Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


N 


I         • 


>. 


V        n 


.■    ) 


J 


1 


A 


r 


\ 


HUNT'S 


YACHTING  MAGAZINE. 


VOLUME  THE  TENTH. 


» •* .  *    • 


^  The  security  of  the  Kingdom  is  increased  by  eyery  man  being  more  or  lest 
Sailor." — Capt.  Mabrtat^s  PiraU  and  Three  Cutters, 


LONDON: 

HUNT  AlND  CO.,  6,  NEW  CHURCH  STREET,  WEST, 

4 

BDQWARE  BOAJD, 

SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL  &  Co.,  STATI0NBB8'  HALL  COURT. 


1861. 


V? 


AN  20  ^^/^^ 


SEW  cHuacH  stbkeV,  n.  W.r 

J  fc        •  •     •  •     •       • 

LONDON. 

«■        *•  ^  toff        *         ^a*,***  • 


PREFACE. 

Those  who  have  patronized  the  Tac/Uing  Magazine  for  the  past  ten 
years  will  be  gratified  to  hear  that  it  meets  with  a  steady  increased 
sale,  and  that  its  usefulness  is  acknowledged  and  appreciated  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  wher9,y^hting'is.ps9meit9d%  This  will  stimulate 
the  Editor  to  greater  ^^ertiandr  to  render-  this'^  class  work  still  more 

_,       ^  o  '       .  -'^  fioli^Sts  yikjhtsmen  to  aid  by  the  loan  of 

"'. j'^-'    ^   -"-■• 

their  logs  and  diagram;^  of  jre^^els,  thlttthey  may  be  inserted  for  the 

--"'•'''      '"    ^^ 

benefit  of  their  brethren/ ' '-   -  ^ 

The  Editor  cannot  close  this  tenth  volume  without  expressing  his 
sincere  thanks  to  his  supporters  and  contributors  for  past  favours, 
and  of  which  he  will  ever  retain  a  grateful  remembrance* 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Ihb  ordiiUiTy  method  of  constructiDg  jibs  is  to  have  the  doths  run- 
ning parallel  with  the  after*leech ;  long  custom,  and  the  qre  being 
habituated  to  this  mode  of  construction  has  probsdbly  estaUished  a 
pngudioe  in  its  favor.  Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  improve 
upon  tbis  construction  during  recent  years,  and  some  with  consider- 
able success;  the  principal  of  these,  and  which  I  have  seen  tried 
OMSt  successfully  in  racing  yachts  is,  Mr.  Matthew  Qrr's  Angulated' 
Jib :  splendidly  working  sails  cut  and  fashioned  upon  this  principle 
have  come  under  my  observation. 

In  describing  his  method  Mr.  Orr  observes,  "  Its  advantages  aie^ 
to  produce  a  more  ^vorable  effect  of  the  power  acting  upon  the  sail, 
tham  what  is  produced  by  the  old  established  method  of  construction, 
and  consequently  imparting  a  more  advantageous  impulse  to  the 
veasel." 

Qrr's  jib  is  a  very  strong  and  flat  standing  sail,  when  properly 

*"  Oontioaed  ffom  page  500,  voL  is. 
xo.  1— vol.  X.  B 
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constructed,  it  is  also  known  amongst  yachtsmen  under  the  name  of 
the  '*  Scotch  cut  jib,"  probably  from  the  fact  of  its  being  principally 
used  by  Scottish  yachts.     For  the  method  of  construction,  see  flate 
44:— With  the  lengths  of  the  three  sides  of  the  proposed  jib,  con- 
struct a  triangle  ZYX,  then  make  an  allowance  for  the  proper  roach, 
or  arc  on  the  luff  of  the  sai];  this  is  done  by  setting  off  from  2  to  3 
inches  for  every  cloth  in  the  sail,  at  right  angles  to  the  straight  line 
z  T  and  opposite  to  the  clew,  and  then  describing  the  roach  or  arc 
through  its  extremity ;  then  taking  X  as  a  centre  describe  the  arc 
a  &,  and  with  a  and  b  as  centres  describe  arcs  cutting  each  other  in  m; 
draw  the  line  X  m  w,  which  will  bisect  the  angle  X.     From  w  let 
fall  the  perpendiculars  We,  on  z  X  and  Yx;  xe  equals  the  amawU 
of  the  seam  gores.     Divide  W  e  into  as  many  equal  parts  as  there 
are  cloths  required  to  fill  up  that  space,  and  through   the  points  of 
division  draw  lines  parallel  to  z  x  and  T  X  respectively,  and  meeting 
in  the  line  W  X,  from  which  the  length  [of  every  gore  to  the  scale  of 
dimensions  may  be  accurately  found,  as  the  perpendiculars  z  c  of  the 
small  right  angled  triangles  shown  z  c  dai  the  head  of  the  jib  in 
the  plate. 

Next  comes  Mr.  Andrew  Taylor's  plan  for  constructing  a  jib,  in 
which  he  gores  the  after-leech  as  well  as  the  luff  and  foot,  gets  the 
foot  gores  more  approximating  to  a  thread  of  the  canvas,  thereby 
obviating  so  much  stretching,  and  reducing  the  roach  on  the  luff : 
for  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  roach  comes  in  as  well  to  assist  the 
stretching  of  the  s^l  at  foot  as  to  meet  the  strain  from  the  clew. 

This  jib  stands  very  flat,  and  forms  a  powerfril  'and  effective  sail ; 
to  make  a  draught  of  this  sail,  seeplaie45.    Take  the  lengths  of 
the  three  sides  from  a  scale  of  equal  parts,  and  describe  the  triangle 
z  T  X,  give  the  proper  roach  or  arc  to  the  luff  z  T,  and  the  foot  Y  x ; 
then  take  a  square  a  X  i,  and  place  the  right  angle  on  X  at  the  clew 
of  the  sail ;  with  a  pair  of  dividers  take  the  widths  of  the  cloths  that 
are  gored  in  the  after-leech  from  the  same  scale  of  equal  parts ;  put 
one  point  of  the  dividers  on  z,   move  the  top  of  the  square  until  the 
side  a  X  touches  the  other  point  at  right  angles  to  it,  and  mark  the 
point  a ;  then  draw  lines  to  the  sides  of  the  square  as  seen  in  the 
plate,  and  the  line  T  b  drawn  from  T  at  right  angles  to  the  side  of 
ths  square  X  &,  will  give  the  requisite  foot  gore.    Divide  Z  a  and 
X  b  (whcih  are  equal  to  the  widths  of  the  cloths  in  the  leech  and  foot) 
into  as  many  equal  parts  as  there  are  cloths,  and  through  the  points 
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of  diyision  draw  lines  parallel  to  X  a,  from  which  the  depth  of  each 
gore  can  be  accnrately  found. 

Mr.  B.  Kipping's  plan  for  an  improved,  or  modified  Angulated 
Jiby  is  a  combination  of  the  principles  of  Orr's  and  Taylor's  methods. 
It  differs  from  Orr*s  in  having  the  joining  seam  in  the  body  of  the 
sail,  lower  down  on  the  luff  rope,  and  more  in  the  direction  of  the 
direct  strain  of  the  jib ;  and  from  Taylor's  in  having  the  upper 
cloths  more  oblique  to  the  leech,  and  having  much  less  gore  .on  the 
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Connea 
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Lesgth  of  the  eating  in  seaming  to  be  allowed  on  the  selvage 
according  to  the  width  of  seam. 
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luff,  approsimating  more  to  a  tbread  of  the  cloth.  It  is  calculited 
to  make  aD  exceedingly  strong.  Sat  staDding,  and  most  effectifs  sail, 
combining  the  best  properties  of  the  other  tiro,  with  a  better  distri- 
bntion  of  the  caiiTas  vhereby  to  ensuro  eqiuli^  of  stretching  all  orer 
the  sail. 

For  the  mode  of  constrncting  this  jib  see  plate  46 :  with  the 
length  of  the  three  udeSj  taken  from  any  convenient  scale  <^eqiuJ 
parts,  construct  the  triangle  z  Y  X,  describe  the  pn^r  roach  or  curve 
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cm  the  foot  Y  X  and  luff  z  Y ;  draw  the  line  X  w  from  the  dew  to 
the  luff  in  the  direction  of  the  strain  of  the  jib  sheets ;  then  with 
any  radios  X  a,  describe  an  arc  a  ft,  intersecting  x  w  in  m;  make. 
m  b  equal  to  m  a,  join  x  b  and  produce  it  to  T,  and  the  angle  m  X  i 
will  be  equal  to  the  angle  mxa,  and  therefore  xw  bisects,  or 
equally  divides  the  angle  Y  X  T.  From  w  let  &11  the  perpendiculars 
W  0  on  X  T  and  x  Y  respectively :  produce  w  tf  to  any  indefinite 
length,  and  from  z  let  fiJl  the  perpendicular  z  d  upon  it*    Divide 


TABLE  IL— Fob  TwBarT-FouB  Inoh  Wids  OAirvAi. 


Length  of  the  eathig  in  learning  to  be  fdlowed  on  the  selraga 
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T  i  and  T  «  into  ae  maiij  equal  parts  as  there  an  clotJu  reqniiMd 
fer  the  leedi  and  w  e,  and  through  the  pmnts  of  diviEion,  draw  linM 
parallel  to  X  T  to  meet  part  rf  the  luff  z  w,  and  leech  t  X  and  X  w ; 
from  the  termraation  of  each  line,  on  the  liae  z  W  dmv  panlM 
Knes  to  X  T.  The  length  of  erery  gore  can  then  be  acctuately  (onnd 
to  the  scale  of  equal  parts  used.  It  will  be  perceived  fix>m  the  plats 
that  the  longitudinal  threads  and  teaniB  XT,  K  V,  and  X  Y,  are  aD 
wdl  bound  to  the  sheet,  thus  imparting  great  strength,  and  fiom  Ae 
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dbBetum  in  which  th«  sttain  is  led  fmei  the  body  of  the  bmI,  eauaes 
the  doths  to  itieleh  in  equal  propoiiiofit  over  every  part  erf*  it 

Tables  I  and  II  embody  the  principles  of  cutting  out  all  sails  in 
irhieh  there  is  a  latge  amount  of  gore,  sudi  as  fore^nd-^ft  sails ; 
ceosisting  of  the  mainsails,  foieiails,  jibs,  and  gaff^topsailsy  asjalso 
storm-trysails  for  cutters ;  and  the  mainsails,  foresails,  fore^stay** 
sails,  jibs,  flying-jibs,  gaff-topsails,  main^^opmast-staysails,  and 
jib-topsails  of  schooners ;  and  the  yachtsman  will  find  it  of  material 
assistance  In  studying  the  correct  oonstiuction  of  these  sails,  to  make 
himself  intimately  acquainted  with  die  principles  of  these  tables. 
Upon  looking  at  plaie  43,  shewing  the  method  of  obtaining  the  cor-* 
reet  measurements  for  a  yacht's  mainsail,  the  depth  of  the  foot  gore 
is  shown  by  the  letters  d  s ;  but  unless  the  proper  allowance  for  the 
eating  in  of  seaming  is  made  in  addition  to  this  foot  gore,  as  stated 
in  Chapter  XIII,  the  sail  when  put  together  would  be  &ulty  in  the 
extreme.  For  this  purpose  then  these  tables  are  constructed  for  18 
inch  and  24  inch  wide  canvas,  and  the  extra  length  of  seams,  accord- 
ing to  their  width,  in  the  head  and  foot  of  sails  fo  be  allowed  in 
addition  to  the  depth  of  each  gore,  found  upon  the  sail  draught, 
before  the  gore  is  cut,  can  at  once  be  determined  by  reference  to  the 
tables. 

For  example.-"^8uppose  the  depth  down  the  selvage  on  any  single 
cloth  of  18  inch  canvas,  forming  part  of  a  sail,  is  found  on  the  scale 
of  equal^  parts,  to  be  3  feet,  then  in  reference  to  the  table  opposite 
3  feet,  in  the  second  column  under  the  head  of  '^  corresponding 
length  of  gore  "  will  be  found  3  feet  4^  inches,  and  opposite  to  this 
under  the  head  of  **  length  of  eating  in  seamiDg,"  if  the  proposed 
seam  be  1  inch  wide,  will  be  found  2^  inches  to  be  laid  off  on  the 
canvas  before  the  gore  is  marked  on  the  opposite  selvage. 

In  the  cutting  out  of  a  jib  for  instance,  beginning  at  the  tack,  the 
width  of  the  seam  at  foot  should  be  allowed  before  the  gore  is  cut, 
and  the  number  of  inches  to  be  allowed,  corresponding  withthe  width 
of  seam  determined  npon.  Suppose  18  inch  canvas,  is  used  and  that 
the  depth  of  the  gore  iound  on  the  sail  draught  be  2  feet  5  inches, 
and  the  width  of  the  seam  determined  as  3  inches,  then  in  the 
table  opposite  2  feet  5  inches  and  under  3  inches,  will  be  found  5| 
inches  to  be  allowed  in  the  canvas  before  the  gore  is  cut,  as  this 
is  the  amount  that  the  gore  will  extend  beyond  the  creasing  of  the 
seams. 


8 


HUNT  b  TACHTIKG  HAQAZIMB. 


These  tables  will  also  be  found  extremely  useful  in  detenniiiiiig 
the  exact  length  in  the  luff  and  leech  of  a  jib,  the  luff  of  a  mainsail, 
and  luff  of  a  gaff-topsai],  as  also  the*  length  of  the  leech  of  a  mainsail 

For  example. — Suppose  a  jib  be  draughted  60  feet  on  the  luff 
and  36  feet  in  the  leechi  to  ascertain  what  it  will  turn  out  when 
made  up  of  18  inch  canvas. 

Bule  six  parallel  columns,  and  head  them  thus  "  No.  of  cloths^'* 

"  Depth  of  stay  gores,"  "  Depth  of  foot  gores,'*  "  Length  of  stay 

gores,*'  *'  Length  of  eating  in  seaming,  viz.  1  inch  on  stay  and  3 

inches  on  the  foot ; "  number  the  cloths  in  this  column ;  find  out 

from  the  sail  draught  by  the  scale  of  equal  parts,  the  depths  of  the 

stay^and  foot  gores,  (after  the  method  shewn  in  plcUe  42,)  set  them 

down  in  their  respective  columns,  opposite  to  each  cloth ;  next  find 

in  the  table  the  length  of  stay  gores  and  eating  in  seaming  cor- 
TABLE  UI. 


No.  of 
Cloths 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 


Depth  of 
Stay  Gores 


Ft  III 

4  2 

3  9 

3  4 

3  0 

2  8 

2  7 

2  5 

2  5 

2  2 

2  2 

2  0 

2  0 

2  0 


Depth  of 
Foot  Owes 


1 
I 


9 
9 


1  9 

1  9 

1  9 

1  8 

1  8 

I  8 

I  8 


In 

0 

4 

4 

4- 

5 

6 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

10 

10 

11 

12 

12 


iLength  of  eating 
Length  of'      in  iK^emtng 
Stay  Qores 


Ft    In 
4     5 


4 
3 
3 
3 


0? 

7i 

4j 
0{ 


2  Hi 

2  10 
2  10 
2  7J 
2  74 
2  5) 
2  5| 
2  51 
2     3| 


iiD  on 
Stay 


In 
3 

H 

2i 
2* 


i 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


5! 

H 

3j 
S 
2 
2 
2 


Sin  OD 
Foot 


a 
s 

3 
I' 

a 

i 
i 

i 
i 


i 


fiO     1 

Deduct  Beaming  on  stay  &  foot    9    9^ 


13    8 
9| 


60    2 
2     9 


i 


2  9J       9J 


47     3| 
Dednct  depth  of  foot  gores  12  loj 


12  lOJ    57    5$ 

9    Deduct  for  tabling 


34    5^ 
Deduct  for  tabling         9 


56    8S  Length  of  luff  tabled 


Length  of  leech  tabled  33    8^ 
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lesponding  to  the  depths  found,  and  set  them  in  their  reapectiye 
columns,  then  add  up  the  several  colanms,  and  proceed  as  directed 
by  Table  ni. 

In  precisely  the  same  manner  the  exact  length  on  the  leech  and 
luff  of  a  gaff-topsail  may  be  found.  For  the  luff  of  a  mainsail  sub* 
tract  the  sum  of  the  eating-in  of  the  seaming,  from  the  sum  of  the 
lengths  of  the  mast  gores,  and  from  which  subtracting  the  number 
of  inches  for  tabling,  the  remainder  will  be  the  length  on  the  mast. 
For  the  leech  of  a  mainsail  add  the  depths  of  the  mast,  head,  and 
foot  gores,  and  slack  seams  together,  and  deduct  from  their  sum  the 
sum  of  the  eating-in  seaming  of  the  mast  and  foot  gores. 


CRUISE  TO  THE  NORTHERN  LOCHS  OF  SCOTLAND.* 

Ws  retamed  to  Oban  on  Saturday,  12  th  of  July,  greatly  delighted  with 
oar  Tifit  to  Loch  Etive,  the  remembrance  of  which  will  afford  us  an 
amoont  of  gratificatioD,  more  than  commensurate  with  any  real  or 
imaginary  risk,  with  which  it  may  have  been  attended.  A  friend  hav- 
ing joined  us  by  appointment,  we  left  Oban  the  same  evening  for  Skye^ 
and  reached  Duart  Bay,  in  Sound  of  MuU^  about  nine  p.m.,  where  we 
anchored  for  the  uight.  We  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  accomplish 
that  distance  before  tide  turned  against  us,  or  we  might  have  been 
drifting  backwards  during  the  night,  at  the  rate  of  several  miles  an 
hour. 

The  breexe  fell  off  at  sunset,  which  is  often  the  case,  when  northerly 
winds  prevail  during  the  day.  The  scenery  around  us,  as  viewed  from 
the  yacht,  -as  she  lay  at  anchor,  in  the  bay,  transcended  anything  the 
must  vivid  imagination  could  conceive.  As  the  sun  set  in  all  its  glory, 
^  the  moon  took  up  its  wondrous  tale,*'  and  as  it  peered  through  the 
piotoresqne  ruins  oi  Duart  castle,  the  scene  was  one  more  like  fairy -land 
than  of  this  matter-of-fact  world!  With  Ben  Cruachan,  and  neighbour- 
ing mountains,  in  the  dbtance,  and  the  Island  of  Lismore,  and  its  light- 
house, in  the  middle,  toned  as  it  was,  by  the  golden  tints  of  evening, 
and  the  silvery  beams  of  the  moon,  completed  the  illusion.  At  break  of 
day  we  weighed  anchori  and  about  four  o'clock  passed  Ardtonish  castle, 

<*  the  turret  of  whose  airj  head. 

Slender  and  steep,  and  battled  round. 
Overlooked  dark  Moll!  thy  mighty  sound, 
"Whose  thwarting  tides,  with  mingled  roar. 
Part  the  swarth  hills  of  Morven^s  shore." 

*  Continued  firom  page  531,  voL  ix. 
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The  moraiag  was  baiuttiftiU/  fine,  iod  tre  glided  ahiiig  the  *^  thwari^ 
iiig  tide  "  with  aoiMing  rapiditj^  with  a  bar  wiud^  and  uadtr  aU  avail- 
able canvas.  It  was  our  intention  to  have  put  in  to  Tobenooiey,*  hut 
finding  we  had  the  tide  for  some  time  with  US|  it  was  deemed  better  to 
puiBoe  our  course.  We  roanded  Ardnamurchan  Point  in  a  sea  as  gen* 
tie,  and  as  little  like  itself  as  possible,  even  the  swell  finom  the  Atlaatio 
was  omitted  on  the  occasion,  if  not  **  hy  special  desire,'*  it  was  specially 
desirable,  to  all  on  board*  The  names  of  places  in  the  Highlands  o£ 
Scotland,  are  wonderfully  descriptive,  of  which  Ardnamurchan  is  an 
instance,  being  compounded  of  four  GsbHc  words,  Ard^  a  high  point— 
nay  of — mor,  great— >cttan,  sea;  than  which  nothing  could  be  more 
correct  As  a  further  illustration,  Poltalloch  may  be  cited,  which  is 
derived  from  three  GaBlic  words-— fb2(  a  marsh — iuobh^  heaiie-^Loch^ 
an  arm  of  the  sea.  Most  travellers  who  have  passed  through  Crinan 
Canal,  en  route  to  Oban,  have  had  the  magnificent  mansion,  and  estate 
of  Poltalloob,  pointed  out  to  them,  and  can  tesUfy  to  the  appropriattf^ 
ness  of  the  name.  Crinan,  is  derived  from  two  Qiblic  woids,  meanift|f 
a  small  head  of  a  Loch<  Tarbert,  at  the  head  of  the  Loch  of  thee 
name,  at  tlie  enUvnce  of  Loch  Fine,  presents  another  example,  beia^ 
composed  of  the  Galic  words*  Tarruingfy  to  draw,  and  becdr^  a  boat } 
and  was  so  named,  because,  in  former  times*  boats  were  drawn  acrose 
the  narrow  isthmas,  which  joins  Ktntyre  to  Knapdale. 

We  found  our  skipper^s  knowledge  of  Gslic  very  useful  in  navigating 
the  loch^  and  the  rugged  coast,  which  we  passed  on  our  way  to  them. 
By  reference  to  the  Gaelic  names  on  the  Admiralty  charts,  he  was  able- 
to  inform  us  what  was  the  nature  of  the  rocks  mariced ;  as  for  example, 
Sffeit,  is,  a  rook  of  the  sea;  Sgeiraeh,  rocky,  full  of  rocks  ;  Sgeirag, 
a  Mttle  rock  in  the  sea;  Sgeiregach,  full  of  little  sea  rocks  j  Sgar^  a 
sharp  rock.  We  may  have  occasion  again  to  refer  to  this  subject, 
meanwhile,  let  us  conttnue  our  cruise. 

When  off  Ardnamurchan  lighthouse,  a  wall  of  black  sea  fog  became, 
suddenly  visible,  over  the  Atlantic,  in  which,  we  wew  very  soon  enve- 
loped. Thefe  was  however,  sufficient  air  to  enable  us  to  put  out  sea* 
ward,  and  we  tacked  in  and  out  for  several  hours,  until  the  fog  deai^ 
off.  While  doing  so,  we  amused  ourselves  by  fishing  with  fines  out  a^ 
the  stern,  one  of  which  was  baited  with  an  artificial  fish,  the  other  with 
a  spoon-bait;  with  the  latter  we  were  more  successful,  several  large  fish 
having  been  taken  by  it,  one  of  which  was  a  stenlocl^  weighing  about 
eight  pounds.  When  off  Muck  Island,  the  sea  became  perfectly  motion- 
less, and  the  evening  closed  with  a  magnifioent  simsei.  We  gaaed  upon 
it  with  sUent  wonderment,  as  it  todi  its  fiireweil  of  this  side  of  the 
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woM,  and  Mmk  Miind  ike  AiUotic  Oomd,  whoM  vist  %xpmm  beeanM 
an  JmimmmTabla  snr&oe  of  glittering  gold,  the  brilltaaoy  of  whiefa,  left 
«i^  for  eoaie  iioie,  in  a  ataie  of  partial  blindoen*  Dnriag  the  night  ii« 
diifted  to  the  Island  of  Big,  and  at  dajbi«ak,  ear  ikipper  arooied  as  to 
give  the  infomiatioa  that  we  were  in  elose  pioziniitj  to  Naimh  Fhraing, 
A»  Cav«,  to  which  is  attaehed  so  melanehoij  an  interest,  from  its  hav^ 
ing  been  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  atrocious  and  reyolttng  massacvee 
ever  petpetratedy-^the  whole  popdation  of  the  idand,  amoanting  to 
nore  than  two  hnndred,  having  been  smotheved  in  it,  bj'  a  neighboiu^ 
faig  chief,  in  revenge  for  some  real,  or  imaginary  injory, 

i*  hong  seldom  pmctioafole  to  land  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the 
C3ave,  im  decided  to  avail  ourselvee  of  tlie  opportunity  to  go  ashore^  and 
«xploi»  it.  Two  of  the  yadit's  crew  aceompanied  us,  carrying  the  ship*s 
lantern  and  a  lamp.  Oar  movenents  having  been  observed  by  some 
natiiBes,  we  were  met,  on  landing,  by  two  men,  who  offered  their  sep- 
vicsa,  as  gmdes,  which  were  wiiUngly  accepted. 

The  month  of  the  Cave  is  invisible  from  the  sea,  and  would  not  be 
aa«ly  detected,  by  strangers,  even  on  n  nearer  approack  Our  skipper 
having  made  a  previons  aoqnaintaDce  with  it,  was  able  to  direct  us,  at 
once  to  the  spot.  The  mouth  of  it  is  very  small,  and  we  were  under 
Ac  n»fgioity  of  entenng  it*  a  la  lapin;  hmt  when  we  had  advanced 
about  ten  yards,  we  found  it  sufficiently  high,  to  admit  of  our  standing 
erect,  and  the  width  expanded  considerably,  as  we  progressed.  The 
length  is  about  two  hnndred  and  sixty  feet,  and  we  explored  it  to  th^ 
extrenily,  without  finding  any  substantial  remains  of  the  victims,  be- 
yond n  part  of  a  rib  too  far  advanced  in  decomposition,  te  admit  of 
identiicatioQ;  but  from  the  eixe,  it  may  have  been  that  of  a  child.  It 
crumbled  in  the  hand  when  taken  up ;  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind,  that  two  centuries  have  passed  since  the  sad 
ovsBt.  It  was,  to  ns,  a  most  painful  and  melancholy  rcfledion,  tiiat 
we  tiMn  etood,  where  the  agonising  shouts  of  the  fiidier,  had  once 
mingled  with  the  screams  of  the  mother,  of  her  children,  and  Ae  plain- 
tive cries  of  the  in&nt  at  the  breast,  unheard  by  their  remorseless  mnr- 
derers^  Arengh  the  crackling  roar  of  burning  heather  bushes,  from 
wfaieh^  donee  and  suflbcating  vapours  rolled  in,  mn^l  all  were  silenced 
by  death ;  not  a  wngle  siymver  being  left  to  weep  over  them,  leaving 
their  bones  to  moulder  away  to  become  food  for  the  beasts,  or  to  be 
eamed  away  by  the  onrious  in  after  ages.  Sir  Walter  Scott  possessed 
himself  of  nekuH,  when  he  visited  the  Cave^  which  is  now  at  Abbott- 
foal 

There  is  saaethsr  eafo,  at  a  thort  distance  from  Naimh  Ihraing,  as 
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large,  aod  as  lofty  as  a  cathedral,  in  which,  ahoat  a  ceatary  ago,  when 
ihe  Catholic  religion  was  barely  tolerated  in  Scotland,  and  no  bnildioga 
were  specially  appropriated  for  the  perfibrmanoes  of  its  seirioes,  the 
native  islanders,  many  of  whom  were  Roman  Catholics,  met  in  it  for 
that  purpose.  They  certidnly,  might  have  had  worse  accommodation. 
About  the  centre  of  it,  there  is  a  projecting  ledge  of  rock,  which  served 
for  an  altar  and  pulpit 

On  re- embarking,  we  proceeded  up  Sleat  Sound,  as  far  as  Armadale, 
and  anchored  close  under  the  residence  of  Lord  Maodonald,  where  by 
previous  arrangement  our  skipper  went  ashore,  and  walked  over  to 
Loch  Euhort  to  engage  a  pilot  to  conduct  the  yacht  to  Loi*.h  Scavaig. 
Meantime  we  took  the  opportunity  to  promenade  on  the  grounds  and  park 
of  the  '*  Lord  of  the  Isles,^'  than  which  there  is  nothing  more  deligfatiiil, 
even  in  the  most  favored  pastoral  localities  in  the  sonthf^-of  which,  its 
weU*grown  trees,  neatly  dressed  hedgerows,  quiet  lanes,  and  the  scent  of 
the  newly  mown  grass,  agreeably  reminded  us.  We  did  not  return  to 
the  yacht  until  nearly  eleven  o'clock.  We  were  unaware  of  the  lateness 
of  the  hour,  until  again  on  board,  there  being  scarcely  any  perceptible 
night  at  that  season  of  the  year.  We  took  on  board,  during  our  stay 
there,  milk,  butter,  and  eggs,  from  the  dairy  of  the  castle,  which  Lord 
Macdonald  very  considerately  permits  the  dairymaid  to  supply  to 
yachtsmen. 

On  the  return  of  the  skipper,  and  pilot,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fol« 
lowing  day,  we  weighed  anchor  for  Loch  Scavaig,  which  was  reached 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  sea  was  calm,  and  weather 
favorable  to  our  purpose,  and  we  at  once  proceeded  into  Loch  Scavaig» 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  inner  loch,  from  which  is  only  a  few  hun- 
dred  yards  to  Loch  Corrui^kin.  Once  within  the  mner  loch,  a  vessel 
might  ride  out  any  ordinary  storm,  but  in  foul  weather  it  might  prove 
exceedingly  dangerous  to  enter  or  depart  from.  There  was  sufficient 
light  when  approaching  the  loch,  although  at  so  early  an  hour,  to  admit  of 
our  surveying  the  scenery  around  us,  than  which,  nothing  could  be  more 
sublimely  grand  and  impressive.  Before  us  were  the  Cuchullin  hills^ 
with  their  summits  shrouded  in  the  mists  of  early  morning,  anon  un* 
veiling  their  serrated  pinnacles,  and  disclosing  a  scene  of  Alpine  magni- 
ficence, and  stem  sublimity,  probably  unsurpassed  in  any  part  of  the 
world,— such  as  no  pencil  could  delineate,  nor  the  most  exalted  imagi- 
nation of  the  poet  describe.  As  we  approached  the  loch,  the  lofty  peaks 
of  Cuchullin  gradually  receded  from  view,  and  were  then  surrounded  by 
steep,  barren,  and  frowning  rocks,  unrelieved  by  any  signs  of 
life*   The  profoundest  silence  reigned,— »we  looked  around,  and 
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iridi  dbotod  bmth;  Imt  the  tmML  M^nut^  and  afasoluto  lunity,  wu 
mlwdwDy  esospt  bj  the  geade  mnnniiring  of  the  ttretm  flowiog  out 
of  Loeh  Comutkin,  miogled  with  that  of  the  moantain  atreamletfe  pui^ 
nbg  its  tortoous  eoona  to  the  sea.  Tha  yacht  bebg  safely  anohorad, 
^M  pneparad  to  go  ashofe^  bnt  not  without  a  fimoifiil  Ming  that  wo 
might  hKTB  to  iaoB  aome  grisly  giant^  in  whose  solitary  prednets  we 
-night  be  intniding.  We  fiiand  some  difficulty  in  eflbcting  a  landings 
thi  shore  being  steeps  rodcy»  and  slippery  wiUi  seeweeds^  which  had 
been  Ith  exposed  by  die  receding  tide;  but  having  once  obtidned  f 
fiiodng,  the  peculiar  leoghness  of  die  sorfiice  of  the  rocks  enabled  as  to 
»alk  with  perfect  ease  and  safety,  even  upon  steep  acclinties.  Follow* 
ittg  the  natgin  of  the  stream  from  Loch  CorndskiDy  after  a  walk  of 
about  half  a  mile,  we  suddenly  turned  the  point  of  rock,  when  a  view 
ef  dw  ledi  itsri^  bvrst  upon  our  astonished  sight,  and 

— — — —  **  by  my  halidome, 


A  sosne  so  ruds^  so  wild  as  Mb, 

Yet  so  sublime  in  barrenness, 

He'er  did  my  wanderiag  footsteps  press 

Where'er  I  cbanced  to  roam. 

^       •       •       •       •       •       • 

For  all  is  lodks,  at  random  tiiroWB, 

Black  wayei,  bare  crags,  and  banks  of  stpne.*' 

On  all  nde^  mountains^  naked  and  precipitous,  encompassed  the  lod^ 
Aeir  peaks  ket  in  the  cloods;  their  immensity,  almost,  shutdog  out  the 
Hght  of  heefcn,  veiling  die  whole  scene  in  a  solemn,  and  mysterious 
gloom,  well  calenlated  to  incite  the  imagination  of  the  fimcifiil,  and  to 
work  apon  ibe  feelings  of  th»  snpeieddoua. 

Miss  Catherine  Sinclair,  in  her  clever  and  amusing  hook,  ^  Sootiand 
add  the  Seoich,"  gives  a  lively,  and  interesting  aoeonnt  of  her  visit  to 
Jioeb  Scavaig,  end  to  X^och  Corruiskin:  with  reforence  to  the  latter,  Ae 
writes  "Thoeasen  the  artist,  threw  away  Us  penql  and  brushes  in  4^«f 
f«i%  ^hflo  he  first  beheld  it— and,  there  goei  my  penl "  bnib  it  appeeti 
dut  sbe  afterwards  took  it  up  aguo,  just  out  of  omple  curiosity,  **  te 
try  if  there  be  tonguage  sombre,  dark,  and  wild  enough,  to  painfta 
seeo^  as  dismal  as  death  itself  i "  The  attempt  was  tolerably  suooessftd, 
if  we  npay  judge  from  what  fellows, — '*  Here,  for  the  first  dme,  I  sav 
mAihj  and  npadoight  at  oocel— «  brilliant  biasing  sun  boilfaig  tht 
the  wmter,  fod  seoschiog  the  roek«,  on  one  side^  while  at  the  oppositi 
ind,  the  lake  asttnsnd  tamed  into  ink,  and  the  hilb  kxiked  as  if  ndelvge 
fif  pijksliipd  ter  had  blackened  dieiv  precipitous  sides.  TheplaoeseeM 
likn  the  wan  ant  fwmm  of  aome  world,  torn,  shatt^aed,  and  thrown 
PHb  m  n§g^  h?i»p%  «s  being  nsdess  fabbisb*'^  A&m  theli  Mm 
Sindair,  I  too^  may  sayrHmd,  there  goes  my  pen! 

HO.  1.--TOI..  z.  ^ 


14  HUKT*8  TACHTIK0  HAGAZIirX. 

There  being  evident  mgoB  of  a  breeie  we  made  a  shorter  stay  al 
Cormukin  than  we  had  intended,  or  desired,  fearbg  we  might  find  some 
difficulty  in  getting  oat  of  Loch  Scaraig,  or  that  we  might  be  detamed 
there,  an  indefinite  namber  of  days,  for  which  we  were  unprepared*  Wa 
turned  our  baclcs  upon  it  with  reluctance,  and  qutted  it  widi;[a  deftMrni* 
jiation  to  reyisit  the  scene  at  some  early  and  favorable  opportumty* 

By  the  time  we  were  fiiirly  clear  of  the  loch,  a  fresh  breeje  was  Uow^ 
log  outnde,  and  a  heavy  ground  swell  had  set  in,  which  bad  put  oar 
pilot  kars  de  combat  It  was  fortunate  for  us  that  he  was  not  disdiiad 
when  his  services  were  repaired.  On  our  way  up  SleAt  Sound  we  put 
him  ashore  at  Armadale.  We  had  a  good,  and  pleasant  ran  to  Loch 
Alsh,  which  we  reached  late  in  the  evening,  and  dropped  anchor^for 
the  night* 

The  following  morning  was  beautifully  fiuCy  and  we  availed  ounahrea 
of  the  early  tide  to  go  up  Loch  Duich.  The  scenery  at  the  entnmoe 
is,  for  quiet,  beauty,  and  picturesqueness,  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the 
west  of  Scotland,  or  probably  elsewhere;  but  which  may,  however, 
have  been  somewhat  enhanced  in  oar  estimation,  by  contrast  with  diai 
which  we  had  seen  in  Loch  Scavaig  on  the  preceding  day.  The  shores 
on  each  side  are  interspersed  with  cultivated  spots,  rocky  knolls,  sur- 
mounted by  overhanging  woods^— lofty  hills  overtopping  them,  and 
those  backed  by  others,  still  higher.  Looking  to  the  north  of  the  lodi 
there  are  no  less  than  four  mountains,  averaging  2,000  feet  in  height, 
one  of  which, — Sgur,  an  Airgoid,  or  mountain  of  the  silver  ro<^  has 
an  altitude  of  2,760  feet;  looking  to  the  north  side,  there  are. even  mora 
in  number,  and  one  Sgur-na-Morroaob,  or  magnificent  mountua,  is 
2,860  feet  high  I 

The  next  object  which  attracted  our  notice  was  the  interesting  nina 
of  Eilean  Donan  Castle,  the  andent  seat  of  the  Mackenzies,  situated  afc 
a  oommandmg  point,  where  Loch  Duich  and  Loch  Long  diverge  afe 
right  anglee  from  Loch  Alsh.  The  island  on  which  it  stands  is  veij 
email,  and  separated  from  tiie  mainland  by  a  narrow  channel.  The 
view  of  the  ruins  from  the  ferry,  on  the  north  side,  is  ezeeedmgly  pie* 
tnresque;  and  that  of  the  ferry  from  near  tiie  ruinsi  is  even  still  mora 
so— artistically  speaking.  The  castie  is  said  to  have  been^^built  in  the 
time  of  Alexander  tiie  Second,  and  has  evidently  been  an  importaal 
stronghold— -but  of  which  now  only  a  small  portion  remains. 

Probably,  no  place  in  the  west  highlands  has  been  so  fiequently  tiit 
aoene  of  bloody  foudal  conflicts,  n<»r  is  tiiere  any  where  of  whioh  sa 
many  interesting  legends  exist  The  Mackennee  and  the  MaodonneHs^ 
wen  the  great  rival  dans  of  the  west  of  Scotkndi  and  Aeir  hietosyit 
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mm  of  vBYarynig  rtpiiM^  aad  bkxKbhed.  It'niay  truly  be  uai  of  them 
dwi  Amy  hng^t  like  Kilkenny  cete,  for  their  wan  were  so  protneted, 
mmtemipted,  and  releBUets— es  to  aonoiint  at  times,  to  almost  mntaal 
SBrteraiiiiation.  So  deep  was  their  hatred  and  distrust^  that  it  was  cna* 
tomarjv  when  sat  at  table,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  to  place  ihmt 
drawn  dirk  mpright  in  A»  board,  beside  or  before  them,  ready  ibr  any^ 


We  are  indebted  to  an  intelligent  and  obliging  son  of  the  Minister  of 
Qleaelg,  in  whose  pastoral  charge  is  comprised  Loch  Daioh  and  neigh* 
boorhood,  for  much  interesting  information,  and  several  legendaiy  stories 
eonneeled  with  the  locality^  From  him  we  learned,  that  the  shoal, 
marked  in  the-  Admiralty  Chart  a  fow  miles  from  Eilean  ])onan  castle, 
and  called  **  Larach  Tigh  Mhic  Dhomhnnll''— or  the  site  of  MacdonnellV 
honse,  deriTed  its  name  from  an  nnsnccessfnl  raid  on  the  Maokenzies  at 
a  very  eetiy  period  of  their  history,  wlueh  he  thus  related.— '*  Maodon- 
aell  diief  of  his  clan,  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  Madcenaies^ 
nitempied  a  surprise  on  Eilean  Donan  castle.  Only  diree  persons 
were  left  in  charge^  with  no  other  means  of  defence  than  their  bows 
and  snows.  The  Mackensies  observed  the  approach  of  a  boat  in  which 
th^  cBstsngnished  a  number  of  armed  men.  It  occurred  to  them  at 
oooe;  that  their  intendons  were  unfriendly,  and  that  probably,  a  raid 
was  thw  object.  Being  aware  that  if  the  smaliness  of  their  number 
was  perceived  by  their  assailants,  they  might  feel  encouraged  and  em- 
boldened in  their  murderous  purpose— and  as  well  to  put  them  off  their 
guard,  liiey  concealed  themselves  in  a  safe  and  convenient  place  to 
oppose  their  landing.  Seizing  a  favourable  moment,  they  discharged 
their  arrows  with  such  rapidity,  and  so  much  precision  and  effect,  that,- 
almost  instantaneously,  several  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  amongst  the 
latter  was  their  chief,  an  arrow  having  pierced  through  his  foot.  For 
a  moment  they  were  thrown  into  confusion,  some  urging  an  immediate 
retreat,  others  were  for  landing  at  all  hazards,  and  revenging,  even 
widi  their  lives,  if  needs  be,  the  injury  done  to  their  leader.  The 
Maedoonell  believing  himself  to  be  mortally  wounded,  and  feeling  him- 
self to  grow  more  feeble  every  moment,  and  being  under  the  impression 
that  they  were  outwitted,  if  not  outnumbered,  dedded  to  abandon  the 


Observing  that  his  clansmen  were  dejected  and  desponding,  and  that 
they  appeared  deeply  concerned  for  his  fote,  he  endeavoured  to  cheer 
them,  1^  assuring  them  that  his  wound  was  less  serious  than  they  eon- 
eeired  it  to  be,  telling  them  at  the  same  time  that  it  had  been  foretold 
he  would  not  die  in  battle,  but  in  his  own  house^  and  that  he  would  live 


10  buktIs  TAcraiKa  lUiMan. 

Ws  good  dU  •ge^^hieh  hower^T)  fid  not  nnwfe  ike  hnpMMB  tk*^ 
te  im  &it*wikhif ,  «nd  tkt  he  might  not  t  ttrrive  vntil  they  fwhBi 
tteir  own  ahMee.  The  Tetsel  was  being  pfopelted  with  all  poaBhle 
qpeedt  in  order  to  heiton  their  landing,  and  to  proenre  the  earUei* 
ptaotioable  aaBistanoe  for  their  wounded  eUef,  when  it  was  ma  npon  « 
shoal^  wUeh  the  ieoadiii«  tide  had  left  nearly  bare,  fiom  which  it  wns 
found  impossible  to  displace  her,  and  they  were  under  the  distteasing 
$eoessily  Of  remaining  there  nn61  the  return  of  the  tide.  Long  before 
ihati  however^  the  BfacdonneU  died  from  exhaustion— the  wound  hawg 
defied  every  effort  to  dose  it. 

The  Maekennes  having  been  informed  of  the  eircumstenee^  and  Ar 
unfidfilled  prophecy,  ever  afterwards,  in  derision,  oaUed  the  ahod^  Oft 
wineh  the  event  took  pboe— Laradi  Tigh  Mhic  Dhomhnull,— or  mtm 
of  MaedottaeK's  house. 

•  As  w«  proceeded  up  Loch  Duich,  the  shores  on  each  sifc,  presented 
detached  patdies  of  cultivated  land  eontigous  to  which  were  here  and 
there  comfortable  looking  farmsteads.  The  leading  feature,  however, 
the  chdians,  inhabited  hy  fishermen,  but  which  were  beiely  die* 
e  from  the  surrounding  rocks  and  heather,  of  which  materiala. 
tiiey  were  mainly  composed.  The  head  of  the  loch  is  ezeeedingly 
beautifol,  end  the  scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  is  reputed  to  be  parti* 
edarly  interesting,  but  which  we  had  not  the  opportunity  to  visit.  The 
loch  must  appear  to  much  greater  advantage  in  the  heirhig  season,  a 
very  huge  number  of  boats  being  engaged  in  taking  thenu  It  is 
generally  in  the  month  of  August  that  they  are  most  abundant,  and  in 
eueoessfol  seasons,  herrings,  to  the  value  of  several  thousand  poaad^ 
have  been  taken. 

On^the  following  morning  we  weighed  andior  with  the  leoedtng  tide^ 
again  passing  Eilean  Donan  castle,— end  here  we  may  let  our  narrative 
pause,  in  order  to  introdnce  the  following  incident  which  is  said  to  have 
occurred  at  the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth  oentniy,  within  the 
oasile.  Mackensie,  Lord  of  Kiotail,  was  at  that  time  a  great  fovourite 
at  Court,]  and  availing  himself  of  the  influence  he  possessed  in  U^ 
quarters^  secretly  accused  his  rival,  Maod<mnell  of  Glengarry,  of  disl<^«- 
alty;  on  which  accusation,  letters  of  outlawry,  fire  and  sword,  vrere 
issued  against  him,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Kintail ;  who  invited  a 
number  of  the  neighbouring  persons  of  consequence^  to  meet  him  at 
Eilean  Donan  castle^  with  the  ostensible  object  of  consulting  tiiem,  aa 
to  &e  best  manner  of  putting  the  poweie  with  which  he  had  been  in* 
tested  into  force,  hypocritically  avowing,  that  he  was  reluctant  to  do  aow 
Amongst  tiie  invited,  was  McLeod,  of  Dunvegan,  in  Scye,  who  being 
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» Bmui of  aitrngmifB  dMued  it  hn  dutjr  tottt«iit  imnwdiatolj  and 
ittfiocm  hill  how  mMan  stood*  Ho  aietwkh  him  at  Looh  Hown, 
vUht  on  A  hwtmg  OBBvnioii*  Qa  leoniog  tho  dottodlj  ooodvot  6t 
Vm  tmly  GloBgaRy  wot  oxoeodiogly  wmth,  aad  at  omo  loiolvod  to 
lako  prottipt  lefobgo  for  his  hooonoM,  ond  oo  woli  to  vuidioato  his 
k]ndfy.  Ho  thankod  McLeod  for  tho  frieodlj,  aod  tioMly  infeiiaatioii, 
hotadcod  08  a  fiirthor  proof  of  hio  fnonddujH  that  ho  wodd  pfomiflo  aot^ 
to  bo  preoont  at  tho  propo»od  gathoriog  at  ESkan  Donan  oaotk^  to 
which  ho  pledgod  himtelC  aad  foithftdly  kept  hio  word. 

Oa  tho  appointod  day  tho  gatiioring  took  i^aco,  tlio  aMembfaigo  hoing 
ofaanzod  oharactor,-aad  Kiataii  fearing  that  aiaongBt  tho  otraagoM 
tfatta  anght  bo  oome  who  were  diiaffootod  towarda  luas  took  oare  to 
JateMiK  with  hio  Tititon  an  adeqaato  nomber  of  his  own  dan,  on  whoso 
idoUty  ho  oodd  depend,  who  were  folly  instmeted  how  to  aoty  in  oaso 
of  onkorgency.  Tho  MoLeod,  being  one  of  the  most  poweiful  of  tho 
dnefo  ianiled,  tho  seat  of  iionoar  nozt  to  that  of  tho  host^  was  kept 
^aoant  for  hiBi»  in  hopes  diat  ho  might  arrivo  ovon  at  a  hior  hoot, 
no  sabstaataal  part  of  tho  feast  was  ahoady  over,  aad  tho  goblet  waa 
.  boiog  freely  Girculated,  when  tho  door  of  tho  hall  was  soddoaly  throwa 
opoiiy  aad  a  noblo»  aad  stalwart  personage,  walked  into  the  midst  of 
tho  company— with  ereot  carriage^  and  aieasarod  paoo.  Ho  woroa^ 
honaot  of  mrasnal  form,  and  was  muffied  ap  ia  an  ample  plaid  of  a  pat- 
tern nono  present  recognised,  which  concealed  the  lower  part  of  hia 
ooaatenaaeo.  His  saddoa  appearance*  arrested  tho  attention  of  the 
^Boeta,  and  the  namo  of  McLeod  was  passed  ronnd,  in  aodiUe  whispers, 
whidi  reached  the  ears  of  Rintail,  on  which  he  beckoned  to  his  seoosohal 
tb  oondnot  him  to  tho  head  of  tho  table.  The  stranger  obeyed  tho 
invit^kioD,  aad  in  confronting  the  host»  made  a  slight  inolioation  of  tho 
body,— then  ^tood  before  him,  in  an  erect  po8itioo,-*inotionles8,  and 
siteatto  Kintail  at  ooooi  ofiEmd  a  brief  apology,  for  his  apparent  want 
of  eoortosy,  in  having  eommeaoed  die  festivities  before  his  arrival,  and, 
addrffoning;  him  as  McLeod,  bade  himto  nnfold  himself,  and  be  seated-* 
amvriag  him  at  the  same  time  that  none  but  friends  were  preseat,— 4o^ 
whieh  ^ho  straager  repUed  deliberately,  with  a  firm  and  sonorons  voice:—- 
«a  am  aoi  MeLeodT  <«  Whoever  thoa  may'st  be,'*  said  Eintail,  **  with 
tho  asaoranoe  I  givo  thee  why  shoddst  thoa  heatato  to  shew  as  thy  feoe? 
Art  tboB  ashamed  of  it"? 

**AAaiafJ**  replied  the  stranger  rather  emutedly— but  commandiag 
||i«mBJ^  sepliod^i**'  la  a  proraiscooas  oompaiqr  like  thti^  I  may  hava 
daady  peisoaal  eoeoaies-^give  me  thy  word  that  I  shall  bo  ffftttholasSi 
aad  thoa  shalt  see  me  uncoYored.** 
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**Whcefw  thou  mayit  be**  npfied  Haok«Diio— *<eieep6if  onty 
Glengany  himadf  I  promue  thee."  Oq  which  the  rtniig«r}  stepped 
fonrardy— threw  aside  his  pkid,  and  boldly  exclaimed— **  Glenganj 
may  bdeed  fed  proud  to  be  thus  distiDgmshed—- Jam  GUmgarryr"^ 
and  at  the  same  moment  sprang  upon  Kintail,  seised  him  with^the  left 
hand,  and  pinned  him  to  hb  chair ;  whilst  he  held  in  his  right  hand  n 
naked  dagger*  within  an  inch  of  his  throat* 

A  moment  of  (earful  silence  ensued,  each  guest  suddenly  rose  fiom 
his  chair,  dirk  in  hand,  ready  to  annihilate  his  neighbomv  under  the 
impression  that  he  was  himself  about  to  be  yictimiied*  The  men  of 
Kintail  were  about  to  fly  to  the  rescue  of  their  chief,  which  being  quickly 
perceived  by  Glengarry,  he  cried  out  with  a  Toioe,  which  re? erberated 
in  eyery  part  of  the  hatl-*^  Stir  not  a  finger,  and  Kintail  is  scatheless^ 
if  a  angle  dirk  be  uplifted,  his  blood  shall  replenish  the  empty  goblet 
before  himP 

Seeing  that  the  slightest  adrance  to  rescue  him,  might*  at  once  asiBl 
his  fate^  every  one  stood  aback,  and  an  awful  but  momentary  pause 
ensued:— when  Kintail  demanded  with  a  faltering  voice,  and  half  choked 
utterance— ^^  What  wouldst  thou  with  me,  Glengarry?'' 

^  Thou  hast  in  thy  possession"  he  replied,  ^  letters  of  outlawry,  fire 
and  sword  against  me— produce  them  instantly!" 

''  How  can  I  comply,  when  thou  wilt  not  permit  any  one  to  move** 
sqoined  KintaiL 

It  was  suggested  that  the  minister,  who  was  present,  should  be  sent 
for  them.  He  soon  returned  with  the  papers^  and  placed  them  befinre 
Glengarry. 

<^  Nowi"  sud  he  to  Kintail,  **Iet  thy  minister  be  thy  amanuensis,  and 
dictote  a  letter  to  his  Majesty,  settmg  forth  my  own  loyalty,  and  that 
of  my  brave  dansmen  ;  and  let  him  add  a  petition,  that  he  may  be 
graciously  pleased  to  make  restitution  of  the  lands  confiscated  book  m% 
in  consequence  of  thy  former  false  representntions''!— which  being  done 
and  duly  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  ;~-^  Now,"  said  Glengany—- 
^  swear!  that  I  shall  be  permitted  to  depart  hence  scatheless,  and  that 
thou  wilt  fidthfally  and  honestly  hold  to  these  thy  engagements." 

''I  swear!"  said  Kintail;  '•!  swear  solemnly,  all  thde  things'*  On  which 
Glengarry  quietly  released  him  from  his  grasp,  coolly  sheathed  his  dirk, 
and  seated  himself  in  the  chair  which  had  been  reserved  for  McLeod,  as 
unconcernedly  as  if  he  were  McLeod  himself,— "then  deliberately  filled 
the  goblet  before  him  to  the  brim,  drank  to  the  health  of  Kintail^ 
drained  it,  and  then  turned  the  goblet  bottom  upwards  in  proof  that  he 
had  done  justice  to  the  toast! 
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*<  Gleiiguiy,''  saidKiDtttl  ''Idrinkto  thee  as  a  friendir-ihy  hrave 
betring^  and  geUant  oonnige  ihk  day  have  made  it  imponiUe  I  ooald 
mnaia  thy  penoual  enemy.*' 

The  goblei  waa  passed  romid»  to  the  health  of  the  ohieis  of  Kiatail 
and  GleDgany»  which— in  the  ordinary  language  of  the  present  dayr— 
^  was  most  cordially  responded  to  by  all  presenty  and  the  brare  Glen* 
gany  retixed  amidst  the  plaudits  of  an  admiring  assembly." 

To  be  a  sncoessful  highland  chief  in  those  days  reqaired  a  more  than 
cffdinaiy  amoont  of  moral  oonragey  and  of  mental  and  physical  capability. 
Many  of  their  leooxded  acts  of  heroic  brayeiy  are  nnequalied  by  modem 
examples  ;— and,  on  the  other  hand  many  instances  may  be  addooedt 
which  might  jnstly  be  regarded  as  barbarously  cruel,  and  would  be  held 
as  diflgracefiDd  to  modem  warfare.  It  is,  howeyer,  questionable^  if  in 
the  present  age  there  exists  a  more  dignified  sense  of  honour,  in  wartike 
pQTfuitSy  or  if  the  more  scientific  and  refined  means  and  appliances  of 
modem  warfiue  be  less  cruel  than  those  of  the  Highland  Chiefii  of 
Sotoku  timffi^ 


THE  SEASON  OF  1860. 

It  must  be  a  matter  for  congratulation  amongst  the  numerous  body  of 
yaf^tsmen  to  observe  the  steady  and  progressive  increase  that  annually 
takes  place  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  various  fleets  of  the  differ* 
eat  clube,  that  now  ccmstitute  so  important  a  feature  among  the  national 
institutions  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Associated  as  their  numbers  are 
lor  the  establishment  and  promotion  of  the  manly,  spirit  stirring,  and 
truly  national  sport  of  yachting,  apart  from  the  physical  benefits  and 
healthy  vigour  conferred  upon  those  who  pursue  this  glorious  pastime, 
the  yarious  beneficial  influences  it  exercases  is  of  vast  importance  to  our 
great  maritime  kingdom.  To  the  yachtsman  who  goes  afloat  for  six 
flumths  in  the  year,  whether  it  be  for  a  holiday  cruise  on  the  waters 
that  wash  the  shores  of  his  native  land,  or  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
itirriog  contests  that  periodically  draw  together  an  assemblage  of  vessels 
that  cannot  be  equalled  in  any  part  of  the  globe;  the  amount  of  social 
iatereoorse  that  it  affords,  the  opportunities  it  offers  for  acquiring  cos* 
flBopoKtan  knowledge,  and  the  facilities  presented  for  investigating  sub* 
jects  that  might  otherwise  prove  unattainable,  if  seriously  considered  and 
Advantageously  used,  assume  an  importance  that  cannot  be  lightly  esti* 
aaled.  Whilst  to  the  yachtsman  whom  social  position  and  ample 
mider  indapfiidant  of  time,  and  the  catee  of  tUa  wovk*a-dqr 
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'woM  of  oton,  and  who  is  thereby  enabled  to  extend  his  wanderiogt  to 
ether  elimes,  no  limit  ean  be  placed  to  the  enjojraent  wfaieh  an  energetic 
and  well  regalated  mind,  enlarged  by  stndiona  enltiTatiOD,  will  find  pr»> 
aented  for  its  acceptance.  The  philosopher,  the  natoraUst,  the  atatea- 
man,  the  divine,  the  artist,  the  linguist,  the  soldier  and  sailor;  shodM 
the  roTtng  yachtsman  be  possessed  of  each  or  etery,  or  any  one  of  their 
specialities  he  will  find  ample  time  and  eircamstance  to  draw  tfaeqi 
forth.  Mathematical  geography,  instead  of  proving  a  dry  stady  of 
iwyhood^s  days,  will  be  his  handbook  of  the  road;  the  mysteries  of 
astronomy  will  be  simplified  into  delightful  recreation;  physical  geogra- 
phy will  lead  hib  to  investigate  the  habits  of  the  birds  of  the  air,  and 
the  creatures  of  the  deep,  his  companions  and  co-voyagers  through  die 
day,  and  through  the  night;  and  the  early  dawn  upon  tiie  sea  will  open 
a  brilliant  page  in  Nature^s  book,  through  which  the  principles  of  natu- 
ral  philosophy  will  prove  his  unerring  guide. 

^  To  these  may  be  added  the  many  inducements  that  foreign  eniialng 
holds  forth  for  ihvestigating  the  governments,  productions,  mannfiie^ 
tures,  commerce,  laws,  and  customs  of  other  countries,— a  knowledge  of 
which,  gained  from  personal  observation,  places  the  possessor  amongst 
the  foremost  ranks  of  those  enlarged  minds,  comprehensive  intellects^ 
and  practical  energies,  that  we  delight  to  honor  in  our  political  and 
*^80cial  eirolee. 

But  in  accomplishing  all  this  penonal  gratification  the  yachtsman 
renders  good  service  to  the  State:  where  can  be  seen  more  splendid  spe- 
ieimens  of  Naval  Architecture  than  amongst  our  yacht  fleet?  What 
eountiy  can  produce  such  slashing,  stalwart,  active  sailors  as  swarm  be- 
tieatb  the  brilliant  burgees  that  course  the  seas  firom  the  Solent  to  Cape 
"Wratii,  from  Rathlin  island  to  Cape  Clear?  And  where  amongst  all 
the  maritime  nations  of  the  globe  could  be  witnessed  such  seamanship 
•skill  and  daring,  as  are  annually  witnessed  at  our  great  aquatic  contests  ? 
Then  in  the  production  of  these  beautiful  vessels,  what  an  amount  of 
jempkiyment  is  provided  to  traders  and  manufacturers  j**the  fc^estevj 
ihe  miner,  the  naval  architect,  the  shipwright,  the  flax  grower,  ihn 
weaver,  the  ropemaker,  the  sailmaker,  the  blacksmith,  the  ironfoiinds% 
the  eabinetmaker,  the  plumber,  the  anchorsmith,  the  chaiamaker,  the 
shipehandlar,  tiie  pahiter^  the  glaaier,  ei  sic  de  iimilibmi—eU  furnish 
their  quota ;  and  gorgeous  velvety  glittering  nlk,  and  flashmg  mnon 
render  these  matohless  productions  very  palaoes'  of  the  deep. 

The  season  of  ISfiO  can  weU  bear  comparison  with  the  past ;  <<  ft»> 
Wttdr  '^  Is  stiU  the  yaohtsman's  watchwoid;  the  improvements  have  hean 
fhraiitfMy  «im  fwida  baie  l)tei  Jan^^ 
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Aa  deep  Jmw  Motribatod  their  increase  to  the  yaehtbg  spirit;  our 
fereign  ernisers  are  abroad  in  force,  and  as  befittbg  the  sons  of  that  hmd 
whose  flag  the  son  never  sets  upon,— die  royal  bargees  are  now  as  well 
known  in  foreign  seas  as  is  the  banner  of  St.  George:  our  regattas  have 
been  more  nnmeroos  than  ever,  and  the  prises  as  gallantly  contested; 
and  althoogh  the  weather  thronghont  has  been  nnosaally  wild  and 
seters^  the  racing  dippers  were  not  to  be  driven  from  tlie  sea* 

The  Royal  London  Taoht  Club  opened  the  season  on  Tuesday  the 
l^th  of  May,  with  handsome  prises  for  third  class  yachts  and  Teasels 
ander  six  tons;  over  a  coarse  from  Erith  Bay  round  a  boat  off  CW 
HioQse  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich.  The  first  priae»«a  handsome  nl* 
ver  salver,  ralue  30  sovs.,  was  won  by  the  Haidee  cotter,  8  tons,  lin 
Bartlett:  tXus  soocessful  little  dipper  was  built  by  Hatcher  of  South- 
ampton in  the  spring  of  '59 ;  she  sailed  four  times  that  year,  and  beat 
everything  she  went  against.  She  was  sailed  by  W.  Truckweli  of 
behen  ferry,  a  cotter  sailor  of  no  mean  repute,  who  added  much  to  hia 
lanreb  on  this  day.  The  second  priae,  a  purse  of  10  sovs.  was  won  by 
the  Violeti  9  tons,  Lord  De  Bos,  an  able  litUe  vessel  built  by  Adous  of 
Brigfatlingsea  in  1855:  she  was  well  sailed  during  the  match  by  her 
BoUe  owner,  who  was  accompanied  by  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  commodore 
of  the  Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club.  The  third  prise,  a  purse  of  5  sovs., 
was  awarded  to  the  Surprise  cutter,  8  tons,  Mr.  Carr ;  she  was  built  by 
Wallis  of  Blackwall. 

Of  the  vessels  under  riz  tons  ibe  Blue  Belle,  Mr.  Ridgway,  won*the 
silver  baon  and  cream  jug,  value  15  sovs.  There  was  an  E.S.E.  wind, 
jttst  a  pleasant  gaff-topsail  breeie  at  starting,  which  flew  round  during 
the  afternoon  to  S.  and  S.W.  with  heavy  rain. 

The  Royal  Tliames  Tadit  Club  came  second  on  the  Hst  of  meetings^ 
and  held  the  first  match  on  Wednesday,  ibe  SOth  of  May,  for  second, 
third  and  fourth  dass  yachts.  The  course  was  from  Erith  Bay,  forHhe 
seeond  class  roond  a  mark  about  a  mile  below  Southend,  and  for^the 
smaller  vessels  round  a  mark  boat  off  the  Chapman  Head  and  back. 

A  most  ezdting  match  took  place  between  the  two  fiiunous  dippers^ 
Theoght  and  Phantom,  which  eventuated  in  die  Phantom  winning  by 
Im.  10s.,  after  a  tremendous  struggle,  and  pladng  the  pair  of  silver 
daret  jogs,  value  50  sovs.  on  her  owner^s  sideboard. 

The  gallant  little  Quiver,  12  tons,  (of  the  fourth  class,)  Captain  T. 
Chamberiayne,  defeated  the  Kitten  18,  Laura  20,  and  Psyche  18,  all  of 
the  third  dass,  and  took  the  silver  tea  service,  value  40  sovs.,  of  that 
dass,  whilst  the  Kitten  recdved  the  first  priae  of  the  fourth  dass,  a 
Iwodsome  silver  tankard,  valoe  80  sovs.,  and  the  Soathamptom  Folly, 

wo.  1.— TOL.  X.  ■ 
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12  toniflii  Mn  Paity,  the  leooad  prize  in  the  sitme  ola9S|  defentiog  VioU^i 
polohestet  Folly,  and  Laifinu 

The  weather  was  fine  and  genial  throughoat  the  day,  with  a  niod 
gaff*top9ail  breeze  at  W.N.W^  which  held  true  ;  although  at  early 
morning  there  were  strong  indications  of  a  stiff  nor^- wester.  Tho 
Laura  built  by  Hatcher  of  Southampton  for  Colonel  Armytage— 'a  res* 
sel  combining  great  ability  with  speed,  sailed  remarkably  well  during 
this»  her  first  match. 

The  PHnce  of  Wales  Tacht  Club^  which  in  former  yean  almost  ioTa-* 
riably  opened  the  season  on  the  Thames,  this  year  yielded  their /%retA|^ 
to  the  Royal  London,  and  appeared  third  in  die  aquatic  register. 
Thursday,  the  dlst  of  May,  was  about  as  damp  and  unpleasant  a  day  a9 
ever  a  fleet  of  canyas-backs  gave  muslin  to  woo  the  wind;  it  was  tain, 
lain,  rain, — heavy,  heavier,  heaviest,  and  viet  versa  with  agreeable  re-» 
gnlarity.  The  prizes  offered  were  a  silver  claret  jug,  value  25  sova.^ 
presented  by  Vice- Commodore  Knibbs,  and  for  the  second  boat  a  silveir 
oup,  value  10  sovs.,  given  by  the  dub^  with  10  sovs.  added:  these  priaea 
were  for  fixed  keels. 

For  centre-board  boats  not  exceeding  8  tons,  a  silver  salver,  value 
10  sovs.,  given  by  the  dub,  time  for  tonnage,  one  minute.  Course  hom 
Erith  Bay  to  the  Chapman  Head  and  back.  One  of  the  objeets  of  thia 
day's  sailing  was  to  ascertun  the  relative  merits  of  the  fixed  keels  aod 
the  centre-boarders,  and  both  classes  were  sent  round  the  same  coulise. 
'  The  fixed  keels  were  the  Wild  Wave,  12  tons,  Mr.  Sadlier,  Haidee, 
8  tons,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Midge,  10  tons,  Mr.  Adam,  Surprise,  8  tons.  Me* 
Carr,  and  Violet,  9  tons.  Lord  de  Ros.  The  result  of  the  race  was 
exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the  Royal  London  on  the  15th  of  M^y  ;  tbo 
Haidee  carrying  off  the  first,  and  the  Violet  the  second  prize,  as  had 
been  anticipated,  the  Surprise  taking  third  place.  A  lumpy  sea  in  Long^ 
Reach  on  the  way  down  put  the  quietus  to  the  struggle  between  the 
"centre  boarders^'  and  the  *^  fixed  keels'*,  the  latter  going  away  fsst,  so 
that  no  satisfactory  oonolusion  could  be  arrived  at  as  to  the  respeetLve 
merits  of  the  two  classes.  The  centre  board  prize  was  won  by  the  Spray, 
4  tons,  Mr.  Haines,— defeating  the  Little  Vixen,  6  tons.  Midge  6,  and 
the  Czarina,  4.  The  Spray  was  built  at  Mr.  Green's  ship-yard  91aQk- 
wall  in  the  spring  of  1859,  for  Mr.  Forrester  Britten,  and  won  two 
matches  previous  to  ibis— her  third  triumph.  The  weather  as  we  hare 
stated  was  an  unceasing  down  pour  of  rain,  with  however  a  nice  hfeen* 
firom  E.S.E.,  which  rather  lightened  towards  the  afternoon, 
,  The  Ranelagh  Tacht  Club  held  their  first  match  on  Tuesday*  JTaae 
^thf  with  a  Silver  Cup,  value  12  sovs.  for  yachts  with  fixed  keels*  and 
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mWirm  Cop  yntie  12  lom  for  ctolare  Board  boUi ;  iha  homrm  wai  fionl 
BattuBM  firidgo  to  a-baqy  moored  o£F  die  river  Waiidle,  three  timei 
up  and  down  :  time  baif«miiiiite  per  ton.  The  fixed  keels  were  Katei 
4  toofy  Mr*  F.  J.  Jaekaon,  Clara  7  tona,  Mr.  J.  B.  Banndy,  aiid  8eUiia» 
fij^  toon.  Rear  C^numodore  Pick.  The  centre  hoaMa  were  Caarina^  4 
lona,  Mr.  B.  B.  Moore,  P^dent»  2^  tons,  Mn  &  QamhardeUa^  and 
9pT9j,  6  toni,  Mr.G.  Hainea.  There  was  t  nioe  atiff  breeae  at  S.W« 
kW.  Mnch  interest  attaohed  to  thb  matdi  as  to  whether  the  centre 
boafd  or  the  fixed  keel  yachts  diould  prove  the  fiMtast  for  above  bridga 
matohes  :  the  little  Spraj  however  soon  showed  her  powers  and  went 
away  with  the  lead,  winning  as  she  liked  ;  between  the  fixed  keel  j^achtt 
Clalna  and  Sjtte  thifere  was  a  very  sharp  contest  which  termmated  by 
Clara  defuiting  Kato  by  faalCfa-minute.   . 

The  Norfolk  and  Sdioy  k  Tacht  Clnb  opened  their  ruing  season  on 
fta  Tare  at  Cantley  on  the  7th  of  June.  The  latteen  rigged  mateh 
S»r  a  CSiallenge  Prise  of  15  sovs.  was  won  by  the  Vampire^  Mr.  Everett^ 
defeating  the  Merlin  and  Aialanta :  and  the  Challenge  Price  of  15  sovs. 
Car  entter  yadits  was  won  by  the  Behridere  9  tons»  Mr.  Read,  dofeatiog- 
Alt  Oberon»  and  Union. 

.  The  Challenge  Cup  value  80  sovs  of  the  saaie  club  was  oontested  for 
on  the  8th  of  Jane»  when  the  Enchantress,  6  tons^  Mr.  Green  defeated 
the  6elvidere,<-*the  winner  on  the  previons  day. 

On  Wednesday,  June  Idth  the  second  match  of  the  Royal  London 
Yacht  Cldb  came  off :  the  prises  were  a  Silver  Tankard  valne  SO  sovs. 
Four  silver  salt  celkurs  and  a  mustard  pot  value  20  sovs.  and  a  purse  of 
10  sovs.  for  the  first  class  yachts.  Silver  claret  jug  value  30  sovs.,  %- 
pvnse^of  10  soVs.,  and  a  purse  of  5  sovs.  for  the  second  class.  Consio 
derable  interest  was  excited,  as  a  splendid  new  clipper,  butU  by  Harvey 
q£  Ipswksh,  the  Audax,  90  tons,  beloifeging  to  Mr.  J.  H.  JohnstoUi  was 
to  inake  her  debute  her  opponents  were  the  well  known  vessels  Glance 
and  Thought ;  the  Phantom  was  entered,  but  did  not  appear  to  like 
the  strong  wind.  In  the  second  class  the  new  vessel  the  Laura,  20 
tons^  Colonel  Armytage,  contended  against  the  Gipsy  schooner,  20  tons 
and  the  wdl-known  little  Kitten,  13  tons.  The  course  for  the  first 
dass  was  from  Erith  Bay  round  the  Nore  Light-ship  and  back,  and  for 
the  aeoond  dass  round  a  boat  off  Southend  and  back. 

There  was  a  slashing  double  reefed  mainsail  breese  at  S.W.,  and. 
tfaoae  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present  witnessed  as  fine  a  mateh. 
aa  ever  was  sailed.    The  Audax  took  the  lead  from  the  stert  and  kept 
it  throughout,  but  the  Thought  heat  her  in  time,  in  fact  the  Audax 
tail  ihe  mateh  by  beieg  foieed  to.  tack  in  Erith  Rands  on  the  read» 
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borne,  nuwght  thnvfore  took  finl  prin  and  Andaz  seoond.  Hm 
Laimi  profod  henolf  an  out  and  ont  fiut  and  able  venel  b  bar  claa% 
ahe  carried  off  the  fint  priae,  and  Kitten  ibe  second. 

Thnndqri  June  i4tb»  tbe  Boyal  Thamee  Tadit  Chib  aeoond  match 
casM  off  fiir  fint  daei  onttera  orer  S5  tone,  for  a  rilver  pbtean,  value 
100  aov8«:  and  a  iilver  tea  service  value  50  sova.  for  Corinthian  crewi^ 
in  vessels  not  exceeding  85  tons,  half  minute  time.  The  Andaz,  59 
tonsi  Mr.  J.  H.  Johnston^  Oianoe  86*  Mr.  A.  Duncan  ;  and  the  Osprey 
6%  Colonel  R.  H.  Hoey,  started  in  the  first  class  race.  In  the  Amateur 
match  were  the  Thought » 27  tons,  Mr.  F.  O.  MaiahaU, — manned  by 
Mr*  Forrester  Britten,  Captains  Baldock  and  Thome,  and  Messra. 
Bodge^  L.  Paine,  B.  Hewett,  Schlotel,  C.  Jones,  A.  S.  Davey,  and  B. 
GreenbiU.  Kitten  18  tons,  Mr.  R.  J.  Leach,— manned  by  Mesan. 
Knibba,  Poppleton,  Ayckboum,  Moss,  Wall  and  Mumford.  Violet^  9 
tons^  Lord  De  Ros,— manned  by  Lord  Do  Ros,  Lord  C(Jville,  Lord 
Dallceith,  Hon.  Col.  De  Ros^  Captain  Seymour,  and  Mr.  H.  Treberne* 
There  was  a  strong  breeze  at  S.W.  and  the  struggle  lay  for  a  oonaidei^ 
aUe  part  of  the  day  between  the  Audax  and  Osprey,  with  the  Glance 
well  and  cautiously  sailed,  the  Audax  eventually  took  the  lead,  but  tbe 
Glance  ran  in  at  the  finish  one  minute  ^re  seconds  within  her  time,  and 
wrested  the  bard  fought  prize  from  the  Audax  at  the  flag-ship. 

In  the  Corinthian  match  the  Thought  had  it  all  her  own  way;  she 
bad  the  advantage  in  tonnage,  and  a  powerful  crew,  and  in  the  strong 
8.W.  wind  that  blew  throughout  the  day  she  proved  too  good  for  her 
smaller  antagonists,  which  were  however  sailed  throughout  the  match 
vrith  great  skill  and  determination. 

The  Birkenhead  Model  Tacht  Club  held  their  first  matdi  on  Saturday, 
June  9th,  for  a  silver  cup,  value  15  sovs.  when  a  gallant  little  flieet  of 
five  made  their  appearance,  via:  White  Squall,  4^,  Mr.  A.  C.  Anderson, 
Snake,  7^,  Mr.  W.  Wilkinson,  Stella,  8^,  Mr.  A.  Bower,  Vision,  7^^ 
Mr.  C.  H.  Coddington,  Zephyr,  5^,  Mr.  R.  Beaver.  Snake,  however 
soon  cut  out  the  work,  the  Vision  being  the  only  craft  that  shewed  near 
ber  throughout  the  match,  and  won  the  cup  in  famous  style. 

The  Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club  Schooner  match  was  announced  for 
Friday,  June  29th;  a  priae  value  100  sovs.  was  offered,  open  to  all 
sehooners  of  Royal  Clubs,  with  a  prize  value  30  sovs.  to  the  second 
vessel.  The  only  vessel  entered  was  the  Wildfire,  and  conseqoently 
the  match  did  not  come  off. 

Saturday,  SOth  of  June,  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club  held  their 
.regatta  for  first  class  yachts  of  85  tons  and  upwards;  second  class  of 
15  to  S5,  and  third  class  of  8  to  15.    Owing  to  the  severity  of  tbe 
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ipsaiher  a  number  of  first  and  teeond  oImi  twids  win  ptereBied 
vrinng  oo  die  etetion,  and  the  third  ebn  priae  alone  waa  oontaatad* 
A  rwj  apirited  eontaat  ensQed»  which  ended  bjr  Ae  Viaion,  8  tone. 
Mn  C  H.  Oodding^on,  defeating  the  Men%  yawl  of  12  tonit  and  the 
Vieloria  iloop  of  18  tona^  winning  the  priae  a  ▼ery  handaooM  ailvar 
enp,  Taloe  20  aovereigna. 

The  Rojal  St  George's  Tacht  Glob  Regatta  wai  held  on  the  llthand 
12th  Jolj^  and  as  usnal  attracted  an  immense  fleet  of  yachts  to  that 
fiivomite  yachting  station*  The  first  priae  on  the  first  day  was  a  pmse 
of  100  sovereigns  giTcn  by  the  Clnb  for  all  yachts  of  80  tons  and  up* 
waida,  time  allowed  according  to  the  graduated  scale  of  the  club :  there 
waa  a  splendid  entry  for  die  race>  ns:  Andax,  59  toos»  J.  H*  Johnatooy 
Esq.,  Aura,  48  tons,  W.  H.  Ellis,  Esq^  Surge,  52  tons,  C.  T.  Cooper, 
Esq.,  Vigilant,  88  tons,  J.  C*  Atkins,  Esq.,  Sibyl,  89  tons,  Sir.  J. 
Amott»  Wildfire^  schooner,  59  tons,  J.  Tamer*Tamer,  Esq.,  Chanes^ 
adiooBer,  76  tons^  D.  Kchardson,  Esq.,  Secret,  38  tons^  T.  D.  Keogfa, 
Esq.,  Storm,  S6  tons,  J.  Graham,  Esq.,  La  Trayiatay  schooneri  6S  tons, 
W.  D.  Seymonr,  Esq.  The  course  was  the  nsoal  one  in  Dublin  Bay. 
the  wind  at  S.E«,  light  and  very  yariable,  hauling  up  to  the  N.W. 
and  again  veering  back  to  S.8.E.  Sibyl  went  to  the  £ront  at  die  con* 
dosion  and  won  die  purse  in  the  midst  of  a  nearly  fiat  calm,  loudly 
cheered  for  her  victory  over  such  a  fieet  of  dippers,— ndthougb  it  could 
not  be  cdled  a  satisfectorily  dedsive  one^  owing  to  the  finctuating 
nature  ci  the  wind  throughout  die  day. 

For  the  priae  of  80  sovs.  the  Vivid,  25  tons,  over  the  short  couise  de- 
feated die  Banba.  For  the  purse  of  20  sovs.  the  Bijou  12  tons,  over 
the  short  course,  defeated  the  Fairy,  12  tons^  Banshee,  8  tons.  Magnet^ 
12  tons.  Virago,  1 1  tons.  Dove,  12  tons,  Ida,  9  tons. 

Thursday,  ]2th,  ofiered  a  splendid  programme  of  sailing,  but  a  dense 
tog  setting  in  precluded  die  possibility  of  starting  the  first  race  at  dia 
ifpointed  time  $  however  at  12  o'clock  the  Sailing  Committee  acceding 
to  die  wishes  of  those  engaged,  started  the  following  veaMis  for  the 
£70  plate.  The  Audaz,  Storm,  Aura,  Secret,  Vivid,  Vigilant,  Aileen, 
and  Sibyl.  At  lb.  the  Sibyl  returned  into  harbour,  dedaring  it  to  be 
impoasible  to  make  out  the  mark  boats ;  the  others  returned  at  intervals 
with  the  exception  of  the  Vivid,  who  remdned  out  and  returning  al  a 
kte  homr  ddmed  die  priae  as  having  gone  round  such  of  the  flag-boata 
as  remained  at  their  stations  ;  the  Sdling  Committee  however  ruled 
agnaat  such  a  daim,  and  decided  that  the  priae  should  be  sailed  for 
^gdn. 

Friday  opened  auspidously  with  a  slashing  gde  at  S.S.E.|  and  even- 
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tMUy  to  SmA  milh  •  riMog  #md  and  heayy  0IM  ;  at  llh.  42m.  ^ 
fcUowiag  nmoli  atartsd  for*  the  X70  plate,  preaented  by  the  Royal  liiai| 
Clttb.  The  Suige,  52  tons*  C.  T.  Couper,  Esq^  Audaz,  59  tone,  J. 
H,  Johnston,  Esq.,  Vigilant^  88  tons,  J.  C.  Atkioa,  Eeq.,  Secret,  38 
T.  n.  Keogb,  Bsq**  Aur%  48  tons,  W.  H.  Eili^,  Esq^  Storm,  86  toni^ 
J.  Graham,  Esq ,  Sibyl,  89  tons,  Sir  J.  Amott,  Aileen,  89  tons,  J. 
Wheelet* 

After  a  tremendous  struggle  between  the  Andax  and  Sorge^  both  of 
wUeh  were  apendidly  sailed,  the  Sarge  was  declared  the  winner  in  time 
bj  barely  10  seconds }  splendid  work  otct  a  58  mile  course  1  For  tha 
prise  of  £60  given  for  schooners,  one  of  the  finest  matches  oyer  wit* 
osssed  came  off  between  the  Chance,  Wildfire^  Amy,  Heroine^  La 
Traviats,  Imogene^  Leonora,  and  Zouaye.  The  Wildflower  was  entoed 
bit  did  not  start,  as  was  also  the  Vestal,  Vice-commodore  Henry,  hot 
she  did  not  arrive  in  time.  These  fine  vessels  made  a  magnificent  rae^k 
doing  tlie  course  in  a  shorter  time  than  the  first  class  cutters,  Hecoine 
bung  declared  the  winner  on  time»  defeating  the  Chance  by  8  minntea 
29  seconds* 

For  the  priae  of  £20  the  celebrated  littie  Surprise,  R.  Johnston,  Esq.^ 
obtaineda  signal  victory  over  the' Bijou,  Fairy,  Sappho^  Magnet,  Maiy^ 
Alaos^  and  Dove*     Sappho  came  in  a  good  second. 
.  The  BelCttt  Lough  Regatta  came  off  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  July.. 
The  course  was  the  usual  one  in  the  Lough,  twice  round,  making  a 
distance  of  32  nautic  miles  ;  the  wind  was  W.N.W.,  and  ste^y;  the^ 
start  was  £rom  off  Cultra.     For  the  £40  purse  die  following  vessels 
started:— Surge,  Vigilant,  Secret,   Storm  and  L^Eclair.     Surge  took 
the  lead  and  kept  it  throughout,  winning  in  beautiful  style.     For  the 
£40  purse  for  schooner  or  lugger  yachts  the  following  started,  Heroine^ 
Amy,  Chance,  and  Tana.     After  a  very  exciting  race  between  Amy 
and  Chsnce,  the  former  was  declared  the  winner  by  1  second. 

For  the  third  race  three  prises  were  offered,  vis: — £15  to  the  first 
yachts  £5  to  the  second,  and  £2  to  the  third  ;  the  following  started:— 
Bijou,  11  tons,  R.  D.  Kane,  Emmeline,  8  tons,  W.  Greer,  Fly,  10  tons. 
J.  Campbell,  Dove^  12  tons,  T.  D.  Keogh,  Ida  8  tons  J.  A  Lyle,  Isa, 
15,  J.  W.  Osborne.  Sixteen  mife  course.  Dove,  Bijou  and  Fly  were 
dedarsd  the  respective  wmners. 

Fourth  mce  there  were  also  three  prizes  oflered  to  tiie  Mosquito 
fleeti  £10  to  the  first,  3  to  the  second  and  2  to  the  third.  The  ibllow- 
ing  little  vessels  started:-— Leda,  InvindUe,  Arrow,  Jenny,  Lightnibg, 
Pet.      The  Invincible,  Pet,  and  Arrow  carried  off  the  prises. 

Thursday  opened  with  a  fresh  breeae  at  N.W.     The  first  race  wss 
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flir  a  pme  d  60  fo^ra.  for  which  the  foU^ving  Tesseb  tterted :  Secret, 
Slorm,  Vigiiaot,  and  Sarge*  As  had  been  anticipated  at  the  starts  the 
Surge  went  in  and  won  as  she  liked. 

Seoond  race  for  a  purse  of  30  sofs.  was  contested  by  the  Li^hining, 
Ymd,  Sappho,  Mary  Alice,* and  Banba*  The  latter  took  the  lead  froin> 
start  to  finish  and  won  the  purse  cleverly*  • 

For  the  third  race  there  were  three  prises  :  ^  15  to  the  fint;  £6  to 
the  seoond;  £4  to  the  third:  the  following  yessels  started :-~Eagle^-  Fly, 
8inineKne»  In?in<sble,  Leda,  Bijou,  Doye,  Jenny  and  Ida.  Invinc%le 
woo  the  first  prize,  beating  the  Bijou  on  time  by  29  seconds:  Bijov' 
second  prin,  and  Doye  third. 

The  Great  Ocean  Match  from  Kingstown  to  Cork  was  an  ezperimeal 
on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Cork  Tacht  Club,  and  a  most  triumphant  one  it 
turned  out  to  be.  In  future  seasons  we  shall  look  out  for  many  repett^'^ 
tioBfl  of  such  matches,  and  we  trust  the  Royal  Cork  Club  will  retain 
the  prestige  of  haying  originated  it,  by  holding  a  similar  one  eyery 
year.  The  prise  for  this  match  was  a  purse  of  25  sovereigns,  with  a 
sweepstakes  of  half  a  sovereign  each.  Seventeen  vessels  took  part  in 
the  contest  ranging  from  140  to  25  tons.  The  folk>wing  were  the 
entries:— Kingfisher  schooner,  20  tont,  Cooper  Penrose,  Esq.,  Urania, 
schooner  140  tons,  W.  Wise^  Esq.,  Mystery  cutter  25  tons,  P.  S.  French, 
Esq.,  Sibyl  cutter  39  tons,  Sir  J.  Amott,  Vigilant  cutter  38  tons,  J.  C. 
Atkins,  Esq.,  Dryad  cutter  85  tons,  D.  H.  Trant,  Esq.,  Mask  cutter  2& 
tons,  Rev.  E.  Newenham,  Windward  schooner  36  tons  G.  Robinson, 
Esq.,  Ronna  eutter  33  tons.  Sir  J.  Amott,  Watmr  Lily  yawl  80  tons, 
Sir  Jooelyn  Coghill,  Bart.*  Peri  cutter  80»  J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq.,  La 
Traviata  schooner,  SS  tons,  W.  D.  Seymour,  Esq.,  Aileen  cutter,  40 
tons  J.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  Wildflower  schooner,  48  tons,  S.  Little,  Esq., 
Wildfire  schooner,  59  tons,  J.  Turoer-Tumer,  Esq.,  Leonora,  schooner,- 
116  tons,  G*  P.  Haughton,  Esq.y  Traviata  cntter,  50  tons^  Captain 
Gostella.  From  lOh.  30m.  to  lib.  20m.  a.m.,  on  Saturday,  the  14th 
sC  Jnly,  the  vessels  got  underway  from  Kingstown  harbour,  and  the 
contest  commenced.  After  many  changes  daring  the  day,  Sibyl  waa 
the  leading  vessel  at  lOh.  p.m.  with  the  Dryad  }-  at  daylight  in  the 
morning  the  Peri,  Kingfisher,  Leonora,  and  Urania  were  ahead,  and' 
daring  the  whole  of  the  15th,  they  held  a  great  lead  ;  in  the  16th  at 
day-break,  the  Sangfisher  entered  the  Narrows  at  Cork  with  the  Fsri' 
dose  in  her  wake,  and  the  Sybil  overhauling  both  fast ;  she  passed  the 
Kingfisher  to  the  southward  of  ^e  Spit  Lighthouse,  the  Peri  just 
inside  of  it,— and  after  as  fine  a  race  as  ever  was  sailed  the  Sibyl  went 
ia  a  gallant  winner  at  5h.  20|n.  a.nk  on  the  miMOung  of  the  lOth^*^ 
sfter  an  arduous  struggle  of  53  houe  20  minutes. 
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The  rag«ite  of  the  Rojral  Cork  Tacht  Club  oommeneed  oa  Tbwnimf 
the  19th  of  July.  The  first  race  wasforapitie  pieseaied  by  W.  Wis^ 
Esq.,  Urania  schooner,  a  yery  large  and  handsome  Silver  claret  jog — 
value  100  gaineas.  The  foUomng  ressels  started,  with  a  strong  breeae 
at  N.W*:— Zouare  schooner,  Sibyl  cutter,  Aura,  Wildfire  sehoooer. 
Surge  cutter,  Audaz  cutter.  After  a  slashing  contest  the  prize  was 
won  m  gallant  style  by  the  Audax,  with  the  Surge  second,  and  Acm 
third.'* 

The  second  race  for  a  purse  of  45  sovs.  was  contested  by  tho  following 
Tessels  ;  Aileen,  Storm,  Wildflower,  Secret,  Lurline^  and  Foam.  After  . 
A  gallant  struggle  Secret  came  in  first,  but  the  Aileen  lodged  a  protert 
agabst  her  for  fouling,  and  the  Wildflower  agamst  both  fi>r  fouling  her* 
and  each  other ;  the  Sailing  Committee  adjudged  the  priae  to  the 
Wildflower. 

The  fourth  was  the  Railway  priie  of  £25  for  which  only  two  Tesseb 
went :  Flirt,  Captun  H,  H.  Cfiryen,  and  Gertrude,  B.  R.  Boom,  Esq. 
Flirt  won  easily  ;  the  €rertrude  haWng  started  a  plank  during  the  laoe 
and  coming  in  nearly  water-logged. 

On  Friday  there  was  a  nice  breeze  at  N.W.,  the  first  race  was  for  a 
purse  of  100  sots,  for  which  the  "following  started:— ^Secret,  Gertrude^ 
Surge,  Aura,  Audaz,  and  Wildfire.  After  a  yery  exciting  struggle 
between  these  fiye  Tesseb,  Wildfire  came  in  the  winner,  Audax  second 
and  Surge  third. 

The  schooner  match  for  a  purse  of  50  sots,  did  not  fill,  as  the  terma 
of  the  nee  declared  that  three  Tessels  should  start ;  and  as  only  the 
ZouaTC  and  Wildfire  came  to  the  buoys,  the  Wildfire  being  engaged  in 
the  100  SOT.  race,  there  was  no  match. 

For  the  Indian  prize  a  Silver  cup^  value  860  rupees,  the  Sybil  defeated 
Aileen  and  Flirt 

The  RiTer  Steamors  purse  of  15  sots,  brought  out  a  nice  little  fleel 
of  Mosqiuto  dippers,  the  following  contending:— -Fairy  10,  Uriel  10^ 
Fawn  Id,  Zufia  10,  Charm  12.  A  Tcry  pretty  race  took  plaoe  between 
these  Tessels  which  terminated  in  the  Tictory  of  the  Fawn* 

Tuesday,  July  31st,  the  Royal  Tacht  Squadron  commenced  with  the 
match  for  the  Prince  Consort's  Cup,  for  which  the  following  started:—*- 
Osprey  79  tons,  Colonel  R.  W.  Huey,  Marina  83  tons,  Sir  A.  Banner* 
man^  Brunette  85  tons,  Cobnel  Simmons  Smyth,  Arrow  145  tODi^  T. 
Chamberlayne  Esq.,  Lulworth,  115  tons,  J.  Weld  Esq.  The  Anew 
proTed  the  Tictor,  defiMtbg  the  Lulworth  by  6  minutes  and  10  seeoodii 
A  new  plan  of  measurement  for  tonnage  was  tried  at  this  regatta. 
^  On  Thunday,  Aug.  2nd,  Her  Majesty's  cup  was  contended  tot  by 
the  following  tdioonei%—> EoobimtKessb  266  teoi^  Sir  T%  Wbiobeolc^ 
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Albairosfly  110  tons,  T.  Brassey,  Esq.,  Myrtle,  186  tons,  J.  Brown, 
Esq.,  Zouave,  105  tons,  R.  Arabin,  Esq.,  Resolution,  164  tons,  Duke 
of  Rutland,  Aline,  216  tons,  Capt.  C.  S.  A.  Thellusson,  and  Lallah 
Rookh,  126  tons.  Viscount  Bangor.  The  Aline  proved  the  winner, 
defeating  the  Zouave  over  and  above  her  allowance  of  time  of  27in.  46s, 

The  race  for  the  Royal  Squadron  cup  of  100  so  vs.  came  off  Aug.  4, 
contested  by  Audaz,  Amazon^  Osprey,  Arrow,  Lulworth,  Thought, 
Laura,  and  Wildfire.  There  was  a  strong  breeze  at  N.W.  The  Lul- 
worth was  the  lucky  ship,  winning  as  she  pleased,  with  the  Osprey 
second,  and  Wildfire  third, 

The  Milford  Haven  Regatta  came  off  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  July, 
when  the  Surge,  62  tons,  C.  T.  Couper,  Esq.,  beat  the  Wildfire,  Ger- 
trude and  lanthe,  winning  each  day  62  guineas. 

The  Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Regatta  took  place  on  the  3rd  of 
August,  when  our  old  favorite  the  Amazon,  46  tons,  H.  F.  Smith,  Esq./ 
beat  the  Audax  fairly  on  her  merits,  winning  40  sovs.;  the  Thought, 
26  tons,  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.,  beat  the  Ladybird  and  Laura,  winning 
30  sovs.,  and  the  Folly  12  tons,  W.  Parry,  Esq.,  beat  the  Quiver  and 
Louisa. 

The  Lough  Carlingford  Regatta  took  place  on  August  7th  and  8th, 
and  the  Surge  52  tons,  C.  T.  Couper,  Esq.,  sailing  against  the  Secret 
and  Bauba  on  the  first  day,  won  40  sovs. ;  and  on  the  second  day  she 
beat  the  Secret,  Vivid  and  Banba,  winning  the  challenge  eup,  value  60 
sovs.,  with  26  sovs.  added. 

The  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  RegatU  took  place  at  Ryde,  on 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  August  For  the  prize  value  60  sovs.  with  10 
£or  second  vessel,  the  following  started — Thought,  Glance,  and  Cymba. 
Another  new  mode  of  measurement  was  tried  in  this  match,  so  that  in- 
stead of  the  Vexaia  Qmesiio  of  Measurement  being  in  future  simplified, 
there  appears  a  probability  of  its  becoming  more  complex  and  unsatbfaC" 
tory.  There  was  a  strong  breeze  from  N.W.,  the  Cymba  won  the 
prise  cleverly  ;  Thought  taking  second  prize. 

Wednesday  8th.  a  private  match  between  the  Quiver,  Capt.Xhamber- 
layne,  and  the  Folly  W.  L.  Parry  resulting  in  the  victory  of  the  latter, 
defeating  the  Quiver  by  1  minute  40  seconds. 

On  Thursday  a  prize  of  60  sovs.  with  10  sovs.  for  the  second  vessel, 
bfought  the  following  cutters  belonging  to  the  club  to  the  starting 
buoys: — Julia,  122  tons,  G.  Fielder.  Esq.,  Anrow,  and  Audax.  Accord* 
ing  to  the  terms  of  the  race,  hM  rate  Ackers'  scale:  the  latter  was  the 
wiDoer  by  2m«  42s.,  defeating  the  Arrow,  who  obtained  the  second 
money. 
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The  Weymouth  Royal  Regatta  was  held  on  Aug.  13th,— for  the  first 
prize  of  50  sovs.  the  Audaz,  Wildfire,  Glance,  and  Cyclone,  43,  J. 
Field,  Esq.  contended.  It  was  won  cleverly  by  the  Audax.  The 
necond  prize  of  25  sovs.  the  Thought  and  Phantom  started ;  the  latter 
came  in  three  minutes  ahead  of  Thought  and  having  to  allow  her  time, 
for  difiPerence  of  tonnage.  The  third  prize  of  1 5  sovs.  was  won  easily 
by  the  Quiver  defeating  the  Little  Dorrit,  12  tons,  S.  6.  Talbot,  Esq. 

The  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club,  held  their  regatta  at  Plymouth,  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  August  16th  and  17th.  For  the  first  prize  of 
50  sovs.  the  following  started; — Audax,  Glance,  and  Arrow,  which  the 
Audax  won  on  time  by  5  m.  37s.  For  the  Steam  Company's  plate  of 
25  sovs.,  the  Souvenir  defeated  the  Quiver  and  Gondola,  15  tons,  R. 
Downing,  Esq. 

On  Friday,  a  schooner  match  for  30  sovs.  took  place,  for  which  the 

Camilla,  144  tons,   (late  America,)    H.   E.   Ducie,   Esq.,  defeated   the 

Wildfire,  and  Galatea,   124  tons,  T.  Broad  wood,  Esq.     For  a  prize  of 

50  sovs  the  Audax  and  Glance  started,  allowance  of  time  half-a-minute. 

The  Glance  proved  the  victor  in  time  by  6m.  lis. 

The'i'orbay  Royal  Regatta  was  held  on  Saturday,  Aug.  25th,  when 
for  the  first  prize  of  40  sovs.  and  the  second  of  15  sovs.  was  contended 
for  by  Audax,  Violet,  40  tons,  H.  Eennard,  Esq.,  Thought,  and  Glance. 
The  Audax  won  the  first,  and  the  Violet  the  second.  For  a  purse  of 
20  sovs.  the  Souvenir  defeated  Quiver,  and  Enigma,  10  tons,  J*  H. 
Pope,  Esq. 

The  Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club  Regatta  was  held  on  Thursday  and 
Friday,  Aug.  23rd  and  24th.  For  the  Club  cup,  value  20  guineas, 
four  vessels  started,  viz.  Banshee,  8  tons,  R.  Fawcett,  Esq.,  Vidette,  9 
tons,  C.  D.  Savage,  Esq.,  Bijou,  11  tons,  R.  D.  Kane,  Esq.,  Ranger, 
12  tons,  Capt.  W.  H.  Owen.  The  Bijou  having  fouled  the  Ranger, 
the  latter  was  awarded  the  cup. 

The  Prince  of  Wales'  cup,  value  50  guineas,  was  contested  for  by  the 
Secret,  30  tons,  T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq.,  Gertrude,  15  tons,  6.  R,  Boom, 
Esq.,  and  Magnet,  11  tons,  E.  J.  Bolton,  Esq.,  which  latter  carried  off 
the  prize.  The  Secret  when  well  ahead  ran  ashore  at  Llanfair  in  the 
first  round,  and  consequently  lost  all  chance. 

The  Royal  Holyhead  Yacht  Club  Regatta  took  place  on  Friday, 
Aug.  22nd.  The  Stanley  cup,  value  20  guineas,  was  won  by  the  Bijou 
defeating  the  Magnet,  and  the  Holyhead  cup,  value  50  gpiineas,  was 
won  by  the  Storm,  36  tons,  J.  Graham,  Esq.,  beating  the  Lady  Bird, 
88  tons,  J.  P.  Lethbridge,  Esq.,  and  the  Plover,  35  tons*  Col.  ClifltOD. 

The  Surge  was  ohampicm  of  the  season. 
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BY    AN   OLD   SALT. 


CHAPTER  V. 

1  nHiBHBD  my  last  yarn  by  being  told  to  do  nothing  until  I  was  told 
to  do  something,  or,  in  other  words>  to  consider  myself  under  arrest  till 
Mr.  Smithers  was  pronounced  out  of  danger  by  the  doctor.  This  lasted 
about  three  weeks,  during  which  time  I  quietly  learned  the  highways 
and  byeways  of  a  man-of-war ;  how,  oiit  of  a{^parent  chaos,  order  came 
forth ;  how  disctpfiae  made  people  work,  and  work  io^tker  with  a  will, 
who  neyer  worked  before  with  either  system  or  inclination  ;  how  ditt 
forsook  the  persons  of  the  newly  joined,  unwashed  ;  how  t(iieves  dared 
not  steal,  idlers  dare  not  skulk,  and  women,  whose  habits  on  shore  weie 
debased  and  profligate,  lived  with  the  seamen,  adopting  them,  cleanly, 
orderly  and  sober  lives;  Poor  things  I  often  pitied  them  when  I  heard 
them  confessing  that  their  happiest  time,  as  regarded-  their  peace  of  mind 
and  contentment  was  that  spent  on  board  of  a  man-of-war,  as  the  tem- 
porary partner  of  some  sailor  they  were  attached  to,  and  whom,  not 
bong  allowed  to  leave  the  ship,  the  Government  allowed  to  hare  on 

*  Continued  ftom  page  589,  vol  ix. 
ao.  I. — Yo^*  X,  o 
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board,  to  share  the  good  and  eiril  o£hi8  nautical  prison*  And  I  mosfc 
0ay»  ihe  most  severe  trial  a  first  lieutenant's  countenance  had  to  undergo, 
to  keep  it  under  proper  and  efficient  control,  used  to  be,  when  these 
poor  creatures  were  summoned  on  deck,  there  to  stand  in  a  line  till  he 
had  looked  at  each  in  passing  along  their  firont,  to  see  they  were  dean 
looking  and  decently  doihed.  Some  of  them,  young  and  beautiful^ 
would,  what  John  Chinaman  calls  ''makee  face"  at  this  awful  personage 
as  he  passed,  and  his  difficulty  in  restraining  lus  own,  was  but  too  appa- 
rent, in  the  spasmodic  twitchings  of  his  lips  and  chiui  and  in  the  silent 
wave  of  the  hand  which  dismissed  them,  instead  of  the  usual  **yott  may 
go  below.** 

Naval  matters,  50  years  ago,  have  a  history  completely  their  own. 
Ships  were  not  then  filled  with  seamen  able  and  willing  to  do  thdr 
country's  work  and  fight  her  battles*  The  navy  was  the  receptacle  for 
the  very  outscourings  of  your  goals.  The  footpad,  pickpocket,  house- 
breaker»  and  vagrant  gained  a  spurious  advance  towards  decent  sodety^ 
by  becoming  tenants  at  will  of  H.  M,  ships,  to  the  infinite  terror  of  the 
next  third  of  a  ship's  company,  which  consisted  of  journeymen  tulors, 
shoemakers,  carters,  ploughmen,  and  in  short,  men  of  evexy  calling, 
pressed,  ''nilli  willi"  into  the  service,  and  for  the  first  time  brought  into 
actual  contact  and  association  with  prigs  of  every  grade  and  hne^  and 
dye,  of  systematic  robbery  and  pollution*  The  last  third  of  a  frigate 
ship's  company  consisted  of  a  very  fair  average  of  able  bodied  seamen 
of  good  nautical  skill,  who  looked  with  contempt  on  the  last  third  spoken 
o^  and  most  unfdgned  hatred  of  the  first  lot,  whose  presence  alone 
made  every  good  man  hate  the  floating  prison  where  they  were  herded 
in  common,  and  too  often  blamed  in  common;  and  lastly,  and  worst  of 
all,  flogged  in  common,  for  the  commission  of  acts,  wholly  ori^natin^ 
and  ending  in  the  black-leg  and  thief,  who  knew  but  too  many  ways  of 
implicating  his  fellow  man,  to  lose  sight  of  the  chance  of  getting  him 
flogged  instead  of  himsdf.  The  quantity  of  Irish,  you  get  too  (I  am 
Irish  myself),  houseless,  homeless  wretches,  whose  tenure  of  life  and  all 
its  attributes  was  so  frail,  that  nothing  but  the  absolute  indifference  to 
misery  with  which  Paddy  insults  Fate,  could  keep  the  spark  within  from 
perishing,  morally,  and  physically— and  in  addition,  you  cannot  in  75, 
cases  out  of  100,  make  a  seaman  out  of  an  Irishman ;  why,  I  cant  say, 
except  upon  the  prindple  that  he  insists  upon  always  doing  the  u>ani 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge;  but  it  is  a  well-known  fret— like  the  Dutch, 
and  Belgians  and  Frenchr— the  first  are  good  and  able  seamen,  the  tiro 
last  very  indifferent  ones,  more  espedally  the  Belgians;  so  it  is  with  the 
Irish*    The  English  and  Scotch  are  alike  good  seamen,  bat  the  Irish 
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sddom  or  eiw,  ai  a  whole.    I  know  sundry  eioeptions  of  ooone,  and 
Bke  all  other  exceptions  to  a  bad  rolet  ihey  oome  out  bright  and  dear* 
I  was  shipmate  once  with  a  ooontryman  of  minot  whom  I  found  mean* 
dering  stupid  dmnk  along  the  beach  at  Portsmonih,  clothed  (statue- 
like)  in  nearly  nothing,  a  ragged  shirty  and  as  tattered  a  pair  of  canvas 
tioaaerB,  hnng  his  vAofe  (excose  the  bull)  wardrobe.  He  had  been  paid 
eff  three  weeks  having  lost  the  ends  of  his  fingers  by  patting  them 
cuiaide  the  gunwale  of  a  boat  instead  of  tnside  as  all  other  people  did* 
He  had  on  him  when  turned  out  of  the  service  he  had  fought  and  Ued 
ioy  a  good  suit  of  clothes  and  nearly  £800  in  wages  and  priae*moneyy 
be  was  picked  up  by  one  or  mon  of  that  horde  of  longshore  sharks  that 
battened  and  fietttened  on  tlTe  hard  earned  gains  of  the  open-faianded 
British  seaman  daring  the  war,  and  his  drink  being  drugged,  he  wss 
kept  in  a  state  of  semi-consdousness,  until  at  the  end  of  three  weekly 
be  found  himself  as  he  said  *'  Fast  asleep  on  the  shore,  with  nothing 
left  but  a  hght  heart  and  an  ould  pair  of  trousers^"  he  having  begged 
the  shirt  "  for  dacency's  sake"  before  I  met  him*    As  I  required  hand^ 
I  took  him  on  board,  especially  as  he  distinctly  stated  himself  to  be  an 
aUe  seaman.    I  bought  him  a  smt  of  slop  clothes,  and  on  his  arrival  on 
boaid^  'to  test  his  nautical  abilities  I  told  the  boatswain  to  order  him 
to  make  a  long  splice  in  the  mizen  topsail  halyards  which  were  chafedi 
and  on  my  going  below  to  the  cabin  I  saw  Hat  sitting  on  the  poop  with 
oiarlinipike^  gnaa^  &c.,  before  him,  with  the  severed  ends  of  the  topsail 
halyards  in  his  hands,  and  a  serio-oomique  look  about  his  face  as  if  he 
was  not  a  little  puazled  how  to  proceed.     In  the  course  of  twenty 
minntes  I  went  on  deck,  and  found  Pat  in  precisely  the  same  posture 
SLodjfx  as  when  I  left  him. 

I  was  just  going  to  begin  blowing  him  up  when  he  was  too  qmck  for  . 
me*  for  he  looked  up  in  my  face  with  an  expression  of  the  most  absolute 
amplicity  as  he  said,  ^  Shure,  didn't  yur  honor  call  this  a  long  splice?" 
I  replied  very  crosalyt  '*  I  did  Sir  C  and  was  going  to  add,  *'  Why,  you 
rascal*  isn't  it  fiQished,**  when  he  cut  me  short  by  rejoLoing,  '*  Bedad, 
Sirryott've  the  rights  av  it,  for  it  '11  be  a  long  time  before  FU  finish  it" 
Well*  what  could  I  do,  only  ask  him  to  tell  me  quietly  what  really  he 
could  do.  So  I  ordered  him  into  the  cabin  and  told  him  to  speak  the 
truth  or  I  would  bundle  him  ashore,  naked  as  a  fish,  charging  him  with 
the  He  he  told  me  as  to  being  an  able  seaman.  He  replied  at  once  '<0h' 
your  honour,  if  yeM  been  Ijfing  on  the  cowld  beach  as  I  was,  it  'ud  oome 
natral  to  ye  to  do  the  same.'' 

By  this  time  I  smoked  my  firiend  to  be  a  character,  cursed  with  that 
fond  of  Irish  wit»  which,  like  the  Boomerang,  seems  harled  only  to 
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xetum  and  wound  tiiemtelyes  and  ootmtry.  But  the  next  qnestion  was, 
had  lie  what  he  wast-  a  character?  So  I  ariced  him  for  his  discharge 
ticket  It  was  lost  with  his  kit  and  money.  What  was  he  redlfy  in 
the  ship  he  last  left?  He  was  *^  Jemmy  Ducksy'lie  said*  or  butcher'fl 
assistant*  Why  was  he  turned  adrift  without  pension  or  remuneration 
for  his 'wounds?  His  answer  startled  me  not  a  little.  Bedad*  Sir,  111 
apake  dM  truth  this  time  anyhow*  av  I  die  by  il^  be  my  sowL  then,  it 
was  jist  because  I  was  light  JingeredJ* 

I  was  about  to  fly  into  a  lurious  passion  at  his  barefaced  effirontery  in 
telling  me  he  was  a  thief,  when  holding  up  his  maimed  right  hand 
wanting  the  two  outer  j(nnts  of  all  the  fins^rs,  he  peered  at  me  through 
the  stumps  with  such  a  ludicrous  expression  of  natire  mirth,  that  I  burst 
into  an  ineontrollable  fit  of  kughter»  which  he  added  to  by  saying^, 
'« Bedad,  Sur,  if  every  man  had  to  make  his  own  coffin  I'd  be  badly  off, 
for  I'd  be  short  of  nails  for  the  lid." 

This  man  was  with  me  for  about  fire  years,  and  although  nothing 
eottld  or  would  ever  make  him  a  sailory  or  know  one  end,  or  rope»  of  a 
ship  from  another,  he  was,  nevertheless,  worth  his  weight  in  gold,  as  the 
life  and  soul  of  all  hands.  He  could  play  the  fife  and  fiddle>  could  nev«r 
utter  a  sentence  but  produced  broad  grins  from  his  hearers,  and  his  love 
for  the  pigs  and  poultry  exceeded  all  bounds.  Ue  became  my  *'  Jemmy 
Ducks,^  and  was  invaluable  in  that  one  capacity.  In  the  frigate  more 
llian  one  half  of  our  afterguard  and  waisters  were  Irishmen*  and,  as 
such*  treated  pretty  much  as  a  Yankee  treats  a  nigger. 

How  many  raphsodical  philanthropists  have  I  heard  bewailing  the 
cruelty  practised  by  captains  in  the  navyt  for  flogging  their  crews>  with- 
out for  one  moment  reflecting  that  twenty  to  one  the  **  British  Tar^ 
whose  hard  £ftte  tiiey  were  bemoaning,  was  a  confirmed  thief,  with  not 
an  atom  of  the  seaman  about  him*  and  who>  but  for  the  want  of  men 
to  man  our  fleets,  would  have  been  hanged  ashore*  as  a  fiir  simpler  way 
of  ridding  society  of  his  presence.  What  could  a  commander  do  with 
euch  men?  with  them  reasoning  was  weskness,  advice  folly,  and  religioa 
a  farce ;  and  nothing  but  sheer  animal  fear  of  personal  consequences 
kept  l^m  in  obedience*  or  their  vices  in  abeyance  Let  it.be  remem- 
bered dfiO)  that  the  same  stamp  of  man  on  shore*  who  from  absolute 
want  stole  the  loaf  to  support  his  own*  or  his  children's  lives*  expiated, 
in  those  days*  pretty  often  his  crime  on  the  gibbet,  'whilst  the  more 
fortunate  naval  prig  was  simply  castigated  into  compulsory  honesty. 
It  is  very  true  that  the  arbitrary  power  obliged  to  be  given  (from  the 
▼exy  nature  of  their  crews)  to  the  naval  commanders  of  these  days, 
often  led  to  a  great  deal*  of  indiscriminate  injustice,  as  respected  the 
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pniklinetits  inflicted  on  the  varioiu  moral  grades  of  their  orewg,  and 
bot  too  often  die  unintentional  or  most  trifling  breach  of  orders  or  dia* 
cipKoe  in  the  good  and  able  seaman  was  visited  on  his  back  in  stripes, 
eTery  blow  of  which  drove  love,  honour,  self-esteem,  and  probitj  from 
his  heart,  and  left  him  the  outraged  victim  of  thoughtlessness  and  undue 
severity*  He  went  forth  branded  like  Cain,  fooling  what  he  was  not, 
accursed  of  his  fellow-men,  and  scorning  the  pity  he  might  have  claimed 
as  a  right  The  wounds  his  country^s  enemies  had  inflicted  were  in  his 
firoDt,  and  earned  in  her  defence,  those  inflicted  by  herself  were  carried 
as  the  load  of  Atlas,  heated  red  hot  in  the  furnace  of  indelible  disgrace. 
This  was,  and  ever  will  be,  sometimes  the  case,  where  unlimited  power 
is  vested  in  men  who,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  when  in  positions  under 
ooBtrol  of  the  higher  powers,  were  the  submissive  sycophants  of  over- 
bearing tyranny. 

Our  commander  was  not  of  this  last  number,  however,  he  was  a  tight 
hand,  but  instinctively  knew  a  seaman  from  a  lubber,  an  honest  man 
from  a  thief,  and  a  gentleman  from  a  snob.  But  what  a  temper  he  had  I 
it  cost  him  a  small  fortune  in  speaking  trumpets  and  telescopes,  which 
he  used  to  let  fly  at  any  offender's  head  who  came  near  him  when  in  ire; 
and  certainly  it  was  most  providential  he  was  a  shocking  bad  shot,  or  he 
would  have  killed  his  game  oftener  than  agreeable  to  lus  own  feelings 
or  his  victims :  however,  the  sea  swallowed  up  some,  and  the  bulwarks, 
gims,  masts,  and  boats,  smashed  the  rest,  it  being  rather  good  fun  to 
see  an  able  seaman  run  and  pick  up  the  flattened  speaking  trumpet  just 
hurled  at  his  head,  and  widk  deliberately  up  to  the  captain,  hat  in  hand, 
as  if  inviting  another  blow  with  a  better  aim,  and  put  the  destroying 
and  destroyed  weapon  in  his  hands.  The  captain  would  take  it  gently, 
look  at  it  curiously,  touch  hb  hat  to  the  man's  bow,  tuck  it  under  lus 
arm,  slew  rounds  and  take  up  his  usual  quarterdeck  walk  as  if  nothing 
had  happened.  How  he  could>  and  did,  swear  nfr^/y— nothing  gross, 
bat  very  de^erStely  wicked  were  his  oaths  ;  but  Jack  felt  them  as  balm 
poured  on  his  deserved  head  ;  compared  with  his  quiet  way,  when, 
reflectingly  angry,  he  would  slowly  observe,  '^  Tour  conduct  Sir,  is  a 
wilful  breach  of  duty,  and  an  my  honour  Fll  ^g  you  for  it."  His 
doom  was  sealed  from  that  moment*  and  he  knew  it,  But»  oh  me,  if 
there  was  one  object  in  lifo  he  hated  worse  than  another,  in  a  gentle- 
manly way  of  course*  it  was  a  midshipman.  I  heard  him  once  say, 
''  Mosquitoes  and  midshipmen  were  no  doubt  produced  for  some  good 
and  wise  purpose;  bpt  they  were  nevertheless  positive  inflictions  to 
nautical  men^^the  one  sucked  your  bloodf  and  the  other  exhausted  your 
temper ;  and  though  too  annoying  to  be  allowed  to  live»  they  were  too 
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iDngnifieant  to  kill.'*  And  I  ean  safely  say,  the  praseaee  of  a  let  looee 
menagerie  eould  not  have  inspired  me  with  more  terror  than  the  near 
propinqnity  of  our  tall  commander  when  his  steam  was  up  to  the  Idgb, 
pressure  pitch* 


ON  THE  WAVE  LINE  THEORY,  bt  Johh  Scott  Rossbll,  f.b.s. 

A  second  paper  on  this  subject  was  read  at  the  Institution  of  Naval  Archi* 
tects.  After  re- capitulating  the  chief  portions  of  his  first  paper  which 
appeared  in  our  June  number  of  last  year,  Mr.  Russell  said  "  the  first 
inqaiiies  to  be  made  were, — what  became  of  all  the  water  which  a  ship  re- 
moved out  of  her  way  ?  and  how  did  it  get  out  of  the  way  ?  In  prosecuting 
these  inquiries  the  Author  had  first  employed  a  small  trough  or  canal,  a  foot 
wide,  a  foot  deep,  and  of  considerable  length,  and  began  with  a  yeiy  simple 
experiment.  He  supported  a  small  heap  of  water  above  the  level  of  that  in 
the  trough  by  means  of  a  partition  at  one  end,  and  then  withdrew  the  par* 
tition  to  see  what  the  water  would  do,  and  found  that  it  assumed  a  beautiful 
wave-form  of  its  own,  ran  along  the  whole  length  of  the  channel  to  the  end, 
and  left  the  surface  of  the  water  over  which  it  passed  as  still  as  it  was  before. 
Had  the  end  of  the  trough  been  just  level  with  the  surface  of  the  still  water, 
the  wave  would  have  jumped  over  and  left  the  whole  of  the  water  in  the 
canal  perfectly  undisturbed.  This  phenomenon  is  known  as  the  "  solitary 
wave  uf  translation."  This  waye  would  travel  to  an  almost  incredible  dis- 
tance. The  Author  had  followed  such  a  wave  on  horseback,  and  by  other 
means,  for  miles.  It  leares  a  little  of  itself  however,  along  the  whole  surftce 
over  which  it  passes. 

The  next  fact  ascertained  was  that,  whenever  the  bow  of  a  ship  is  moved 
through  the  water  a  wave  of  this  kind  is  produced,  and  this  is  the  *' travel- 
ling*' or  *•  carrier  wave,"  which  gets  rid  of  all  the  water  out  of  the  canal 
which  the  vessel  has  to  excavate.  The  ship  feels  no  more  of  it,  for  it  spreads 
itself  in  a  thin  film  all  along  the  surface  of  the  water  ahead  of  the  vessel — 
not  behind  the  vessel,  nor  on  each  side  of  it— with  a  far  greater  velocity 
than  that  of  the  vessel  itself.  After  having  made  experiments  on  a  small 
scale,  the  Author  took  vessels  on  a  large  scale,  bad  them  dragged  by  horses, 
and  in  other  ways,  through  the  water,  and  *hj  positive  observations  and* 
measurement  found  that  thb  was  really  what  became  of  the  water  displaced 
by  the  bow  of  a  boat.  On  one  occasion  he  drew  so  large  a  number  of  boats 
along  a  canal  in  one  direction  on  a  certain  day  that  the  waves  carried  a 
great  part  of  the  water  firom  one  end  of  the  canal  to  the  other,  and  in  the 
evening  the  water  in  the  canal  was  found  raised  18  inches  at  one  end,  and 
depressed  to  the  same  extent  at  the  other.  The^velocity  with  which  the 
travelling  wave  moved  was  found  to  depend  entirely  on  the  depth  of  the 
water. 
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At  3  feet  deep  the  wave  trayela  6  miles  an  hour. 
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In  addition  to  a  constant  velocity  this  wave  has  a  constant  shape,  a  drawing 

of  which  was  exhibited  by  the  Author.    And  a  most  eztrnordinary  circum- 

•tance  was  that  its  form  corresponded  exactly  with  the  form  of  bow  which 

he  had  previously,  and  from  altogether  different  considerations,  constructed 

as  the  form  of  least  resistance.    Moreover,  he  found  that  what  he  had  en- . 

deavomed  to  do  in  constructing  that  form,  viz.,  move  the  particles  of  water 

gradually  out  of  the  way  from  one  position  of  rest  to  another,  the  travelling 

wave  also  did ;  for  on  closely  observing  the  water  in  the  experimental  trough 

under  the  action  of  such  a  wave,  he  observed  that  it  lifted  everj  particle  of 

water  oyer  which  it  passed  out  of  one  place  forward  into  another  place,  and 

there  left  it  perfectly  at  rest.    In  the  travelling  wave,  therefore,  as  in  ordinary 

waves,  the  particles  of  water  composing  it  were  continually  being  replaced 

by  others^  while  the  wave  itself  advanced  without  apparent  change.    The 

fbregcnng  fiu^ts  convinced  the  Author  that  the  form  of  bow  which  he  had 

adopted,  and  which  has  since  been  called  the  *'  wave  form,**  was  analagous 

and  oomformable  to  the  nature  of  water  and  of  wave  motion. 

Uke  many  others  at  first  he  thought  that  the  stem  of  a  vessel  ought  to  be 
of  the  same  form  as  the  bow^  but  thought  proper  to  undertake  a  series  of 
experiments  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  happened  when  a  hole  in  the 
water  had  to  be  filled  up.  Where  did  the  water  that  filled  it  come  firom  ? 
And  how  did  it  come  ?  lie  first  found  that  the  hollow  made  in  the  water 
had  no  tendency  to  travel  with  an  independent  velocity  of  its  own,  but  moved 
just  as  fiist,  and  only  as  fast,  as  the  body  which  produced  it.  He  then  dis* 
covered  that  the  currents  of  water  rushing  into  such  a  hollow,  from  different 
directions,  met  and  produced  a  wave,  which  he  called  the  '*  following  wave," 
or  the  "  refUlingf  or ''  replacing  wave,"  and  which  always  moved  with  the 
velocity  of  the  ship,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  depth  of  the  water. 
The  '*  following  wave"  also  repeated  itself  in  an  endless  series  astern  of  the 
Teasel.  The  Author  explained  that  the  nature  of  this  wave  requured  that 
the  stem  of  the  ship  should  be  formed  of  cydoidal  curves,  and  showed  how 
this  ftct  was  applied  in  actual  construction. 

The  Author  might  be  asked  (reverting  to  the  wave  at  the  bow) — ^what 
became  of  the  water  at  the  bow  supposing  he  dragged  the  boat  faster  than 
the  water  could  spread  itself?  The  answer  was— with  only  a  moderate  force 
at  his  disposal  the  boat  could  not  be  made  to  travel  faster ;  but  if  he  had 
ibroe  enough  to  compel  it  to  go  in  spite  of  the  water,  the  water  wonld  rise 
up  and  stand  on  both  sides  of  the  boat  until  the  load  had  passed,  and  then 
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fell  dowo  into  the  hole  left  behind  it.  In  a  shallow  canal  in  Scotland,  where 
the  carrier  wave  travelled  only  seven  miles  an  hour,  he  had  compelled  a  boat 
to  go  ten  miles,  and  he  found  that  the  water  had  not  only  rose  up,  but 
lifted  the  boat  with  it,  so  that  she  drew  less  water  than  before,  and  actually 
went  easier  at  ten  miles  an  hour  than  at  Bye.  Had  not  railways  come  into 
ftshion  just  at  the  time,  the  country  would  have  been  covered  with  little 
tronghs,  and  people  would  have  been  riding  on  the  tops  of  these  waves  in  an 
easier  and  cheaper  mode  than  by  any  other  means  then  known. 

After  explaining  the  different  results  which  are  sometimes  obtained  at 
trials  in  the  Thames,  owing  to  the  velocities  of  the  travelling  wave  varying 
with  the  depths  of  the  water,  the  Author  described  the  best  means  of  obser- 
ving the  wave  on  rivers  and  other  like  places,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
application  of  some  of  the  principles  before  laid  down  to  practice.  First,  he 
saidf  it  was  a  delightful  circumstance  that  the  wave  principle  did  not  meddle 
at  all  with  the  form  of  a  ship's  midship  section,  but  left  the  conductor  entirely 
free  to  adopt  any  form  of  section  he  pleased.  Next,  it  did  not  tie  him  down 
to  any  proportion  of  depth  to  breadth.  It  was  therefore  a  plastic  thing, 
and  could  be  applied  to  any  general  form  of  ship  whatever.  The  third  and 
most  important  proposition  was,  that  the  wave-line  prescribed  the  exact 
length  of  ship  for  every  speed  at  which  you  wished  a  ship  to  go,  and  explaina 
why  a  long  ship  is  indispensable  to  speed.  To  go  six  miles  an  hour,  your 
vessel  must  be  at  least  30  feet  long ;  for  eight  miles  an  hour,  50  feet  long ; 
fbr  ten^miles,  70  feet;  for  12  miles,  100  feet ;  for  15,  150  ;  for  18,  200  ;  for 
20,  300 ;  for  25,  400  ;  and  for  30,  500.  The  Author  had  himself  tried  to 
obtain  higher  velocities  than  these  with  shorter  vessels,  and  he  had  got  them, 
but  at  such  a  fearful  waste  of  power  that  it  was  insanity  and  folly  not  to 
lengthen  the  vessels  for  the  purpose.  The  wave-line  theory  also  told  yon 
that  the  length  of  the  bow  should  be  to  that  of  the  run  as  3  to  2.  The 
cause  of  this  was  explained. 

The  lines  of  the  Great  Eastern,  the  Author  said,  were  neither  more  nor 
less  than  an  exact  copy  of  the  wave-lines.  The  length  of  the  bow  was  330 
feet;  the  length  of  the  run  226  feet ;  and  having  got  this  length  of  entrance 
and  run,  and  feeling  that  more  capacity  was  wanted,  it  was  of  no  use 
lengthening  the  bow  or  the  run,  because  there  was  already  provision  for 
greater  speed  than  the  15  miles  an  hour  which  the  power  to  be  put  into  her 
could  be  expected  to  give  :  120  feet  of  parallel  body  were  therefore  put  into 
her  amidships.  The  great  ship  might  be  of  less  fine-lines  and  still  go  witli 
the  same  velocity. 

There  was  a  very  valuable  conclusion  for  practical  shipbuilders  to  be 
drawn,  independently  of  what  had  been  stated  about  the  lines.  It  was  this  : 
that  proportionate  length  and  breadth  was  not  necessary  at  all  for  a  fast 
vessel.  It  was  not  necessary  for  a  fast  vessel  that  she  should  be  a  narrow^ 
thin,  long  vessel  in  proportion  to  her  size.  The  Author  had  taken  vessels  on 
the  wave-line  principle  200  feet  long,  and  had  made  them  of  every  variety 
of  breadth,  and  as  long  as  they  were  200  feet  long,  and  had  the  lines  belong- 
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mg  to  16  or  16  taSlet  an  hour,  bo  long  they  had  gone  at  that  velocity  with  a 
given  poiver.  Further,  the  -iteaiatance  which  a  yeasel  experiencea  from  the 
sticking  of  water  to  the  akin  was  a  moat  fonnidable  element  of  her  whole 
renaunce ;  and  gk«n«er  velocity  in  proportion  to  power  woilld  be  got  out  of 
«  vMBel  which  waa  ahmt'er  than  another,  and  also  broader  and  deeper  than 
another,  providing  length  enough  !br  the  velocity  aimed  kit  wiere  gbt  at  starting. 

The  Anthor^a  paper  next  contained  remarks  upon  the  eflfecta  of  the  wave* 
fine  upon  the  stability  of  ahipd — its  bearing  upon  the  load-water  line — how 
it  aSec^ted  the  form  of  the  deck— how  it  should  affect  the  structure  of  the 
itasil-^ow  vessels  should  be  built  upon  it  so  as  to  have  a  roaumum  of 
capacity^-hoW  the  Various  propdrtions  of  length,  breadth,  and  depth  affected 
IMlfetance^-4iow  the  whole  form  could  be  so  managed  as  to  properly  arrange 
the  balance  of  the  ship-«-bow  the  wave-line  affected  the  navigable  qualities  of 
a  ahip«— how  it  affected  the  materials  of  which  the  ahip  should  be  built— and 
how  it  influenced  the  propeities  of  sailing  shipa,  paddle-steamers,  and  screw- 
ateamera  respectively.  But  these  considerations  could  not  then  be  gone  into. 
They  would,  however,  appear  in  the  Institution's  forthcoming  TnauaMms. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Author,  however,  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the 
MstQij  of  the  subject,  and  the  degree  of  novelty  or  non-novelty  to  which  it 
pretended.  And  he  begun  with  saying  that  he  did  not  claim  to  be  the  in- 
ventor of  hollow  bows.  They  bad  existed  as  far  back  as  he  could  trace 
Bteam  navigation.  When  he  had  first  discovered  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
principles  of  nature  which  bore  on  this  subject,  he  felt  that  the  form  of  vessel 
which  accorded  with' them  could  not  be  new,  and  he  set  about  examining  all 
daases  of  vessels.  He  found  proofs  immediately ;  so  many,  that  he  felt 
aatonished  that  the  books  and  treatises  on  naval  architecture  had  not  all 
told  them  to  do  nothing  but  make  hollow  bows  from  the  beginning.  He 
flihowed  that  it  must  have  been  impossible  for  barbarous  men  to  have  made  a 
loogh  boat  from  two  flat  planks  without  forming  such  a  bow.  But  the  old 
tonnage  laws  had  compelled  builders  to  make  ships  of  the  greatest  possible 
capacity  compatible  with  certain  measurements.  Hence  the  bluff  bow  waa 
made  a  matter  of  necessity.  When,  during  the  wars,  we  captured  Spanish 
ships  or  privateers  with  fine,  and  often  hollow,  lines  below— vessels  which 
sailed  admirably  under  their  original  trim,  in  which  they  were  down  by  the 
atem,  we  invariably  found  that  they  proved  but  dull  sailors  in  our  hands 
owing  undoubtedly  to  the  fact  that  we  not  only  overloaded  them  with  weights, 
but  trimmed  them  nearer  to  an  even  keel,  and  so  brought  the  bluff  upper 
part  of  their  bows  down*into  the  water.  The  boats  of  the  London  water- 
men illustrated  the  same  principle.  The  Author  next  alluded  to  the  Vesper, 
built  from  Mr.  Ditchbum*s  design  by  Fletcher  and  Feamall,  in  which,  on 
coming  to  London  in  1836  or  7,  be  found  a  confirmation  of  the  views  which 
he  had  embodied  in  the  Wave  in  1835.  He  also  referred  to  a  boat  built  by 
the  kte  Mr.  Assbeton  Smith,  and  to  several  other  vessels  built  successively 
by  himself  and  others. 

The  Author  concluded  by  stating  that  the  rapid  advancement  of  con- 
fidence in  the  wave  principle  was  owing  very  much  to  the  British  Association 
for  the  advancement  of  science,  which  had  placed  at  his  disposal  large  means 
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fyt  the  prosecution  of  scientific  researches  into  this  suhjeet,  and  had  every 
year  enabled  him  to  publish  to  the  world  the  progress  which  he  was  making 
in  the  investigation. 

The  meeting  was  concluded  by  h  few  remarks  firom  the  Secretary,  who 
said  the  meetings  which  had  then  come  to  an  end  had  certainly  cleared  away 
all  ground  for  the  repetition  of  an  assertion  which  had  often  been  made,  vij&« 
that  the  great  bodies  which  had  the  control  of  the  shipbuilding  of  this  coon* 
try  were  opposed  to  the  improvement  of  the  art.  They  had  that  week  had 
both  the  presence  o^  and  communications  from,  gentlemen  intimately  and  in 
many  instances  highly  connected  with  the  Admiralty,  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  Lloyd's  Committee,  all  of  whom  had  manifested  the  greatest  wiUingneos 
to  co-operate  with  the  Institution  of  Naval  Architects.  The  results  whicfa 
had  been  brought  about  had  entirely  secured  the  success  of  the  InatitutioB, 
if  it  were  properly  worked,  and  promised  advantages  of  the  highest  character 
to  the  naval  architecture  of  the  coantry. 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  LIFE-BOAT   INSHTUTION. 

A  MBflTnro  of  the  Royal  National  Life-Boat  Institution  was  held  on  the 
6th  Dec.  at  its  house,  John  Street,  Adelpbi,  Thomas  Chapman,  Esq,,  t.f., 
F.B.S.  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present, — Sir  E.  Perrott,  Bart. ;  Admiral 
Cator;  George  Lyall,  Esq.,  m.p. ;  M.  Gore,  Esq.;  Capt.  Hall,  r-n.,  cb., 
v.B.s.y  and  other  gentlemen.  Mr.  Lewis,  the  secretary,  read  the  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting.  The  meeting  expressed  their  deep  regret  at  the 
lamented  death  of  Mr.  T.  Earle,  by  the  upsetting  of  a  Danish  life-boat  while 
returning  with  some  of  the  crew  and  passengers  of  the  English  steamer 
Arctic,  which  was  wrecked,  during  a  terrific  gale  of  wind,  on  the  coast  of 
Jutland  on  the  3rd  of  October.  The  meeting  decided  on  forwarding  to  the 
authorities  in  Denmark  a  working  drawing  of  the  life- boat  of  the  Institution, 
now  successfhlly  used  on  many  parts  of  the  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  rewards  were  voted  by  the  meeting  to  the  crews  of  life-boati 
of  the  Institution  for  their  laudable  exertions  in  saving  life  from  shipwrecks 
during  the  recent  stormy  weather  : — 6/L  to  the  crew  of  the  Hauxley,  Nor- 
thumberland, life-boat,  for  saving  the  crew  of  five  tnen  of  the  schooner  Susan 
and  Isabella,  of  Dundee,  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd  Nov.  last;  7/.  lOt.  to 
the  crew  of  the  Newbiggin  life-boat,  for  putting  ofi*  and  rescuing  the  crew  of 
three  men  of  the  schooner  Rose,  of  Lynn,  on  the  same  day  ;  6/.  to  the  men 
who  manned  the  Filey  lifc*boat,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  Nov.,  and  saved 
the  crew  of  five  men  of  the  brig  Flying  Fish,  of  Whitby  ;  20Z.  to  the  crew  of 
the  Lyme  Regis  life-boat,  for  going  off  on  the  night  of  the  14th  Nov.  last, 
when  it  was  pitchy  dark,  and  during  a  fearful  gale  of  wind,  and  saving  three 
men  firom  the  smack  Elizabeth  Ann,  of  that  port ;  142.  to  the  crew  of  the 
Middlesborough  life-boat,  for  saving,  on  the  night  of  the  2nd  ult,  eleven 
men  (torn  the  brig  Prodroms,  of  Middlesborough  ;  11/.  to  the  crew  of  the 
Yarmouth  surf  life-boat,  for  putting  off  and  saving,  during  the  night  of  the 
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ISth  Not.,  when  it  was  blowmg  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  the  crew  of  five  men 
of  the  schooner  Admiral-  Hood,  of  Rochester.  The  Newhaven,  Soaaei, 
&fe.boat»  had  alao  rendered  important  service  in  bringing  to  a  place  of  safety 
a  ateam  dredge  with  nine  men  on  bokrd. during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  on  the 
nigbt  of  the  14th  Nov.  last. 

PaymenU  amounting  to  902.  were  also  made  to  the  crews  of  the  life-boats 
of  the  Institution  stationed  at  Tarmouth,  three  times,  and  Palling,  in  N<»« 
folk;  Walmer,  Kent;  Seaton  Carew,  Durham;  and  Teignmouth,  Devon, 
lor  patting  off  in  reply  to  signals  of  distress  from  ships,  but  which  had  either 
got  out  of  danger  or  had  their  crews  rescued  by  other  means. 

Ci^ain  Tudor,  B.H.,  who  had  for  a  previous  gallant  act  in  the  Wick  lift- 
boat,  received  the  silver  medal  of  the  Institution,  was  presented  with  its 
second  service  clasp  for  his  recent  intrepid  services  in  saving  two  persons 
from  the  Martha,  of  that  port. 

The  thanks  of  the  Institution,  inscribed  on  vellum,  were  also  voted  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Clarke,  pilot,*  of  Teignmouth,  for  his  general  valuable  services 
In  the  life-boat  of  the  Institution  at  that  town,  and  in  other  boats,  in  saving 
lifo  from  wrecks.  Several  other  rewards  were  voted  for  laudable  exertions 
^n  saving  life  on  the  Irish  and  other  parts  of  the  coasts. 

It  was  reported  that  Miss  Burdett  Coutts  had  presented  to  the  seamen  at 
Sunderland  a  life-boat  transporting  carriage,  built  on  the  plan  of  the  Insti- 
tution.   She  bad  previously  generously  presented  them  a  life-boat. 

Admiral  Cator  stated  that  the  barometer  placed  by  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland at  Cullercoats  had  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  fishermen 
of  that  village.  They  had  recently  observed  it  falling  when  the  weather  was 
calm,  and  when  they  were  preparing  to  go  to  sea.  A  few  hours  afterwards 
a  fearful  gale  of  wind  sprang  up,  in  which  they  believed  every  one  of  them 
would  probably  have  perished  had  they  gone  to  sea,  as  they  assuredly  would 
have  gone,  in  the  absence  of  the  barometer,  when  it  was  fine.  It  was  decided 
that  1,0001  out  of  the  small  fonded  capital  of  the  Institution  should  be  sold 
to  meet  the  heavy  payments  on  its  numerous  life-boat  establishments.  Pay- 
ments amounting  to  1,220/.  having  been  made  on  various  life-boat  stations 
the  proceedings  closed. 


SELF  ACTING  SHIP'S  PUMP. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Mersey  Tacht  Club  in  December, 
Mr.  R.  Formby,  of  Liverpool,  exhibited  a  model,  showing  the  application  of 
lus  apparatus  to  the  working  of  a  ship*s  pomps,  thus  superseding  manual 
labour.  The  power  is  obtained  from  the  action  of  the  water  upon  a  small 
screw,  either  when  the  ship  is  underway,  or  when  she  is  at  anchor  in  a  stream 
or  tideway.  The  screw  is  towed  by  the  ship  by  means  of  a  chain,  formed  of 
rods  of  iron  joined  together,  the  communication  being  continued  by  a  jointed 
shaft  along  the  vessel's  bulwarks.  The  action  of  the  water  causes  the  screw 
to  revolve  with  astonishing  power,  giving  rotaiy  motion  to  the  chain  and 
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•haft.  On  the  end  pf  thk' shaft  is  a  crank,  working  between  two  nprig|it!a» 
which  is  connected  by  a  rod  Co  the  lower  limb  of  a  bell  crank,  about  tax  feet 
above  the  decL  This  beU  crank  woika  the  pumps  bjr  means  of  a  rod,  which 
connects  its  upper  limb  to  an  upright  arm,  springing  from  the  cross  head  of 
a  pair  of  pumps.  As  the  screw  never  tires,  the  pumps  may  be  kept 
working  continuously  at  their  Ml  stroke,  thereby  shewing  a  givat  advantage 
over  manual  laboui;  The  apparatus  may  be  easily  and  quickly  thrown  into 
mmL  out  of  action,  so  that  the  officer  of  the  watch  has  complete  control  over 
the  working  of  the  pumps. 
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THA.MBS  SCHOONBE  MATCEtfiS. 

'  London^  December  10th,  1880. 

8ia.-^  Every  yachtsman  must  regret  that  the  Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club 
cannot  get  up  satisfhctory  Schooner  Matches,  although  good  prizes  are 
oH^ered,  and  it  would  afTord  pleasure  to  the  owners  of  such  craft  if  some  of 
your  readers  would  suggest  to  the  Sailing  Committee  of  that  Club  some 
plan  likely  to  relieve  them  from  the  dilemma  in  which  they  seem  to  be  in- 
volved. Almost  every  one  with  whom  I  conversed  consider  a  system  of 
handicapping  would  be  fair  to  all  parties.  Previous  to  the  last  Royal  St. 
George's  Regatta  I  was  informed  that  several  calculations  were  made  to 
place  the  several  yachts  on  an  equality.  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  you  can  get  a 
copy  of  that  to  insert  in  the  Magazine,  prior  to  the  forthcoming  season,  jou 
will  confer  a  boon  on  Sailing  Committees  in  general,  as  well  as  aid  that  of 
the  Royal  Thames  in  adding  to  the  pleasures  of  the  members. 

I  am,  &c., 

A  SCHOONBB  SaiLOB. 


Ob  Mbasubemsnt  at  Regattas. 

Ihtblm,  Deoember  I9tk.  I860. 
SoL-^Ddring  the  last  season  I  attended  several  regattas,  and  that  with  an 
intention  of  having  a  trial  for  .some  of  the  prizes,  but  finding  a  diversity 
of  methods  in  the  measurement  of  yachts,  I  would  not  be  put  to  the  incon- 
venience of  being  frequently  overhauled.  Other  yachtsmen,  not  cup-hunters, 
complain  of  the  same  trouble,  therefore,  unless  something  definite  is  speedily 
come  to,  owners  who  keep  yachts  for  pleaSare,  and  desire  to  have  a  little 
excitement  now  and  then,  will  keep  away  from  regattas,  and  then  the  racing 
shells  can  have  it  all  to  themselves.  If  the  Royal  Squadron,  or  Royal 
Thames,  or  any  other  Royal  is  in  possession  of  a  good  and  substantial  mode 
of  measTirement,  why  not  make  it  general? 

Yours  faithfully, 

Clewlihb. 

If  OTidE  TO  COBRESPOKBERTB. 
The  rsTlew  of  the  "Treatise  on  PhwUcal  Yaehtmanekip  in  our  next" 

All  eammunicaiione  rniut  he  addressed  to  the  Editor^  6  New  Church  St  N.  W 
HUNT  fc  Co.  Printen,  6  New  Churoh  Street,  Edgwure  Boad«  M,W: 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

W£  will  assume  that  a  yachtsman  has  had  a  vessel  built  by  one  of 
the  best  builders  of  the  day;  a  man  of  high  reputation  and  approved 
practical Jskill ;  that  she  has  been  modelled  according  to  the  most 
approved  i^id  correct  principles  for  ensuring  an  able,  comfortable^  and 
last  vessel ;  put  together  in  a  style  of  workmanship,  and  with  mate- 
rials calculated  to  ensure  strength^  permanence  of  form,  and  dura- 
bility ;  that  she  has  been  coppered  with  the  best  material  and  in  the 
most  skilful  manner ;  launched  successfully,  sparred  with  the  finest 
sticks  that  money  could  procure ;  rigged  in  a  manner  and  with  su4h 
znanufsurtured  materisds  as  to  defy  criticism ;  a  suit  of  sails  bent  that 
place  the  most  fastidious  connoisseur  at  fault ;  her  internal  fittings  a 
marvel,  her  boats  faultless ;  she  is  under  the  command  of  a  sailing 
master  possessed  of  all  the  requisite  acquirements,  having  a  nan% 
amongst  his  fellows  for  skill,  seamanship,  and  daring ;  is  manned  by 
a  splendid  crew  of  picked  yacht  sailors,  and  in  fact  money  has  been 
expended  with  a  lavish  htgid  in  order  to  ensure  success.  The  yachts* 

f  *  Ck>Qtioiaed  from  page  9. 
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man  takes  two  or  three  cruises  in  her  and  is  delighted ;  she  is  every 
thing  he  wishes  for,  all  bills  are  discharged,  she  is  his  own,  dear  of 
builders  and  riggers,  and  he  pronounces  her  a  success.  Well,  he  goes 
a  fourth  cruise,  and  it  is  discovered  that  she  gripes  a  little^,  and  her 
skipper  recommends  that  her  fore-foot  shall  be  rounded  off  a  bit ;  so 
she  is  hauled  up  on  the  builder's  slip  again,  and  the  necessary  alter* 
ations  made :  it  don't  do  howeTor,  the  next  cruise  her  windward  ten- 
dency is  as  strongly  developed,  and  the  captain  declares  his  arm  is 
nearly  torn  from  the  socket  with  the  weather  helm  she  carries;  it  is 
a  good  ta^At  though  he  asserts,  and  a  little  further  alteration  will 
remedy  it,  she  must  have  a  longer  bowsprit,  that's  all!     So  in  she 
goes  for  a  new  bowsprit  five  or  six  feet  longer  than  the  former  one  : 
out  she  cruises  again,  and  this  time  she  is  nearer  the  thing,  but  the 
jibs  are  too  small  for  the  new  bowsprit ;  the  sailmaker  is  consulted, 
and  the  pros  and  cons  of  an  additional  cloth  or  two  discussed  and 
agreed  to.     Then  it  occurs  to  the  skipper  that  the  clews  will  be  too 
high,  or  the  sails  will  look  patched,  which  would  never  do  for  a  fine 
new  vessel,  and  the  yachtsman  pooh-poohs  the  idea  of  patched  er 
ill-looking,  sails ;  so  new  jibs  are  ordered  forthwith. 

Her  next  trial  is  in  smooth  water  with  a  gentle  breeze,  and  she 
does  nicely,  all  is  now  declared  right :  some  days  after  she  goes  out 
for  a  sail  and  falls  in  with  a  fresh  breeze,  her  skipper  keeps  her 
going  at  it  close  hauled,  in  order  to  exhibit  her  good  qualities  to  her 
owner,  when  to  the  surprise  of  both  she  buries  her  head  bodily  in 
the  seas,  and  gives  her  crew  a  pretty  considerable  dose  of  greea 
water  fore  and  aft ;  but  her  astute  commander  declares  it  to  be 
nothing  of  consequence,  although  he  hears  the  crew  pretty  audibi  j 
anathematizing  the  blessed  hooker^  shrugs  his  shoulders,  gazes  al(^ 
and  alow,  puts  on  his  wisest  look,  and  says  he  will  make  it  sXL  right 
when  he  gets  back  to  moorings,—**  she  is  only  a  hcUs  by  the  h€^» 
that's  all !  " 

So  accordingly  next  day,  at  moorings,  the  cabin  platforms  are 
taken  up,  the  ballast  which  the  builder  very  properly  concentrated 
as  much  as  possible,  is  re-stowed  and  spread  well  aft  under  the 
ladies'  saloon,  so  as  to  bring  her  by  the  stem  and  lift  her  bows  out 
of  the  water ;  this  does  very  well  in  cruising  for  the  next  day  or  two, 
the  owner  thinks  he  has  got  a  deuced  smart  clever  skipper,  and 
accordingly  determines  to  have  a  run  to  Cherbourg,  or  some  other 
foreign  port  now  that  he  is  all  to  rights,  and  determines  to  be  buck 
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just  in  time  fi>r  the  regatta,  and  perhaps  his  maiden  cup.    The 
momixig  is  fine,  iriUi  a  fair  wind ;  the  new  clipper  slips  away  at  a 
grand  speed ;  "  reeling  twelve  of  'em  off  if  she's  sailing  an  inch !  '* 
exdaims  the  skipper.     **  We'll  show  some  of  them  the  way  when 
we  get  back,  I'll  warrant !  "  ejaculates  the  mate.     ^*  Go  it  my  little 
beauty !  *'    **  A  splendid  vessel  indeed,  my  dear  Robinson !  "  chime 
in  two  or  three  friends,  who  make  the  cruise  enjoyable,  and  Robin- 
son makes  it  12  o'clock :  the  steward  comes  up  in  his  neatest  attire, 
the  slender  stemmed  crystal  goblets  are  filled  to  the  brim,  and  suc- 
cess, and,  BO  end  of  cups,  are  voted  to  the  gallant  Robinson  and  his 
beantilul  yacht,  the  Merrythought.     The  day  thus  passes  merrily 
away,  n^ht  approaches,  looking  fine,  and  with  a  rattling  breeze ;  as 
it  increases  murky-looking  clouds  make  their  appearance,  and  the 
wind  heads  her  a  bit,  but  she  can  jiist  lie  her  course,  and  as  she  is 
within  a  few  hours*  sail  of  her  port,  it  is  not  worth  while  reefing; 
added  to  which  Captain  Burlybounce  is  rather  glad  on  the  whole  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  showing  the  gentlemen  what  she  can  do,  and 
how  well  he  can  handle  her ; — now  the  weight  of  the  squall  is  upon 
her,  he  wont  luff, — ^not  he !  over  she  goes  at  an  angle  that  rather 
ast<mishes  the  gentlemen,  and  compels  them  to  hold  on  with  the 
tenacity  of  grim  death  to  the  weather  bulwarks  : — ^*  *Tis  a  jolly 
breeze — ^worth  going  a  thousand  miles  to  enjoy  ! "  is  the  chorus, 
Kow  comes  another  squall  heavier  than  the  previous  one,  over  she 
goes  again  until  her  lee  side  is  buried  up  to  the  skylight  coaming, 
the  boiling  surf  covers  her  decks,  banging  amongst  the  spare  spars, 
tumbling  over  the  skylights,  popping  sportively  in  gallons  down  the 
companion,  floating  the  coiled  falls  about,  and  damping  all  hands 

pretty  considerably  : — "  Don't  you  think  Burlybounce "  faintly 

ejaculates  her  owner,  but  what  he  would  suggest  sticks  in  his  throat, 
for  just  at  that  moment  Burlybounce  finds  her  running  off  her  helm 
in  the  most  unaccountable  manner,  and  sings  out  lustily  to  **  Let 
go  the  fore  halyards,  and  stand  by  the  jib  sheet ! "  and  round  ac- 
cordingly she  comes.  The  gig  has  been  stowed  on  the  side  she  was 
weak  on,  and  the  skipper  determines  to  try  her  on  the  other  tack, 
until  the  squall  ceases  a  little :  his  mainsail  is  new  and  he  does 
not  like  to  reef  H,  and— and — ^he  does  not  like  that  running  off  the 
helm,  that's  a  fact.  What  a  mess  he  would  be  in  if  he  got  inshore 
and  she  would  not  work  with  him ;  so  he  savs  he*ll  work  her  to 
windward  of  the  harbour  a  bit  to  make  sure  of  it,  as  the  night  is 
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getting  dark ;  but  lo  I  the  other  tack  is  no  better,— lee  helm  she 
must  hate  to  keep  her  on  her  couibey  and  lee  helm  accoidmgly  her 
puzzled  skipper  gives  her,  although  with  a  sadlj  troubled  spirit. 

The  weather  has  now  b^bome  settled  down  for  a  blow,  and  the  wind 
drawing  is  dead  off  the  land  too,  so  Burlybounoe  and  his  mate  hold 
whispered  hurried  conference  accompanied  by  many  shakes  of  the 
head  and  winks  of  the  eye,  and  it  is  resolved  to  make  the  Merry- 
thought snug  for  the  night,  **  for  it  looks  uncommon  dirty  up  to 
wind*aid,  sir !"  The  owner  and  his  friends  therefore  betake  them- 
selves  to  the  cabin  and  the  care  of  the  steward,  (imless  they  happen 
to  be  what  they  ought,  regular  hard-weather  rough-and-take-it 
yachtsmen,)  when  all  is  rig}it  on  deck,  and  the  vessel  underway 
again«  the  skipper  descends  to  the  cabin,  where  he  finds  his  master, 
with  his  feet  against  the  lee  sofa,  and  his  shoulders  against  the 
weather  one,  in  as  nearly  a  perpendicular  position  as  possible  :— one 
firiend  in  endeavouring  to  establish  himself  securely  has  grasped  at 
the  swinging  table,  whence  oh  frail  support !  he  finds  himself  on  the 
top  of  his  head  in  the  steward's  pantry.  The  second  has  torn  away 
the  berth  rails  in  the  ladies'  saloon,  in  frantic  attempts  to  steady 
himself,  %nd  another  make  himself  comfortable  on  the  state  cabin 
platfocm  amongst  carpet  bags,  boots,  and  the  debris  of  a  wash-hand 
basin ;  chaos  on  the  deck,  chaos  below,  the  wild  winds  whistling 
and  howling  dismally,  the  sea  swashing  mournfully  about  the  vessel's 
aides,  and  breaking  with  heavy  monotonous  **  thuds "  agairst  her 
bows  and  upon  the  deck;  the  crew  hurrying  to  and  fro,  now  a  heavy 
jumping  overhead,  then  a  pause,  a  rattle  of  gear  and  two  or  three 
*  blocks  come  down  with  a  bang  that  make  the  teeth  of  those  below 
chatter  again ;  then  there  is  a  hoarse  order  from  the  mate,  who  is  at 
the  tiller  to  **  trice  up  the  main  tack  well,  and  lower  that  'ere  for'sail 
i^nl*'  The  skipper  has  been  meanwhile  framing  a  nice  little 
speech,  but  does  not  know  rightly  how  to  begin  it,  until  the  last 
order  of  the  mate  wakes  him  up  sharp, — '<  Please,  sir,  I  think  we 
had  better  run  her  off  the  land,  I  don't  half  like  the  look  o'  things, 
and  with  all  our  new  gear,  and  ropes  not  running  freely  through  the 
blocks,  and  one  thing  or  another  we  might  get  into  a  difficult  mess 
yonder." 

"  Well,  Burlybounce  you  know  best  of  course — but  what  do  you 
think  of  our  getting  back  to  Gowes!'* 

"  Well,  sir, — I  think  its  the  very  best  thing  we  could  do: — ^weVe 
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a  fidr  wind  back,  and  its  ugly  work  about  this  Fremch  coast  here  if 
you're  not  used  to  it!"  * 

Away  bounds  Burlybounce,  two  springs  and  he's  on  deck,  where 
in  sonorous  tones  resound  the  orders  **Out  main  sheet— up  helm!*' 
In  a  moment  she  is  upright, — so  Robinson  assumes  the  attitude 
Nature  designed  for  man,  friends  one,  two,  and  three  crawl  out 
of  their  r^reats;  the  steward  comes  grinning  in  like  a  well  fee'd 
fiunily  physician,  and  prescribes  a  mild  course  of  Vieux  Chgniac 
with  Aqua  ferve/acla^  which  his  patients  undergo  with  singular 
Tes^nation,  gravely  assuring  them  at  the  same  time  **  that  during 
twenty  years  experience  at  sea,  he  has  always  found  some  sort  of 
weather  this  time  o'  year!" 

But  if  ever  Burlybounce  had  a  trial  of  his  powers  as  a  helmsman 
it  is  now  that  she  is  before  the  wind :  she  yaws  about  after  a  fashion 
that  makes  all  hands  stare ;  now  she  takes  a  range  and  threatens  to 
come  up  to  wind  in  spite  of  him ,  then  she  fails  off  again  with  a 
sweep  that  bids  fair  to  gybe  the  mainsail ;  she  is  more  by  the  head 
than  ever,  whilst  her  stem  is  up  in  the  elements,  and  the  mate 
scratches  his  head  in  puzzled  perplexity  and  vows  she  **  pawls  him!" 
Next  morning  safe  and  sound  at  moorings  ag^,  the  skipper  and  all 
hands  have  hit  it  this  time,  its  all  in  her  mast — '*  they  said  so  from 
the  first  day  they  sailed  in  her — ^her  mast  must  be  shifted !"  Ac- 
cordingly into  the  builder's  hands  she  goes  again,  **  there  is  just  time 
to  do  it  before  the  Regatta,  and  with  this  alteration  there  wont  be  a 
finer  vessel  afloat,  besides  its  a  common  thing  with  yachts,  scarcely 
one  ever  was  built  that  hadn't  her  mast  shifted  after  she  was  sailed 
a  bit!"  Poor  Robinson  looks  cheerful,  supposes  its  all  correct,  and 
strives  to  hope  that  he'll  be  the  crack  boat  of  the  season  after  all. 

The  eventful  day  of  the  Regatta  arrives,  and  the  MenTthought, 
under  a  mountain  of  canvas,  is  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes — '*  The  new 
yacht,  the  new  yacht  1"  echoes  around.  '*  I  know  Rc^inson,  capital 
fellow  and  a  thorough  yachtsman — the  other  fellows  hav'nt  a  chance 
with  him — she's  a  splendid  vessel,  swift  as  the  wind — cost  him 
£3,000 — ^she  must  win!" 

The  starting  gun  is  fired,  away  go  the  fleet  of  racers,  but  the 
Merrythought  will  not  "  come  to  the  front,"  on  the  contrary  she 
exhibits  rather  a  modest  retiring  tendency,  and  falls  bashftilly  astern; 
anoth^  half  hour,  and  she  evinces  a  desire  for  solitude,  giving  at 
the  same  time  evident  symptoms  of  a  weak  constitution,  for  when- 
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ever  a  BtroDger  blast  than  usual  strikes  her  as  she  b  dose-hauled^ 
she  yields  to  it  without  a  stniggre,  and  when  down  remains  there  for 
a  moment  or  two  as  if  to  regain  her  strength  :  eyentuallj  the  race 
terminates  with  the  victory  of  a  veteran,  and  the  Secretary's  list  has 
upon  it  opposite  the  name  of  the  Merrythought,  John  BobiD8on« 
Esq., — not  timed.  Next  day  J.  Robinson  Esq.,  is  convinced  by 
unmistakeable  demonstrations  that  his  vessel  has  not  only  been  over 
sparred  and  over  canvassed,  but  that  her  mast  has  never  been  in  the 
right  place  at  all. 

Now,  good  reader,  you  may  probably  exclaim,  **  what  is  the  use 
of  telling  us  all  this  about  what  must  have  been  a  Very  bad  vessel?*' 
On  the  contrary,  a  very  excellent  good  vessel  I  do  assure  you.  I 
do  not  for  one  moment  mean  to  say  that  as  a  general  rule  vessels  at 
the  outset  behave  in  the  manner  I  have  endeavoured  to  describe,  this 
would  be  doing  a  very  great  injustice  to  our  excellent  yacht  builders 
indeed ;  but  that  many  instances  do  occur  I  am  perfectly  aware,  and 
that  yachtsmen  are  sadly  hampered  and  annoyed,  when  by  a  little 
application  on  their  own  part  they  might  be  enabled  to  secure  at  the 
commencement  comparative  impunity  from  a  source  of  annoyance 
that  has  often  driven  good  men  off  the  water. 

I  have  assumed  in  the  imaginary  case  just  stated  that  a  yachtsman 
has  gone  to  an  excellent  builder,*  given  him  carte  blancJte  to  build 
him  a  vessel  as  soon  as  possible,  as  he  wants  her  for  the  ensuing 
season.  The  builder's  yard  is  full  of  work,  the  order  was  given  in  a 
hurry,  and  must  be  done  in  a  hurry,  for  the  money  is  waiting;  so  he 
gets  her  from  the  builder  in  a  hurry,  steps  on  board  in  a  hurry,  and 
don't  bother  his  head  further*  and  if  she  does  turn  out  as  I  have  stated 
he  may  thank  himself  entirely  for  it.  If  he  does  not  take  the  trouble 
of  investigating  the  working  drawings  of  the  vessel  before  ever  a  chip 
is  splintered,  and  goes  through  them  carefully,  seeking  for  full  ex- 
planations on  every  point  that  he  does  not  understand  most  clearly, 
the  chances  are  that  he  may  get  a  very  fair  vessel — perhaps  a  very 
bad  one,  but  most  certainly  he  will  rarely  get  a  brilliantly  successful 
vessel,  unless  he  evinces  his  interest  in  such  success,  by  close  appli- 
cation to  every  detail  calculated  to  ensure  it.  By  working  drawings 
I  mean  somewhat  more  than  the  mere  stereotyped  set  of  half-breadth, 
sheer,  and  body  plan  affairs,  indifferently  designed  and  as  badly 
executed,  which  some  artificers  delude  their  victims  with ;  or  the 
wonderful  models  carved  out  of  a  solid  block  which  profess  to  be 
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eonreci  delineatioiis  of  what  the  sculptor  appears  to  be  incapable  of 
potdng  upon  paper.  The  yarious  'requirements  that  a  really  good 
Tessel  has  to  fulfil  cannot  be  dashed  oflf  in  half  a  dozen  strokes  on  a 
sheet  of  doable  elephant;  neither  can  the  butt  end  of  a  kindly 
grsdned  pine  log  be  converted  with  chisel  and  sand  paper  into  a 
model  that  shall  combine  all  the  properties  that  salt  water  likes, 
merely  firom  intuition  of  the  eye  alone«  GHiere  are  certun  Mathe- 
matical and  G^metrical  principles  that  must  be  deferred  to,  and 
which  if  neglected,  will  as  certainly  ensure  fiulure. 

There  is  no  more  fertile  source  of  disappointment  in  the  success 
of  a  yessel,  than  the  misplacement  of  her  mast  or  masts;  I*have 
endearonred  in  recent  chapters  to  draw  attention  to  the  foshioning 
of  sails,  and  in  connection  with  that  subject  I  will  endeavour  to  arouse 
equal  attention  to  the  no  less  important  detail  of  the  stepping  of 
masts ; — ^for  I  believe  at  the  present  time  that  more  of  the  disap- 
pointments connected  with  good  looking  and  well  built  vessels,  may 
be,  and  are,  traceable  to  the  want  of  studied  detail  in  the  placing  of, 
and  proper  length  of  the  spars,  and  the  consequent  r^ulation  of  the 
spread  of  canvas.  It  is  a  common  thing  to  hear  sailing  masters  of 
yadits  exclaim  whilst  a  vessel  is  on  the  stocks,  *'0h,  sir,  don't  cripplo 
her  in  spars  and  canvas,  we'll  make  her  carry  them  never  fear/' 

Many  a  good  little  bark  has  been  ruined  by  this  very  system  of 
not  crippling  them  in  spars  and  canvas ;  for  between  overwhelming 
spars,  clouds  of  canvas,  and  tons  of  lead,  the  only  wonder  is  that  they 
were  able  to  live  through  a  cruise  or  race  at  all.  I  am  certainly  not 
an  advocate  for  restricting  a  vessel  through  any  craven  idea  of  dan- 
ger, but  there  is  a  bound  which  once  overstepped  violates  the  prin- 
ciples of  science  and  the  experience  of  practice. 

The  subject  of  flat  standing  sails  has  been  so  frequently  discussed, 
that  I  trust  my  renewing  it  will  not  be  deemed  a  tedious  repetition ; 
the  question  as  to  the  proper  stepping  of  masts  is  one  that  I  consider 
has  been  too  much  neglected  or  made  quite  a  matter  for  secondary 
consideration:  how  often  do  we  see  a  vessel  built  and  her  decks  laidt 
before  a  word  is  spoken  about  a  sail  draught.  Now  a  correct  sail 
draught  has  more  to  do  with  the  masting  of  a  vessel  than  many  peo- 
ple are  willing  to  admit;  and  why  will  they  not  admit  it  ?  Because 
unfortunately  we  are  some  of  us  great  sticklers  for  that  noble  science 
caOedthe  **  rule  of  thumb,'*  and  because  vessels  with  bluflf  bows 
and  their  masts  stepped  according  to  that  rule,  and  did  wellf  all  ves- 
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8d&  built  according  to  modern  rules  must  necessarily  be  masted  so 
likewise.  It  is  all  very  well  to  take  for  example  a  vessel  of  equal  or 
nearly  equal  size,  and  similar  lines,  and  that  has  been  found  of  supe- 
rior performance,  and  mast,  according  to,  her  proportions ;  but  to 
make  it  a  general  rule  for  all,  irrespective  of  difference  of  form  is 
absurd.  The  centre  of  effort  of  the  sails,  taken  in  relation  to  the 
cmtre  of  displacement,  centre  of  gravity,  and  centre  of  longitudinal 
section,  should  be  the  principal  guide  to  the  correct  position  and 
proper  dimensions  of  a  vessel's  spars. 


Fatal  Accident  to  Captain  Barion.^An  accident  of  the  most  horrible 
character  occurred  on  the  19th  of  January,  under  the  following  circum- 
fitaoces: — The  steamer  Emerald  belonging  to  Southampton,  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  Portsmouth  Steam  Boat  Company,  left  Cowes  Pier  at  Sh.  SOin.  p.m. 
having  on  board  among  other  passengers,  Captain  Barton  of  the  Zouave 
schoooer,  105  tons,  Bh  Arabin,  Esq.,  R.Y.S.  Captain  Barton  was  conversing 
with  a  gentleman  about  seamanship,  standing  at  the  time  amidships,  near  to 
the  engines,  the  skylight  covering  to  which  was  about  half  open.  Qaptain 
B.  in  turning  round  somewhat  quickly  staggered  and  fell  back,  falling  par- 
tially on  the  engine  and  through  the  open  portion  of  the  skylight  which  had 
been  raised  for  ventilation.  The  crank  working  over,  caught  Captain  Bar^ 
ton,  and  dragged  him  through  the  framing  on  to  the  cylinder  cover.  This 
was  the  work  of  an  instant,  and  the  machinery  revolving  once,  literally  tore 
the  unfortunate  gentleman  to  pieces.  The  engineer  with  great  promptitude 
stopped  the  engines  dead,  throwing  them  out  of  gear,  on  seeing  the  skylight 
darkened  and  hearing  the  one  wild  shriek  which  the  unfortunate  man  gave. 
So  quickly  was  the  machinery  stopped  that  only  half  a  turn  was  taken  after 
Captain  Barton  fell  through.  The  remains  were  eventually  gathered  to* 
gether,  sewn  up  in  a  blanket,  and  afterwards  landed  at  Ryde,  where  the 
much  lamented  gentleman  resided.  The  fatal  occurrence  took  place  off 
Old  Castle  Buoy,  near  Norris  Castle,  and  Osborne  House,  East  Cowea, 
Deceased  was  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  and  leaves  a  wife  and 
seven  children  to  lament  his  untimely  end. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the  Monday  following  when  a  verdict  of  "  Acci- 
dental Death  '*  was  recorded,  the  jury  at  the  same  time  expressing  an  opinion 
that  no  sufficient  protection  was  provided  to  prevent  such  accidents  occur* 
ing  when  the  skylights  were  open. 

[This  awful  death  has  left  a  large  family  in  need  of  assistance,  and  we 
hope  a  committee  vrill  be  formed  of  yacht  captains  to  carry  out  a  subscrip* 
tion  for  its  benefit.    They  may  depend  on  our  services. — En.] 
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CRUISE  TO  THE  NORTHERN  LOCHS  OF  SCOTLAND.* 

On  leaving  Eilean  D^nan  we  passed  by  a  small  bland,  marked  in  the 
chart  ''Eilean   Tioraan/*  which  being  translated,  means, — an  island 
destitute  of  water,  and  utterly  sterile, — which  appears  to  correctly  des- 
cribe it.     To  the  north  of  it  is  ''ObDrabhaig,'^  or  bay  with  a  muddy 
and  foul  bottom,  the  entrance   to  it  appears  to  be   very  strait   and 
shallow,  we  therefore  gave  it  a  wide  berth.     Proceeding  up  Loch  Alsh 
we  passed  Glas  Eilean— or  Grey  Island,  from  which  we  made  a  long 
tack,    which   brought  us  close   upon  **  Sgeir  na  Cailleach,"— or  Old 
Woman's  rock,-— situated  close  upon  the  embouchure  of  Kyle  Rhea.     It 
s^inds  out  some  distance  from  land  and  is  submerged  three  feet  at  high 
water.     There  is  a  beacon  upon  it,  and  it  is  an  important  guide  to  the 
navigation  of  the  locality.     It  is  also  remarkable  as  having  been  the 
scene  of  an  extraordinary  feudal  conflict.     When  the  Macdonnell's  were 
returning  to  Loch  Houm,  after  a  successful  raid  on  the  Mackenzies,  led 
on  by  the  young  chief  of  that  clan,  and  supported  by  his  cousin,  the 
famous  ANan  Macdonnell,  of  Lundy. — who  rejoiced  as  well  in  the  cog* 
nomen  of  "  Allan  of  the  Red  Jacket,"  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  worn  on  all  important  occasions  a  jacket  of  scarlet  plush— (did 
Craribaldi  take  a  hint  firom  that  circumstance)  they  were  attacked  by  a 
party  of  the  Mackenzies,  headed  by  Hector  Mackenzie  of  Beanley^-who 
were  concealed  behind  the  Cailleach  rock  in  a  boat,  armed  with  two 
cannon.     They  watched  the  approach  of  the  Macdonnells,  and  recog- 
niang  the  galley,  on  board  which  was  the  young  chief,  and  which 
happening  to  take  a  course  within  a  range  of  their  guns,  a  few  fathoms 
from  the  ix)ck^  they  brought  one  of  the  cannon  to  bear  upon  it, — and 
in  another  moment  a  second;  both  of  which  proved  fearfully  destructive. 
In  the  panic  and  confusion  of  the  moment  the  helm  was  deserted,  the 
oan  ceased  to  ply»  and  the  galley  was  driven  with  great  rapidity  by  the 
tide,  then  rushing  in  full  force  out  of  Kyle  Rhea,  on  to  Sgeir  Cailleach, 
when  a  hand  to  hand  fight  took  place;— and  the  young  chief  of  the 
Macdonnells  was  pierced  to  the  heart. 

Allan  with  the  Red  jacket,  after  having  performed  prodigies  with  his 
broad  sword,  perceiving  that  he  must  be,  at  last,  overwhelmed  by  his 
assailants,— -and  that  his  clansmen  were  all  slain,  made  a  dexterous  feint 
and  plunged  into  the  sea,  on  the  surface  of  which  he  did  not  make  his 
appearance  until  some  distance  from  the  rock, — he  was  ashore  before 
ihe  Mackenzies,  and  being  wonderfully  active  and  swift-footed,  was  soon 
beyond  their  reach.      The   Macdonnell's  subsequently,  made  fearful 

Continued  from  page  19. 
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reprisals  for  the  death  of  their  young  chief— -but  as  they  haye  no  refer- 
ence to' the  Sgeir  Cailleach,  we  must  proceed. 

It  was  night  when  we  dropped  anchor  at  Kyle  Akio,  to  which  plaoe^ 
being  a  postal  village^  we  had  arranged  that  letters  should  be  forwarded* 
On  the  following  day  we  went  ashore  with  a  view  to  purchase  proTisions, 
but  were  unsuccessful,— the  'Tlesher^  being  absent.  We  were  informed 
that  he  was  gone  to  see  his  friends,  and  that  there  would  be  no  butchei^s 
meat  procurable  until  hb  return,  in  about  a  fortnight !  We  were  re* 
commended  to  apply  to  an  auld  wife,  who  kept  poultry,  who,  we  were 
told,  mi£^t  probably  supply  us  with  some  fowls,  but  we  irere  again 
nnsuccessfuL  fiOie  had  only  very  old  and  yery  young  ones;  the  former 
she  declined  to  sell,  and  we  were  disinclined  to  buy  them,  had  it  been 
otherwise.  The  latter  she  informed  us  we  might  haye  at  hanrest  if  we 
were  passing  that  way.  We  then  endeayoured  to  procure  some  loaf 
bread,  but  were  once  more  unsuccessful,  there  was  none  in  the  yillage 
and  none  was  expected  until  the  arriyal  of  the  next  Glasgow,  steamer. 
Whilst  at  anchor  the  yacht's  crew  occupied  themselyes  with  fishing  from 
the  deck,  and  were  rather  successful,  haying  caught  an  eel  five  feet  two 
inches  long,  a  ling  about  four  pounds  weight,  seyeral  large  lithe,  and 
smaller  fishes,  which  they  cleaned  and  dressed,  $eeundem  ariem,  aad 
stored  in  the  salting-tub^  for  future  use. 

Haying  decided  to  remain  at  Kyle  Akin  for  the  arriyal  of  the  poett 
we  took  the  opportunity  to  improye  our  acquaintance  with  that  land  of 
romance,  and  to  obtain  additional  knowledge  of  the  locality. 

Kyle  Akin  and  Kyle  Rhea  according  to  a  popular  legend,  acquired 
their  names  from  two  brothers,  Akin  and  Rhea,  whose  gigantic  proper* 
tions  were  such  as  to  render  ferry  boats  unnecessary  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned.  Wheneyer  they  desired  to  cross  firom  the  mainland  to  the 
Isle  of  Skye  they  made  a  short  affiiir  of  it,  by  leaping  across  the  Stcait. 
Many  extraordinary  feats  of  their  strength  are  recorded  in  the  legendary 
annals  of  the  neighbourhood ;  amongst  the  rest  a  piece  of  rock  is  pointed 
out  in  Glenbeg,  which  one  of  the  giant  brothers  threw  at  the  other  ia 
the  heat  of  passion-— it  is  supposed  to  weigh  about  50  tons  I  a  striking 
^oof  of  brotherly  affection  it  might  haye  been,  had  it  hit  him.  They 
died,  it  is  sidd  by  some,  in  battle,  and  by  others  that  they  were  drownadf 
but  all  agree  that  they  did  die,  and  that  they  were  buried  under  a  mound 
of  earth,  in  a  small  yalley  near  to  Kyle  Rhea,  known  as  Inur-naoa  Fear 
Mora, — or  the  Grassy  Mound  of  the  Great  men,  which  until  some  yean 
ago  had  been  lefl  undisturbed,  firom  a  superstitious  dread  of  awfiil  eoa- 
sequences  predicted  to  those  who  might  disturb  their  remains. 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  Statistical  account  of  Argyllshire  that  some 
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bw  yean  ago  a  party  of  gentlemen^  braviDg  all  oonseqaences,  deter- 
mined if  poisibie*  to  solve  the  mystery.  On  removing  the  earth  they 
diaeoTered  in  tiro  Sarcophagi,  formed  of  large  flags,  bones  of  extraor- 
dmary  proportions,  the  greater  part  of  which  when  exposed,  crambled 
into  dnat.  The  nnder  jaw  of  one  was  in  sufficient  preservation,  however, 
to  admit  its  being  applied  to  the  corresponding  part  of  the  face  of  a 
very  large  and  fat  person,  one  of  the  party  without  touching— being  at 
Ae  extreme  points  nearly  12  inches  apart,  from  which  may  be  inferred, 
that  there  really  were  giants  in  those  days,— or  that  those  immense 
grotesque  heads  presented  in  pantomimes  bave  a  substantial  origin. 

There  are  persons,  however,  in  whom  the  organ  of  wonder  must, 
soreljr  be  very  small,  who  discard  the  marvellous  origin  of  the  names 
of  the  two  Straits,  and  assuming  better  knowledge  and  information 
than  the  natives  themselves,  will  have  it  that  they  originated  in  com- 
memoration of  Haco,  king  of  Norway,  who  in  an  expedition  to  Scotland 
passed  through  the  Straits,  from  which  circumstance  one  was  called 
Kyle  Rhea,  or  King's  Kyle, — and  the  other  Kyle  Akin,— or  more  pro- 
p^ly  Haken— which  version  may  be  right,  we  leave  an  open  question, 
whilst  we  proceed  to  the  Castle  Moil: — an  old  square  keep,  built^  it  is 
said,  by  an  old  Lady,  and  not  very  amiable,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
fiiet  of  her  having  acquired  the  name  of  *^  Saucy  Mary"— her  real  name 
being  Mackinnon. 

She  appears  to  have  assumed  the  right  to  exact  toll  from  every  vessel 
passing  through  the  Straits,  and  the  better  to  enable  her  to  enforce  her 
demands  she  caused  a  chain  to  be  passed  from  one  shore  to  the  other— 
In  proof  that  she  did  so,  a  hole  in  the  rock  is  pointed  out,  where  one 
end  of  the  chain  was  attached.  She  is  said  to  have  kept  a  constant 
look  out  for  the  arrival  of  vessels— which  were  on  approaching,  warned 
by  a  blank  discharge  from  a  gun,  which  if  the  vessel  was  not  promptly 
bove-tt>  was  followed  by  another,  not  intended  to  be  quite  so  harmless; 
when  op  went  the  chain,  and  it  was  not  let  down  until  her  ladyship's 
demands  were  satisfied. 

Kyle  Akin  was  originally  intended  by  the  proprietor  of  the  land. 
Lord  Maodonald,  as  a  sea-port:  a  small  harbour  was  built,  and  a  num- 
ber of  houses,  but  the  speculation  proved  unsuccessful— being  only 
occupied  by  a  small  eolony  of  fishermen  too  poor  to  pay  for  the  accom- 
modation. 

We  left  Kyle  Akin  on  the  13th  July,  for  Portree,  with  a  fresh  and 
finr  wind  which  gradually  increased,  and  when  off  Slicgigan  it  became 
veiy  squally— rendering  it  necessary  to  reduce  sail  considerably  ;  we  had 
a  remarkably  quick  passage  to  Portree,  the  distance  24  miles  being  done 
in  two  hours  and  a  half. 
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When  going  up  the  Sound  of  Raasaj  we  met  a  amall  fleet  of  herring^ 
boats  going  out»  in  a  little  gale  of  wind,  but  were  dnven  back  into  the 
harbour  of  Portree  about  one  hour  after  our  arrival  there.  We  had 
again  an  opportunity  of  witnesaing  the  skil fulness  with  which  they  were 
brought  in,  and  dropped  into  their  moorings.  The  gale  continued,  and 
the  sea  was  so  much  disturbed  that  we  could  not  safely  go  ashore. 

The  following^  morning  the  weather  had  so  much  improved* that  we 
were  enabled  to  leave  the  yacht.  We  were  more  fortunate  in  replen- 
ishing our  larder  than  we  were  at  Kyle  Akin,  having  procured  a  good 
supply  of  mutton — that  unvarying  Highland  comestible,  and  a  large 
supply  of  loaf  bread,  the  baker  being  in  full  force,  it  being  Saturday, 
and  the  great  baking  day.  In  the  evening  about  8  o'clock  we  turned 
out  for  a  walki  and  had  a  pleasant  excursion  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  greatly  improves  on  acquaintance* 

On'the  following  day  we  sailed  to  Holm  Island,  about  seven  miliss 
from  Portree,  where  we  anchored  and  went  ashore  at  a  solitary  fishing 
station,  and  engaged  one  of  the  fishermen  to  accompany  us  to  the  Stoir 
Rocks.  The  ascent  is  a  fair  trial  of  one's  physical  condition,  but  was 
accomplished  without  any  material  difficulty  or  inconvenience.  Froni 
the  sea  to  the  highest  point  of  the  rocks  is  said  to  be  2,300  feet ;  and 
to  where  we  reached,  was  probably,  2,000  feet.  The  effect  from  the 
distant  position  where  we  then  stood^  was  exceedingly  striking  and 
delusive. 

Stupendous  masses  of  rock  having  become  detached,  in  groups  of 
extraordinary  form,  and  dimensions,  presented  remarkable  resemblances 
to  castles,  towers,  cathedrals  with  spires,  and  other  characteristic 
features.  It  is  probable,  that  if  seen  as  we  saw  them,  an  artist,  even, 
unless  informed  that  they  were  only  rocks,  might  not  discover  the  bct^ 
the  illusion  is  so  perfect  When'  we  saw  them  the  sun  was  behind  them, 
and  had  cast  them  into  the  shadow  of  the  more  elevated  rocks,  and  the 
haziness  of  evening  assisted  the  effect.  We  then  visited  a  remarkable 
cascade,  making  two  descents  perpendicularly  before  reaching  the  sea. 
The  highest  fall  being  from  an  elevation  of  at  least  1,000  feet,  and  issues 
from  a  defb  in  the  rock,  from  which  it  rushes  with  so  much  force  leaping 
probably  about  100  feet,  as  to  leave  a  passage  upon  a  ledge  of  rock 
under  the  fall  wide  enough  for  a  person  to  pass. 

Our  walk  back  was  by  the  sea  side,  on  cliffs  about  1,000  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  so  perpendicular  in  some  places,  that  their  base  could  not 
be  seen.  Whilst  ascending  and  descending  we  observed  many  tracts  of 
land,  which  bore  evident  signs  of  having  been  once  cultivated,  and  many 
sites  on  which  our  guide  informed  us  human  habitations  had  ouce 
existed.     Now  all  is  dreary  desolation — no  signs  of  human  life,  and 
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Dothing  heard  except  the  bleating  of  sheep, — ^the  fonner  inhabitants 
having  been  eyictedy  or  may  have  emigrated.     We  returned  to  Portree  * 
die  same  evening. 

We  left  Portree  about  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  July, 
with  a  light  but  fair  wind,  which  freshened  about  noon,  and  the  square 
sail  was  brought  into  requisition,  when  we  bounded  o'er  the  waves  most 
delightfully.  As  we  approached  the  Ross-shire  coast  the  breeze  slackened, 
but  early  in  the  evening  we  made  '*  Summer  Isles  "  a  perfect  labyrinth 
of  bland s  of  various  extent,  and  as  barren  and  repulsive  as  needs  be. 
One  only  is  said  to  be  inhabited.  The  most  important  is  Priest  Island, 
which  we  were  greatly  perplexed  to  make  out,  there  being  so  many  and 
so  near  to  each  other,  two  or  three  seemed  as  one,  however,  by  close 
observation,  and  comparison  with  the  Admiralty  Charts,  we  got  over 
the  difficulty,  and  proceeded  on  our  course  to  Loch  Broom.  As  we 
neared  Priest  Island  the  wind  fell  off,  which  considerably  retarded  our 
progress.  We  were  towed  by  the  yachts'  boat  into  Ullapool,  which 
appeared  to  advantage,  under  the  effects  of  a  beautiful  sunset,  and  the 
gloaming  of  evening.  We  dropped  anchor  close  under  the  village,  near 
to  a*8mall  harbour,  in  deep  water,  about  8  o^clock,  having  accomplished 
the  distance,  about  sixty  miles  in  12  hours  Our  first  impressions  of 
Ullapool  were  fiivourable,  but  closer  acquaintance  materially  changed  our 
i^nnion  of  it.  There  is  a  frontage  of  houses  or  other  buildings  bang 
the  harbour,  extending  to  nearly  half  a  mile,  backed  by  other  of  lesser 
importance.  There  are  a  Parish  Church  and  a  Free  Church,  with 
Bchools  attached  to  each.  The  Free  Church  we  were  informed,  is  at- 
tended by  the  entire  population,  with  few  exceptions  ; — ^in  &ct  the 
Established  Church  in  the  Highland  districts,  may  be  regarded  as 
deserted. 

From  our  own  observation,  and  from  information  received  we  ascer- 
tained that  the  village  exceeds  in  extent  the  requirements  of  the  people; 
diat  imposing  as  it  appears,  from  the  bay,  it  only  serves  to  shelter  a 
pipulation  without  adequate  means  of  procuring  sustenance. 

The  town  was  projected  about  a  century  ago,  by  the  **  West  dF  Scot- 
land Fishing  Society,"  and  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  on  an  absurdly 
extennve  scale,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  place  and  its  inhabitants, 
had  to  depend  for  support  almost  entirely  on  the  herring  fishery,  which 
IS  ever  an  uncertainty,  and  could  not  furnish  employment  except  during 
a  few  months  in  each  year.  Besides  which,  although  the  Society  might 
build  houses,  they  could  not  compel  the  people  to  occupy  them,  and 
they,  themselves,  prefer  to  live  in  the  heather  covered  dachans  of  their 
forefathers,  which  are  very  numerous,  and  may  be  seen  in  all  the  bays, 
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and  along  the  ooMt  oonreniently  ntuated  for  the  ponait  of  their  oalRog; 
Coose^ently,  many  of  the  alate-oovered  dwellings  provided  by  the 
Society,  were  only  partly  oocupied,  some  were  left  nnfiniahedy  others 
have  beoome  miiis. 

It  ia  said,  howeTer,  that  tfie  popidation  has  of  late  years  increased, 
and  that  there  is  a  general  improTement  in  the  condition  of  the  people, 
and  that  many  of  the  formerly  deserted  habitations,  have  been 'recently 
tompleted,  and  are  now  occupied.  Much  of  the  improvement  may  have 
lesnlted  from  the  convenience  afibrded  by  steam  vessels,  which  occasion- 
ally call  there,  causing  an  additional  traffic  in  the  produce  of  the  land. 
If  the  town  had  had  to  depend  entirely  on  the  produce  of  the  sea,  it 
might  yet  have  remained  a  deplorable  evidence  of  the  futility  of  the 
scheme,  from  utter  miscidculation  of  its  promoters*  Although  the  hsBa 
abound  with  sheep,  and  oxen,  we  could  not  purchase  the  smallest  portion 
of  beef  or  mutton  in  the  town,  except  by  engaging  to  take  a  laige  por- 
tion of  a  sheep,  to  procure  which  the  **  Flesher^  made  a  special  visit  to 
the  hills.  On  the  following  morning  he  brought  us  the  hinder  half, 
which  we  found  very  satisfactory  as  regards  quality,  but  the  prioe  asked 
for  it,  and  paid  by  us,  would  in  all  probability  leave  the  remainder  of 
the  sheep  clear  profit  to  the  "  Flesher". 

Several  boats  came  alongside,  offering  fish  for  sale,  which  our  arrival 
had  probably  stimulated  them  to  procure.  The  supply  was  scanty,  and 
of  inferior  description  and  quality,  but,  being  desirous  to  encourage  them, 
we  purchased  the  whole  of  the  fish  ofiered  to  us,  at  our  own  price, 
which  probably  exceeded  what  the  sellers  expected.  On  receiving  pay- 
ment for  it,  they  looked  with  lively  curiosity  and  evident  satisfaction, 
al  the  '*  siller^  to  which  they  seemed  to  have  been  strangers  for  some 
time  previous. 

Ours  being  the  first  yacht  which  had  visited  Loch  Broom  since  Ae 
previous  season,  our  presence  was  very  agreeable,  and  caused  quite  an 
excitement.  Several  parties  of  the  natives  came  alongside  out  of  curi* 
osity,  and  rowed  round  and  round  the  yacht,  making  observations,  ia 
Gaelic,  ae  they  passed,  which  were  overheard  and  understood  by  a  part 
of  our  crew,  and  on  being  interpreted  to  us,  we  learned  that  they  had 
expressed  a  desire  to  come  on  board,  which  we  at  once  permitted,  and 
our  acquiescence  gave  evident  satisfaction; 

One  of  our  visitors  invited  us  in  return  to  visit  his  cottage,  and  pull 
strawberries,  which  we  accepted.  In  the  evening  we  availed  ourselves 
of  his  politeness,  and  consumed  no  inconsiderable  quantity,  for  which 
he  declhied  to  receive  payment.  The  auld  wife  too,  put  us  under  an 
obligation  by  presenting  us  with  one  of  a  lot  of  hens,  which  she  observed 
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hmd  atteeted  our  attenUon,  from  their  exoeedingly  otirioiu  plarnftga 
The  original  stock,  we  were  informed  had  been  brought  by  a  tailor  from 
■fafoad,  ihey  believed  from  Turkey.  Although  it  might  be  a  "Turkey 
beo^'*  it  certainly  ought  not  to  be  classed  with  the  "Norfolk  turkep/' 
Hie  old  lady  declining  to  accept  its  money  value— we  presented  her  an 
equivalent  in  a  packet  of  Tea,  accompanying  it  with  one  of  Tobacco  (or 
her^auld  man.  We  parted  with  mutual  good  wishes  ;  on  our  part:that 
they  might  pleasantly  remember  us  when  enjoying  the  Bohea  and  Pig- 
tail; and  on  their  parta^  that  we  might  have  *'  fair  winds"  and  "  Qod  s 
Hoasing,*^ 

.  We  had  ihe  satisfiikctiott  to  present  to  several  poor  old  creatures  small 
packets  of  tea,  or  tobacco^  who  will*  no  doubt  think  of  the  strangers 
with  grateful  feelings  when  far  away.  A  person  brought  to  the  yacht, 
aonae  peetiKar  wood  for  sale,  winch  he  had  procured  from  the  remains 
of  a  forest*  in  the  Isle  of  Martin,  adjacent  to  Loch  Broom:  called  by 
the  natives  *'  Candle-wood'*,  which  is  often  employed  by  the  poorer 
dasses  to  illuminate,  as  well  as  to  warm  their  dwellings.  The  wood 
iqppears  to  be  that  known  as  Pitch  Pine^  the  fibre  being  partially  decom- 
poeed  by  age,  and  the  tar  or  resinous  matter  being  less  perishable,  having 
reoimned  in  the  wood.  A  piece  of  it,  the  diameter  of  a  candle  being 
Bghted  and  placed  erect,  burnt  with  considerable  brilliancy  for  some 
time.  We  found  it  a  most  desirable  article  for  the  cooking  stove,  being 
readily  ignited,  highly  combustible  and  giving  out  an  extraordinaiy 
amount  of  heat. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  at  Ullapool,  we  sailed  about  four  miles 
up  Loch  Broom,  which  was  as  far  as  appeared  to  be  safe,  there  beJag  a 
shoal  about  one  mile  from  the  extreme  head.  We  had  however  a  good 
view  of  the  scenery  of  the  loch,  which  although  pleasing  in  character, 
does  not  present  any  remarkable  features.  The  lower  part  of  the  loch 
u  deep,  and  free  from  rocks  or  shoals.  Fish  were  very  scarce^  few  we 
were  informed  having  come  into  the  loch.  After  the  arrival  of  herrings 
there  is  an  abundance  of  every  description,  which  &Uow  to  feed  upon 
them,  they  are  then  in  high  condition,  and  an  abundant  supply  is  euily 
praeofed.  So  plentifrd  were  herrings  a  £ew  years  ago,  that  a  sufficient 
Bomber  of  bands  oonld  not  be  procured  to  dean  and  prepare  them,  and 
even  if  labour  had  been  obtainable,  salt  and  barrels  could  not  have  been 
provided.  Enormous  quantities  were  sold  at  the  extraordinary  kyw  price 
of  hal£-aKsrown  the  cran,  which  contains  an  average  of  800  large,  or 
IfiOO  smaller  herrings— K>r  about  three*penoe  per  100.  Many  could 
not  be  got  rid  of  at  any  price,  some  were  used  as  manure. 
The  herring  season  oommenM0  abput  the  end  of  August^  or  begi|i- 
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niDg  of  September  at  Loch  Broom,  previous  to  which,  fishermen  go  to 
wherever  they  chance  to  hear  of  their  appearance.  Poor  fellows  !  theirs 
is  a  precarious  and  laborious  occupation,  and  is  often  very  inadequately 
remunerated.  One  boat  returned  to  Ullapool  whilst  we  were  there,  the 
owner  of  which  informed  our  skipper  that  when  he  left  some  weeks 
previous,  to  seek  for  fish  at  Stornaway,  in  the  Island  of  Lewis,  he  was 
in  possession  of  £15;  that  he  arrived  there  at  an  unfortunate  moment^ 
and  was  unsuccessful.  He  tried  another  place,  and  was  again  unfortu- 
nate, his  capital  being  exhausted  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  borrow- 
ing money  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Ullapool.  Another  fisherman 
had  been  more  fortunate,  having  arrived  at  Stornaway  at  a  lucky  mo- 
ment, and  had  realized  a  considerable  sum.  A  fisherman's  life  is  attended 
with  great  risk  as  regards  property,  as  well  as  life^  and  very  few  are  able 
to  lay  up  a  store  for  old  age,  their  boats  and  nets  being  often  destroyed 
by  storms,  and  it  is  seldom  they  can  replace  them. 


SKETCHES  ON  NAVAL  LIFE .♦ 


B7   AN.  OLD   SALT. 

CHAPTER  VL 

[Dbab  Ma.  EniTOH.— In  my  last  yam  I  said  that  my  countrymen,  general^ 
speaking,  did  not  make  as  good  sailors  as  the  English  and  Scotch,  which  lack- 
less  remark  has  bronght  down  on  my  devoted  head,  a  somewhat  severe  censure 
from  more  than  one  Irish  firiend  who  know  my  real  cognomen. — Well,  as  the 
gentleman  in  the  following  pages  told  my  dad,  "  I've  made  it  and  TU  not  with- 
draw it,"  bat  I  will  do  it  more  true  justice  than  I  did  before,  by  saying  that  my 
observation  referred  only  to  that  peculiar  neatness  and  quickn^^  in  the  wummei 
theory,  (excuse  the  Bull)  of  the  seaman's  calling,  in  which  we  never  could 
compete  with  the  other  two;  but  in  the  courage  that  never  shrinks  ttom  perils 
by  sea  or  land,  whether  in  fighting  a  ship  or  storming  a  fort,  liistory  renders 
it  uncalled  for  on  my  part  to  say,  that  Pat  has  ever  been  a  fVont  rank  man^  and 
what's  more,  ever  will  beJ} 

I  WILL  now  wash  my  hands  of  Mr.  Smithers,  aUas  Chockablock^  who 
at  the  end  of  three  weeks  was  reported  out  of  danger,  his  jaw,  as  the 
doctor  feared  it  would  do,  not  locking,  presumed  to  be  in  consequence 
of  the  perpetual  motion  he  kept  it  undergoing,  by  either  gorging  him- 
self with  food,  or  uttering  low  blasphemy.  At  the  end  of  six  weeks  he 
was  dismissed  the  ship,  not  service^  in  consequence  of  being  rather  ac- 
cidentally bom,  and  his  most  noble  father's  interest  being  powerful 

*  Continued  from  page  42. 


8KBTCHS8  OF   NAVAL   LIFB.  65 

enough  to  retain  him  his  rank  and  ^onourt^-yeti  no  less  tnie  than 
strange  is  it,  sometime  afterwards  he  was  dismissed  the  service  under 
the  most  disgraceful  auspices,  though  in  the  least  public  way  possible, 
in  deference  to  his  noble  sire,  and  after  all  the  various  gradations  by 
which  vice  sinks  into  obiiquy,  became  cook  of  a  collier,  in  which  artistical 
rank  a  Ueuienani^s  cammusian  was  actually  presented  to  him — ^by  mis- 
take of  course  ;  but  this  fact,  however  startling,  is  only  tantamount  to 
another,  which  is  this.  In  those  da^^s  several  decul  masters'  mates  had 
commissions  made  out  for  them,  giving  them  promotion  in  Stygean 
waters,  by  no  means  flattering  to  relatives  mourning  their  untimely  and 
unrequited  ends. 

After  a  three  weeks'  probation,  I  was  sent  for  by  the  first  Lieutenant, 
who  told  me  I  was  to  do  duty  in  the  maintop,  to  cut  knives,  not  toith 
thetHt  and  to  be  obedient  to  command,  quick  in  its  execution,  and  defer- 
ential to  my  superior  officers.  In  the  meantime,  I  had  written  my  dad 
a  full,  true,  and  particular  account  of  my  manslaughter  a£Fair,  of  which 
he  was  pleased  to  express  a  grim  satisfaction,  regretting  amazingly  I  had 
not  closed  Chockablock's  earthly  career.  MThich,  all  things  considered, 
w^as,  on  my  father^s  part,  not  a  little  incongruous,  seeing  that  his  having 
shot  a  man  in  a  duel  had  embittered  every  hour  of  his  remaining  life, 
soured  his  temper,  lind  destroyed  his  health  of  body  and  tone  of  mind. 
And  as  the  duelling  habits  of  those  days  are  now,  like  mail  coaches, 
just  shadows  of  the  past,  I  will  throw  this  sad  affair  into  sufficient  light 
to  prove  how  our  moral  as  well  as  the  legal  code  is  becoming  cleansed 
firom  the  pistolling  and  hanging  ordeal  gentlemen  and  thieves  were  com- 
pelled to  undergo  in  those  days  of  "  satisfaction  "  and  " sus  per  col*' 
Aa  parties  are  now  living  who  know  this  painful  affiiir,  I  shall  mention 
no  names  but  simply  state  facts.  My  father  was  engaged  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Irish  rebellion— I  am  very  much  afraid  my  great-grand- 
lather,  in  polite  phrase,  underwent  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  for 
aiding  in  the  first.  As  both  officers  and  private  gentlemen  went  ^lly 
armed  in  those  days,  of  course  my  father,  as  of  the  first  lot,  was  so,  and 
on  retiring  to  bed,  lay  with  his  sword  under  his  pillow,  and  pistols 
within  reach  of  his  hand.  It  was  his  wont  to  read  his  candle  nearly 
out,  after  being  in  bed,  leaving  only  just  enough  to  rekindle  for  dressing 
purposes,  should  any  alarm  of  the  "  Croppies ''  be  forthcoming  during 
the  night.  On  one  occasion,  however,  he  was  reading  some  dreadful 
legend  of  murdered  humanity  stalking  in  the  spirit  around  the  couch  of 
the  assassin,  until  his  candle  burnt  wholly  out,  and  he  was  fain  to  trust 
to  the  ch44>ter  of  aoddents  for  a  quiet  night's  rest     But,  alas,  thia  was 
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not  to  be  ;  lor,  at  mj  poor  mother  (to  whom  alone  he  ever  spoke  of  it) 
told  me,  he  was  just  dozing  off  into  an  unquiet,  haunted,  hobgoblin  sort 
of  slumber,  when  he  heard  something  stirring  under  his  bed.  lie  was 
wide  awake  in  a  trice,  listening  with  every  sense  of  bearing  strained  to 
the  utmost,  and  breathing  nearly  suspended,  when  he  heard  it  again. 
Certaifdy,  not  a  doubt  remained,  one  or  more  Croppies  were  under  his 
bed,  and  he  was  to  be  carried  out  on  a  shutter  in  the  morning.  Now, 
an  Englbhman  or  a  Scotehman  wdhld  have  paused  for  one  little  moment) 
to  make  assurance  doubly  sure  before  acting  on  the  offensive  against 
unknown  foes.  But  an  Irishman  I  Reflection  is  a  boon  denied  him  by 
nature,  till  the  violation  of  her  laws  makes  it  bis  condemnation.  As 
quick  as  lightening  he  was  on  his  knees  in  bed,  his  sword  in  both  hands, 
and  thrust  by  sheer  force  through  bed  and  sacking  into  the  floor  below, 
as  fast  as  it  could  be  withdrawn  and  replunged.  There  was  a  sort  of 
scramble  from  under  the  bed,  as  if  one  or  more  bodies  were  escaping 
and  scuttling  across  to  the  dressing-room  beyond.  The  Croppies,  the 
Croppies,  was  the  only  thought  allowed  to  occupy  my  father^s  frenaed 
imagination,  as,  leaping  out  of  bed,  he  rushed,  sword  in  hand,  into  the 
dressing-room^  cutting  and  slashing  away  in  total  darkness,  to  the  de- 
molition of  various  and  sundry  the  furniture  therein  contained.  By  this 
time  the  uproar  had  wakened  up  my  father's  man,*  who,  in  roshing  up 
stairs  to  the  rescue,  had  his  fears  by  no  means  allayed  when  three  or 
four  cats  came  in  rude  contact  with  his  legs,  as  they  also  were  speedingy 
terror-stricken  down  stairs,  to  escape  through  the  open  cinder-hole  door 
by  which  they  had  entered  the  house,  and  eventually  my  father's  bed- 
room. The  honours  of  war,  however  negative,  were  my  poor  fathex^s^ 
for  one  of  his  many  random  blows  had  struck  the  enemy,  as,  on  a  candle 
being  produced,  was  fully  proven  by  blood  marks  on  the  stairs,  across 
the  room,  and  through  the  cinder-hole  aforesaid.  Now,  it  seems  as 
passing  strange  as  lamenteble,  that  out  of  the  (act  of  an  open  <»nder- 
hole  door,  should  a  duel  and  death  ensue  ;  but  still,  such  was  the  deplo- 
rable case*  My  father  and  his  man  enjoyed  a  good  laugh,  put  the  mu- 
tilated furniture  in  as  decent  order  as  its  state  permitted,  went  to  bed, 
and  slept  the  rest  of  the  night  away  in  peace.  It  was,  however,  far  too 
good  a  joke  against  himself  to  admit  of  any  one  but  himself  telling  it 
against  himself  ;  so  the  next  morning  he  told  all  his  friends  the  battle 
of  the  cats,  and  it  was  the  }oke  of  the  day,  the  whole  thing  being 
flavoured  with  Irish  wit  as  to  my  governor's  curious  "  <»lenation  of  ideas, 
ctftastrophy,"  &c. 

It  so  happened  that  most  unfortunately  he  was  asked  out  to  a  mess 
dinner  that  day,  to  meet  some  new  comers  who  were  sent  ^  join  the 


fcvoM  aJrea^OB  ilMqsotyWid  as  ftll  the  men  there  who  knew  spiy  fetheif 
had  worn  the  cat  story  threadbare  oa  parade  and  at  tiffin,  other  sabj^^ 
were  fireely  diaeoaaed  during  dinner^  and  it  was  only  in  the  pause  be-; 
tweeD  that  ending  and  the  dessert  making  its  appeaxmneey  that  a  gentler 
man  asked  some  man  he  knew,  as  far  off  him  as  obliged  him  to  speak 
•loud*-''  I  say,— what's  that  absurd  story  about  the  cats  of  last  night"? 
The  friend,  knowing  my  fiither,  said,  *'Oh  nothing."  '*  Nothing  I" 
rejoined  the  first,  '*it  seems  to  me  there's  just  this  in  it,  the  man  must 
have  heen  wofiilly  deficient  in  moral  courage^  whaterer  his  physical 
nerve  might  amount  to."  This  hapless  remark,  made  without  a  know- 
ledge of  my  father's  identity  or  presence,  produced  a  total  stoppag^e  of 
eouYecsation  ;  the  man  ndio  made  it  looked  round  in  that  sort  of  painful 
surprise  you  feel  when  in  groping  in  the  dark  you  encounter  some  un- 
known and  unpleasant  object,  until  his  eye  met  my  fiither's,  who  at  cmce 
aaid,  *'  I  am  the  person  you  have  just  alluded  to  in  so  ungentlemanly 
a  mode^  and  I  ifuisi  on  your  instantly  withdrawing  your  remark!" 

Now,  if  my  father  had  said,  **  request,"  instead  of  "  insist"  and  teft 
out  the  **  ungentlemanly,"  I  have  often  wondered  if  good  instead  of  bad 
might  not  hare  come  out  of  this  unhappy  affair.  But  I  really  and  truly 
belicTe  not.  At  that  time  of  day  70  years  ago,  in  Ireland,  a  look,  a 
smile  even,  let  alone  a  sneer,  was  enough  to  risk  a  man's  measuring  his 
length  on  the  daises  ;  but  of  this  vide  ''  Ireland  60  years  ago." 

The  gentleman  simply  replied,  as  every  one  expected,  <<  IVe  made  it^ 
and  rU  not  withdraw  it"  As  the  want  of  fnoral  courage  had  been  the 
imputation,  the  nearest  decanter  stood  untouched  by  my  father,  instead 
of  being  fiang  at  his  insulter's  head,  the  wine  in  his  glass  was,  instead  of 
being  thrown  in  his  face,  quietly  sipped,  after  which  my  governor  gently 
rose  up,  and  walking  softly  round  the  table  to  where  the  gentleman  in- 
sulting him  sat,  he  deliberately  pulled  his  nose.  Then  came  the  counter 
bloWy  the. struggle,  the  separation,  the  friends,  the  meeting,  and,  at  the 
teeand  shot  (my  father  being  slightly  hit  by  the  first)  the  death  of  his 
opponent,  who  was  a  corpse  before  he  was  raised  from  the  ground. 
Mj  father  was  hurried  from  the  ground,  smuggled  out  of  Dublin,  and 
on  board  of  a  Liverpool  trader  before  he  had  recovered  the  dead-like 
stunning  sensation  he  was  labouring  under,  and  but  for  the  presence  of 
a  true  and  kind  friend  who  stuck  by  him;  when  a  full  sense  of  past, 
present,  and  future,  rose  before  his  returning  faculties,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  he  would  have  laid  violent  hands  on  himself,  his  agony  of 
mind  was  so  overwhelming. 

But  now  comes  the  question.     What  alternative  was  left  him,  as  a 
man  holding  the  position  of  a  gentleman?     In  those  days  it  was  not 
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being  the  officer  that  compelled  you  to  go  out  and  be  shot  at  like  a 
rook  by  any  violent  bnite  who  chose  to  insult  you.  On  the  contrary,  the 
dvilian  of  that  day  plumed  himself  on  being  as  fully  entitled  to  kill,  and 
be  killed,  in  an  honourable  way,  as  the  greatest  military  wrangler  in 

existence. 

People  now  read  with  horror,  mingled  with  unbelief,  of  the  natives 
of  Borneo  being  held  unworthy  of  all  favour  from  the  softer  sex,  if  they 
cannot  produce  a  certain  number  of  smoked  heads,  severed  from  the 
murdered  trunks  of,  very  often  unoffending  and  defenceless  victims  ; 
but  this  savage  claim  to  honourable  renown  has  less  real  sin  in  it  than 
the  curse  of  that  day  levied  on  the  most  enlightened  portion  of  civilized 
society,  by  the  unavoidable  ordeal  of  the  duello.  In  short  no  man  of 
a  certain  standing  in  Ireland,  at  that  time,  could,  if  he  would,  avoid 
being  drawn  within  the  clutches  of  this  Hydra;  born  of  passion, 
nourished  by  pride,  and  gorged  with  the  blood  of  thousands  of  self- 
elected  victims,  throwing  themselves  under  the  wheel  of  this  enlightened 
car  of  Juggernaut. 

Talk  of  moral  courage  indeed  I  What  became  of  the  man  whose 
moral  strength  of  mind  arose  superior  to  the  blood-drabbled  prejudice 
of  the  day  ?  Cain  was  not  more  an  outcast  from  his  God  than  this  man 
became  in  the  eyes  of  his  fellow-men  ;  and  the  leper  would  have  been 
fondled  in  the  arms  of  those  who  would  have  shunned  him  as  the  Upas 
tree.  The  man  of  letters,  whose  very  knowledge  placed  his  mind 
superior  to  this  inquisitorial  law,  had  no  better  chance  of  escape  than  he 
of  the  physical  intellect,  gifted  with  sheer  brute  courage.  The  happy 
fether  of  beloved  children,  the  attached  partner  of  a  fond  wife,  the 
adored  and  only  son,  all  in  short  whose  deaths  were  the  forerunners  of 
heart-rending  misery,  and  broken  hearted  woe,  were  within  this  fearfiil 
pale.  And  worst  of  all,  woman,  kind  warm-hearted  woman,  of  gentle 
nature  and  high  birth,  bent  her  readiest  smile  to  the  young  man  who 
had  come  out  strong  as  the  hero  of  one  or  more  duels,  if  he  had  hit  or 
killed  his  man.  And  what  a  state  of  intellectual  association  of  human 
beings  was,  and  in  some  measure  yet  is ,  this  state  of  civilized  society ! 
Can  no  code  of  honour  be  found  where  justice,  equity  and  probity  can 
stand  forth  as  champions  of  right,  but  that  the  pistol,  the  bullet,  and 
the  sure  marksman  must  step  between  and  say,  '*  We'll  settle  it!"  Is 
man,  aristocratic  man,  proud  to  offence  of  his  high  attributes  of  standing 
education  and  wit,  not  ashamed  of  this  unfair  ordeal  between  his  offen- 
sive and  inoffensive  compratriots?  For  instance,  a  quiet  gentlemanly 
man  sits  in  his  club  in  town — one  or  more  members,  hot  with  wine, 
purposely  insult  him.     Thirty  years  ago  he  must  have  called  one  (at 
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kasi)  of  them  ont^  or  left  his  dab  ;  he  does  so  thirty  years  ago,  and  is 
shoty  leaving  behind  him  perhaps  a  broken-hearted  wife  and  bereaved 
family.  I^ow,  he  does  not  do  so,  and  holds  his  standing  as  a  gentleman 
intact.  Thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  in  the  crowded  saloon  or  dancing- 
room,  the  shy  and  retiring  man  of  letters,  peradventure  (in  trying  to 
avoid  crushing  a  lady's  dress)  treads  on  a  man's  foot,  wholly  toithoui 
inieniion  ;  this  man,  alas,  is  a  hero  of  the  pistol  and  twelve  paces.  At 
once  the  interrogation  is  violently  put,  '*  What  the  d— 1  do  you  mean 
Sir,  by  treading  on  my  toes?**  Reply — "  Tm  very  sorry,  really  I 
didn^t  mean  to" — Sentence  cut  short  by  following  rejoinder, — "  You  He 
Sir,  you  did  Sir."  Quiet  man  goes  home  and  makes  his  will,  goes  oui^ 
and  dies.  I  knew  a  fae-Hmile  case  to  this,  which  occurred  in  '14. 
Happy  state  of  intellectual  justice  I 

And  now  once  more  for  the  sea,  and  my  small  doings  thereon.  I 
fortunately  would  insist  on  going  to  worky  not  ordering  it  to  he  done. 
I  pulled  ropes  which  I  only  was  intended  to  iee  pulled  ;  and  this  state 
of  manual  exercise  did  not  escape  the  Argus-like  eyes  of  our  first  lieu- 
tenant, who  at  last  telling  me  to  send  down  the  maintopsail  yard,  which 
order  I  quietly  and  unsuspectingly  received;  I  set  to  work,  the  men 
of  the  maintop  worshipping  me  for  my  free  and  easy  manners  as  a  middy 
and  my  knowledge  of  seamanship,  and  in  quarter  less  no  time,  the  main- 
topsail  yard  was  on  deck,  and  I  asked  to  converse  with  Mr.  Firstlough 

in  his  private  stateroom.     He  began  as  follows  : — '*  Now,  young , 

you  may  either  give  me  your  entire  confidence  or  not,  just  as  you  please, 
but  I  am  desirous  of  knowing  where  you  have  picked  up  the  practical 
part  of  your  nautical  information."  I  told  him  I  had  been  cautioned 
not  to  speak  of  it,  but  that  if  he  would  not  tell  again,  I  would  tell  him 
all  about  it,  only  the  captain  was  not  to  know  at  any  rate  whatever. 
This  he  seriously  promised  to  comply  with,  and,  moreover,  kept  his  word. 
And  I  up  and  told  him  all  my  novitiate  in  the  coal  trade,  ^.,  at  which 

he  was  pleased  to  laugh  immoderately  and  call  old  Admiral  D s  a 

regular  old  fool.  When  duly  fitted  out,  the  frigate  was  ordered  to 
Portsmouth,  there  to  complete  her  crew,  and  then  to  sail  for  Plymouth 
Sound,  and  when  completed  in  men,  stores,  provisions,  and  water,  to 
cruise  about  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  seeking  what  she  might  devour 
in  enemies^  ships,  &c.,  &c.,  one  grand  dodge  being  the  cutting  off  sun- 
dry of  the  French  ehcuse-'marees  coasting  along  shore,  and  laden  with 
supplies  for  the  French  army  of  occupation  in  the  Peninsular. 

It  was  great  fun,  I  recollect,  for  some  time,  until,  one  fatal  day, 
assurance  having  made  us  doubly  sure,  we  descried  a  lot  of  these  said 
coasters,  on  the  lifting  of  the  land  fog  bank,  just  off  Ushant,  and  ap- 
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parendj  pdluig  away  with  tiwic  sweeps  for  dear  fife  to  gel  ia  sliore  to 
ahoal  water.  It  being  a  dead  ealm,  the  boarders  were  piped  away,  the 
pioDace-and  first  and  second  cutters  manned,  and  our  firsts  thirdi  and 
fourth  lieutenants  placed  in  eharge  of  them,  and,  with  three  cheers,  they 
started  in  hot  chase  of  the  Musquito  fleeti  the  latter  trying  to  escape 
uieitL 

We  were  all  laughing  at  the  fun  to  be,  and  the  horror  of  the  French 
skippers  in  seeing  their  vessels  scuttled  and  sunk,  when  just  as  the  boats 
i^proached  their  nearest  Tictims,  a  perfect  sheet  of  fire  issued  from  the 
enemy's  bulwarks  and  our  poor  fellows  sank  by  dozens  beneath  the 
thwarts  of  their  boats;  two  of  which  were  captured  in  an  utterly  helpless 
state,  and  our  first  luff  and  pinnace,  with  the  greatest  difficulty  pulled 
by  her  few  surviving  hands,  without  the  reach  of  the  deadly  fire  pouring 
on  them,  and  towed  by  our  boats  sent  to  the  rescue,  alongside  the  ship. 
It  was^  in  short,  a  horrible  business,  but  a  very  fair  warlike  ruse,  in  re- 
taliation of  our  numerous  captures,  scuttliogs,  and  sinkings,  for  the 
whole  of  that  fleet  of  vessels  were  filled  with  soldiers,  pur|)osely  to  catch 
ns  napping.  One  of  the  boats  lowered  to  the  rescue  was  the  captain's 
gig,  a  32-feet  Deal  boat,  beautiful  as  a  woman,  swift  as  a  swallow,  and 
buoyant  a?  a  swan,  and  when  he  gave  orders  for  her  be  to  cast  adrift  he 
kx>ked  and  called  in  vain  for  his  coxwain,  who  was  away  as  a  boaider 
in  the  ill-fated  cutter.  He  looked  round  on  all  sides  in  savage  unoer« 
tainty  as  to  who  he  could  entrust  her  with,  when  I  said  right  in  his 
face,  "  If  you'll  let  me  go^  Sir,  I'll  take  charge  of  her,  and  bring 
her  back  all  right."  He  turned  a  dubious  dull  kind  of  look  on  me  and 
said,  "Go,  go,  d— n  the  boat ;  for  God's  sake,  go,  and  make  haste.** 
I  was  in  her,  and  casting  off  her  lashings,  and  ordering  the  men  about 
me  to  get  her  tackles  clear  for  lowering,  and  swearing  at  a  fellow  whose 
fingers  were  all  thumbs,  like  fury  in  an  instant ;  the  captain  unknown 
to  me,  standing  an  amazed  spectator  of  my  efforts  at  quick  work  and  foul 
language  ;  and  when  I  had  jumped  on  board,  taken  the  after  tackle  fall 
out  of  a  waister's  hands,  got  a  maintop-man  to  take  the  fbretackle,  and 
after  lowering  the  boat  quickly  and  well  together  into  the  water,  we  both 
slid  down  the  tackles  into  her  like  greased  strokes  of  lightning,  he 
broke  out  into  a  sardonic  chuckle,  saying  (as  a  brother  middy  told  me 
on  my  return,)  <*The  cutting  system  is  strong  in  that  youth  at  any  rate^ 
for  by  Jove  he  knows  how  to  cut  his  stick  as  sharp  as  any  man  on 
board."  I  shall  never  forget  the  horrible  state  of  butchery  our  poor  pinnace 
presented  when  we  got  along  side  of  her ;  five  men  (three  of  whom 
were  wounded)  and  our  first  luff,  being  all  that  were  spared  out  of  30 
able  British  seamen,  leaviug  the  ship  in  her  not  two  hours  before. 
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CRUISE  OF  THE  "CHANCE'*— ST.  KILDA. 

On  thd  morning  of  the  first  of  August,  1860,  the  schooner  yacht 
Chance  sailed  from  amidst  the  islets,  sunken  rocks*  and  shoals  of  the 
Sound  of  Harris  for  St.  Kilda.  The  sky  was  cloudy,  a  driving  miat 
obscured  the  landscape,  the  sea  looked  angry*  and  its  waves  hroke  with 
a  sullen  roar  against  the  black  cliffs  of  the  desolate  islands  which  face 
the  Atlantic  at  the  western  entrance  to  the  Sound.  The  gallant  Chance 
breasted  the  long  swell,  which  increased  as  she  advanced  westward  ;  aa 
the  day  went  oa  the  clouds  dispersed,  the  sun  and  blue  sky  appeared, 
but  the  breexe  fell  as  she  sighted  the  wild-looking  peaks  of  St.  Kilda 
and  its  companion  rooks^  and  soon  after  sunset  completely  died  away,  so 
that  the  yacht  did  not  reach  her  anchorage  till  early  the  next  morning. 
Although  there  was  a  profound  calm  for  some  hours  of  the  night,  she 
foiled  uamercifully,  as  the  sea  did  not  go  down  with  the  wind»  and  the 
rattle  of  the  chain-cable  was  a  welcome  sound,  when  at  last  she  found 
shelter  and  repose  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Kilda. 

We  were  early  on  deck,  anxious  to  see  the  spot  which  had  been  the 
chief  object  of  our  voyage.  We  found  that  we  were  lying  in  a  b^^ 
afifbrding  a  somewhat  precarious  shelter ;  to  our  right  rose  a  high  and 
precipitous  headland  of  granites-white,  yellow,  and  brown— >on  its  sea- 
ward and  nearly  perpendicular  side,  sloping  gradually  inwards  landward, 
and  covered  with  a  scant  herbage,  parts  of  its  surface  dotted  with  small 
rude  erections  of  stone,  built  as  repositories  of  peat  fuel.  In  front  Isy  a 
semi-circular  beach  of  rock,  gravel,  and  sand  ;  behind  it  a  sloping  amphi- 
theatre of  poorly-cultivated  land,  on  which  the  crops  disputed  possession 
of  the  thin  soil  with  the  bright  yellow  marygold;  the  latter  making  the 
greatest  show.  The  tiny  fields,  or  rather  plots  of  ground,  were  sepa- 
rated by  low  stone  dykes,  which  run  in  eccentric  lines,  affording  shelter, 
doubtless,  but  by  no  means  increasing  the  amenity  of  the  scene  ;  their 
long  curves,  unbroken  by  tree  or  bush,  were  very  suggesti?e  of  an  inhos- 
pitable climate — they  gave  a  look  of  sombre  desolation  not  easily  des- 
cribed. Rising  amongst  these  granite  dykes  low  huts  of  the  same 
material  were  vbible,  apparently  of  a  bee -hive  shape,  as  seen  from  the 
bay,  and  roofed  with  thatch,  bound  down  with  a  network  of  straw  rope, 
which  contributed  to  their  hive-like  look.  Nearer  us  and  the  granite 
headland)  a  house,  a  chapeh  and  a  store,  of  the  simple  and  somewhat 
-ungainly  forms  so  common  in  Scotland,  completed  the  native  settlement. 
A  Ugh  background  of  hill,  with  a  somewhat  tame  outline,  broken  by 
p<at  fltorofly  torn  gradually  upward^  a  dope  of  bright  greeni  wded 
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by  projecting  rocks  of  granite  or  trap,  and  by  avalanches  of  what,  doobt- 
less,  are  boulders  and  large  stones  when  seen  nean  but  which  at  a 
distance  seem  mere  masses  of  gravel. 

To  the  left  of  our  position  the  scene  was  more  picturesque — this  side 
of  the  bay  is  hedged  in  by  wild  and  fantastic  masses  of  dark  trap  rock, 
rising  abruptly  from  the  sea,  which  churned  round  the  angles,  and 
through  fissures  piercing  the  barrier.  This  lofty  ridge  of  rocks  forms  a 
complete  contrast  to  the  tame  scenery  of  the  other  side  of  the  bay. 

Passing  through  a  narrow  opening  in  these  rocks,  we  observed  a  fishing 
boat,  rowed  by  several  men,  who  soon  came  along  side,  and  addressed 
us  in  G®Iic,  and  we  had  our  first  interview  with  the  natives  of  St.  Kilda. 
A  very  favourable  impression  was  made  by  their  open,  healthy,  and,  it 
may  be  added,  good-looking  faces,  and  by  their  excellent  and  oomfort- 
able  clothing.  They  were,  with  one  exception,  young  men*  and  so  like 
each  other  as  to  be  evidently  nearly  related.  The  boat  was  loaded  with 
large  fish,  principally  ling  and  skate,  from  amongst  which  having  selec- 
ted three  of  the  largest,  we  inquired  the  price,  and  we  at  once  felt  as- 
sured that  we  were  amongst  unsophisticated  people*  for  they  replied  that 
we  were  welcome  to  them,  that  they  had  no  price.  It  was  impossible 
to  mistake  the  simple,  open  expression  of  countenance*  or  the  sincerity 
with  which  the  offer  was  made.  This,  we  believe,  is  the  first  year  that 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  have  fished,  and  we  learnt  with  regret  that 
they  are  short  of  lines  and  hooks. 

Tacbt  tourists,  who  may  follow  our  track,  cannot  do  better,  or  confer 
a  greater  benefit  on  these  good  people,  than  by  taking  with  them  a  sup- 
ply of  hooks  and  other  apparatus  for  fishing,  which  they  may  have  the 
gratification  of  giving  them. 

We  landed  early,  and  twenty  brawny  arms  were  at  hand  to  drag  our 
boat  from  the  swell»  and  to  help  us  over  the  slippery  seaweed  on  the 
rocks.  We  found  that  with  two  people  only  could  we  communicate-^ 
the  factor  of  the  proprietor  of  the  island,  and  the  worthy  schoolmaster. 
Not  another  soul,  so  far  as  we  discovered,  could  speak  other  than  Gselic. 
It  is  a  new  sensation  to  find  oneself  in  an  island  forming  a  part  of  oar 
own  country — of  our  own  busy,  trading,  skilful  country — in  which  there 
is  no  symptom  of  trade,  no  shop,  and  in  which  the  primitive  distaff  re- 
presents the  whole  spinning  machinery — in  an  island  in  which  there  is 
no  magistrate,  no  police,  and  no  need  of  either,  and,  but  this  is  to  be 
regretted,  no  minister.  There  was  one  ordained  minister  here,  of  the 
Establbhed  Church,  but  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  having  been  in- 
duced to  dissent  from  the  Establishment*  are  now  left  without  ordinances. 
There  can  be  nosacrameatsy  no  marriages,  except  at  interyals,  when  a 
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dergjmaii  ymU  this  truly  isolated  commnnity.  It  might  readily  be  sup- 
posed that  grave  iQCOnveoiences  must  be  the  result  of  this  state  of  things/ 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  in  some  senses  they  do  result*  but  the  fact 
that  simplicity  and  purity  of  manners  prevail  notwithstanding,  and  that 
this  small  community  is  remarkable  for  attention  to  those  religious- 
duties  which  are  within  their  powen  only  makes  it  the  more  grevious 
that  they  should  now  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  which  a  resident 
clergyman  might  confer. 

The  population  is  not  increasing,  marriages  are  rare;  one  only,  we  are 
infinrmed,  has  taken  place  within  the  last  seven  years.  The  majority  of 
ia&nts  bom  are  said  to  die  early,  and  certainly  we  saw  few  children  ; 
but  we  had  an  opportunity  of  making  them  very  happy  by  gifts  from 
the  edible  stores  of  the  yacht.  They  looked  strong  and  healthy  ;  in- 
deed, the  appearance  of  all  the  inhabitants  contrasted  very  favourably 
with  that  of  those  of  the  Western  Isles  which  we  visited  on  our  tour. 
We  entered  one  or  two  of  the  people's  huts,  and  these,  like  the  same 
class  of  habitation  in  Lewis  or  Skye,  are  dens  rather  than  proper  human 
habitations  ;  they  are  such  as  we  might  expect  to  find  amongst  savage 
tribes^  and  not  such  as  ought  to  exist  as  the  habitations  of  members  of 
the  gpreat  British  family.  It  is  strange*  and  it  is  at  the  same  time  hu- 
miliatingy  that  so  near  us — for  it  is  idle  to  speak  of  the  Western  Islands, 
or  even  of  St.  Kilda,  as  remote— *>people  should  herd  together  in  such 
abominable  dens.  The  walls,  built  of  stone  without  lime,  are  from  three 
to  four  feet  thick,  and  about  four  feet  six  inches  high  ;  the  only  aperture 
is  the  narrow  doon  with  its  primitive  wooden  lock,  such  as  we  see  in 
Egypt;  but  the  Egyptian  fellah,  in  his  land  of  centuries  of  bondage,  is 
not  worse  lodged.  The  roof  is  of  thatch}  and  in  this  the  window,  which 
lights  the  interior  of  the  living  room,  is  pierced.  It  is  very  small,  and 
admits  but  little  light ;  there  is  no  aperture  for  the  escape  of  smoke, 
as  it  is  desirable  in  St.  Rilda  to  impregnate  the  straw  of  the  thatch  with 
the  peat  smoke*  the  internal  portion  thus  saturated  being  taken  off 
yearly  and  used  for  manure.  The  doorway  is  approached  by  the  usual 
filthy  puddle,  or  muddy  mixture,  which  the  Scotch  peasantry  seem  to 
love  so  well ;  and  on  entering,  the  eyes  require  a  little  time  to  become 
aeeustomed  to  the  imperfect  light,  which  they  hardly  do  before  they  are 
extinguished  by  the  smoke  rising  from  peats  burning  on  the  floor. 

We  have  a  vision  of  a  clean  deal  dresser,  with  various  specimens  of 
eardienware  fr^m  Staffordshire,  and  from  Mr,  Bell's  pottery  in  Glasgow 
—recognised  by  the  figures  designed  by  an  old  pupil  of  the  Glasgow 
School  of  Art ;  a  clumsy  chair  or  two  and  a  low  stool ;  in  a  dark  recess 
a  rickety  box  bed  ;  a  phantom  loom  in  another  corner --precious  heir- 
no,  2. — ^VOL.  X.  ^ 
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loomf,  peAapfl*  certainly  ywy  old ;  whiltt  the  raraget  of  the  teredo 
navaUs  in  some  fragments  of  wood  seemed  to  indicate  whence  this  oae- 
fal  material  was  partly  supplied. 

Ll  another  small  apartment^  separated  from  the  li?ing-room  hy  a  mde 
plank  partition,  the  dried  stomachs  of  hirds,  filled  with  oil  made  from 
their  fiit,  hung  suspended,  Kke  ungainly  Boulogne  sausages,  from  die 
rafters.  Birds  partly  denuded  of  their  feathers,  lay  on  the  floor,  or  weie 
stuffed  between  the  stones  of  the  wall.  Apparatus  for  biid-eatdungy 
and  Tarious  indescribable  articles,  were  piled  together.  It  was  not  pos- 
sible to  make  out  their  uses  or  even  appearances  in  the  darkness  %  and 
we  lefti  having  been  received  and  parted  with  by  the  gudeman  and 
gudewife  with  what  obviously  were  meant  for  kind  words^  ahhoagk  we 
could  not  understand  them.  We  comprehended  better  the  Idndly  amile 
in  the  faces  of  both  and  parted  excellent  friends. 

As  we  wished  to  regain  the  Sound  of  Harris  before  iwghtMl  if  pos- 
sible, our  stay  was  necessarily  short »  and  we  returned  on  boaid.  On 
our  way  to  the  boat  we  met  the  captain  and  some  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  steamship  Unicom*  anchored  in  the  bay.'  "With  them  were 
sturdy  masonst  provided  with  barrow  and  tools,  to  whom  is  entrusted 
the  building  of  a  landing-plaee.  It  has  been  said  that  the  benevolent 
owner  of  the  island  intends  spending  a  large  sum  for  the  welfrre  of  the 
interesting  little  community  which  looks  up  to  him  as  its  head. 
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BT  SNABLETOW. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Some  time  had  elapsed  since  I  had  entrusted  gruff  old  Joe  Marston 
with  my  views  relative  to  the  Duvemay,  and  the  means  for  canyingp 
them  out,  yet  strange  to  say  not  one  line  had  I  received  from  that 
respectable  old  mariner,  as  to  whether  that  magnificent  vessel  was  yet 
fated  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  drama,  which  somehow  or  other 
I  had  an  intcutive  perception  I  was  about  to  take  part  in.  In  the  mean- 
time I  had  not  been  idle,  I  read  up  in  maritime  matters,  got  iiifeo  a 
maze  of  '*  frittocks,"  and  "  hood  ends,"  and  *'  centres  of  gravity,— Chap- 
man's theory,— logarithms."— and  a  whole  course  of  navigation ;  until 
my  brain  became  so  confrised  that  I  had  some  difficult  in  separating 
my  identity  from  some  superannuated  old  merchant  skipper,  refreshing 

•  Continued  from  pa^t  437,  vol  iz. 
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Us  memoiy.  Then  I  thought  a  little  praotieal  study  would  do  me  some 
good,  BO  I  performed  the  part  of  a  gaping  tourist*  and  from  Pembroke 
to  Deptford  I  sorupulouBly  examined  Her  Majesty^s  Dockyards,  in  order 
to  qoalily  myself  still  further  for  quarter»deek  authority  as  I  thought. 

I  located  myself  for  a  time  in  the  vietnity  of  Birkenhead,  hired  a 
shrimper,  and  heoame  initiated  into  Ae  mysteries  of  ''running  and 
reaching,*^  **  tacking  And  gybing,"  and  all  that  sort  of  thing ;  at  least 
I  was  told  that  sueh  were  the  operations  performed,  but  as  I  wrapped 
myself  in  a  pea-jaoket^  paid  devoted  attenti<Hi  to  cigars  and  my 
thoughts^  I  am  afraid  I  profited  very  little  from  the  professional  nurtur- 
ing of  Ifir.  Bill  Cain  ;  although  he  repeatedly  assured  me  **  he  never 
seed  a  gemmen  in  all  'is  life,  as  picked  up  things  so  natVal !  ** 

But  the  time  was  approaching,  with  rapid  flight,  at  which  I  had  pra- 
iiused  to  be  back  at  Cowes.  What  my  thoughts  had  been  during  my 
absence  from  thence  I  need  hardly  say;  it  was  a  sort  of  confused  life 
I  was  leading,  grasping  at  a  shadow,  for  my  search  after  nautical 
knowledge  was  nothing  else.  I  could  not  settle  my  mind  steadily  to 
master  it,  for  every  moment  the  face  and  form  of  Mabel  Uarwood  would 
flash  before  me,  and  I  believe  it  was  the  wish  to  banish  this  wearying, 
craving,  longing  to  see  her  once  more,  quite  as  much  as  the  desire  df 
acquiring  information,  that  hurried  me  so  recklessly  from  place  to  place, 
but  the  10th  July,  would  soon  be  at  hand,  and  then  I  would  see  her, 
aye,  welcome  her  on  board  the  D  curse  the  ill-omened  I  Why  had 

I  not  reviained  with  the  old  mariner,  and  seen  what  he  was  doing.  I 
eonld  have  learned  as  much  in  superintending  her  as  I  had  in  wander- 
ing to  and  fio :  I  would  do  so  yet,  so  bidding  adieu  to  Master  Cain, 
and  ius  shrimper  I  prepared  for  action. 

On  the  morning  of  my  intended  departure  for  London,  the  wife  of 
that  worthy  made  her  appearance  in  a  state  of  mind  bordering  on  frantic 
distress ;  "  Would  my  honor  please  to  help  Bill — he'd  been  and  gone 
and  got  his*self  into  the  hands  of  the  beaks,  and  she  did  not  know 
whether  he'd  be  hanged  or  transported  1"  A  woman's  appeal  I  could 
never  withstand,  so  surmising  at  once  that  my  ci-devant  sailing  instruc- 
tor had  been  doing  a  bit  of  smuggling  on  his  account,  I  deferred  my 
departure,  and  hastened  to  succour,  if  possible,  the  unlucky  shrimper; 
hastening  therefore  to  the  authorities  I  was  informed  that  he  had  been 
taken  before  the  magistrate,  and  without  waiting  to  make  myself 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  his  offending,  I  rushed  away  to  secure 
legal  assistance,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two,  instead  of  being 
half  way  to  London,  I  found  myself  in  the  midst  of  the  miasma  and 
other  abominations  of  a  police  court.    Just  as  myself  and  my  impromptu 


76  HUNt'8  TAGffriNQ   MAGAZINE. 

adfocate  bad  established  ourselves  in  the  ball,  or  rather  den,  of  Khada- 
manthusi  a  sonorous  voice  proclaimed  the  name  of  William  Cain! 

''J  appear  for  the  prisoner  I "  quoth  my  dapper  little  advocate.  The 
myrmidons  of  the  law  exchanged  a  merry  smile  as  the  burly  form  of 
«  Mister  Cain  '*  was  thrust  into  the  dock;  unkempt  and  unwashed,  with 
bloated  features  and  swimming  eyes,  the  generally  smart  looking 
shrimper  presented  the  appearance  of  a  criminal  of  the  darkest  dye. 
My  curiosity  and  sympathy  were  aroused  for  the  poor  devil,  for  I  had 
found  him  always  ^dvil  and  attentive,  though  occasionally  addicted  to 
extreme  garrulity. 

''Cain!— CainI  ^'  exclaimed  the  magistrate,  with  that  peculiarity  of 
what  is  called, — ''  a  pleasant  man  to  be  tried  by,  ''Are  you  any  relation 
to  the  man  that  slew  Abel.^' 

''  No,  please  your  worship,^'  blurted  out  Bill,  "  I'm  the  man  that 
was  slew'd.** 

"  Five  shillings,  or  twenty-four  hours*  seclusion  from  the  world!,' 
was  the  stem  rejoinder,  for  your  petty  magnate  does  not  like  to  be  made 
a  subject  for  mob  merriment. 

Securing  Mr.  Cain's  permission  to  pursue  his  investigations  as  to  the 
habits  of  shrimps,  I  mentally  consigned  him  and  hb  drunken  propen- 
sities to  a  region  where  he  would  no  doubt  find  plenty  of  water  for  his 
potations,  and  resolved  to  inform  myself  more  fully  in  future  before  I 
yielded  to  the  tears  of  an  anxious  wife. 

In  due  time  I  found  myself  in  that  best  of  hostelries,  the  Tavistock  in 
Covent  Garden  ;  there  was  the  usual  obsequious  waiters,  the  mjrsterious 
old  gentleman  leaning  against  the  chimney  piece  reading  the  Times, 
and  muttering  his  incoherent  threats  against  Lords  and  Commons ;  and 
there  was  the  usual  appetizing  breakfost  for  which  the  Old  Tavistock  is 
femous  ;  but  in  vain  I  sought  that  which  I  lookM  for  more  anxiously 
than  food  for  the  body,  a  letter  from  old  Marston— letter  there  was  none: 
I  would  give  him  a  day  or  two  yet— and  still  what  made  me  more 
donbtful-*why  had  he  not  applied  to  me  for  money  ;  was  I  doubly  or 
trebly  a  victim,  had  the  specious  Joe  trapped  me  too,  was  he  but  another 
Parry  Hammond  after  all,  and  would  I  find  the  Duvemay  as  usual,  in 
the  mud,  upon  my  return  ?  I  could  not  bear  to  think  thus,  and  that 
all  my  castles  for  dazzling  the  fair  Mabel,  and  humbling  Mr.  Horatio 
Flowerdew — after  all  were  baseless  as  the  thin  air  in  which  they  had 
been  built :  yet  would  I  give  him  another  chance,  and  remain  where  I 
was  for  forty-eight  hours. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  my  temper  at  this  juncture  was  not  in  the 
most  amiable  mood,  I  should  think  not!  so  to  sooth  it  after  a  feshion  I 
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bestowed  myself  in  a  steamer  for  a  run  down  Old  Father  Thames.   When 

we  arrived  at  Gravesend,  the  place  looked  so  inviting,  the  stmshine  so 

bright,   and  the  coantry  so  blooming  that  I  landed  ;  not  a  mile  from 

Gravesend  there  is  a  dockyard  as  half  the  world  knows,  and  if  it  did 

not  before^  let  it  know  now  from  these,  the  veritable  confessions  of  Sam 

Fentoa:  as  if  chips  were  to  be  my  destiny— to  that  dockyard  I  b(MU  my 

steps,  it  was  the  hour  for  dinner  with  the  busy  artizans— 40  I  wandered 

abont  niimolested,  until  at  length  my  attention  was  arrested  by  tlie  taunt 

spars  and  trim  appearance  of  a  magnificent  schooner  yacht.     She  bore 

the  dgns  of  unlimited  outlay,  and  had  evidently  undergone  most  exten- 

dve  repairs ;  what  the  nature  of  them  were  my  ignorance  could  not 

divine,    but  she  appeared  to  me  perfection  ;  her  copper  was  burnished 

like  gold;  her  sides  shone  like  mirrors  of  jet ;  her  decks  would  have  put 

to  shame  a  spotless  snow  drift,  and  every  spar  or  rope  evinced  a  very 

foppery  of  the  seaman's  skill  :  how  my  heart  bounded  within  me  at  the 

sight  of  her,  and  sinful  though  it  was  I  envied  the  man  fortunate  enough 

to  be  her  owner :  an  exquisitely  sculptured  figure-head  of  a  female 

adorned  her  prow — painted  white  and  delicately  relieved  with  gilding  ; 

it  almost  seemed  like  a  living  breathing  thing,  as  poised  in  graceful 

attitude  it  pointed,  as  if  eagerly,  over  the  sea  ;  every  detail  seemed  to 

have  been  attended  to,  calculated  to  g^ve  an  ariel  beautiful  appearance 

to  this  fairy  looking-ship  ;  she  was  evidently  the  subject  of  a  master 

and  cunning  hand,  and  withal  this  firail  elegance — she  was  a  goodly 

craft  as  well— ^^one  that  could  battle  bravely  if  need  were  with  the  ocean 

iu  its  wrath.     A  gruff  old  ship  kee|»er  was  moving  up  and  down  her 

decks,  who  replied  to  my  enquiry  for  permission  to  ^o  on  board  b^  a 

grimly  spoken  "  S 'posed  I  might  1" 

If  I  had  been  charmed  with  her  exterior,  I  was  fairly  taken  aback 
when  I  went  below  to  her  cabin  ;  everything  that  art  oould  do  or  money 
procure,  that  was  rich,  chaste  and  uncommon,  was  lavished  upon  her 
internal  fittings;  costly  velvets,  exquisite  silks,  glittering  mirrors  and 
faultless  carpets  met  the  eye  in  every  direction  ;  the  carvings  in  rich 
walnut  wood  which  harmonized  wonderfully  with  the  dark  but  singularly 
ridi  faae  of  the  green  velvet,  were  very  wonders  of  the  craftsman's  art ; 
a  curiously  wrought  Malachite  chimney  piece,  surmounted  by  a  looking 
glass,  the  frame  of  which  represented  a  variety  of  marine  plants  grace- 
foil  j  intertwined,  formed  a  prominent  object  in  her  main  saloon;  but  if 
it  was  complete,  the  Ladies'  saloon  was  a  triumph  of  simple  elegance  ; 
a  boudoir  which  the  daintiest  beauty  of  Mayfair  might  have  envied  ; 
Ae  doors  were  panelled  with  mirrors,  framed  in  ivory,  or  satin  wood; 
it  was  fitted  throughout  with  chintz>  but  it  was  not  of  that  material  as 
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genorally  nndeniood;  there  was  a  peculiarity  about  its  texture  superior 
to  anything  I  had  ever  seen  before  ;  in  colour  it  was  white,  with  whait 
might  be  the  faintest  tinge  of  pink  hue  pervading  it ;  and  on  it  were 
stamped  with  the  rarest  skill  lovely  moss-rose  buds  that  looked  as  if  they 
breathed  the  rich  perfume  of  the  spring :  ivory  and  this  ohints  were  thm 
only  decorative  materials  made  use  of  in  this  chaste  little  calnn;  but  so 
skilfully  and  tastefully  arranged  that  the  eye  was  insensibly  arrested  by 
its  simple  beauty,— -it  was  the  fitting  dwelling  place  of  purity  and  inno^ 
cence.   Off  this  charming  saloon  there  was  another— the  sleeping  berths 
and  here  again  the  same  exquisite  taste  was  displayed;  more  mirrors^ 
more  ivory,  more  chintx,  with  rose-coloured  silk  hangings,  and  rich  laoft. 
I  was  enraptured  with  this  yacht,  she  was  all  that  my  most  ardent  loag^ 
ings  aspired  to,  she  was  perfection:  how  I  groaned  in  spirit, — all  this 
might  have  been  mine,— -had  I  not  fallen  in  with  that  infernal  Screws 
geum !     How  long  I  might  have  remained  wrapt  in  contemplation  I 
know  not,  as  usual  I  was  fancy  painting.   I  was  giving  pleasant  cruises, 
and/eles,  and  pic-nics,— I  loved  and  was  loved  in  return.     I  pictured 
the  enslaver  of  my  soul  the  mistress  of  that  little  bijou  of  m  saloon,  and 
myself  the  proud  owner  of  that  gallant  ship:  from  this  imaginary  hapr 
piness  I  was  rudely  cast  down,  the  surly  voice  grated  harshly  down 
through  the  companion— 

''P*raps,  I  was  the  gem'num  as  owned  the  vessel;  if  not,  p'rhaps  I 
would'nt  mind  rousin'  myself  ashore  again:— some  folk  never  know'4 
when  to  leave  off !  '*    • 

I  longed  to  cuff  that  old  scoundrel  off  the  decks  be  so  poUuted,  it 
would  have  eased  my  mind  and  mollified  my  temper  amasingly  to  have 
exercised  myself  on  his  miserable  carcase,— he  was  the  one  hideous 
thing  that  destroyed  the  romance  of  the  whole* 

The  remembrance  of  this  beautiful  vessel  haunted  me  from  the  mo^ 
ment  I  left  her;  the  more  so  that  I  could  not  discover  whom  she  b^ 
longed  to,— what  her  name  was,— -where  she  had  come  from,  or  where 
she  was  going  to;  so  my  fevered  imagination  set  to  work  in  the  inter- 
vals of  my  master  passion;  what  would  her  future  destination  be,  would 
her  possessor  be  fair  or  dark,  tall  or  short,  a  plebeian  or  an  aristocrat; 
would  he  be  a  fine  dashing  sea-loving  spirit,  a  quiet  jog-along  valetudi^ 
naiHan,  or  a  crafty  designing  libertine?  Would  that  fair  deck  be 
poepled,  those  sweet  cabins  be  thronged,  by  the  beautiful  and  innocent, 
the  brave  and  the  intellectual;  or  by  the  demi-monde  and  the  fewning, 
contemptible  creatures  of  fashion,  mis-nomered  men?  But,  enough— I 
was  within  a  few  days  of  my  engagement,  and  no  tidings  of  Marstou. 

The  9th  of  July  saw  me  at  Cowes,  and  in  the  most  wretched  state  of 
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mind;  after  oil  my  raunts,  there  I  was  much  the  same  as  when  I  first 

made  the  aequaintance  of  Mr.  Flowerdew.     It  seemed  as  if  ererything 

and  everybody  conspired  against  me:  talk  of  money  commanding  hap* 

pineflD     I  had  as  much  as  any  reasonable  man  oonld  d^iroi  and  yet 

there  I  was,  without  exception  I  may  say,  the  mdst  miserable  deril  in 

creation,— absolutely  contemptible  in  my  own  eyes.'   Of  course  I  knew 

I-mi{^  at  onoe  meet  these  people,  and  state  candidly  why  I  did  not 

make  my  appearance  with  a  grand  vessel,  and  a  fine  crew,  and  eyeiy- 

thin^  en  ntUei  but  would  I  not  suffer  in  their  estimation?  this  was  not 

Ae  brilliao^  by  no  means  of  which  I  meant  to  dazzle  all  competitors, 

I  would  merely  be  a  eommonplaoe  suitor,  and  I  knew  well  a  woman  in 

her  secret  heart,  no  matter  what  her  professions  to  the  contrary  may  be, 

dearly  loves  and  often  succumbs  to  a  bit  of  brave  finery,  an  outburst  of 

dadiing  display:  let  philosophers  and  philanthropists,  moralize  as  ihey 

please,  we  are  but  weak  mortab  at  best,  under  even  the  severest  systear 

of  propriety.    Do  it  I  must  however,  and  I  braced  myself  up  for  the 

taal^  I  would  get  over  the  interview,  and  the  bantering  somehow;  and 

then  I  could  but  try  again,  perhaps  my  next  essay  as  a  yachtsman 

might  prove  more  successful,  so  the  eventful  morning  that  was  to  have 

aeon  me  astonish  Cowes  arrived,  the  sun  shone  in  all  its  glory,  and 

Cowes  looked  as  Cowes  only  does  in  the  month  of  July. 

Gufltave  aroused  me  at  an  early  hour,  when  I  proceeded  to  array 
myself  with  the  most  scrupulous  care:  having  completed  my  toilette  I 
mustered  up  all  my  resolution  and  proceeded  to  the  coffee-room,  fiiUy 
expecting  diat  I  should  have  to  encounter  Flowerdew,  and  Mr.  Parry 
Hammond,  and  perhaps  Mr.  Screwgeum  I  thought  might  turn  up  on 
some  forgotten  item  of  our  transactions;  and  altogether  I  cpnjured  up 
al3  that  was  miserably  provoking  as  I  descended  the  stairs. 

I  was  rights  there  was  a  man's  legs  cased  in  pilot  cloth  trowsers  in 
the  hall,— that  infernal  Hammond!  I  descended  anodier  step  or  two 
lingeringly,  yes,  there  was  the  pea-jaeket;  another  step*-Hind  now  for 
the  lace!— by  the  Gods  it  was  old  Joe  Marston!  The  old  sailor  sainted 
me  respectfully,  but  I  sprang  to  him  with  a  cry  of  joy,  I  grasped  his 
homy  hand  as  a  drowning  man  might  catch  hb  last  chance  of  life. 
*  '*  Well  Marston,  is  all  right !«— what  have  you  done— -haye  you  the 
)!,  th-^— Duvemay— is  she  afloat^  or  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 

**  All  right  as  may  be  yer  honor!*'  wonderingly  replied  Marston,  as  if 
he  was  oompletely  taken  aback  at  any  doubt  being  entertained  upon  the 
subject 

**  Where    where?"  I  almost  roared. 
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Marston  motioned  towards  a  gproup  of  yachts  lying  at  anchor,  across 
the  stems  of  which  a  stately  vessel  was  gliding  on  her  course  towards 
the  shore,  a  handsome  gig  was  lying  by  the  granite  stairs^-a  stalwart 
handsome  looking  young  crew  manned  her  ;  into  this  boat  the  old  naan 
sprung  lightly,  and  offering  me  his  arm  as  support,  I  was  as  qcdckly 
seated  in  her  stern  'sheets  :  away  flew  the  light  boat  like  a  bird  upoa 
the  wing.  As  we  approached  the  splendid  yessel  I  had  noticed  under- 
way in  the  direction  Marston  pointed,  on  a  signal  from  him  she  was 
thrown  up  into  the  mud  ;  I  was  in  utter  amazement— this  vessel— this 
fairy  looking  thing  the  Davemay?  Another  moment  I  was  on  her 
deck,  a  numerous  crew  respectfully  doffed  their  oilskin  hats  to  me  ;  I 
walked  about  her  deck  like  a  man  drunk — I  could  not  realise  it,— -I 
went  below,— more  mysterious  still ;  all  my  own— every  wish  of  my 
ambition  gratified  ;  it  was  the  lovely  schooner  I  had  seen  in  the  dock- 
yard near  Gravesend. 


VOLUNTEER  NAVAL  RESERVE. 

A  Correspondent  of  our  ancient  friend  "BelT*  has  brought  this  subject  once 
more  before  the  Yachting  public,  and  as  his  letter  conveys  much  information 
we  give  an  extract  therefrom:—^  I  beg  to  inform  you  and  your  readers  that 
the  formation  of  an  auxiliary  Volunteer  Naval  Reserve  for  service  in  gunboats 
for  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  rivers,  composed  of  the  members  of  the 
Yacht  Clubs  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  their  crews,  was  suggested  some 
time  back  by  Captain  Robinson,  and  at  the  present  moment  I  believe  the 
Secretaries  of  the  principal  Clubs  in  the  kingdom  have  an  application  before 
them,  requesting  the  names  of  such  of  their  members  as  are  favourable  to 
the  movement  and  willing  to  enrol,  to  be  forwarded,  that  the  same  may  be 
submitted  to  the  proper  authorities,  with  whom  the  promoter  has  been  in 
correspondence.  I  intend  to  join  myself,  and  strongly  urge  all  yachtsmen 
to  do  the  same,  and  help  to  support  the  name  and  pride  of  a  British  Blue 
Jacket,  and  not  allow  their  Volunteer  brethren  ashore  to  give  them  the  go- 
by, by  being  as  useful  in  time  of  need  as  ornamental  in  peace.  A  few  days 
drill  in  the  course  of  the  year  is  all  that  ift  necessary  to  place  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Her  Majesty*s  Government  (vide  your  own  return  of  the  6th  iost.) 
a  powerful  and  effiqient  body  of  men  for  gun  boat  service  in  the  way  proposed. 
I  have  every  confidence  in  the  promoter  as  energetic,  and  **  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.** 
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YARNS  FOR  GREEN  HANDS;   A  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 

YACHTSMANSHIP.* 

W£  welcome  with  pleasure  a  book  which  professes  to  give  ns  an  insight  into 
the  mysteries  of  cutter  sailing ;  more  especially  as  the  work  t>efore  as  is 
very  evidently  the  production  of  one  who  is  master  of  his  subjeet. 

It  must  be  admitted  in  the  outset,  that  no  book  whatever  can  supply  that 
prompt  and  ready  tact,  that  rapid  perception  of  what  is  to  be  done,  and  how 
to  do  it,  which  are  the  result  of  long  and  varied  experience  $  but  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  plain  and  practical  directions  on  cutter  seamanship  win  b» 
of  great  service  to  a  man  who  wishes  to  become  a  skilful  yachtsman. 

There  are  numberless  matters  familiar  to  the  initiated,  the  result  of  the  ex- 
perience of  all  time,  which  are  handed  down  from  one  seafaring  man  to 
another  in  wise  terse  and  vigorous  phrases,  but  which  a  gentleman  has  few' 
chances  of  learning,  otherwise  than  by  the  painful  process  of  disaster  and 
failure. 

Many  of  these  may  be  embodied  in  a  practical  treatise  on  seamanship, 
such  as  those  which  are  put  into  the  hands  of  young  officers  preparing  for 
examination. 

An  admirable  work  of  the  kind  is  that  by  Lieut.  Alston,  whose  pre&ee  is 
a  treatise  quite  after  our  own  heart,  and  well  worthy  the  perusal-^not  only 
of  young  gentlemen,  but  of  old  admirals,  and  of  my  lords  at  Whitehali. 

Such  a  book  on  cutter-sailing,  has  however,  never  fallen  into  our  hands  : 
essays  of  the  kind  have,  frofn  time  to  time  appeared  in  magazines,  but  they 
are  fbr  the  m^st  part  extriemely  superficial,  overlaid  with  slang  sayings  and 
choice  bifs  of  jargon  from  the  fbrecastle,  and  haye  in  fkct  no  claim  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  production  of  a  writer  who  understands  his  subject,  and  sets 
himself  to  work  in  a  sensible  and  methodical  manner,  to  impart  his  own 
knowledge  to  his  readers. 

That  the  writer  of  the  little  volume  before  us  is  qualified  lor  the  task  he 
haB  undertaken,  we  shall  not  for  a  moment  dispute,  and  if  we  have  some  few 
comments  to  make  upon  bis  book,  they  may  be  considered  to  apply  quite 
as  much  to  the  form  he  has  adopted,  as  to  the  capacity  or  industry  of  the 
writer. 

Reprints  of  newspaper  articles,  or  of  any  matter  prepared  for  ephemeral 
circnlatioD,  are  not  generally  satisfactory.  There  is  a  want  of  completeness 
about  them:  the  necessary  care,  revision,  and  emendation  are  sacrificed  to 
the  emergencies  of  time ;  and  many  important  branches  of  the  subject  will 
be  found  to  have  been  omitted,  or  too  hastily  dismissed ;  moreover,  little 
defccu  of  style,  arising  from  the  wish  to  produce  a  smart  and  lively  article 
are  nanally  to  be  obsi^rved, 

*  By  Vanaerdeeken.— London,  FuMished  by  Hunt  &  Co.,  Frico  7«.  6d 

MO.  2..— VOIi  Z.  K 


82  HUMT*S  TACHTIKQ  MAGAZINX. 

To  begin  with  the  latter  objection,-»Eveiy  one  who  takes  any  interest  in 
the  literature  of  the  sea,  should  set  his  ftce  against  that  detestable  trick 
of  writing  slang  articles    about  yschting:  and  yon,  Mr.    Editor,  shonld 
relentlessly  draw  your  pen  through  every  passage  or  phrase  which  is  tinged 
with  vulgarity  or  bad  taste.    Yanderdecken,  we  observe,  with  pleasure,  is 
for  the  most  part  pretty  free  from  this  very  disagreeable  fiiult ;  but  we  can- 
not approve  of  the  title  which  he  has  chosen.    "  Yarm  for  Oreeu  HandsT 
What  u  a  Green  Hand  P  and  why  should  a  Green  Hand  want  Yams  ?  A 
Tarn  is  the  nautical  phrase  for  a  tale  or  anecdote,  so  called  from  the  habit 
ol  seamen  to  enliven  the  monotony  of  spinning  oakum  by  telling  stories ; 
bnt  the  worst  thing  that  could  be  said  of  a  book  on  seamanship,  would  be 
that  it  consisted  of  mere  yams  or  anecdotes,  and  certainly  Vanderdecken'a 
work  is  not  liable  to  such  a  charge.    Why  not  call  his  book  ''  The  Cutter/* 
<*  The  Cutter  Sailor,"  or  *'  The  Fore-and-After  **?    No  one  likes  to  be  called 
or  to  call  himself  a  *'  Green  Hand,"*  and  for  our  part  we  should  not  at  all 
ftncy  going  to  a  bookseller,  and  saying*  *'  Mr.  Brown,  have  you '  Yams  for 
Green  Hands,' "  the  chances  are  that  Mr.  Brown  would  rob  his  own  hands 
with  bis  usual  civility,  and  say  ^  Don't  keep  it  sir.*'  **  No  sir.'^^Better  try  at 
the  chemist's  over  the  way.*' 

In  the  13th  page,  Yanderdecken  has  given  us  some  very  sensible  hints  on 
the  disadvantages  of  a  clincher  built  vessel, "  added  to  which"  he  continues — 
**  in  passing  through  the  water,  she  creates  such  a  row!  Oh  Moiei  T  Bad  taste 
Yanderdecken,'  scratch  it  out  and  don't  do  it  again  I 

Again,  page  40  will  be  found  "  Get  through  1  Ay,  Sir,  that's  the  talk»" 
and  in  page  41,  but,  "Bless  your  eyes,  with  straps  and  toggles,  there  is 
little  or  no  bother." 

Our  acquaintances  among  yachtsmen  are  not  in  the  habit  of  saying  '*  That's 
the  talk,''  and  '*  Bless  your  eyes,"  nor  do  I  at  all  believe  that  Yanderdecken 
himself  uses  such  phrases  in  conversing  with  his  friends.  Why  then  put  them 
in  his  book  P  to  please  a  certain  class  of  readers.  The  pleasure  must  be 
small,  Yanderdecken,  and  let  us  hope  that  the  class  of  readers  may  be 
small  too. 

As  a  counterpoise  to  these  remarks,  let  us  give  our^Kaders  a  page  from 
Yanderdecken,  in  which  he  enters  a  protest  against  the  doings  of  a  certain 
class  of  yachtsmen,  who  are  a  nuisance  to  their  neighbours,  and  a  disgrace 
to  their  colours. 

"We  will  imagine  that  your  first  month's  novelty  is  over,  and  that  yon 
have  given  every  fidr  creature  you  know  a  day's  sailing,  and  that  no  end  of 
jolly  fellows  vote  you  a  jolly  fellow,  and  that  you  begin  to  think  yachting  is 
a  very  jolly  thing,  and  you  have  such  jolly  evening  smokes,  and  no  end  of 
grog,  and  so-and-so  was  three  sheets  in  the  wind,  and  nobody  knovrs  who  ~ 
went  on  shore,  or  who  remained  on  board.  Then  such  jolly  fellows  wake  yoa 
up  in  the  morning  to  have  such  a  jolly  breakfast,  and  such  a  jolly  sail  after- 
wards, and  a  jolly  evening  to  wind  up  all.  Mr.  Tyro,  remember  this  is  get- 
ting jolly  under  the  worst  of  circumstances.  You  are  spending  your  money 
thanklessly,  and  most  uselessly  ;  you  are  ruining  your  health  and  destroying 
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your  reputation ;  therefore  toe  the  line  at  once  like  a  man— one  month's  blow 
oat,  then  give  the  land-sharks  a  wide  berth,  and  set  yourself  down  to  become 
mn  out*and-ont  yachtsman  $  have  your  quiet  circle  of  friends,  and  don*t  make 
m  ^n  palace  or  an  Astor  house  of  your  wee  barkie,  neither  of  which  contin- 
gencies are  at  all  probable,  but  relatively  speaking  tiie  evil  would  become 
of  as  great  a  magnitude.** 

Yaoderdecken*s  remarks  about  the  purchase  and  examination  of  a  yacht, 
•re  80  fiir  as  they  go  very  much  to  the  purpose,  but  he  has  strangely  omitted 
to  g^ve  us  a  few  hints  about  ballast,  a  most  important  consideration. 

ITachts  ballast  consists  of  lead,  limber  iron,  pig  iron,  boiler  punchings,  and 
finally  bar  and  scrap  iron :  and  when  it  is  borne  in  mind,  that  the  prices  of 
these  several  qualities  are,  lead  20/.  or  thereabouts  per  ton,  limber  iron,  9/ , 
pig,  4L  10«.,  boiler  punchings,  4/.,  scrap  and  bar,  up  to  2i.  lOt.,  it  will  appear 
very  plainly  that  the  value  of  a  vessel  in  the  market  will  depend  very  much 
upon  the  quantity  and  quality  of  ballast  which  she  contains. 

In  ascertaining  these  facts  nothing  must  be  taken  on  word.  Owners  have 
▼eiy  often  been  grossly  cheated  themselves,  and  have  never  inquired  into  the 
internal  stowage  of  the  vessel,  and  on  the  whole,  stem  experience  compels 
us  to  say,  that  any  evidence  short  of  a  written  guarantee  or  ocular  demon- 
stration is  quite  unworthy  of  confidence. 

The  stowage  of  ballast  is  also  a  great  mystery  well  deserving  some  remarks 
from  yaDderdecken*8  pen.  So  sensitive  are  modern  yachts  to  the  slightest 
dis- arrangement  of  their  weights,  that  this  very  summer,  on  the  Thames, 
a  very  clever  little  craft  was  perfectly  disabled,  by  the  simple  circumstance 
that  the  crew,  in  preparing  for  the  race,  had  taken  it  into  their  sapient  heads 
that  she  was  by  the  head,  and  to  remedy  this,  had  stowed  the  bower  anchor 
and  chun  in  the  run.  The*  consequence  was  that  during  a  great  part  of  the 
windward  sailing,  the  yacht  was  absolutely  good  for  nothing ;  any  little  boat 
sailing  about  was  as  good  as  she,  until  at  last  they  tried  the  effect  of  sending 
two  hands  forward  to  sit  on  the  heel  of  the  bowsprit.  No  sooner  was  this 
done^  than  she  started  away  like  a  greyhound  firom  the  slips,  and  passing  all 
her  competitors  but  one,  in  dpite  of  a  grevious  misadventure  on  the  mud, 
gained  the  second  prize. 

The  careless  perversity  of  seamen  on  ballast  questions  is  extraordinary, 
and  it  is  a  subject  which  as  much  as  any  other,  demands  the  attention  of  the 
owner  himself. 

A  new  plan  has  lately  come  into  fashion  .of  filling  np  both  ends  of  a  vessel 
some  two  or  three  feet  deep,  with  cement  mixed  with  pebbles i  or  scrap  iron, 
the  body  of  the  vessel  is  stowed  with  lead  or  limber  iron,  and  the  whole 
filled  in  with  cement.  By  this  expedient,  instead  of  accumulating  dirt, 
cinders,  and  shavings  in  these  comers,  where  rot  and  bad  odours  are  en- 
gendered, you  have  a  clean  platform  of  cement  fore  and  aft»  which  can  be 
swept  with  ease  and  on  which  the  remainder  of  the  ballast  may  be  stowed 
very  readily. 

So  solid  is  the  cement,  that  some  time  ago  an  Itchen  boat  grounded  on  an 
anchoTi  and  ripped  up  her  garboard  streak:  as  the  tide  rose,  the  fisherman 
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expected  his  boat  to  fill,  but  to  his  surprise  she  floated,  and  he  sailed  her 
home :  on  examioatioD,  it  proved  that  a  greatT)it  of  plank  was  gone,  and  the 
boat  had  been  sailing  on  the  cement. 

The  objection  to  the  plan  is  the  weight  in  the  ends  of  the  vessel,  which 
should  be  kept  as  light  as  possible,  for  this  reason,  I  should  not  use  boiler 
punchings  or  scrap  iron  mixed  with  the  cement,  but  small  stones. 

As  regards  the  sailing  bottom  we  find  that  Vanderdecken  assumes  copper 
as  a  matter  of  course,  and  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  gentlemanlike,  or 
more  convenient  for  the  cruiser,  and  for  the  Baltic  or  Mediterranean  cruising 
it  is  indispensable. 

But  few  vessels,  so  small  as  Vanderdecken  recommends  to  a  beginner,  are 
coppered,  it  is  very  expensive  ;  above  the  water-ltne  it  is  most  troublesome 
to  keep  clean,  and  as  a  sailing  bottom  it  is  very  inferior  to  coal  tar  and  tur- 
pentine, with  a  surface  of  black  lead,  or  still  better,  mineral  pitch  and  naptha, 
which  is  as  black,  as  smooth,  and  at  least  as  hard  as  jet,  itself. 

For  cruising  purposes,  nothing  can  be  better  than  a  chemical  solution  of 
copper,  for  which  Hatcher,  of  Southampton,  is  agent.  If  two  or  three  coats 
are  well  laid  on  in  the  spring,  the  yacht*s  bottom  requires  no  further  atteution 
during  the  summer.  For  racing,  it  is  scarcely  smooth  enough,  though  very 
little  if  at  all  inferior  to  copper. 

Your  space  Mr.  Editor,  will  not  allow  us  to  go  further  into  detail  in  review- 
ing this  part  of  yanderdecken*8  work,  which  is  on  the  whole  very  carefully 
and  skilfully  done,  and  we  will  close  this  portion  of  the  discussion^by  en- 
treating every  one  who  is  making  a  first  purchase,  to  avoid  first,  a  cheap 
yacht;  and  secondly,  a  fine  bold  comfortable  sea  boat,  **  not  one  of  these  fly- 
by-night  racers  sir,  but  a  nice  comfortable  boat  sir,  sueh  as  will  give  yon  and 
your  good  lady  satisfaction.' ' 

The  cheap  yacht  is  generally  a  very  hard  bargain,  badly  found,  badly  buOt, 
and  rotten.  A  yacht,  if  she  deserves  the  name  of  a  yacht,  is  always  worth 
a  certain  price,  as  a  pilot  or  a  fishing  boat,  and  if  she  is  fast  and  handy  she 
can  only  get  into  the  market  *'  dog  cheap"  from  some  known  fiiult,  such 
as  weakness  or  unsoundness  ;  or  if  on  the  other  hand,  she  attains  her  speed 
by  sacrificing  all  the  qualities  of  a  vessel,  beware  of  her,  she  will  play  you  a 
nasty  trick  some  day  ;  and  besides  that,  a  clever  little  Itchen  built  clipper, 
handy  as  a  toy,  and  buoyant  as  a  bottle,  will  always  beat  her  in  racing,  and 
will  prove  a  trusty  little  sea  boat  too. 

The  comfortable  old  burly  bowed  cruiser  on  the  other  hand,  will  turn  out 
a  most  uncomfortable  pile  driver,  she  will  wear  out  your  patience  from  her 
slowness,  compelling  you  to  lie  at  anchor  in  a  tideway,  while  Fred  Flyaway, 
in  his  clever  little  clipper  is  making  short  tacks  on  the  north  shore,  and  will 
be  at  his  moorings  by  sunset ;  she  will  drench  you  with  spray  in  a  seaway, 
and  make  all  hands  sea  sick  by  her  intolerable  pitching;  she  will  disgust  yon 
with  her  ugliness  when  you  bring  up  at  Cowes,  looking  like  a  cormorant  in  a 
flock  of  widgeon,  and  finally,  when  you  are  quite  sick  of  her  you  can  scarcely 
give  her  away. 
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If  jon  wish  for  a  yacht,  get  one  with  all  modern  improTements,  avoid  a 
▼ery  narrow  vessel,  or  a  very  wide  one,  above  all,  avoid  an  American  imita- 
tion. 

The  Teal  American  yackts  are  beantifiil  and  excellent,  even  those  which  (fail 
in  apeed)  for  want  of  length,  are  perfect  studies  for  the  naval  architect ;  bat 
our  imifatio&B  are  the  most  miserable  fiulures,  wet,  dangerous,  and  unhandy. 

NathiDg  is  more  striking  in  the  Old  America,  than  the  perfect  symmetry 
and  proportion  of  her  parts  ;  her  bow  is  long  and  fine,  and  her  run  is  beauti- 
Mly  elean,  her  quarters  well  up,  and  her  power  where  it  ought  to  be,  just  abaft 
the  middle ;  but  our  Americsnized  craft  have  fine  hollow  bows,  and  full 
beavy  qoarters,  a  very  objectionable  form.  They  dive  fearfully  in  a  sea-way, 
tiiey  are  not  particularly  fast,  and  in  heavy  weathor  they  steer  and  stay  very 
badly.  Let  every  purchaser  give  these  mis«!able  vessels  a  wide  berth,— fine 
bow,  fine  quarters,  moderate  width,  rather  hollow  section,  the  water-line 
rather  hollow  in  the  bow,  and  curving  not  too  suddenly  in  the  run,  a  moderate 
take  of  stern-post,  sides  as  round  as  an  apple,  deck  not  too  near  the  water ; 
these  are  some  of  the  superficial  qualities  which  every  satisfactory  vessel 
moat  possess,  and  a  craft  which  fiuls  in  any  of  them,  if  she  be  as  cheap  as 
aotomn  leaves,  or  as  bold  a  sea  boat  as  ever  pitched  her  big  bows  into  a 
crested  sea,  is  not  worth  a  yachtsman's  notice. 

We  shall  return  again  to  Vanderdecken*s  book,  and  in  the  meanwhile  we 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  very  heartily  to  our  readers. 

With  regard  to  the  soundness  of  a  vessel,  Vanderdecken  gives  some  useful 
advice  winch  we  transcribe  for  our  reader*s  benefit. 

**  Yon  now  get  on  board,  and  have  some  portion  of  the  ballast  below  re- 
moved so  as  to  get  at  her  flooring^.timber  ;  examine  her  forward,  amidships, 
and  aft ;  have  a  strong-bladed  knife  with  you,  with  which  to  test  the  flooring 
timbera  in  various  places  for  dry  or  wet  rot;  hare  a  good  overhaul  of  the 
breastbook  forward — large  vessels  have  more  than  one ;  the  breastbook  is  the 
**  knee"  of  wood  or  iron  which  binds  the  stringers,  planking,  and  stem  piece. 
If  you  can  get  at  the  top  timbers  through  which  the  bottom  bolts  of  the 
chain  plates  are  drivoi,  examine  them  well,  that  they  are  neither  split  nor 
dry  rotten ;  also  all  the  top  timbers  along  each  side.  Ton  will  observe  inside 
just  beneath  the  deck,  strong  beams  bolted  along  the  top  timbers  fore  and 
aft  the  vessel  on  both  sides ;  these  are  called  the  stringers,  and  bear  the  same 
relation  to  the  top  fhime  of  the  vessel  that  the  keel  and  keelson  do  to  the 
flooring  ftame.  These  stringers  should  be  strictly  examined  ;  they  are  very 
liable  to  become  decayed,  as  if  the  water  ways  on  deck  are  not  kept  properiy 
caulked,  and  payed,  wet  gets  down  upon  the  stringers,  and  rots  them  accor- 
dingly ;  examine  the  deck  beams,  the  mast  beams  particulariy ;  any  working 
or  straining  that  makes  itself  apparent  in  these,  or  in  the  bulk- heads,  betrays, 
as  the  doctors  say,  a  hard  spent  life  and  a  weakly  constitution,  Whilst  you 
are  examining  below  do  not  overlook  the  mast,  see  that  it  is  stepped  in  a 
properly  secured  step  on  the  keelson,  or  in  the  metal  keelson  itself,  and  that 
the  spar  is  not  tongued  below  the  deck,  of  which  the  presence  of  iron  bands 
upon  it  will  apprise  you. " 
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When  however  we  come  to  Btanding  ri^ng,  we  are  saiprised  that  Vander- 
decken  does  not  give  us  a  plumper  for  wire.  In  the  South  of  England,  it  is 
universally  adopted  for  small  vesselsc  fishermen,  pilots,  Itchen  ferry  men.  all 
have  adopted  it,  and  we  hear  it  universally  spoken  of  with  praise.  It  is 
lighter  than  rope,  stronger,  holds  less  wind,  and  is  certainly  not  more  expen- 
sive. It  should  not  be  set  up  very  taut,  and  must  be  carefully  looked  to 
from  time  to  time  wherever  it  is  liable  to  the  action  of  salt  water,  especially 
if  served  over.  The  galvanizing  process  does  very  fairly  where  iron  is  kept 
dry,  but  you  will  find  your  bowsprit  rigging  andjour  bobstay  will  soon  become 
red  with  rust,  and  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  copper  it  is  of  no  use  at  all. 

However,  no  man  who  has  sailed  in  a  long-bowed  clipper,  will  ever  go  to 
eea  in  an  old  burly-bow  if  be  can  help  it,  and  no  man  who  has  used  wire 
rigging  will  ever  again  be  content  with  hemp. 

Vanderdecken  gives  us  very  exact  directions  as  to  bending  new  sails,  and 
with  most  of  his  remarks  we  entirely  concur.  Never  trust  your  skipper  in 
these  matters,  while  you  are  looking  at  him  he  is  careful  and  clever,  and 
knows  more  than  you ;  but  when  your  back  is  turned,  the  same  active  fellow 
becomes  too  often  careless,  slovenly,  and  stupid  ;  very  naturally  he  thinks  if 
you  don*t  think  it  worth  troubling  yourself  to  see  that  your  yacht  is  as  she 
should  be,  why  should  he  P 

Bnt  Vanderdecken  says  *<  when  unfortunately  caught  in  a  fresh  breeze, 
with  a  new  mainsail,  do  not  attempt  to  reef  it,  unless  it  becomes  a  matter  of 
life  and  death  ;  trice  up  the  maintack,  lower  the  peak,  or  settle  down  the 
main,  p.nd  keep  the  peak  standing — do  anything  bnt  reef.*'  If  anything  can 
spoil  a  new  sail  effectually,  it  will  be  tricing  up  the  tack  ;  nothing  [is  more 
common  than  to  see  yachts  with  new  canvas  cruising  about  with  their  tacks  up 
under  the  idea  that  they  thereby  avoid  undue  straining  the  sail,  and  nothing 
can  be  more  lubberly.  Keep  an  even  strain  on  all  four  comers,  and  carry  on 
as  long  as  you  can  ;  when  this  will  do  no  longer,  down  mainsail,  and  up  with 
the  trysail,  or  a  jib,  or  if  you  are  on  a  lee  shore  reef  you  must,  but  no  tricing 
up  tacks  or  scandalising  if  you  love  a  flat  sail  and  a  weather  gnage. 

Vanderdecken's  remarks  about  safety  gear  are  excellent,  and  as  he  justly 
says 

*'A11  these  little  minutis  I  would  strongly  reconunend  yon  to  make 
yourself  perfect  master  of  at  the  outset,  and  then  in  the  moment  of  danger, 
instead  of  (as  I  have  more  than  once  been  witness  to  amongst  those  who 
should  have  known  better,)  all  hands  being  in  a  sute  of  mortal  confusion,  it 
is  wonderful  how  cool  and  collected  you  will  feel.  Ton  will  take  it  as  naturally 
as  any  part  of  your  duty,  and  above  all  you  will  be  possessed  of  a  self-con- 
fidence based  upon  the  knowledge  that  you  command  ample  resouioes  to 
oombat  every  ordinary  peril.** 

When  we  come  to  shortening  sail  in  a  breeze,  and  .a  dirty  night  with  a 
heavy  sea  on,  Vanderdecken  becomes  very  animated,  and  thus  he  winds  up 
bis  third  yam. 

'*  Now  turn  to  and  close  reef  the  mainsail,  set  it  again,  haul  the  jib-sheet 
to  windward,  and  close  reef  the  foresail,  set  it,  trim  aft  the  headsheeU;  bat- 
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ten  down  the  fbrehatch  and  skylight,  get  the  diogy  on  deck  if  neceeeary, 
hotton  yoor  coats  aod  harden  your  hearts;  take  a  glass  of  grog  to  keep  out 
the  cold,  and  light  a  cigar  to  warm  the  wet  $  you  are  now  in  for  a  dusting, 
hat  hammer  her  at  it,  don*t  spare  her  an  inch,  sh^  is  as  snag  as  can  he,  and 
depend  upon  it  if  she  is  what  she  oaght  to  he,  or  worth  having,  she  will  go 
throngb  it  like  a  dack »  and  your  heart  will  heat  with  delight  and  excitement 
at  yoa  bound  along  from  wave  to  wave,  the  little  harkie  almost  asking  you, 
'  AinH  I  doing  my  work  well  ?*  " 

It  is  however,  in  racing,  that  our  author  really  is  in  his  element,  and  his 
nmarka  are  generally  very  practical  and  good,  hut  we  are  at  a  loss  to  un- 
derstand how  a  vessel  which  has  heen  running  before  the  wind  for  the  flag 
boat,  can  be  thrown  to  leeward  by  so  doing,  when  a  sudden  shift  of  wind 
comee  dead  an  end  to  her  course,  or  how  her  opponents  by  hauling  their 
wind  before  the  change,  can  have  weathered  upon  her.  Of  course  if  the  new 
wind  blows  straight  from  the  object  which  you  have  to  reach,  the  straighter 
yon  have  held  your  course  for  that  object,  the  more  to  windward  you  will  be 
when  the  change  comes,  and  your  weatherwise  opponents  who  have  been 
poking  about  looking  for  a  shift  of  wind  must  find  themselves  all  to  leeward 
for  their  pains. 

But  we  have  done  with  disparaging  remarks  : — ^l*he  defects  which  we 
hsve  pointed  out  originate  as  we  have  said,  chiefly  from  the  ephemeral  form 
in  which  the  papers  first  appeared,  and  we  only  regret  that  Yanderdecken 
did  not,  before  reprinting,  greatly  enlarge  and  re-arrange  his  work. 

Namerous  omissions,  which  we  have  not  noticed,  for  instance— getting 
nnderway  and  coming  to  in  a  weather  tide ;  keeping  a  clear  hawser  in  a 
tideway ;  mooring  in  a  crowded  harbour,  or  open  roadstead,  would  then  cer- 
udnly  not  have  escaped  the  attention  of  Yanderdecken,  who  must  be  aware 
how  necessary  a  knowledge  of  such  matters  is,  and  how  little  amateur 
sailors  know  about  them. 

The  book  on  the  whole,  is  well  worthy  a  yachtsman's  reading.  All  that 
is  said  about  the  discipline  and  managemement  of  men  is  very  sensible  and 
good,  espedaUy  the  concluding  remarks  which  we  transcribe. 

^  No  cursing  or  swearing,  no  noise — and  very  soon  you  will  see  what  an 
admirably  ordered  crew  you  will  have.  One  point  you  must  reserve  to  your- 
self, and  that  is,  whatever  order  you  give  to  your  sailing-master,  that  it  is 
inatantly,  or  as  circumstances  require  carried  out.  I  presume  you  will  give 
none  that  will  involve  the  safety  of  your  own  life,  or  that  of  the  crew,  so  the 
moment  there  is  any  hentation  in  that  quarter  the  sooner  he  provides  himself 
with  a  new  master,  and  you  with  a  more  amenable  (?  obedient)  oflScer,  the 
better  for  all  parties.  The  advantage  of  such  a  system  will  be  felt  at  the 
\ery  outset." 

The  hints  too  about  teaching  your  sailors  to  row  decently  instead  of  rolling 
about  in  the  usual  lubberly  fashion,  are  very  good  and  well  given,  and  above 
all,  we  like  the  spirit  of  Yanderdecken *s  advice  to  owners  at  once  to  try  to 
understand  the  noble  mysteries  of  the  sea,  and  not  to  be  mere  helpless 
noodles  depe«ident  upon  their  men. 
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Rducation  and  inteUigence  are  great  advantages  which  gentkmeo  oug^t  to 
poaseaa  over  the  rough  aons  o^  the  ocean,  and  although  there  are  »oib« 
details  in  which  yon  never  can  hope  to  rival  your  men,  still  there  are  more 
important  departments  of  Nautical  skill  in  which  you  will  soon  find  ycvurs^r 
greatly  their  superior  ;  and  after  a  few  years*  ezperienc,  they  will  find  it  «at 
too»  and  will  obey  yon  as  readily  and  confidently  as  you  will  command  them. 
They  have  little  reliance  on  their  own  judgment,  because  their  condusioBs 
are  based  upon  reasons  which  they  themselves  are  unable  to  analyse.  Thas 
in  a  race*  if  one  makes  siul,  they  all  do  so,  if  one  reefs,  the  others  follow  his 
example.  Prompt  decision  in  common  emecgencies  they  have  undoabtedlyj 
but  wherever  judgment  and  reflection  are  reqnired  they  are  at  a  loss. 

Here  are  some  good  remarks  by  YanderdedLen. 

**  There  is  one  thing  you  may  rest  assured  of:  from  early  and  constant 
training,  your  skipper,  iif  he  is  any  good  at  all^  will  have  the  pull  on  you  in 
handling  a  vessel,  and  not  even  ^hen  much  if  you  lay  yonr  mind  down  to  it 
and  are  made  of  the  proper  stuff;  but  if  you  are  possessed  of  a  modkum  €»f 
brains  you  can  walk  round  him  in  navigation.  And  if  you  will  accept  a 
hint,  never  pretend  you  know  anything—  leave  others  to  find  out  that ;  learn 
at  all  times  and  from  any  one  that  you  can — when  you  least  expect  it  some* 
thing  that  your  wisdom  never  dreamed  of  will  turn  up,  and  never  be  aahamcd 
or  afraid  of  being  laughed  at  for  asking  a  simple  qaestion/' 

And  here  is  a  good  anecdote,  with  which  we  beg  leave  to  conclude  our 
notice  of  tliis  clever  little  book. 

**  I  remember  a  capital  joke  of  a  very  ancient  yachtsman,  who  had  a  very 
ancient  yacht  that  had  seen  him  through  the  prime  of  his  days.  He  wanted 
to  dispose  of  her,  but  he  had  an  ancient  skipper  to  whom  the  berth  was  eaqr 
and  the  burden  light.  A  month  in  the  season  probably  aaw  her  under  way, 
and  the  remaining  eleven  months  were  spent  peaceably  in  dock,  where  tha 
old  tar  smoked  his  pipe  and  spun  long  yarns,  made  toy  boats,  wherewith  he 
considerably  increased  his  income  amongst  the  juvenile  yaditsmen  of  thoee 
parts,  and  calculated  that  he  had  secured  a  very  peaceful  refuge  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.    The  intelligence  that  the  E was  for  sale  took  him 

all  aback,  but  he  was  not  to  be  done.  Whenever  any  person  came  to  look 
at  her,  he  satisfied  them  in  a  plain  sort  of  way,  but  when  the  knowing  wigbl 
of  a  wonld-be-purchasOT  pressed  the  old  skipper  privately  as  to  any  fault 
beneath  the  surface,  he  would  turn  his  quid,  shake  his  head  mysterionaly, 
and  hint  that  the  plague  of  his  life  was  a  rat  that  had  got  into  the  maatl 
then  leading  his  visitor  forward  he  would  set  him  to  Hsten,  whilst  his  grandson 
below,  with  all  the  aptitude  of  a  well  educated  sea  imp,  by  the  aid  of  hie 
nails,  and  a  little  ventriloquial  squeaking,  would  improvise  a  first-rate  rat,  in 
the  act  of  devouring  the  vitals  of  a  noble  spar.  Rats  on  board  at  all  was  m 
serioos  drawback ;  but  to  go  to  sea  with  rats  in  the  mast  was  more  than 
philosophy  ever  dreamed  oi;  so  that  old  — i—  and  his  rat  flourished  and  grew 
fat  for  many  a  long  day.** 
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LIFE-BOAT  aSBVICBa. 

A  BBAUTiniL  illustration  of  oiii^  of  the  life-boats  of  the  ffidioTud  Life-hdai 
ImtittUiGn  proceeding  off  to  a  wreck,  from  an  exqtiisite  picture  painted  t>y 
Mr.  Samuel  Walters,  a  talented  marine  artist,  of  &otIe,  near  Li?erpool, 
accompanies  this  number,  by  the  kind  permisAon  of  the  Committee.  &e  was 
induced  to  paint  it  from  a  generous  motive,  fo  help  forward  the  philanthropic 
objectii  of  the  Institution,  by  bringing  before  the  putflic,  by  A  peculiar  process 
of  photography,  a  correct  and  picturesque  vie^  of  th^  taluable  services  of 
one  of  its  boats.  The  vessel  is  supposed  to  have  struck  on  the  outer  ridge 
of  rocks  called  the  File^  Bridge,  on  the  Yorkshire  coast.  Her  crew  having 
cut  away  her  masts,  she  has  beat  over,  and  is  now  drifting  into  Scarborough 
Bay,  with  signals  of  distress  flying.  The  raging  sea,  the  wild  and  angry  sky, 
the  rocky  coast,  with  the  furious  wind  driving  the  helpless  bark  full  upon  it, 
are  depicted  with  a  vigour  and  a  truthfulness  of  delineatiod,  which  serves  to 
impress  the  fearful  realities  of  such  a  scene  vividly  upon  tlie  mind  ;  whfle  the 
sight  of  the  life-boat,  manned  by  her  gallant  crew,  proceeding  steadily  in  tbe 
&ce  of  the  tempest,  on  her  errand  of  mercy,  conveys  an  idea  of  the  ability 
of  the  life- boat  service,  and  its  claims  upon  the  benevolent  sympatliies  of 
the  public,  which  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  convey  by  any  mere  ver  * 
bal  description.  There  is  a  matter-of-fact  simplicity,  a  living  eloquence,  in 
the  materials  thus  brought  together,  and  arranged  by  the  skill  of  the  artist 
into  so  pathetic,  yet  so  unezaggerated  a  sf  ory,  that  renders  the  appeal  which 
it  makes  irresietible. 

We  append  a  list  of  the  life-boat  stations  of  the  ^cietyi  as  it  cannoC  Ml 
to  be  of  essential  service  at  ibis  period  of  the  year,  to  mariners  and  seagoing 
passengers.  These  boats  form  a  truly  noble  fleet— outnumbered,  to  be  sure, 
by  the  navies  of  commerpe  and  war ;  but  the  largest  life-saving  ffeet  the 
world  has  yet  seed. 

NoHkamherland' — Berwick-on-Tweed,  North  SunderliLndt|  ^ulmer,  A^n- 
mootbf  Hauzley,  Newbiggin,  Cullercoats. 
'  jOw-Mdm, — Wbifburn,  D^af on  Carew. 

riE>Hbli«r0.-->1(fiidEdlesb6iough,ttedcar,  8alff>urn,  ^n'ey,#ridlington,  flomsea. 

N&rfotJL  —  Cromer,  Wimdesfey,  Bactoh,  trailing,  Winterton,  Caistor, 
ifuinooth,  I  ft  £. 

^«;^otf.— Lowesto/lf,  l^aketfeld,  Sbu£hwold,  tliorpeness,  1  &  ^',  Aldborough. 

Jtfj|f.-*tfargate;  Wafmer,  l>over,  Dungeness. 

iSlitfS^— Catnter,  Itye,  tTasfings,  Eastbourne,  Newhayen,  Brighton,  Selsey 

IsU  of  W^ht^GhiXigit  Brooke. 

lydrteL-^tifme  Itegis. 

Audit  tfevdn. — Ezmoufh,  Teignmouth. 

CormoM.  — f  owey,  Lrzard,  Penzance,  Sennen  Cove,  St.  Ives,  iVewquay, 
fkdlrfow,  Biide  fitaven. 

l^orfh  Devon. — Appledore,  \  &  i,  Braunton. 

HO.  2.— -Tbt.  X.  o 
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Walk. 
GlamarffMuMre.'^Tenfittht  PorthcawL 
Carmafikeiuhir€, — LUnelly,  Carmarthen  Bay. 
Pembrokeshire. — Tenby,  Fishguard. 
Ciin%a9i«Atre.-*Cardigan. 
Merionethshire, — Aberdovey,  Barmouth. 
CamarmmfAtre.— Portmadoc,  Orme'a  Head. 
Anglesejf. — ^Llanddwyn,  Rhoacolyn,  Holyhead,  Cemlyni  Moelfre* 
JTwteAfire.— Rhyl,  (Tubolar). 


I. — Bonthport,  Lytham*  Fleetwood. 

Cmnberland. — Silloth. 

Isle  of  A/(m.-^a8tletown. 

ScoTiiAirou 

Ayrshire.'^AyT,  Irvine 

Argykskire. — Cantire. 

CakhnesS'Shire. — Thorso. 

^an^iAtre.— Buckie,  Banff, 

JS^njAtr«.— Lossiemouth. 

Aberdeenshire, — Fraserburgh, 

Fifeshire. — St.  Andrew's. 

Eardingtonshire. — North  Berwick.  * 

Ibblamo. 

Comijf  iifitrun.— Portrush. 

Doum, — Groomsport,  Tyrella,  Newcastle. 

LoM, — Dundalk,  Drogheda. 

DvbUfL — Skerries. 

Wichlow,^WiMow,  Arklow. 

Wea^onL'^Cahore^  Wexford,  1,  Boaslare  Fort,  2»  Carnaoie. 

TToter/orc^.— -Tramore,  Dnngarvan,  Ardmore. 

CorA. —Toughal,  Ballycotton. 

Mayo. — Westport. 

Some  of  the  important  senrices  rendered  by  the  life-boata  of  the  Inati- 
tution  during  the  year  which  has  just  closed,  has  its  own  significance.  It 
tells  with  unmistakeable  accuracy,  and  with  a  fidelity  that  is  too  thankfully 
felt  in  many  a  sailor's  home,  that  Two  Himdred  of  our  fellowcreatures  haye 
been  rescued  during  the  pait  twelve  months,  from  what  may  be  considered 
an  almost  certain  death ;  for  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  mijoritj 
of  these  life-boat  services  were  of  such  a  character  that  could  not  possibtj 
be  performed  by  any  other  human  agency.  Let  us  give  one  such  illustratioD 
out  of  many.  A  few  weeks  ago  it  blew  a  heavy  gale  off*  Lyme  Regis.  About 
eight  o'clock  at  night  the  alarm  was  given  that  a  vessel  was  in  distress  in  tlie 
offing.  It  was  pitchy  dark,  indeed  the  intense  darkness,  the  strung  gale,  and 
the  heavy  surf  on  shore  were  enough,  said  the  Mayor  of  the  town,  to  appal 
any  men  entering  the  life-boat.  After  some  shwt  delay,  however,  the  boat 
was  manned  by  a  gallant  ctew— her  oozwain,  Thomat  Bradley,  ftom  the  fint 
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being  wAy  at  bis  post.  Tar-lMurels  were  lighted  up  on  shore,  and  the  boat 
proceeded  <m  her  mission  of  mercy.  So  traljr  awful  was  the  night,  that 
ntmAy  every  one  on  shore  believed  she  would  never  retom  again.  After 
bmfiiog  the  Any  of  the  storm,  and  after  an  absence  of  about  an  hour  and  a 
bal^  the  life-boat  did  return,  laden  with  the  shipwrecked  crew  of  three  men 
belonging  to  the  smack  Elizabeth  ilam,  of  Lyme  Regis.  The  inhabitants  of 
llie  town  were  perfectly  amazed  at  the  life-boat's  performances,  and  the  no 
lees  dMing  behaviour  of  her  'skilful  coxwain  and  crew. 

This  case  alone  shows  the  inestimable  value  of  the  National  Life«boat 
Institatioe ;  but  how  much  more  might  be  said  of  the  services  it  has  rendered 
tbrongbottt  its  long  career  of  usefiilness,  to  what  may  be  called  the  private 
and  hidden  circles  of  our  life. 

In  addition  to  the  200  persons  saved  from  a  watery  grave  by  the  life-boats 
ef  tbe  Institution,  during  the  past  year,  they  also  went  off  40  times  in  replies 
to  ngnals  of  distress  from  vessels,  which  afterwards  had  either  got  out  of 
danger*  or  had  their  crews  rescued  by  other  means.  Life-boat  crews  also 
SMsemUed  in  stormy  weather  on  several  occasions,  both  during  the  day  and 
night,  in  order  to  be  ready  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise.  For  these 
▼aloaUe  services,  the  total  amount  paid  was  £792.  On  occasions  of  service 
end  quarterly  exercise,  the  life-boats  were  manned  by  upwards  of  5,000  per- 
sons. All  the  life-boat  services  took  place  in  stormy  weather,  and  frequently 
in  tbe  dark  hoar  of  the  night.  Surdy,  then,  such  an  Institution,  with  108 
life-boats  under  its  charge,  devoted  to  such  worthy  and  comprehensive  pur- 
poses, need  not  appeal  in  vain.  Much  has  been  done,  but  much  yet  remains 
to  be  done.  Muuficent  donations  from  the  wealthy  few  have  poured  in,  in 
some  cases,  the  establishment  of  a  perfect  station  having  been  presented  ; 
but  it  is  ftom  the  contributions  of  the  many,  and  the  endowments* of  the 
bnaume,  that  such  an  establishment  must  derive  its  vitality  and  future  power 
to  keep  up  its  immense  life-aaving  fleet. 

We  trust  that  tbe  National  Life-boat  Institution  has  only  to  be  more 
geBeraUy  known  to  be  placed  upon  a  more  permanent  and  extended  footing. 
We  must  yet  expect  before  the  wint«  is  over,  to  hear  the  roar  of  many  a 
ra^ng  storm,  and  to  read  a  few  days  after,  of  many  a  fearful  wreck.  Surely 
it  would  be  a  cheerful  thought  in  the  breast  of  any  of  us,  as  he  listens  to  the 
one,  or  peruses  the  other,  to  know  that  he  has  fulfilled  one  of  the  many 
dniiea  assuredly  required  of  us,  by  having  sent  his  mite  to  the  ofiBce  of  the 
Institution,  No.  4,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London. 
l%e  foilowing  are  ExbraeU  from  the  L^e*Soai  RuUm  of  Managemtni : — 
'  Each  Life-boat  to  have  a  Coxswain  Superintendent,  with  a  fixed  Salary 

efjes." 

**  The  Life-boat  to  be  regularly  taken  afloat  for  exercise  once  every  quar- 
ter, fully  manned  and  equipped,  so  that  the  Crew  may  be  familiar  with  her 
properties  and  proper  management  On  every  occasion  of  exercise ,  the 
men  are  paid  6$,  each  in  stormy  weather,  and  3«.  each  in  fine  weather ;  and 
on  every  occasion  of  going  off  to  a  Wreck  to  save  Life,  each  of  the  Crew 
reoovea  lOt.  by  day  and  ll  by  mght,  and  equal  shares  of  any  Local  Sub-* 
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miptidDS  whieh  maflr  b«  rtiioA  to  reward  aaj  •peeial  a^t  af  gattMilny  m4 

esertkm.** 

"  The  Crew  are  pravided  with  Life-bells.  The  Cozawain  10  rehired  to 
keep  a  liel  of  all  the  Lile-Boat  Stores,  which  are  to  be  exsmioed  onoe  • 
quarter  by  the  Loeal  Gommittee,  io  order  to  their  beiag  repaired,  or  re^placMl 
if  in  the  least  degree  in  a  doubtfui  ceadiiioD. 

**  The  life- Boat  to  be  kept  on  her  Carriage,  in  the  Boat^heaae,  wisk  «1 
her  gear  in  her  ready  for  use,  except  articles  which  reqniie  to  be  sccovad 
from  damp.  Signals  are  agreed  vpon  for  calliag  the  life*  Boats*  Crewa  to- 
gether ;  immediately  on  intimation  of  a  Wreck,  or  Vessel  in  disSreaa.  di« 
Coxswain  is  to  muster  his  Crew,  launch  his  Boat,  and  proeeed  to  ksc  assaa* 
tance." 

'« The  Locnl  Committee  to  make  quarterly  inspection,  and  Beport  to  the 
Institotbn  as  to  the  behaviour  of  the  Boat  during  exeroisc*  pointing  o«t  aoj 
defect  thai  may  be  remedied,  and  offering  any  suggestion  that  may  oonduoo 
to  the  eflfeiency  of  the  sendee.  ** 

By  these  arrangements  the  Institution  hopes  to  have  etBeient  life^Boat 
EstafaliMhments  all  around  the  coasU  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


dDik's  Jotktr- 


Thb  Summabt  or  Wniinaro  Yachts. 

Brighi^n,  Jam.  5tt,  1861. 
fta.— In  your  summary  of  Winning  Yachts  in  the  present  number  of  your 
Magazine,  you  hare  omitted  altogether  the  Eoyal  Southern  Regatta,  of  the 
grd  August,  in  which  my  vessel,  die  *'  Amazon,"  beat  the  **  Audax"  by  three 
minutes  and  a  hal£  winning  440.  As  she  only  started  twioe  this  year,  and 
you  have  given  the  match  in  which  she  was  beaten — ^via.  the  R.  S.  Regatta, 
of  the  4th  August,  it  is  certainly  due  to  myself  as  owner,  to  the  kind  friend 
who  sailed  her  for  me  on  both  occasions,  and  to  her  captain  and  crew,  that 
her  success  should  be  stated,  particularly  when  matched  against  such  a  ves- 
sel as  the  *«  Audax."  I  therefore  trust  to  your  sense  of  justice  to  repair  the 
mistake. 

I  am,  fee., 

EL  F.  Sum, 
(Owner  of  the  «« Amazon,"  and  your  constant  reader.) 
Te  <jb  EdUor  o/H.  Y.  M. 


Trambb  Sonoovn  Matcbbs. 

London^  ./on.  22ai(  1861. 
Su.— While  I  equally  regret  with  a  <*  A  Schooner  Stilcv,"  (whose  loiter. 
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ippeared  in  yoor  ktl  BornlMr),  tbat  the  Royal  Thuuet  Yacht  Club  have 
be«D  QDniooeMlU  in  getting  up  good  schooner  matches,  I  am  far  from  agree- 
iq§  with  him«  that  handicapping  would  pB»T«  a  satisllielorjr  solution  of  the 
dlfieulty^so  moeh  depending  on  the  stale  of  the  weather  on  the  day  of  the  race. 
At  the  Royal  St.  George's  Regatta  last  tommer,  at  Kingstown,  which 
yoor  eofvespondent  refers  to»  and  where  the  schooners  wbre  handicapped  for 
ptWMvs  performances,  the  syston  certainly  obtained  a  large  entry.  But  I 
do  not  think  that  any  one  who  witnessed  the  race»  would  say  that  the  vessel 
to  whMi  the  prise  was  adjodged,  proved  herseM  the  fastest  of  the  fleeti  and 
if  that  is  not  the  object  ef  yaehl  raeiDg,  what  is  ?  If  the  principle  be  really 
a  goad  one,  surely  it  ia  appKoabk  te  cotters  as  well  as  schoonert. 

J  ana  a  strong  advocate  for  doing  away  with  ahiftiag  ballast,  and  think 
that  if  that  were  rigoron^  enforced  at  idl  matches,  and  a  second,  if  not  a 
tUrd  priae  offered,  it  woald  go  far  towards  promoting  sport,  as  I  am  sure 
Many  yaehtmen  hewtate  to  incur  the  eaipense  of  entry  money,  extra  hands, 
te.,  k^  without  some  proapect  of  success— or  at  all  events  of  reimburse- 
BMOt  ior  their  ontky. 

I  dare  say  many  of  yoor  readers  may  look  with  contempt  an  the  last  view 
of  the  case,  but  I  fear  it  is  not  without  its  weight* 

After  all,  perhaps,  until  we  get  a  schooner  of  neariy  similar  tonnage 
ftuily  to  beat  a  etrkdn  other  little  schooner  of  about  99  tcma,  and  which  I 
believe  to  be  the  real  obstacle  to  tha  success  of  schooner  matches  on  the 
Thamea*  there  will  be  little  satisfaction  to  any  one  in  winning  a  cup,  other- 
than  by  the  old  system.  I  am,  frc 

To  the  EdUar  H,  Y.  M.  Ahothbb  Schoohib  Sauob. 


A  Sbasoh's  Tachtdto. 

Jan.  Idlft,  1861. 

^iMu — In  looking  Qver  the  result  of  the  season's  sailing,  I  find  it  as  foUowi, 
and  as  it  may  interest  some  of  your  readers,  I  here  give  an  analysis  v^ 

No.  of  days  in  *<  commission,"  that  is  to  say  from  **  fitting  out," 
to 'Maying  up** •IW 

No.  of  days  in  port  or  at  anchor,  22  of  which  were  owing  to  stress 
of  weather 70 

Mo.  of  days  under  sail,  during  8  of  which  it  was  blowing  hard       .         4^ 

Total  No.  of  mUes  sailed 2,320 

The  cruising  ground  was  the  English  and  Irish  Channels,  and  the  Scotch 
waters. 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  out  of  a  four  month's  season,  one  month 
waa  bad  weather,  and  the  other  three  good,  that  on  the  average,  the  yacht 
was  underway  about  three  days,  or  72  hours  a  week,  and  that  the  average 
number  of  mOes  per  day  was  52 ;  but  it  must  be  noticed  that  the  total  of 
2,320  miles  is  calculated  from  the  direct  distances  from  place  to  place,  and 
that  beating  to  windward  is  not  taken  into  consideration 

Tours  faithfully, 

To  the  EdUor  H.  r.  ilf.  B. 

•  Days  of  24  hours. 
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BoTAL  MntSBT  y^CHT  C1.IIB  MaTCBBI. 

/on.  ISA,  1861. 
81B.*— Could  yoQ  or  some  of  your  readen  state  the  reason  why  the  Royal 
Mersey  Yacht  Club  have  held  no  race  worth  speaking  of  since  the  Queen's 
Cap  four  years  ago.    Year  after  year  they  have  but  on'e  little  race  of  email 
yachtst  while  the  *BirkenheAd  Model  Yacht  Club  have  two  or  three 
and  a  Regatta,  and  the  rowing  dub  though  unable  to  gire  a  Regatta 
year  have  always  two  or  three  Scratch  races  during  the  season. 

The  entries  for  the  large  yachts  never  seem  to  fill  up,  whether  this  is  fitm 
the  smallness  of  the  prizes  offered,  or  the  bad  arrangements  of  the  time  for  the 
races,  or  the  disadvantages  of  the  Mersey  as  a  yachting  station,  or  the  little 
interest  taken  by  the  people  of  Liverpool  in  the  sport  I  cannot  find  out ;  but 
cannot  help  thinking  that  if  the  committee  of  the  R.M.Y.C.  would  onlj  pat 
their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  the  love  of  yachting  would  soon  return  ;   thej 
do  not  seem  to  care  about  the  matter,  only  advertising  their  races  in  one 
Local  paper,  and  have  only  one  steamer  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Mem* 
bers  and  their  Mends,  so  that  the  mass  of  inhabitants  have  no  idea  that  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  a  race  to  be  seen,  and  strange  yachtsmen  are  annoyed  at 
the  little  interest  taken  in  them. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  the  R.  M.  Y.  C.  would  correspond  with  the 
Irish  Clubs  in  good  time,  arrangements  mi^t  be  made  to  have  a  race  here 
between  the  BeUast  Lough  and  the  ELingstown  Regatta. 

Yours  truly, 

To  ih»  EdUor  H.  Y.M.  A  Litbbpoouah. 


MEMORANDA  OF  CLUB  MEETINGS. 

Ttoyal  Southern  Yacht  CZtd^.— This  Club  held  a  general  meeting  on  Jan.  9th, 
Admiral  O'Brien,  the  Vice' commodore  presided,  when  the  report  of 
the  financial  affairs  showed  that  the  Club  was  in  a  much  better  position 
than  it  had  been  for  many  years  past ;  and  the  gallant  Chairman  in  making 
that  announcement  said—"  that  various  injurious  reports  had  been  circulated, 
not  only  as  regards  its  solvency,  but  even  as  to  its  existence.  In  changing 
from  their  late  to  their  present  quarters  in  October  last,  they  possess  all  the 
advantages  they  had  in  their  late  residence,  together  with  a  reduced  annual 
subscription  firom  fne  to  three  guineas,  with  an  entrance  fee  of  three  guineas , 
and  there  was  every  reason  to  expect  from  the  addition  of  new  members,  that 
had  been  already  added  since  the  reduction,  that  a  further  increase  to  their 
present  number  would  be  the  result.  The  Club  was  now  free  from  debt,  and 
the  balance  had  enabled  them  to  have  a  new  billiard  room  erected  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

The  prosperity  of  the  club  is  very  plearing,  not  only  to  the  members,  but 
to  yachtsmen  generally,  as  certainly,  to  state  the  fiicts,  the  Royal  Southeni 
was  not  ooDsidered  in  the  most  flourishing  state,"and  the  want  of  energy 
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in  a  great  measaie  the  cauae  of  its  decline.  Now  an  inftu^on  of  fresh 
Mood  baraig  been  introdnced,  we  may  hope  fresh  spirit  will  also  accompany  it. 
Aoyal  Thames  Yacht  Cbib.-^On  the  9tb  Jan.  an  influential  meeting  was 
hdd  at  the  Club  House,  Albemarle  Street,  at  which  B.  Green»  Esq.,  the  Vioe» 
eommodore  presided.  After  the  report  of  the  December  meeting,  and  that 
of  the  Committee  were  confirmed,  the  treasurer,  J.  Hutchons,  Esq.  announced 
the  finan^l  atate  of  the  funds  on  the  31st  of  December,  (after  payment  of 
sU  ezpenaes)  that  599/.  was  the  floating  capital,  and  in  addition  to  whicb 
diey  possessed  funded  property  to  the  amount  of  3,000/.  llkis  is  ^'  g(ung 
ahead"  with  a  flowing  sail,  and  if  this  Club  is  not  No  1  on  the  list,  it  cer- 
tainly is  Al  in  pecuniary  and  numerical  strength.  Nineteen  additional 
members  were  elected.  During  the  evening,  a  letter  was  read  from  CoL  H* 
Brown,  (Plover  yawl),  advocating  the  desirability  of  measuring  racing  yachts 
per  area  of  sails,  as  proposed  by  the  late  Philip  Marett,  Esq.,  which  after  an 
animated  discussion,  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  circular  announcing 
the  February  meeting,  which  will  be  held  on  the  6th  inst. 

The  Ball  will  take  place  on  Valentine's  day  (the  I4th),  at  the  Hanover 
Square  Rooms ;  and  the  following  gentlemen  have  the  issuing  of  tickets  :— 
Messrs.  Barber,  Baylis,  Britten,  Cooke,  Harvey,  Hutchons,  Harris,  Hood^ 
KynasUm,  Rudge,  Sutton,  and  Wilkinson. 

iSoyo/  London  Yaeht  Club, — Monday,  21  st.,  the  usual  monthly  meeting 
was  held,  when  the  worthy  secretary,  J.  Gregory,  Esq.,  was  unanimously 
elected.  The  treasurer  read  the  report  of  the  financial  afiairs  of  the  Club^ 
which  were  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  after  some  further  business  several 
gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the  Club. 

Prioes  of  Wales  Yacht  C2ti&.— The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  was 
hdd  on  the  10th  ult.  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Great  Queen  Street,  lin- 
coln*s  Inn-fields.-  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read 
and  confirmed,  Mr.  Van  Neck,  on  the  ballot  listt  was  elected  a  member. 
The  treasurer  read  the  report  fh>m  the  auditors  of  the  accounts  for  the  past 
year,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  (the  balance  being  a  good  one).  A 
letter  was  then  read  from  the  Vice  Commodore,  resigning  his  office,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  and  will  be  entertained  next 
meeting  and  some  gentlemen  were  proposed  for  election  at  the  next  meeting. 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  Spray,  cutter,  88  tons,  o.m.  built  by  Inman  of  Lymington,  appeared 
in  our  list  in  1852,  under  the  ownership  of  J.  £.  Cox,  Esq.,  R.T.T.C.,  who 
nsde  many  successful  cruises  in  her.  In  1854  she  became  the  property  of 
that  excellent  yachtsman  J.  A.  Longmore*  Esq.,  one  of  the  Honorary  Sees, 
of  the  R.E.T.C.,  and  remained  in  his  possession  until  he  purchased  the 
Paragon,  cutter,  44  tons,  last  season,  when  the  Spray  was  purdhased  by 
Duncan  MTherson,  Esq,  for  his  son,  the  Commodore  of  the  Dcrwent  Yaeht 
Club,  Hobart  Town,  Tasmania.    She  underwent  a  thorough  overhaul  pre* 
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vions  to  eooHMtichig  ber  long' voyage  *to^* Auitmlk,  and  'ililed  frMl  tiM 
Cljde  on  Wednesday  the  5th  of  September  lait,  in  ehatge  of  Captain  WyM,- 
who  haa  already  become  well  known  to  yachtsmen  through  the  medium  of 
IMtfftom  High  LaHiude$,  having  commanded  Lotd  Dnilbrin'i  sebooHer 
iPoam,  during  her  emiae  to  Spitzbergen  and  Jan  Mayem    She  arrived  nt 
Madeira  after  a  rongh  passage  of  14  days.    The  nekt  newt  of  her  la  fttnA 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  where  she  arrived  on  the  11th  of  Movettiber, 
ai^er  a  fiivonrabie  passage  of  siity 'three  days  ih>m  the  Clyde,  Captaift  Wjao 
a^jipears  to  have  been  much  pleased  with  his  little  craft,  as  also  tdth  bii 
crew.    He  remained  seven  days  at  the  Cape  to  give  his  men  a  run  nsh&fe^ 
which,  to  nse  his  own  graphic  words,  they  well  deserved,  *'  oooped  wp  fron 
morning  till  night,  and  the  water  washing  over  them;  no  place  for  sliolter, 
and  always  sitting  down  and  holding  on.**    Captain  Wyse  seems  to  have 
crossed  the  Line  fk-tber  to  the  eastward  than  is  nsoal,  and  donbtleaa  ha4 
much  head  wind  and  heavy  seas  to  contend  with,  whioll  leeoviita  Ibr  ffio 
wetness  of  the  voyage.  He  was  to  leave  on  the  iMi  of  November  for  Bobavt 
Town,  and  we  hope  ere  long  to  be  able  to  chnmicle  hia  sefe  anWat  Aeve. 
Mould  he  succeed  in  taking  this  litfle  vessel  safely  out,  he  wiM,  wO  fbl«kf 
have  fidrly  earned  a  duplicate  of  the  gM  chain  Lord  Doff^rin  alleges  b«  imsr 
SO  fond  of  wearing — a  chain  earned,  it  may  be  remembered,  by  his  taking  tt 
Anall  steamer  from  the  Clyde  to  Australia  under  ciroumstanoea  Of  greftt 
difficulty,  and  sticking  by  her  when  her  platea  gave  symptoms  of  p«rttilg^  sild 
her  wished  to  desert  her.    We  look  forwafd  with  much  interest  hi  the  ai^ 
arrival  of  this  little  veasel,  aa  we  are  promised  the  log  by  aa  old  and  iMetl 
respected  correspondent. 

The  Diana  schooner,  80  tons,  Sydney  Walker,  Esq ,  was  at  MarsaUlw,  on 
Jan.  1  tlh.  She  was  bove-to  nine  dnys  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  dnrim  tbe 
great  gale  of  December,  and  proved  herself  an  excelleai  sea-goi^g'vesaal. 

The  Myth  schooner,  122  tone,  F.  C.  F.  Casooigncy  Esq.,  kft  Mait*  eo  tlio 
ard  Jan.  fbr  Aleiaadria. 

Tbe  Gem  s^sioner,  150  tonay  Sir  A.  BanaemaB)  arrired  at  Gibrallary  mr 
tke  d7tb  Dee.,  and  sailed  neat  day  to  the  eastwaM« 


NOTICE  TO  C0BBBSP0NDSNT8. 

SuMMAHT  OF  WinHQio  TACOBTat-^We  regret  to  haive  to  acknowledge  that  oar 
account  given  last  mouth  was  incorrect,  however  we  will  endeavour, to  make 
amends  for  the  errors  by  giving  an  extra  sheet,  with  the  troe  acconnt,  ht  our 
next  number  (Bffardi). 

W.  T:  «<  Would  fetH  much  eMfged  by  any^  of  the  readen  of  the  Magaaina 
stating  the  reason  why  the  A«ra  badsneti  bad  luck  last  seasaa?** 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

The  yacbtsman  who  will  give  a  little  careful  consideration  to  the 
subject  of  masting,  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the  immense  influence  $he 
proper  disposition  of  the  mast  or  masts  must  exercise  upon  the  per- 
formances of  a  vessel ;  upon  the  first  trials  of  a  yacht  are  based  the 
opinions  as  to  whether  she  is  ikst  and  weatherly,  and  very  oftentimes 
I  fear  a  goodly  little  ship  has  fared  ill  at  the  hands  of  her  critics, 
from  the  misplacement  of  her  crop  of  sticks ;  it  would  be  very  inter- 
esting to  know  how  many  vessels  have  been  tried,  and  altered,  and 
retried  and  altered  again;  and  of  these  how  many  have  had  proper 
and  correct  draughts  on  board  showing  their  centres  of  buoyancy, 
of  lateral  resistance,  and  the  effort  of  their  sails.  How  often  do  we 
see  and  hear  of  these  alterations  being  made  in  a  new  vessel,  and  are 
sock  points  as  the  above  ever  mentioned  in  relation  to  such  altera* 
tions?  Which  of  us  have  not  watched  with  eager  anticipation  the 
fiat  of  some  first  rate  judge  of  the  good  points  of  a  yacht,  and  regarded 
him  in  the  light  of  a  sage  as  he  gravely  shook  his  head  and  pro- 
nounced, "  her  mast  must  be  shifted!" — not  one  wrd  more — that  is 

*  Continued  from  page  56. 
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quite  enough  for  some  of  us  without  seeking  kny  further  information 
on  the  subject :  we  wont  oftentimes  take  the  trouble  of  asking  our- 
«elves  a  simple  question  '*  the  reason  why  !*'  It  is  assumed  that  our 
friend  A,  who  has  been  yachting  all  his  life,  cannot  err, — he  has 
been  on  board  the  yacht  whilst  underway,  has  steered  her,  pronoun- 
ced his  opinion,  and  he  cannot  be  wrong :  friend  B,  another  excellent 
yachtsman,  comes  after  A,  hears  the  opinion  formed,  has  an  experi- 
mental cruise,  and  thinks  with  A  too ;  **  certainly  shifting  the  mast 
would  improve  her  !*'  Two  good  judges  having  thus  pronounced  that 
the  position  of  the  mast  is  the  seat  of  error,  it  is  shiftied  accordingly 
at  hap-hazard ;  now  is  there  the  slightest  probability  of  its  haying 
been  done  so  with  advantage?  by  the  merest  chance  the  happy 
medium  may  be  hit  upon,  but  the  chances  are  10  to  1  against  it. 

What  after  all  if  the  masting  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
faults  complained  of?  but  no — this  could  not  be,  for  both  A  and  B 
concur  in  opinion  that  it  can  only  be  the  mast. 

Now  if  the  reader  will  refer  back  to  plate  5,  chapter  IV.  he  will  find 
there  one  of  the  most  fertile  sources  that  can  exist  for  causing  a  vessel 
to  steer  and  perform  badly ;  in  this  plate  diagrams  are  given  of  two 
vessels,  one  with  flaring  quarters,  the  other  with  her  quarters  neatly 
rounded  up ;  here  therefore  we  have  an  example  of  what  is  techni- 
cally called  "  the  inequality  of  the  lines  of  immersion  and  emersion;" 
which  simply  is  that  the  lines  of  the  quarter  above  water  do  not 
harmonize  with  those  beneath,  and  that  when  the  vessel  careens  to  a 
strong  breeze  a  (rreatly  increased  water  line,  called  the  **  Inclined 
Water  Line,'*  is  submerged,  and  this  being  fuller  than  it  should  be 
at  thQ.quarters  of  the  vessel,  creates  a  huge  wave :  this  wave  being 
carried  along  with  the  vessel  causes  a  drag  upon  the  quarter  under 
which  it  appears,  just  as  if  a  hawser  or  a  chain  cable  was  towing 
overboard  from  it:  in  consequence  of  this  drag  aft  the  vessel  requires 
lee  helm  according  as  she  inclines,  but  immediately  that  the  pressure 
of  the  wind  ceases,  so  as  to  allow  her  to  sail  at  a  less  inclination,  and 
thus  lift  this  faulty  water  line  out  of  the  way  of  doing  harm,  she 
again  gives  wholesome  obedience  to  the  tiller,  and  the  faulty  perfor- 
mance resultant  upon  an  error  in  the  construction  of  the  hull  is  very 
apt  wrongly  to  be  attributed  to  Uie  spars. 

Of  all  the  difficulties  that  beset  a  yachtsman's  path,  perhaps  theie 
is  none  more  bewildering  than  the  system,  or  rather  systems,  of 
placing  a  yacht's  spars:  almost  every  builder  has  a  theory  of  his  own 
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upon  the  subject,  either  adopted  partly  from  some  existing  system^ 
aud  modified  according  to  circumstances ;  or  else  a  combination  of 
systems  such  as  may  suit  his  ideas,  but  perhaps  have  no  relation 
whatever  to  the  form  of  the  yacht  to  which  they  may  be  applied* 
In  this  vay  is  much  mystery  engendered  and  perpetuated,  and  in 
bet  it  may  be  said  that  this  mystery  is  not  confined  to  the  question 
of  spars  alone,  but  casts  its  baleful  cloud  over  many  other  matters 
connected  with  yacht  building  and  sailing ;  a  mystery  iirhich  can  only 
exist  from  motives  of  self  interest  in  some  cases,  in  others  from  sheer 
%QoraQce,  and  in  many  from  a  dogged  resolution  of  following  old 
custom,  and  a  reckless  determination  to  ignore  all  improvements. 

In  the  state  of  transition  which  the  science  of  Yacht  Building  has 
of  late  years  been,   and  may  be  said  still  to  be  in,  this  mystery  of 
sparring  has  been  disporting  itself  most  fantastically ;  we  have  seen 
vessels  with   knife-like  entrances  sparred  apparently  without  the 
slightest  regard  being  had  to  the  sweeping  alteration  that  modern 
improvements  have  effected  in  the  shape  of  the  hull ;  the  old  *'cod*s 
head  and  mackerel's  tail  stern"   did  well  with  sticks  so  placed,  and 
accordingly  when  both  ends  of  the  ship  became  revolutionized  in 
shape,  and  the  "mackerel's  tail  and  cod's  head"  had  changed  places, 
masts  were  stepped  as  of  old,  without  any  reference  to  the  totally  dif- 
ferent circumstances  under  which  the  modernized  hull  met  with  and 
overcame  the  resistance  of  the  water.     Masts  were  placed  in  sharp 
ships  were  there  was  no  hull  to  support  them,  and  good  wholesome 
vessels  received  the  name  of  wet  dangerous  boats,  solely  from  the 
fact  that  in  our  eagerness, to  embrace  the  novelty,  we  took  neither 
the  care  nor  trouble  to  become  acquainted  with  its  principles  and 
peculiarities.   It  is  in  respect  to  this  I  think  our  builders  and  ]4U:hts« 
men  have  been  steering  remarkably  wild,  and  that  instead  of  looking 
in  the  proper  place  for  the  failures  that  we  complain  of,  we  hav4 
attributed  them  to  causes  that  have  led  us  still  further  into  error, 
and  possibly  useless  expense,  without  the  most  remote  probability 
of  even  blundering  on  ultimate  success. 

Would  a  man  who  had  to  carry  a  heavy  weight  for  a  considerable 
distance,  sling  it  at  the  further  end  of  a  stick  placed  across  his 
shoulder,  and  then  hope  to  husband  his  bodily  strength  for  sur- 
mounting the  inequalities  of  his  path,  and  at  the  same  time  enable 
him  to  accomplish  his  journey  with  the  greatest  possible  speed. 
And  yet  this  is  what  is  practically  done  iu  the  sparring  of  many 
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Tessek.    It  may  be  said  that  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  move- 
ments of  a  laden  man  on  land  and  those  of  a  yessd  in  the  water, 
but  if  the  burthen  on  the  man's  back  is  not  so  placed  as  to  enable 
him  to  carry  it  to  the  best  advantage  without  crippling  his  powers 
of  travelling  widi  ease  to  himself,  he  wont  travel  at  all ;  and  if  the 
vessel  is  not  enabled  to  meet  and  overcome  the  resistance  of  the 
water,  which  impedes  her  prdgress,  without  bring  dragged  one  way 
by  her  canvas  and  another  way  by  her  rudder,  neither  will  she  travel 
either ;  at  least  so  as  to  realize  the  hopes  of  her  constructors. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  understanding  of  the  object  we  are 
desirous  of  accomplishing,  viz.  the  most  effective  system  of  placing  a 
vessel's  master  masts,  so  that  the  canvas  set  thereupon  may  propel 
her  at  the  greatest  attainable  speed,  and  to  the  best  advantage  under 
all  circumstances  of  wind  and  weather,  it  is  necessary  that  two 
or  three  particular  points  should  be  kept  prominently  in  view, — vriih 
tegBxd  to  the  canvas  and  with  regard  to  the  hull :  first  then  let  us 
remember  that  every  sail,  no  matter  what  its  size  or  shape  may  be, 
when  acted  upon  by  the  wind,  has  its  "  centre  of  effort ;  "  or,  as  a 
distinguished  writer  on  naval  architecture,  more  correctly  defines  it, 
^  centre  of  propulsion."     To  use  a  homely,  and  I  trust  not  inapt 
illustration  of  this  centre  of  propulsion,  I  may  assume  that  many 
of  us  have  not  forgotten  the  pastimes  of  our  boyhood,  and  amongst 
tliem  that  of  sending  up  mimic  balloons  made  with  a  square  of  silver 
paper,  having  threads  brought  from  each  of  its  corners  to  a  centre, 
suspended  from  which  was  a  cork  attached  to  a  single  thread,  by 
way  of  a  body  to  be  carried  by  our  serial  craft.     Uow  that  single 
thread  represented  the  centre  of  propulsion  of  that  sheet  of  silver 
paper,  and  the  cork  the  hull  of  our  vessel ;  or  in  other  words  the 
power  of  the  wind  exercised  all  over  the  whole  sheet  became,  so  to 
speak,  concentrated  at  this  point,  and  thus  carried  our  cork  away. 

Thus  it  is  also  with  the  sails  of  a  vessel,  no  matter  how  they  are 
spread  to  the  wind,  each  and  every  one  has  its  centre  of  propulsion, 
but  unlike  the  balloon,  each  has  not  its  special  cork :  there  is  a  com- 
mon cork  for  them  all  to  tug  at,  and  this  common  cork  is  the  hull  of 
the  little  ship ;  this  common  cork  therefore  involves  a  common  cen- 
tre of  propulsion,  so  that  no  matter  what  may  be  the  number  or 
locality  of  a  vessel's  sails  there  is  one  common  centre,  at  which  all 
their  efforts  are  united,  and  this  ia  called,  par  excellence^  THB  centre 
of  propulsion,  or  centre  of  effort  of  the  sails.  . 
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Secondly,  with  regard  to  the  hull, — every  vessel  modelled  for  high 
ftpeed,  has  as  small  direct,  and  as  large  lateral  displacement,  as  is 
consistent  with  stability  and  the  requisite  draught  of  water  fore  and 
aft.  W  hen  this  vessel,  therefore,  is  close-hauled  jipon  a  wind,  the 
water  resists  her  large  lateral  displacement,  and  prevents  her  drifting 
in  the  direction  the  wind  blows,  and  her  direct  displacement  in  the 
direction  of  her  keel  being  comparatively  so  small  she  elides  ahead 
at  an  acute  angle  with  the  wind,  and  this  constitutes  her  weatherly 
ability,  or  power  of  sailing  near  to  the  wind ;  the  possession  of 
which  in  a  large  degree  constitutes  the  best  quality  of  a  vessel. 

I  use  the  term  lateral  displacement  in  a  relative,  and  not  in  a 
positive  sense,  as  displacement  implies  the  cubic  space  occupied  by 
the  hull  in  length  as  well  as  in  breadth,  but  I  think  it  is  a  more 
appropriate  term  than  *'  lateral  resistance,*'  as  in  reality  it  is  not  the 
vessel  that  resists  progress  in  the  direction  that  the  wind  is  blowing, 
but  the  water,  which  acts  as  a  wall  of  fluid,  if  I  may  so  term  it, 
under  her  lee,  and  will  not  allow  the  passage  of  so  large  a  surface  in 
that  direction,  but  drives  her  across  it  transversely  in  the  direction 
of  her  least  displacement,  viz.  that  of  her  midship  section.  To 
&miliarly  bring  home  to  our  mind  the  effect  which  this  wall  of  water 
has  in  driving  a  vessel  to  windward,  let  us  take  the  blade  of  a 
knife  or  the  blade  of  an  oar,  and  endeavour  to  drive  it  through 
water  with  its  greatest  surface  present^  to  the  action  of  the  water, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  water  will  pile  up  and  resist  it  in  a  most 
remarkable  way,  and  that  no  matter  how  firmly  we  hold  the  knife 
or  the  oar,  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  fly  to  the  right  or  to  the  left, 
in  the  direction  of  its  least  displacement,  that  of  the  edge. 

Now  this  lateral  displacement  of  a  vessel  has  in  relation  to  the 
power  of  the  water  a  common  centre,  similar  to  that  of  the  sail  acted 
upon  by  the  wind,  and  this  centre  is  called  the  centre  of  lateral  re- 
sistance, or  to  use  my  term,  the  centre  of  lateral  displacement,  and 
here  then  are  two  principal  points  in  the  sails  and  the  hull,  to 
which  I  would  beg  to  draw  earnest  attention.  On  the  centre  of 
lateral  displacement  a  vessel  oscillates  laterally  just  as  the  beam  of 
a  scales  oscillates  on  its  fulcrum  :  when  she  is  close-hauled,  and  the 
sails  so  distributed  that  precisely  the  same  amount  of  their  effort 
may  be  exercised  forward  of  this  point  as  aft,  then  the  centre  of  pro* 
pulsion  of  the  canvas  coincides  with  the  centre  of  lateral  displacement 
of  the  hull,  a  harmonious  combination  is  effected,  and  the  best  efforts 
of  both  are  dftected  to  a  common  object — that  of  sending  the  vessel 
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ahead  with  the  greatest  speed*  and  the  atmost  powers  of  both  are  oon- 
oentrated;  bat  if  on  the  other  baod  the  centre  of  propulsion  and 
the  centre  of  lateral  di^Iacement  do  not  coincide,  then  the  former 
must  be  either  fj^rward  or  aft  of  the  latter;  if  it  is  forward  the  head, 
of  the  vessel  is  forced  to  leeward,  and  she  will  require  a  lee  helm  to 
make  her  go  in  the  direction  she  ought,  and  consequently  propelling 
power  is  lost,  her  speed  retarded  by  the  rudder,  and  she  will  have  a 
strong  tendency  to  drift  to  leeward:  if  it  is  aft  she  will  require  heavy 
weather  helm  to  keep  her  likewise  on  her  proper  course,  and  prevent 
her  griping,  or  eating  into  the  wind ;  and  in  this  case  it  is  a  contest 
between  tbe  rndder  and  the  canvas  to  see  which  will  obtain  the 
mastery;  the  result  of  which  is  that  her  speed  is  materially  interfered 
with,  that  the  canvas  is  a  strain  upon  her,  the  rudder  a  drag,  and 
she  is  altogether  astray. 

But  there  is  a  third  point  still,  yet  which  is  as  equally  important 
as  the  other  two,  and  involves  the  most  vital  quality  of  a  good  vessel , 
namely  her  stability.  This  is  the  height  of  the  centre  of  propulsion 
of  the  sails  above  the  Load  Water  Line  of  the  vessel.  This  brings  the 
consideration  of  the  other  points  of  sailing,  viz:  '*  free,  and  with  the 
wind  aft,"  before  us.  It  will  be  well  therefore  to  bear  in  mind  that 
as  well  as  finding  the  longitudinal  position  of  the  centre  of  propulsion 
of  all  the  sails,  we  have  at  the  same  time  to  determine  the  height  of 
that  point  above  the  Load  Water  Lme. 

As  a  vessel  oscillates  laterally  upon  her  centre  of  lateral  displace- 
ment, so  also  does  she  oscillate  longitudinally  upon  her  centre  of 
gravity  of  displacement :  now  the  centre  of  gravity  of  displacement 
must  be  properly  understood,  for  many  scanning  the  term  might  be 
disposed  to  consider  that  this  centre  and  the  centre  of  gravity  of 
the  vessel  is  one  and  the  same ;  on  the  contrary  they  are  widely 
different :  the  centre  of  gravity  of  a  vessel  is  the  centre  where  the 
weight  of  her  hull,  spars,  rigging  and  sails  is  concentrated,  and  may 
be  called  the  centre  of  absolute  gravity  ;  but  the  centre  of  gravity  of 
displacement  is  the  centre  of  that  body  of  water  which  is  displaced  by 
the  hull  of  the  vessel  from  her  Load  Water  Line  downwards.    The 
centre  of  absolute  gravity  tends  to  push  a  vessel  down  in  tbe  water, 
and  the  centre  of  gravity  of  displacement  to  push  her  up,  and  this 
property  of  the  latter  acts  at  the  point  called  the  Meta  Centre :  as 
every  vessel  dispkices  her  own  weight  of  fluid,  therefore  these  two 
forces  hold  each  other  in  equilibrium. 
The  absolute  centre  of  gravity  of  a  vessel  can  be  but  approximately 


YACHTS  AND  YACHTING.  103 

ascertained,  its  position  however  is  sufficiently  defined  to  tnow  that 
^heD  a  vessel  floats  upright  and  at  rest,  it  is  in  the  same  vertical  as 
the  centre  of  gravity  of  her  displacement:  the  centre  of  gravity  of 
displacement,  or  as  we  will  call  it  the  "centre  of  buoyancy,"  can  be 
accurately  defined  by  Mathematical  Calculation;  but  for  general 
purposes  we  may  assume  that  in  all  well  proportioned  vessels  it  will 
be  at,  or  near  to,  the  greatest  transverse  section  of  the  vessel,  i.e. 
the  midship  section,  or  somewhat  before  that  locality ;  but  should  we 
aim  at  perfect  accuracy  it  must  be  calculated,  and  to  achieve  complete 
success  it  is  doubtless  the  best  plan  too. 

Except  under  certain  circumstances  which  I  shall  hereafter  refer 
to,  the  centre  of  propulsion  of  the  sails  should  be  placed  as  nearly 
perpendicular  to  the  centre  of  buoyancy  as  possible,  and  if  the  centre 
of  propulsion,  centre  of  buoyancy,  and  centre  of  lateral  displacement 
can  be  brought  nearly  to  coincide,  we  may  assume,  every  other  re- 
quirement being  complied  with,  that  we  are  getting  near  perfection 
for  the  attainment  of  high  speed,  easy  performance  and  the  preser- 
vation of  stability.  Of  this  latter  quality  however  I  must  now  speak; 
every  yachtsman  has  no  doubt  read  and  heard  of  the  Meta  Centre; 
now  this  point  may  be  understood  to  be  that  at  which  all  the  efforts 
of  the  hull  are  united  to  keep  the  vessel  ^n  a  perpendicular  position, 
this  point  can  be  found  also  by  calculation,  but  at  best  the  result  of 
this  calculation,  is  like  that  for  absolute  gravity,  only  approximative, 
therefore  we  must  seek  to  confirm  the  calculation  for  establishing  the 
location  of  this  point,  both  by  experiment,  and  comparison  with  ves- 
sels of  known  good  qualities  and  reputable  performance,  in  order  to 
know  the  amount  of  stability  possessed  by  our  vessel. 

I  have  said  that  a  vessel  oscillates  longitudinally  on  her  centre  of 
buoyancy,  and  that  if  possible  the  centre  of  propulsion  should  be 
placed  perpendicular  to  this  centre  of  buoyancy.  Now  if  the  centre 
of  propulsion  of  the  sails  be  placed  too  high,  and  that  the  vessel  is 
sailing  with  the  wind  free  or  dead  aft,  the  pressure  of  the  wind  on 
the  sails  being  more  powerful  than  the  resistance  of  the  water  at  her 
bows,  she  is  buried  by  the  head,  her  stem  is  lifted  out  of  the  water, 
she  cannot  sail  upon  her  proper  water  lines,  and  of  course  her  speed 
and  obedience  to  the  rudder  is  considerably  injured,  besides  being 
made  crank  and  dangerous.  If  on  the  contrary  the  centre  be  too 
low  the  resistance  of  the  water  at  the  bow  overpowers  the' force  of 
the  wind,  and  the  pressure  of  the  water  being  at  right  angles  to  the 
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bow,  the  latter  is  lifted  ap,  and  in  consequence  the  stern  is  depresssed^ 
the  vessel "  squats  *'  in  the  water,  and  a  corresponding  derangement 
of  the  proper  sailing  lines  ensues. 

From  these  circumstances  we  see  that  the  longitudinal  and  verti- 
cal position  of  the  centre  of  propulsion  of  the  sails,  the  centre  of 
lateral  resistance,  or  'Misplacement,"  and  the  centre  of  buoyancy, 
is  the  great  points  to  be  determined,  in  order  to  complete  the  fabric 
we  have  designed ;  and  we  may  also  assume  that  we  may  to  a  great 
extent  be  guided  in  fixing  the  height  of  the  centre  of  propulsion  by 
determining  it  in  reference  to  a  vesseVs  performance  off  a  wind ; 
and  in  determining  the  area  of  sail  in  connection  with  it  by  reference 
to  her  performance  when  close-hauled. 

It  is  by  means  of  the  sail  draught  therefore  that  the  proper  posi- 
tion for  the  spars  of  a  vessel  can  be  best  determined,  and  in  making 
this  draught  it  is  best  to  confine  it  to  the  three  lower  working  sails 
of  a  cutter,  or  schooner,  because  it  is  under  these  sails  that  her  best 
qualities  are  likely  to  be  called  forth  in  heavy  weather. 

I  have  known  instances  where  before  ever  the  position  of  the 
masts  were  thought  of,  the  plans  for  internal  accommodation  were 
studiously  considered  and  arranged ;  and  afterwards  when  it  was 
recollected  that  perhaps  dfter  all  a  mast  might  be  requisite,  its 
proper  position  was  sacrificed  to  the  attainment  of  a  gorgeous  state 
saloon ;  in  fact  it  was  not  to  be  thought  of  that  the  mast  should 
obtrude  its  ungainly  bulk  amidst  the  fair  proportions  of  the  daintily 
decorated  cabin.  Elegance  of  arrangement  in  accommodation  is 
very  requisite,  and  all  very  well  when  it  can  be  accomplished  without 
itivolving  the  loss  of  qualities,  that  under  peculiar  circumstance^ 
might  also  involve  the  loss  of  life.  Another  source  of  error,  and 
not  an  unfrequent  one  between  Builders  and  Yacht  Captains,  is  the 
getting  a  proper  spread  for  the  rigging;  "Here  I  must  have  my 
mast,  or  I  shall  have  no  spread  for  my  rigging,**  says  the  yacht 
captain.  No  doubt  it  is  essentially  requisite  to  obtain  this  spread 
for  the  proper  support  of  the  mast  and  sails ;  but  at  the  same  time 
a  few  inches  more  width  in  the  channels  will  not  prove  one-twentieth 
part  so  injurious  as  the  improper  disposition  of  the  canvas. 
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Ws  left  Lodi  Broom  on  die  19Ui  July,  passing  the  Isle  of  Martin, 
wbich  18  much  frequented  by  fishermen  during  the  herring  season,  and 
affinds  excellent  anchorage,  and  perfect  shelter.  At  the  entrance  of  it 
is  a  promontory,  or  point  of  land,  marlced  in  the  Admiralty  Chart  with 
the  Craelic  name  ''  Ru  na  Caddel,"  or  sleeping  point,  which  name  it 
acquired  from  the  circumstance  of  fishermen,  in  fine  weather,  being 
aocostomed  to  bask  upon  its  heathery  banks  during  the  day,  whilst 
waiting  for  the  proper  time  in  the  evening  to  cast  their  nets ;  the  kbounr 
of  the  previous  night  having  predisposed  them  to  sleep^-a  great  number 
may  be  seen  at  times  enjoying  refreshing  slumber,  and  we  may  hope 
pleasant  dreams. 

Firoceeding  onward,  we  again  passed  "  Summer  Isles,*'  whicb  had  so 
perplexed  u|  on  our  way  to  Ullapool ;  but  this  time  we  regarded  them 
as  &miliar  acquaintances.  We  next  passed  the  mouth,  of  Little  Loch 
Broom,  but  of  which  we  got  only  a  glimpse  ;  it  is,  howeter,  considered 
to  be  very  interesting,  and  safe  to  navigate,  but  not  being  in  our  pro« 
gramme,  we  passed  on  to  Loch  Ewe,  which  we  reached  the  same 
evening.  Wind  falling  off  as  we  passed  Ru  More,  we  had  a  good  op- 
portunity of  viewing  the  scenery  as  we  proceeded  up  the  Lock  About 
midway  is  Ewe  Island,  a  picturesque  and'  cavernous  looking  rocki  on 
which  sea  birds  were  congregated  in  great  varieties,  specimens  of  which 
were  shot  by  one  of  our  party,  who  went  out  in  the  yacht's  boat^ 
amongst  which  were  the  Cormorant,  the  Puffin,  and  the  Guillemot. 
After  passing  Ewe  Island,  the  scenery  became  quite  enchanting  ;— 
mountains  bold,  rugged,  and  diversified,  and  of  considerable  altitude, 
forming  the  back  ground  of  the  picture,  with  several  ranges  of  lesser 
magnitude  in  front ;  presenting  as  many  distinct  gradations  of  distance 
and  varieties  of  tint.  Nearer  still,  a  white  cottage  or  two,  were  viable, 
and  the  light  blue  smoke  from  the  yet  invisible  village  of  Poolewe 
eorUng  behind  them.  On  our  right,  as  we  approached  the  bay,  a  num- 
ber of  dark  objects  were  observed,  dotted  amongst  patches  of  bright 
green,  bearing  a  decided  resemblance  to  Peat  stacks*  Some  of  our 
party  were  however  of  opinion  they  were  bothies,  but  even  by  the  aid' 
of  the  telescope  we  could  not  have  decided  the  question,  had  nojk 
smoke  been  observed  to  ascend  fix>m  a  few  of  them.  Like  Sambo,  who 
made  the  wonderful  discovery,  that  "  Cassar  was  berry  like  Pompey^r- 
'ticular  Csosar,'*  we  came  to  the  conclusion  — -  that  Bothies  are  beA^ 
like  Peat  stacks — ^'ticular  Bothies.     They  are  very  nufneroiv  I9^d  the 

•  Concluded  from  pa^e  64. 
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little  oolimy  is  named  '<  NaaaV  near  to  which  b  a  << nasty"  reef  of 
rockg,  coTered  at  high  water,  to  which  it  is  desirable  'to  giTO  a  wide 
berth*  In  other  respects,  there  is  nothing  to  render  the  najigation  on- 
safe,  being  generally  deep  and  clean.  A  fishing  line  which  was  allowed 
to  drag  as  we  proceeded,  on  being  drawn  up,  brought  with  it  a  small 
branch  of  coral,  and  if  we  had  been  prepared  with  a  proper  drag,  it  is 
probable  we  might  have  obtained  some  carious  marine  specimens.  We 
dropped  anchor  about  the  centre  of  the  bay,  near  to  where  the  rirer 
Ewe  debouches  into  the  loch,  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  Tillage  of 
Poolewe. 

We  went  ashore  the  same  eyening,  and  made  arrangements  for  Tisiting 
Loch  Maree.  On  the  following  morning  we  set  out,  with  a  basket  of 
prorisions,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  crew  to  carry  it. 

The  distance  from  the  Tillage  to  the  point  where  we  embarked  on 
the  riyer  Ewe,  is  about  one  mile,  below  which  it  rushes  in  a  wild  and 
impetuous  torrent  oyer  rocks  and  boulders,  rendering  it  unnayigable. 
A  boat  manned  by  four  hardy  highlanders,  was  awaiting  our  arriyal,  as 
arranged  the  preyious  eyening.  It  was,  by  no  means, .  a  desirable  con^ 
yeyanoe  as  to  appearance,  being  large,  cumbrous,  and  unwieldy}  but  waa 
the  only  one  procureable.  It  had  eyidently  been  out  of  use  a  yery  long 
time,  stagnant  water  hayiog  yegetated  at  the  bottom.  On  our  way  to 
the  boat,  we  passed  near  to  some  wretched  looking  bothies^-similar  to 
those  which  had  attracted  our  attention  the  preyious  eyening,  and  a 
nearer  yiew  did  not  giye  us  a  more  fiiyourable  opinion  of  them.  Thej 
were  constructed  in  the  rudest  possible  manner,  haying  only  one  entrance^ 
through  which  the  cow,  if  the  owner  possessed  one,  and  eyery  other 
liying  animal  belonging  to  the  establishment  must  necessarily  pass,  and 
find  shelter  under  the  same  roof.  A  hole,  for  light  and  air,  was  left  in 
the  wall,  but  was  partly  or  entirely  filled  with  turf  sods,  remoyeable  at 
pleasure,— the  whole  a&ir  being  more  suggestiye  oC  wig-wams^  duui 
habitations  for  ciyilized  people.  When  &irly  launched  upon  the  riyer 
Ewe,  a  change  came  o'er  the  scene,  as  delightful  as  it  was  unexpected  $ 
the  winding  course  of  the  stream  bringmg  to  yiew  oyer  yarying  pietores^ 
embodying  eyery  desirable  combination  which  the  most  bstidious  of 
artists  might  desire.  On  the  banks  of  the  dear  stream^  gleaming  with 
the  sun's  rays,  as  it  gently  meandered  in  its  course,  a  patient  angler  was 
playing  skilfully  with  a  salmon,  which  he  successfUly  landed,  and  it 
appeared  to  be  of  goodly  proportions. 

Through  .yistas,  fonped  by  oyerhangmg  birch  trees,  might  be  seen 
lofty  crags,  on  ledges  of  which  a  solitary  fir  tree  would  be  growing* 
Hoyering  about  were  sea  birds,  which  had  probably  built  their  nests  in 
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the  vidnity,  away  ftoin  the  hamita  of  math  In  die  Wk-ground  the 
dmxk  grey  mountain  reared  its  lofty  peak.  At  one  time,  tbe  0Cdnery  i«- 
minded  ii6  of  that  of  the  lower  end  of  Loch  Lomond,  bat  when  upon 
the  broad  loeh,  all  other  objects  were  forgotten — all  ideas  of  compa* 
neon  ceased,  and  our  attention  became  concentrated  upon  the  scene 
•nrand  os-^llie  beauty  of  which  put  in  abeyance  every  other  feeKng. 
On  every  nde  were  mountains  of  considerable  elerataon,  and  of  the  meet 
pctufesque  character  ;  from  the  ravines,  and  gullies  of  which,  innume- 
rable streams  descended  to  feed  the  loch  with  waters  pure  as  crystal^ 
tome  of  them  (ailing  from  the  higher  points  forming  cataracts  of  extra- 
er£nary  beauty.  Flctoresquely  placed  in  the  loch,  are  more  than 
twenty  Islands,  some  of  which  are  of  considerable  extent,  well  wooded^ 
and  covered  with  luxuriant  vegetation.  On  one  of  them,  '*Eileaa 
Maree^"*— or,  island  of  Virgin  Mary,— we  landed,  and  partook  of  our 
pie-nic  ;  after  having  dispatched  which,  we  explored  the  island,  accom- 
panied by  one  of  the  boatmen,  the  only  one  who  had  any  pretensions  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  which  being  very  deficient,  we 
could  not  communicate  freely  or  very  intelligibly.  He  conducted  us  to 
the  site  of  an  ancient  burial  place,  the  rude  gravestones  of  which  appear 
to  have  been  very  long  undisturbed— time  having  effaced  any  record 
which  may  have  been  originally  placed  upon  them,  except  in  two  in- 
stances, in  which,  the  form  of  a  cross  is  barely  traceable. 

It  is  said  that  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  once  stood  on 
Che  nte,  frt)m  which  the  name  of  the  island  is  supposed  to  have  been 
derived.  The  burial  ground  has,  evidently  been  formerly  enclosed,  the 
remains  of  a  boundary  wall  being  apparent,  and  the  entire  of  the  enclo- 
sure appears  to  have  been  covered  with  gravestones— >from  which  we 
oondnded  that'  no  chapel  had  ever  existed  within  it.  We  examined 
outside  the  boundaries,  but  did  not  find  any  remains,  which  might  be 
taken  as  evidence  of  any  bmlding  having  ever  been  in  existence.  It  is, 
however,  possible  that  some  remains  may  be  there,  but  concealed  by 
overgrowing  vegetation.  It  appears  most  probable  that  it  has  only  been 
used  as  a  cemetery.  Near  to  the  boundary  wall  a  "  Holy  well,"  now 
dried  up,  was  pointed  out  to  us,  which  was  formerly  resorted  to  by  the 
siek  and  maimed,  under  the  belief  that  its  water  contuned  some  extra- 
oidinaiy  heoHng  or  curative  properties.  A  number  of  votive  offerings 
are  still  visible  near  to  the  well)  which  have  been  left  as  memorials  of 
dieir  efficacy.  On  the  trunks  o^^adjacent  trees  may  be  seen,  a  consi- 
derable number  of  copper  and  ^er  cbins,  inserted  in  them.  Some  are 
nesriy  concealed  by  the  overgrowing  of  the  bark  ;— others  are  entirely 
covered,  and  are  only  distinguishable  by  protuberances.     There  are  also 
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BOtfie  Jinall  bits  of  wearing  apparel  remaining,  attaobed  to  the  trees  fay 
nailsy  irfiioh  hare  bben  driven  through  buttons.  Some  of  the  memorials 
^  %  considerable  height  up  the  trees— to  which  they  haTCi  no  doubt, 
ll^en  elevated  by  the  growth  of  many  years. 

The  well  is  situated  within  a  few  yards  from  the  burial  groundy  quite 
Aear  enough  to  have  become  tainted  with  its  impurities.  Whether  they 
added  to  the  medical  e£Eusacy  of  the  water,  or  whether  those  who  partook 
of  it  were  healed  by  it,  or  whether  a  superstitious  faith  eflPected  the  cure^ 
must  ever  remain  a  matter  for  conjecture. 

We  called  the  attention  of  our  guide  to  the  fiict  that  t)iere  was  no 
water  in  the  well,  and  enquired  from  him  if  any  ever  flowed  into  it,— 
on  wUch  he  looked  quite  serious,  and  g^vely  informed  us  that  it  had 
been  dry  about  twelve  years ;  that  previous  to  that  time,  there  was  an 
un^Edling  supply— >but  which  suddenly  ceased,  after  a  shepherd^s  dog  had 
been  immersed  in  it ;  which  having  shown  symptoms  of  madness,  the 
owner-'-acting  under  the  impression,  that  the  application  of  its  waters 
might  prove  remedial — as  it  was  reputed  to  be,  in  cases  of  insanity  in 
has  fellow  men,  made  ao  experimental  trial  upon  his  oollie;  but  the  hy- 
dropathic treatment,  he  informed  us,  only  aggravated  the  madness  of 
the  dog— -and  that  it  was  killed  upon  the  spot. 

From  a  rock  on  the  mainland,  near  to  the  island,  a  view  of  the  upper 
end  of  the  loch  is  obtainable,  and  a  more  beautiful  sight  could  not  be 
easily  imagined.  The  whole  length  of  the  loch  is  said  to  be  about 
twenty  miles.  Several  high  mountains  rise  almost  perpendicularly  firom 
its  margin,  from  which  they  are  inaccessible  ;  one  of  them,  *'  Sliabach," 
or  mountain  abounding  in  extensive  heaths,-«-«xceeding  three  thousand 
feet  in  altitude,  is  a  prominent  and  interesting  object  We  returned  to 
Poolewe,  much  delighted  with  our  visit  to  Ix>ch  Maree,  and  well  pleaaed 
with  the  civility  of  our  boatmen,  as  well  as  witli  the  reasonableness  of 
their  charge  ;  which  was  very  small  for  the  services  of  four  men,  and 
use  of  boat, — being  only  six  shillings— or  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per 
faouA  There  being  two  shops  in  the  rillage,  we  expected  to  be  aUe  to 
obtun  a  supply  of  ordinary  comestibles,  we  learned,  however,  that  there 
was  no  flesher  or  baker  in  the  village,  the  inhabitants  being  supplied 
with  bread  by  a  baker  from  Dingwall,  about  forty  miles  distant  who 
nsits  them  fortnightly,  and  having  been  there  the  day  prerious,  none 
would  be  procurable  until  his  next  visit.  We  obtained  a  supply  of 
Glasgow  made  biscuits  from  the  grocer,  and  eggs  at  five-pence  pec 
dozen.  We  also  purchased  a  ccuple  of  well  grown  chickens  for  five- 
pence.  Being  short  of  coals,  we  endeavoured  to  procure  some  £rom  the 
shopkeepers,  w^h  they  declined  to  sell,  but  informed  us  we  might 
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pottihty  obtain  aome  at  the  fihooting  lodge  of  Sir  Hector  Mackeosde* 
Oar  application  was  Biicoessful,  the  house-keeper  giviAg  ns  what  we  n^ 
quired, — and  at  the  same  time»  informed  ns  she  had  Sir  Hector^s  per- 
nisBion  to  supply  any  want  or  deficiency  to  yachts  calling  at  Loch  Ewe* 

The  Biyer  Ewe  has  long  been  noted  as  a  first-rate  salmon  stieam,  as 
many  as  twenty  haying  been  killed  by  one  rod  in  the  day,  and  was  a 
fiayorite  resort  of  Sir  Humphrey  Dayy,  one  of  the  oiost  enthnsiastio  of 
anglers.  Immense  numbers  are  taken  at  the  month  of  the  river,  by 
means  of  cruives,  or  traps »  when  ascending  or  descending  the  stream, 
and  are  at  once  carried  to  a  preserving  house  near  at  hand,  and  by  some 
process,  prepared  for  exportation  to  foreign  markets.  They  are  packed 
in  air-tight  tierces,  and  forwarded  twice  or  three  times  in  tiie  week,  to 
Aberdeen,  by  fut  sailing  cutters,  specially  engaged  in  the  traffic— 
whence  they  are  re-forwarded  to  London — and  elsewhere.  It  is  said, 
however,  that  the  supply  of  salmon,  although  considerable,  is  yearly 
dimimshing,  and  that,  in  all  probability,  if  the  same  destructive  system 
be  continued,  salmon  may  become  as  scarce  there,  as  in  other  places, 
where  traps  and  cruives  have  been  employed. 

We*  left  Loch  Ewe  on  the  22nd  July,  for  Loch  Torridon,  which  we 
did  not  reach  until  about  four  o'clock  the  following  morning,  having 
been  becalmed  for  some  hours  during  the  night  We  dropped  anchor 
in  the  bay  of  Shieldag,  behind  the  small  island  of  that  name,  where  we 
found  good  holding  ground,  and  a  moderately  sheltered  position.  After 
an  early  break&st,  we  went  ashore,  and  engaged  a  fisherman  to  conduct 
us  to  the  summit  of  a  mountain  overlooking  upper  Loch  Torridon,  which 
we  deemed  it  imprudent  to  enter  with  the  yacht,  the  entrance  to  it  being 
very  narrow,  and  difficult  to  navigate,— except  at  ^high  water,— «nd 
wiUi  a  leading  wind  ;  and,  consequently,  being  uncertain  when  we 
mighi  get  out,  if  once  vrithin  the  loch,  we  contented  ourselves  with  a 
bird's-eye  view  of  it^— «nd  a  most  charming  view  we  had— 4t  was  truly 
magnificent ! 

The  portion  of  the  loch  first  entered  from  the  sea,  is  Loch  Torridon 
Proper,  which  may  be  about  four  miles  long,  and  as  many  broad,  it  then 
becomes  considerably  narrower,  at  which  point  Loch  Shieldag  is  entered 
by  the  right— and  upper  Loch  Torridon  to  the  leflb.  During  our  stay 
tiiere,  we  perambulated  the  village,  and  visited  several  of  the  fishermen's 
bothies,  to  some  of  the  aged  occupiers  of  which  we  presented  tea,  and 
tobacco^  whk&  were  much  prized  by  them.  One  auld  wife  innsted  upon 
presenting  us  vrith  three  dozen  eggs,  which  she  procured  firom  a  large 
«<  kist^*  whidi,  in  most  Highland  dwellmgs,  is  tiie  principal,  and  often, 
the  only  piece  of  furniture.     By  a  furtive  glance  into  it,  whilst  she  held 
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iiop«D»  waptroayed  that  it  was  a  raal  omniam-gallienini,  and,  prolMfcly, 
eontabed  all  thdi^  worldly  stores ;— which  might  be  found  a  great  eon* 
▼enienoe  in  the  event  of  a  eonflagration,  which  are  not  mifreqnent-— as 
it  might  be  easily  dragged  oot^when  they  might  nt  npon  it,  and  calmly 
watch  the  result.  There  is  an  established  Church  in  tfie  idllage,  and  a 
manse,  with  a  resident  minister,  but  which  hare  been  abandoned  by 
the  inhabitants,  in  &Tor  of  the  Free  Church—- except  in  a  very  few  in* 
stanees.  Strange  to  say,  there  is  no  Free  Church  in  the  Imndity,  nor 
any  building,  which  might  be  even  temporarily  used  for  puUie  worship ; 
and  stranger  still,  the  place  is  rarely  visited  by  a  Free  Church  mbister; 
when  one  makes  his  appearSnce  it  is  qmte  an  important  event,  and  an 
extraordinary  number  attend,  coming  from  great  distances,  over  moun- 
tains^ and  across  lochs. 

The  services  are  held  in  open  mr,  amongst  rocks  on  the  mountain 
nde^  the  only  shelter  bmng  an  erection  not  larger  than  a  watehman'e 
box,  from  which  the  preacher  holds  forth. 

It  is  a  strange  infatuation  to  deny  themselves  the  kindly  services,  and 
religious  instruction,  and  consolation  in  times  of  trouble,  of  their  ap- 
pointed minister,  whilst  unprovided  with  a  substitute— and  amply 
because  they  themselves  have  not  the  power  to  appcHnt  I  but  so  it  i% 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  sabbaths  in  the  year-»they  never 
attend  public  worship. 

The  whole  of  the  locality  of  Loch  Shieldag  is  pre-eminently  rocky 
and  barren,  although  peculiarly  picturesque.  The  inhabitants  are  very 
poor,  being  entirely  dependent  upon  the  herring  fisheiy,  which  has, 
of  late  years,  been  inadequately  productive. 

In  several  of  the  dwellings  we  visited,  we  observed  the  spinning  wheel, 
and  wool  in  various  stages  of  preparation.  The  women  partly  employ 
themselves  by  knitting  stockings  and  socks  for  use,  and  for  sale.  In 
one  dwelling,  we  noticed  a  primitive  looking  loom^  in  which  was  a  nar* 
row  blanket,  partly  made.  The  border  was  formed  of  several  colored 
stripes,  the  wool  for  which  was  dyed  on  the  spot,  the  Highlanders 
having  a  knowledge  of  several  native  vegetable  dyes,  which  have  been 
handed  down  from  generation  to  generation.  It  is  truly  surprising  how 
anything  can  be  made  or  kept  of  its  original  color,  in  the  midst  of  per- 
petual smoke,  so  dense  that  one  Q^n,  with  difficulty,  perceive  the  olgects 
within  their  dwellings,  it  is,  nevertheless  ihe  fact,  that  such  can  be^  and 
is  the  case,  as  the  cleanly  white  caps,  and  other  articles  of  female  attire, 
fiilly  testify,  when  exhibited  on  sabbath  days— or  when  **  got  up*  for 
grand  ocoasmns.  I  will  not,  however,  attempt  to  describe  how  they  are 
scented,  but  it  is  not  with  lavender,  or  any  cosmetique,  procurable  ches 
Rimmell. 
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Tbere  is  a  peooliar  odour  atiachefl  itoelf  to  eYwrythtng  wUeh  haf  been 
floljeoied  to  the  Higfaland  but ;  so  mach  is  that  the  ease^  that  if  agroup 
eC  Highlanders  approach  within  ten  yards,  the  olfactory  organs,   at 
one^  and  unerringly,  annonnee  the  fact     Even  milk,  which  may  hare 
been  procared  from  Highland  bothies,  has  often  been  found  undrinkable, 
in  eonsequence  of  the  peculiar  and  unmistakable  go^     In  one  instance, 
the  flaror  was  found  to  be  too  piquante  for  c^in  consumption,  and  was 
sent  forward  to  the  forecastle,  but  e^en  theie^  it  was  found  to  be  »n  p«» 
de  irop.     One  of  the  crew  facetiously  declined  it  on  principle  ;<— having 
taken  a  temperance  pledge, — ^he  could  not  take  anything  strong.     On 
our  passage  out  of  Loch  Twridon,  the  scenery  appeared  to  much 
greater  adyantage  than  when  entering  it.    Betwixt  buren  rocks  of  oon- 
siderabie  elevation,  small  cultivated  patches  presented  themselves^  on 
which,  were  solitary  bothies,  but  in.<.no  instance  did  we  see  a  human 
being  near  to  them,— -and  if  inhabited,  jia  mefms  of  communication 
was  discernible  to  indicate  it— not  even  a  boat  was  in  sight.     When 
leaving  Loch  Torridon,  we  passed  a  triple  reef  of  rocks,  at  a  considera- 
ble distance  from  land,  which,  being  only  a  few  feet  above  water  we 
kept  dear  of.    In  the  Admiralty  Chart,  the  reef  is  called  by  its  GsbHo 
name— ''^  Sgeir  na  trian/'  wldch  well  describes  it 

We  had  a  good  run,  and  a  stiff  breeze,  round  Rona  Island,  and  reached 
Portree  early  in  the  evening,  where  we  foimd  the  "  Gipsy  Queen"  at 
anchor,  and  were,  shortly  after,  visited  by  the  noble  owner;  which  com- 
pliment we  returned  the  same  evening,  when  he  politely  accompanied 
us  over  his  yaoht,  with  the  arrangements  of  which,  its  perfect  order  and 
cleanliness,  and  the  perfection  of  its  appointments  we  were  much  pleased. 
He  informed  us^  they  were  bound  for  a  cruise  to  Shetland,  the  Orkneys, 
Iceland,  and  else  inhere,  a  pleasure  of  which  we  could  not  help  envying 
him.  With  such  a  yacht,  choice  eompagnons  de  voyage^  an  efficient 
captain  and  crew,  and  everything  calculated  to  make  yachting  pleasure- 
aUe,  (me  may  be  pardoned  for  breaking  the  commandment  which^forlnds 
tiiat  vnchristian  feeling.  The  <<  Gipsy  Queen"  lefk  Portree  at  day 
bfeak  on  the  fi>lk)wing  morning,  for  Stornaway,  with  our  best  wishes 
finr  a  biM  voyage* 

We  left  a  day  later  for  Tobermory.  On  neanng  ArdnamuMhan, 
we  eocperienoed  a  little  ooarse  weather,  which,  at  one  time,  was 
rather  threatening^we  had>  however^  sufficient  of  it  to  cause  a  little 
squeamishness  to  some  of  oar  party^  which  fbniished  matter  for 
joedari^.  A  prepesitioa  was  made,  and  carried  nem.  eon.,  that  an 
aoooimt  of  the  position  of  the  yacht,  and  condition  of  ihese  on  boaird» 
shouU  be  written  and  enebsed  In  a  bottfo— after  having  first  ^spoeed 
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of  the  contents— which   was  promptly  done,  and  the  firflowing  wa- 
prompiu  lines  were  penned  by  one  of  the  party. 

**  A  gale  has  just  commenced  to  blow, 
I  hear  some  smashing  down  below-^ 

The  deck  we  mtut  be  leaying  ; 
Our  skipper  talks  of  heaving-to, 
If  that  be  what  he  means  to  do, 

One  more  will  then  be  hesTlng. 

**  Above  ftre  dark,  and  threatening  clouds. 
The  wind  is  whistling  through  the  shrouds, 

The  timbers  too,  are  creaking  ; 
I  wish  that  I  could  whistle  too,— 
rye  tried,  but  that  I  cannot  do, 
I*m  scarcely  game  for  speaking. 

**  Our  yachters,  now,  are  in  a  fright. 
And  fear  before  to-morrow's  light 

Her  bottom  may  be  knocking — 
On  some  hard  rock,  ten  fathoms  deep. 
Where  we  may  soundly  rest,  and  sleep 

The  sleep  which  needs  no  rocking. 

**  Lest  such  might  be  our  direful  lot. 
We  mulled  some  wine,  and  drank  it  hot, — 

Most  grateful  to  the  throttle  ; 
Then  penned  these  lines,  we  now  enclose, 
Which  might  as  well  haye  been  in  prose— 
And  put  them  in  this  bottle. 

**  If  far  away,  or  in  the  sound. 
This  precious  envoi  should  be  found, — 

Fray  giye  the  intimation, 
To  friends  residing  at  Dunoon, 
And  say  we  hope  to  send  them,  soon, 

Still  farther  information." 

The  threatened  storm  passed  away,  and  we  had  the  satisCeietion  of 
finding  oorselres  anchored  snngly  in  the  little  harbonr  of  Tober* 
morey,  the  following  momiog,  whence  we  took  an  early  departore  for 
Oban.  After  a  day's  sojourn  there,  we  weighed  anchor  for  the  Clyde^ 
via  Crinan  Canal,  and  in  a  few  days,  brought  our  cruise  to  a  happy 
terminationy  after  an  absence  of  six  weeks. 

There  is  something  inexpressibly  captivating  and  gratifybg  to  one 
possessed  of  suitable  physical  organisation,  and  many  feeling,  when 
bounding  orar  the  gleammg  waters,  with  a  cool  fresh  breeie  blowing 
OTer  him,— «nd  above  Iiim<— the  bright  bending  dome  of  Heaven  1 
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To  snob,  eren  a  gale  haf  its  enjoymentSy  and  adyantage8:«^tiie  bef( 
fiMmlties  of  mind  and  body  are  called  into  actiyity,  and  iBe.demand  on 
one's  toot  and  skill,  absorbs  all  unreasonable  fears,  and  makes  one  to 
feel  a  sense  of  security  approxunating  to  unoonseiousness  of  danger. 

Wbat  man,  possesring  ordinary  power  for  the  appreciation  of  iha 
wDDderfbl,  and  the  beautiful  in  nature,  or  a  becoming  rererence  for  the 
Great  Creator,  could  look  around  him,  on  the  mighty  works  of  bis 
hand,— <m  the  dark  blue  mountains  towering  to  the  skies,-— and  on  the 
■pparently  interminable  expanse  of  the  ocean,  and  not  say  to  himself-— 
Cfod  is  here  1  and  feel  more  than  ever  disposed  to  trust  to  Him,  and 
exdaim,  with  the  inspired  Psalmist  *'  in  his  hands  are  all  the  comers  of 
the  earth ;  the  strength  of  the  hills  is  hii  also ;  the  sea  is  his^  and  be 
made  it  I !'' 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


AvTKB  rescuing  the  pinnace,  helping  up  the  wounded,  and  hoisting  up 
the  dead,  and  boat,  I  got  the  Captau's  hobby,  his  Deal  gig,  slung^ 
hoisted  up»  and  secured,  without  a  scratch.  I  then  looked  round  fSov 
aome  one  to  report  myself  to,  and  seeing  the  Captain  leaning  against 
the  capstan,  and  knowing  Mr.  Firsilough  had  been  carried  into  the  rick 
bay,  in  a  state  bordering,  on  one  of  our  Irish  waister's  exclamations^ 
**  kilt  intirely,^  I  went  up  to  him,  and  said,  *'  Come  on  board,  sir,'*  fully 
expecting  he  would  rejoin,  **  Is  my  boat  safe,  sir  ?**  to  which  I  meant  to 
fay,  ^  Oh  yes,  quite,  sir,"  of  course  certain  he  would  add  **  Very  well, 
thank  you,  sir  f  but  the  whole  matter  was  condensed  into  his  saying, 
in  a  Tery  savage  way,  *'  Go  to  — — ,  rir."  So  I  sneaked  off  in  a  yeiy 
ehopfidlen  plight,  too  glad  to  obey  his  orders,  and  go  belaWf  although, 
not  to  that  place,  where,  on  arriying  at,  the  man  of  old  exclaimed,  Sie 
lobar,  hoe  opus  esL  After  the  dead  were  buried,  and  the  wounded 
attended  to,  the  Captain  ordered  our  head  to  be  pomted  to  Plymouth^ 
and  then  went  below  to  mourn  over  the  loss  of  two  lieutenant!,  thrse 
middys  (doubtful  as  to  his  mourning  for  them),  and  about  60  able-bo£ed 
seamen,  ineluding  his  coxswain,  who  was  his  copfidential  servant  and 
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fiMtotoaii  and  whose  head  he  never  made  a  tai*get  of  far  trumpet  or 
teleseope  practice. 

I  went  to  see  Mr.  Firstlougfay  who  made  me  cry  because  he  laughed 
whilst  the  doctor  was  extracting  a  musket  bullet  from  his  shoidder  blade^ 
and  who  told  me  the  French  yessel's  decks  were  full  of  soldiers  lyiogp 
-flat  down;  and  that  they  must  have  had  three  loaded  muskets  each*  for 
three  yoDeys  in  succession  were  fired  into  the  boats  in  less  than  one 
minute  to  their  well  nigh  total  destruction.  He  said  he  should  put  me 
into  the  second  lieutenant^s  watch  that  night»  that  officer  being  now 
acting  as  firsts  and  not  knowing  one  end  of  a  ship  from  another,  all 
hands  having  christened  him  **  Down  jib  and  wear  her."  He  Idd  mm 
it  anything  went  wrong  to  sidle  up  to  him,  and  gently  hint  at  what  be 
ought  to  do,  or,  as  Mr.  Firstlough  facetiously  observed,  "  He^-d  play  the 
devil  and  turn  up  Jack." 

Now,  our  second  Luff  was  a  tallish,  thinnish,  prettyish,  sillyish, 
proudish  young  nobleman,  made  up  of  negatives,  his  only  impulse  was 
a  mbstanHve  objection  to  any  kind  of  duty,  and  a  complete  absence  of 
all  knowledge  of  its  details.  He  was  the  antipodes  of  an  officer  and 
seaman,  but  really  a  gentleman  in  feeling  and  ideas,  except  that  he  had 
too  few  of  the  latter  at  his  command,  to  exhibit  the  first  to  any  but  the 
closest  observer.  Now,  it  so  happened  that  the  calm  of  that  haplesa 
morning  lasted  till  sundown,  and  then  heavy  clouds  began  to  rise  up 
over  the  English  shore,  and  then  light  airs  from  south  to  nortfa-weat» 
just  filling  the  royals,  and  leaving  the  lower  and  heavier  saik  lying  fiat 
to  the  masts.  It  was,  in  short,  one  of  those  days  at  any  time  tiie  moat 
irksome  to  a  seaman  ;  but  to-day,  finom  its  commencement  of  tragical 
excitement,  particularly  so ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  wind  is  sometimes 
seduced  to  breathe  by  whutling,  most  certainly  the  breeaes  of  that  day 
had  the  virtue  of  self-denial  strong  upon  them,  for  400  men>  less  60, 
were  whistling,  $otto  venU,  all  day  for  their  advent,  without  effect. 
Young  ''  Down  jib  and  wear  her,''  had  the  first  watdi,  and  so  had  I. 
It  was  dark  as  a  wolf's  throaty  and  driazling,  and  nearly  calm  at  eight 
o'clock,  when  I  went  on  deck,  every  roll  the  frigate  gave  sending  each 
particular  creek  of  every  yard,  mast,  gun,  or  bulkshead  right  through 
you,  making  you  feel  as  if  something  or  other  would  either  jam  you  or 
fall  on  you  ;  and  then  the  dead  silence  was  painful,  all  hands  performing 
dummy  in  de&renee  to  our  fearful  loss  of  the  morning. 

Well,  "  Aristocres/*  as  I  shall  call  him,  had  the  watch  mustered,  sent 
a  master's  mate  forward  in  charge,  and  told  me  to  stay  bA  along  with 
another  middy  ;  which  we  did,  perambulating  the  lee  side  of  the 
quarter  deck^  and  whispering  sorrowful  talk  about  the  morning's  mis- 
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adveoton.  AxiatoerM  walked  Ihe  waadier  Bida  of  the  deck  in  hie  tuuel 
mimafig,  undeeided  way>  fbrtunaioly  aonoyiDg  nobody  elee^  as  waa  hie 
wont  when  walking  the  deck  in  company,  for  let  him  be  either  before 
joa  or  behind  yoo,  he  never  knew  where  to  torn  or  Btop,  and  either  trod 
en  your  heele,  or  polled  op  under  yonr  nose  invariably. 

The  flfaip  in  the  meantime  swinging  round  and  round  to  each  variable 
air  that  eanght  her  until  about  half-past  ten  o'clock,  when  a  strong  goal 
e£  wind  took  her  a  little  on  the  weather  bow,  just  filling  her  fore  and 
aft  eaiby  but  shivering  her  square  sails.  Aiiatocres  said»  (his  only 
expletive),  ^  by  George,  eh  I  what  this,  eh  !  Quartermaster,  how's  bee 
head,  eh''  ?  ''N.N.W.^W.  sir,  and  her's  a  comin  round  wrong  way 
sir."  *^  Bj  George,  eh  !  forward  there,  stand  by,  eh,  your  head  sheeti^ 
cii.''  And  here,  instead  of  standing  still  and  asking  which  side  they 
W0re  hauled  over  on,  he  rushed  forward,  and  made  them  haul  them  over 
to  ^setponi^  they  being  to  windward^  and  all  right  to  pay  her  off  if  heM 
let  them  alone.  1  got  the  af^guard  to  the  weather  fore  bracesi  and 
stood  waiting  orders,  which  not  coming,  I  said  to  myself,  as  I  thoughti 
(« D— 41  his  stupid  head  1   why  don^t  he  box  round  his  head  yards  T' 

The  last  word  yet  lingered  on  my  lips,  when  a  heavy  hand  waa  laid 
upon  my  shoulder,  and,  looking  up  and  round,  I  feli  rather  than  saw 
our  dreadful  skipper  standmg  over  me.  He  only  said,  <*  Box  urn  your- 
self. Sir,"  and  in  an  instant  they  were  flying  round,  1  screaming  out  to 
Uiaai  '*  Farrudr  to  "Let  go  the  weather  fore-bow-line,  and  haul  out 
the  lee  one  T  when  Aristocres  came  blundering  stem-on  to  the  Captain 
at  the  weather-gangway,  squeaking  out^  <*  By  George,  eh  !  who's  let 
go  the  head-braces,  eh  !  without  my  orders^  eh  1^  The  Captain  re-* 
plied,  *^  I  befieve^  Sir,  they  held  on  as  long  as  they  could,  and  then  let 
themselves  go :  ^yau  had  better  wait  till  your  after  sails  are  well  full, 
and  then  restore  them  to  their  former  position."  By  this  time  the  ship 
had  paid  o£^Nwe  braced  up  the  head-yards,  took  in  royals  and  flying-jib^ 
coiled  up  the  ropes,  and  order  was  restored. 

The  captain  then  went  below,  and,  shortly  after,  the  steward  came  to 
say  he  wished  to  speak  with  me  in  the  cabin.  Oh,  what  a  fimk  I  was 
ia,  to  be  sure.  If  I'd  been  ordered  to  furl  the  main-royal  single-handed, 
sad  send  the  yard  down,  it  would  have  been  unalloyed  happiness  in 
oompariaon,  but  there  was  no  help  for  it,  so  away  I  went  in  fear  and 
trembling,  and  found  him  seated  at  the  table  facing  me.  He  looked  as 
nusetable  and  cross  a  man  as  you'd  meet  in  a  month's  walk^  as  he  said, 
'^  Pkay,  air,  may  I  venture  to  inquire  where  it  was  you  learned  to  swear 
and  get  a  frigate  out  of  irons."  I  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  stammer 
out,  **  If  you  please,  Sir,  I  learn't  it  in  the  cpal  trade.'*    **  In  what  ?^' 
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betoaredoiit.  loooldonly  repeat  the  dark  (act,  and  explain  the  whole 
matter  as  it  leallj  stood,  to  which  he  give  an  unbroken  attention,  smd 
sat  in  deep  thought  for  a  minute  or  two  afterwards,  when  he  nad, 
^  Hark  ye,  young  gentleman  ;  your  knowledge  of  seamanship^  howe¥«r 
acquired,  is  invaluable  to  you  in  thb  s^vioe ;  but  remember.  Sir,  if  the 
most  urgent  duty  of  any  service  cannot  be  executed  without  the  aid  of 
bfaupphemy,  it  had  better  remain  undone  than  performed  by  so  disgrace* 
fill  an  aid ;  and  by  -^,  Sif ,  if  I  hear  it  from  yon  again,  Fll  punish  yoo 
most  severely."  Curious  effect  of  habit.  He  swore  and  literally  knew 
It  not. 

When  we  got  to  Plymouth  we  found  the  head  of  our  mainmast  gooey 
bowsprit  sprung  between  the  knightheads,  and  nearly  every  yard  in  the 
ship  pretty  much  in  the  same  state  ;  so  we  were  ordered  to  st^  and 
vefit  ship,  and  get  fresh  hands  in  lieu  of  those  we  had  lost  As  to 
masts  and  spars*  it  was  a  miracle  we  had  any  left  at  ail,  for  there  was 
«  sort  of  tacit  understanding  between  the  Captain  and  first  lieutenant^ 
tfiat  they  each  could  carry  on  sail  vrithout  serious  loss  or  injury  to  the 
ship,  a  lee^  longer  than  the  other,  and  the  way  they  both  did  keep 
sail  on  the  ship  in  chase  was  fearftil  to  behold,  causing  our  sailing  master 
agonies  of  fear  and  anger  ifonderful  to  relate.  But  Mr.  Firstlongh 
always  fixed  him  by  carrying  on  till  he  could  not  start  tack  or  sheet 
witliout  springing  a  yard  or  carrying  away  a  boom,  and  then,  when  old 
**  Meridian,''  as  he  was  culled,  demonstrated,  he  would  say,  in  his  mode 
polite  way — ^  Well*  my  dear  sir,  so  I  would  if  I  could,  but"  (laying 
his  hand  on  a  studdings&dl  tack,  or  a  weather  brace)  "just  feel  here,  it 
would  be  madness,  you  know,  to  start  any  loipe  with  such  a  strain  as 
that  on  it ;  only  if  yotf  like  to  do  it  on  your  own  responsibility,  why, 
pray  do."  , 

However,  one  day  both  he  and  the  captain  .were  fSeurly  put  to  the 
blush  by  old  ^'  Meridian  "as  to  over  packing  on  the  ship»  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  One  morning  at  daylight.  Cape  Clear  distant  about  30 
miles,  the  man  at  the  masthead  called  out  "  Sail  ho!"  and  on  b^ng 
asked  whereaway,  he  said  a  little  on  the  starboard  bow,  alongshore^  and 
beating  to  the  nothward,  and  seemed  to  be  a  large  lugger."  The  last 
word  acted  like  a  galvanic  battery  on  all  hands.  "  Make  sail,"  was  the 
cry.  We  were  to  windward,  the  wind  at  N. W.  and  a  clear  horixon,  and 
in  a  jiSy  the  frigate  had  every  rag  set  she  could  spread.  Schedam, 
tobacco,  Brussels  lace,  tea,  and  prize  money  floated  before  our  enrap- 
tured eyes  and  ideas,  in  the  said  lugger  and  her  precious  freight.  The 
lugger  kept  her  luff  for  one  minute  only  after  our  extra  canvas  began 
to  spread  itself  to  the  breeze,  and  then  round  she  went  before  the  wind, 
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and  with  her  two  t&i*ge  logs,  boomed  out  on  each  aide  like  the  wbgs  of 
m  mwBDf  anray  she  went  and  we  after  her  like  fory. 

I  am  quite  afraid  to  say  how  many  speaking-trumpets  and  spyglasses 
were  demolished  during  the  early  part  of  this  day;  but  by  noon  the 
^wind  had  freshened  to  a  good  stifiP  breeM,  the  sea  was  getting  up  too, 
both  which  matters  were  in  favour  of  the  frigate,  and  we  were  tearing 
past  the  land  like  a  greyhound  in  chase  of  a  hare^  but  the  sud  hare  was 
Tcry  Kttle  nearer  than  at  first  start ;  for  when  the  wind  was  light  and 
the  water  smooth,  she  ran  as  hat  as  we  did,  and  when  it  freshened  to  a 
atiff-third  of  a  gale,  our  captain  and  first  luff  so  oyerpowered  the  frigate 
with  canvas,  that  her  three  masts  were  leaning  forward  like  as  many 
fishing  rods,  with  a  salmon  lugging  away  at  each  of  them,  and  the  result 
was;,  that  at  4  p.m.  on  a  day  in  April  we  were  as  far  off  our  chase  as 
•rer,  say  12  or  15  miles.  The  frigate  was  struggling  through,  instead 
of  Offer  the  water,  pressed  bodily  down  by  her  weight  of  canvas. 

Mr.  Firstlough  was  watching  the  helmsmen,  and  the  captain  chewing 
something  or  other  between  his  teeth,  as  was  his  wont  when  savage  or 
excited.  When  old  Meridan  crossing  his  walk,  he  asked  him  if  he 
thought  we  were  gaining  on  the  lugger  ?  **  No  ;  certainly  not.'^  But 
why,  what  could  be  the  reason  :  the  ship  had  every  stitch  she  could 
carry  set^  and  was  flying  through  the  water  ?  Tes  ;  but  the  lugger  had 
gained,  rather  than  lost,  in  old  Meridan^s  opinion  ;  and  further,  with 
all  doe  respect  to  his  superior  officer,  unless  sail  was  reduced  on  the  ship, 
we  should  never  catch  her  this  side  of  eternity.  The  captain  gave  a 
sort  of  half  whistle,  half  chuckle,  and  said,  "  Oh,  then,  I  suppose  you 
think  you  could  put  salt  on  her  tail,  Mr  ,  if  I  placed  you  in  com- 

mand without  control  ?"  **  Certainly,  Sir,"  was  the^direct,  but  respect- 
fully made  rejoinder,  when  the  captain  at  once  said  to  Mr.  Firstlough, 
**  I've  placed  the  ship  in  the  hands  of  the  master,  to  catch  that  fellow 
in  his  own  way  ;  so  come  down  and  dine  with  me,  while  he  carries  o^, 
our  carryings  on. 

Old  Meridian  took  off  the  three  royals,  and  top  gallant  studding-sails 
to  begin  with.  In  half  an  hour  we  were  perceptibly  nearer  our  chase, 
then  in  came  both  lower  studding-suls  ;  we  gained  a  little  more  ground 
on  her,  the  wind  still  getting  up.  Then  in  came  topmast  studding-sails; 
yet  a  little  nearer  we  crept  up  to  her»  and  at  seven  p.m.  we  took  in  the 
fint  reef  of  all  three  topsaib  and  set  topgallant-suls  again  over  them, 
and  the  ship,  no  longer  pressed  down  like  a  dwarf,  with  a  giant's  hand 
en  his  head,  fiew  like  a  bird  over  the  seas  ;  by  half-past  seven  our  bow« 
chasers  began  to  tell  at  long  range  elevation;  by  eight  we  could  just  see 
her  people  on  her  deck,  and  she  began  to  fire  her  stem-chasers,  and  drill 
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holes  through  our  foresails  and  chip  our  spars.  By  half-past  eight  she 
was  nearly  within  hail  under  our  hows,  our  Captain  standing  between 
our  knightheads,  fully  exposed  to  her  fire,  and  swearing  he  would  hang 
them  all  when  he  caught  them,  but  somehow  we  never  could  hit  her 
spars,  until  at  last  we  saw  her  fore  lug  come  down  by  the  run  on  the 
port  Bide,  and  gathered  in  in  great  apparent  confusion*  the  French  en- 
sign being  hoisted  half-mast  at  the  same  moment. 

We  at  once  ceased  firing,  but  could  not  see  in  the  dusk  what  they  were 
about  with  the  fore  lug  for  the  main  one,  till  the  lugger,  when  within  twice 
her  own-length  of  our  bows,  clapped  her  helm  hard  a  lee,  ran  up  her  fore 
lug,  hauled  aft  all  her  sheets  and  crossed  our  port  weather  beam  before 
you  could  say  "Jack  Robinson."  There  was  stand  by  your  weather 
guns  and  blaae  away  at  her,  « luff  up,"  and  "brace  up"  and  "Hsrack  on 
after  her,"  but  no  sooner  did  our  fore  yard  feel  the  weight  of  the  wind 
than  it  parted,  having  been  hit  by  hor  shot,  and  we  had  nothing  for  ti 
but  to  feel  «  teetotally  chawed  up."  The  lugger  we  never  saw  again  ; 
but  a  smarter  bit  of  nautical  dodge  could  not  have  been  put  in  force 
than  his  ruse  to  get  to  windward  of  us.  All  the  time  we  thought  we 
had  skot  away  his  port  (or  left  hand)  lug  halyards,  he  had  let  them  go 
to  deceive  us,  thereby  to  shift  the  sail  over  out  of  our  sight  before  the 
main  lug,  so  as  to  have  it  on  the  right  side  when  about  to  haul  his  wind«. 
We  were  properly  used  up^  I  can  tell  you  ! 
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The  minds  of  those,  miles  away  from  the  treacherous  ocean,  are  filled 
with  horror  at  the  remtal  of  the  scenes  of  death  and  destruction  which, 
ever  and  anon  are  exhibited  on  our  coasts,  where  for  want  of  harboure 
of  refuge  thousands  of  our  fellow-men  are  hurled  unprepared  into  eter- 
nity. How  long  is  tins  to  continue  ?  Is  it  to  be  endured  until  some 
high  and  mighty  personages  are  involved  in  the  &te  of  the  poor  seamen; 
or  till  one  or  more  of  the  expensive  modeb  of  the  British  Navy  are 
made  matchwood  ?  Then  indeed  will  the  nation  rise  to  action  and  im- 
portune ministers  to  provide  havens  for  her  fleets.  But  why  should  we 
wait  for  these  results,  has  not  su£Sicient  damage  been  done  to  our  commar- 
dal  navy  to  awaken  those  sleepy  beings  to  perform  a  duty  this  maritime 
nation  requires!  We  do  not  meanjto,  even  insinuate  that  M  the  late 
fearful  calamities  were  caused  by  this  want»  but  a  large  number  of  shipe 
and  crews  might  have  been  saved  if  Harbours  of  B^fuge  were  provided. 
On  Saturday  the  9th  of  February,  a  gale  suddenly  arose  on  the  north- 
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east  eoasty  one  whkh  (at  ita  dtatractiTe  qndities  has  very  seMom  been 
equalled.  Hundreds  of  shipping  were  wrecked,  stranded  or  engnlphed 
In  the  boiling  sniC  and  the  loss  to  the  Insorance  Offices  will  be  g^at; 
hat  however  distressing  this  may  be,  what  is  it  in  comparison  to  the 
lots  of  life,  what  return  is  there  for  the  widow  and  fiitherless?  The 
eoffen  of  Insurance  Societies  can  find  funds  for  new  ships  ;  but  where 
k  Society  that  cam  letnril  to  his  home  the  affectionate  Father  and 
Imabaiidf  alas!  none.  The  angty  ware  has  buried  in  ita  bosom  all  that 
was  dear  to  that  once  happy  home.  To  enumerate  the  whole  of  these 
wad  scooes  would  fill  a  volume  of  oar  periodical,  therefore  we  most  be 
content  to  give  a  brief  detail,  and  the  letter  of  Ralph  Ward  Jackson, 
Esq.,  of  Greatham  Hall  Hartlepool  will  shew  the  feaiiuhiess  of  this  day, 
and  he  thus  gives  us  the  terrible  effects:*— 

'*The  feariulloss  of  life  and  destmction  of  shipping  which  has  taken  place 
in  Hartlepool  bay  to-day  (Saturday)  induces  me  to  send  yon  the  following 
detuls: — A  heavy  gale  set  in  early  in  the  morning  from  E.8.E.  to  E.N.E., 
and  ccmtinned  with  great  violence  during  the  day.  About  eleven  o'clock 
a.m^  it  being  then  not  half  flood -tide  a  large  fleet  of  ships  in  the  offing  were 
obliged  to  bear  up  and  run  for  Hsrtlepool  bay  for  refuge  and  to  save  life,  it 
being  impossible  for  them,  as  the  gale  was  blowing,  to  get  off*  the  land  on 
either  tack.  A  scene  of  fearful  and  distressing  confusion  ensued.  Many 
ships  entered  the  two  tidal  harbours  and  were  saved ;  but  in  the  course  of 
the  day  upwards  of  fifty  ships  were  wrecked.  As  nearly  as  can  be  calculated 
thirty  of  them  are  total  losses;  of  many  not  a  vestige  remains,  and  eight 
fimndered  with  every  soul,  while  thousands  of  persons  on  shore  were  looking 
on  unable  to  render  assistance.  Not  less  than  £150,000  worth  of  property 
and  a  large  number  of  valuable  lives  have  thus  been  sacrificed  in  Hartlepool 
bay  alone  in  a  few  hours  of  broad  daylight.  There  are  ships  from  every  port 
on  this  coast,  laden  and  lighti  but  principally  light.  Many  are  of  a  large 
taze  and  well  manned,  and  bound  from  neighbouring  northern  ports  for  long 
foreign  voyages.  The  two  Life-boats  of  the  West  Hartlepool  Harbour  Com- 
pany, the  Seaman's  Life-boat,  and  the  Life- boat  of  the  National  Society  at 
the  old  harbour  of  Hartlepool,  were  engaged  for  many  hours,  and  succeeded 
in  saving  a  large  number  of  lives.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  her  Majesty's 
government  vrill  see  the  necessity  of  no  longer  delaying  to  take  the  requisite 
measures  for  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commissioners 
mto  Hartlepool  bay,  and  performing  the  duty  of  this  great  nation  to  do 
more  to  save  the  lives  of  her  brave  seamen  and  her  vast  shipping.  The  brig 
Hiring  Son  of  Sunderland,  went  on  shore  near  the  Heugh  Light-bouse,  and, 
mebmcholy  to  relate,  her  crew  perished,  excepting  the  mate,  who,  while  the 
ship  was  in  colli^on  in  the  early  part  of  the  morning  with  a  schooner  called 
the  fjcpress.  Captain  Crosby  of  London,  jumped  on  board  that  vessel,  and 
thus  preserved  himself  fi-om  the  fate  which  befel  his  comrades,  although  the 
Express  was  afterwards  wrecked,  but  the  crew  were  rescued.  A  large  vessel 
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bound  to  Chioa,  from  the  Tyae,  called  th»  Kelso,  Captaia  Varwell,  stnick 
on  the  LoDgscar  rocka,  and  the  crew  took  to  the  rigging,  where  tbej  re- 
mained nearly  twelve  hours  before  they  were  rescued  by  the  Life-boat. 
One  pooV  little  fellow,  however,  the  cabin  boy,  Thomas  Jones,  aged  thirteen 
while  in  the  rigging,  went  to  sleep,  fell  overboard  and  was  drowned.'* 

This  is  a  description  of  the  destraction  at  Hartlepool,  bat  other  places 
also  had  heart-rending  tragic  scenes.  At  Redoar  the  brig  Lady  De 
Crespigny,  belonging  to  Colchester,  and  the  schooner  Apolles  of  Schie- 
dam, laden  with  coal,  were  carried  on  the  rocks,  and  became  total 
wrecks,  and  every  soul  on  board  met  with  a  watery  grave. 

At  Whitby  a  truly  melancholy  catastrophe  happened,— eeven  yesseb 
were  driven  ashore^  and  the  life-boat  had  been  out  to  the  whole  of  theae 
ships,  and  the  crew  had  acted  most  heroically  on  each  occasion,  reecuing 
the  hands  from  the  stranded  vessels.  So  far  all  had  gone  well,  bat  alas! 
one  more  call  was  made  on  these  hereos — ^the  ship  Merchant  was  driven 
on  the  beach^  and  the  band  again  launched  their  boat»  the  sea  at  the 
time  rising  in  mountainous  waves.  The  people  on  the  shore  implored 
them  not  to  venture,  but  it  was  enough  for  these  brave  fellowa  that 
their  services  were  needed.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  a  tre- 
mendous cross  sea  upset  the  boat,  and  those  noble  fellows  were  them- 
selves struggling  for  life.  Their  cork  belts  kept  them  up  for  some 
time,  and  strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  save  them,  without  success, 
and  all  but  one,  within  forty  yards  of  the  shore  sank  martyrs  to  their 
bravery  and  humanity.  Thousands  witnessed  this  awful  calamity,  and 
among  them  the  wives,  children,  and  relatives  were  mingled, — their 
heartrending  screams  adding  to  the  horrors  of  that  frightful  scene.  The 
one  brave  fellow  saved  attributes  his  preservation  from  the  fact  of  his 
having  on  a  cork  wautooat  m  addition  to  the  belt.  This  life- boat  did 
not  belong  to  the  Royal  National  Institution,  and  when  capsized  nerer 
righted  again. 

A  similar  calamity  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Wells  on  the  Norfolk 
coast,  near  Cromer.  Whilst  the  gale  was  at  its  height  on  the  momin|^ 
of  Feb.  9th,  about  9  o'clock,  the  barque  Favorite,  bound  to  Terre  del 
Mar  from  Hartlepool,  was  driven  on  the  Blakeney  West  Sands.  Eight 
brare  fishermen  rentured  out  to  the  rescue  of  the  crew,  the  sea  was 
running  high,  and  on  nearing  the  aand  the  boat  capsized  and  melan- 
choly to  relate,  the  whole  of  the  poor  fellows  were  drowned.  They 
were  all  married  and  have  left  large  fomilies. 

This  terific  gale  from  the  north-east,  swept  along  the  Irish  coast 
causing  fearful  havoc.  On  the  8th,  at  1 1  p.m.,  it  was  first  felt  in  the 
channel,  the  Leinster,  carrying  the  mails  leflt  Kingstown,  but  she  had 
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aOt  ^ii»  farther  than  tlie  KUIv  ^hen  the  ebooontofed  the  gdi^  add  fe- 
tiimed  into  harbour  with  lota  of  hnrrieane  decsk,  and  the  po8t*offioe  in- 
undated. On  the  morning  of  the  9th  aboat  7  o'clock,  three  vessels 
were  seen  making  for  the  harbonr,  when  two  of  them  the  Neptune,  of 
Kingstown,  and  the  Industry,  of  Whitehaven,  were  driven  towards  the 
eastern  pier,  and  became  complete  wrecks,  only  two  of  the  crew  were 
saved.  The  third  vessel,  the  Mary  Ann,  of  Belfast,  was  enabled  to  get 
to  Sandy  Cove,  and  though  water-logged,  her  crew  took  to  the  boats 
and  got  safe  on  shore.  Aa  nugfat  be  naturally  expected,  the  orew  of 
H.M.S.  Ajaz»  headed  by  theb  gallant  captain  (Boyd,)  were  quickly  on 
the  spot  to  endeavour  to  rescue  the  crews  of  the  two  former  vessels,  and 
we  regret  to  add,  in  the  attempt*  Capt.  Boyd,  and  several  of  his  crew 
were  swept  away  and  perished  in  sight  of  thousands  of  their  feUow  men 
who  were  unable  to  render  them  assistance.  The  gallant  captain  had 
been  long  stationed  here,  and  was  universally  respected  by  all  classes. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  five  children  to  deplore  his  &tet 

la  Kingstown  harbour,  the  destrucdon  of  property  was  immense — ^at 
an  early  hour  vessels  begun  to  drag  their  anchors,  and  strewed  the  shore 
with  wreck. 

In  addition  to  the  numerous  list  of  nearly  300  vessels  lost  during  this 
gale*  we  have  to  record*  the  wreck  of  the  iron-buiH  ship  City  of  Luck- 
now,  belonging  to  Glasgow.  .  She  is  nearly  1,200  tons  burthen,  and 
only  Sidled  from  the  Clyde  on  the  day  previous  to  the  gale,  and  on  ar- 
riving off  the  Bay  of  Bangor,  near  Belfast,  who  drove  ashore,  and 
became  a  wreck.  The  crew  and  passengers  with  the  exception  of  one 
sailor  were  saved.  The  ship  and  cargo  were  insured  for  £120,000. 
Two  ateatnera  also  were  wrecked,  one  the  London  and  Jersey  iron  screw 
Metropolis,  600  tons,  on  the  return  voyage  from  the  Thamesi  struck 
upon  the  Roundiere  rock,  off  Elisabeth  castle.  She  filled  and  sunk,  the 
crew  escaping  in  the  boats.  The  other,  the  Syria,  600  tons,  of  London- 
derry, on  her  voyage  from  Belfast  to  Morecombe,  went  ashore  on  the 
Shell  wharf,  were  she  filled.  The  crew  and  passengers  were  safety 
laaded. 

Admiral  Fitzroy  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  Times: — 

8ia«— A  letter  in  the  Times  this  day  from  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Hartlepool,  not 
only  requires  some  remarks  from  me  (as  the  meteorological  officer  acting 
under  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trade),  but  majf  be  used  as  a  peg  on  which 
to  hang  a  few  sentences  of  practical  information  about  a  frequently  mis- 
understood fact — the  rising  of  a  barometer  before  and  during  a  northerly 
(north-weet  to  north-eastftl^)  gale. 
Mr.  Jaekson  says  that  the  barometer  had  been  "low  with  south-west 
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winds ;  on  Friday  tnorniDg  began  to  rise,  and  continned  rising,  witb  a  de- 
creasing temperature,  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  from  24  hours  before  the 
gale,  to  24  hours  after.**  And  if  he  had  read  the .  sixpenny  Baromeier 
Manualf  published  yearly  since  1856,  and  circulated  gratis  in  many  directions/ 
especially  among  the  fishermen  around  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  he  woald 
have  known  that  these  very  signs,  after  an  unusually  low  barometer,  and 
southerly  wind,  indicated  strong  northerly  gales.  In  the  morning  of  Wed- 
nesday, February  6th,  the  barometers  (two  Eew  verified)  at  Nairn  were  at 
28*66.  At  Penzance,  only  four  days  previously,  other  two  similar  ones  were 
8t  30  80.  From  the  1st  to  the  7th  of  February — a  whole  week — the  baro- 
meter not  only  continued  falling,  or  oscillated  (always  a  bad  sign),  over  all 
the  British  islands,  but  it  fell  remarkably  low  at  some  places. 

On  Tuesday  night,  the  5th,  it  blew  **  a  tremendous  gale  from  the  soath- 
west"  at  Queenstown.  At  Dover,  the  wind,  early  on  the  6th,  was  reported 
at  10  in  force,  fiom  the  south-west.  In  South  Kent  it  was  called  a  '*  hur- 
ricane,*' and  at  sea,  southward  of  Ireland,  vessels  had  "a  south-wester"  in 
full  violence. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  were  quiet,  comparatively,  here ;  not  so  within 
a  few  hundred  miles — at  Marseilles  and  elsewhere,  periiaps  including  the 
Black  Sea  ;  but  on  Friday,  the  foretold  northerly  gale  began  to  blow,  and  as 
it  restored  the  level  or  equilibrium  of  the  atmosphere,  of  course  it  raited 
the  barometer. 

Some  observations  in  the  Skipping  Oazette  of  the  14th  inst.  induced  me 
to  write  a  letter  to  the  editor,  in  which  was  the  following  passage  : — 

**  The  barometer  began  to  rise  just  before  the  gale  set  in  from  the  north- 
ward, rising  more  rapidly  as  it  blew  stronger.  And  why  ?  Because  the 
polar  current,  of  wind  was  rushing,  as  a  fluid  current,  towards  the  place  of 
low  barometer,  where  a  comparative  deficiency  had  existed,  which  it  not  only 
filled  up,  but,  having  once  acquired  impetus,  or  momentum,  filled  up  to  a 
height  exceeding  that  which  is  usual,  or  normal,  at  the  sea  level— namely, 
about  do  inches.  The  previous  fall  of  the  barometer,  with  unusually  high 
temperature,  expressed,  as  plainly  as  words,  *  southerly  wind,  with  rain.' 
(Southerly  including  south-east  to  south-westerly.)  That  wind,  though  it 
blew  hard,  did  not  restore  the  level  (or  equilibrimn)  of  the  atmosphere,  and» 
therefore,  till  the  polar  current  approached,  the  glass  continued  to  ftll,  or 
oscillated,  whUe  low.  Directly  the  northerly  wind*s  approach  was  felt  the 
barometer  began  to  rise,  the  thermometer  was  already  fiilling,  and  both  thus 
moved  for  a  time  in  opposite  directions,  one  rising  for  the  direction  of  the 
wind,  while  the  other  fell  for  its  temperature.*' 

The  great  practical  difficulty  in  using  a  barometer  is  avoiding  the  natural 
inclination  to  draw  conclusions  hastily — without  thinking  enough  of  its  fore- 
telling properties — so  often  insisted  on  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Manuai^  and 
rather  more  explanatory  pamphlet  the  Barometir  Grade, 

The  main  currents  of  atmosphere,  polar  and  tropical,  taking  them  on  a 
large  scale,  advance  along  the  earth's  surfiice  side- by  side  in  nearly  opposite 
directions,  more  or  less  superposed,  or  conflicting  in  every  kind  of  combina* 
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tion,  and  tuning  each  other  in  all  varieties  of  eddies  (cyclones)!  though, 
nraallj  one  way. 

While  advancing  northward  or  southward  they  move  also  laterally,  like  a 
ship  making  leeway,  towards  the  east,  their  elasticity,  fluid  properties,  and 
different  temperature  (solar  influence  and  electricity,  of  course,  the  main 
springs)  occasioning  all  the  varieties  of  weather,  all  the  alternations  and  de- 
grees of  vapour,  fog,  rain,  snow,  hail,  and  cloud  that  we  experience. 

The  gales  of  the  5th,  8th,  'and  9th  of  this  month  were  two  cyclonic  com- 
binations.  One  cyclone,  of  which  the  centrical  area  bore  north-westward 
6om  Nairn^  in  Scotland,  was  of  large  extent  and  slow  motion. 

Its  southern  half  was  checked  and  temporarily  overborne  by  another  ad- 
vancing rapidly  from  the  south-westward,  which  combined  with  and  augmen- 
ted the  strength  of  the  polar  current  that  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
(lOth)  swept  across  the  North  Sea,  Western  Europe,  and  beyond  the  west  of 
Ireland,  much  further  and  wider  than  the  extent  of  the  Royal  Charter  storm* 
Widely  extended  and  very  general  irregularities  of  the  atmosphere  (such 
as  were  shown  by  instruments  before  the  Royal  Charter,  the  Whitsuntide, 
the  St.  Kilda,  and  other  storms)  are  easily  noticed,  and  are  certain  to  be 
followed  by  more  or  less  strength  of  wind,  although  not  in  all,  or  even  many 
places,  because  currents  of  wind,  like  those  of  water,  circulate*  intermix,  or 
follow  one  another,  moving  swiftly  in  some  breadths,  slowly  in  others,  scarcely 
at  all  in  or  near  their  respective  centres  of  circulation.  Hence  some  places 
escape  the  violence  of  a  storm,  while  others,  even  near  them,  feel  its  full 
fury. 

Elaborate  and  complicated  as  may  be  the  scientific  researches  of  meteo- 
rology, the  practical  use  of  its  results  is  happily  most  simple  and  availably 
open  to  any  one  who  will  read  brief  instructions,  notice  ordinary  weather 
glasses,  and  observe  the  change  in  the  Heavens. 
February  16M,  1861.  Robert  Fitzsot. 


THE  FORETELLING  OF  STORMS. 

The  progress  of  Meteorological  science  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
practical  men,  who  are  competent  to  judge  of  its  effieiency,  so  as  to 
give  timely  warning  of  approaching  bad  weather  on  our  coast,  which 
it  will  he  to  the  benefit  of  all  seafaring  men  to  attend  to.  Before  the 
gale  of  the  9th  of  Feb.,  it  is  evident  from  the  follovnng  letter  from 
Admiral  Fitzroy,  notice  was  sent  to  many  places  to  prepare  for  the 
forthcoming  storm  :— - 

Memos AMDiTM  on  Storm  Wabhikq  Siqitals. 

'  Sir. — A  Column  of  your  paper  is  filled  to-day  with  accounts  of  a  severe 
north-east  gale. 

All  the  much  firequented  ports  of  our  coasts  might  have  been  warned— 
a  ?ery  few  places  were  actually  warned— three  days  before  this  storm. 
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On  WedDesday  last  the  following  notice  was  given  at  Aberdeen,  Hiil1« 
Yarinouthi  Dover,  Liverpool,  Queenstown,  Valencia,  and  Galway,— (besides 
other  places)  by  telegraph: — 

Board  of  Trade  (and  Admiralty)  Meteorological  Departments 
Parliament  Street,  London,  S.W,  Feb.  7th.  1861. 
'*  Caution— Gale  threatening  from  south- west  and  then  northward.    Show 
signal  drum." 

This  signal  referred  to  the  following  simple  plan,  organised  at  the  Board 
of  Trade,  but  not  yet  in  full  operation: — 

A  staff  and  two  canvas  shapes  being  provided,  the  following  use  will  be 
made  of  them  occasionally — perhaps  onee  or  twice  in  a  month. 

One  shape,  that  of  a  drum  (or  cylinder)  has  the  appearance  of  s  bla^k 
square  of  three  feet  (seen  from  any  point  of  view),  when  suspended. 

The  other  shape  a  cone  three  feet  high,  appears  triangular  (from  any 
point  of  view),  when  suspended. 

A  eone,  with  the  point  upwards,  shows  that  a  gale  is  probable  fh>m  the 
southward. 

A  drum,  alone  shows  that  the  dangerous  winds  may  be  expected  Ihmi 
nearly  opposite  quarters  successively. 

A  cone  and  drum  give  warning  of  dangerous  wind,  its  probable  first  direc- 
tion being  shown  by  the  position  of  the  cone — point  up,  and  above  the 
drum,  for  polar  or  northerly  wind  ;  down,  and  below,  for  southerly. 

Whenever  such  a  signal  is  shown  (in  consequence  of  a  telegram  from 
London)  it  will  be  kept  up — shown  distinctly — till  dusk  of  that  day  only, 
unless  otherwise  instructed  afterwards. 

These  cautionary,  or  warning  signals,  advert  to  winds  during  part  of  the 
next  following  two  or  three  days ;  and  therefore  due  vigilance  should  prevail, 
from  the  beginning  of  such  time  until  the  weather  is  again  thoroughly 
settled. 

No  further  steps  are  necessary  for  these  objects  at  the  telegraph  stations 

for  the  present.     Other  organization  may  follow,  when  the  Coastguard  have 

prepared  arrangements  for  repeating  these  signals,   along  the  coast,   to 

certain  distances. 

A  conspicuous  place  should  be  selected  for  signalling,  near  the  telegraph 

station. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

February  IKA,  1861.  Robert  Frrzaor. 

P.S. — Adverting  to  frequent  expressions  of  surprise  at  the  rising  of  a 
barometer  with  or  before  northerly  gales,  I  would  here  repeat  what  has  been 
reiterated  and  explained  elsewhere — that  the  air  is  lighter,  as  well  as  warmer 
during  southerly  winds ;  heavier  and  colder  before  and  during  northerly ; 
and  that  the  influence  of  either  is  shown  by  instruments  some  hours,  if  not 
days,  before  actual  alteration  is  visible  to  ordinary  notice. 

R.F. 

Now  it  b  evident  that  this  caution  was  unheeded^  if  it  Beached  the 
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pboefl  we  have  preTionsly  mentioned  as  Tinted  by  the  gale.  Every 
point  of  oar  coast  is  connected  by  telegraph  wires^  and  therefore  we 
may  presume  information  would  be  generally  given;  but  that  it  was  so 
in  thb  instance  is  unknown,  and  we  should  be  apt  to  say  it  was  not,  as 
it  cannot  be  for  a  moment  supposed  that  the  owners  of  so  many  vessels 
would  urge  their  departure  if  they  were  aware  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  above  caution.  Some  owners  think  too  much  of  their  own 
interasty  which  interferes  with  the  caution  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  the  seaman.  Many  "  <^d  tubs  **  are  insured  to  an  extent  even  be- 
yond their  value,  and  life  and  limb  too  of^n  we  fear  are  not  taken  into 
account* 

Admiral  Htzroy  anxious  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  every 
man  has  issued  the  following  letter:— 

Sib.-— It  is  imposuble  for  those  who  have  studied  ptactical  meteorology,  and 
know  what  power  is  available  now  in  diffusing  knowledge  by  telegraphy,  not 
to  feel  a  keen  consciousness  that  some  of  those  lives  lost  in  this  last  gale,  to 
say  nothing  of  any  former  storms,  might  have  been  saved. 

UndCT  the  influence  of  this  fbeling,  may  I  ask  you  to  give  publicity  to 
the  following  brief  remarks  : — 

While  no  man  had  the  means  of  knowing  anything  about  the  weather 
beyond  his  sight,  or  the  **  feeliDg"  of  his  own  instruments,  it  wss  scarcely 
possible  to  foretell  changes  of  importance  at  a  distance  as  well  as  on 
the  spat. 

Now  the  case  is  exceedingly  different.  A  daily  glance  at  the  published 
"Weather  Reports,**  a  recollection  of  their  principal  features  during  the  few 
previous  days,  a  look  at  the  glasses  at  home,  and  an  eye  turned  occasionally 
to  the  heavens,  enable  every  one  who  pleases  to  take  this  trouble  to  foresee 
and  foretell  accurately,  after  a  little  practice,  the  principal  changes  of  our 
very  variable,  though  regularly  varying  climate. 

The  least  irregular  movement  of  our  atmosphere  is  along  the  surfitce  of 
the  earth  from  the  northward.    It  is  normal. 

With  the  occasional  continuance,  even  for  weeks,  of  comparatively  cold, 
clear,  and  dry,  northerly  winds  all  are  familiar,  and  we  all  expect  opposite 
qualities  with  southerly  winds. 

It  Is  the  alternation,  the  opposition,  and  the  intermixture,  whether  late- 
rally, while  flowing  in  different  directions,  or  while  superposed,  that  cause  the 
principal  changes  and  varieties  of  weather. 

Into  the  origin  of  these  currents  themselves  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
enter  here.  We  have  to  deal  now  with  the  facts  in  evidence,  and  draw  prac- 
tical conclusions  useful  in  daily  life— most  in\portant  to  the  seaman. 

Numerous  and  differing  extremely  in  area,  as  well  as  degrees  of  motion, 
either  slow  or  rapid,  are  the  circulations  of  our  ever  'influenced,*'  highly 
elastic,  and  fluid  atmosphere. 
Not  only  does  it  always  seek  its  level,  like  water,  but,  directly  any  pressure 
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on  it  altera*  it  ezpaodi  or  is  contracted,  like — ^itself  alone,  the  most  comprea^ 
sible,  elastic,  and  mobile  of  compoand  substances. 

Hence  it  is  that  a  great  change  over  any  place  affects  not  only  that  locality 
but  a  wide  area  round ;  and,  as  matter  is  neither  moveable  nor  ceases  to 
move  suddenly,  vast  accumulations  of  atmospheric  air — hundreds  of  milea 
in  extent— although  feeling  distant  changes  quickly,  acquire  motion  but 
slowly  at  first,  and,  after  being  mored,  are  carried  on  by  their  own 
momentum. 

Owing  to  this  cause,  the  barometer  and  its  companion,  the  thermometer, 
foretell  changes,  and  after  the  original  cause  of  its  rise  or  fall  has  ceased  to 
operate,  the  barometric  column  continues  its  ascent  or  descent,  being  in- 
fluenced by  air  currents  retaining  their  momentum. 

The  meeting  of  such  currents  raises  the  barometer  ;  their  mutual  retreat 
lowers  it.  Their  appulse  and  varying  combinations  occasion  all  the  varieties 
of  rain,  hail,  snow,  or  fog,  cloud  or  misty  vapour  that  we  experience. 

Now,  the  results  are,  that,  having  daily  knowledge  of  weather  (including 
ordinary  fiicts  of  a  meteorological  nature),  at  the  extreme  limits  and  centre 
of  our  British  Islands,  we  are  aware  of  any  great  change  taking  place,  for 
the  great  atmospherical  changes  are  measured  by  days — not  by  hours.  Only 
local  changes,  however  violent  they  may  be  occasionally  (dangerous  in  pro- 
portion to  their  suddenness  and  violence),^-only  such  changes  are  unfelt  at 
a  distance,  and  do  not  influence  great  breadths,— say,  hundreds  of  miles  in 
area, — of  atmosphere. 

These  extensive  changes,  showing  a  difference  of  pressure,  above  or  below 
the  normal,  or  mean  level,  amounting  to  an  inch,  or  thereabouts,  are  certain 
to  be  followed  by  a  marked  commotion  of  the  elements  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days.  If  the  fidl  has  been  sudden,  or  the  rise  very  rapid,  switt  but 
brief,  will  be  the  resulting  elementary  movement  i  if  slow,  or  gradual,  time 
will  elapse  before  the  change,  but  the  changed  state  of  weather  will  last 
longer. 

Warning  may  thus  be  obtained  and  given  a  few  hours,  or  a  day,  oi  even 
some  days,  before  an  important  change  in  the  weather  actually  occurs. 

February  12/A,  1861.  Robbrt  Fitzbot. 

Ail  the  warnings  of  the  meteorological  department  will  be  useless  if 
they  are  not  attended  to,  and  attention  is  just  what  the  authorities  can- 
not command.  Sailors  are  reckless  and  foolhardy  to  a  proverb.  They 
are  somewhat  inveterate  in  their  prejudices  and  bigoted  in  their  ways* 
It  might  be  vain  to  tell  a  boat's  crew  that  in  three  days'  time  there 
would  be  a  tornado.  They  would,  perhaps  disbelieve  the  information, 
or,  still  more  probably,  disregard  it.  Everybody  conversant  with  such 
matters  knows  how  hard  it  is -to  instil  caution  into  minds  habituated  to 
risks.  Miners  will  tamper  with  safety-lamps,  people  of  all  classes  reject 
sanitary  improvements,  and  seaman  do  but  share  the  common  failing  in 
neglecting  the  warnings  of  the  barometer.  Nevertheless^  these  warnings 
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bare  now  been  so  deeply  studied,  and  the  information  obtained  has  been 
reduced  to  a  shape  so  practical  and  so  tmly  beneficial^  that  it  would  be 
deplorable  if  such  adyautages  should  be  thrown  away.  For  a  long  time 
the  barometer  was  simply  interpreted  according  to  its  rise  and  fail.  If 
the  mercury  rose,  the  weather  was  on  the  mend ;  if  it  fell>  bad  weather 
was  impending.  But  these  indications  have  been  now  so  scientifically 
combined  with  the  sig^s  of  the  sky  and  the  actual  direction  of.  the  wind, 
that  our  insight  into  the  future  is  rastly  extended,  and  the  notice  which 
we  hare  quoted  is  a  practical  proof  of  the  advance  which  has  been  made. 
If  certain  ports  can  receive  timely  information  of  a  tempest,  all  ports 
can  be  similarly  apprised  ;  and  if  the  warning  can  be  given  three  days 
beforehand,  there  must  surely  be  ample  opportunity  for  preparation.  If 
we  have  actually  got  to  this  point,  the  problem  has  been  solved.  We 
cannot  yet  forecast  the  general  character  of  the  season,  but  it  seems 
that  we  can  really  foretell  a  gale  three  days  before  it  comes,  and  even 
ascertain  the  quarter  from  whence  the  wind  will  blow.  If  we  have  in- 
deed got  to  this  point -^-and  there  appears  no  reason  to  doubt  it-— the 
rest  ought  to  be  easy. 


SAVING  THE  CREWS  OF  STRANDED  VESSELS. 

A  SBBIB8  of  exceedingly  interesting  experiments,  having  for  their  object  the 
providing  a  certain  means  of  communication  between  stranded  vessels  and 
tbe  shore,  as  a  means  of  preserving  the  lives  of  their  crews  at  a  time  when 
communication  by  boat  woald  be  impossible,  was  brought  to  a  close  at 
Portsmouth,  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  on  Saturday  week.  The  trials 
have  extended  over  a  period  of  some  months,  and  the  means  proposed  to  be 
employed  have  been  tested  in  every  possible  way  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
suggested— in  fact,  carried  it  out  at  his  own  expense.  Lieutenant  6.  S.  Nares, 
senior  lieutenant  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Britannia,  Captain  Robert  Harris, 
the  naval  cadet  training  ship  in  Portsmouth  barbour. 

Lieutenant  Nares  employs  the  common  kite  principle  as  his  chief  agent, 
bat  while  he  sends  his  kite  away  to  leeward,  and  consequently  towards  tbe 
shore,  be  retains  the  means  on  board  the  stranded  vessel  of  bringing  down 
tbe  kite  when  flown  sufficiently  beyond  the  beach,  or  over  the  cliff,  so  that 
tbe  line  attached  to  tbe  kite  may  be  hauled  upon  by  the  people  on  shore, 
and  tbe  end  on  board  the  vessel  being  attached  to  a  hawser,  and  the  latter 
on  reaching  tbe  shore  being  hauled  up  the  cliff,  a  means  of  escape  to  the 
crew  and  passengers,  however  numerous  they  may  be,  so  long  as  the  vessel 
holds  together,  or  however  violent  may  be  the  surf  which  intervenes  between 
tbe  ship  and  tbe  land,  is  open  to  all  with  the  most  perfect  safety  by  a  boats* 
wain*s  cradle,  basket,  or  slung  cask,  being  attached  to  the  hawser,  and  hauled 
backwards  and  forwards  by  the  people  of  the  vessel,  and  those  on  shore. 
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To  bring  the  kite  to  the  gruond  when  safficiently  advanced  bejoad  the  face 
of  the  cliff,  or  high- water  mark,  lieutenant  Nares  has  a  second  line  attached 
to  the  right  angle  of  the  kite,  holding  on  to  this  Iine»  and  letting  go  the 
(lying  line  of  the  kite,  the  latter  instantly  capsizes  and  descends  to  the  earth. 
This  mode  is  applicable  to  the  rescue  of  a  crew  of  a  vessel  which  has  been 
driven  well  on  shore,  but  in  a  position,  either  from  the  snr^  or  the  formation 
of  the  coast,  in  which  no  vessel  can  approach  her. 

Another  mode  in  which  this  life-kite  may  be  used  is,  where  it  may  be  able 
to  effect  a  landing  on  a  beach  to  leeward,  but  the  boats  are  washed  overboard 
or  stove,  or  the  position  in  which  the  vessel  may  lie  on  a  bed  of  rocks,  maj 
render  boats  useless.  In  this  case,  the  flying  line  of  the  kite  is  attached  by 
a  toggle  to  the  bung-hole  of  a  cask,  to  a  couple  of  breakers  with  a  boat's 
mast  lashed  athwart  them,  or  round  a  man's  chest,  with  the  knot  between 
his  shoulders  $  in  either  case,  the  kite  finds  the  supporting  power,  and  con- 
veys the  object  its  line  is  fast  to  on  shore,  another  line  being  attached  to  the 
cask,  raft,  or  man  from  the  vessel,  and  the  communication  with  the  shore  ia 
complete.  The  particular  credit  due  to  Lieut.  Nares  consist  in  having,  by 
his  second  line,  devised  a  means  of  briofing  a  kite  to  the  ground  at  the 
moment  required,  and  also  in  making  use  of  the  kite  in  attaching  its  flying 
line  to  an  object  in  the  water,  a  carrier  of  his  bawser*B  hauling  line  to  the 
people  on  the  shore.  Kites  have  been  tried  before,  but  have  failed  for  the 
want  of  these  two  great  requisites. 

A  few  years  since,  a  vessel  drove  on  shore  on  the  Devon  coast,  close  under 
the  land.  The  captain  sent  up  a  kite,  which  flew  over  the  people's  heads  on 
the  shore,  but  they  bad  no  means  of  reaching  it,  and  the  whole  of  the  utt- 
fortunate  crew  perished  in  sight  of  the  people  oo  shore,  wbo  were  there 
ready  to  aid  thsm,  eoxild  the  line  horn  the  kite  overtiead  have  reached  their 
handft. 

On  Friday  week,  the  brig  Mercy,  of  Bristol,  was  wrecked  at  Porthleven, 
in  Mount's  Bay.  A  tremendous  surf  was  running,  but  to  save  the  crew,  it 
wss  nec«^ssary  to  Ibrm  some  comnronication  otherwise  than  by  boat.  A  cask 
was  thrown  overboard  among  the  breakers,  with  a  small  line  attached,  and 
was,  after  great  difficulty  and  risk  of  life  on  the  part  of  the  people  on  shore, 
got  hold  of,  and  a  hawser  hauled  on  shore,  to  which  a  swung  basket  was 
attached,  and  the  crew  were  saved.  In  this  case,  the  kite  would  have  con. 
veyed  the  cask  to  the  people  on  the  beach,  wiihont  their  having  to  rkk  their 
lives  by  running  into  the  breakers  and  surf  to  lay  hold  of  it.  The  cooclnding 
experiments  by  Mr.  Nares,  were  made  from  Her  Mt^tnys  steamer  Builfincfa^ 
Lieutenant  Jamea  The  BoUflnch  on  this  occasion  was  600  yards  from  the 
shore,  sod  the  experiments  anaweted  perfectly.  Lieutenaat  Nares  has 
presented  his  plan  to  the  Shipwieeked  Fishermen's  Society,  and  also  the 
fifty  guineas  which  had  been  awarded  him. 
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ON  MECHANICAL  INVENTIONS  IN  ITS  RELATION  fO  THE 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  NAVAL  ARCHITECTURE. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  members  of'  the  Institution  of  Na?al  Architectt| 
Mr.  N.  Bamaby,  (Member  of  the  late  Portsmouth  School  of  Mathematics 
and  Nayal  construction),  read  a  paper  on  the  above  subject,  which  the  foU 
lowing  brief  extract  will  enable  our  readers  to  trace  the  outlines  of  Naval 
eonatruction  at  successive  periods  of  100  years,  from  a  time  juBt  anterior  to 
tbe  introduction  of  gunpowder  up  to  the  present  day. 

At  the  first  period  named — the  year  1260 — ^vessels  of  commerce  of  all 
sixes  were  constructed*  and  to  a  certain  extent  equipped,  with  a  view  to  war- 
like operations ;  and  this  state  of  things  existed  for  many  years  aflerwardti 
so  that  by  discovering  the  principal  features  of  the  ships  used  in  the  various 
sea-fights  of  those  periods,  we  became  acquainted  with  those  of  the  marine 
in  general.  The  royal  galleys  and  **  great  ships'*  of  Henry  the  Third's  time 
were,  therefore,  first  described,  as  illustrative  of  the  vessels  of  the  1260 
period. 

Those  of  1360  were  next  illustrated  by  a  description  of  the  "  cogs*'  of 
Edward  the  Third's  feign,  with  which  he  won  for  himself  the  title  of  "  King 
of  the  Sea.**  From  a  contemporary  account,  it  appeared  that  water  was  at 
that  time  raised  fi-ora  the  hold  by  a  windlass  and  bucket ;  and,  in  the  same 
account,  we  read  of  "  bowespretes,*'  *'  backsteyes,'*  **  hauceres,"  "  cranelines,'* 
"  peyntoura,*' "  sey  synges,"  "bowelines,"  **  botropes,"  scbetes,"  "yerde- 
nipca,'*  **  trusseropes,"  "polives,**  and  **  sbives;"  also  of  •*  fotekes,"  **  hacchis," 
**"  wales/'  '^thofi^es,"  and  "kelsweyns  ;  and  among  the  varieties  of  nails  we- 
liad  spikes,  cloutnails,  and  "  led"  nails.  Tbe  bottoms  of  vessels  were  graved 
with  a  mixture  of  pitch,  tar,  oil,  and  resin. 

During  this  reign  guns  were  first  used  on  the  sea,  and  the  last  row-galleys 
were  constructed. 

In  1480,  guns  of  iron,  brass,  and  copper,  throwing  stones  and  lead  shot, 
had  come  into  genei^l  use,  and  "  cogs"  and  *'  carracks"  held  the  foremost 
place  in  the  navy.  About  this  time,  also,  cabins  were  introduced.  Pumps 
of  some  kind  were  also  in  use,  and  tow  saturated  with  tallow  was  employed 
for  caulking  the  seams  of  the  bottom  below  water.  Between  this  period  and 
1560  port-holes  were  introduced,  by  means  of  which,  ships  ivere  enabled  to 
carry  more  than  one  tier  of  guns.  A  decrease  of  breadth  in  proportion  to 
length  was  also  observable  about  this  time,  whereby  the  appearance  and 
qualities  ef  the  vessels  were  improved.  In  Scotland,  the  Great  Michael  was 
huilt  in  the  early  part  of  the  16th  century,  240  feet  lopg,  56  broad,  and  with 
Bides  H)  fbet  thick. 

In  1515  the  Henri  Grace  de  Dieu  was  built.  The  period  is  chiefly 
characteri^d  by  an  increased  number  of  yards,  an  improved  system  of 
•towage,  the  use  of  long  mooring  cables,  and  capstans,  the  application  of 
wood-sheathing  to  prevent  the  oakum  from  washing  out  of  the  seams,  and 
worms  from  entering  the  plank,  and  the  employment  of  chain  pumps  and 
gun-breechings. 

KO.  8. — vol-  X.  ^ 
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Between  1^60  and  1660  ^  great  advance  was  made,  owing  chieflj  to  tbe 
labours  of  Mr.  Phineaa  Pett,  of  Cambridge  University,  one  of  the  foanden 
of  the  Shipwrights'  Company,  to  which  company  all  designs  of  ships  for  the 
Royal  Navy  were  for  a  long  time  submitted  for  approvaL  Mr.  Pett  baik 
the  first  English  three-decked  ship-of-war  at  Woolwich  in  1637.  This  vessel 
was  named  the  Royal  Sovereign,  or  sometimes  Sovereign  of  the  Seas.  The 
more  remarkable  improvements  visible  at  this  period  were  in  the  practical 
construction  of  ships  j  the  stem  was  framed  by  transoms,  the  whole  framing 
was  much  improved,  and  the  weights  of  the  hulls  were  made  very  nearly 
equal  to  half  the  load  displacement— a  proportion  which  holds  op  to  our 
own  time. 

At  this  time,  also,  Mr.  Deane  discovered  the  mode  of  calculating  a  slup'e 
displacement,  and  thus  of  predicting  the  depth  to  which  she  would  sink.  In 
the  next  period,  that  of  1660-1760,  great  attention  was  paid  to  the  meant 
of  preserving  ships  from  decay.  Cross  chocks  were  introduced  at  the  heela 
of  the  first  fiittocks,  and  limber  courses,  covered  with  limber  boarda,  wen 
formed.  The  mode  of  charring  planks  on  one  side  and  wetting  them  on  the 
other,  to  facilitate  the  bending  of  them,  were  superseded  by  the  kilning 
process.  Ships  in  firame  were  ordered  to  stand  to  season.  Some  vessels 
were  sheathed  with  lead,  fhstened  with  copper  nails;  others  had  wood 
sheathing,  either  filled  with  large-headed  iron  nails,  or  graved  with  a  mixture 
of  pitch,  tar,  and  brimstone. 

Coming  next  to  the  present  century,  and  taking  1810 — a  half  century  ago 
—as  the  period  to  be  noticed,  Mr.  Bamaby  remarked  that,  while  the  Enf^ish 
Royal  Navy  was  numerically  stronger  then  than  at  any  other  time  before  or 
since,  it  was  surprising  to  observe  how  little  difference  there  was  between 
the  vessels  of  that  period  and  those  of  nearly  200  years  previous.  Almoet 
the  only  things  of  note  were  the  reduction  in  height  above  the  water,  forward 
and  afl,  and  a  slight  increase  in  dimensions.  The  resemblances  between 
the  ships  of  the  two  periods  were  pointed  out  in  detaiL  The  same  slug- 
gishness which  had  prevailed  for  centuries  prior  to  the  invention  of  gun* 
powder  seemed  to  be  again  settling  on  the  Navy  until  the  advent  of  steam 
made  it  start  into  new  life.  The  great  improvements  in  praetioal  con- 
struction, introduced  by  Sir  Robert  Seppings,  just  after  1810,  while  they 
were  an  exception  to  this  position,  serve  to  illustrate  it.  Mr.  B^  having 
enforced  this  argument  at  length,  next  obsenred  that  the  experience  and 
intelligence  of  private  shipbuilders  appeared  to  have  had  a  very  limited 
influence  during  the  long  period  in  which  the  art  was  nearly  stationary,  they 
having  been  content  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  Government  builders^ 
however  slow  their  progress.  Moreover,  he  had  gone  through  all  the  patents 
relating  to  ships  granted  up  to  1810,  and  could  find  no  improvement  worth 
recording!  except  in  the  manufacture  of  sheathing  and  the  construction  of 
pumps. 

But  the  introduction  of  steam  had,  he  said,  worked  mighty  changea.  la 
1810,  we  had  not  a  single  steam  ship  in  England  ;  now,  English  steame/rs 
swam  in  every  sea.    In  1810,  men  were  lamenting  the  rapid  destruction/  of 
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wax  forests,  aod  predicting  our  commercial  ruin  from  their  approaching 
exbaastion ;  now,  a  prospect  of  nnezampled  prosperity  opened  by  the  con- 
struction of  our  own  ships,  and  ships  for  other  nations  too,  not  from  the 
fimited  produce  of  our  soil,  but  from  the  vast  stores  which  underlie  it  We 
haTe  now  a  merchant  ship  of  ten  times  the  tonnage  of  the  largest  ship  of 
1810,  and  of  more  than  twice  her  proportion  between  length  and  breadth. 
Nor  have  the  constructors  of  the  Royal  Navy  been  idle.  Steam  was  not 
introduced  into  the  Royal  Service  until  1822 ;  yet,  at  this  moment,  exclusive 
of  67  ships  building  and  converting,  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  navy  is  pro- 
pelled by  steam.  The  screw  was  not  introduced  until  1842  ;  yet,  there  are 
BOW  345  screw  ships  in  the  service,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  19  screw  ships 
every  year  since  that  period.  In  1847  there  was  not  a  single  steam  llne-of- 
battle  ship ;  but  now  there  are  48  two  and  three  decked  ships  which  can  be 
carried  into  the  line-of  battle,  in  storm  or  calm,  at  speeds  varying  between 
10  and  15  miles  an  hour,  by  the  power  of  from  90,000  to  100,000  horses. 

So  long  as  ships  were  propelled  by  sails,  the  largest  ships  in  existence 
were  those  used  for  war  purposes  ;  but  now  that  large  ships  propelled  by 
steam  power  have  such  advantage  over  small  ones  in  point  of  speed,  espe- 
cially in  long  voyages,  and  can  be  worked  by  a  comparatively  small  number 
of  hands,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  a  great  increase  in  the  dimensions  of 
merchant  vessels.  But  the  size  of  men-of-war,  Mr  B.  believed  was  limited, 
and  they  would  never  again  occupy  the  foremost  position,  either  in  point  of 
dimensions  or  of  speed.  Various  considerations  were  adduced  to  confirm 
the  opinion  that  the  dimensions  of  men-of-war  were  limited^ 

It  was  shown  that  iron  prows  for  piercing  the  sides  of  an  adversary  had 
been  in  general  use  for  war  purposes  until  ships  became  entirely  dependent 
upon  sails  for  their  propulsion,  and  he  expressed  his  conviction  that  as  steam 
bad  again  made  them  independent  of  the  wind,  a  class  of  vessels  thus  armed 
ought  to  be»  and  yet  would  be,  constructed  for  coast  defence.  The  iron 
frigates  **  Warrior^  and  "  Black  Prince,**  now  building,  were  not,  he  said, 
designed  to  act  as  rams  ;  they  were  far  too  long  for  that  purpose,  as  smaller 
opponents,  by  reason  of  the  greater  ease  with  which  they  could  turn,  could 
easily  avoid  their  attacks.  They  would  be  what  they  were  designed  to  be — 
the  strongest,  the  safest,  and  the  swiftest  men-of-war  that  ever  swam — the 
latest  step  in  the  progress  of  invention  in  naval  architecture. 

From  the  earliest  ages  up  to  our  time,  ships  for  war  purposes  were  first  in 
the  path  of  improvement.  But  this  state  of  things  was,  he  considered,  fast 
coming  to  an  end.  And  it  was  right  it  should.  Experience  had  shown  us 
that  it  would  be  most  unwise  for.  the  Government  of  a  nation  possessing  a 
large  navy  to  initiate  improvements  which  would  render  it  necessary  to  make 
extensive  and  costly  alterations;  and  the  smaller  maritime  powers  were 
generally  content  to  copy  their  superiors.  But  no  such  argument  held  against 
the  constant  application  of  commercial  enterprise  to  the  advancement  of  the 
art.  The  late  Mr.  Brunei  did  much  to  direct  private  enterprise  into  this 
channeL  and  we  owed  him  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  what  he  had  proved 
IB  the  *«  Great  Western,*'  the  **  Great  Britun,*'  and  the  **  Great  Eastern." 
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HeDceforth,  our  commercul  marine  would  take  itB  proper  place  in  Uie  yao 
of  progress. 

Mr.  Bamabj  next  referred  to  the  vast  Dumber  of  amateur  iii?eiUors  who 
seek  to  improve  naval  architecture.  With  great  differeoees  io  the  amoiut 
and  value  of  the  labour  bestowed  upon  them,  the  inventions  of  such  persona, 
which  are  submitted  to  the  Admiralty  and  other  public  bodies,  nearly  aU 
bad  this  one  character, — that  they  were  not  discoveries,  but  mere  suggestioiis» 
which  the  suggestor,  or  inventor  as  he  was  called  by  courtesy,  was  unable  or 
unwilling  to  embody  in  a  practical  form  himself,  and  which  he  would  he 
glad  to  get  others  to  do  for  him,  that  he  might  have  the  gain  and  credit  of 
success,  and  they  the  loss  and  discredit  of  failure.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that 
the  majority  of  patents  for  improvements  in  shipbuilding  were  of  thia 
character ;  and  when  it  was  observed  who  the  men  were  who  obtained  such 
patents  it  was  not  surprising  that  it  should  be  so.  Of  292  patents  taken  oat 
under  the  Old  Law,  for  matters  relating  to  shipbuilding,  and  in  which  the 
profession  or  title  of  the  patentee  was  stated,  there  were  only  20  who  were 
shipwrights  or  naval  architects.  There  were  80  who  were  styled  gentlemeo, 
and  in  addition  to  these  a  strange  medley  of  colonels  and  lieutenant- colonels, 
graduates  of  universities,  barristers,  coal  merchants,  wool-dealers,  agricul- 
tural machinists,  upholsterers,  goldsmiths,  dyers,  coach -makers,  toy -makers, 
fruiterers,  tallow  chandlers,  and  brewers.  He  could  not  think  that  when  the 
mode  of  conferring  privileges  by  patents  was  instituted  it  was  intended  that 
a  man,  by  patenting  a  crude  idea,  should  obtain  rights  over  the  labours  of 
men  succeeding  him,  who  should  overcome  the  difficulties  which  attend  the 
development  of  such  ideas,  and  produce  an  invention.  The  phraseology  of 
the-  earliest  patents  was  adverted  to  in  confirmation  of  this  view. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Bamaby  said,  that  what  naval  architecture  needed  was, 
men  who  would  patieutly  work  out  with  their  own  hands  that  which  their 
brains  conceived,  meeting  difficulties  at  every  turn,-— at  every  turn  devising 
the  means  of  overcoming  them.  It  must  be  a  cause  of  rejoicing  to  all  sound 
practical  men  that  the  country  would  now  have,  in  the  Institution  of  Naval 
Architects,  a  means  of  testing  the  merits  of  men  who  seek  to  effiact  improve- 
ments in  our  marine —  that  it  would  not  have  to  form  ita  opinions  of  inven- 
tors and  inventions  from  newspaper  paragraphs  and  laudatory  pamphlets,  but 
might  always  possess  there  a  body  of  men  in  whose  judgment  and  honesty 
it  might  place  implicit  confidence.  The  Institution  would,  be  believed,  be  a 
terror  to  the  mere  seeker  of  place  and  profit,  a  source  of  encouragement  and 
aid  to  the  patient  worker,  and  a  means  of  directing  the  application  of  the 
wealth  and  intelligence  of  our  country  to  the  improvement  of  that  art  upon 
which,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  depended  not  only  her  commercial 
prosperity,  but  her  national  existence. 


IMPORTANT  LIFE-BOAT  SERVICES. 

S^aUm  Carew^  Durham,  Feb.  10.— At  five  o'clock  this  moroingi  the  Sc»» 
ton  Carew  life^boati  beloni^ng  to  the  National  Life-boat  InstitatioD,  aaved 
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tbe  crew  of  eight  men  of  the  hrig  Providences  of  Werk^orth,  which,  during 
a  fevfal  ga]e  of  wind,  was  stranded  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Seaton  Carew. 
Agfdn^  at  eight  a.m.,  when  the  storm  was  raging  hi  its  fhlf  fnry,  the  nohie 
lift-boat  went  ont  and  took  off  the  crew,  eight  in  number,  of  the  brig  May 
Aower,  of  Newcastle,  wrecked  on  the  East  Qase  Sand,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Tees.    The  boat  behayed  very  well  on  both  oeoasions. 

Sgdcar,  Feb.  U.-* During  the  heavy  gate  which  visited  this  coast  on 
Saturday^  the  brig  Roman  Empress,  from  Sanderland  to  Naples,  was  driven 
en  shore  ob  Marsk  Sand.  No  sooner  was  her  perilous  positionr  seen,  than 
the  Bedcar  lile-boat,  belonging  to  the  Nattonal  Life* boat  Institution,  was 
immediately  manned  and  launched.  Attex^  resfcbing  the  wreck,  the  life  boat 
took  off  the  crew  of  ten  men,  and  afterwards  brought  them  safely  ashore. 

BeoMmmrig,  Feb.  10.— At  daybreak  this  morning,  during  a  gale  of  wind, 
some  sailors  were  observed  clinging  to  the  rigging  of  a  vessel  which  bad  sunk 
during  the  night,  on  the  Dutchman's  Bank.  The  Penmon  life-boat  of  the 
Katioaal  Life- boat  Institution,  immediately  proceeded  to  their  assistance, 
and  brought  them,  four  in  number,  safely  on  shore.  They  belonged  to  the 
schooner  Tillage  Maid,  of  Fleetwood,  and  had  been  in  the  rigging  thirteen 
hoars.  Any  other  boat  than  a  life>boat  would  have  been  swamped  on  the 
occasion,  as  five  successive  seas  nearly  fiiled  her,  but  she  immediately  emptied 
herself  of  them. 

Rhyl,  Feb.  10. — It  blew  here  yesterday  a  strong  gale  from  E.N.E.,  with 
thick  weather  and  heavy  rain.  The  schooner  William,  of  Liverpool,  was 
observed  to  be  stranded  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Rhyl.  The  tubular 
life-beat,  which  also  belongs  to  the  National  Life-boat  Institution,  was,  aAer 
some  delay  in  procuring  horses,  launched,  and  afterwards  succeeded  in  bring* 
ing  the  whule  of  the  crew  of  five  men,  safely  ashore. 

ilrAW,  Feb.  9.— The  Arklow  life^boat  belonging  to  the  National  Life- 
boat  Institution,  was  instrumental  during  a  terrific  gale  from  the  N.E.,  and 
a  fearfid  sea,  in  rescuing  the  crew  of  five  men  from  the  schooner  William,  of 
Morecambe,  which  had  got  ashore  between  the  south  pier  and  the  rocks. 
Owing  to  the  very  tempestuous  state  of  the  weather,  the  life-boat  expe* 
rienced  immense  difficulty  iu  accomplishing  her  mission  of  mercy  ;  but, 
thank  God,  she  at  last  succeeded  and  brought  the  poor  fellows  safely  ashore. 

Wieklow,  Feb.  9. — During  the  height  of  the  fearful  storm  which  visited  the 
east  coast  of  Ireland  this  day,  the  brig  New  Draper,  of  Whitehaven,  drove 
on  shore  near  Wicklow.  The  life-boat  of  the  National  Life-boat  Institution 
immediately  put  off  to  the  rescue  of  her  crew;  and  afler  some  difficulty  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  the  whole  of  the  poor  fellows— eight  in  number — safely 
ashore. 

SkertieSy  County  Dublin,  Feb.  9. — A  frightful  storm  has  been  raging  all 
day  on  this  coast,  and  there  are  no  signs  of  its  moderating.  The  schooner 
Margaret  Ann,  came  ashore  near  Skerries,  and  her  crew  of  five  hands  were 
taken  off  by  the  life-boat  of  the  Royal  National  Life- boat  Institution.  The 
crew  of  the  Gipsy,  of  Newiy,  were  also  taken  off  by  the  same  valuable 
fif^-boat  in  the  height  of  the  storm,  at  the  back  of  the  Skenies  Isknds. 
The  life^boat's  crew  behaved  nobly  on  both  occasions. 
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r/arfMorSi  Co.  Wexford^  Feb.  10. — ^Daring  the  heavy  gale  of  this  day,  thtf 
barque  Guyana,  from  the  Clyde  to  St.  Kitts,  came  on  shore  and  became  a 
wreck  on  the  Carrig  rocks  near  Carnsore,  where  she  lay  dismasted.  The 
Camsore  life-  boat,  belonging  to  the  National  Life-boat  Institution,  was  im- 
mediately launched*  and  after  considerable  difficulty  and  rbk,  succeeded  ia 
taking  off  the  whole  of  the  crew,  consisting  of  19  persons.  The  cost  (X300) 
of  this  life-boat  establishment  was  presented,  about  two  years  ago,  to  the 
National  Life-boat  Institution,  as  a  thank-offering,  by  a  lady  resident  in  Dur- 
ham, whose  life  was  saved  from  drowning,  at  great  risk,  by  H.  A.  Uamiltoo, 
Esq.,  of  Balbriggan,  on  board  whose  yacht  she  was  when  the  accident  hap- 
pened. It  ia  probable  that  the  lives  of  19  poor  shipwrecked  sailors,  that 
saved  by  this  life-boat,  are  owing  to  that  occurrence—an  illustration  of  the 
inscrutable  goodness  of  Divine  Providence — which  thus  often  prepares  a 
great  and  permanent  good,  through  a  temporary  and  lesser  evil. 

Castletown,  Isle  ofMany  Feb.  12. — During  the  furious  gale  on  the  9th  inst^ 
it  was  reported  that  the  lugger  Nimrod,  of  this  port,  at  anchor  in  Castle* 
town  Bay,  was  dragging  her  anchor ;  as  certain  destruction  appeared  to 
await  her,  the  life- boat  of  the  Royal  National  Life-boat  Institution  was 
immediately  launched,  and  with  great  difficulty  took  the  crew,  consisting  of 
t\.o  men  and  a  boy  ashore,  leaving  the  lugger  still  dragging.  It  appeared 
that  about  8  ▲  m.  the  chain  cable  had  given  way,  and  an  anchor  with  a  hemp 
cable  was  let  out.  The  lugger  dragged  about  her  cable's  length  after  the 
life-boat  left  her,  after  which  the  anchor  held  during  the  day  and  following 
night,  when  the  weather  moderated,  and  she  was  afterwards  fortunately  re- 
covered on  the  morning  of  the  10th.  It  was  a  singular  fact  that  both  men 
rescued  on  this  occasion,  were  also  saved  by  the  same  valuable  life-boat  fiom 
the  lugger  Queen  of  the  Isles,  of  Castletown,  on  the  15  th  Nov.  1868,  and  it 
was  said,  that  one  of  them  had,  on  a  previous  occasion,  been  rescued  by  one 
of  the  Lifc^boat  Institution's  boats  elsewhere. 

It  is  a  gratifying  fact,  that  throughout  these  numerous  services  of  the  life- 
boats of  the  National  Life- boat  Institution,  not  a  single  accident  has  hap- 
pened, either  to  its  boats  or  to  their  crews. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  in  appreciation  of  the  important  and  philanthro- 
pic character  of  the  work  of  the  Royal  National  Life-boat  Institution*  has 
signified  her  intention  to  become  an  Annual  Subscriber  of  502.  to  its  funds. 


MEMORANDA  OF  CLUB  MEETINGS. 

fiojfoZ  Mersey  Yacht  Club. — An  excellent  alteration  has  taken  place  at 
this  club,  by  holding  monthly  meetings,  and  at  the  one  held  on  Monday 
evening  Feb.  4th,  a  numerous  party  of  members  and  visitors  attended  at  the 
Union  Hotel,  Clayton  Square.  The  Commodore,  T.  Littledale,  Esq.  pre- 
uded.  The  Treasurer  read  the  financial  statement  of  the  past  year,  which 
showed  a  very  handsome  balance  to  meet  the  expenses  forthcoming,  and  the 
report  gave  great  satis^tion.    The  chief  interest  of  the  meeting  was  the 
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iRseiiBdon  of  a  general  Regatta  to  be  held  on  the  Mereejr.  A  liberal  nib- 
leription  was  immediatelj  entered  Into,  and  the  Sailing  Committee  Bubse* 
quentlj  appointed  Thursday  and  Friday  the  4th  and  5th  of  July  next. 

PHMce  of  WaUe  Yacht  Chb  —On  Friday  evening,  Feb.  8th,  the  monthly 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Club-houBe,  Freemason^s  Tavern,  Great  Queen 
Street,  Rear  Commodore  J.  Adams  in  the  Chair.  After  the  confirmation  of 
the  preyioos  month's  meeting,  a  discussion  arose  respecting  the  Opening 
trip,  when  it  was  ultimately  agreed  it  should  take  place  on  Thursday,  the 
28th  of  March.  Yachts  to  assemble  at  Blackwall,  and  proceed  in  company 
to  Erith,  the  dinner  to  be  at  the  Pier  Hotel.  Several  gentlemen  were  elec- 
ted as  members,  among  whom  was  Mr.  W.  Turner,  yacht  Haidee,  and 
Mr.  J.  Hedge,  yacht  Bessy,  (this  last  is  a  new  production  of  Harvey,  of 
Wivenboe.)  Mr.  Legg  proposed  and  Mr.  Webster  seconded,  *'  That  this 
dub  desires  to  record  its  great  regret  that  its  valued  friend,  Mr.  E.  G.  Knibbs 
should  have  resigned  the  office  of  Vice  Commodore,  which  he  has  held  with 
snch  coDsiderabie  advantage  to  this  Club  since  its  formation,  and  this  club 
begs  to  express  its  high  appreciation  of  the  services  Mr.  Knibbs  has  ren* 
dered  the  club  for  a  period  of  10  years,  also  of  his  courtesy  and  gentlemanly 
impartiality  to  the  members  during  the  time  he  has  been  Vice-commodore. 
And  this  club  requests  Mr.  Knibbs  will  accept  its  sincerest  wishes  for  his 
future  health  and  happiness."  This  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  the 
mentioD  of  Mr.  Knibbs's  name  eliciting  immense  applause.  It  was  subse* 
quenlty  resolved  that  some  substantial  memento  of  Mr.  Knibbs's  connection 
with  the  Club  should'be  presented  to  him  by  the  members,  and  a  Committee 
was  formed  to  carry  out  the  same. 

Boyo/  Landa»  Taehi  Clvb. — The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  was  held 
OD  Monday  February  18th  at  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  Adelphi,  and  was 
attended  by  between  70  and  80  members,  the  Commodore  presided,  fkoed 
by  H.  F.  Smith.  Esq.,  Vice-commodore,  the  latter  gentleman  taking  the 
chair  later  in  the  evening,  fiiced  by  Mr.  Crossley.  The  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
unanimously  elected,  viz: — Mr.  R.  Nicholson,  Grove  Cottage,  the  Grove, 
Clapbam  Road;  Mr.  W.  Turner,  50,  Cross  Street,  Manchester,  (yacht 
Haidee  8  tons);  Mr.  A.  and  Capt.  M.  Tracey,  Guy  Lodge,  Clapton. 

Mr.  Eagle,  Treasurer,  then  moved  the  following  alterations  in  the  Rules 
on  behalf  of  the  Sailing  Committee,  viz:— 

''That  the  following  be  substituted  for  Rule  50:— 'That  at  all  Club 
matches  when  a  steamboat  is  engaged  by  the  Club,  members  and  their  friends 
shall  be  admitted  on  board  by  tickets  only,  to  be  paid  for  at  5s.  each,  to  be 
obtained  fh)m  the  stewards  for  the  time  being,  and  which  shall  not  be 
transferable. ' 

**  That  the  following  be  substituted  for  sailing  regulation  0-«-4 . '  That  the 
first  and  second  class  yachts  start  from  buoys  laid  down  for  that  purpose, 
and  third  class  yachts  firom  and  weigh  their  own  apchors,  the  stations  to  be 
taken  under  the  direction  of  the  Rear-c<Hnmodore  or  other  person  appointed 
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in  hia  stead ;  and  that  all  yachts  be  at  theur  Stallone  witbia  one  quarts  <ff 
an  hour  after  the  signal  gun  to  take  stations  has  beeo  tired,  or  not  be  allowed- 
to  sail  in  the  match." 

Both  of  these  alterations  (the  Treasurer  observed)  bad  been  suggested  on 
economical  principles,  but  the  latter  more  especially,  because  it  was  consi- 
dered that  in  the  small  class  yachts  weighing  the  anchor  iwould  require  as 
much  display  of  seamanship  as  the  sailing  itself,  and  would  materially  add 
to  the  inteiest  of  the  match.  Both  alterations  were  carried,  and  the  fixtures 
of  the  season  are  as  follows : — 

Opening  trip,  Saturday,  April  27th,— yachts  to  assemble  at  Blackwall,  at 
3  p.m.  and  proceed  to  Erith,  members  and  friends  to  dine  at  the  Pier  Hotel. 

First  match,  Saturday,  June  Ist,— Third  Class  yachts  for  prizes  of  20 
sovs.,  and  5  sovs. ;  and  an  Extra  match  for  yachts  of  6  tons  and  under,  for 
prizes  of  15  sovs.  and  6  sovs.    Course  from  Erith  to  Coal  House  Point  and 
b^ck  to  Greenwich. 

Second  match,  Wednesday,  July  3rd, — First  Class  yachts  for  prizes  of  50 
sovs.  and  10  sovs.,  course  from  Erith  to  Nore  Light  and  back. — Second 
Class  yachts  for  prizes  of  30  sovs.  and  10  sovs.,  course  from  Erith  to  South- 
end and  back. 

The  Vice-commodore  proposed  that  a  room  should  be  engaged  at  the  Her 
Hotel,  Erith.  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  club  meidbers,  that  a  flag-staflT 
be  erected,  and  the  ensign  of  the  club  be  hoisted,  and  that  a  battery  should 
be  established.    This  proposition  was  carried. 

Vice- Commodore  Smith  then  informed  the  club  th^t  a  regatta  on  a  large 
Bcale  would  take  place  at  Erith  during  the  season,  and  the  promoters  were 
anxious  that  the  Royal  London  should  take  the  management.  This  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  a  subscription  commenced,  when  £16  were  col- 
lected. 

WeUingUm.  Yach^  Clvb, — The  monthly  meeting  of  thia  Club  was  held  op 
Tuesday  evening,  February  12th.,  at  the  Club  house,  Cbeyne  walk,  Chelsea, 
Dr.  Guest  the  Vice-commodore  in  the  chair.  AAer  the  confirmation  of  the 
minutes,  Mr.  Gregor)'  proposed^  Mi.  C.  lies  seconded,  and  it  was  carriedt 
**  That  the  day  for  sailing  the  Qrst  malch  of  the  Club  in  open  boats  be  ahere^ 
from  the  13tk  of  April  to  the  30th  of  March,"  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
some  membeca  absent  laat  meetings  It  W4^  also  agreed,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Daniel,  seconded  by  the  Vice-commodore,  that  the  entries  for  the  said 
joaieh  should  close  on  the  29rd  of  March,  at  10b.  pan,  at  the  Club-bouae  ; 
boats  to  be  at  their  atationa  on  the  day  of  the  match  at  3b.  p.m. t  to  atari  at 
3b.  3|0m.  p.m.  The  oourse  to  be  from  Batteraea  Bridge  to  the  mouth  qf  the 
Wandle,  twice  up  and  down,  to  be  shortened  at  the  discretion  of  the  officer 
in  command  at  the  match.  The  following  boats  were  at  onee  entered:-— 
Doilphin,  Mr.  C.  Ues  ;  Enuna,  Mr.  J.  L  Ilea;  Mersey,  Mr.  G.  Oliver^  Doura, 
Mr.  B.  Daniel 

Ranelagh  Yacht  Club. — The  members  of  this  Club  held  their  monthly 
meeting  at  the  Swan  Tarem,  Battersea,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  13th. 
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The  Vice-commodore  in  the  cbair,  fiiced  by  the  Rear-commodore.    The 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  J. 
Lamacraft  was  elected  a  member.    The  only  other  business  before   the 
meeting  was  the  annual  election  of  officers,  the  following  being  unanimously 
re-elected,  viz: — Commodore,  Mr.  F.  Talfourd;  Vice -commodore  Mr.  W. 
Roe;  Rear-commodore  Mr.  Ingram  Pick;  Treasurer  Mr.  W.  Fo^;  Secretary 
Mr.  A.  lago;  Cup-bearer  Mr.  A.  Lenthall;  Auditors  Messrs.  C.  R.  Lawton 
and  G.  Yapp,  Mr.  Boyd  being  elected  vice,  Mr.  M.  Ward  resigned.  Messrs . 
Royston  and  Lister  were  elected  to  supply  vacancies  in  the  Sailing  Com- 
mittee.    Thanks  were  then  voted  to  the  officers  for  their  services  during  the 
past  year,  especially  to  the  Hon.  Sec.  Mr.  lago,  who  continues  in  office. 
Several  members  were  proposed  for  election,  and  the  business  terminated. 

Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Oub, — The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Club  was 
held  at  Cough's  Woodside  Hotel,  on  the  6th  February  and  a  numerous  assem- 
blage took  place  ;  Mr.  G.  Harrison  Vice -commodore  in  the  chair.  Treasurer's 
acooonts  shewing  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  club  were  produced.  Mr,  W. 
Turner  was  proposed  for  election  at  the  next  monthly  meeting.  The  Vice- 
commodore  having  tendered  the  resignation  of  the  officers,  it  was  resolved  that 
ike  best  thanks  of  the  Club  be  presented  to  them  for  their  services  during  the 
past  year.  The  following  gentlemen  were  then  proposed  and  elected  members 
of  the  committee:^T.]Jras8ey,  jun.,  W.  Scott,  G,  Harrison,  St  C.  J.  Byrne,  T. 
W.  Tetley,  W.  Laird,  jun.  C.  H.  Coddington,  W.  Wilkinson,  C.  M.  Richardson, 
B.  Poole,  jun.,  A.  Bower,  J.  M.  Hanney,  M.  B.  Wade.  T.  Brassey  jun.  was 
re-elected  Commodore,  and  Mr.  Harrison  Vice,  Mr.  A.  Bower  Bear-commodore 
and  W.  Scott  honorary  secretary.  It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the 
Annual  regatta  take  place  on  Saturday  June  29th.  Several  cups  are  already 
promised  for  competition  on  that  occasion. 

Ihe  Annual  Dinner  of  the  members  of  this  club  and  their  friends  took  place 
on  15th  of  Feb.,  at  the  Woodside  Ferry  Hotel.  Between  40  and  50  gentlemen 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  served  up  in  Mr,  Cough's  best  style,  Thomas 
Brassey,  jun..  Esq.,  the  Commodore  of  the  club,  presided,  faced  by  G.  Harrison, 
Esq.,  the  vice-commodore. 

The  doth  having  been  drawn,  the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  pro- 
posed and  responded  to.  '*  The  Army  and  Navy  ''  was  acknowledged  by  Capt 
UtOedale. 

The  chairman  then  proposed  *<  Prosperity  to  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht 
Club."  He  said  he  was  sure  he  spoke  the  feelings  of  most  of  those  about  him 
when  he  said«  that  the  days  and  nights  they  had  spent  upon  the  sea  had  not 
been  amongst  the  least  happy,  nor  the  least  beneficial  of  their  lives.  Sailing 
a  yacht  was  not  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world,  and  the  practical  knoi»  ledge 
of  seamanship  which  those  who  took  a  pleasure  in  yachting  obtained,  was  a 
very  useftil  aoqulsitioo.  This  last  season  was  a  very  successful  one,  and  he 
thought  the  next  season  would  be  still  more  so.  He  did  not  know  whether  any 
new  yachts  would  be  brought  out,  but  he  thought  there  was  great  encourage- 
ment for  those  who  built  new  boats.  (The  Vice-commodore  remarked  that  the 
Haidee,  the  crack  yacht  of  the  Thames,  was  coming  here.)  The  Chairman 
hoped  they  would  beat  her.  After  stating  that  he  was  very  anxious  to  encou- 
rage those  who  did  not  expect  large  prizes,  and  that  with  this  view  it  was  his 

KO.  3.— VOL.  X.  u 


138  hunt's  taohting  luaAzivs. 

iotontloa  to  gire  a  JSIO  cap»  and  some  medals,  Ste,,  m  prixei  for  the  noat  auo- 
ceeiftd  ia  the  rowing  raoes,  he  condaded  by  calling  upon  T.  WiUdnaon  Tetley, 
Eiq.  to  perform  the  dotj  whioh  had  been  assigned  to  him  by  the  members  of 
the  dabp  of  prasenting  on  their  behalf  to  W.  Soott»  Esq.,  the  able  Honorary 
Secretary,  a  slight  testimonial  of  their  esteem. 

Mr.  Tetley  said  he  had  great  pleasare  in  performing  the  duty,  becaose  he 
had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Soott,  and  had  had  many  opportunities  of  jud^p  • 
ingoftheyalueofhissenrioes.  He  might  state  that  the  subscriptions  had 
been  limited  to  a  small  amount,  and  the  testimonial  was  not  a  rery  costly  one; 
but  it  representod  the  feelings  of  erery  member  of  that  club,  and  was  therefore 
more  raluable  than  would  haye  been  a  more  costly  one,  subscribed  to  by  fewer 
members  of  known  wealth.  (Applause.)  Haring  eulogised  Mr.  Scott  iUr  tlio 
able  and  courfceous  manner  in  which  be  had  always  performed  his  duties  bb 
Secretary,  he  handed  to  that  gentleman  a  Tery  handsome  silfer  cigar  ease, 
beautihilly  chased*  and  bearing  the  following  inscription:—*' Presented  by  tbe 
members  of  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  to  their  Honorary  Secretary, 
William  Scott,  Esquire,  as  a  mark  of  their  sense  of  his  serrices  in  supporting 
the  kiterests  of  the  club.— 1861." 

Mr.  Scott  briefly  acknowledged  the  complimeat,  saying  it  afforded  him  tbe 
deepest  gratification  to  find  that  the  members  of  the  dub  thought  him  deserr- 
ing  of  a  token  of  their  esteem. 

The  chairman  next  proposed  '*  The  Commerce  of  the  Mersey,**  which  was 
ably  responded  to  \iy  Mr.  Carlisle,—**  The  Shipbuilders  of  the  Mersey**  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Conway,  wss  responded  to  by  Csptain  Laird. 

The  Vice-chairman  in  proposing  **  The  Commodore  and  officers  of  the  Boyal 
Mersey  Yacht  Club"  said  that  as  a  member  of  that  club  he  trusted  that  they 
would  so  exert  themsdyes  this  year  as  to  induce  the  best  yachts  and  moat 
scientific  seamen  in  this  country  or  in  America  to  come  here  and  compete  with 
them  and  that  there  would  be  one  of  the  finest  regattas  on  tbe  Mersey  ever 
seen  in  Europe.  As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  was  ready  to  oontribttte  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Treasurer  towards  this  object,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
be  able  to  make  arrangements  worthy  of  the  largest  conunercial  port  In  tbe 
world. 

Commodore  Llttledale,  in  responding,  said  it  would  be  the  endeaTOur  of  the 
Royal  Mersey  Club  to  make  the  regatta  as  attractiye  and  as  popular  as  they 
could;  and  one  important  feature  in  the  prize  list  would  be  the  cup  which  Her 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  giye  to  tbe  Club  once  in  three  years. 

The  remaining  toasts  were  **  The  Yacht  Clubs  of  the  United  Kingdom,**  Mid 
**  The  Commodore  of  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club.'' 


WIND  AND  WEATHER  MAP. 


Thx  Electric  and  Intemational  Tdegraph  Company  have  confefred  a 
great  boon  to  the  manner  and  general  public  by  pladog  one  of  these  maps 
at  the  stadon  near  the  hacboor  at  Lowestelt.  The  map  is  one  shewing  tbe 
vaitoas  stations  of  ^e  Company,  at  the  prindpai  towns  and  seaports  of  tbe 
United  Eaogdom.  Over  tipeiitgr'>tbfee  of  these  is  a  coloured  disc,  on  whidi 
are  printed  the  points  of  tiie  eompass,  and  certain  indicatioas  of  the  weatiier 
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doe,  Btonnj,  fte.  Each  disc  is  sapptied  with  two  hands, -^one  red, 
indicating  the  way  of  the  wind,  and  the  other  white,  showing  the  state  of  the 
weather.  Every  day  at  about  8h.  a.m.  some  thirty  stations  telegraph  to  the 
company's  central  station  in  London,  the  wind  and  weather,  and  these  when 
thaa  collected  are  telegraphed  back  to  the  several  stations.  The  clerk  ia 
charge  then  takes  his  telegram,  and  shifts  the  hands  of  the  discs,  and  thus 
we  have  at  Lowestoft  the  way  the  wind  was,  and  the  kind  of  weather  pra- 
vailing  throoghout  the  United  Eangdom  about  two  hours  before.  One  thing 
appears  to  be  wanting,  a  case  for  the  map  with  a  glass  door,  as  in  its  present 
exposed  condition  the  hands  are  liable  to  be  moved.  This  would  be  but  a 
tiding  expense,  and  one  to  which  we  think  the  public  would  wiUingly 
contribute.  Mr.  Willings,  the  obligiag  superintendent  at  the  station,  will 
be  happy  to  explain  the  working  and  use  of  the  map  to  any  one  wishing  for 
iafonDBtioD. 


On  THB  Watb  Lnni  Theobt. 

Douglas,  Isle  oj  Man,  Eebtwv§  2I#/,  1861. 
Sib. — In  the  last  number  of  your  valuable  Magazine  there  is  a  report  of  Mr. 
Scott  Russell's  **  Wave  Line  Theory"  as  advanced  by  him  at  the  Institution 
of  Naval  Architecture,  wherein  it  says  that  Mr.  Russell  "  had  taken  vessels 
oo  the  Wave  Line  principle  200  feet  long,  and  had  made  them  of  every 
variety  of  breadth,  and  as  long  as  they  were  200  feet  long  and  had  the  lines 
bekmgiDg  to  15  or  16  males  an  hour,  so  long  had  they  gone  at  that  velocity 
at  a  given  power."  To  the  minority  of  your  readers  at  the  Isle  of  Man  this 
seems  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  opinions  contained  in  many  of  your 
excellent  leaders  "  that  a  vessel  to  ensure  speed  must  not  be  buDt  to  a 
greater  breadth  than  is  requisite  for  stability.  And  it  is  a  well  established 
fact  that  a  vessel  of  a  certain  length  and  bieadth  must  go  faster  than  a  vessel 
of  the  same  length  which  is  half  as  wide  again,  to  say  nothing  of  the  depth 
which  may  be  very  much  greater  in  the  latter. 

Tliis  would  seem  to  deny  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Russell's  theory  in  convey- 
ing to  08  that  a  vessel  (to  go  to  extremes)  as  broad  as  long,  will  sail  as  fast 
with  a  c^ven  power  as  a  vessel  built  in  the  usual  proportions. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  anmeroas  readers  will  afford  an  explanation  on  the 
matter  and  favour  Tours,  &c.,  J.  C. 

ToihisEd&iari^B.YJi. 


DEATH  OF  HENRY  SOOTELL,  ESQ. 

With  deep  regret  we  received  the  intelligence  of  the  demise  of  this  gentleman 
on  the  2SDd  of  Jannary,  at  Honkstown,  aged  70.  Mr.  Sooviil  was  fat  many 
yean  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Old  Royal  Irish  Yacht  aub,  which  floorished 
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under  hia  ezceUent  management  dnring  the  period  of  the  Lord*  Lieutenancy  of 
the  late  Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey.  The  club  at  the  time  flew  the 
St.  George's  Ensign,  with,  a  design,  we  belieye,  of  a  crown  and  harp.  Some 
ten  years  after  the  departure  of  His  Excellency  yachting  appears  to  hare 
receiyed  a  check,  and  the  old  club,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Scovdl 
dwindled  gradually,  and  merged  into  the  Kingstown  Boat  Club,  which  became 
rery  prosperous.  After  a  time  it  started  as  a  yacht  club  again,  and  was  en- 
rolled under  the  title  of  the  Royal  St.  George's.  During  the  whole  of  these 
changes  Mr.  ScoTell  continued  one  of  the  most  staunch  supporters,  and  f^^»n 
being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  latter  dub  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  was  erev 
foremost  in  supporting  and  promoting  its  interests.  His  former  yachts  were 
the  Queen  Mab  and  La  Belle  Anglais,  with  which  he  was  'oyer  ready  to  afford, 
sport  among  his  fellow  yachtsmen;  and  one  who  knew  him  intimately  writes 
thus  in  B^  **  his  well-knov^n  clipper,  the  Atalanta,  was  oyer  to  be  seen  where 
real  good  sailing  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  yeteran  neyer  appeared 
more  thoroughly  in  his  element  than  when  at  her  helm  and  contending  a  hard- 
fought  match.  With  her  he  has  won  many  a  well-sailed  race,  and  a  good  dis- 
play of  the  trophies  of  the  sea  amply  attest  the  skill  in,  and  deyotion  to,  th  e 
noble  sport.  For  the  last  twenty  years  scarcely  has  a  season  elapsed  that  the 
Atalanta  was  not  one  of  the  first  yachts  in  commission  and  the  last  into  winter 
quarters,  and  the  style  she  was  always  kept  in  sufficiently  denoted  the  master 
hand  was  over  her.  As  lessee  of  the  Custom  House  Docks  at  Dublin,  the  un* 
yarying  courtesy  and  attention  he  paid  to  the  convenience  of  yachtsmen,  ever 
directing  his  servants  to  accommodate  their  vessels  and  stores  in  every  possible 
way,  evinced  the  interest  he  took  in  minor  details,  and  earned  for  him  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  aU  who  were  brought  Into  intercourse  with  him. 
Amongst  the  members  of  his  club  he  was  held  in  sincere  and  well-deserred 
estimation,  and  his  long  experience  as  a  practkal  yachtsman  and  thorough 
cutter  sailer  caused  his  opinion  upon  such  subjects  to  bo  regarded  with  no 
mean  deference;  his  death  therefore  has  caused  a  blank  that  will  not  easily  be 
filled  up." 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 

March  SO.— Wellington  Yacht  Club,  Sailing  Match  at  Chelsea.    Entries  close 

on  the  2Srd. 
June     I.— Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Matches  for  Srd  class,  and  yachts 
under  six  ions.    Entries  dose  May  24  th. 
29.->Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  regatta. 
July      3.— Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Matches  for  1st  and  Snd  dasses. 
Entries  dose  June  28. 
4,  5.— Royal  Mers^  Yacht  Club  regatta. 
9, 10.— Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Dunoon. 
16, 17.— Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Kingstown. 
Aug.    13.— Royal  Yictoria  Yacht  Club  regatta  commences  at  Ryde. 

The  Corrected  Summary  is  postponed  until  our  next. 
All  commumcaiunu  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  6,  New  Church  St  N,  W. 
HUNT  h  Go.  Printen,  6  M«w  Church  Stnet,  Edgwsre  Road,  N,W> 
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GnssAL  IfAHAaBinKT  ov  Tacbts. 

CHAPTER  XVII. 

• 

I BBALL  now  proceed  to  enuinerate  in  detail  some  of  the  principal 
^fstems  promulgated  for  the  placing  of  cutters'  and  schooners'  masts, 
and  also  for  their  proportions.  In  considering  these  systems  the 
yachtsman  will  do  well  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  data  upon  which 
they  are  in  general  founded,  embrace  certain  proportions  which  only 
govmi  the  size  of  a  vessel,  but  not  any  peculiarity  in  the  form  of 
ter  hall;  as  for  instance,  two  vessels  may  be  of  exactly  the  same, 
length,  beam,  and  draught  of  water  aft,  and  yet  totally  dissimilar 
m  shape;  one  may  have  a  full  fine  body  with  rounded  bow  lines,  and 
^  lean  after  body  with  fine  or  hollowed  run,  and  drawing  nearly  as 
much  water  forward  as  she  does  aft ;  the  other  may  have  a  very 
fine  ^trance  with  hollowed  lines  and  proportionally  full  after  body, 
and  may  draw  but  little  more  than  half  as  much  water  forward  as 
she  doef :  now  these  opposite  conditions  of  form  exercise  a  correspond- 
^  effect  upon  the  position  of  the  principal  centres  that  should 
he  oar  guide— viz:  the  centres  of  gravity  of  displacement,  the  centre 
^  lateral  resistance,  or  displacement,  and  consequently  a  very  im- 
portant effect  on  the  position  of  the  centre  of  propulsion  of  the 
^ls«  Tet  ignoring  these  important  facts  we  assume  that  because 
two  vessels — respectively  80  feet  long,  20  feet  beam,  and  with  a 

^nght  of  10  feet,  we  can  by  taken  a  certain  proportion  of,  say 

*  Continued  from  pafe  104. 
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the  length,  accuratelj  locate  the  span  :  if  resaels  were  oonstractedl 
of  exactly  similar  proportions  in  every  respect,  so  that  their  external 
forms  should  under  eertain  circumstances  present  similar  surfaces 
to  the  fluid  through  which  they  pass,  then  such  a  rule  might  be 
reduced  to  sufficient  accuracy,  but  in  the  present  state  of  yacht 
building,  where  such  a  variety  of  shapes  are  produced,  at  best  it 
can  only  be  approximative,  and  serve  but  as  an  index  to  place  tlie 
mast  or  masts  on  a  sail  plan,  preparatory  to  the  more  careful  In- 
vestigation of  the  position  of  the  respective  centres  of  the  hull  and 
sails,  upon  which  the  accurate  location  will  more  properly  eventnally 
depend.  With  respect  to^he  proportions  of  spars  set  forth  in  these 
systems,  they  appear  to  be  more  definitively  deduced,  inasmuch  as 
the  proportions  of  vessels  upon  which  their  stability  depends  form 
the  basis  of  the  calculations. 

Mr.  Robert  Kipping  in  his  treatise  on  **  Mast-making  and  the 
Bigging  of  Ships,"  says  "  The  form  given  to  the  vessel  varies  the 
disposition  of  the  masts,  for  it  is  evident  that  a  full  bowed  ship  re- 
quires her  foremast  to  be  placed  further  forward  than  a  sharp  one  ; 
consequently,  though  a  general  rule  may  he  given^  still  every  builder 
should  consider  the  nature  of  the  form  of  his  vessel,  and  vary  the 
disposition  of  her  masts  accordingly.*' 

The  subjoined  Tables  No.  I,  of  the  positions  of  masts  under  vari- 
ous rigs,  are  taken  from  Mr.  Fincham's  work,  and  an  inspection  of 
them  may  enable  yachtsmen  and  builders  to  establish  a  comparison 
between  known  vessels,  and  those  which  they  are  constructing,  and 
from  thence  to  make  such  alterations  as  circumstances  may  require; 
in  fact  the  same  observation  will  apply  to  all  the  tables  I  now  give. 

TABLE  Na  I— Cuttex  Tachts. 


Length     Breadth 
Kmamm  j  g^    2-^7  Mft.  i8-8ft 

Known  (^aantltiM^ 

Proportloof  In  t«rnw  «r 
known  qnantltlw. 

Span. 

Cotter 
Bsamplo  1. 

Ctttt«r 
SxampU  %• 

Mast  before  the  middle  on 
the  water-line 

(Length  of  load  water-line 
3  taken  from  the  fore  part 
yof  the  stem  to  the  after 
(  part  of  the  stern  post. 

In  12  feet 

In  IS  feet. 

Breadth 

'Ill 

18  Indies 
7}  inches 

•ea 

•u 

Matt  to  rake  from  water- 
line 

15  inches 

Bowsprit  to  8tive  from  the 
water  line... 

10^  inches 
'S8 

Bowiprit  to  hottfe  from  the 
fore  part  of  the  stem... 

r 
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In  Tables  No.  I,  the  Load  Water  Line  is  assumed  as  the  pnD- 
dpal  line  of  beanmce  of  the  vessel,  from  which  the  stations  of  tho 
masts  are  to  be  determined. 

ScHoonss  09  Trbxe  Masts— as  Bbio  vobwakd— Commov  8oBooiraa  amo 

Bbrxuda  bio. 


Vo,  Bg.  for. 
!>(».     Do. 

Dtt. 


Ii«ilgtli    BrMdth 
78  7ft.  91 -eft. 
Kz.1.  Iioert.  16-6ft 

90  Oft.  MOft. 
1.  WOft.  S4<7ft. 
S.      94*7ft  U-iOU 


Known  qwtfk' 

fltlMt 


lUB-maat  from  the  middle... 
1^-nuMt  before       do. 
Ukak-mMat  abaft       da 

Haia-maat  to  rake 

Foc««mase  to^rake. 

Mi2en*maet  to  rako... 

Bowtprit  to  stiTe... 


L«ngth 
On  UW.L. 

Da 

Do. 
In  12  feet. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 


ProportionB  in  termi  of  known  qnantttim, 


TbrM 


Abaft 
-033 
*295 
-366 

27in. 

24in. 

SOia 

22in. 


Brig  forwsrdi 
Ex.2. 


Ex.  I. 


Abaft 
•11 
•8 

Ssin. 
28in. 

seiii. 


•107 
•294 

28in. 
18in. 

... 
33in. 


Bermudft. 


Oom. 

Sohnr.l  Ex.  I .  Ex.  t. 


•046 
•338 

... 

24ln. 
15in. 

S4in. 


•108    •084 
•279    -SI 

...    I    ... 
24in.'  sain. 
16in.  36ia. 

...    I    ... 
24in.  2210. 


Tacbt  Bbios. 


Spmn. 

iSlnown  qnantitlM. 

PropordonB  In  tormi  ot 
known  quantities. 

Main-masi  abaft  the  middle.. 

Pore*mast  before  the  middle 

li[ft<f^.||||^f  to  rake. 

T4^ngthonL.W.L.X 
Ditto           X 

In  12  feet  X 
Ditto  X 
Ditto                  X 

•144 
•328 
10  inches. 

Fbre-mast    do. 

Bowinrit  to  stiTe 

2(do. 
52  da 

LUOGBBS. 


Length    Breadth 
BlM&plel.    66'Oft.      16'lftft, 
1.    77-Oft,     M'7ft, 


Span 


Known  qnantltiea 


Foie-mast  before  middle  Length  L.W.L.X 

^^Ain-mast  from  middle.. 

I<i2en*mast  abaft 

Mftin-mast  to  rake .... 
Fore^mast  da 

Hlzen>niatt  da 

^▼•prit  to  itire 


Ditto  X 

Ditto  X 

In  12  feet  X 

Ditto  X 

Ditto  X 

Ditto  X 


Proportionf  in  terme  of  known 
quantltlee 


{Example  1 

Example  a 

Common 

Lugger 

Beftyre 

Before 

•4 

•396 

Abaft 

Abaft 

•037 

•04 

Abaft 

Abaft 

•444 

•396 

'16in. 

•12in. 

•lOin. 

•6in. 

•20in. 

•24iD. 

•Sin. 

*6ui. 
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LAxmiiRie. 


Length    BrMdth 


Bptn; 


Known  qnantltiM 


Main-masI  from  the  middle 

Fore>mast  before  the  middle...»...«..| 

Misen-mast  abaft 

Vain-mast  to  rake 

Fore-mast  do ...., 

Mizen-mast  do 


Length  L.WX.X 

Ditto        X 

Ditto 
In  12  feet 

Ditto 

Ditto 


X 
X 
X 
X 


ProportloDi  In  terns  of  knoim 
qoantitief 


•000 

'407  before 

*407  abaft 

•000 

•28  in.  forward 

•IS  in.  aft 


TABLES  n«-^SoHOONSB8. 

Mr.  Griffiths  gives  us  tbe  Danish  Eule^  for  placing  a  schooner's 
.masts  as  follows: — the  foremast  should  be  placed  from  one-fourth  to 
one-fifth  of  length  on  the  Load  Water  Line  aft  of  the  perpendicular^ 
and  to  rake  from  4  to  10  degrees ;  the  mammast  from  one-eighth  to 
one-ninth  the'Iength  aft  of  its  longitudinal  centre,  and  to  rake  from 
6  to  10  degrees.    Eleyation  of  the  bowsprit  from  6  to  10  degrees. 


Prcp&rHonsfor  Schooners*  Spars. 

The  whole  length  of  the  mainmast  to  be  three  or  three-and-^- 
quarter  times  the  extreme  breadth,  and  in  diameter  to  be  one  inch 
for  every  four  feet  of  length ;  the  mast-head  to  be  one-eighth  to  one- 
ninth  of  the  extreme  length  of  the  mast. 

The  length  of  the  foremast  to  be  from  eight-ninths  to  nine*tentlis 
of  the  length  of  the  mainmast,  its  diameter  and  length  of  head  to  be 
the  same  as  the  mainmast. 

The  bovsprit  outboard  to  be  half  or  two-thirds  of  the  extreme 
breadth  of  the  vessel,  its  diameter  to  be  one  inch  for  every  four  feet 
of  length. 

The  jib-boom  to  be  outboard  of  the  bowsprit  three-fourths  of  the 
extreme  breadth  of  the  vessel,  its  diameter  to  be  one  inch  for  every 
five  feet  of  the  whole  length. 

The  main-boom  to  be  one-third  of  the  distance  firom  the  main- 
mast to  the  stem—over  the  stem ;  its  diameter  to  be  one  inch  for 
•very  five  feet. 
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ISie  main-gaff  to  be  two-thiida  or  three-fourths  of  the  lengtk  of 
the  boom,  and  its  diameter  one  inch  for  every  four  feet  of  length. 

The  fore-gaff  to  be  from  four  to  six  feet  shorter  than  the  main- 
gaff. 

The  main-topmast  to  be  from  two  to  three  feet  longer  than  half 
the  length  of  the  mainmast. 

The  fore-topmast  to  be  from  eight-ninths  to  nine-tenths  the  length 
of  the  main-topmast. 

Should  a  schooner  be  rigged  with  square  topsails^  the  lower  yard 
is  to  be  from  one  and  three-fourths  to  one  and  five-sixths  of  the  ex- 
treme breadth  of  the  vessel,  and  its  diameter  to  be  one  inA  to  every 
fcur  feet  of  length.  The  topsail  yard  to  be  three-fourths  the  length 
of  the  lower  yard,  and  the  top-gallant  yard  to  be  two-thirds  of  the 
length  of  the  topsail  yard. 

Danish  Rulb  vob  Outtbrb*  Masts. 

The  mainmast  is  to  be  from  one-third  to  three-eighths  the  length 
of  the  Load  l^ater  Line  aft  of  the  forward  perpendicular. 
If  any  rake  be  desirable  the  greatest  permitted  to  be  4  degrees. 

Proportions  for  Cutters*  Masts. 

If  a  vessel  have  much  stability  the  extreme  length  of  the  main- 
mast to  be  the  same  as  the  length  of  the  vessel  on  the  Load  Water 
line ;  but  if  of  moderate  stability  the  length  of  the  mainmast  to  be 
three  times  the  extreme  breadth  of  the  vessel :  its  diameter  to  be 
one  inch  in  every  four  feet :  the  head  of  the  mainmast  to  be  on&- 
eighth  of  its  extreme  length. 

Ike  topmast  to  be  the  length  of  the  lower  mast  from  the  deck  to 
the  hounds. 

The  bowsprit  to  be  outboard  twice  the  beam* 

The  main*boom  to  be  from  two  to  six  feet  over  the  taffirail. 

The  gaff  to  be  from  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  the  length  of  the 
main-boom. 

In  vessels  sparred  according  to  this  rule,  the  centre  of  propulsion 
of  the  sails  may  be  found  at  or  aft  of  the  longitudinal  centre  of  the 
vessel,  and  its  height  above  the  Load  Water  Line  from  one-and-»- 
qoarter  to  one-and-three-quarterst  and  to  twice  the  extreme  breadth 
of  the  vessel. 
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TABLES  III— Amebioak  Methop  of  MAsmre  Schoovsbs. 

The  Americans  seem  to  yaiy  in  their  methods  of  sparring  aocofd- 
ing  to  the  stability  of  the  vessel ;  the  following  appears  to  be  their 
rule  for  a  ressel  of  average  stability. 

The  length  on  deck  is  divided  into  756  parts:  the  centre  of  the 
foremast  to  be  192  of  these  parts  from  forward;  the  centre  of  the 
munmast  to  be  258  of  these  parts  from  the  centre  of  the  foremast; 
the  rake  to  vary  from  five-ejghths,  seven-eighths,  to  one-and-a-balf 
inches  to  the  foot. 

The  hoist  of  the  sails  range  from  twice  to  two-and-two-thirds 
the  beam ;  and  taking  this  with  the  division  of  the  length  on  deck 
into  756  parts  as  the  datum,  the  following  proportions  are  given  for 
the  sails, — 336  of  these  parts  to  be  the  length  of  the  foot  of  the 
foresail,— 408  of  these  parts  to  be  the  length  of  the  foot  of  the 
mainsail,  and  204  of  these  parts  to  be  the  widths  of  the  heads  of 
both  foresail  and  mainsail.  348  of  these  parts  to  be  the  length  of 
the  foot  of  the  ji^. 

Mr.  Griffiths  tells  us  that  these  proportions  are  applied  generally 
to  the  fast  sailing  coasting  American  schooners,  and  therefore  they 
appear  to  be  more  applicable  in  experimenting  with  our  schooner 
yachts:  a  sail  draught  made  in  accordance  with  them  may  prove 
extremely  useful  as  a  standard  of  comparison,  for  there  is  little  doubt 
that  such  schooners  as  the  Moses  Orinnell  and  Mary  Taylor,  are  of 
no  mean  repute,  and  if  report  speaks  true  the  former  vessel  appears 
to  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  fiur  famed  America,  more  parti- 
cularly as  to  open  sea  work 

In  the  flat  wide  built  centre-board  schooners  of  the  United  States, 
he  says,  that  a  much  greater  proportion  of  canvas  is  carried,  and  that 
much  of  the  diversity  that  exists  is  owing  to  the  varieties  of  local 
custom,  the  schooners  of  America  not  being  generally  built  in  the 
vicinity  of  large  cities,  but  wherever  on  the  coasts  timber  and  capital 
are  to  be  commanded,  and  wat^  sufficient  to  launch  them.  But 
taking  the  above  stated  proportions  as  those  under  which  known 
vessels  of  America  have  performed  in  every  respect  to  the  satisfaction 
of  competent  judges,  it  only  remains  for  any  yachtsman  who  elects 
to  experiment  upon  this  rule,  so  to  modify,  by  increase  or  diminu- 
tion, as  may  suit  his  taste,  or  appear  requisite  to  the  form  of  his 
proposed  vessel. 
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The  American  sloops  appear  to  be  masted  and  canvassed  with  a 
much  more  strict  adherence  to  the  general  rule  applied  to  them. 
The  position  of  the  mast  is  three-fourths  of  the  beam  from  the  for- 
ward part  of  the  deck ;  and  it^  rake  is  from  on&-fourth  to  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch  to  the  foot.  The  proportions  of  sail  arey  mainsail^ 
the  hoist  to  be  two-and-a-half  times  the  breadth  of  the  vessel ;  the 
length  on  the  foot  to  be  three  times  the  breadth  of  beam  added  to 
the  depth  of  hold ;  the  length  of  the  after  leech  to  be  three  times  the 
breadth  of  beam  added  to  three  times  the  depth  of  the  hold ;  the 
width  of  the  head  to  be  once  the  breadth  of  beam,  with  three  times 
the'deptVof  hold  added.  The  length  on  the  jib-eta;  is  to  be  the 
same  as  the  foot  of  the  mainsail ;  the  after  leech  of  the  jib  to  be 
two-and-a-half  times  the  breadth  of  beam,  or  the  same  as  the  hoist 
of  the  mainsail,  and  the  length  on  the  foot  is  to  be  the  same  as  the 
width  of  the  head  of  the  mainsail. 

Taking  the  proportions  stated  above  for  the  placing  of  masts  as 
merely  approximative,  and  subject  to  such  alteration^  as  the  form  of 
a  yessel  maj  require,  in  order  to  make  the  centre  of  propulsion 
of  the  sails,  the  centre  of  gravity  of  displacement  and  centre  of 
lateral  resistance  of  the  hull,  harmonize,  theiy  may  be  found  useful 
to  the  amateur  draughtsman  as  a  point  to  start  from  when  commen- 
cing his  sail  draught ;  and  then  when  he  has  made  his  calculations, 
if  the  centres  do  not  harmonize  according  to  these  rules,  he  must 
shift  the  positions  of  the  masts  in  the  drawing  until  they  do,  and 
thns  adapt  th^  position  to  the  form  and  requirements  of  the  pro- 
posed vessel. 

With  respect  to  the  dimensions  of  spars  set  forth,  and  also  the 
proportions  of  sails;  as  they  have  been  calculated  according  to  these 
£mensions  of  the  hull  which  involve  the  properties  of  stability, 
they  may  be  regarded  as  of  somewhat  more  accurate  data  than  those 
given  for  the  location  of  the  masts,  but  still  subject  to  such  modifi- 
cations as  comparison  with  vessels  of  known  good  performance  may 
warrant,  and  I  would  impress  upon  yachtsmen  the  importance  of 
obtaining  when  opportunity  ofiers,  the  measurements  of  the  hull, 
spars,  and  canvas,  either  individually  or  collectively,  of  any  vessels, 
schooners  or  cutters,  of  large  or  small  tonnage,  that  may  come 
under  his  notice ;  a  collection  oisuch  would  prove  invaluable  as  a 
standard  of  comparison,  and  the  plans  of  such  vessels  indexed 
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aocofdiDg  to  their  performaQces»  would  form  a  guide  to  future  c^pen- 
tioiM»  the  importance  of  which  could  not  be  too  highly  estimated. 

The  yachtsman  who  makes  such  a  collection^  and  gives  the  yachting 
public  the  benefit  thereof,  will  have  deserved  well  of  his  brethren  of 
the  wave*  ibr  irrespective  of  the  time  and  energy  required  for  the  col- 
lection and  arrangement  of  the  requisite  information,  an  indefinable 
mystery,  a  kind  of  jealous  conservation,  an  almost  selfish  reticence, 
will  have  been  opposed  to  him  in  many  quarters,  that  cannot  but 
have  amply  tested  his  patience,  if  not  his  politeness,  and  moat  cer- 
tainly dnwn  largely  on  his  stock  of  perseverance ;  that  such  should 
exist  is  strangely  anomalous,  but  nevertheless  true.  There  are  many 
yachtsmen,  to  say  nothing  of  builders,  who  are  now  possessed  of  de- 
tached information,  that  in  itself  though  of  value,  is  comparatively 
useless  save  to  the  individual  possessor.  Now,  if  all  this  informar 
tion  were  thrown  into  a  mass  and  properly  arranged,  every  man 
might  possibly  find  that  from  the  great  body  he  would  derive  ten 
times  the  amount  of  information  he  had  individually  contributed, 
and  hitherto  so  jealously  hoarded  up ;  so  that  in  &ct  all  would  be 
benefited  on  a  large  and  comprehensive  scale  by  a  co-operation  of 
this  kind,  whilst  at  present  each  individual  but  slowly  increases  a 
comparatively  limited  store. 

Weareverjfiir  from  having  arrived  at  the  perfection  of  yacht 
building  and  sailing  yet :  until  we  cross  tlie  Atlantic  and  prove  over 
the  course  from  Bobbin's  Beef  light  round  the  light-ship  oflf  Sandy 
Hook,  or  in  the  waters  of  Long  Island  Sound,  that  an  Engli^  built 
and  sailed  yacht  can  recover  the  prestige  we  have  lost,  we  must  be 
content  to  labour  onwards  with  the  hope  of  sooner  or  later  arriving 
at  a  perfection  that  shall  enable  us  to  accomplish  this  triumph. 

As  rq^ards  the  raking  of  a  schooner's  masts,  there  is  a  great  diver- 
sity of  opinion ;  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  what  gave  rise  to  the  raking 
of  masts,  but  the  probability  may  be  that  the  system  originated  in 
some  sharp  bowed  vessel  having  had  her  spars  placed  too  far  forward, 
consequently  the  centre  of  propulsion  also,  and  being  at  the  same 
time  too  high ;  under  these  circumstances  having  proved  a  wet  and 
and  dangerous  vessel,  diving  into  the  sea  when  before  the  wind,  and 
labouring  severely  and  running  off  her  helm  when  close-hauled,  in 
«rder  to  remedy  such  serious  defects  the  experiment  of  raking  her 
masts  was  tried  and  found  to  succeed  perfectly ;  a  discovery  it  might 
possibly  have  been  called,  whereas  it  was  nothing  more  than  locatinr 
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the  eefDtre  of  {Rtypuliton  of  sub  whero  it  ought  to  have  been  origin- 
ally»  and  thus  hitting  upon  the  proper  distribution  of  her  canTse 
afkamraids  it  was  considered  of  benefit  as  thereby  obtaining  lifting 
power,  but  it  is  equally  possible  that  what  is  gained  in  lifting  power 
is  lost  in  the  effective  propulsion  of  the  Tessel.  One  thing  is  certain^ 
that  a  vessel  with  rakii:^  masts  never  can  derive  the  full  benefit  of 
her  canvas,  when  running  before  the  wind;  and  in  light  winds  the 
take  is  very  injurious,  as  the  sails  instead  of  sleeping  to  the  light 
airs  have  a  tendency  to  fall  back,  and  thus  by  fitfully  filling  and 
taking,  beat  the  wind  out  of  them  :  the  spars  also  must  be  longer 
and  heavier,  and  it  is  impossible  to  get  good  and  eSiBotive  topmasts* 

On  the  other  hand  the  raking  of  the  masts  present  certain  appa* 
lent  advantages  when  a  vessel  is  close-hauled;  the  mainsail  and  fore*' 
Bail  having  a  tendency  to  fall  aft  from  their  respective  masts  may  be 
aapposod  to  trim  flatter,  but  then  the  question  arises,  does  the 
adratitage  which  we  thus  gain  upon  a  wind,  and  which  at  best  is 
somewhat  questionable,  compensate  for  the  positive  disadvantage 
and  injury  fiom  loss  of  power  of  propulsion  we  labour  under  when 
fanning  before  die  wind:  widi  respect  to  the  flat  standing  of  the  sails 
when  she  is  close-hauled,  if  they  do  not  do  so  from  cutandconstmc'^ 
tion  no  system  of  raking  will  remedy  such  a  defect,  and  a  bellying 
bftdly  cut  sail  on  a  raking  mast  will  have  a  tendency  to  depress  a 
viSBol  injuriously  when  she  inclines  to  the  weight  of  a  strong  breeM. 

A  very  moderate  rake  in  a  vessels  masts  looks  well,  and  from  our 
having  so  long  associated  it  with  the  rig  of  a  schooner  it  is  difll^ 
ealt  to  divest  ourselves  of  the  idea  that  she  cannot  be  perfect,  or  pr^ 
sent  a  handsome  appearance  without  it ;  but  practically  considered 
the  less  there  is  the  better  for  any  advantage  that  can  be  obtained 
by  it ;  in  a  schooner  without  a  rake  th^e  would  be  some  diffikntlty 
in  beeping  the  fore^tay  sufficiently  taut  when  she  was  dosed-haukd ; 
tins  is  accomplished  with  a  rake  because  the  whole  weight  of  masts 
and  sails  is  thrown  upon  the  stay,  and  this  in  itself  is  highly  ob- 
jeotionable,  to  have  the  safely  of  a  vessel  in  a  great  measure  depend- 
ing upon  a  single  rope :  in  a  cutter  rigged  vessel  the  peunasbs,  riin- 
HaiB,  and  tackles  perform  this  duty,  and  dierefore  the  addition  of 
prosper  runners  and  tackles  to  a  schooner's  masts  would  obviate  sueh 
a  dUBcwiy. 

Xhat  a  sdiooner  can  be  proportioned  and  rigged  so  as  to  compete 
adrantageooly  with  cutters  depends  I  think  in  a  considerable 
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degree  ae  to  whether  her  masts  are  stepped  with  a  rake  or  noU  for 
let  a  schooner  be  close-hauled  when  she  careens  to  the  wind,  if  her 
masts  are  considerably  raked  they  tend  to  depress:  the  lifting  pcywer 
gained  by  the  raking  of  the  masts,  be  it  much  or  little,  assists  this 
depression  still  more,  so  that  this  and  the  disadvanta^  suffered  ia 
running  before  the  wind,  are  of  serious  detriment  to  a  schooner's 
speed.  One  advantage  that  a  cutter  will  erer  have  over  a  schooner 
is  in  the  concentration  of  her  canvas,  yet  do  I  not  think  this  wiU 
prove  at  all  times  fatal  to  a  schooner's  success. 

We  have  satisfactory  evidence  of  what  can  be  accomplished  with  the 
schooner  rig  in  the  Wildfire ;  this  famous  little  schooner  has  little 
or  no  rake  in  her  masts,  and  surely  if  ever  a  vessel  from  sharpness 
of  lines  required  the  assistance  of  the  lifting  power  that  it  is  sup- 
posed raking  the  masts  imparts,  she  does.  I  have  often  seen  this 
little  schooner  sail  in  weather  that  gave  antagonists  of  twice  her  toft* 
liage  plenty  to  do,  and  she  went  along  at  top  speed  and  as  light  as  a 
bird  ;  furthermore  she  has  contended  with  and  defeated  some  of  the 
fiistest  cutters  afloat ;  it  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  she  is  nothing 
more  than  a  double  rigged  cutter ;  of  anything  this  proves  that  the 
nearer  a  schooner  can  be  rigged  on  both  masts  to  a  cutter  the  better; 
probably  if  she  had  not  originally  been  a  cutter,  but  left  the  stodca 
as  a  schooner,  we  would  have  accorded  her  the  ftdl  measure  of  prais^ 
but  the  fact  of  her  having  been  built  for  a  cutter  and  subsequently 
schooner  rigged,  rather  prejudices  us  against  her,  particularly  when 
we  see  her  receiving  a  schooner's  allowance  of  time,  and  we  cannot 
divest  our  minds  that  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  she  is  but  a  cutler 
still,  only  doublerigged. 

However,  'tis  the  rig,  not  the  vessel,  that  is  just  now  the  subject  of 
our  consideration,  and  therefore  no  matter  what  sophistry  the  circum- 
stance of  her  having  once  been  a  cutter  may  engender,  we  cannot  get 
rid  of  the  hct  that  she  is  schooner  rigged ;  and  a  strong  proof  that 
that  rig  can  be  adapted  more  successfully  than  heretofore  for  the 
attainment  of  high  speed.  She  is- to  my  mind  strong  evidence  that 
when  ihe  centre  of  effort  of  the  sail  is  properly  located,  a  schooner  is 
all  the  better  for' having  but  little  rake  in  her  masts.  If  the  masts 
were  perfectly  upright  it  would  present  a  very  ugly  appearance,  as 
then  they  would  seem  to  lean  over  the  bows,  and  in  fact  would  do  so 
when  running  before  the  wind;  but  as  nearan  approach  to  theperpen- 
dit^lar  as  will  do  away  with  this  appearance  and  its  result,  a  correct 
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location  of  the  centre  of  propulsiony  and  a  prope^ distribution  of  the 
canras,  will  I  think  bring  out  the  best  qualities  of  a  schooner  more 
effectually  than  will  raked  masts. 

I  have  not  by  me  at  the  present  moment  a  record  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Wildfire  contended  and  defeated  cutters,  as 
to  allowance  of  time,  &c.,  but  bef'ire  I  close  these  papers,  I  shall 
myestigate  them,  with  a  view  of  laying  before  my  readers  a  plain  . 
statement,  wherefrom  to  judge  as  to  what  points  she  has  excelled  in 
as  a  schooner,  and  what  advantages  she  derived  from  time  allowance 
in  her  trials  of  speed  agabst  cutters. 

la  an  old  work  on  ^'aval  Architecture  I  find  the  following  pro^ 
portions  given  for  the  masting  of  a  cutter : — ^The  length  on  deck, 
breadth  extreme,  and  depth  of  hold  to  be  added  together,  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  product  taken  for  the  length  of  the  mainmast.  The 
BUttt  to  be  stepped  five-twelfths  from  forward. 


TARNS  FOR  GREEN  HANDS. 

Wi  this  month  present  our  readers  with  a  copy  of  Plate  1  of  the 
illustrations  to  *' Yanderdecken^s*'  excellent  work  on  cutter  sailing. 
We  have  been  actuated  in  doing  so  from  the  number  of  letters  re- 
ceived by  us  relative  to  this  little  volume,  (the  second  edition  of 
which  is  now  preparing  for  press,)  all  of  them  speaking  in  the 
highest  terms  of  tlie  nautical  information  and  instruction  contained 
therein,  and  bearing  testimony  to  the  lucid  manner  which  technical- 
ities are  simplied  by  reference  to  the  illustrations.  It  is  with  a  wish 
tlierefore  to  lay  before  our  patrons  everything  that  can  be  useful  to 
the  cause  of  yachting,  whether  the  product  of  pen  or  pencil,  that  we 
have  transferred  this  plate  by  permission  of  the  author. 

CvTiBB*t  Staxduio  ahd  Runivo  Bioomo,  Sfabs^  he 


1    Main  throiidt. 

11 

Bowsprit  shroud  tackles. 

S    Topmast  shrouds. 

IS 

Peak  halyards. 

3    Topmast  staj. 

13 

Main  or  throat  halyards. 

4   Fdrestay. 

U 

Eyes  of  the  rigging. 

A   Banner  pennants. 

15 

Balloon  jib  halyards. 

6    linnners. 

16 

Working  jib  halyards. 

7   Sonner  taddoi. 

17 

Fore  halyards. 

S   Bobstay. 

18 

Gaff-topsail  halyards. 

9   Bobitaj  tackle. 

19 

Jib-sheets. 

10   Bowsprit  ahrwidt. 

SO. 

Fore-Sheets. 
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36 

Chwui^  and  ebAio  filatis. 

37 

Bowsprit  bittB  and  miodlaat. 

88 

Mainmast. 

39 

Topmatt 

40 

GafT-toptail  jard. 

41 

OaC 

42 

Boom. 

43 

Saddle  of  boom  with  spider  hoop. 

44 

Crois-trees 

46 

Jib  trayeller. 

46 

Gaff-topsail  tye  tfareller. 

47 

Masthead  cap. 

48 

Track. 

49 

8tem. — Catwater. 

60 

Stera-poit  and  rudder. 

51 

Tiller. 

6S 

Quarter  timber  head* 

tl  Main  sheet 

28  Gaff-topsail-sheets. 

23  Boom  topping  lifts. 

24  Gaff- topsail  de m  -line. 

25  Topmast  backstay— used  when 

running  off  a  wind 

26  Topmast  backstaj  tackle. 

27  Peak  downhaul  and  ensign 

halyards. 

28  Fore  downhaul. 
119  Jib  downhaul 
SO  Gaif-topsaii  bowline. 
31  Gaff-topsail  bowline  bridle. 

82  Signal  halyards. 

83  Dead  eyes  and  shroud  lanyards. 

84  Sheer  pole. 

85  Bowsprit  gammon  iron. 

Ome^  Port  bow.— 7ko,  Port  beam.— TVee,  Port  quarter.     And  for  the  star- 
board side  of  the  Tessel,  Starboard  bow,  beam,  and  quarter. 


YACHT  MEASUREMENT  BY  ARBA  OF  CANVAS. 

[Much  has  been  written  upon  this  subject  in  the  YackHng  Magoxine^  and  it 
has  been  partially  tried  by  the  Squadron  and  the  Clyde  Yacht  Clubs,  sDd  <^ 
course  conflicting  opinions  have  been  expressed.  From  the  time  that  Jbas 
cAajwed,  k  was  thought  to  be  entirely  ignored  from  Yachting  Circles,  bat  the 
motion  of  Golooel  Brown  in  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  has  again  revived 
it*  and  we  have  been  applied  to  by  several  Yacht  owners  for  copiesjof  the 
work  of  the  originator  of  the  plan,  (the  late  P.  R.  Marett,  Esq,)  and  not 
being  able  to  accede  to  their  wishes  we  have  given  that  portion  which  relates 
«to  the  sailing  by  Area  of  Canras.  The  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  has  ap* 
pointed  a  Committee  (o  investigate  and  report  upon  Its  practicability  f^ 
Racing  Measurement  in  the  Thames,  and  great  expectations  are  eotertaiattd 
of  the  subject  being  more  thoroughly  entered  into  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 
We  are  not  aware  who  compose  the  Committee,  but  imagine  none  bat 
thorough  practical  men  were  appointed.  The  eyes  of  the  Yachting  World 
are  upon  them,  no  theoretical  opinion  must  be  given ;  but  the  report  should 
be  based  on  such  solid  arguments  that  none  can  gainsay  it: — Ed.  H.Y.Bf.31 

The  application  of  the  tonnage  law  to  yacht  races  hat  acted  most 
prejudicially  to  the  interests  of  the  yachtsman ;  certain  elassifioatioii 
and  measurement  has  been  adopted,  but  it  has  frequently  happened  that 
some  one  yacht»  arailing  herself  of  the  defects  in  the  tonnage  law»  haa 
particularly  distinguished  herself ;  wherever  she  appeared,  the  entries 
diminished  in  number  ;  the  sailing  committees  finding  the  i«gattM  on 
the  decline  made  some  stringent  rales,  pointed  exclusively  at  bringing 
the  fSut  yacht  to  the  level  of  the  slower,  and  no  seonar  did  it  small  Tacht 
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in  vsaqiiUlmig  a  larger  Qoe;  than  Ifae  '*  time^  hitbarto  allowed 
W  waa  aboltshetL  Tbe  sole  aim  of  the  sailiog  oommitlaee^appaars  to 
be  the  austeotation  of  their  races,  they  forget  that  in  the  natural  oourse 
of  things  an  improvement  in  the  form  of  the  yachts  takes  place »  and  tha 
hfct  of  the  small  vessel  beating  a  larger  is  but  an  indieatiott  of  advance* 
ment  in  the  right  direttion,  and  shows  that  thrir  efforts  in  encouraging 
a  swifts  dass  of  vessels  have  met  with  success  beyond  their  expectation: 
that  the  vessels  are  bad  is  the  fault  of  the  system  and  of  the  measura^ 
]»ent»  and  the  remedy  oonsists  in  substituting  a  better  system  and  better 
measuranient* 

It  therelbre  appears  that  the  club  measurement  has  had  a  grsat|  but 
most  pernicious  influence  on  the  construction  of  yachts  and  in  the  pro* 
motion  of  spoft ;  and  befons  a  remedy  can  be  applied  it^will  be  neaas* 
ssry  to  determine  by  what  standard  their  speed  is  to  be  measured } 
whether  the  speed  is  to  be  positive  or  comparative,  whether  it  is  the 
sctnal  apeed  through  the  water  without  respect  to  any  consideration  of 
the  siia  of  the  vesselt  or  whether  it  is  the  speed  of  one  vessel  compared 
to  that  <^  another  of  dif&rent  dimensions.  l<?ow,  this  is  most  important, 
because  it  may  happen  that  unless  the  measure  be  a  good  one  the  com* 
parisoa  may  be  unjust,  as  the  larger  vessel  may  be  the  slower.  Beamg 
i»  mind  that  the  object  of  a  sailing  matdi  is  that  ihe  fastest  vessel 
should  win,  and  that  where  two  or  more  yachts  of  unequal  siies  are 
matched  lihe  fastest  in  proportion  to  siae  should  win,  we  require  a  means 
of  estinoating  the  siae,  and  so  handicapinng  them  that  the  best  yacht 
Aall  not  sail  under  any  disadvantage.  The  present  tonnage  measnra- 
aient  has  been  productive  of  the  present  class  of  racing  yachts,  a  class 
which  none  can  wish  to  see  perpetuated,  as  it  includes  very  many  bad 
fiMtnres.  As  a  substitute,  some  of  the  dubs  have  adopted  a  modification 
by  taking  the  length  alofl  instead  of  the  length  bebw.  This  is  probably 
an  improvement,  but  will  merely  alfect  the  rake  of  the  stem-post.  Some 
SKperienced  yachtsmen  advocate  one  simple  measure,  that  of  length  only, 
bat  this  b  doubly  objectionable,  as  it  admits  unlimited  breadth  and 
■alimited  depth  ;  thus  we  should  have  broad  yachts,  which  from  Adr 
form  would  have  great  stability,  and  consequently  carry  hu*ge  sails, 
sntailing  all  the  miseries  of  unseaworthiness«  expense,  and  deficient 
aooommodation.  Other  propositions  for  an  amended  plan  of  measure* 
sieat  haive  been  suggested,  but  they  all  appear  to  be  based  on  a  wrong 
feuadation,  they  contemplate  merely  an  alteration  of  the  existing  ton* 
aage^  and  the  substitution  of  some  other  measure  of  the  capadty  of  the 
vessel  whereby  to  measure  her  speed.  These  two  things— speed  and 
sapacitj,  are  so  opposito>  that  they  can  hardly  be  reconciled  or  compared. 
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We  haTe  teen  the  Heroine  beet  the  Alami,  tbe  Anew  and  Moeqvifto 
beet  the  America,  yet  no  one  thought  the  Heroine  a  better  Teeeel  than 
her  opponent,  or  would  ha?e  preferred  either,  of  the  cotters  to  the 
•chooner. 

What  then  is  really  required  ;  firH  a  measure  of  the  hull  for  club 
pnrJMMee,  or  as  a  means  of  comparison;  and  ieeond,  a  measure  for  racing 
purposes.  For  the  former  the  old  tonnage  may  be  as  good  as  any  other 
measurement ;  and  for  the  latter  we  require  some  limit  which  may 
admit  of  a  fair  and  equitable  classification  or  means  of  handicapping  for 
a  race,  while  it  leaves  the  ikaTal  arehitect  at  liberty  to  construct  his  vessel 
on  any  system  which  he  may  think  proper,  without  permitting  him  to 
infringe  or  evade  the  measurement  Not  only  should  this  unit  of  nae 
oflhr  inducements  to  improve  the  form  of  yaohtSf  but  it  should  aim  at 
an  improvement  in  the  rig  and  arrangement  of  the  sails.  When  such 
a  measurement  is  established,  we  may  hope  for  the  substitution  ci  oor- 
reedy  modelled  yachts,  in  lieu  of  the  over-sparred  and  OTer-manned 
vessels  which  are  to  be  found  at  the  starting'^buoys  of  evety  regatta. 

The  foot  is,  that  the  only  correct  measure  of  a  yacht  for  ranng 
purposes  is  the  measurement  of  the  sails.    Its  great  simplicity  and  prao* 
ticability  are  only  secondary  recommendations  to  the  evident  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  its  adoption,  no  valid  objection  except  that  of  novelty 
has  ever  been  raised  against  it,  and  the  most  beneficial  results  are  to  be 
expected  were  this  method  of  measurement  applied  to  radng  craft. 
This  is  more  particulariy  apparent  when  preparing  a  Mrawing  for  a 
racing  yacht.     The  first  question  naturally  is»  what  vessel  is  it  required 
to  beat,  and  by  what  means  is  she  to  be  beaten  ?     By  larger  sail  or^ 
larger  hull,  or  by  observing  the  same  dimensions  precisel)  ?     It  never 
occurs  to  us  that  the  end  is  to  be  attained  by  reducing  any  part  of  the 
original.     If  the  sail  is  increased  we  gain  an  advantage  over  our  oppo* 
nent  which  should  attract  the  attention  of  the  handicapper  quite  as  much 
or  more,  than  an  increase  in  what  is  settled  to  be  no  longer  a  measure 
of  the  hull.     If  with  smaller  sails  we  outsail  our  rival,  who  can  say  that 
an  improvement  in  the  form  of  our  vessel  is  not  the  cause.     We  have 
given  the  owner  a  yacht  of  equal  size,  and  of  greater  velocity,  requiring 
a  less  crew,  and  consequently  of  less  cost  to  maintain,  and  with  some 
additional  internal  space. 

By  the  present  system  the  attempt  to  improve  is  discountenanced,  and 
a  set  form  of  vessel  which  is  daily  abused  by  its  promotera  is  forced  upon 
us  ;  and  no  one  yacht  club  is  yet  fonnd  bold  enough  to  originate  some 
substantial  correction  of  a  system  which  they  all  acknowledge  to  be 
fundamentally  wrong.     The  only  objection  the  measurement  of  the  arsa 
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of  nul  IS  that  the  innoTation  is  too  great ;  hut  it  mii«t  be  borae  in  mind 
that  the  remedy  ghould  be  proportional  to  the  disease,  and  rarely  the 
difleaae  is  great  enough  :  all  half  measures  or  patching  of  bad  ones  are 
of  fittle  €)T  no  avail  ;  it  has  and  will  only  beget  fresh  erasions,  to  be  met 
by  Ireeh  alterationsi  without  in  any  way  producing  yaehts  constructed 
on  better  principles  than  those  we  have  at  present. 

It  may  be  considered  doubtful  whether  the  actual  sails  could  be 
Deasured,  and  therefore  a  method  of  approximating  to  the  correct  area 
bas  been  suggested  ;  but  there  can  be  no  difficulty  about  measuring  the 
nils  themselves,  and  in  so  doing  it  is  a  question  whether  the  largest 
top-sail  and  the  lan^est  jib  should  be  included  :  by  including  them 
ballooQ  sails  would  cease  to  appear,  and  when  a  yacht  of  any  difierent 
rig  than  the  usual  cutter  or  schooner  ventured  to  race,  she  would  contend 
on  even  terms  as  to  sail  at  least ;  or  if,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  some 
yachtsman  would  start  his  vessel,  well  knowing  her  powers  in  sailing  to 
windward,  but  also  aware  that  without  balloon  sails  his  hardly  contested 
laurels  would  be  snatched  from  him  by  some  sailing  machine  that  can 
double  his  spread  of  eanvas  when  before  the  wind,  then  the  oversailed 
dipper  must  allow  his  adversary  ''time''  in  proportion  to  the  additional 
tail  or  else  not  hoist  it. 

One  of  the  promiment  advantages  of  the  adoption  of  the  sail  measure- 
ment is,  that  the  most  difficult  questions  in  match  sailing  would  meet 
with  an  easy  solution*  When  the  number  of  crew  is  proportional  to 
the  work  to  be  done,  or  in  other  words,  to  the  sail  they  would  have  to 
wt  and  work,  there  could  arise  no  dispute  on  this  head.  Again,  the 
aOowanee  of  time  for  additional  siie  can  be  so  admirably  arranged  when 
the  area  of  sail  is  the  racing  measure  of  sise,  that  when  once  a  good 
tioie  table  was  established  all  trouble  or  annoyance  on  this  score  would 
be  obviated*  Unless  there  is  an  allowance  of  time  for  rise^  the  sail 
measure  loses  half  of  its  evident  advantage,  and  the  races  their  interest ; 
with  it,  yachts  of  different  sixes  and  rigs  can  contend  in  the  same  race 
with  a  fair  chance  of  winning  ;  without  it,  only  one  sin  of  yacht  can 
have  a  chance.  The  following  time  table,  adapted  to  the  sail  measure,  is 
a  part  of  the  system  of  measurement  now  advocated;  in  (act  in  all  matters 
of  racing  the  time  table  is  of  as  much  importance  as  the  measurement. 
The  table  was  constructed  on  a  careful  consideration  of  the  performances 
of  Mosquito,  Volante,  Secret,  Phantom,  Vampire  and  Vesper,  which 
had  sailed  so  often  together  that  the  time  either  of  these  yachts  could 
heat  the^others  was  known  to  a  nicety.  It  may  be  added  that  a  vessel 
of  twelve  tons  sets  about  1,500  feet,  and  a  vessel  of  fifty  tons  sets 
about  4,500  feet. 


t  BOIIT'S  TACBTIira   HAeAKKB. 

TABLB  or  TUCB  FOR  DTFrEBEHCS  OS  SIZE  IM  YACHT 
HATCHES. 


H  boon.       7  hoan.        7^  taonn-       B  boon. 


1500 
1«00 
1700 
1800 
1»00 


9300 
3400 

aooo 

9600 
9700 


SIOO 
SSOO 
3300 
3400 

sw» 

3600 

mm 

3800 
3900 
400« 
4100 
4900 


S9        ai 

4.1}  I  a 


n 


70    I  - 


Tbe  liMOgning  tabia  ia  edcalttwl  od  the  amumptinn  that  the  bHoW' 
•no*  of  tine  Uioiitd  bear  Mine  proportion  to  the  durafion  of  the  race. 
ThM  ft  ntMl  tbe  area  of  whnse  iaili  ti  3,000  iquare  feet,  would  allow 
044  mimitM  to  ona  of '2,000  *qaare  feet  area  in  a  race  of  eight  boon, 
lMit«Dl]r  fiftn*  minutei  if  the  race  latted  tlx  hoan  j  tbe  length  of  tbe 
«Htak  IB  be  MtioMed  firnm  tUe  time  (he  first  reuel  takes  ia  wiliag  orsr 
*>weoiiiM> 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Art  one  who  has  been  suddenly  snatched  from  the  depths  of  despon- 
dency, and  placed  in  a  position  of  joyous  triumph,  can  enter  into  my 
feelings,  as  upon  that  beautiful  morning  of  the  10th  of  July,  18 — , 
I  paced  the  deck  of  the  Duyemay,  now  the  Myosotis  :  if  a  fairy  of 
the  olden  time  had  been  at  my  elbow  I  could  not  have  had  my  every 
wish  more  fully  gratified  ;  talk  of  the  Arabian  Nights  I— -Such  tales  of 
eochantment  were  mere  trifles  compared  to  my  astonishment  and  hap- 
piness ;  but  now  again  the  demon  of  discontent  took  possession  of  me  ; 
this  j€3e  Marston — venerable  and  excellent  mariner  as  he  was, — my 
most  potent,  tho'  by  no  means  presentable  fairy, — might  he  not  prove  a 
little  in  my  way, — ^the  selfishness  and  vanity  of  man  was  strong  within 
me,  I  would  have  my  triumph  to  myself— -no  one  should  question  the 
originality  of  my  genius  in  converting  an  old  weather  w(»rn  battered 
hulk  into  the  splendid  looking  clipper,  which  appeared  to  excite  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  crews  of  the  various  yachts  amidst  which 
we  were  gliding  upon  that  glorious  summer's  morning  ;  in  fact,  1  wished 
the  existence  of  tfie  Duvernay  to  be  ignored  :  I  felt  that  having  him 
on  board  I  could  not  speak  so  freely  of  the  beauties  of  my  vessel^  for 
my  conscience  told  me  that  the  success  was  his  not  mine  ;  what  a  pretty 
mess  my  want  of  purpose  had  placed  me  in  ;  afraid  of  a  poor — worn 
out  old  sailor  ;  moral  courage — yes— where  was  it  ? — what  when  this 
very  paragon  of  yachts  came  to  be  overhauled  ?— it  would  not  be  **  oh 
Mr.  Fenton  what  exquisite  taste  !*' —  or  **  Fenton,  my  boy,  what  a 
thorough  going  sea  dog  you  must  be  I" — No— •!  would  have  to  usher 
Ur.  Marston  forward*  or  be  murmered  at  as  the  pirate  of  another 
man's  talents  ;  oh  no  !  thb  would  never  do-— Marston  must  go, — and 
yet  a  bitter  pang  tortured  me  as  I  looked  around,  and  everything  he  had 
done  evinced  such  an  honest  whole-spirited  devotion  to  the  task  he  had 
so  unostentatiously  undertaken.  Verily  there  was  black  ingratitude  on 
one  eade  and  an  evil  longing  for  unalloyed  triumph  upon  the  other  ;  be- 
sides the  man  was  old-— a  quiet  home  on  shore  would  be  more  conducive 

•  Continued  from  pag«  80. 
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to  his  oomlbrt  than  knocking  about  here  and  there  in  a  yacht ;  it  was 
in  mj  power  to  make  him  comfortable  for  the  remainder  of  his  days  : 
thus  I  sought  to  allay  the  uneasy  feeling  within,  for  I  felt  I  owed  the 
old  man  a  debt  of  gratitude,  and  one  that  I  was  willing  to  discharge^ 
after  my  own  fashion. 

But  time  was  running  short  so  I  summoned  Marston  below. 

'*  You  haye  performed  your  part  well  Marston  I*'  I  commenced— 

*'  No,  sir-— it  war'nt  me— honor  to  whom  honor — and  credit  to  whom 
credit  be  due  !** 

How  I  winced— 

**  But  Joe,  you  don't  mean  to  say  that  all  these  alteratioDS  were  made 
without  your  having  some  voice  in  it  ?" 

"  Mayhap  they  were— -may hap  they  were  not  H*  answered  Marston, 
"  you  see  as  how  I  see*d  this  here  craft  grow  from  her  keel  to  her  truck— 
altho'  I  did  not  say  so  much  when  I  shipped  with  you  down  yon  at 
Freshwater— I  have  seen  too  many  ups  and  downs  in  my  life  to  care 
much  for  overhauling  my  log,— but  as  I  said  afore,  I  seeM  every  stick 
put  into  her,-^he  was  built  for  the  ould  Lord  A  ,  and  just  then  I 
came  off  the  long  voyage— I  was  used  to  yachts  and  fond  of  'em  as  a 
child  would  be  of  its  toy— and  a  happy  man  I  was  the  day  the  ould 
Lord  rated  me  as  her  captain"— 

'*  What  !*'  I  exclaimed,  **  do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  once  wers 
captain  of  this  yacht  ?** 

^  Ay-»ay— true  it  is— and  a  better  bmlt  ship  there  does  not  float  on 
salt  water  than  the  ould  Duvemay  ;— well  Sir,  the  ould  Lord  died,  and 
he  left  in  his  will  that  the  Duvemay  was  to  be  kept  in  the  &mily,  and 
that  I  was  to  be  in  charge  of  her  during  such  time  as  I  chose  to  stay ; 
but  the  young  Lord  was  not  a  sailor — ^he  was  more  for  cruising  ashore 
with  dogs  and  horses  and  fine  ladies,  than  for  a  pea  jacket  and  the  deep 
blue— so  I  went  to  sea  again  in  a  merchant-man,  and  my  change  of 
fortune  went  hard  with  me  I*' 

Here  the  old  man  ceased  for  a  moment  evidently  struggling  with  bitter 
memories* 

"  Well  sir  I  came  back,  and  I  found  the  ould  ship  was  in  bad  hands- 
then  I  tried  to  get  another  yacht,— but  somehow — these  smart  brsss- 
bound  skippers  were  too  many  for  me,  and  I  felt  spirit  and  heart-broken 
when  your  honour  picked  me  up  in  Freshwater  yon, — then  thinks  I  to 
myself— Joe  boy,  here's  a  chance  for  the  ould  ship  and  yourself  too— 
mayhap  the  ould  Lord's  time  is  coming  again — and  that  after  all  she 
and  you  may  have  happy  times  together  as  in  the  olden  days,— so  yoa 
see,  sir,  I  knowed  Jack  Pilchardi  he  was  'prentice  in  the  same  yard 
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where  she  was  built,  a  siaaii  lad  he  was  and  I  may  say  she  was  his  own 
child  ;  so  when  your  honour  tould  me  to  get  her  overhauled  and  made 
shipshape,  I  knowM  if  there  was  a  man  in  the  'varsal  world  that  would 
io  that  after  my  own  heart  it  was  Jack  Pilchard  ; — he  did  take  on  a  bit 
too  when  he  see'd  her,  and  says  be—'  she  was  my  first  ship  Joe— and  111 
make  her  an  Al  yet'— whether  he  has  done  so  or  not— your  honour  is 
the  best  judge  T 

*'  Bat  Joe,  Mr.  Pilchard  did  not  know  me— -or  anything  about  me— 
bow  did  he  know  he  would  ever  be  paid  for  all  ibis  work  ?^^ 

**  'Well,  sir,  you  see  as  how  Jack  Pilchard  and  I  were  boys  together, 
and  I  may  say  all  as  one  as  brothers,  and  though  he  knew  I  was  wild 
and  wayward  in  my  day-«yet  he  also  knew  that  I  was  an  honest  man, 
and  a  man  who  never  gave  his  word  without  keeping  it." 

**  Yet  yoa  did  not  know  me^  Marston.'* 

**  I  hare  seen  a  good  many  men  in  my  Hfe  time,  sir— and  studied  their 
ways  too, — and  I  think  I  can  know  a  gentleman  when  I  meet  him^ 
besides  I  had  the  papers  of  the  ship— altho'  for  that  matter  they  were  of 
little  use  T 

'*  Then  Mr.  Pilchard  has  these  papers  now  Joe  in  security  for  his 
account?'' 

"  No,  sir— he'd  soom  the  like  even  as  I  would— here  are  the  papers  !'' 
Baid  the  old  sailor,  drawing  himself  proudly  erect  as  he  placed  them  on 
the  table* 

Here  then  was  an  instance  of  simple  confidence  in  an  old  honest- 
hearted  rough-spun  son  of  the  sea,  he  had  pledged  himself  in  my  be- 
half and  carried  out  what  I  lacked  the  energy  and  knowledge  to  do  my- 
self,—-well  there  was  one  thing— neither  him  nor  his  fiiend  Jack 
Pilchard  should  regret  that  confidence— and  yet  this  was  the  man  I  was 
going  to  cast  from  me— a  man  who  reposed  implidt  faith  in  me  such  as 
1  had  never  hitherto  experienced. 

"  And  here!"  continued  he  "  is  Jack's  account  for  what  he  has  done,— 
also  my  account  of  money  laid  out  in  bringing  her  away  from  Fresh- 
water and  back,  and  here  is  fifteen  pounds  ten  shillings  of  the  £60  your 
honor  entrusted  to  me!" 

I  glanced  hurriedly  over  them — the  account  for  all  that  had  been 
done, — ^for  making  a  new  ship  of  the  Duvernay,  was  not  half  what  I  had 
eoDtemplated  ;  and  every  farthing  that  Marston  had  expended  was  ac- 
eonnted  for,  and  the  balance  laid  before  me. 

'*Put  that  amount  in  your  pocket  Joe  !"  I  exclaimed  ''as  an  instal- 
ment of  what  I  intend  doing  for  you  !" 

"  If  I  may  make  bold  enough  to  ask  your  honor^— may  I  hope  to  get 
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charge  of  the  ould  ship  onee  more,  if  your  honor  wants  reference  or 
security— there**  Jack  Pilchard      '    ?** 

The  old  mariner  looked  at  me  with  a  keen  enquiring^  longing  g^aie. 

''  I  have  picked  this  crew  for  jour  honor^*and  a  finer  lot  of  hrave 
dashing  seamen  never  trod  a  plank,— they  know  nothing  about  the  ship, 
where  she  came  from  or  anything  else,  but  they  know  me  of  old  !*' 

Poor  Joe — he  little  knew  that  in  telling  me  this  he  was  bat  urging 
the  evil  thing  within  me. 

**  1  am  sorry  Marston  I  cannot  at  presebt  give  yoa  an  answer  on 
that  point,  I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  aware  that  I  have  engaged 
Captain  Parry  Hammond  for  twelve  months  certain  !" 

The  old  man's  countenance  underwent  a  painful  change  the  Mght 
cheerful  glance  of  the  clear  grey  eye  fled  ;  the  happy  confident  smile 
departed  from  his  lip  ;  the  erect  and  manly  attitude  he  had  assumed 
relapsed  into  one  of  cowering  despondency,  and  the  most  intense  wretch- 
edness and  sorrow  seemed  on  the  instant  to  pervade  his  every  feature. 

*'  Ay — ay  !"  he  muttered  **  it's  my  fate,— the  old  boat  and  the  mud 
again  I** 

*<But  Joe  I"  I  interposed,-— What  more  I  would  have  said  to 
restore  him  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  the  smart  steward,  who 
announced  Mr.  Horatio  Flowerdew^  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lascelles  ,  as 
they  entered  Marston  withdrew. 

**  Ha — ha,  Fenton  my  boy,  up  to  your  time,  see  we  have  found  you  out, 
what  a  splendid  vessel— magnificent-— does  you  credit— the  ladies  were 
begiuning  to  think  something  had  occurred  to  prevent  your  arrival  T 

f  *  Save  and  except  the  fair  Mabel  I"  languidly  interposed  the  Hon. 
Whitworth. 

Bless  him  how  I  liked  him  for  that  simple  sentence. 

"  But  what  a  vessel  you  have  got  under  you  Master  Fenton  !''  rattled 
on  the  garrulous  Flowerdew,  <<  Beats  anything  afloat  here — What's  her 
tonnage?  Where  was  she  built  ?  How  many  men  do  you  muster  ?  Who 
is  your  captain  ?  And  above  all  what  is  her  name  ?" 

I  had  cautioned  Marston  as  to  a  change  in  this  respect,  which  had 
been  fully  attended  to,  **  Did  you  not  observe  the  name  on  my  men's 
hats  ?"  I  enquired,  "  She  is  called  the— Myosotis." 

"  Weil,  everybody  on  shore  is  talking  about  her,  and  for  that  matter 
everybody  afloat  too  I  suppose,  she  has  created  quite  a  sensation  I  avare 
you  ;  she  is  certainly  the  finest  vessel  that  has  appeared  at  Cowes  for 
many  a  season,  but  let  us  have  a  look  round  old  fellow,  let  us  have  a 
look  round  !" 

Under  other  circumstances,  I  might  have  checked  Mr.  Flowerdew 


8IM0H  B00MEB*8  GUN  BOOH.  I6l 

with  a  not  OTer-conrteoiu  rebuff  as  it  was,  I  inwardlj  thanked  him  for 
intermpting'  my  painful  interview  with  Marston  :  m  I  showed  them 
roand  the  vesflel,  repeated  exclamations  of  delight  broke  from  both,  and 
even  the  blase  Lascelles  became  excited :  the  ladies'  saloon  drew  forth 
enthusiaatio  encomiums  on  its  quiet  elegance,  and  the  sleeping  accommo- 
dations were  declared  the  perfection  of  luxury  ;  my  refined  taste  was 
extolled  in  a  manner  that  flattered  me  painfully — for  the  reflection  would 
foroe  itself  constantly  upon  me  that  I  was  but  the  jackdaw  in  peacock's 
gaib  ;  thence  we  proceeded  on  deck — where,  to  do  him  justice,  Flower- 
dew  appeared  perfectly  at  home,  and  criticised  everything  evidently  with 
the  eye  of  a  practical  seaman  ;  not  a  detail  escaped  him,  and  my  crew 
appeared  to  take  justifiable  pride  in  pointing  out  improvements  in  the 
fitting  of  her  gear  to  one  that  appeared  so  capable  of  appreciating 
them. 

*'  You  surprise  me  Fenton  !"  he  exclaimed  ''  you  indeed  surprise  me— 
I  think  you  have  been  amusing  yourself  at  the  expense  of  our  credulity, 
when  talking  heretofore  on  nautical  matters,  and  that  you  possess  much 
more  practical  knowledge  than  we  are  able  to  discovery.  By  all  that's 
briny,  such  a  vessel  as  this  shows  the  master  hand  of  a  thorough  sailor  V* 

Every  word  of  this  intended  flattery  pierced  me  to  the  heart, — was 
it  honest  in  me,  to  use  plain  terms,  thus  to  borrow  a  reputation  ?  borrow 
indeed — to  purloin  would  have  been  a  better  applied  expression  ;  but 
yet  triumph  was  sweet  over  this  Flowerdew,  I  gloat^  in  his  openly 
expressed  wonder — I  smiled  a  self  satisfied  answer  to  his  'gratulations, 
**  it  was  nothing  at  all,  I  had  a  taste  for  these  things  !" 

"  Taste  my  dear  fellow— taste,— don't  tell  me  Fenton  that  mere  taste 
alone  will  enable  a  man  to  turn  out  a  craft  like  this — ^why  my  good  fel- 
low there  is  evidence  here  of  a  long  life  of  practical  experience  !*' 

What  a  hypocrite  I  felt  myself  to  be — pshaw,  it  was  but  to  Flowerdew 
after  all — and  him  I  felt  I  could  not  afford  to  be  candid  with  ;  he  was 
a  mystery  to  me — and  I  determined  to  be  likewise  so  to  him,— here 
then  was  the  first  step  in  the  game  of  deception,  and  I  held  the  trump 
cards  :  besides  it  was  all  my  own,  I  should  have  to  pay  for  it — a  man 
may  do  as  he  likes  with  bis  own. 

The  steward  here  made  his  appearance  to  say  lunch  was  ready,  it  was 
my  turn  for  wonderment  now,  we  went  below  ;  the  table  of  the  first 
magnate  of  the  land  could  not  have  been  more  sumptuously  laid,  every 
appliance  that  the  most  fastidious  connoisseur  in  luxurious  elegance  could 
revel  in  was  there,— exquisitely  neat  table  ware  with  the  name  **  Myosotis" 
upon  a  garter  surrounding  my  crest ;  sparkling  glass,  faultless  silveri 
and  spotiees  napery  greeted  the  eye ;  a  crystal  vase  filled  with  rare 
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flowers  filled  the  saloon  with  thm  delicious  perfume,  and  a  dainty  repast 
amply  attested  the  powers  of  the  ship's  ehef-de'cuisine*  I  did  the 
honours  in  dumh  show,  for  my  mind  was  disturbed  with  conflicting  emo* 
tions  ;  the  popping  of  a  champagne  cork  aroused  me. 

'  <  Success  to  the  Myosotis  !"  exclaimed  the  worthy  Horatio* 

«  Success  I''  lisped  the  Hon.  Whitworth  Lascelles. 

Was  their  wish  honest  and  sincere  thought  I— where  was  the  rough 
but  true-hearted  old  man  who  had  conjured  up  all  this  excellence  that 
success  was  wished  to. 

<*  Hold  a  moment  gentlemen  I "  I  exclaimed  "  there  is  one  on  board 
roust  be  present  at  the  drinking  of  that  wish!" 

I  saw  Flowerdew  regarding  me  furtively  with  a  keen  and  curiously 
enquiring  g^e,— what  cared  I— I  would  give  Marston  his  due  after  alL 

**  Steward  I" 

"  Yes,  sir  1" 

«<  Send  Marston  to  me  I'* 

The  old  man  was  gone,— the  money  I  had  presented  to  him  lay  on 
tiie  buffet  untouched. 


On  the  erening  of  that  day  the  pretty  yilla  of  the  Cedars  gave 
evidence  of  high  festival  being  held  within  its  precincts,  and  although 
during  the  short  period  of  my  acquaintance  I  had  not  known  Mrs.  Col- 
dough  to  receive  beyond  the  limited  circle  I  met  at  her  house ,  yet  upon 
this  particular  occasion,  she  had  issued  invitations  to  a  numerous  party, 
solely,  as  Flowerdew  confidentially  informed  me,  to  welcome  me  back  to 
the  Island ;  '<How  kind,''  thought  I,  ''good  Mrs.  Coldough  !" 

^<  Yes  I"  continued  Flowerdew,  "  you  have  no  idea  what  a  fancy  she 
has  taken  to  3/OU,  independent  of  relationship-HBhe  is  always  speaking 
about  you  !" 

'*  And  the  young  ladies— have  I  succeeded  in  making  as  favorable  an 
impression  there  too  ?*' 

^*  Well — hum— as  far  as  a  man  can  judge  of  the  sex,  you  know-*-bttt 
by  the  way  Fenton,  are  you  a  marrying  man  ?  " 

'*  My  father  was,  I  have  heard,  my  dear  Flowerdew  !" 

*•  Ha— ^ha^^xcuse  me— -'pon  my  soul  you  are  such  a  thorough  Irish- 


man." 


«*  Yes!  *'  I  answered,  **  it  is  an  Irish  method  I  confess,  but  not  the  less 
a  good  one  when  the  occasion  warrants  !" 

•*  Well,  well,  excuse  me— you  Irish  fellows  are  so  devilish  peppeiy, 
but  I  see  you  want  to  be  flattered — well  I'll  tell  you  a  little  secret— 
the  young  ladies  perfectly  adore  yon  I"  and  he  laughed  his  devilish  cy 
nical  laugh. 
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Well  we  Bhall  see,"  I  muttered  seDtentiousIy. 
Tell  me  Fenton  I"  he  exclaimed,  clapping   me  familiarly  on   the 
ihoulder,  **  I  know  jou  are  a  man  of  the  world,  and  a  man  of  taste, 
which  of  the  girls  do  yoa  like  best  ?^' 

The  question  was  put  so  suddenly  and  artfully  as  almost  to  throw  me 
off  my  guard, 

^  Ah,  well  you  puzzle  me,  as  perhaps  I  might  suffer  in  your  esti- 
mation by  being  too  candid  ;  but  now  that  you  haye.  been  so  confidential 
with  me^what  wduld  you  think  if  the  name  of  Colclough  was  changed 
to  Fenton  ?*' 

He  started  perceptibly — "On  your  honour  Fenton  do  you  mean  it  V* 
**1  have  not  said  so  that  I  am  aware  of  Flowerdew,— I  merely  asked 
your  opinion  as  you  have  asked  mine,  on  perhaps  as  equally  an  impor- 
tant subject  I" 

He  was  silent  for  a  moment  as  if  uncertain  how  to  answer  ;  "Just  a 

matter  of  taste  I  should  think  I"  he  said  at  length  somewhat  haughtily. 

**  Quite  80  Flowerdew, — I  am  glad  you  take  so  clear  a  view  of  it,  it  is 

jusi  as  much  a  matter  of  taste  as  to  which  of  the  Misses  Harewood  I 

admire  most  1'^ 

At  this  moment  our  conveyance  entered  the  grounds  of  the  Cedars, 
and  the  brilliant  lights,  the  hum  of  many  voices,  and  the  sounds  of 
joyous  music  betokened  the  presence  of  a  numerous  company ;  so  shaking 
off  an  undefinable  sensation  of  uneasiness  that  pervaded  me,  I  prepared 
to  abandon  myself  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  hour.  As  we  alighted  at 
the  door,  I  heard  Flowerdew*s  name  pronounced  by  a  voice  that  appeared 
strangely  familiar  to  me ;  he  left  me  hastily,  and  through  the  dusky 
twilight  I  could  scarcely  distinguish  the  person  who  addressed  him,  but 
the  voice  was  surely  known  to  me,  a  half  suppressed  "  hush "  caught 
my  ear^I  turned  to  enter  the  house-^again  I  heard  the  same  voice,  but 
speaking  in  guarded  accents,  I  knew  it  this  time — the  hoarse  growling 
tones  could  not  be  mistaken,  it  was  Mr.  Parry  Hammond's  dulcet  tones,  ^ 
itow  what  in  the  name  of  creation  had  he  to  communicate  at  such  an 
hour  to  Flowerdew— how  did  he  know  him — why  had  not  the  scoundrel 
met  me  on  that  morning  as  I  had  appointed  with  him  two  months 
before  ?  I  would  unravel  the  mystery,  if  such  it  was,  at  once  ;  just 
then  a  tiny  hand  glided  into  mine,  and  soft  accents  whispered  : — 

*'  Well  truant,— you  are  come  at  last— how  we  have  watched  and 
longed  for  you  V* 

Flowerdew — Hammond — the  world-^to  the  wmds,— Mabel  Harewood 
stood  before  me  in  all  her  gorgeous  beauty. 
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BT    AN    OLD    SALT. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

Talking  about  chasing  the  lugger  puts  me  in  mmd  of  another  chase  we 
had  sometime  afterwards.     This  was,  however,  b  the  open  sea,  and  oc- 
curred as  follows  : — We  were,  and  had  been,  for  some  time  in  search  of, 
I  think  the   '•  Independence/'    American  frigate,  and  I  believe  she  was 
as  eagerly  seeking  us  ;  but  thank  God  said,  and  say  I,  the  over  anxiety 
to  find  eacK  other  eflfectually  defeated  the  (belligerent  bumps  of  our) 
fire- eating  commanders  ;  and  though  often  preceding  and  succeeding 
each  other  at  many  places  but  a  few  days,  we  never  met — a  matter  most 
of  our  officers  affected  deeply  to  deplore,  but  at  which,  not  being  over 
fond  of  playing  at  cricket  with   241b  shots  propelled  at  a  speed  of  four 
miles  a  minute,  I  secretly  rejoiced  at.     We  contrived,  however,  to  be  for 
a  year  in  a  constant  state  of  fiery  excitement  regarding  her.     Such 
practicings  at  targets  with  musketry — such  ball-practice  at  old  tar  and 
beef  barrels — such  sword,  or  rather  such  cutlass  exercise — and  such  sud- 
den makings  all  sail  after  every  bit  of  canvas  peeping  above  the  horizon: 
such  a  look-out  aloft,  and  oh,  the  flogging  those  poor  fellows  got,  who, 
when  looking  out  from  the  masthead,  allowed  any  one  on  deck  to  see  a 
sail  they  had  not  reported. 

It  was,  in  short,  a  very  stirring,  and  not  a  little  harassing  time  we 
had  of  it,  having  this  one  good  effect,  however:  out  of  a  most  heteroge- 
neous crew  of  all  sorts  and  callings  of  men,  some  of  them  utterly  useless, 
and  even  worse  at  first  starting,  was  produced  as  smart  and  able  a  ship's 
company  as  any  in  the  service. 

We  very  nearly  put  our  foot  in  it  one  foggy  night  off  the  Western 
Islands  though  ;  for,  having  learned  our  foe  had  not  long  before  been 
seen  off  these,  we  were  tearing  away  all  round  them,  hoping  to  both 
sight  him  and  fight  him,  when,  on  the  said  foggy  night,  close  abroad  of 
us  loomed,  large  and  lofty,  a  skip  1  "  Hands  to  quarters,  up  signal  Ian- 
thorns,  and  hail  *  ship  a-hoy  !'  "  was  the  work  of  one  minute  ;  the  next^ 
in  silence,  saw  her  gliding  past  our  starboard  beam.  <*  Stand  by  the 
starboard  quarter-deck  guns"  was  followed  without  a  pause  by  *'  Firs,^ 

*  Continued  from  page  118. 
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One  of  oor  shots  mnashing  her  answering  signal  lanthornSy  and  cutting 
her  signal  halyards  in  two,  jnst  as  they  dimly  glimmered  through  the 
fog  above  her  bulwarks.  A  whole  broadside  fiurly  hissed  past  our  stem, 
within  a  fathom  of  us  from  our  "great  unknown,'*  and  then,  once  more 
up  went  the  signal  lanthoms  of— -no  Yankee  frigate— but  his  Britannic 

Well,  there  was  heave  to  and  telegraph  through  the  fog.  'Tother 
man  was  senior  Captain  ;  ours  was  ordered  on  board.  ''Young-— —P 
"Sir,"  says  L  UMan  the  gig  ;**  and  the  gig  was  manned,  lowered, 
and  onr  irate  commander  in  her,  and  away  we  pulled  for  the  camera- 
obscura  sort  of  light  given  by  our  friend's  signal  lanthoms,  on  approaeh- 
mg  which,  and  the  great  black  hull  beneath  them,  a  most  angry  voice 
inued  therefrom,  hailing,  **  Boat  a~hoy  I"  I  was  just  answering  "  Ay, 
ay,^  when  the  governor  took  the  words  out  of  my  mouth  by  calling  out 
"  Hallo  !"  **  What  boat's  that?"  was  rejoined,  when,  to  my  horror,  our 
fierce  skipper  replied,  ''A  deal  gig."  Now  the  old  saying  of  ''insult 
upon  injury"  was  a  fool  to  this  ;  but  nothing  would  stop  him  when  his 
monkey  was  up,  and  I  fully  expected  a  volley  of  small  arms  as  a  reply, 
in  lieu  of  which,  however,  a  voice  said  in  a  sarcastically  contemptuous 
tone,  **  Come  on  board.  Deal  gig.** 

And  as  by  that  time  I  had  ran  the  boat  alongside,  our  "  Old  Feller,'* 
as  Jack  used  to  call  him,  seized  the  side  ropes,  stepped  half  way  up  the 
ship's  side,  and  then,  half  turning  towards  me,  he  said  in  a  kind  of  over- 
polite  way,  "  Be  kind  enough  to  see  my  boat  is  not  chafed  against  this 
vesseVs  side."  And  then  he  slowly  disappeared  on  board,  whero  he  and 
his  brother  commander  had  a  very  stormy  discussion,  for  on  our  "  Old 
Feller"  once  moro  appearing  at  her  gangway,  I  heard  a  voice  of  autho- 
rity say  ''Then,  Captain  D  ,  I  am  to  understand  you  will  make  no 
apology  for  this  night's  work  ?"  "  No,  certainly  not,"  was  the  reply  in 
a  very  quiet  tone.  "  Then,"  said  the  other  "  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty 
to  report  the  afiair  to  their  Lordships  I"  "  Do  so  I"  said  our  incorrigi- 
ble Old  Feller, "  and  I  trust  your  report  may  be  as  loud  and  harmless  as 
your  late  broadside  f* 

And  with  this  last  word,  he  slowly  descended  into  the  boat,  and  we 
pulled  on  board  and  made  sail,  secured  the  guns  and  magazine,  and  set 
the  watch,  and  order  and  silence  roigned  supreme. 

Well,  as  we  chased  every  blessed  thing  afloat  in  the  shape  of  a  vessel, 
either  to  ask  questions  if  British,  or  capture  if  an  enemy,  we  one  day 
came  up  with  a  brig,  which  although  evidently  English  in  hull,  spars, 
ssils,  and  ensign,  tried  as  hard  as  she  could  to  avoid  us.  HowcYer, 
as  a  hay  stack  ranning  an  ay  from  a  flssh  of  lightning  would  have  had 
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about  at  good  a  ohance*  we  got  her  uader  ear  lee  beam  in  do  timef  bmA 
on  boarding  her»  foand  we  bad  made  a  re»captare  of  an  Ameriean  prise^ 
she  being  a  Bristol  brig^  laden  with  wine,  siiki,  and  aulphary  and 
taken  two  daya  before  by  the  Taakoe  lehooaer  '*  Unde  Sami"  ae  I  riwU 
ipall  her. 

Now,  **  Uncle  Sam"  was  a  most  adrentoroos  and  snocessfnl  priTateer, 
which  sailed  like  a  witeh,  was  handled  like  a  glove^  and,  when  occasion 
required  it,  fought  with  a  spirit  worthj  of  the  "  Free  blooded  Yankee" 
who  commanded  her.  Well,  in  the  course  of  the  ue^t  week  we  re-cap* 
tared  three  other  Tessels  of  her  taking,  and  by  a  series  of  pumjung  and 
bribery,  we  ^t  out  of  one  of  her  crew  taken  in  the  prises,  who  was 
idottbtless  a  Brituher,  in  what  part  of  the  ocean  we  were  most  likely  to 
&U  in  with  her,  and  then  away  we  went>  scanning  the  horizon  on  all 
sides  with  uaceasing  care  aad  diligeneey  a  purser's  suit  of  dothea  and 
Ato  guineas  being  the  reward  offered  to  die  lucky  lodc-eut  maa  wbe 
should  first  see  "  Uncle  Sam.'' 

The  next  week  saw  many  a  speaking  trumpet  and  spyglass  jnussAMk 
Udf  and  many  a  poor  devil  rope's-ended,  or  started*  or,  in  plun  EogUsh, 
beaten  with  a  rope,  because  why  ?  for  the  rather  unjustifiable  reason 
that,  whenerer  the  hands  were  turned  up,  the  last  man  (and  a  kui  man 
there  must  always  be)  up  the  hatchway,  got  a  precious  good  rope's-ending: 
(b^gjpng  pardon  for  the  pun),  making  him  a  9mari  seaman  in  a  most 
painful  sense  of  the  word.  This  practice  I  hare  no  doubt  had  its  origin 
in  the  Chinese  dock  boats  lining  the  Canton  river»  where,  the  boat's 
stem  being  placed  towards  the  land,  a  large  platform  is  lowered  each 
morning,  and  the  numerous  boats'  company  of  ducks  waddle  on  shore 
into  the  paddy  fields  to  glean  stray  grains  of  rice,  worms,  grubs»  Asc*, 
until  the  afternoon,  when  the  owner  of  each  boat  arms  himself  with  a 
long  and  slender  bamboo,  applies  a  whisUe  to  his  lips,  and  Iken  oom- 
meaces  a  scuttling  and  waddling  for  the  boat  curious  to  behold,  the  old 
stagers  baring  gleaned  towards  and  near  the  boat>  walking  easily  and 
fearlessly  on  board,  but  the  young  and  thoughtless  ducks,  far  away«  may 
be  seen  spluttering,  tumbling,  quacking,  and  straggling  towards  home 
for  dear  life^  the  hut  unhappy  bird  getting  most  unmercifully  bambooi- 
hd  for  being  to, 

Howeyer,  at  daylight  on  a  fine  Sunday  morning,  the  weather  dear 
and  calm,  a  sail  was  reported  from  the  mast-head  as  away  on  the  larboard 
quartoTi  her  u{^per  sails  only  risible.  Away  goes  Mr.  Firstlough  aloft 
into  the  misen-topmast  orosstrees,  and  your  humble  servant  into  the 
main  ones,  eaefa  looking  through  a  glass*  All  at  once  the  miaen  cross- 
trees  say-^*'  I  say^  yeimg  *-^i  by  jingo»  it's  a  schooner,  aint  it  T 
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^ Y0B,  Bu/" I  mftf,  **I  €tm  soly 4m  one  iquitfe  w)»  aad  I  iM  tivo 
Maste.**  Dotm  goat  fin!  IdF,  toihis  '<Okl  fWlW,^  and  op  ike  omdm;  dMH 
Old  lff«Eidiaa>  and  1m»  ttid  tkg  fint  IdF,  ha^  a  Umg  pala^ary  tiieii  iai^ 
panlana  an  ordered  aft,  and  tw  audte  a  aham  poop  IiIeo  aa  IndiMian^ 
theomolvemoaUeifl  fidced  into  ten  Mmmq  iaogllH  and  lowered  ofertiM 
atem,  with  a  imp  aitabked  to  each  ^lutfter  io  deaden  W  w^  tliiongii 
tka  wates^  if  neoeataiy;  the  eaile  aro  iH  let,  theiopes  leftelaek,  and  everj 
poeeible  dodge  pat  in  ftaoe  4o  aMke  the  emafteet  frigate  in  H>li.ieritee 
look  ae  Hke  an  old  tnh  of  a  ineeAantman  na  poeeible. 

fitiU,  it  wae  a  dead  ealm,  and  as  it  often  happens  that  the  oae  Tseselt 
getting  ibe  hreene  hefose  the  otter,  eaa  eiaep  oeariy  ap  to  her  befone 
a4e  geteity  we,  in  the  eeUsh  spirit  of  most  prajere,  beseechingly  whistled 
the  wind  to  begin  with  as.  Bat  no  i  fiiet  of  all»  oa  the  £»  herinoa 
beyeod  the  ecAiooaeri  was  eeea  a  ioag  aad  thin  dark  line,  Uke  the  fine 
of  a  qpidei^e  weby  etNtohing  aeroee  vacancy,  then  here  and  there  were 
aeen  aaiall  vofled  qtete  on  old  ocean's  breast,  like  the  shadows  of  lift 
ciQesiag  the  laigbt  tenor  >of  its  oonrse,  aad  then,  lUce  the  sigh  of  iVoser- 
piae  awakening  Aem  her  sleep,  a  gentle  air  was  lek  te  breathe  en  oat 
beeahaod  ship.  The  sehooaer  wes  evidendy  nearing  as,  as  i  had  jrasea 
her  topsail,  and  could  see  her  setting  studding  sails  on  both  sides  forward 
M  she  bore  down  on  as  right  before  the  wind  ;  there  was  order  (not 
beat)  to  ^nartars,  doose  all  aniforms,  away  all  boatwun's  whiadee,  and 
eat  of  eight  all  hands,  myself  being  stowed  away  on  the  lee  side  of  the 
maat^head,  oat  of  sight  too,  and  fiilly  reporting  our  friend's  proeeedings. 

Down  she  came  on  as  with  racing  speed,  nod  when  within  gaaahot 
and  ahalf  of  ns,  she  fired  a  blank  cartridge  and  ran  ap  the  firitiah  ooloore. 
We  had  joat  began  to  feel  the  breeee  ao  as  to  get  steerage  way,  and 
when  we  iieard  the  gan,  we  began  to  brail  up  the  mainsui  in  the  most 
kibfaerfy  way  eonceirable^  bending  ea  our  ensiga  the  wrong  side  up,  and 
then  when  half  hoisted,  pretending  io  see  our  error,  we  hauled  it  down 
and  hoisted  it  right ;  bang  comes  a  aecond  gun,  shotted,  from  her  lo^ 
Tom  evidenftiy,  as  the  shot  recochetted  acroae  our  bow9»  ekipping  along 
Ao  water  like  a  etooe  thrown  by  a  lad  to  pUy  ducke  and  drakes  with } 
Ihea  we  slowly  braced  bye  the  mainyard,  laying  the  main-topsail  to  the 
■MMt,  and  let  ibe  ship  eome  op  to  the  wind,  stationary  nearly^  just  sof- 
fiaient  wqr  being  kept  on  her  to  allow  her  to  be  nnder  the  oontrol  of 
her  helm* 

Oar  friend««or  rather  foe,  for  there  were  new  no  doubts  as  to  hia 
ideotity«^when  witlnn  long  range  ehot  took  in  his  etuddiogeaile,  and  wea 
boldly  bearing  down  on  oa,  when,  one  of  our  maindeek  porta  stioking 
foat   when  preeeed,   Mr.  *' Down-jib^and-wear-her"  ordered  an  Inah 
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waister  to  hit  it  gen^  (as  if  an  Lnahman  excited  ooold  hit  anything 
gently)  with  a  lerer.  Pat  gave  it  a  poke  that  aent  it  flying  open  to  ita 
fullest  extent^  when  back  it  closed  again  with  a  thud.  In  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye  the  schooner  saw  it,  and  in  another  wink  had  hauled  his  wind, 
hcaoed  his  headyards  sharp  up,  roused  flat  aft  lus  mainsheet^  run  down 
the  British  flag  only  to  hoist  it  again  beneath  the  stars  and  stripes^  and 
away  he  went  dead  in  the  wind's-eye  of  us»  three  impertinent  cbeeES 
saluting  our  surprised  senses  from  her  most  oiidacious  crew  I 

When  Jonathan  luffed  up  dead  in  the  wind's  eye  of  us,  we  felt  what 
he  would -haye  called  '^  con-si-de-ra-ble  streaked!"  but  only  for  one 
moment ;  the  next  saw  staeam  cable  cut  adrifl;^  ditto  tarpaulins,  yards 
braced  sharp  up,  and  CTery  stitch  of  sail  set  that  by  any  sort  of  human 
and  nautical  ingenuity  could  be  spread  to  the  light  air  of  wind  which 
barely  filled  our  upper  sails.  Now,  there  is  no  doubt  that ''  Uncle  Sam," 
knowing  himself  to  be  the  fastest  yessel  afloat  on  a  bowHne,  his  schooner 
eating  into  the  wiud^s  eye  like  the  black  fellow's  mudian,  which  sailed 
"  two  pint  toder  side  de  wind ,  sar,"  felt  pretty  safe  in  his  own  kaHik^- 
Hon  that  he  would  be  hull  down  to  windward  of  us  before  sundown. 
But  just  two  things  interfered  with  this  (for  him)  pleasant  arrangemeat* 
as  follows. 

Firstly,  with  as  much  wind  as  the  fngate  could  cany  single-reefed 
topsails  to,  with  topgallant-sails  over  them,  she  was  a  rum  'un  to  beat, 
and  the  Old  One  to  go  ;  and  secondly,  the  breeze  coming  from  him  to 
us,  if  it  veered  so  as  to  head  him  off  first,  it  would  enable  us  to  keep  our 
luff  much  longer  than  him,  before  reaching  us,  by  which  we  should  regain 
any  lost  ground  arising  from  our  being  unable  to  lie  as  near  the  wind 
by  a  point  as  he  did.  Indeed,  as  good  luck  (for  us)  would  have  il^ 
before  noon  that  day  the  wind  had  hauled  round  from  S.W.  to  N.W., 
and  freshened  up  to  a  third  of  a  gale,  and  when  Old  Meridian  made  it 
12  o'clock,  our  Yankee  friend  was  a  point  and  a  half  on  our  lee  bow, 
ten  miles  off,  and  taking  in  second  reef  in  his  boom  mainsail ;  and  I 
must  say  the  way  that  mainsail  was  reefed  and  set,  and  re-reefed  as  the 
wind  freshened  or  slackened  that  afternoon,  did  infinite  credit  to  both 
her  captain  and  crew,  as  with  more  than  half  his  complement  of  men 
away  in  prizes,  he  took  in  and  made  sail  as  smartly  as  any  vessel  afloat 
could  have  done  it  with  all  hands  on  board,  and  they  the  best  seamen 
afloat. 

Well,  away  we  both  went,  just  clean  fell  and  bye,  every  yard  braced 
up,  and  every  sail  set^  to  what  Old  Meridian  called  "a  affigraffy,''  the 
frigate  taking  the  seas  over  the  weather  bow  till  the  cook  swore  his  aze 
was  washed  through  the  keyhole  of  the  cabin  door ;  it  wa%  ioo^  our  best 
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pcmit  of  saOing'y  and  until  this  day,  with  inch  a  stodge  of  wind  and  sea, 
notliiiig^  had  ever  held  her  way  and  wind  with  ns.  Bat  on  this  oocasioni 
verily,  we  had  found  our  match,  for  although  our  masts  were  bending 
like  reeds,  and  our  jib*boom  buekling  dll  its  end  seemed  to  be  looking 
akxDg  the  lee  beam,  not  one  inch  did  we  gain  on  "  Uncle  Sam."  Sbe 
seemed  to  defy  alike  ourselves,  and  the  elements,  for  now  and  then  she 
iq^peared  to  be  gone  past  redemption  in  a  perfect  body  of  foaming  sea, 
wfaieh  flew  up  in  white  sprays  to  her  very  cross-trees^  and  shut  her 
wholly  firom  our  view,  the  next  moment  saw  her  rise  like  a  thing  of  life, 
only  to  be  again  smothered  in  the  next  hst  ruuning  ware*  But,  sailing 
imder  or  ovea  water  seemed  to  suit  her  equally  well,  for  not  a  rope  parted, 
a  sail  splits  or  a  spar  sprung,  as  she  tore  through  the  seas  more  like  a 
harpooned  whale  than  a  vessel  of  wood  and  iron. 

I  never  saw  our  **  Old  Feller^  so  excited  in  a  peculiar  way  before,  all 
national  enmity  was  lost  in  unbounded  admiration  of  the  way  she  was 
handled,  and  as  I  held  his  speaking  trumpet  (I  having  been  for  some 
time  his  own  particular  middy)  whilst  he  stood  forward  by  the  lee  bits 
lookiog  at  her  through  his  glass,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  fol- 
lowing kind  of  running  commentary  on  his  fast  sailing  opponent.  *'  By 
Jupiter,  how  she  does  go  ;  confound  him  he'll  carry  away  his  masts  ; 
there.  I  said  so,  she's  over  or  down  ;  no,  up  she  oomes,  he's  a  real  smart 
fellow  that  sails  that  schooner,  if  I  do  get  her,  he  shall  have  all  I  have 
lor  he's  a  Brit — ^.  No,  confound  him  he's  a  Tenkee,  one  of  the  cocktail 
loarer  sort  too  I  fancy  ;  but  toAat  a  seaman!"  Then,  if  he  saw  our  head 
take  the  least  swing  off  to  leeward,  he  would  turn  round  and  call  out  in 
a  voice  oddly  compounded  of  remonstrance,  petition  and  defiance,  ^'^What 
the  mischief  are  you  about  with  that  helm,  for  gracious  sake  steer  small; 
eonfoond  your  lubberly  carcase,  steer  like  Mm  cant  you?"  pointing  at 
arms  lengUi  to  our  small  foe. 

WeU,  there  he  stood  from  about  2h.  p.m.,  till  dark,  and  poor  I  too^ 
both  drenched  to  the  skin  with  sea  and  spray,  he  by  turns  praising  the 
sciiooner,  and  abusing  the  frigate,  without  our  gaining  one  inch  on  her, 
and  she  creeping  up  gradually  from  our  lee  bow  to  our  weather  one,  and, 
at  sun  down,  the  breeie  slackening,  she  seemed  rather  to  steal  away  from 
OS  than  otherwise.  Out  reefs  and  crack  on  I  was  theory,  but  to  no 
sort  of  use  ;  catch  her  we  could  not,  and  at  last,  the  most  fiir-sighted, 
snd  strong-eyed  amongst  us,  with  all  the  aid  of  night  glasses,  &o.,  were 
obliged  to  confess  she  had  become  gradually  less  distinct  (if  not  beauti- 
follv  smaller),  and  was  lost  in  darkness  and  distance,  Umugh  certainly 
not  in  obicuri^. 

Well,  then  came  all  and  sundry,  the  opinions  of  old  and  young, 
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9ad  liUy,  ktwwing  and  simple.    Ooe  tud»  **  SheM  ttond  on  Cor  iK»tlit 
boor,  and  tkea  go  aboat.**    Anodier  nid  *'SWd  nm  widi  die   winC 
alieam  all  iiiglit»  aa  the  tfainp:  we  ahoold  be  kaafe  likelj  to  do  oora^i^ea.^ 
And  ia  ihorl  every  one  bad  lua  own  aad  a  differaot  idea  to  bia  scigli* 
boor's ;  but^  at  last,  tin  old  triot  captab,  master,  and  fint  l«ff  goik 
U^tber,  and  as  I  still  kept  tbe  ^peaking  tmn^pet  I  erspt  elese  eaoogk 
to  know  wbat  was  tbe  gist  of  tbeir  palaver.    Tbe  skipper  was  for  soing 
about  in  an  boor^  and  standing  on  tibe  otfasr  taok  till  msdnigbt,  and  th&a 
about  i^;ain  till  daylight     Mr.  Fisstlougb  ooaiended  tbat  as  he  iuid 
kept  on  one  taok  idl  day»  it  muM  be  his  best  side  far  sailing,  end  he 
would  do  it  all  night,  and  so  ought  we.     Bat  Old  Meridian,  after  lias 
usual  piefaee  of  "  If  I  may  make  so  bold,  it^s  my  fbelisb  young  opsnsoe,* 
said  '*  be  thought  she  would  stand  on  as  bbe  was  going  tiM  aaidnigiit^ 
and  then,  under  easy  sail,  run  down  dead  before  the  wind,  as^  in  '^bia 
foolish  young  opinion,  this  breeae  was  done  or  ibereabonti^  and  ia  die 
morning  it  would  ehop  round  to  tbe  '  soutbeaterd,'  and  be  Uncle  Smm, 
thought  so  toe,  if  he'd  a  studied  the  elements  as  he^d  a  doner 

Our  Captain,  after  drily  remarking,  ''He  eonoeiTed  the  sheigefiy 
part  of  tbe  Yankee  skipper's  education  to  have  long  amee  heeovraUy 
passed/'  adopted  Old  Meridian's  view  of  the  mattei^— eatia  gregp  wna 
served  out,  tbe  watefa  set,  and  quiet  restored,  we  steadily  stan£ng  on 
on  tbe  same  taek.    I  gave  him  his  trumpet^  when  he  said  in  bia  ktndeak 
wayi  **  My  dear  little  fellow,  do  you  know  how  strictly  you  resemble  e 
drowned  rat  ?    Get  off  your  elotbe^  and  oome  into  the  eabia,  and  blow 
younelf  out  to  your  beartfs  oontent.    And  this  I  iMMt  deeidedfy  did, 
tumbKoff  off  to  roost  as  tired  asadog.     Well,  at  midnight  I  turned  OQt» 
and  up  on  deok  like  a  redshank,  where  I  found  Old  Meridian,  Oftp^T'-i 
and  first  lieutenant  at  it  again,  cogitatmg;  die  end  of  wkieb  was,  we 
were  to  still  stand  on  another  hour,  to  make  up  the  mterveaing  distanoe 
between  ns  and  the  ehase,  always  supposing  be  was  to  bear  up  dead 
before  the  wind  at  HMdivght,  undM  easy  sail. 

So^Ki  we  went  till  lb.  a.m.,  when  "liard  up**  was  the  word,  square 
tbe  yaids,  and  under  three  topsails,  topgallant  sails,  royab,  and  foiwail 
away  we  bowled  along,  with  a  pietty  fittle  breeae  right  aft.  At  2\u 
aim.,  a  sort  of  haae  began  to  ere^  along  the  water  at  intervals,  a  snie 
sign  that  Old  Meridian's  "  southester^  would  be  tbe  order  of  tbe  day. 
All  hands  were  called  and  eent  to  their  statuns,  and  the  Quaiinemasler 
waaerdeied  to  oeaae  faSs  eon  to  the  helmsman,  dead  silenoe  eemmanded, 
and  all  ligbta  out  but  sbw  matohes.  Wel^  some  fow  hoped,  ihite- 
fourths  doubted,  and  some  sceptics  swore  Old  Meridian  was  a  Yankee 
himself  and  too  glad  to  rue  away  from  h«  *'  Dnek."    When  at  a  little 
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More  3li.  a.ni.y  all  doabti  were  banished  by  the  look-out  man  on  star- 
board cathead  shooting  ont  in  the  most  nndisctpHned  way  "Hard  a 
ittffaert  ;     ■    ■  my  eyes,  hard  a  starbert  or  youMl  be  aboard  of  him  I" 

And  as  the  frigate  sheered  to  port,  close  under  our  starboard  bow 
IsQSMd  o«r  friend  **UncIe  Sam,"  running  under  his  nngle  reefed  iopaail 
sod  sqnareeail,  all  hands  asleep  but  the  man  at  the  helm,  and  he,  from 
ihesr  iatigiie,  by  no  means  wide  awake.  There  was  **  stand  by  the 
itorboard  guns  ;  fire  away  and  cripple  her  ;  aim  at  her  spars  and  dip 
her  wings;*  and  accordingly  away  went  her  fore-topmast  over  the  side, 
etdi  particular  master  of  every  gun  fired  swearing  he  did  it,  when  a 
strong  and  excited  voice  was  heard  hailing  us  as  follows  :— "Ship,  ahoy  I 
Cuss  yoa  to  smash,  leave  off  firing,  will  you,  and  I  will  round  to——.'* 
**  Aye,  aje,"  was  the  reply,  to  which  was  added  the  order  to  hoist  a 
fight.  We  hove  about,  and  running  dose  under  his  stem  told  htm  if 
Us  fight  disappeared  before  daylight  we  would  sink  him  ;  to  which  he 
as  eltilly  replied  — ^"  I  swear  if  you  fire  agun,  FH  blow  her  up!** 

However,  then  was  no  occasion  for  this  last  extremity,  for  his  fight 
boiut  steadily  till  daylight,  when  Mr.  Firstlough  boarded  her,  found  her 
a  lawful  prise,  and  returned  with  her  by  no  means  chopfiillen  oomman- 
der;  who  was  not  at  all  the  tall,  lanky,  sallow-faced,  straight  haired  hero 
we  had  aapposed  him,  but  a  square  built,  ruddy  ooppery-ooloured  man 
of  five  feet  eight,  with  as  much  luur  on  him  as  a  Labradore  bear.  He 
was  in  full  uniform  too,  and  as  he  stepped  over  oar  gangway  and  faced 
aft,  hia  hat  might  have  been  nailed  to  his  head,  as  fiff  as  any  apparent 
hilentfoa  he  had  of  taking  it  off  to  salute  the  quarter  deck  went ;  but 
oor  *K>ld  FeUer,**  with  an  easy  grace  peculiar  to  his  better  moments,  ad- 
tanoed  with  one  extended  hand,  the  other  raising  his  hat  whoIFy  firom 
his  bead,  which  most  effectually  floored  Jonathan's  assumption,  for,  in 
an  instsntt  slap  goes  hb  hat  on  the  deck,  off  comes  his  sword  and  belt, 
and,  shaking  our  captain's  hand  with  a  gusto  delightful  to  bebokl,  he 
presented  him  his  sword  as  if  he  felt  and  hoped  earnestly  he'd  take  it 

But  no,  our  ''Old  Feller^  was  fiff  too  generous  a  foe  for  that  sort  of 
duBg ;  he  certainly  did  take  it  for  a  moment,  held  it  whilst  the  crew 
%rere  ordered  aft ;  and  then,  with  a  dignity  and  kindly  frankness  for 
wUch  all  hands  worshipped  him,  be  solidtously  returned  it^  saying,  <'  Sir, 
permit  me  the  happiness  of  restoring  to  you  this  symbol  of  your  rank; 
▼our  skill  and  bravery  as  a  seaman  few  can  emulate,  and  none  deprive 
jon  of,  and  adverse  fortune  in  making  you  my  prisoner,  has  given  you 
in  retnn  a  warm  and  faithfal  friend!" 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  A  WALRUS  BOAT.* 

**  A  welUcoDttracted  and  well-appointed  walrus  boat  for  fire  men  i8  twenty^' 
one  feet  long,  by  five  feet  beam,  haying  her  main  breadth  abont  on  --third 
from  the  bow.  She  is  bow  shaped  at  both  ends,  and  should  be  at  once  stroog, 
light,  swift  to  row,  easily  tamed  on  her  own  centre ;  this  latter  quality  is 
attained  by  having  the  keel  a  good  deal  depressed  in  the  middle.  She  is 
always  canrel-built,  that  construction  of  boat  being  much  less  liable  to  da- 
mage  from  the  ice  and  the  tusks  of  the  walruses  than  a  clinker-built  boat, 
as  well  as  much  easier  to  repair  if  actually  damaged  ;  these  boats  have  a 
▼ery  thick  and  strong  stem-piece  and  stem-piece,  to  resist  concussions  with 
the  ice.  Each  man  rows  with  a  pair  of  oars  hung  in  grammets  to  stout 
ttogle  thole-pins ;  the  steersman  directs  the  boat  by  also  rowing  a  pair  of 
oars,  but  rowing  with  his  face  to  the  bow ;  and  as  there  are  six  thwart «,  each 
thirty  inches  apart,  he  can  if  necessary,  sit  and  row  like  the  others.  This 
mode  of  steering  a  boat  has  great  adyantagea  over  either  a  rodder,  or  a  single 
steering  oar  as  used  by  the  whalers,  for  it  not  only  turns  the  boat  much 
quicker  than  either,  but  it  economizes  the  entire  strength  of  a  man  in  pro- 
pelling the  boat.  The  advantage  of  each  man  rowing  a  pair  of  oara  ia,  that 
the  boat  can  be  turned  much  quicker,  and  the  oars,  being  short,  are  less  in 
the  way  amongst  the  ice.  The  harpooner  always  rows  the  bow  oars,  and  is, 
of  course,  the  commander  of  the  boat;  he  alone  uses  the  weapons  and  the 
telescope  ;  the  strongest  man  in  the  boat  usually  sits  next  to  the  harpooner 
to  hold  and  haul  in  the  line  when  a  walrus  is  strack,  and  it  is  also  hia  duty 
to  hand  the  harpoons  and  lances  to  the  harpooner  as  required. 

*'  There  is  a  deep  notch  cut  in  the  centre  of  the  stem-piece,  and  throe 
others  in  a  piece  of  hard  wood  on  each  side  of  it ,  these  are  lor  the  lines 
running  through,  and  great  care  is  requisite  to  prevent  them  from  slipping 
further  aft  on  the  gunwale  than  the  notches,  as  if  they  do,  the  boat  will 
probably  be  upset ;  it  is  from  this  cause  that  most  of  the  accidents  that  one 
occasionally  hears  of  occur. 

'*  There  is  sometimes  also  a  **  bollard,"  or  little  upright  post  in  the  bow 
of  the  boat  fbr  making  ftst  the  lines  to,  but  many  harpooners  prefer  to  dis- 
pense with  this,  using  instead  the  foremost  thwart  of  the  boat. 

*'  The  boats  are  invariably  painted  white  outside,  in  order  to  make  their 
appearance  assimilate  as  much  as  possible  to  that  of  the  ice,  and  I  think  it 
would  also  be  a  great  advantage  to  have  the  crews  dressed  in  caps  and 
jackets  of  some  shiny  white  material,  which  would  keep  its  colour  in  spite 
of  dirt  and  grease. 

"  Each  boat  is  usually  provided  with  six  harpoon  heads,  fitting,  three  on 
each  side,  inude  of  the  bow,  into  little  racks  covered  with  curtains  of  painted 
canvas  to  protect  their  sharp  points  and  edges  from  being  blunted  or  acci- 
dentally wounding  the  men.  These  harpoons  are  used  indifferently  fbr  the 
seal  and  the  walras,  and  are,  with  all  their  apparent  simplicity,  the  most 

•  ¥twa  '^Seamma  wUhUUSia  Horau,''  by  J.  Lamont,  Esq.— Hurst  &  Blackett. 
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perfect  wpapon  that  can  be  contrived  for  the  purpose.  When  the  instrament 

ia  thrust  into  the  aninial  and  his  struggles  draw  tight  the  line,  the  larger 

outer  barb  takes  up,  as  it  were,  a  loop  of  his  gutta-percha-like  hide,  or  the 

tough  reticulated  fibres  containing  his  blubber,  while  the  small  inner  barb, 

like  that  of  a  fish-hook,  prevents  it  from  becoming  disengaged.    The  best 

proof  of  its  excellence  is,  that  when  a  walrus  is  once  properly  harpooned  and 

the  line  tight,  he  very  rarely  escapes.    Each  of  these  harpoon  heads  has 

grummeted  round  its  neck  one  end  of  a  line  of  twelve  or  fifteen  fathoms 

long,  each  line  being  neatly  coiled  up  in  a  separate  flat  box  under  the  front 

thwart,  and  the  opposite  end  secured  to  some  strong  part  of  the  boat  inside. 

The  lines  do  not  require  to  be  longer,  because  the  walrus  is  not  generally 

fooud  in  water  more  than  fifteen  fathoms  deep,  and  even  if  the  water  should 

happen  to  exceed  that  depth,  he  is  not  able  to  drag  the  boat  under,  from 

inability  to  exert  his  full  strength  when  subjected  to  the  pressure  of  twelve 

or  fifteen  fathoms  of  water.    The  lines  are  made  of  2-iuch  tarred  hemp  rope, 

very  soft  laid,  and  should  be  of  the  very  finest  materials  and  best  possible 

workmanship. 

^  There  are  generally  four  shafts  for  the  harpoons,  and  it  is  not  customary 
to  keep  more  than  one  mounted,  unless  when  walruses  are  actually  in  sight : 
they  are  made  of  white  pine  poles  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  long,  planed  down 
to  about  an  inch  and  a  half  or  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in  thickness,  and  are 
tapered  to  a  point  for  about  four  inches  at  one  end  to  make  them  fit  into  the 
sockets  of  the  heads :  after  placing  a  harpoon  on  a  shaft  it  is  fixed  by  striking 
the  butt  end  of  the  shaft  smartly  against  a  little  block  of  wood,  which  is  fixed 
for  the  purpose  between  two  of  the  timbers  of  the  boat,  about  fifteen  feet 
from  the  bow,  and  on  the  starboard  side. 

*'  The  harpoons  are  used  either  for  thrusting  or  darting,  and  a  skilful 
harpooner  will  throw  them  with  sufficient  force  to  secure  a  wahrus  at  four  or 
five  ftthoms  distance  ;  when  possible,  however,  they  are  always  thrust  or 
stabbed  into  the  animal,  and  in  that  case  it  is  customary  to  give  the  weapon 
a  twist  or  wrench,  both  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  the  shaft,  that  it  may 
not  be  lost  or  broken,  as  well  as  to  entangle  the  barbs  more  securely  in  the 
walrus's  skin  or  blubber ,  if  this  precaution  is  neglected  the  harpoon  may, 
perhaps,  come  out  by  the  cut  which  it  made  on  entering ;  this  is  more  likely 
to  happen  if  the  intended  victim  be  lying  with  his  skin  »lach, 

^'  When  there  is  much  likelihood  of  falling  in  with  white  whales  {Beluga 
or  Baicna  albicans),  it  is  usual  to  carry  one  harpoon  of  a  different  construc- 
tion, and  with  fifty  ^thorns  of  line  attached  for  their  especial  benefit.  The 
reason  for  requiring  a  different  harpoon  for  these  cetaceans  is,  that  their 
skin  is  not,  like  that  of  a  walrus,  the  toughest  part  of  their  body ;  but  the 
skin  of  Balnna  albicans,  on  the  contrary,  is  quite  tender,  gristly,  and  gela* 
tinous,  and  the  barbed  iron,  therefore,  requires  to  be  driven  in  until  it 
secures  good  holding  in  his  flesh  beneath  the  blubber. 

**  Next  in  the  list  of  the  boat's  appurtenances  come  four  or  five  enormous 
lances  '*  with  shafU  as  large  as  a  weaver's  beam,"  but  as  neither  I  myself, 
nor  brobably  my  readers,  have  any  notion  of  what  a  weaver's  beam  may  be 
NO.  4.^VOL.  X.  2  b 
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like,  I  will  ezplaio  that  the  shaft  ia  a  white  pine  pole,  nina  feet  long  and  one 
and  a  half  inch  thick  at  the  handle,  increasing  upwards  to  two  and  a  half 
inches  thick,  where  it  goes  into  the  socket  of  the  iron.  Formidahle  as  this 
weapon  is,  the  iron  shank  is  very  frequently  bent  double,  or  the  stout  shaft, 
snapped  like  a  twig,  by  the  furious  struggles  of  an  impaled  walrus;  so  to 
prevent  the  head  being  lost,  it  is  attached  to  the  shai^  by  a  stout  doable 
thong  of  raw  seal-skin  tied  round  the  shank  and  nailed  to  the  shaft  for  about 
three  fbet  up.  The  reason  for  having  the  shaft  so  disproportionately  larga 
is,  that  there  may  be  buoyancy  enough  to  float  the  heavy  iron  spear  if  it 
should  happen  to  fall  into  the  water,  or  if  a  walrus,  as  often  happens,  should 
succeed  in  wrenching  it  out  of  the  operator's  hands  by  the  violence  of  lus 
eontortions.  I  hare  once  or  twice  had  a  boat's  whole  complement  of  lancea» 
rendered  for  the  time  unserviceable  in  the  dispatching  of  a  single  walrus. 
The  lances  lie  in  the  thwarts,  with  the  blades  protected  in  a  box,  which  is 
attached  to  the  starboard  end  of  the  harpooners,  or  foremost  one. 

*'  The  lance  is  not  used  for  seals,  as  it  is  unnecessary  and  spoils  the  skins, 
so  that  the  eoup-de  grace  is  administered  to  them  by  the  ^Haak-pick*' 
being  struck  into  the  brain.  Each  boat  should  have  five  of  these  implements, 
which  are  also  indispenable  as  boat*hook8,  fiir  pushing  and  hooking  whea 
the  ice  is  too  thick  to  allow  of  the  oars  being  used. 

*'  There  are  then  two  axes,  one  a  large  one,  used  for  decapitating  the  dead 
walruses ;  and  the  other,  a  small  handy  axe,  which  always  lies  close  to  the 
harpooner,  is  for  cutting  the  line  in  case  anything  goes  wrong,  or  a  walrus 
proves  so  fierce  and  mischievous  that  they  may  wish  to  be  quit  of  him  on 
any  terms. 

''Five  or  six  large  sharp  knives  are  for  stripping  the  skin  and  blubber  off 
the  animals,  or  '*  flensing"  them,  as  it  is  called  in  the  fisher^s  parlance. 

"An  ice-anchor  is  employed  for  anchoring  the  boat  to  an  ice-berg,  and  also 
to  afford  B./tUorttm  by  which,  with  the  help  of  two  double  purchase*  blocks 
and  twenty-four  fathoms  of  rope  (also  forming  part  of  every  boat's  appoint- 
ments), five  or  even  four  men  can  drag  the  biggest  walrus  on  to  a  moderately 
flat  iceberg  for  the  purpose  of  flensing  him. 

'*  A  small  compass  is  indispensable,  and  ought  to  be  fitted  into  a  box  at* 
tached  below  the  seat  in  front  of  the  steersman,  after  the  fashion  of  a  billiard 
table  chalk -box. 

**  A  telescope,  a  rifle,  and  plenty  of  ammunition,  an  iron  baling-ladle,  also 
answering  as  a  frying  pan,  and  a  small  copper  kettle  for  making  coffee. 

'*  There  is  a  locker  in  the  fore- peak,  and  another  in  the  after-peak  of  the 
boat,  and  in  these  there  ought  to  be  always  stowed  a  hammer,  a  pair  of  nail 
nippers,  a  small  bag  of  nails,  a  piece  of  sheet  lead  for  patching  the  boat  if  a 
walrus  should  put  his  tusks  through  her  bottom,  a  bag  of  spare  bullets,  a 
canister  of  powder  and  caps,  spare  grummets,  a  box  of  matches  and  brim- 
stone,  a  canister  of  coffee,  and  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  of  rye  bread.  A 
mast,  yard,  and  sail  are  taken  if  a  stay  of  a  few  hours  firom  the  ship  ia  con- 
templated ;  but  a  boat  ought  never  to  leave  the  ship's  side  without— or  even 
to  hang  on  the  davits  without — the  whole  of  the  other  foregoing  articles 
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being  iaude  of  her ;  beoanee  if  a  boat  leaves  the  ship,  even  if  only  to  Ull  a 
ieal  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  yoo  can  never  be  certain  that  you  will  not  be  tea 
or  twenty  days  absent,  nay,  you  can  never  be  certain  that  you  will  ever  see 
the  ship  again  1  Yon  get  led  on  and  on  insensibly,  or  the  excitement  of  the 
chase,  from  one  seal  or  one  troop  of  walruses  to  another,  and  the  awful 
dense  fogs  so  sudden  gales  of  these  regions  may  come  on  and  prevent  your 
finding  your  way  back. 

"  In  addition  to  all  these  absolute  necessaries  we  always  had  one  luxury, 
oonsiating  <^a  bag  of  mackintosh  doth  lined  with  iiir,  and  about  seven  feel 
by  lour,  rolled  into  a  tight  bundle  and  strapped  under  the  after  thwart  of 
each  boat.  This  was  to  crawl  into  in  case  of  being  long  out  in  severe  wea* 
tber,  and  although  we  very  seldom  had  occasion  to  make  use  of  them,  still 
the  sense  of  comfort  and  security  they  gave  one  was  very  great ;  because  I 
consider  that  they  made  one  quite  able  to  defy  any  cold  that  can  occur,  even 
in  the  Arctic  regions,  in  summer.  As  for  provisions,  I  never  felt  any  unea- 
ainesa  on  that  score,  as  even  if  a  seal  or  a  walrus  could  not  be  immediately 
obtained,  there  were  always  plenty  of  eider  ducks  on  the  islands  and  outlying 
akerries ;  and  the  sea  everywhere  abounded  with  divers  and  guillemots, 
plenty  enough  and  tame  enough  to  be  shot  with  a  rifle.  If  a  stay  of  many 
hoars  from  the  ship  was  contemplated,  I  generally  took  with  me  a  shot-gun 
and  a  bag  of  shot  for  the  purpose  of  killing  fowls  for  food  if  necessary.'* 


COLLISION.— WlLDFlBB  V.  RUBT   QUBBB . 

This  was  a  suit  by  the  owner  of  the  celebrated  schooner  yacht  Wildfire  of 
60  tons,  against  the  owner  of  the  schooner  yacht  Ruby  Queen,  80  tons,  for 
damage  done  to  the  Wildfire  in  a  collision  on  the  27th  of  February,  1860. 

The  case  made  on  behalf  of  the  Wildfire  was  that  she  Was  in  October, 
1869j  laid  up  for  the  winter,  and  moored  by  her  captain,  R.  Penny,  with  two 
andiora,  one  of  Scwt.  the  other  a  patent  anchor  of  2cwt.  and  80  fathoms  of 
ehain  to  each  anchor,  and  a  10  fathom  bridle,  on  the  north  edge  of  the 
channel  of  the  Southampton  Water,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  pier,  and 
rode  firmly  there  until  the  time  of  the  collision.  Penny  at  the  time  when  he 
laid  down  the  moorings  took  the  bearings  and  wrote  them  on  the  companion. 
Some  weeks  afterwards  the  Ruby  Queen  was  moored  about  200  fiithoms 
N.W.  of  the  Wildfire,  and  in  a  gale  of  wind  on  the  27th  of  February,  1860, 
brought  her  anchors  home  and  drove  down  upon  the  Wildfire,  striking  her 
on  the  starboard  quarter,  and  doing  considerable  damage. 

After  they  had  remained  in  collision  for  some  time,  Folger  the  man  in 
charge  of  the  Ruby  Queen,  went  off  and  cleared  them,  and  as  the  Wildfire 
was  sinking,  he  and  others  were  hired  by  Penny  to  go  and  run  her  on  the 
mud.  A  few  days  afterwards  Penny  add  Mr.  Nichols,  a  pilot,  went  off,  com- 
pared the  then  position  of  the  Wildfire's  anchors,  with  the  bearings  as  written 
down,  and  found  them  identical.     Penny  thereupon  insisted  that  his  moor- 
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ings  had  not  moved,  and  that  the  Ruby  Queeo^s  must  be  shifted.  Thia  was 
done  by  Folger,  and  the  Wildfire  was  afterwards  brought  back  to  her  old 
moorings.  The  case  made  on  behalf  of  the  Ruby  Queen  was  that  she  had 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Price  for  sale,  and  was  by 
their  servants  moored  to  the  N.W.  of  the  Wildfire,  with  two  anchors  down, 
each  of  4cwt.  and  60  fathoms  of  chain  between  them,  and  a  10  fathom  bridle. 
The  Wildfire  had  previously  dragged  her  anchors,  and  came  nearer  to  the 
Ruby  Queen,  and  thus  the  collision  was  occasioned,  and  when  the  Ruby 
Queen*s  moorings  were  examined  the  chain  was  still  taut,  thus  showing  that 
she  had  not  dragged  her  anchors,  and  in  fact  that  it  was  the  Wildfire  which 
had  shifted.  On  this  point  the  evidence  was  directly  contradictory.  It  iras 
also  pleaded,  on  behalf  of  the  Ruby  Queen,  that  the  collision  was  inevitable 
on  account  of  the  violence  of  the  gale. 

Both  parties  agreed  that  there  was  no  one  on  board  either  vesael ;  and 
that  a  boy  went  off  occasionally  to  pump  and  opeu  the  Wildfire,  and  that 
Folger  used  to  go  off  occasionally  to  the  Ruby  Queen ;  also  that  the  Wildfire 
was  stripped  and  had  nothing  but  her  masts  and  a  single  stay  to  each.  The 
Ruby  Queen  had  all  her  rigging  on,  topsail  yards  across  and  topmasts  od 
end  ;  also  that  three  other  vessels  had  driven  that  day,  two  of  them  being 
likewise  in  the  charge  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Price. 

Dr.  Phillimore  and  Dr.  Swabey  were  for  the  Wildfire,  and  Dr.  Deane  and 
Mr.  Lushington  for  the  Ruby  Queen; 

The  judge,  in  summing  up,  said  it  must  be  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Trinity  Masters,  whether  the  Ruby  Queen  was  properly  moored,  and  also 
which  vessel  upon  the  evidence  had  driven. 

The  Masters  thought  that  the  Ruby  Queen  had  occasioned  the  damage, 
owing  to  her  not  having  taken  the  necessary  precautions  in  sending  down 
her  topsail  yards  and  topmasts,  and  the  judge  condemned  the  Ruby  Queen 
in  damages  and  costs. 

This  case  is  of  considerable  importance  to  yacht  owners,  as  it  must  be 
considered  to  decide,  contrary  to  the  common  notion,  that  damages  may 
be  recovered  for  a  collision,  though  there  may  be  no  one  on  board  the 
damaged  vessel.  'I  he  common  notion  seems  to  have  arisen  from  the  fiict, 
that  in  general,  it  is  practically  impossible  to  recover  where  the  damaged 
vessel  has  no  one  on  board,  because  the  vessel  which  has  some  one  on  board 
can  then  tell  their  own  story  without  possibility  of  contradiction,  and  can 
always  show  that,  if  there  had  been  some  one  on  board  the  other  to  starboard 
or  port  the  helm,  as  the  case  might  be,  the  collision  could  not  have  occurred, 
but  that  is  all,  and  there  is  no  rule  of  law  on  the  subject.  The  plaintiffs  in 
this  case  were  prepared  to  show  that  it  was  the  universal  custom  at  South- 
ampton to  leave  the  vessels  laid  up  for  the  winter  with  no  one  on  board ; 
but  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  into  that  question. 
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A  NAVAL  NOVELTY. 

Mkssbs.  G.  ReDnie&  Sodr  have  just  completed,  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
a  steam  launch  or  gunboat,  intended  for  navigating  the  shallow  creeks  and 
inlets  of  the  Caspian  Sea.  The  hull  of  the  vessel  is  composed  wholly  of 
steel  plates,  which  are  supposed  to  combine  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
strength  with  lightness.  The  length  of  this  miniature  war  steamer  is  75  feet, 
her  breadth  12  feet,  and  when  fully  armed,  equipped,  provisioned,  and  coaled, 
she  will  not  draw  more  than  20  inches  of  water !  Her  armament  consists  of 
one  12-poander  rifled  gun  six  feet  in  length,  of  t3-inch  bore,  and  suspended 
GO  a  kind  of  universal  joint.  This  is  placed  in  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel, 
and  when  the  portable  bulwark  in  front  of  it  is  removed  may  be  depressed 
to  almost  any  angle,  so  as  to  prevent  an  enemy  creeping  up  under  her  bows, 
**  pttt  of  shot,"  as  has  sometimes  happened  to  craft  used  for  similar  purposes 
bat  differently  armed. 

For  her  propulsion  the  steam  launch  is  fitted  with  an  engine  of  eight- 
horse-power,  on  the  high  pressure  principle,  and  two  small  screws  snugly 
placed  one  under  each  quarter.  The  speed  attained  by  this  peculiar  sped- 
men  of  naval  architecture  averages^  when  fully  freighted,  firom  eight  to  nine 
miles  per  hour.  And  the  Messrs.  Rennie  have  secured  the  privilege  of  con  • 
stnicting  others  by  patent- right.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  is  having  several  gunboats  built  at  Toulon  on  plans  nearly  iden- 
tical,'but  of  larger  dimensions.  Among  the  piratical  junks  which  infest  the 
rivers  and  waters  of  China,  and  hamper  the  movements  of  commerce,  a  few 
of  the  steel  steam-launches  armed  with  the  universal  rifle  gun,  as  described 
above,  would  no  doubt,  be  proved  of  great  use.  At  any  rate,  the  Messrs. 
Rennie  deserve  great  credit  for  having  contrived  a  vessel  in  all  respects  so 
complete  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended,  and  which  seems  to  have 
solved  the  problem  of  carrying  on  warlike  operations  successfully  in  very 
shallow  waters. 


EXPERIMENTS  WITH  MORTAR  AND  ROCKET  LINES. 

Captain  Jerningham,  B.if.,  has  forwarded  the  following  to  the  Mechanics* 
Magazine. 

The  object  of  these  experiments  was  to  ascertain  the  feasibility  of  effecting 
a  communication  with  the  shore  from  a  stranded  ship.  The  means  adopted 
for  carrying  this  out  was  by  attaching  lines  to  shot  in  a  similar  manner  to 
that  in  use  by  the  Manby  apparatus.  These  shots  were  fired  from  ship's 
heavy  ordnance  of  various  calibres,  viz.,  10  inch  and  8  inch  guns,  32-pounder 
guns,  whose  length  of  bore  varied  from  6  to  9  feet,  and  ftom  24-pounder 
brass  howitzers. 

The  principal  object  in  view  was  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  retain- 
ing the  line  fast  to  the  shot  when  fired  from  guns,  as  well  as  the  probable 
range  likely  to  be  obtained  under  the  various  directions  of  the  wind,  it  being 
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presumed  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  \vind  would  hlow  in  the  direction 
of  th^  shore,  and  thereby  aid  the  flight  of  the  projectile  and  the  line,  whereas 
the  contrary  would  generally  be  the  case  with  the  Manby  apparatus  fired 
from  the  shore.  The  results  hare  proved  most  satisfactory,  the  shot  having 
seldom  separated  from  the  line,  and  when  such  has  taken  place  the  cause 
has  been  ascertained,  and  the  experiments  kept  within  controL 
'  The  lines  were  all  of  Italian  hemp,  manufactured  by  Mr.  T.  Burt,  of  Well* 
close-square.  It  being  necessary  that  the  strops  attached  to  the  shot  should 
be  capable  of  withstanding  the  ezplosive  force  of  the  powder  when  ignited, 
two  sorts  were  used,  viz.,  plaited  hide  thongs  and  Manilla  rope.  Those  of 
Manilla  were  found  to  be  most  serviceable.  In  the  accompanying  report  of 
experiments  made  by  me,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  10  inch  gun,  weighing 
84  cwt.,  with  one  pound  of  powder,  elevated  at  16  degrees,  projected  389 
yards  $  the  whole  of  these  were  fitted  with  Manilla  strops,  and  were  all 
successful. 

A  82»pounder,  56  cwt.,  loaded  with  twelve  ounces  of  powder,  and  shell, 
empty,  weighing  23  pounds,  and  shell  fired  with  lead  weighing  85  pounds 
was  fired  nine  times  at  an  elevation  of  15  degrees,  giving  an  average  range 
of  800  yards.  Two  were  fitted  with  hide  strops ;  and  both  were  fiulures. 
Seven  with  Manilla  strops ;  four  were  perfectly  successful,  two  carriad  away 
the  line,  strop  remaining  sound ;  the  strop  of  the  7tb  was  carried  away  close 
to  the  eye  of  the  shot  in  consequence  of  the  bolt  being  so  small  as  to  create 
a  short  nip.  Two  rounds  were  fired  from  a  32»ponnder,  weighing  S2  cwt, 
loaded  with  a  charge  of  10  oz.  and  shells  filled  with  lead  weighing  from  85 
to  40  pounds,  at  an  angle  or  35  degrees  (the  gun  having  been  slung  between 
the  fore  and  main  mast),  and  gave  an  average  range  of  850  yards— >one  was 
successful,  the  other  a  failure.  The  strops  were  of  Manilla  rope  and  did  not 
separate  fix>m  the  shot.  The  failure  was  caused  by  the  parting  of  the  line, 
both  of  which  were  rocket  line,  there  being  no  more  mortar  lines. 

One  round  was  fired  from  Manby*s  mortar  with  12  ounces  of  powder 
and  85  degrees  elevation.  The  line  parted  close  to  the  strop,  it  being  a 
mortar  line. 

The  lines,  as  before  stated,  were  all  of  Italian  hemp,  behig  the  usual  lines 
used  for  the  life  apparatus. 

They  were  all  balled  up  in  a  ropemaker*s  ball  and  the  lines  taken  from 
the  heart  as  in  an  ordinaiy  ball  of  twine,  some  ran  out  perfectly  clear,  others 
kinked  and  fouled.  It  is  not  desirable  that  these  lines  should  be  used  in 
balls,  being  too  limp  and  sofV,  as  the  outer  shell  falls  in  as  the  line  goes  out. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  Manilla,  for  I  have  frequently  seen  Manilla  rocket 
lines,  flve-and- twenty  in  number,  fired  in  succession,  without  a  single  kink, 
and  without  the  shot  parting  from  them,  the  outer  shell,  to  the  last  turn, 
remaining  like  a  cage  until  taken  out. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  great  importance  of  submitting  Manilla  for  sll 
other  hemp  in  the  use  of  life  apparatus,  it  being  cheaper,  stronger,  lighter, 
more  durable,  more  elastic,  buoyant,  and  takes  up  less  space.  When  balled 
up  in  bags  or  baskets,  one  man  can  carry  four  lines,  four  rockets  and  stsves, 
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and  communicate  with  the  wreck  alone,  whereas  the  box  and  frame  are  costly, 
cambersome,  and  leqaire  at  least  three  men  to  carry  them  and  the  rockets. 

I  would  suggest  that  experiments  should  be  carefully  carried  out  for  the 
parpose  of  ascertaining  the  limits  of  range,  size  of  lines,  and  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  important  fact  of  saving  life  from  shipwreck ; 
this  at  present  is  not  sufficiently  ascertained  ;  had  the  Royal  Charter  fired  a 
common  shell  with  a  Manilla  strop,  toggled  in  the  fuze  hole,  attached  to  any 
small  rope,  and  dischsrged  it  with  a  few  ounces  of  powder,  the  range  re; 
quired  was  so  short  that  the  life  of  every  man  might  have  been  saved. 

With  reference  to  the  anchor  to  be  projected  from  a  ive  and  a  half  inch 
Manby'a  mortar,  with  a  line  attached  for  hanling  a  lifeboat  off  the  beach 
tbroogh  a  heavy  surf  (and  for  which  I  received  the  prize  medal  in  the  Great 
Exhibition  of  1851),  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  can  be  procured  from 
Messrs.  Moore  and  Co.,  uron  •founders,  North  Yarmouth,  which  they  under- 
take to  manufacture  in  large  quantities  for  thirty  shillings  each. 

This  nature  of  anchor  has  been  fired  with  a  two-inch  Manilla  rope  attached, 
obtaining  a  range  of  200  yards,  effecting  the  desired  object.  By  increasuig 
the  number  of  anchors  and  marrying  and  twisting  the  lines,  any  desired 
atrengh  may  be  obtained.  Should  a  greater  range  be  required,  any  nnmber 
of  Maoby's  grapnell  shot  fired  from  his  mortar  will  effect  it  in  a  similar 
manner.  I  have  projected  ten  of  these  shots,  weighing  SOlbs.,  in  a  few 
minutes,  having  each  a  Manilla  inch  rope  attached  to  them  balled  up,  the 
lines  being  taken  from  the  heart  of  the  balls,  with  a  pound  of  powder  to 
each  charge,  and  successfully  hauled  a  large  boat  off  the  beach.  This  was 
the  first  experiment  I  ever  made,  and  which  led  to  the  construction  of  my 
anchor.  I  have  further  forwarded  a  shell  with  line  and  break- stop  attached, 
which  it  will  be  observed,  has  been  repeatedly  fired.  The  break-st<^  is 
made  of  Italian  rope  in  consequence  of  my  having  no  Manilla. 

AU  rope  used  for  this  purpose  should  be  of  that  quality ;  it  is  more  port* 
able  in  the  form  of  balk,  either  in  baskets  or  in  bags,  but  it  can  be  safely 
ftred  as  it  lays  on  the  ground,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  fisherman  lays  oat 
a  mackerel  line,  or  as  a  long  rope  frdls  on  the  deck  from  alofk.  I  think  it 
advisable  to  try  barbed  rockets,  marrying  the  lines  as  before  stated,  as  I  have 
found  that  I  have  broken  the  rocket  line  when  it  lodged  in  a  rugged  rodL. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  constructed  an  anchor,  the  shot  of  which  was  to 
have  been  of  the  diameter  of  ten  inches,  which  I  proposed  to  fire  fh>m  the 
muzzle  of  the  ten-inch  gun  at  a  great  elevation,  so  that  by  filling  the  bora 
with  shot  and  sand  sufficiently,  I  proposed  to  make  the  muzzle  of  the  gun 
to  answer  for  a  mortar  capable  of  receiving  the  anchor,  and  to  fire  the  charge 
by  a  quick  match.  It  is  unnecessary  to  state  the  necessity  of  oonstraeting 
these  anchors  of  the  very  best  malleable  iron,  the  stock  more  espeoially  sa 
How  fu  the  anchors  would  stand  the  shock  of  being  fired  among  roeks 
without  previously  passing  through  water  appears  to  me  to  be  doabtfigJ, 
which  might  not  be  the  case  with  solid  barbed  shot  After  the  third  roood 
the  aochors  can  be  no  longer  considered  serviceable,  as  the  stocks  get  bent 
after  each  round. 
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I  have,  however*  fired  one  seventeen  tiroes  saccessfuily  with  stocks  made 
of  asl^ timber ;  if,  however,  range  is  the  object,  the  resistance  of  the  air  is 
too  great  upon  stocks  of  that  nature. 


MEMORANDA  OF  CLOB  MEETINGS. 

Boyal  Cork  Yacht  Club.— The  season  of  1861,  is  expected  to  surpass  that 
of  '60,  which  was  most  surely  one  of  the  best  that  Cork  can  boast  of.  The 
members  met  the  worthy  Admiral,  (T.  G.  French,  Esq.)  at  the  Club-hooset 
and  it  was  arranged  that  the  regatta  should  take  place  on  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday, July  23rd  and  24th,  which  will  be  the  week  following  the  Royal 
Irish,  at  Kingstown,  so  that  the  yachts  attending  there  will  have  ample  time 
to  get  to  Queenstown. 

Royal  Meney  Yacht  C/uA.-— On  Monday,  March  4th,  the  monthly  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Union  Hotel,  Liverpool,  Commodore  Littledale  presiding. 
After  the  report  of  the  preceding  month  was  confirmed,  the  election  for 
officers  for  the  next  twelve  months  was  proceeded  with,  when  Commodore 
T.  Littledale,  Vice  Commodore  B.  H.  Jones,  and  the  Secretary,  were  re-elec- 
ted. The  Rear  Commodore  J.  Grindrod  having  resigned,  the  late  Treasurer, 
T.  Wilkinson  Tetley,  Esq  ,  (yacht  Cecilia),  was  elected  as  Rear  Commodore, 
and  R.  J.  Tetley,  Esq.,  Treasurer.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  the 
late  Rear- Commodore,  for  the  efficient  services  rendered  to  the  club  daring 
the  many  years  he  has  been  assoeiated  therewith.  Nine  gentlemen  were 
admitted  to  membership,  one  of  whom  was  a  yacht  owner. 

Royal  St  Qeorge*$  Yacht  Club, — On  Friday,  March  Ist.,  the  Annoal 
reading-out  dinner  took  place  at  the  Club-house,  Kingstown,  when  Vice- 
Commodore  Henry  presided,  faced  by  the  Hon.  G.  Handcock,  and  they  were 
well  and  numerously  supported.  The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  responded  to, 
that  of  the  *'  Navy*'  by  Lieut.  Eaton,  commanding  H.M.*s  gunboat  Dapper. 
The  gallant  services  rendered  by  this  officer  during  the  tremendous  storm  in 
which  Vice-Commodore  Henry*s  fine  schooner,  the  Maraquita,  was  run  down 
in  Holyhead  harbour,  the  same  hurricane  in  which  the  Royal  Charter  waa 
lost,  were  rendered  justice  to  by  the  chairmai| ;  and  the  skill  and  daring 
evinced  by  Lieut.  Eaton  and  his  boaf  s  crew  upon  that  occasion,  drew  forth 
a  warm  expression  of  feeling  from  the  assembled  members. 

During  the  evening,  a  marked  tribute  of  respect  was  paid  to  the  memwy 
of  the  lamented  Captain  Boyd,  of  H.M.S.  Ajax,  who  had  much  endeared 
himself  to  the  members  of  the  club,  by  his  courteous  and  kindly  bearing  and 
the  many  good  qualities  that  adorned  him.  They  have  already  subscribed 
upwards  of  one  hundred  guineas,  and  the  list  is  daily  augmenting,  to  place 
on  the  spot  where  he  and  his  boat*s  crew  so  nobly  perished  in  the  cause  of 
humanity,  an  appropriate  testimonial  of  their  admiration  of  the  gallant 
deceased  as  a  brave  officer,  a  skilful  seaman,  and  a  high-minded,  kind-hearted 
gentleman.    His  funeral,  which  took  place  on  the  Ist  of  March,  was  one  of 
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the  most  impoBing  sceDes  ever  witnessed  io  Dablio  ;  and  from  the  landing 
of  his  remains  irom  the  Ajaz  until  their  final  deposit  in  St.  Patrick's  Cathe- 
dral, the  unfeigned  sorrow  of  all  who  witnessed  it  hore  testimony  of  the 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held.  It  will  be  truly  difficult  to  replace  his  loss, 
•od  Kingstown  harbour  will  hardly  have  such  a  captain  of  the  port  again. 

The  ballot  for  admission  of  candidates  has  commenced  for  the  season,  and 
over  twenty  new  members  have  been  already  elected. 

Bojfol  Ukawiet  Yacht  Club.  —  On  Wednesday  evening,  March  6th,  the 
monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Clubohouse,  Albemarle  Street,  which  was 
more  than  usuaUy  well  attended.  Vice  Commodore,  R.  Green,  occupied  the 
cbsir  at  the  commencement  of  business,  and  until  the  arrival  of  the  Commo- 
dore, Lord  Alfred  Paget:  the  Secretary  having  read  the  report  of  the  previous 
meeting  it  was  unanimously  confirmed. 

This  being  the  evening  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
the  fbUowing  were  unanimously  reinstated.— Lord  Alfred  Paget,  Commodore ; 
B.  Green,  ^q.,  Vice  Commodore ;  J.  Hutchons,  Esq.,  Treasurer  ;  Capuin 
P.  C.  S.  Grant,  Secretary;  B.  Cooke,  Esq.,  Cop-bearer ;  and  Messrs.  Ford, 
Hooper,  and  Harvey,  Auditors. 

The  fbllowiDg  report  of  the  Sailing  ComAiittee  was  adopted,  vie. :— • 

Opening  trip  to  be  on  Saturday,  May  1 1th. — Yachts  to  assemble  at  the 
Brunswick  pier,  Blackwall,  at  2  p.m.,  and  then  proceed  to  Gravesend.  Din- 
ner at  6  o'clock,  at  Palllster's,  New  Falcon  Hotel,  at  which  professional 
angers  will  be  engaged. 

First  Match,  Monday,  June  8rd.«— For  first  and  second  class  cutters  and 
yawls:  open  to  all  royal  yacht  clubs.— First  class.  Exceeding  85  tons ;  prize 
vsloe  £100,  with  prize  value  £50  to  second  boat,  if  four  start. — Second 
class :  Exceeding  20  and  not  exceeding  35  tons  ;  prize  value  ^£50;  and  prize 
value  iS20  to  second  boat,  if  four  start ;  half  minute  time  for  difference  of 
tonnage  in  each  class ;  no  time  allowance  beyond  60  tons. — Course :  From 
Fjith  round  the  Nore  and  return.  Entries  to  close  at  ten  p.m.  on  Monday, 
May  27. 

Second  Match,  Tuesday,  June  18. — For  third  and  fourth  class  cutters;  and 
(on  the  same  day)  for  vessels  of  any  rig  up  to  50  tons,  belonging  to,  and  that 
iMve  never  won  a  prize  in  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  and  which  have 
Iwen  bmlt  and  launched  prior  to  January,  I860.— Third  Class :  Exceeding 
12  and  not  exceeding  20  tons ;  prize  value  £40  first  boat,  with  a  prize  value 
^15  to  second  boat,  if  four  start.— Fourth  class  :  Seven,  and  not  exceeding 
12  tons ;  prize  value  X30  first  boat,  with  a  prize  value  XI 0  to  second  boat  if 
fttt  start.  And  for  the  yachts  of  any  rig  up  to  50  tons,  a  prize  value  £50; 
^  minute  time  for  difference  of  tonnage.— Course :  From  Erith  to  the 
Chapman  Beacon  and  return.  Entries  to  close  on  Tuesday,  June  llth^  at 
ten,  p,m. 

Third  Match,  Thursday,  JlaXy  4. — For  schooners,  open  to  all  Royal  Yacht 
^uba :  first  prize  value  XlOO,  with  a  prize  value  £50  to  second  vessel,  pro- 
vided four  start. — Course  :  From  Gravesend  round  the  Mouse  Light,  and 
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retarn  to  Greenhithc ;  time  for  tonnage  to  be  notified  hereafter.    Entries  to 
close  on  Thursday,  27th  June,  at  ten  p.m. 

Several  gentlemen  were  added  to  the  list  of  Members*  and  the  Meeting  . 
was  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  April  3rd. 

The  important  subject  of  measurement  is  not  yet  settled  by  the  Comnrittee, 
and  they  are  justified  in  well  consideriDg  whether  the  racing  by  area  of 
eanyas  will  suit  the  yachts  usually  located  on  the  Thames. 

Royal  London  Yadit  Club. — On  Monday,  March  18th,  the  monthly  meetmg 
was  held  at  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  Adelphi,  the  worthy  Commodore  preudiog, 
the  previous  minutes  were  confirmed,  and  thirteen  gentlemen  admitted  to 
membership,  among  them  were  ^ye  yacht  owners.  Some  modification  was 
made  in  the  Club  rules,  and  a  new  one  added  to  the  Sailing  regolatioo, 
viz. — "  That  any  yacht  fouling  a  club  mark,  boat,  or  buoy,  be  disqualified.*' 
It  was  generally  considered  that  in  every  match  fouling  was  illegal,  bat  at 
some  doubt  seems  to  exist  as  to  the  fact,  the  above  was  canied  to  settle  all 
doubts. 

This  being  the  time  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year,  Mr.  Powell 
(who  officiated  lor  the  chairman),  proposed  the  re-election  of  A.  Arcedeckne* 
Esq.,  to  the  office  of  Commodore,  on  whom  he  passed  a  very  high  encoDium, 
carried  by  acclamation.  Mr.  Osborne  proposed  the  re-election  of  H.  F. 
Smith,  Esq.,  as  Vice-Commodore,  and  said  "  that  he  had  but  recently  come 
among  them,  but  from  his  antecedents  as  a  yachting  man,  and  his  urbanity 
and  courtesy,  he  was  certain  they  would  all  feel  delighted  in  having  him 
again  in  office,  carried  by  acclamation.  Mr.  Phillips  had  much  pleasure  in 
proposing  the  re-election  of  their  esteemed  Treasurer,  G.  C.  Eagle,  Esq. 
They  had  passed  through  an  arduous  year,  and  had  it  not  been  for  ^the  zeal 
and  energy  displayed  by  Mr.  E.,  their  affairs  that  evening  would  not  have 
presented  so  prosperous  an  aspect  as  they  did :  last  year  it  had  been  found 
that  the  expenses  were  becoming  much  too  heavy,  and  the  worthy  treasurer 
exerted  himself  strenuously  to  curtail  them,  and  he  trusted  that  the  balance 
at  the  end  of  this  year  i»ould  show  ho^  successful  Mr.  E.  had  been.  Carried 
by  acclamation.  Mr.  Hughes  was  sure  that  in  proposing  the  re-election  of 
A.  Crossley,  Esq.,  as  Cup-bearer,  he  might  say  without  disparagement  to 
any  gentleman  present,  that  there  was  no  member  of  the  Club  who  had  done 
more  to  advance  its  interests,  and  he  (Mr.  H.)  regretted  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  Mr.  Crossley,  and  he  felt  confident  he  had  the  good  wishes  of  afl 
present,  and  that  his  re-election  would  be  carried  in  a  manner  most  grateful 
to  that  gentleman's  feelings,  and  an  honour  to  the  Club.  Carried  by  accla- 
mation. Messrs.  Crossley,  Osborne,  and  Phillips  were  elected  auditors,  and 
Messrs.  Barclay,  Pearson,  Haines,  Lane,  Maynard,  Phillips,  Smith,  Talfoard, 
and  Tress,  were  appointed  the  Sailing  Committee. 

The  Commodore  having  resumed  the  presidency,  expressed  his  thanks  for 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  and  assured  thedi  that  the  happiest  hours  of 
his  life  were  passed  in  their  society. 

Mr.  Eagle  regretted  the  absence  of  the  Vice-Commodore,  who  was  detained 
by  urgent  business.     He  tendered  them  his  best  thanks  for  the  compliments 
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^bey  had  paid  to  Mr.  Smith,  be  would  make  it  his  duty  to  convey  to  that 
gentleioan  the  expression  of  their  kind  feeling  towards  him,  and  he  had  no 
t^bt  that  the  worthy  Vice  would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  thanking 
them  in  person.  He  (Mr.  Eagle)  thanked  them  for  his  own  re-election  to 
the  office  of  Treasurer,  aqd  said  **  from  the  kind  manner  in  which  they  ever 
ttcctved  him  when  he  spoke  upon  any  subject,  that  he  gave  them  satisfiiction: 
be  had  the  interests  of  the  Club  sincerely  at  heart,  he  had  no  other  object  in 
view  in  attending  there,  and  he  hoped  he  should  ever  deserve  this  renewed 
mark  of  their  regard.  The  Club  was  now  in  a  very  prosperous  condition, 
and  if  all  were  bound  together  as  a  sporting  community,  it  had  nothing  to 
fear ;  he  was  quite  sure  from  long  experience,  that  no  other  club  could  com- 
pete with  them  as  a  sporting  club,  and  this  year  they  had  offered  as  usual 
to  the  yachting  world  an  excellent  bill  of  fare.  He  hoped  yachtsmen  would 
come  forward  and  partake  of  it,  and  if  they  would  not  join  in  a  sport  which 
was  wholly  for  their  benefit,  nothing  the  club  could  do  would  make  them." 

Prince  of  WoUm  Yacht  Club. — ^The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  was 
held  OD  Friday,  March  8th,  at  the  Freemason's  Tavern,  Robert  Hewitt,  Esq., 
Commodore,  in  the  chair,  faced  by  J.  S.  Adam,  Esq,  Rear- Commodore. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  several 
gentlemen  were  elected  members. 

Mr.  Hewitt  having  vackted  the  chair,  Mr.  Legg  was  appointed  to  it,  and 
the  election  of  officers  was  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Logie  said  he  should  have  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  them 
as  the  most  efficient  person  they  could  possibly  find  to  fill  the  office  of  Com- 
modore, Mr.  Hewitt  who  had  just  left  the  room.  He  had  so  long  presided 
over  their  councils,  that  the  members,  one  and  all,  must  feel  convinced  they 
GDold  not  replace  him  by  a  better  man. — Mr.  Webster  seconded  the  motion 
b  similar  terms,  and  Mr.  Hewitt  was  unanimously  re-elected. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  should  be  ^ery  happy  to  propose  that  their  late  Rear- 
Commodoi;^,  Mr.  Adam,  should  be  appointed  Vice- Commodore.  They  were 
extremely  sorry  to  lose  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Knibbs,  but  failing  in 
lecuring  them,  it  was  necessary  to  elect  some  one  who  would  supply,  if  pos- 
lible,  his  place.  He  hoped  they  would  soon  find  some  gentleman  as  Rear- 
Commodore,  but  pending  that,  he  proposed  Mr.  Adam  as  Vice. — Mr.  Benson 
•aid  he  should  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination.  Mr.  Adam 
was  a  man  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  their  club,  and  performed  hia 
duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  every  member.  He 
(Mr.  Benson)  felt  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  seconding  that  Mr.  Adam  be 
appointed  Vice- Commodore,  and  he  hoped  he  would  prove  a  worthy  suc- 
cessor to  his  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Knibbs,  whose  ill-health  had  compelled 
kirn  to  retire.    Carried  unanimously. 

Messrs.  Hewitt  and  Adam  having  been  made  acquainted  with  what  had 
transpired  in  their  absence,  were  then  reinstated  in  their  positions.  The 
Commodore  said  he  begged  leave  to  thank  them  for  re-electing  him,  and  as- 
lared  them  that  as  long  as  they  were  kind  enough  to  repose  the  same  con- 
fidence in  him  as  they  had  hitherto  done,'  so  long  would  he  endeavour  to 
fbrther  the  interests  of  the  club  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power. 
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Mr.  Adam  thanked  tbem  Bincerely  for  the  high  compliment  they  had  paid 
him  by  electing  him  Vice-Commodore.  During  last  year  he  had  endeaToured 
to  fill  the  trust  they  had  placed  in  him,  and  he  could  only  say  be  hoped  this 
year  to  again  deserve  their  confidence  in  his  new  ofiice,  which  be  would  en- 
deavour to  discharge  with  seal  and  impartiality.  He  was  actuated  by  con* 
flicting  feelings  in  returning  thanks  that  evening.  No  man  could  but  feel 
proud  on  being  elected  to  the  office  of  Yice-Ccmnodore,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  must  express  his  feelings  in  losing  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Knibbs;  he 
feared  that  in  him  (Mr.  Adam)  they  woold  not  find  such  a  good  officer  as 
Mr.  Knibbs  had  been,  and  he  was  sorry  they  must  lose  him.  He,  however, 
would  do  his  best  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predeceasory  and  help  to 
keep  up  the  prestige  of  the  club  as  much  as  in  him  lay. — After  whicb,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  re-elected. — Mr.  A.  Turner,  Treasurer ;  Mr.  R. 
Sadlier,  Hon.  Secretary;  Mr.  Walls,  Cup-bearer. 

Mr.  Bain  gave  notice  of  motion  for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting,  that  an 
entrance  fee  of  one  guinea  be  charged  all  gentlemen  entering  the  club  after 
the  1st  of  April.    The  club  had  now  been  established  ten  years,  and  had 
arrived  at  some  greatness.    They  were  well  known,  and  had  such  strength 
that  they  were  not  absolutely  in  want  of  members,  and  he  thought  something 
should  be  done  to  place  the  club  on  a  footing  with  others,  and  assist  in  raising 
the  fiicds  still  more,  and  he  would  propose  that  they  have  an  entrance  fee. 
as  was  the  case  in  two  other  clubs  he  had  the  pleasure  of  belonging  to.    He 
knew  more  than  one  gentleman  who  would  come  into  the  club  at  once,  and 
such  a  course  would  be  the  means  of  inducing  those  who  did  join  to  have  a 
careful  eye  to  the  club's  prosperity,  and  to  ponder  carefully  before  they  left 
it.    It  would  also  be  the  means  of  bringing  in  many  good  men,  who  would 
not  object  to  pay,  and  he  therefore  proposed  '*  That  on  and  after  the  1st  of 
April,  an  entrance  fee  of  one  guinea  be  imposed  on  all  gentlemen  desiixios 
of  entering  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club.*'    He  had  been  connected  with 
the  club  from  its  institution ;  he  had  its  interest  at  heart ;  waiTconvinced 
his  motion,  if  carried,  would  materially  benefit  it ;  and  hoped  they  would 
muster  strongly  next  meeting  night  and  support  him. — The  Commodore 
having  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
to  April  12. 

Clyde  Model  Yacht  Cluh.-^hi  the  late  meeting  of  this  flourishing  Clab, 
the  election  of  officers  took  place,  when  that  excellent  yachtsman,  J.  Smith, 
Esq.,  resigned  the  office  of  Commodore.  The  age  of  this  gentleman  pre- 
venting him  taking  so  active  a  part  as  he  has  hitherto  done,  and  seeing  the 
Club  now  in  a  prosperous  and  fiourishing  condition,  and  having  many  mem* 
hers  of  weight  and  infiuence  who  are  qualified  for  such  an  office,  and  that 
bis  resignation  would  not  retard  its  progress.  The  Club  will  still  receive  the 
assistance  of  this  gentleman  on  all  occasions  when  his  advice  can  be  of 
service. 

The  officers  for  the  present  year  were  appointed  as  follows  : — The  Hon. 
G.  F.  Boyle,  Commodore;  J.  Eaton  Reid,  Esq.,  Vice-Commodore;  John  Ure, 
Esq.,  Rear- Commodore ;  J.  Ferguson,  Esq.,  Treasurer  :  J.  M.  Forrester, 
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Eiq^  Hon.  Secretary.  General  Committer. — Messrs.  BochaDtn,  Ferguson, 
Falconer,  Speocer,  J.  Campbell,  andJ.  Grant.  Measurers- — Messrs.  R.  Harty 
J.  Spencer,  and  J.  Miller. 

We  coDgratuIate  this  Club  upon  its  floarishing  state,  and  the  determination 
of  its  members  to  promote  yachting  daring  the  season. 

NarfM  and  Suffolk  Yaehi  CA16.— This  Clab  has  decided  upon  the  fol- 
lowing programme  fbr  fbe  season's  sport, — but  there  is  little  doubt  iome 
extra  matches  will  take  place.  The  opening  trip*  May  16th,  from  Norwich 
to  Yarmouth.  The  Annual  dinner  to  take  place  at  6b.  dOm.  the  evening 
beibre,  at  Mr.  Cattermole's,  Thorpe. — ^First  Match  at  Cantley,  June  6th 
Second  March  at  Wroxham,  July  llth  ;  and  the  Third  Match  at  Oulton, 
Anguat  8th.  The  late  Commodore  E.  S.  Traflbrd,  Esq.,  has  presented  the 
Club  with  a  handsome  silver  tankard,  to  be  sailed  ibr  on  the  day  after  the 
Wnoham  Meeting  (July  12th),  by  any  yachts  belonging  to  the  Club,  the 
▼emels  to  be  handicapped  by  the  new  Commodore,N.  Scott,  Esq.,  of  Aylsham, 
and  the  Vice- Commodore,  F.  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Norwich,  and  fbr  this  race  a 
great  many  acceptances  are  anticipated.  The  Club  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
ditioQ,  and  will  offer  three  prizes  at  each  meeting,  for  the  three  different 
claases ;  viz,  cutters,  latteens,  and  latteen  foresail  and  mizen,  besides  the 
challenge  cup,  the  yacht  holding  which  is  liable  to  be  challenged  at  any 
meeting  the  day  after  it  is  won,  the  owner  of  the  challenging  yacht  to  pay 
two  sovereigns,  the  entrance-money  to  be  given  to  the  winner  of  the  cup. 


INSTITUTION  OF  NAVAL  ARCHITECTS. 

At  a  meeting  on  the  1st  of  March,  a  paper  was  read  on  '*  the  Deviation 
of  the  Compass  in  Iron  and  other  vessels,"  by  F.  J.  O.  Evans,  Esq.,  R.N., 
Superintendent  of  the  Compass  Department  of  the  Admiralty.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  abstract. 

The  author  proceeded  to  define  the  nature  of  the  laws  of  magnetic  acfioo 
in  iron  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  them,  as  fiur  as  possible,  from 
mathematical  obscurities.  He  next  detailed  the  results  of  his  own  personal 
investigation  of  many  hundreds  of  deviation  tables,  chiefly  of  H.  M.  ships, 
and  classed  under  the  following  heads  :^1,  Sailing  vessels  wood- built ;  2, 
8ceaffl*vessels  wood-built ;  3,  Vensels  built  partly  of  wood  and  m>n ;  4^ 
Steam  and  sailing  vessels  iron-built :  5,  Iron-plated  ships.  In  the  first  claaa 
he  found  that  the  north  end  of  the  needle  was  almost  invariably  drawn  to 
the  ship's  head,  the  amount  of  the  action  being  small.  In  the  second  class 
the  general  law  obtained,  but  the  machinery  was  found  to  add  greatly  to  the 
disturbance,  the  direction  of  the  magnetic  force  varying  as  the  engines^ 
boilers,  &c.  were  variously  arranged.  In  the  third  class,  the  iron  is  intro- 
duced in  such  a  variety  of  forms  and  positions  that  only  a  general  account 
of  the  magnetic  action  could  be  given.  The  compass  errors  are  produced 
necessarily  of  a  most  uncertain  and  dangerous  character,  the  more  so  as 
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tbay  are  often  antotpected  bj  the  biulder  and  navigator.    Mr.  Evani 
inttfiTV^I  aome  very  important  modern  examples  illoiitratiTe  of  thia  fiew. 

With  regard  to  the  fourth  data,  Mr.  E.  explained  that  the  great  dLSereoco 
in  the  oonditiona  of  compaaa  diaturbance  in  wood  and  iron-bailt  ships 
reapectiTeljr  ia  that,  in  iron  veaaela,  during  the  progreaa  of  boilding,  the 
indoctive  action  of  the  earth'a  magoetiam  ia  highlj  developedt  and  to  a  great 
extent  fixtd  by  the  repeated  hammering  in  the  rivftiog  and  other  works  in 
the  general  fabric.  The  bull  eonaeqnentlj  becomea  one  laige  magnet,  divi- 
ded into  two  portiona  (similar  to  a  magnet  bar),  one  portion  having  north 
and  the  other  south  polarity,  or  the  power  respectively  of  repelling  and 
attractiDg  the  north  end  of  a  compass  needle.  Mr.  Evans  explaine4  at 
length,  and  by  the  aid  of  diagrams,  the  manner  in  which  the  poaitiop  and 
direction  of  the  ahip  upon  the  stocks  affected  thia  result ;  and  observed  that 
all  detached  maaaea  of  iron,  not  worked  into  the  hull  (auch  aa  the  mdder, 
the  funnel,  machinery,  &c),  have  an  independent  magnetic  character,  and 
introduce  a  new  aet  of  phenomena,  which  muat  be  aeparately  considered. 
He  also  drew  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  two  iron  ahipa  built  in  eveiy 
reqwct  aunilarly,  except  as  regards  the  qual^  of  the  iron,  the  compass  will 
be  very  differently  affected,  the  softer  iron  being  subject  to  the  greater 
changes,  and  therefore  the  more  likely  to  lead  to  disaater.  From  the  same 
dienmstance  follows  the  veiy  remarkable  inference  that  if  thia  iron  be 
largely  need  in  the  construction  of  a  ship,  the  delicately-poised  needle  of  the 
cmnpass  will  in&llibly  detect  its  presence. 

After  an  able  and  elaborate  review  of  facta  connected  with  the  variation 
of  the  magnetism  of  iron-ships,  Mr.  Evans  inferred  that  the  greater  oo* 
efficient  denoting  the  deviation  due  to  the  indmeed  wutgmtium  of  soft  iron  in 
a  ship  (known  as  the  qoadrantal  deviation),  the  more  rapid  and  capricious 
will  be  the  change  of  the  ship's  magnetic  force,  both  in  direction  and  amount. 
And,  conversely  with  a  small  co-efficient,  there  will  be  little  or  no  change 
in  the  direction,  but  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  the  magnetic  force.    "  But 
we  are  warned,**  said  Mr.  £.,  <*  under  any  circumstances  not  to  send  an  iron 
ahip  too  quickly  to  aea  after  launching ;  that  her  equipment  shall  progress 
with  her  head  if  possible  in  an  opposite  direction  to  that  in  which  she  wss 
built ;  and  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Airy,  to  *  shake  out'  by  motion,  concnssioo, 
or  the  tremor  of  the  steam  engine  the  variable  part  of  the  sub-permanent 
magnetism.*'    Mr.  £.  next  gave  detailed  statementa  on  the  beat  direction 
for  boilding  iron  ehips,  and  on  the  position  :of,  and  arrangementa  for,  the 
eompaaa.    He  urged  the  general  adoption  of  the  Admiralty  atandard  or 
Asimnth  compass  in  the  mercantile  marine,  and  gave  directions  for  fitting  it. 
In  conclusion  Mr.  E.  briefly  referred  to  iron-plated  ships  of  war,  pointing 
out  the  importance  of  due  attention  being  given  to  the  novel  phenomena 
which  muat  attend  their  action  upon  the  compass,  and  inviting  further  prac-* 
tical  investigation  of  the  subject. 
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Tea  cotter  yacht  Spray,  83  toDs,  whose  arriTal  at  the  Cape  we  noticed  in 
our  February  number  has  now  completed  her  periloua  Toyage  to  Tasmania^ 
baTing  arrived  at  Hobart  Town  on  the  6th  of  January.  Including  her  deten- 
tion at  Madeira  and  the  Cape,  she  was  120  days  on  the  passage  from  the  Clyde, 
but  deducting  her  stay  at  the  aboye  places  the  time  occupied  was  not  more  than 
100  days.  Her  greatest  day's  run  was  195  miles,  and  her  shortest  11.  Our 
nautical  friends  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  during  this  long  royage  Capt. 
Wyse  had  never  occasion  to  heaye  her  to— a  strong  proof  of  the  little  craft's 
ezoeUent  sea  going  qualities.  Her  crew  consisted  of  master,  first  and  second 
mates,  and  four  sean^en,  including  one  man  shipped  at  the  Cape.  It  may  be 
mentioned  as  a  remarkable  proof  how  fait  this  little  craft  can  trarel,  that  she 
beat  all  Teasels  that  left  home  for  the  Cape  at  the  same  time  as  herself  l^  ten 
days. 


BOINGS  IN  THB  DOCELTABDS. 


Meatn.  ^mom  and  Co,,  O/Sss^ov.— BaTe  built  a  splendid  ftran  sdiooner,  of 
«0  tana,  for  James  Ballaiitine,  Esq.,  who  has  named  her  the  Antta.  This  Ifcrni 
haa  built  ainee  1855  four  «ther  Iron  yachts,  ris.  the  Tla;ra  and  Btret  cntten, 
and  Anrora  and  Chance  schooners. 

Mr,  WankUl,  Poole,  —There  are  four  yadits  building  here,  all  of  whioli  will  be 
launched  in  ICay,  Tiz.  a  schooner,  124  tons,  (not  named,)  for  J.  Cannon,  Esq.i 
Bnid,  cutter,  55  tons,  for  F.  Scorell,  Bsq.;  Amber  Witch,  j»w\  51  tona,  fbr 
Capt.  Bacon;  and  Snipe,  yawl,  36  tens,  D.  V,  Dalton,  Ssq. 

Por  Sale:— a  yawl  60  tons»  a  cutter  40  tons,  a  yawl  12  tons,  and  a  cutter  86 
tons. 

Me$tr8.  Whiu,  Wut  Coweta  hare  lengthened  the  Hornet  schooner,  and  the 
Ifrefly  acrew  schooner  ;  and  are  building  a  fine  schooner  yacht. 

Memro,  llala^  tmd  Sons,  Wott  Cbioe*.— This  firm  has  three  schooners  in 
procesa  of  bnilding--one  of  104  tons,  to  be  called  the  Vdage,  for  Lord  ColTiUe: 
Goe  of  160  tona  for  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  L.eeds ;  and  one  of  140  -tons,  1for  W. 
J.  Pawson,  EBsq.  The  Viking  has  been  lengthened,  and  is  now  190  tons.  She 
is  fitting  out,  and  from  her  appearance  we  may  expect  to  see  her  take  a  rery 
prominent  position  during  the  season. 

MoMtn.  Hansen,  We»t  Ocmmw.— The  Shark  achooner  baa  been  thoroughly 
OYerhauled,  and  is  now  fitting  out  at  this  yard.  The  schooner  Derwent,  and 
the  cutter  Apaara  hare  each  been  lengthened  12  feet  by  the  bow.  but  hare  not 
yet  been  measured.  The  Galatea  schooner  is  nearly  ready  for  sea.  A  new 
tidiooner  of  120  tons  is  building  for  sale. 

Meun,  Fife  and  Son,  Fairiie,  iV.B.— This  firm  is  building  a  schooner  of  59 
tons,  fbr  J.  Q raves  Esq.  Liyerpool ;  a  cutter  of  60  tons  for  C.  T.  Conper,  Eaq. 
Glasgow;  and  a  schooner  of  13  tons  for  D.  Stuart  Esq.  Dumbarton. 

For  Sale:— the  iron  cutter  yacht  Cosaok,  48  tons. 

■Iff*.  i\qnM,  ^oufftofliptoii.— A  new  cutter  of  17  tons,  was  built  here  dnrlng'tliii 
whittr,  liar  F.B.  Windaor,  Esq.— Bhe  ts  named  the  Losidora/ 
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Mr,  Q,  Inman't,  Lpmm(fttm.-~On  the  14th  of  March,  the  new  echooner  Zdit, 
112  tons,  boilt  for  H.  S.  Hanoington,  Eaq^  '.Hnrttpier  Point,  Brighton,  Snsiex, 
was  launched,  and  is  a  rery  pretty  specimen  of  the  building  art.  In  the  same 
yard  is  a  cutter  of  about  60  tons,  ready  for  lannching;  a  schooner  of  ISO  tons, 
near  completion,  and  the  keels  of  two  80  ton  cutters  just  laid  down.  Fitting 
out  the  Falcon,  EL  W.  Hartley,  Esq.,  which  will  Ttry  shortly  sail  for  Ecuador. 


BEGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 


June     l.—Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Matches  for  Srd  dais,  and  yachts 
under  six  tons.    Erith  to  Coal-house  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich. 
Entries  close  May  24  th. 
S.-^Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  1st  and  2nd  claaaes,  Erith 

to  the  Nore  and  back.    Entries  close  May  27th. 
6.— Norfolk  and  8ufR>lk  Yacht  Club  Match  at  Cantley. 
18.— Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Matches  tor  Srd  and  4th  cUuwea,  and  an 
Extra  Match  for  cutters  under  50  tons  which  have  neyer  won  a 
prize  hi  the  R,T.Y.C.    Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  back.    Entries 
dose  on  the  11th. 
29.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  regatta. 
July     3.— Eoyal  London  Yacht  Qnb  Sailing  Matches  for  1st  and  2nd  daassi 
Itt  class  Erith  to*  the  Nore  and  back,  €nd  dass  to  Soatbend  and 
back.  Entries  dose  June  28 
4,  5.— Boyal  Meraejr  Yacht  Club  regatta. 

9.— Whidennere  Yacht  Club  Match  for  Challenge  Cup« 
9f  10.— Boyal  Northern  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Dunoon. 
11.— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  Match  at  Wrozham. 
11.— Windermere  Yacht  Club  Match  for  Club  Cup. 
16, 17.— Boyal  Irish  Yacht  Club  regatte  at  Kmgstown. 
23, 24.— Boyal  Cork  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Queenstown. 

SO. — Windermere  facht  Club  Match  for  Amateur  Cup.    This  cop  ii  to 
be  sailed  in  heats,  the  winning  boat  to  win  twice,  but  not  oonsecu- 
^tiyely.    No  professional  sailors  are  admitted  in  this  race. 
Aug.  8.— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Oulton. 

18.— Boyal  Yictoria  Yacht  Club  regatta  commenoes  at  Byde. 


NOTICE  TO  C0BBE8P0NDENT& 

Amatshs  Sazliho  Mjltohxs.— This  artide  arrired  too  late,— shall  appear  in 
our  next 

Watb  Lexb  Thbost.— We  are  promised  an  artide  on  this  subject  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  made  it  a  study. 

17mTBB8AL  Yaoht  List.— Yacht  owners  are  requested  to  forward  the  parti- 
culars of  their  yadits. 


Att  cammuMeaii(ma  fmut  be  addr€9sed  to  ike  Ediiorf  6,  New  Ckurek  SL  N,W. 
HUMT  k  Ooi  f  rinttr^,  S  Nsw  Chwoli  gtrnt,  B4ffwsn  SL9t4,  K,Wi 
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CHAPTER  XYIIL 

ordinaiy  rule,  that  is  veiy  generally  followed,  in  proportioning 
Jiovfer  mast  of  a  cutter  yacht,  is  to  take  twice  the  extreme  breadth 
im,  and  make  the  hoist  of  the  mainsail  of  that  length ;  then 
ig  from  one-third  to  one-quarter  of  this  length  additional,  for 
thead,  will  give  the  length  of  mast  from  the  deck,  to  which  the 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  deck  to  the  bottom  of  the  step  in 
ressels  hold  being  added,  the  quotient  expresses  the  entire  length 
»t  required  :  should  an  extra  amount  of  canvas  be  required  for 
purposes,  the  beam  divided  into  parts,  or  if  its  measure  in 
equal,  a  certain  proportion  of  these  parts,  or  number  of  feet, 
to  the  hoist  determined  as  above  stated,  will  give  the  amount 
1,  and  the  length  of  hoist  will  then  be  expressed  by  2^  beams, 
beams,  &c.,  or  whatever  exact  measure  may  be  determined 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  proportioning  the  masthead, 
^neat  short  head  makes  a  vast  difference  in  the  appearance  of 
Is  rig ;  a  long  straggling  masthead  is  a  most  unsightly  thing, 
a  heavy  and  stunted  look  to  the  main  rigging,  besides  the 

*  Continued  from  page  151. 
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useless  weight  aloft.  Some  men  advocate  long  mastheads  as  giving  a 
better  fulcrum  to  the  peak  halyards  when  the  mainsail  is  up,  and  1 
also  as  strengthening  the  topmast;  and  to  remedy  the  additional 
top  hamper  reduce  it  in  diameter  from  the  hounds ;  that  it  has  these 
eflfects  it  is  true,  but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  estimated ;  besides  the 
fact  of  its  being  so  long  converts  it  into  a  powerful  lever  when  the 
gaflf-topsail  is  not  set,  or  that  the  topmast  is  housed,  and  the  fore- 
stay  and  eyes  of  the  shrouds  acting  as  the  fulcrum,  the  weight  of  the 
mainsail  on  the  peak  halyards  very  often  twists  a  long  masthead  and 
springs  it  at  the  eyes  of  the  rigging,  more  particularly  when  a  craft 
is  labouring  through  a  heavy  sea,  or  meets  with  squally  weather  io 
smooth  water :  a  short  neat  masthead,  and  yet  not  too  short,  for 
this  too  may  be  overdone  both  for  appearance  and  utility,  with  the 
diameter  carried  full  up  to  the  masthead  cap,  is  always  to  be  pre- 
ferred ;  the  full  strength  is  in  it  to  carry  the  weight  of  the  mainsail, 
the  effect  of  the  leverage  is  considerably  reduced  and  if  the  jib 
halyard  blocks  be  seized  on  above  the  middle  peak  halyard  block, 
and  the  balloon  halyard  blocks  above  the  upper,  it  is  an  excellent 
arrangement,  as  the  weight  of  either  jib  proportionately  counter- 
balances the  weight  of  the  mainsail  on  the  masthead. 

In  some  of  the  Yankee  sloops  there  is  a  short  stay  from  the  mast- 
head spliced  into  the  forestay  in  order  to  meet  this  weight  on  the 
masthead  aft, — but  it  presents  a  very  ugly  appearance  although  of 
considerable  utility.  The  mastheads  of  these  sloops  although  noto- 
riously short,  stand  greatly  in  need  of  such  a  support,  the  strain 
upon  them  not  being  distributed,  as  in  our  cutters,  by  two  or  three 
single  blocks,  but  concentrated  frequently  on  a  two  or  three  fall  block. 

That  part  of  the  above  mentioned  rule  which  relates  to  the  propor- 
tion of  diameter  requisite  to  the  length  of  a  mast,  is  likewise  based 
upon  the  breadth  of  beam;  it  specifies  that  the  diameter  of  every  such 
so  measured  mast  is  to  be  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  to  every  ftM>t  of  the 
beam ;  this  is  a  simple  rule  and  with  such  modifications  as  circum- 
stances might  render  necessary,  would  work  well,  as  it  gives  a  vessel 
possessed  of  a  large  amount  of  stability  a  spar  of  adequate  length 
and  good  average  substance ;  for  cruising  vessels  it  may  be  found 
to  answer  in  the  form  I  have  stated  ;  but  according  to  the  present 
notion  of  racing  spars  considerable  amplification  may  be  indulged  in* 
With  respect  to  the  tapering  of  a  mast  towards  the  head,  I  should  be 
Tery  chaiy  of  it,  if  it  is  a  long  spar,  it  will  want  its  entire  substance 


YACTTT8  AND  YACHTING-  191 

carried  through,  from  the  fact  that  in  such  a  spar  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  dilficulty,  if  not  of  impossibilitj,  to  get  a  stick  clear  of  knots ; 
and  every  knot  weakens  it  more  or  less :  a  mast  for  a  small  cutter 
may  be  selected  with  less  difficulty,  but  let  the  yachtsman  remember 
that  erery  shaving  that  is  taken  off  a  spar  to  reduce  it,  is  removing 
the  strongest  part  of  it ;  I  hold  an  opinion  that  if  a  spar  was  turned 
end  for  end,  the  knotty  part  that  we  now  make  the  head  converted 
into  the  heel,  and  reduced  only  so  much  as  to  proportion  it  to  the 
diameter  below,  it  would  be  a  stronger  and  more  serviceable  conver- 
sion of  that  spar ;  the  greatest  average  working  strain  upon  a  mast 
is  not  at  or  near  the  deck  at  all  so  great  as  it  is  from  one  to  two 
thirds  up  to  and  at  tho  head. 

I  was  first  induced  to  form  this  opinion  by  seeing  a  large  cutter 
overhauled  that  had  gone  through  a  great  deal  of  hard  service  upon 
a  wild  coast  and  in  stormy  weather,  where  she  had  to  contend  against 
the  weighty  seas  of  the  Atlantic ;  she  had  a  large  winch  which  was 
attached  to  the  mast  by  a  broad  and  heavy  iron  band,  not  galvanized: 
this  band  hsA  discoloured  the  mast  above  and  below  it  considerably; 
the  boom  was  fitted  with  a  goose  neck  that  worked  in  an  eye  welded 
tipon  the  band :  during  the  overhaul  it  was  resolved  that  this  band 
should  be  got  rid  of,  and  a  light  saddle  with  spider  hoop  and  suitable 
iriuch  substituted  :  upon  removing  the  band  the  mast  was  found  to 
be  so  severely  sprung  underneath  it,  that  guys  had  to  be  attached  to 
the  mast  to  prevent  it  tumbling  overboard,  and  sheers  immediately, 
rigged  to  remove  it :  now  had  there  been  a  working  strain  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  mast  greater  than  that  upon  the  head,  it  must  have 
heeu  twisted  out  of  this  band ;  but  from  the  appearance  of  the  parts 
where  it  was* sprung  and  the  iron  rust  having  penetrated  considerably 
into  the  transverse  cracks,  the  inference  we  deduced  was  that  this 
nast  had  been  sprung  for  a  considerable  time,  and  that  it  rested  in 
this  band  as  in  a  step,  the  lower  half  of  it  being  quite  firm  on  the 
«tump;  she  had  just  gone  through  a  winter  cruise  of*unexampled 
severity,  and  upon  questioning  her  master  he  informed  us  that  he 
had  frequently  observed  the  mast  to  yield  a  little  at  the  band,  but 
could  not  understand  the  reason  of  it :  if  he  had  known  it  to  have 
i^^en  sprung  in  the  state  in  which  he  saw  it  when  the  band  was  taken 
^ff»  he  declared.he  would  have  as  soon  thought  of  drowning  himself 
wd  all  hands  as  gone  through  the  seas  and  storms  he  had  encoun- 
tered. 
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The  neit  point  we  turned  our  attention  to  was  how  the  mast  couMl 
have  been  sprung  at  this  particular  part;  this  however  was  easy  of 
^lution,  the  working  of  a  heavy  wiuch«  the  action  of  the  boom  upon 
the  goose  neck,  and  the  repeated  screwing  up  of  the  iron  band  to 
resist  these  assaults,  had  so  compressed  and  crushed  the  external 
and  strongest  layers  of  the  spar,  that  a  very  slight  and  sudlen  shock 
might  probably  have  caused  it,  such  as  the  vessel  might  have  expe* 
rienced  in  contending  with  a  heavy  short  head  sea,  or  by  being 
struck  by  a  sudden  squall. 

With  regard  to  the  turning  of  a  spar  end  for  end,  it  is  merely 
an  opinion ;  I  have  never  seen  it  experimented  upon,  although  I 
have  been  informed  that  spars  made  from  balks  have  been  treated 
•o,  and  some  instances  have  been  mentioned  to  me  of  whole  spars, 
yet  as  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it,  I  cannot  speak  to  it :  I 
think  however  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  and  trial. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  say  a  few  words  relative  to  the 
different  descriptions  of  pine  used  for  spars,  together  with  some  par* 
ticulars  of  the  growth,  and  the  countries  which  furnish  the  vast 
supplies  annually  consumed  in  Great  Britain :  for  the  masts  and 
other  spars  of  yachts,  as  well  as  much  of  the  timber  used  frequently 
in  the  construction  of  the  hulls,  the  Pines  and  Firs,  or  cone  bearing 
trees,  that  grow  and  thrive  best  in  cold  countries,  are,  frr>m  their 
lightness  and  toughness,  coupled  with  their  elasticity,  found  admi- 
rably adapted  to  such  purposes.  The  only  other  wood  I  have  ever 
seen  used  in  constructing  a  mast  was  Teak;  I  saw  a  Chinese  junk 
with  a  teak  wood  spar,  but  as  Rangoon  teak  is  only  of  the  same 
weight  in  lbs.  per  cubic  foot  as  American  yellow  pine — viz  26'7lbs, 
if  it  was  of  that  description  it  would  only  be  an  average  weight :  but 
if  of  Malabar  teak  it  would  weigh  531bs.  to  tlie  cubic  foot,  or  lib* 
heavier  than  English  Oak,  and  certainly  a  vessel  that  could  carry 
such  a  stick  must  have  been  a  miracle  in  her  way. 

The  principal  markets  from  whence  we  obtain  our  masting  spars 
are  British  North  America,  Norway,  and  the  Baltic,  Kiga,  Memel, 
Dantzic,  Stettin,  &c.,  but  of  all  pine  bearing  countries  New  Zealand 
bears  away  the  palm.  Could  we  obtain  the  same  facilities  of  impor- 
tation from  thence  as  from  other  countries,  we  should  have  such 
spars  as  would  gladden  the  most  fastidious  yachtsman's  heart.  A 
specimen  of  the  New  Zealand  spars  may  be  seen  in  the  Queen's 
yacht,  Victoria  and  Albert,  which  were  brought  over  specially  for  the 
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purpose;  and  perhaps  handflomer  sticks  could  not  be  seen  in  any 
other  vessel  in  the  world. 

The  principal  varieties  of  pines  and  firs  that  are  used  for  the  masts, 
spars,  and  hulls  of  yachts,  and  generally  in  Naval  Architecture,  com- 
prise amongst  them  some  of  the  most  important  of  our  forest  trees, 
and  whether  we  consider  them  with  regard  to  the  value  of  their  tim-* 
ber,  which  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  equals  that  of  oak,  or  for 
the  value  of  their  secretions,  which  supply  us  with  pitch,  oil  of  tur- 
pentine, Canada  balsam,  &c.,  the  pine  tnbe  constitutes  a  supply,  the 
vast  importance  of  which  can  scarcely  be  estimated.  The  timber 
is  usually  considered  of  the  best  quality,  if  found  in  cold  exposed 
atoaiions,  and  the  slower  the  growth  the  better :  the  commercial 
names  under  which  it  is  known  are  Deal,  (or  White  Fir)  Fir,  Pine, 
and  Cedar.  The  names  of  some  of  the  principal  varieties  used  for 
the  above  purposes  are  as  follows^ — 

Pimta  Nigra. — ^The  Black  or  Double  Spruce,  is  valued  for  the 
lightness,  strength,  and  elasticity  of  its  timber  :  it  is  obtained  in  the 
moantainous  districts  of  Nova  Scotia,  also  of  Carolina,  and  further 
amidst  the  inclement  northern  districts. 

Pinu8  Osniidensis, — Or  Ilemlock  Spruce,  is  of  slow  growth  but 
noble  proportions,  its  average  height  is  80  feet :  the  timber  is  not 
considered  good.  It  is  very  abundant  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  New 
Brunswick  ;  as  also  near  Quebec  and  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Pinus  Hesindsa. — ^The  Pitch  or  Red  Pine  of  the  Canadians,  which 
grows  to  a  great  height,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  smoothness  and 
^  colour  of  its  bark,  as  also  for  the  quantity  of  resin  it  yields ;  it 
powB  in  close  forests  in  Canada  and  the  Northern  Regions  of 
America. 

Piniis  Sirobus. — ^The  White  or  Weymouth  Pine  grows  to  an  im- 
mense size,  having  been  found  200  feet  in  height ;  this  pine  makes 
first-rate  spars:  it  is  found  in  Canada,  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
district  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 

Pinna  Rigida. — ^Tfae  Pitch  Fine;  the  timber  of  this  pine  is  not 
considered  of  a  very  good  quality ;  it  is  cross  grained  and  saturated 
^th  tar :  it  grows  throughout  the  United  States,  and  is  generally 
fo'ind  in  poor  soils. 

Pinus  Miiis. — The  Yellow  Pine,  yields  fine  and  durable  timber, 
^i  grows  in  the  middle  and  northern  districts  of  America. 
Pinus  AudralU. — The  Southern  Pine ;  the  timber  of  this  tree 
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irorks  clean,  is  light  and  durable ;  it  contains  much  tar,  and  makes 
excellent  spars ,  it  is  found  in  the  central  districts  of  North  America. 

Pintis  Sylve8tris.—lhe  Scotch  Fir  yields  the  Red  and  Yellow 
Deal,  it  is  considered  to  be  the  hardiest  species  of  pinet  and  most 
valuable ;  it  yields  very  large  quantities  of  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine: 
it  grows  upon  the  mountains  of  Scotland,  in  Northern  Europe,  and 
North  America.     It  reaches  a  height  of  90  feet. 

Ptntw  Larix. — The  common  Larch;  this  tree  takes  rank  in 
value  next  to  the  Scotch  Fir ;  the  timber  is  heavy,  very  tough,  and 
closely  grown;  it  makes  fine  planking  for  vessels.  In  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  it  flourishes  well  on  barren  and  exposed  land: 
it  is  found  in  the  mountainous  districts  of  the  middle  of  Europe, 
and  prevails  largely  in  Russia  and  Siberia :  45  feet  is  said  to  be  its 
average  height. 

Pinus  Abies. — ^The  Norway  Spruce ;  this  pine  furnishes  the  White 
Fir  or  Deal  timber;  it  grows  in  a  straight  stem  from  150  to  200 
feet  in  height :  it  is  found  in  Northern  Europe,  and  takes  its  name 
from  Norway,  where  it  is  principally  found:  it  makes  fair  spars. 

Pinus  Picea. — The  Silver  Fir :  this  tree  grows  to  large  dimen- 
sions, and  yields  very  fine  timber  for  shipbuilding  purposes ;  it  is 
a  native  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  Siberia. 

Pinus  Pinea. — The  Stone  Pine,  yields  also  excellent  shipbuilding 
timber,  it  is  found  in  Southern  Europe  and  the  Levant. 

There  are  many  other  varieties,  but  these  may  be  sufficient  to 
interest  the  yachtsman.  The  above  are  according  to  the  arrange- 
ments of  Humboldt  and  Schouw. 

With  respect  to  the  selection  of  timber  for  spars,  in  order  to  un- 
derstand the  principal  upon  which  the  best  adapted  for  the  purpose 
may  be  picked  out,  with  your  liberty  good  Mr.  Yachtsman  reader 
we  shall  refer  for  a  short  space  to  our  School-boy-day  studies,  and 
in  order  to  comprehend  these  principles  thoroughly  we  will  succinctly 
investigate  the  growth  of  trees  There  are  two  descriptions  of  trees; 
the  first  having  what  is  scientifically  known  as  exogenous  stems,  or 
those  that  grow  by  the  addition  of  wood  on  tJieir  outer  surface^  under- 
neath the  bark.  The  second  are  those  characterized  by  endogenous 
stems,  or  those  that  grow  inwardly^  from  the  centre,  and  which  latter 
class  are  further  known  by  the  comparative  thinness  of  the  coating 
of  bark,  their  covering  in  this  respect  being  nothing  more  than  a  tbia 
cuticle.     It  is  a  curious  fact  that  it  is  between  the  family  of  Pines 
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and  Palms,  which  may  be  considered  in  some  measure  related  to 
each  other,  that  this  great  difference  most  strikingly  occurs.  The 
Pine  is  exogenous^  the  Palm  endogenous ;  the  former  thrives  best  in 
cold  exposed  regions,  the  latter  is  chiefly  found  in  tropical  regions; 
and  here  one  of  the  many  beautiful  provisions  of  nature  is  exempli- 
fiod  in  the  absence  of  bark  from  the  Palm:  one  of  the  principal  duties 
of  the  bark  being  to  protect  the  sap  from  which  the  wood  is  formed 
oa  the  outer  surface,  but  there  not  being  any  flow  of  sap  externally 
in  miogmous  trees,  the  bark  becomes  unnecessary. 

Another  striking  difference  in  the  structure  of  these  trees  is  the 
provision  that  enables  the  Palm  to  attain  such  a  great  height ;  the 
wood  growing  from  the  centre  {i.e.  endogenous)  soon  reaches  the 
diameter  its  vital  functions  are  capable  of  supporting,  and  then  the 
wood  forming  sap  instead  of  being  distributed  over  the  external 
SQiface  underneath  the  bark,  as  in  exogenous  trees,  is  progressively 
deposited  at  the  summit  of  the  stem  and  thus  the  tree  grows  vertically 
^er  a  certain  period,  without  any  considerable  lateral  expansion. 

The  number  of  concentric  zones,  or  rings,  that  may  be  observed 
in  the  transverse  section  of  a  tree  indicate  the  number  of  years 
of  its  growth,  and  I  will  here  make  an  extract  from  Orr*s  Circle  of 
the  Sciences,  which  will  completely  illustrate  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject 

"The  inclosure  of  zone  within  zone  is  owing  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  wood  is  produced,  and  the  position  in  which  it  is  deposited. 
Wood  is  fornoed  by  the  leaves  during  the  growing  season,  and  passes 
down  towards  the  root  between  the  bark  and  the  wood  of  the  previous 
y^r  (if  any),  or  in  the  position  in  which  cambium  is  effused ;  and 
^  the  leaves  more  or  less  surround  the  whole  stem,  the  new  layer  at 
length  completes  a  zone,  and  perfectly  encloses  the  wood  of  all  former 
7^rs.  This  is  the  explanation  of  the  term  exogenous^  which  is  derived 
from  two  words  signifying  to  grow  outwardly,  for  the  stem  increases 
IB  thickness  by  successive  layers  on  the  outer  side  of  the  previously 
formed  wood.  That  this  is  the  mode  of  growth  has  been  abundantly 
proved  by  experiment,  and  demonstrated  by  accidental  discoveries, 
^us  if  a  plate  of  metal  be  inserted  between  the  bark  and  the  wood, 
^  will  in  progress  of  time,  become  enclosed  by  the  new  wood  which 
has  overlaid  them.  So  in  like  manner  if  letters  be  cut  deeply  through 
Ae  bark  and  into  the  wood,  the  spaces  will  not  be  filled  up  from  the 
Attorn,  but  may  be  seen  in  subsequent  years  overlaid  by  new  wood. 
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These  (acts  prove  Uiat  the  wood  is  applied  from  withoat.  Again  if 
a  branch  be  stripped  of  its  leaves  down  to  a  certain  point»  it  will  not 
grow  above  that  point;  and  so,  in  like  manner,  if  branches  be  stripped 
from  one  side  of  a  tree,  the  tree  will  not  grow  on  that  side.  If  a 
circle  of  bark  be  removed  from  a  branch  above  and  also  below  a  leaf, 
it  will  be  found  that  increase  of  size  will  occur  below,  but  not  above 
that  bud ;  and  so,  likewise,  whenever  a  ring  of  bark  is  removed  from 
a  tree,  the  new  woody  fibre  will  not  proceed  from  the  lower  but  from 
the  upper  edge." 

In  choosing  a  spar  therefore,  the  manner  of  growth  of  the  tree 
should  be  remembered,  and  a  stick  selected  that  from  its  natural  siie 
will  require  very  little  reduction  to  make  it  suit  the  vessel  for  whicb 
it  is  required ;  it  should  be  carefully  examined  for  knots,  rind-galls, 
and  shakes;  a  short  piece  sawn  transversely  off  both  the  butt  and  the 
head,  will  enable  the  heart  to  be  examined ;  it  denotes  a  well  grown 
stick  if  the  centre,  or  heart,  of  the  concentric  rings  or  zones  of  wood 
is  in  the  middle  of  both  butt  and  head,  but  if  the  heart  is  more  to 
the  side  at  either  butt  or  head,  then  it  denotes  that  the  tree  either 
in  part  or  whole,  is  not  fairly  grown,  and  that  the  wood  forming  sap 
has  been  distributed  unequally :  if  there  be  pale  red,  or  pinkish  and 
white  spots  pervading  it,  or  any  symptom  of  rot  at  the  heart,  or  n^ 
diating  shakes  of  any  serious  magnitude,  particularly  those  which 
coincide  at  the  diameter,  the  spar  should  have  other  pieces  cut  off 
until  it  be  ascertained  sufOiciently  whether  such  defects  are  local  or 
pervade  throughout.     Having  determined  the  nature  of  the  batt  and 
head,  the  sides  should  next  be  carefully  examined  with  an  adae, 
chips  taken  off  here  and  there,  and  the  sap  cleared  away  down  to  see 
its  depth  to  the  sound  wood ;  every  knot  cautiously  examined  as  to 
whether  it  is  sound  grown,  or  resinous,  or  rotten ;  and  here  let  me 
say  that  too  much  particularity  cannot  be  exercised  in  the  testing  for 
soundness  and  comparing  the  position  of  whatever  knots  may  be 
found  in  a  spar ;  this  latter  point  is  too  often  overlooked,  if  knots 
are  evenly  spread  over  the  stick,  and  at  equal  distances  from  each 
other,  and  that  they  are  sound,  they  are  not  of  such  serious  conse- 
quence ;  but  where  two  or  three  knots  grow  in  the  same  horizontsi 
ring  round  the  stick,  it  forms  a  terribly  weak  spot ;  or  a  very  large 
knot  which  makes  the  wood  to  curl  about  it  is  very  often  fatal ;  if 
knots  grow  very  thickly  about  the   head  and  lie  closely  together^ 
the  limber  will  be  found  very  curly  and  weak. 
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AMATEUR  SAILING  MATCHES. 

In  commoD  with  other  yachtsmoDy  I  have  been  looking^  forward  in 
pleasing  anticipation  of  a  race  upon  the  river  similar  to  that  held  last 
year  by  the  Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club  ;  namely,  an  "  Amateur''  Match, 
or  "  Corinthian^"  if  so  be  that  is  the  proper  designation.  I  had  hoped 
that  this  season  we  should  have  seen  a  more  equally  matched  entry  of 
vessels,  and  perhaps  some  from  the  Irish  and  Scotch  clubs,  to  contend 
agunst  the  Thought  and  her  excellent  crew,  whose  handling  of  her 
last  year  was  the  theme  of  universal  praise  by  all  who  witnessed  it. 
However,  upon  looking  over  the  great  Metropolitan  Clubs'  sailing  pro-* 
gramme  in  the  magazine  for  April,  I  see  that  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  a  match  of  this  description. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Royal  Thames  Club,  who  appear 
to  be  taking  a  strong  lead  as  a  thorough  working  Yacht  Club,  should 
loffer  a  system  calculated  to  foster  a  superior  yachting  spirit,  thus  to 
fiJl  away  :  last  year  there  appeared  three  crews  at  the  starting  buoys, 
who  were  a  credit  to  any  club,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  crews  of 
the  unsQcoessful  vesseb  should  not  be  afforded  another,  and  many,  occa- 
Qons,  of  testing  their  skill  and  nautical  knowledge  against  the  crew  of 
the  Thought.  It  was  generally  felt  upon  that  occasion,  that  irrespective 
of  the  merits  of  the  respective  crews,  the  vessels  entered  against  the 
^'hoaght  were  vastly  inferior  to  her  as  racing  vessels,  it  was  not  therefore 
^  any  means  a  conclusive  match  as  to  the  merits  of  those  engaged  in 
handling  the  vessels.  The  Thought  had  an  excellent  captain,  and  one 
who  certainly  picked  a  crew  that  did  his  discrimination  and  training 
mfinite  credit;  but  that  the  other  vessels  had  a  chance  against  the 
Thought,  without  entering  at  all  into  the  merits  of  the  crew,  was  as 
P^nt  as  entering  a  moderate  **  four"  against  a  Cambridge  or  Oxford 
"  ^ht"  But  that  the  spirit  aroused  by  the  match  would  have  shown 
its  fruits  had  an  opportunity  been  allowed  this  season,  there  can  be  little 
doobt,  and  it  is  to  be  ho[ied  that  the  Royal  Thames  Club  may  be  , 
uidnoed  to  reconsider  their  programme,  and  as  funds  certainly  cannot  be 
the  obstacle,  they  may  add  to  it  a  good  Corinthian  prize,  and  again  give 
™d  lovers  of  yachting  such  an  exciting  spectacle  as  a  well  sailed  match 
heiween  the  members  of  the  Metropolitan  yacht  clubs. 

*^  good  effects  likely  to  accrue  from  the  encouragement  of  such 

^'^'tehes,  has  not  I  think  been  yet  fairly  estimated  ;  we  have  not  too 

"'•'^y  or  to  (spare — nay   not  one- tenth   enough — of  thorough  good 

y^humen  amongst  us  ;  by  the  name  of  yachtsmen  we  have  plenty  of 
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average  medioGrity^  but  that  is  the  most  that  can  be  said  ;  our  stars  are 
not  numerous  enough^  as  the  failures  of  entries  for  matches  too  often 
prove,  and  the  fact  that  we  have  not  yet  found  amongst  our  ranks  a 
champion  fit  to  recover  the  laurels  carried  to  the  other  nde  of  the 
Atlantic,  sufficiently  proves  that  a  new  and  powerful  impetus  is  wanting 
to  recruit  fresh  blood  to  our  ranks.  In  plain  matter  of  fact  we  wtnt 
a  good  school  wherein  to  secure  the  inclination  and  youthful  energy  of 
those  whose  position  and  prospects  in  life  would  hereafter  enable  them 
to  take  a  brilliant  part  as  yachtsmen,  but  of  whom  too  many  are  lost  to 
OS  now  from  not  being  secured  to  the  great  national  sport  in  the 
spring  time  of  their  manhood  ;  many  a  gallant  enthusiast  in  other  pur- 
suits might  now  have  been  a  daring  yachtsman,  had  his  attention  been 
called  to  it  at  that  period  when  early  impressions  prove  most  lasting, 
and  I  have  little  doubt  that  there  are  others  who  may  have  enjoyed  it 
after  a  fashion  that  appeared  tame,  spiritless,  and  uninviting  to  them, — 
when  they  have  merely  been  passengers  upon  a  fine  sunny  day.  I  have 
known  not  a  few  instances  where  men  have  joined  yacht  clubs  without 
the  most  remote  idea  of  ever  becoming  yachtsmen,  and  whom  a  chance 
cruise  in  a  friend's  yacht  during  stormy  weather,  when  the  excitement 
consequent  upon  active  work ,  together  with  a  spice  of  danger  to  make 
it  piquante,  converted  into  owners  and  as  thorough  good  men  as  ever 
handled  a  tiller. 

Corinthian  or  Amateur  Matches  are  peculiarly  adapted  for  enlbting 
the  young  blood  of  the  yacht  clubs  who  are  not  yacht  owners,  when 
they  first  join  ;  it  is  admitted,  I  believe,  generally,  that  a  yacht  dab 
cannot  be  kept  going  by  its  yachtsmen  members  alone,  at  least  in  the 
present  day;  and  of  those  who  join  clubs  merely  for  the  society,  (or  the 
pleasure  they  take  in  witnessing  matches,  or  merely  for  the  convenienee 
of  a  club,  what  inducement  is  there  at  present  to  arouse  in  them  a  spirit 
of  yachting  :  some,  through  the  kindness  of  the  yacht  owners  of  the 
club,  may  occasionally  enjoy  a  placid  day's  sailing,  when  to  interfen 
in  any  way  with  the  duties  of  the  regular  crew  would  not  be  permissable; 
and  others  never  arrive  beyond  the  deck  of  a  st-eamer  on  a  match  day, 
a  description  of  yachting  not  by  any  means  calculated  to  awaken  entfan* 
siasm  upon  the  subject;  but  were  these  matches  fostered,  and  club  pitted 
against  club  throughout  the  year,  it  would  have  the  most  beneficial 
effect,  and  we  should  see  young,  enthusiastic,  and  thoroughly  practical 
yachtsmen  swelling  the  lists  season  after  season. 

It  may  be  advanced  against  such  matches,  that  it  is  hard  to  get  up 
crews,  that  the  experienced  men  all  get  together,  and  then  there  \b  no 
chance  for  the  beginners  ?  very  true,  because  experienced  men  don't 
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like  to  be  jumbled  up  amongst  know-nothingSy-^that  yachtsmen  are  not 
disposed  to  allow  crews  to  knock  about  their  vessels  in  training  !— true 
likewise  in  many  instances,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  not  in  all  ;  and  if 
yacht  dubs  entered  properly  into  the  spirit  of  the  thing,  a  good  open 
yawl  or  wherry — at  a  few  pounds  cost,  would  enable  a  crew  to  train  so 
that  no  jraohtsman  would  object  to  receive  them  in  a  very  short  time. 

Excuse  me,  Mr.  Editor,  for  trespassing  thus  far  on  your  valuable  space, 
but  upon  a  subject  which  I  think  of  vital  importance,  particularly  to  our 
Metropolitan  Clubs,  you  will  excuse  me,  and  hope  you  will  employ 
your  able  pen  in  advocating  these  matches,  and  thus  assist  in  promoting 
yachting.  j,  H.  F. 

London,  March  \5th,  1861. 
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BY   AN   OLD   SALT. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Thb  American  skipper  most  cordially  reciprocated  our  *'  Old  FellerV 
proffered  friendship,  was  duly  made  free  of  the  captain's  cabin  and  mess; 
twelve  men  and  a  quarter-master  were  sent  on  board  the  schooner,  and 
then  our  first  lieutenant  and  the  captain  had  a  long  consultation  as  to 
who  could  be  best  spared  to  send  home  in  her  as  prize  master.  We 
were  still  on  the  look-out  for  the  Yankee  frigate,  and  a  lieutenant  or 
master's  mate  could  be  ill  spared,  except,  indeed,  *'  Down-jib-and-wear- 
her,"  bat  he  had  neither  navigation  nor  seamanship  ;  so,  after  a  long 
p&Uver,  your  very  small  and  humble  servant  was  sent  for,  and  asked  if 
lie  thought  he  could  take  her  home.  **  Oh  yes,  certainly,  if  you  please, 
Sir,"  said  I,  without  at  all  being  aware  of  the  responsibility  I  was 
bringing  on  myself.  What  navigation  had  I  ?  I  could  pull  the  sun 
down  at  noon,  and  find  my  latitude  to  a  few  miles.  How  did  I  find 
my  longitude  ?  By  the  aid  of  Hamilton  Moore  and  Mercator's  sailing, 
^nld  I  work  a  traverse  ?  '*  Yes."  Then  get  a  slate  and  do  it. 
"  Couldn't  unless  by  myself  all  alone.^'  One  was  given  me,  and  I  was 
left  alone  and  did  it. 

Mered  to  pack  up  my  traps,  and  go  on  board  the  schooner,  and 
"^ke  Bail  for  Plymouth  straight  off.  I  was  soon  ready,  and  went  and 
K^ported  myself  so.     The  captain  said,  "  la  there  anything  I  can  do  for 
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yon,  youngster  T*  I  replied,  "  If  you  please.  Sir,  let  me  hare  Bill  Wil- 
liams, the  captain  of  the  maintop,  instead  of  the  quarter-maeter.^  ^  Oh, 
certainly y**  was  the  kind  reply  ;  and  Billy,  who  was  waiting^  my  advent 
firom  the  cabin,  flew  for  his  hammock  and  bag,  which  were  all  hopefully 
ready  to  be  handed  over  the  side. 

The  captain  then  went  to  the  master  of  the  schooner,  and  intimated, 
that  if  there  was  anything  in  her  he  felt  a  wish  to  have,  it  was  perfectly 
at  his  disposal.  He  said  <'No,  he  was  obliged,  but  asked  which  of  the 
lieutenants  was  going  in  her?"  Our  Old  Feller  said  he'd  none  to  sparer 
so  he  was  going  to  send  a  youngster,  pointing  to  me,  who,  burstbg 
with  pride,  was  all  ready  for  a  start. 

The  Yankee  captain  eyed  me  with  a  mixture  of  anger,  shame,  and 
pity,  most  painful  to  witness,  for  a  sort  of  spasm  shook  his  whole  frame, 
even  to  the  distortion  of  his  mouth,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he 
rallied,  when  coming  up  to  me  with  an  abortive  attempt  at  a  smile,  he 
said,  **  1  say  my  little  Razzee,  have  you  sich  a  thing  at  home  as  a 
mother  ?"  I  stared  and  said, '  *  Yes,  Sir,  I  hope  so."  He  replied,  *^  Wall, 
so  do  I,  and  may  you  never  know  the  pain  of  seeing  her  taken  away  to 
slavery  ;  now  that  ar  vessel  as  youVe  agoing  to  slope  off  with,  is  the 
only  crittur  this  side  o'  sun  down,  as  I  truly  loves,  or  as  cares  for  me : 
she  has  been  my  house,  my  castle,  my  cradle,  and  I*d  a  hoped  would  a 
bin  my  fixed  location  in  old  age,  and  so  she  should  a  bin  if  your  folk 
had  not  put  a  shot  through  my  fore-topmast,  for  I  meant  to  make  tracks 
and  streak  off  straight  to  home  ;  but  jawing's  no  airthly  use,  so  good 
bye  ;  only  just  look  here,  did  you  ever  jibe  a  mainboom  long  and  strong 
enough  to  raise  up  the  sun  in  the  mornin*,  and  lower  him  down  at 
night  ?*•  I  said,  "  No  Sir." 

**  Then  you  never  seed  all  creation  striking  fire  and  burning  brimstone^ 
eh  r  "  No  Sir." 

**  Then  my  small  mannie,  when  that  ar  main  boom  jibes  on  you  un- 
awares, with  a  strong  roll  of  a  quarterly  sea,  and  the  wind  a  leetle  €ibaft 
of  aft,  if  you  don't  wish  your  mother  had  a  sold  vinegar,  and  you^d  a 
staid  at  home  to  bottle  it  off,  Fm  a  possum,  that^s  all.'*  With  this  be 
shook  my  hand  nearly  off  and  walked  aft. 

Our  Governor  then  gave  me  his  hand,  and  said.  **  Mind,  Mr.  — ', 
you've  a  serious  charge  for  so  young  a  lad  ;  but  the  coal  trade  is  now 
doing  you  a  good  turn  ;  don*t  disgrace  it  by  forgetting  you're  an  officer, 
and  as  your  prize  is  a  valuable  one,  fight  her,  if  you  can,  sooner  than 
loose  her  ;  and  rather  than  see  her  taken,  sink  her  or  blow  her  up, 
taking  care  your  boat  will  swim  safely  with  all  hands ;  and  now  God 
bless  you,  and  I  hope  to  be  home  soon  after  you  V^ 
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Well,  away  I  went  over  the  side,  and  into  the  boat,  and  so  on  boatd 
"Uncle  Sam/*  when  Bill  Williams  suggested  the  very  great  propriety 
of  standing  across  the  frigate's  stem,  hoisting  the  British  flag,  over  the 
ftars  and  stripes,  and  saluting  her  with  three  eheers«  This  I  thought  a 
beaatiful  idea,  barring  the  stars  and  stripes,  which  I  would  by  no  means 
iDow  of,  in  respect  for  the  Yankee  skipper's  feelings,  but  just  as  we 
were  thinking  about  it,  the  boat  with  the  superseded  quarter-master  had 
reached  the  frigate,  and  after  he  had  ascended  on  board,  who  should  I 
tee  descending  over  the  side  into  her,  but  the  Yankee  skipper  and  a 
midshipman  in  charge  of  her,  and  away  they  came  straight  for  the 
schooner  ;  so,  we  held  on  the  forebraces,  and  they  came  alongside;  and 
the  Yankee  skipper  then]  stepped  on  board,  having,  as  he  said,  for- 
gotten something  in  the  cabin,  *^  Raather  worse  nor  nothin*  to  all 
creation  but  himself." 

So,  down  he  goes  below  ;  and  Bill  Williams  whispers  me  to  follow^ 

which  I  incontinently  did.     The  American  captain  had  seated  himself 

in  his  usual  place,  and  was  allowing  his  eye  to  wander  over  the  many 

tnd  dearly-valned  household  gods,  no  longer  his  to  worship  and  admire, 

save  in  memory.     I  stood  abashed  before  him,  as,  after  a  struggle  which 

would  have  strangled  a  giant,  mind  assumed  a  sway  that  bore  all  before 

it  m  a  terrible  agony  of  tears  and  sobs,  fearful  to  witness.     When  this 

ntbsided  he  looked  up,  and  saw  the  tears  yet  wet  on  my  own  cheeks. 

A  thought  seemed  to  flash  across  his  mind  like  lightning.     He  drew  me 

to  him  kindly  and  gently  ;  he  spoke  of  his  ship  as  his  wife,  his  sister, 

his  mother — ^his  only  earthly  love  and  hope.     He  spoke  of  his  home,  his 

Other's  location,  his  money,  his  peach  orchards,  where  '*if  you  only 

wiDked  at  a  peach,  it  right  off  melted  in  your  mouth."    Would  I)  could 

^i  dare  I,  steer  for  Boston  or  New  York,  he*d  give  me  all  creation  and 

A  bandfiil  of  stars  to  boot,  if  I  would.     Couldn't  I  make  a  mistake  ; 

ne'd  write  me  out  an  order  for   10,000  dollars,  and  a  free  pass  to  go 

eiein  over  the  world's  edge  where  I  liked  most  to  locate  to  .     No; 

certainly  not ;  and  was  this  a  fitting  return  for  Captain  's  kindness 

uid  eourtesy  to  him  ?    He  saw  he  was  playing  a  hopeless  and  not  ovet 

worthy  game  of  chance,  so  he  took  one  last  look  of  all  he  so  dearly 

piixed,  nearly  wrung  my  hand  off,  rushed  up  the  companion  ladder,  and 

over  the  side,  and  away  he  went  to  his  floating  prison — ^the  saucy, 

V«g,  fighting . 

^en  he  was  gone  I  filled  our  foreyard,  braced  up  and  stayed  the 
■cnooner  instead  of  wearing  her— her  late  captain's  homily  on  main 
l^ooms  rather  having  given  me  a  fright.  I  then  stood  for  the  frigate, 
^'^^^Md  her  stem,  manned  the  fore-*rigging,  settled  the  colours  and  top- 
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galUnt  yard,  tnd  gave  her  three  cheers,  which,  however,  were  not  re* 
plied  to ;  our  commauder,  instead,  waving  his  hat,  and  shouting  out, 
*'  Well  done,  young  Coal  Trade  T  I  had  hardly  done  my  last  bow  in 
reply,  when  Bill  Williams  floored  me  teetotally  by  the  simple  question, 
^*  What  course  is  we  to  steer,  sur  ?"  What,  indeed  ?  that  teas  the 
question.  I  now  began  to  feel  the  difference  between  the  third  and  first 
person  singular.  It  was  not—"  Mister  —  tell  the  officer  of  the  watch 
to  order  the  quartermaster  to  direct  the  man  at  the  helm  to  steer  so  aod 
•o."  But  the  mysterious  movement  was  to  be  dictated  by  myself,  out  of 
my  own  head.  It  was  a  floorer  and  no  mistake,  but  I  looked  as  big  and 
careless  as  I  could,  and  said — "Oh,  yes,  eh  ;  why,  put  her  head  to  the 
norrtid  till  I  look  at  the  chart  V*  and  having  thus  delivered  myself  of 
my  first  spontaneous  order,  I  dived  down  into  the  cabin  and  opened  a 
note  Old  Meridan  had  kindly  put  into  my  hand  before  starting. 

This  document  was  headed  with  our  then  latitude  and  longitude,  and 
day  and  date  of  month  and  year,  and  then  followed  a  whole  Jot  of 
nautical  lore  which  was  pure  Hebrew  to  me,  and  in  the  study  of  which 
I  g^t  fairly  bewildered,  so  I  put  shame  in  my  pocket,  and  called  Bill 
Williams  to  the  rescue.  Down  he  came,  and  I  then  asked  him  if  he 
had  any  navigation  ;  his  reply  was  as  follows  : — "  Well,  sur,  yon  see^ 
ear,  I  ain't  nuthin'  perticklar  at  it,  noways,  I  know's  we's  to  the  south* 
westerd  of  England,  and  in  consekence  ought  to  steer  to  the  easterd  of 
north  to  fetch  it;  but  my  lamin' don't  go  fur  enough  to  prick  her  course 
off  the  chart,  howsever,  I'll  spread  him  out  and  you  can  take  bearings 
and  dbtance,  and  the  help  of  Providence  and  old  Hamilton  Mooret  we'll 
fetch  Bomewhere's  anyhow  I" 

This,  as  may  be  conceived,  was  by  no  means  conclusive  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  procedure^  but  faint  heart  never  won  fair  lady,  or  sailed  a  ship 
across  the  trackless  deep,  so  we  spread  out  the  chart,  I  got  the  compasses 
and  paifkUel  rule  to  work,  marked  out  our  present  position,  and,  by  diat 
of  hard   work,   hit  upon  our  course,  allowing  nothing,  however,  for 
variation.    When  I'd  done,  I  said,  "  Well,  Bill,  do  you  think  that's  it?" 
**  Why,  sur,"  said  he,  "  it's  as  likely  to  be  right  as  wrong,  you  know, 
considering  the.  trouble  we've  had  over  it,  so  we  may  as  well  steer  it  as 
not ;  but,  sur,  saving  your  presence,  this  here  job  put*s  me  in  mind  of 
the  north  country  skipper  as  was  on'st  bio  wed  out  o'  sight  o'  land,  and 
hadn't  no  sort  of  navigation  to  fetch  him  back  to  it;  howsever,  be  bailed    ; 
the  cabin  boy  to  strike  a  light,  for  it  was  getting  dark  and  blowing 
marlinspikes,  pints  downuds  ;  so  the  lad  gets  a  light  as  he  holds  in  his 
naked  coal  dusty  hand,  and  he  and  the  skipper  bores  their  wise  beads    | 
over  the  chart  to  see  what  they  could  make  out     Fust  they  looks  out 
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for  shoab  and  rocks,  and  the  lad's  hand  getting  hottish,  the  dip  begiof 
for  to  melt  and  ran  oyer  his  hlack  fingers  on  to  the  chart,  in  dirty  round 
dropg.  The  skipper  was  none  o'  the  best  at  seeing  clear,  and  everj  dab 
IS  fdls  he  takes  for  a  rock,  and  gets  so  frighted  he  swore  the  ship  ad 
Btrike  and  go  down  in  less  nor  an  hour.  The  poor  boy  he  begins  to 
Uubber,  and  says,  "  Oh,  mester,  if  they  did  bur  ken  at  hame  where  we 
vor  r  to  which  the  skipper  replied—"  Lord  sake,  laddie,  if  we  only 
Isenned  oursell's  the  deevel  might  tak  hame  and  all  them  that's  intilt  T' 

Well,  away  we  went  on  our  course,  right  or  wrong.  I  then  told  off 
the  watches,  set  sentries  over  the  prisoners,  trimmed  the  sails,  put  all 
ibip-shape,  and  served  out  a  glass  of  grog ;  and  then  Bill  and  I  went 
WIow  again  to  cogitate.  He  said  among  many  other  scraps  of  nautical 
aMce,  that  as  most  ships  in  concert  had  private  signals,  he  and  I  ought 
to  have  one,  so  that  if  he  was  doing  what  I  did  not  like,  I  was  to  make 
K>nie  ngn,  and  if  I  did  anything  not  exactly  ship-shape  before  the  crew, 
he  was  to  hoist  some  private  signal  by  which  I  could  correct  or  stop 
nyselL  Very  good,  but  how  was  it  to  be  done  ?  "  Why,  sur,"  says 
Bill,  '<  most  a  folk  when  hove  aback  takes  to  scratching  their  heads,  or 
&  hoistin'  up  their  waistbands,  or  summut  o'  that  sort.  Now,  sur,  if 
joall  scratch  your  head  Til  hitch  up  my  trousers,  and  if  you  dusn't  tee 
that,  ru  spit  tnboard  instead  of  overboard,  and  then  makes  belief  to 
vipe  it  up,  and  then  you  can  down  helm  and  go  round  on  tother  tack, 
or  heave  to  for  further  adwioe  as  you  thinks  best."  These  bye  laws 
heing  fully  established,  I  told  Bill  to  cut  his  stick,  and  then  off  jacket 
^d  set  to  work  to  study  Hamilton  Moore  as  he  never  was  studied  before 
^  nnce,  and  the  happy  result  was,  that  as  daylight  stole  into  the  cabin, 
■naething  like  the  true  and  metgnetic  way  home  glimmered  across  the 
*oftttion  of  my  theoretic  obscurity. 

As  to  Bill  Williams,  as  he  himself  said,  '*  he'd  never  no  hedication  ;*' 
*<>  I  had  just  to  trust  to  the  chapter  of  accidents.  And  a  tough  job  it 
*>*»  never  knowing  wherabouts  we  should  make  the  land,  from  the 
hottom  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay  to  Cape  Farewell  ;  enemy's  ships  to  look 
^or  SQd  run  from  ;  as  many  prisoners  as  crew  to  look  after  ;  and  a 
^ttle  devil  of  a  vessel  to  control,  that  went  tearing  through  the  water 
^e  fury,  every  seam  in  her  upper  works,  with  any  sea  on,  opening  and. 
Aottiog  like  an  oyster,  and  letting  in  water  in  an  exceedingly  unpleasant 
^''^^r ;  the  main  boom,  of  which  her  late  captain  spoke  so  alarmingly 
^y  acting  up  to  his  description,  and  requiring  as  much  watching  as 
^  sob  at  noon,  on  a  cloudy  day  at  sea.  However,  at  long  last  I  made 
^  land  &U,  but  where  that  was,  was  the  question  ;  nobody  knew.  It 
^  W  and  sandy,  wild  and  barren  ;  the  weather  was  foggyt  and  a  long 
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roll  of  sea  on  the  shore,  which  bore  an  alarming  propinquity  to  mj 
charge,  so  we  hauled  off  the  land,  and  hoped  for  clearer  weather,  as  I 
had  not  had  a  sight  of  the  sun  at  noon,  or  the  north  star  at  night,  for 
three  days,  and  had  been  running  at  the  rate  of  10  knots  an  hour  before 
a  dirty,  drizzly,  south-west  wind,  with  an  atmosphere  as  thick  as  butter- 
milk, leaving  me  the  pleasing  doubt  as  to  whether  we  were  most  likely 
to  run  under  the  guns  of  a  French  frigate,  or  into  the  £ace  of  some  iroa 
bound  cliff  or  other,  at  the  Land's  End  of  England. 

However,  providentially,  neither  of  these  misfortunes   did  happen, 
although  the  first  was  very  near  being  the  case  ;  for,  after  hauling  off 
the  land  a  little  and  sounding,  we  came  to  the  Dutchman's  idea  of  mat- 
ters— ^heave  to  for  clear  weather.     And  so  we  did.     All  that  dav  it  was 
thick  and  drizzly,  so  towards  the  evening  we  stood  off  the  land  well,  to 
get  an  offing  for  laying  to  during  the  night,  and  hoped  for  better  luck 
on  the  morrow.     I  kept  the  first  watch,  and  then  called  Bill  Wiilianu. 
I  then  went  below,  took  a  glass  of  grog  and  a  biscuit,  and  turned  io, 
about  half  frightened  to  death  as  to  where  we  were,  and  how  I  was 
likely  to  get  out  of  my  present  scrape.     However,  at  that  time  of  day, 
I  had  pretty  much  of  a  sort  of  '*  devil-may-care"  way  of  treating  mat- 
ters in  general,  ao  I  tumbled  into  my  cot  and  fell  asleep,  out  of  whicli 
happy  state  of  oblivion  I  was  roused  about  three  o'clock  in  the  momiog 
by  Bill  Williams,  who  favoured  me  with  the  agreeable  intimation  that 
an  enemy's  ship  was  close  aboard  of  us.     I  bolted  out  of  my  cot  and 
asked  Bill  ^  what  the  row  was  ?"  *<  No  row  at  all,  sur,"  says  Bill,  "  and 
as  little  on  it  as  is  p(»ssible,  is  our  best  chance,  for  we*re  close  aboard  of 
a  French  frigate,  and  there's  little  wind,  and  he's  a  just  beat  about  a 
dozen  drums  to  rouse  his  hands  up  to  put  ship  about,  as  the  fog's  so 
thick,  he  wants  to  get  a  better  offing  from  the  shore,  and  there's  as  much 
talk  and  gabbering  going  on  aboard  on  him,  as  if  he  was  a  maintop 
fiill  o'  monkeys  with  a  basket  o'  nuts  in  the  middle  on  urn  !"    I  slipped 
into  my  nether  garments  in  a  trice  and  up  on  deck,  looking  with  all  my 
eyes,  as  the  saying  is,  for  our  dreaded  foe,  and  although  the  fog  was 
too  dense  to  see  him,  we  could  hear  the  voices  of  his  officers  and  crew, 
and  the  wash  of  the  sea  about  his  bows  and  sides  as  he  rolled  to  the 
swell. 

Now,  what  to  do  was  the  next  question ;  lay  quietly  to,k  or  fill  the 
foreyard  and  run  for  it  Billy  said  we  had  better  lay  to,  still  as  deatb, 
and  he'd  pass  us  in  the  fog,  so  there  we  stood,  all  hands  straining  our 
eye  balls  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  enemy's  real  wherabouts,  and  he 
evidently  nearing  us,  our  hands  ready  to  fill  our  foreyard  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  and  the  most  dead-like  silence  preserved,  when  from  out 
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foreseattle  issued  an  Indian  yell,  so  wild,  loud,  and  unearthly,  that  for  a 
moment  all  hands  were  terrified  into  helpless  wonder ;  the  next  heard 
tbe  chopping  blow  of  a  cutlass  cleaving  through  the  scull  of  the  American 
prisoner  who  uttered  it,  and  the  heavy  fall  of  his  dead  body  on  the 
forecastle.  You  see,  we  kept  our  prisoners  in  the  forecastle,  with  a 
sentry  over  them,  allowing  three  at  a  time  to  be  on  deck  with  the  watch, 
to  get  fresh  air  and  help  to  work  the  ship,  &c.,  and  very  well  they  be- 
haved up  to  this  critical  moment ;  but  then  (and  small  blame  to  the 
poor  fellow  who  did  it),  home  and  all  its  sweets  overpowered  every  other 
thought,  and,  fearless  of  consequences,  one  of  them  gave  the  wild  yell 
or  Indian  war  whoop  I  have  just  described,  and  dearly  he  paid  for  his 
patriotism,  dying  with  the  sound  of  his  cry  still  vibrating  through  the 
fog,  as  if  waiting  for  his  liberated  spirit  to  meet  it  there. 

The  next  instant  heard  a  loud  voice  through  a  speaking  trumpet  utter, 
onboard  the   Frenchman  (spelling  it  as  pronounced),  *'  Selonce  V^  and 
then,  as  every  sound  became  hushed   but  the  wash  of  the  sea,  or  the 
cieakiDg  of  a  spar,  we  held  our  breaths  for  fear  of  detection,  as  we  saw 
the  huge  mass  of  hull  and  sails  of  our  gigantic  opponent  loom  through 
the  fog  on  our  weatherbeam,  like  some  dark  floating  rock  surmounted 
by  towers  of  lighter  atone.     Yet  all  was  indistinct;  I  could  not  have 
sworn  it  was  a  ship  had  I  not  known  it  previously — it  might  have  been 
B  haystack  for  that  matter;  but  we  knew  only  too  well  what  it  was,  and, 
as  we  lay  down  on  deck,  all  but  two  men>  with  cocked  pistols  to  the  ears 
of  the  two  Yankee  prisoners  on  deck,  we  fully  expected  to  catch,  as  Bill 
Williams  whispered  in  my  eax,  ''  more  kicks  than  happence.''    However, 
"lack  's  a  lord,"  and  the  Frenchman  glided  past  like  the  ghost  of  Ossian, 
Men  but  unseeing,  and,  as  soon  as  we  thought  him  out  of  hearing  dis- 
tance on  one  tack,  we  filled  the  foreyard  and  went  about  on  the  other, 
getUiig  out  our  sweeps  to  help  the  schooner  along,  the  air  of  wind  being 
*uli  very  light,  and  the  sea  having  greatly  subsided  during  the  night, 
^ell,  we  worked  at  the  sweeps  for  two  hours,  and  then  laid  them  in, 
hoping  for  a  lift  in  the  fog  and  clear  weather.     At  about  lib.  a.m.,  the 
*^  now  and  then  peeped  out  for  a  moment  through  the  fog  like  a 
AU)tber-of-pearl  button;  but  at  a  quarter  to  12h.,  blue  sky  began  to 
^pear  here  and  there  aloft  in  little  patches,  but  as  yet  all  was  obscured 
hclov,  when,  in  ten  more  minutes,  the  breeze  having  gently  freshened, 
the  base  lifted,  and  on  our  lee  beam  loomed  the  land,  indistinctly,  but 
^tttainly  visible.     I  was  just  wondering  what  country  it  inight  belong 
to»-^Franoe,  England,  or  Ireland— *when  Bill  Williams  touched  my 
*hoalder,  and  turning  round  I  saw  the  French  frigate  six  miles  outside 
^  OS,  and  dead  to  windward.     My  heart  leapt  to  my  throat,  as  I  saw 
no.  5.—V0L.  X.  2    p 
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all  my  blushing  honours  as  prizemaster  fade  away,  to  be  supplapted  by 
a  French  prison  and  cruelty.     I  shouted  out,   '*  Make  sail,  all  hands!' 
when  Bill  quietly   whispered,  "  Make   nuthin,  sur,   or  we're  done  for; 
look  here,  sur, — here's  the  shore,  a  inimy's  shore  111  swear,  close  aboard 
on  us;  and  there's  the  inimy  hisself,  dead  in  the  wind's  eye  on  ns.     Now 
sur,  our  only  chance  is  to  sham  Yankey— that  'ere  French   frigate  is 
bearing  up  you  sec     aye,  there  goes  her  gun  and  colours.      Now,  sur, 
take  my  adwice,  heave  aback  our  foreyard,  run  up  the  stars  and  stripes 
with  the  union  under  um,  muster  our  hands  all  but  two  aa  aentrys  over 
the  prisoners,  and  give  them  orders  to  blow  their  brains  out,  or  run  um 
through,  if  they  so  much  as  sneezes  whilst  that  chap  boards  us;  [that, 
you  see,  sur,  u'U  leave  twelve  on  us,  countin  you  and  me.     Now,  sur, 
you  and  four  more  as  is  of  the  red  and  white  colour  of  wisage  must  jist 
get  put  in  irons  on  each  gangway,  and  t'other  seven  of  us  must  jist  act 
Ttuikey  as  well  as  we  can,  and  I'll  act  skipper  to  the  best  of  my  skill, 
if  you'se  willing:  for  a  throwing  of  dust  in  the  eyes  of  that   infaroal 
frog-eatinf^  willain  is   our  only   chance  o*  steering  clear  of  a   French 
prison.     What  does  you  say,  sur?     Shall  us  try  it  on?"     "Oh,  yes,* 
I  said,   pretty  much  on  the  same  principle  on  which  the  poor  boy,  on 
his  first  trip  to  sea,  replied,  when  told  '*  to  let  go  the  jib  sheet,"     '^  If 
you  please,  sir,   I  is'nt  touching  of  it."     For  of  a  verity,   Bill's  rwe 
was  a  perfect  mystery  to  my  small  ideas  •     But  although  I  was  obtuse 
enough  not  to  see  Bill's  artful  dodge,   the   men  themselves  all,'  saw 
and  jumped  at  it,  and  I  was  denuded  of   uniform,  and  a  very  dirty 
sailor-boy's  suit  of  tarry  jacket  and  trousers,  substituted  in  no  time;  my 
hands  and  face  dirtied   in  the  most  approved  fashion,  and  then,  *^1  oi 
smock  faced  chaps,"  as  master  Billy  chose  to  call  us,  were  duly  put  m 
irons,  and  our  ''  Jack  nasty  face^'  shipmates,  as  the  aforesaid  Bill  called 
themt  became  our  captors  and  enemies,  one  at  each   gangway,  standiog 
sentry  over  us.     Bill  Williams  then  dived  below  into  the  cabin,  withoat 
8a3dng  a  word,  and  in  two  minutes  reappeared  with  his  hair  greased,  aod 
combed  straight  down  each  side  of  his  face,  a  chaw  of  tobacco  in  his 
cheek,  that  wholly  becalmed  one  of  his  eyes,  and  an  old  weather  beaten 
cocked  hat,  and  uniform  coat  of  the  late  Yankee  captain's  on  his  person. 
I  hardly  recognised  him  in  his  new  rig,  and  when  he  spoke  to  order  the 
side  ladder  over,  and  the  hand  ropes  up,  his  nasal  delivery  of  speech  set 
all  hands  into  convulsions  of  laughter,  which  he  checked  by  observiagf 
"  I  swear  if  you  doesn't  leave  oflP  larfin,   I'll  grind  you  tue  smash," 
adding  in  his  own  voice,  "Men,  knock  off  larfin  till  we're  clear  of  thst 
chap,  and  mind  your  weather  helms,  or  you'll  larf  the  wrong  side  o'  the 
mouths  soon!"     This  was  too  good  advice  to  be  neglected,  for  the 
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higtiie  was  close  aboard  of  us,  and  rounding  to;  in  another  minute  her 
iK>at  was  lowered^  and  in  ten  more  alongside,  and  up  spruog  on  deck  a 
Terj  dark  complezioned  French  lieutenant,  who  said,  in  what  he  evi- 
dent! j  thought  was  first* rate  English,  **  Vat  sheep  ees  dis?*^  **  Uncle 
Sam,  American  privateer  I  guess,**  says  Bill,  squirting  a  teacupfull  of 
tobacco  juice  over  the  deck,  close  to  the  officer's  toes.  **  Vere  ees  de 
papier  of  dis  sheep?"  was  the  next  question.  <* Here  they  is,"  says 
Billy,  logging  out  of  his  pocket  a  tin  box,  with  some  of  the  privateer's 
papers  in  it.  This  the  lieutenant  took  and  opened,  took  out  a  paper 
and  a£Pected  to  read  it,  and  to  our  great  relief,  put  it  in  again,  saying 
"  Bon,  it  ees  goot!"  Then,  seeing  us  in  irons,  he  exclaimed.  ''Ha,  ha! 
V0U9  haave  de  prisoneer,  de  Engleesman,  ce  bon,  you  one  brave  homme, 
mais  prennez  Garde,  mon  amie,  ees  coquin  la,  les  Anglaise  sont  le 
Diable?"  He  then  went  below  with  long  Billy  close  at  his  heels,  and 
then  came  up  again  with  the  ship's  name,  and  captain's  written  out  on 
a  piece  of  paper,  and  bowing  to  Bill,  walked  over  the  side,  saying  to 
the  Middy  in  the  boat,  with  the  best  possible  French  unction,  ''  Ces 
Americains  aant  (res  braves,  mats  Mon  Dieu!  quels  sauvagesr 
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(  With  Diagram.) 

Tms  vessel  was  built  in  1852  by  Messrs.  Harvey  of  Wivenhoe,  for  G. 
Coope,  Esq.,  and  she  was  rebuilt  by  Hatcher  in  1854.  The  first 
i^ecord  we  have  of  her  racing  was  at  the  Royal  Thames  Match  on  the 
3rd  of  May,  1853,  when  she  entered  against  the  Phantom  for  a  silver 
ewer  value  fifty  sovs.     In  this  race  she  was  beaten  considerably. 

On  the  16th  of  June  at  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Match  she 
contended  against  the  Phantom  and  Maud,  for  a  purse  of  f6rty  sovs., 
vHen  she  aquitted  herself  better,  but  not  so  successfully  as  to  become  a 
vinaer,  she  alternately  led  until  nearing  the  Mucking  on  the  outward 
Wnd  course,  when  the  Phantom  passed  her,  and  ultimately  at  the 
inning  buoy  w»as  7m.  10s.  ahead. 

She  started  in  July  to  attend  the  regatta  at  Harwich,  but  being  wind- 
bonod  with  several  other  yachts,  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  fun  was 
all  over. 

We  next  find  her  at  Great  Yarmouth,  on  the  5th  and  6th  July,  when 
slie  entered  the  first  day  against  the  Phantom  and  Maud,  the  prize  fifty 
sovereigns.     Here  she  showed  her  sailing  qualities  to  better  advantage 
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as  after  a  race  of  nearly  four  hours,  she  was  only  beaten  by  her  opponent 
(Phantom,)  by  2m.  19s.,  and  she  beat  the  Maud  8m.  22s.  On  the  next 
day  (6th,)  she  was  again  entered  against  the  Phantom  for  a  prize  of 
twenty  so  vs.,  when  greatly  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Lane,  her  owner,  he  ge- 
nerously waived  the  use  of  his  topsail,  in  consequence  of  the  Thought 
having  carried  away  her  topmast  on  the  previous  day.  After  the  Phan- 
tom had  gone  twice  over  the  course  ahead  of  her  competitor  it  was 
discovered  the  buoy  had  got  adrift — therefore  one  more  round  was 
cheerfully  agreed  to,  when  the  Phantom  won  by  4m. 

On  the  12th  of  July  we  find  her  at  Lowestoft,  entered  against  her 
redoubtable  opponent  and  four  others,  and  she  again  suffered  defeat  by 
Phantom  of  11m.  1 2s.,  but  beat  Maud  15m. 

At  Brighton  Regatta,  July  23rd,  she  was  entered  for  the  fiffcy  sov. 
prize  given  by  shipowners,  but  she  did  not  start. 

1854. — On  the  22nd  of  May,  the  Royal  Thames  gave  a  prize  of  fifty 
Bovs.,  which  Phantom  and  Thought  contested,  and  after  a  most  exciting 
race  the  latter  was  beat  only  by  15  s, 

The  Royal  London  on  the  20th  of  June  gave  a  prize  of  forty  sots., 
for  the  first  vessel,  and  thirty  sovs.  to  the  second,  when  Phantom,  Vam- 
pire and  Thought  started,  all  under  a  heavy  press  of  canvas  as  the  wiod 
was  light,  and  on  the  return  ?oyage  the  Thought  unfortunately  ran  hard 
and  fast  on  Shoebury  Ness,  and  remained  there  upwards  of  20in., 
thereby  losing  all  chance  of  either  prize. 

The  Harwich  Regatta  was  held  on  the  15th  of  July,  when  a  prise  of 
fifty  guineas  was  contested  for  by  Phantom,  Thought,  Marina  and 
Emetic,  which  was  won  by  the  first  named  vessel  by  6m.  There  W88 
very  little  wind  and  the  match  was  very  tedious,  altho^  it  excited  great 
interest  irom  the  celebrity  of  at  least  three  vessels. 

At  Lowestoft  Regatta,  July  1 8th,  for  a  plate  value  thirty  sovs.,  the 
Thought  contended  against  Phantom,  Avalon,  and  Maud,  when  after 
divers  mishaps  and  a  severe  contest,  the  Thought  kept  the  lead  in  each 
round,  and  was  declared  the  winner  by  beating  Phantom,  the  second 
vessel,  3m.  30s. 

At  Great  Yarmouth  Regatta,  August  Ist,  the  Thought  and  Phantom 
entered  for  a  purse  of  fifty  sovs.,  the  former  took  the  lead  at  starting 
and  was  never  headed,  in  the  first  round  she  was  45s.  ahead,  second 
round  she  increased  to  2m.  488.,  and  third  and  last  came  in  triumphantly 
a  winner  by  4m.  5s. 

At  Great  Grimsby  on  the  3rd  of  August  these  celebrated  opponents, 
Phantom  and  Thought  in  conjunction  with  Phoebe,  33  tons,  started  for 
a  handsome  silver  cup  value  sixty  guineas.     The  former  had  the  "r^ 
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ill  hand,"  to  use  a  tporting  phraae,  until  nearly  the  finish  when  she 
sprang  a  leak  and  the  Thought  took  the  lead  and  came  in  Im.  158. 
ihead,  hut  being  measured  as  28  tons,  whilst  her  opponent  only  num- 
bered 25  tons,  and  it  being  a  time  race,  the  Phantom  was  awarded  the 
enp,  this  was  a  sad  disappointment  to  the  crew  of  the  Thought. 

The  difference  in  measurement  of  the  Thought  at  this  place  and 
others  led  to  a  correspondence  between  the  respective  owners,  which 
resulted  in  angry  feelings. 

At  the  Royal  Southern  Taeht  Club  Regatta  at  Southampton,  Aug. 
9th,  Thought  started  with  several  others  for  the  Vice-commodore^s  cup^ 
Tilne  fift^  sovs.,  but  the  want  of  wind  prevented  the  arrival  of  the  yachts; 
tod  the  Vesper  the  only  one  which  did  succeed  came  in  on  the  following 
Doming  about  six  o'clock. 

On  the  22nd  of  August  at  the  Royal  Beige  Regatta  the  Thought 
ctme  in  4m.  668,  ahead  of  the  Avalon,  but  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  her  register  the  latter  received  the  prize.^-A  magnificent  vase,  pre* 
•ented  by  H.R.H.  the  Due  de  Brabant 

At  the  Dover  Regatta  on  the  dOth  of  August,  the  Thought  and 
Kitten  sailed  for  a  twenty  sov.  cup,  which  being  a  time  race  the  latter 
woo. 

18d5.— On  the  26th  of  May,  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  gave 
several  prizes,  one  of  which  for  the  second  class,  value  fifty  sovs.,  was 
cootested  by  Phantom  and  Thought  only.  In  this  match  the  latter 
ihowed  in  several  spurts  during  the  race,  that  the  mettle  was  in  her, 
^t  still  was  beat  by  Phantom  by  9m   1 5s. 

She  next  appeared  at  Harwich,  July  4th,  against  Glance,  Marina, 
Waterlily,  Amazon,  and  Phantom,  when  she  unfortunately  took  the 
ground  under  Landg^ard  Fort,  and  consequently  came  in  fifth. 

The  24th  of  July,  at  Lowestoft  regatta,  Thought,  Avalon  and  Maud, 
entered  for  a  prize  of  80  sovs.  Thought  took  the  lead  at  starting  and 
ttme  in  first  in  each  of  the  three  rounds,  in  the  latter  of  which  she 
^t  Avalon  6m.  lOs.,  and  Maud  37m.  The  weather  was  boisterous 
ttd  wind  variable  with  much  rain. 

Aagost  7th,  she  entered  at  the  Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Regatta 
%&iD6t  the  crack  Wildfire,  for  a  prize  of  thirty  sovs.,  which  she  won  by 
1^01.  The  next  day.  Thought,  Wildfire,  Amazon,  and  Phantom  started 
">f  a  purse  of  thirty  sovs.,  when  the  Thought  came  in  second  to  Ama- 
^  and  being  a  time  race  she  won  by  25s. 

On  the  17th  of  August  she  attended  the  Boulogne  Regatta,  and 
^tered  against  the  Amazon  and  several  others,  when  she  unfortunately 
i^  into  a  oalaiy  and  consequently  lost  all  chance. 
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Oa  the  22  nd  of  August,  the  Royal  Beige  Yacht  Club  gave  a  prise, 
value  3000  francs,  when  Thought  entered  against  Amazon  and  Nymph, 
which  was  won  by  the  Amazon  by  3m.  26s.  ahead  of  Thought,  and 
the  latter  beat  the  schooner  Nymph  28m.  2s. 

On  the  dOth  of  August  she  was  entered  for  a  thirty  sov.  prize  at 
Dover,  but  did  not  start. 

1856. — The  Thought  commenced  the  season  on  the  14  th  of  May,  at 
the  Royal  Thames  Matches,  by  beating  the  celebrated  dipper  Secret  by 
4ra.  30s.  independent  of  the  half-minute  per  ton  for  the  difference  of 
tonnage.  The  prize  was  a  beautiful  silver  epergne  for  the  table,  com- 
posed of  a  scroll' ornamented  with  festoons  of  flowers,  with  tfiree  glasses 
on  the  foot  for  bon-bons,  and  a  centre  bowl  for  flowers,  value  50  sovs. 

We  next  met  her  at  Lowestoft  on  the  22nd  of  July,  where  in  con- 
junction with  Glance,  Phantom,  and  Maud,  she  contended  for  a  prize  of 
thirty  sovs.,  but  was  destined  to  be  bowled  over  by  the  two  first  named 
vessels. 

At  the  Royal  Victoria  Regatta,  on  the  19th  of  August  she  entered 
the  lists  against  the  Extravaganza,  48  tons,  Hesperius  51  tons,  and 
Haidee  40  tons.  Here  the  little  vessel  showed  to  great  advantage;  at 
starting  she  took  the  lead,  and  notwithstanding  the  clouds  of  canvas 
carried  by.  her  opponents  she  showed  them  her  stem,  and  went  in  a 
winner  amid  shouts  of  applause  that  might  have  been  heard  at  Ports- 
mouth I  She  beat  the  Extravaganza  the  second  vessel,  9m.  458.,  Hes- 
perius, 37m.  178.     The  prize  was  of  the  value  of  fifty  sovs. 

The  Thought  next  entered  at  Torbay  Regatta  against  the  Glance, 
Phantom,  and  Secret,  when  she  had  to  succumb  to  the  two  first,  but 
beat  the  Secret  27m. 

At  the  Weymouth  Regatto,  August  28th,  the  Thought  was  more 
succeesful  as  she  triumphantly  beat  the  Phantom  and  Wildfire,  winning 
eighty  sovereigns. 

At  the  Dt)ver  Regatta,  September  2nd,  the  Phantom  and  Thought 
were  adjudged,  the  former  to  be  27  tons,  and  the  latter  28  tons,  thus 
giving  half  a  minute  time  to  Phantom.  It  was  so  near  a  match  that 
the  actual  time  of  Thought  was,2h.  20m.  31s.,  Phanton  2h.  20m.  38s. 
which  gave  the  prize  to  the  latter. 

1857.— During  the  winter  of  '56-'57  the  Thought  changed  owners, 
Mr.  Coope  retiring  from  the  yachting  world,  and  Mr.  F.  O.  Marshall, 
the  owner  of  the  Vestal  taking  his  place.  She  commenced  her  career 
this  season  at  the  Royal  Thames  Matches,  June  2nd,  against  Silver 
Star,  Glance,  Phantom,  and  Emmet,  for  a  prize  of  the  value  of  forty 
sovs.  In  this  race  she  proved  victorious  beating  Emmet  5m.  40*., 
Phantom  8m.  10s.,  Glance  10m.  lOs.,  and  Silver  Stor  28m.  40«. 
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On  the  18th  of  June,  the  Royal  London  gave  three  prizes  for  first 
elass  vessels  belonging  to  the  club,  viz.,  60,  20,  and  10  sova.  The 
Phantom,  Thought,  and  Rose  of  York  entered.  Here  there  was  two 
nioates  difference  in  the  measurement  in  favor  of  the  Phantom.  The 
noe  throughout  was  well  contested,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  at 
the  time  that  the  Thought  would  have  walked  off  with  the  first  prize, 
liad  she  not  carried  away  her  bobstay.  The  difference  of  arrival  includ- 
iDg  being  3m.  SOs.  only — the  Thought  received  the  twenty  sov.  prize. 

On  the  30th  of  June  contended  at  Harwich,  against  her  old  antagonist, 
the  Phantom,  for  a  piece  of  plate,  value  sixty  sovs.,  presented  to  the 
elab  by  A.  Aroedeckne,  Esq.*  the  Commodre,  the  Thought  was  defeated 
bj  3m. 

At  the  Royal  Western  (England),  August  26th,  she  started  with  the 
Glance,  and  several  others  for  a  prize  of  eighty  sovs.,  which,  after  some 
trifling  misunderstanding  between  the  committee  and  owners,  the 
Glance  was  declared  the  winner  by  2m.  15s. 

At  the  Torbay  Regatta,  August  28th,  for  a  prize  of  forty  sovs.,  she 
contended  against  the  Glance  and  was  defeated. 

At  the  Weymouth  Regatta,  Sept.  3rd,  she  won  twenty-five  sovs., 
heating  Phantom  in  every  round  of  the  course. 

At  the  Dover  Regatta,  Sept.  7th,  she  closed  the  season  by  being 
defeated  by  Phantom. 

1B59. — After  a  long  absence  from  racing,  as  we  have  no  record  of 
the  Thought  in  1858,  we  unexpectedly  met  her  at  Lowestoft  on  the 
26th  of  July,  where  she  defeated  Violet  (40  tons),  and  Amazon, 
winning  fifty  sovs. 

Her  next  appearance  was  at  Folkestone,  August  22nd,  when  she  again 
teamphed  over  Amazon,  and  won  a  cup,  valued  at  fifty  guineas. 

I860 — The  Royal  Thames  Match,  May  30th,  brought  the  Thought 
^d  Phantom  into  opposition,  and  the  latter  won  by  Im.  10s. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  the  Thought  sailed  in  a  Corinthian  Match, 
gainst  the  Kitten  and  Little  Violet,  allowing  half  a  minute  for  difference 
^  tonnage — both  of  which  she  beat,  winning  a  silver  tea  service,  value 
%  sovs. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  at  the  Royal  London  Matches,  she  entered  with 
^  Attdax  and  Glance,  and  after  an  excellent  race  she  arrived  3m. 
^thia  her  allotted  time  of  Audax,  consequently  winning  the  silver 
*^^^»rd,  value  fifty  sovs. 

M  the  Royal  Southern  Regatta,  August  3rd,  she  was  the  winner  of 
twenty-five  sovs.,  beating  Ladybird  and  Laura. 
^^  the  Royal  Victoria  Regatta,  August  7th,  she  entered  against 
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Cymba  and  Glance,  when  after  a  sharp  struggle,  she  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  superior  powers,  and  received  the  second  pnze  of  ten  sovs. 

At  Weymouth  Regatta,  August  13ch,  the  rivals  Phantom  and  Thought 
again  met,  and  had  a  severe  struggle  for  supremacy,  and  after  nearly  a 
six  hours'  contest  the  latter  was  defeated  by  3m. 

The  last  match  she  was  engaged  in  was  August  25th,  at  Torbaj 
Begatta,  when  she  contested  with  three  vessels  much  larger  than  her- 
self, and  after  contending  for  three  or  four  hours  she  retired  from  the 
contest. 

The  varied  success  of  this  vessel  must  in  a  great  measure  be  attributa- 
ble to  the  fact,  that  she  had  almost  invariably  to  meet  with  vessels  of 
greater  power;  and  to  aquit  herself  as  she  has  done  must  prove  her  to 
be  no  mean  adversary  to  one  of  the  same  tonnage.  It  should  be  also 
borne  in  mind  that  in  her  defeats  she  has  generally  been  well  up  to  her 
opponents. 

The  lines  from  which  our  diagram  is  taken  are  by  the  late  Mr.  Philip 
Marrett ; — who  said — '*  The  Thought  is  a  small  vessel  in  proportion  to 
her  dimensions,  the  various  centres  are  placed  considerably  abaft  the  mid- 
dle, except  the  centre  of  vertical  longitudinal  section,  which  on  account 
of  raking  stem-post  is  situated  before  the  middle  of  the  load -water- 
line.'' 

Diagram — The  ticked  lines  represent  the  original  vessel,  the  jdain 
lines  as  rebuilt. 
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SEASONS  WITH  SEA  HORSES^  oi  SPORTING  ADVEN- 
TURES IN  THE  NORTHERN  SEAS.* 

Ok  the  2Srd  of  April,— and  as  fine  a  morning  as  a  man  need  wish,  I 
found  myself;  Mr.  Editor,  in  company  with  a  certain  briny  deep  G)m- 
modore  upon  the  banks  of  the  Itchen  Ferry  ;  and  there  reposing  in 
peaceful  tranqnillity  upon  the  bosom  of  its  doubly  flowing  tide  we  recog- 
nised many  an  old  acquaintance  that  erstwhile  has,  and  oft  again  will, 
eany  many  a  gallant  spirit  through  the  exciting  race  or  the  adventurous 
cruise.  As  a  matter  of  course  we  first  bent  our  steps  to  the  Yachting 
Arsenal  of  good  friend  Hatcher,  the  facile  princeps,  the  Agathodsemon 
of  the  Itchen,  and  proceeding  to  his  atelier  so  pleasantly  overlooking 
the  broad  expanse  of  water,  h  tan  aue;  we  went  through  his  charming 
collection  of  models,  those  of  the  Glance,  the  Hudee,  Don  Juan,  the 
Why  Not,  and  many  others  that  have  made  his  name  a  '*  household 
word  "  amongst  yachtsmen,  and  we  talked  over  the  *'  great  expectations*' 
of  others  in  embryo,  amongst  them  a  fine  model  of  an  80-tonner,  to- 
gether with  an  exquisite  l2-toniier,  that  will  cause  some  of  the  Mosquito 
fteei  to  wake  up  sharp  some  of  these  fine  June  mornings;  and  the  great 
nmilarity  that  exists  between  Hatcher^s  principles  of  building  and  those 
of  bluff  Wuli  Fife  o*  the  Ffurlie,  struck  us  most  forcibly  :  his  new  80- 
tonner  is  like  Oithona  as  a  twin  sister,  perhaps  of  the  two  a  little  finer 
below  ;  then  we  bent  our  steps  tq  bis  building  slips,  and  on  the  beach 
we  saw  the  able  and  swift  Laura  all  a-taunto,  and  looking  weather 
defiant  and  confident  of  many  a  cup  to  come  ;  the  little  Don  Juan  also 
ready  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  a  splendid  little  clipper  for 
Joseph  R.  Bridson,  Esq.,  of  Bolton-le-Moors,  about  to  proceed  to  Lake 
Windermere,  where  doubtless  the  fame  of  the  Itchen  ferry  clippers  will 
^  considerably  added  to  before  the  autumnal  leaf  flecks  the  mirrored 
nrfaoe  of  the  Mere. 

The  Giraffe  had  been  lengthened  at  the  fore-foot  and  much  improved 
in  sppearance  ;  lying  there  too  were  the  Miranda  yawl,  Sappho  and 
Coquette  schooners,  and  on  the  adjacent  slip  of  Payne,  the  alter  ega  of 
^  Itchen,  were  the  handsome  and  able  looking  Moonbeam,  one  of 
young  Will  Fife's  children,  having  a  lead  keel  added  to  her  :  also  a  fine 
able  looking  cutter  of  65  tons — the  Lark,  having  her  rig  altered  to  a 
y^wl,  others  there  were  too,  and  conspicuous  amongst  them  was  the 
iM>ble  Brilliant,  the  signal  ship  of  all  our  Squadrons,  higher  up  lay  the 
^Ule  Wildfire>  looking  as  saucy  as  ever.     Then  we  talked  about  span 

*  By  James  Lamont,  Esq  —  London  :^Hurst  and  Blackett. 


214  HUNT'S   YACHTING  MAGAZINE* 

and  planking  until  we  became  as  dry  as  chips,  and  it  saddenlj  occurred 
to  OS  that  the  sun  was  a  long  way  over  the  fore-yard,  we  accordingly 
made  it  so,  in  some  undeniable  bitter  beer  dispensed  to  us  by  the  excel- 
lent hostess  of '  *  the  Yacht,''  who  claims  King  Daniel  of  the  Itchen  ss 
her  superior  moiety.  Becoming  in  a  studious  mood  we  reflected  over 
the  achievements  of  various  Itchen  boats;  we  thought  of  the  glorious 
little  Baltic  Pet,  and  it  was  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  we  recalled  the 
sad  illness  of  her  intrepid  and  gallant  owner,  added  to  which  arose  the 
hearty  wish  that  ere  these  lines  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  *'  typo's"  he  may 
be  restored  to  that  health  every  thorough  yachtsman  wishes  him,  and 
that  will  enable  him  many  a  time  and  oft  to  give  os  other  '*  logs"  as 
brilliant  as  his  adventurous  cruise  to  the  Baltic^  and  that  no  Russtaa 
guns  may  disturb  the  equanimity  of  his  canvas. 

While  reviewing  in  our  mind  the  various  incidents  of  that  eventfal 
cruise  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes,  we  wandered  along  the  beach,  and  there 
as  the   Irishman  said,  "  right  forninst  us"  lay  a  fine  looking  schooner ; 
she  was  painted  white  and  looked  like  some  phantom  ship — some  wan- 
dering spirit  of  the  deep,  that  was  resting  in  the  quiet  Itchen,  recruiting 
herself  as  it  were  for  some  more  distant  flight ;  there   was  something  so 
peculiar  in  her  look  that  involuntarily  we  exclaimed  *'  surely  some  tale 
or  legend  attacheth  to  yon  faire  ladie  of  the  deep  I"  or  have  you  like 
the  needy  knife  grinder  '*  no  story  to  tell?"     We  gazed   curiously  at 
the  daintily  carved  lady  that  seemed  almost  to  smile  at  our  question, 
and  we  fancied  she  whispered  gently — "  Is  your  memory  so  treacherous, 
have  you  forgotten  the  Ginevra?     '*  Sea  Lions  and  Unicorns!"  we  ex« 
claimed,  and  rushing  for  the  train,  where  we  were  nearly  smothered 
with  Ayahs  and  bilious  looking  babies  fresh  from  Calcutta,  hastened 
upon  the  wings  of  steam  to  obey  the  golden  lady's  behest,  and  speedily 
found  ourselves  in  the  easiest  of  wooden   chairs,   an  old   pea-jacket, 
and  deep  in  the]  "  Seasons  with   Sea  Horses^  by  James   Lament, 
Esq., — a  yachtsman   who  following  the   example   of  Lord  Duflerio, 
hoards  not  up  his  adventures  upon  the  deep,  but  in  the  shape  of  a  goodly 
volume,  gives  us  his  experience  of  as  novel  adventures  as  perhaps  has 
ever  befallen  a  worthy  brother  of  the  sea.     Mr.  Lamont  is  no  mere 
writer  of  a  book  for  the  sake  of  attaching  authorship  to  his  other  amiable 
weaknesses ;  quite  the  reverse*— he  is  a  man  of  the  world — and  in  some- 
what more  comprehensive  a  fashion   than  many  of  those   who  ^'^ 
periodically  to  impress  the  British  public  with  a  sense  of  their  importance, 
and  accordingly  tickle  the  British  Lion's  whiskers  with 

**  A  grey  goose  qulIl,— 
That  mighty  instrument  of  little  men!" 
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No,  Mr.  Lamont  is  sin  ffeneris^  he  writes  well,  calls  things  by  their 
proper  names,  goes  straight  to  the  mart  at  onoe,  plarob  centre — ^like 
one  of  his  own  rifle  balls  :  a  goodish  bit  of  life  hath  Mr.  Lamont  seeui 
he  seems  to  have  been  seeking  out  the  comers  of  this  globe  of  ours,  and 
whilst  searching  has  gone  pretty  considerably  round  it ;  gravely  and 
discreetly  hath  he  gone  over  the  track  too,  calculating,  perhaps,  like 
Philip  Firman,  on  hb  journey  through  life,  that  there  was  something  yet 
left  in  the  way  of  subject  for  a  book  than  even  the  philosophy  of  astute 
publishers  had  hitherto  dreamed  of.     He  seems  to  have  been  rather 
frstidions  in  the  choice  of  his  subject  too,  like  a  busy  bee  he  has  fluttered 
from  field  to  parterre,  o'er  hill  and  through  dale  seeking  the  honey  cells 
wherein  to  dip  his  quill  ;  he  has  done  London  and  travelled  in  the 
oounty  of  Middlesex;   France  and  Italy,  imparted  not  the  fine  frenzy, 
there  was  nothing  in  them  for  him  ;  he  used  up  Spain,  but  bull  fights 
do  not  seem  to  have  evoked  his  speciality  ;  he  has  had  a  turn  up  with 
Yellow  Jack,  and  the  Havana  land  crabs  challenged  his  investigation  in 
vain ;  Broadway  and    the    Bowery    exercised  no  influence  upon   his 
imagination,  but  he  seems  to  have  got  his  first  glimpse  of  his  future  in 
type  up  through  Long  Island  Sound,  where  the  Sea  Lions  of  Martha's 
Tineyard  and  *'  Hums's  Hull"  may  have  loomed  in  the  distance  :  Scot- 
tish red  deer,  grouse  and  shin  salmon  have  experienced  his  cunning  of 
eye  and  strength  of  arm  ;  scaly  crocodiles  has  he  stalked  on  the  sand- 
banks of  the  Nile;  Blesbok  and   Wildebeests  on  the  banks  of  the  fair 
Uoipopo;  and  experienced  the  persuasive  powers  of  the  **vacht  um  bige^ 
u  he  chased  the  Borele  in  Southern  Africa  ;  the  land  of  Egypt  has  not 
held  him  captive,  nor  did  the  tops  of  the  pyramids  afford  him  the  event- 
hl  peep  into  futurity  :  the  Roc's  egg  he  sought  for  lay  not  in  the  cratur 
of  Vesuvius,  nor  did  the  pilgrims  staff  and  cockle  shell  woo  his  Muse  on 
the  top  of  Mount  Calvary:  the  bubble  reputation  was  within  his  grasp 
before  the  batteries  of  the  Redan  and  Malakoff,  but  he  whistles  it  down 
the  wind,  until  it  met  him  full  tilt  again  on  the  Coast  of  Norway,  and 
gsve  us  an  addition  to  the  list  of  distinguished  British  sportsmen,  and  a 
sporting  work  that  will  find  its  way  into  every  library  in  the  land. 

We  Britishers  are  essentially  a  sporting  nation,  everything  connected 
^th  manly  noble  sport  is  dear  to  us  ;  we  have  had  our  steeple  chase 
riders,  our  yachtsmen,  our  oarsmen^  our  cricketers,  our  famous  rifle- 
^ots,  our  hog  hunters,  tiger  hunters,  lion  hunters,  and  now  we  have 
oor  Sea  Lion  hunter — James  Lamont. 

Bat  we  must  let  Mr.  Lamont  speak  for  himself,  for  like  the  bull  in 
the  china  shop,  we  have  been  brandbhing  ourselves  about  quite  awful, 
And  the  reader  will  doubtless  wish  to  stand  face  to  face  with  the  bold 
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heart  and  daring  hand,  with  the  Arctic  hunter  who  haa  chased  the 
Sea  Horse  and  the  Polar  Bear  in  their  ice-boand  haunts ;— here  he  ii 
then  good  reader:-^ 

**  In  August  1858,  while  cruising  in  my  yacht  the  Ginevra,  of  142  torn, 
on  the  coast  of  Norway,  I  was  induced,  by  the  accounts  I  received  of  rein- 
deer, and  other  game  to  be  met  with  in  Spitzbergen,  to  make  a  trip  acroM 
from  Hammerfest  to  that  country.  It  being  late  iu  the  season  before  we  got 
there,  our  stay  was  very  short,  and  our  sport  limited  to  killing  a  few  rdn* 
deer,  seals,  and  Brent  geese,  and  assisting  in  the  harpooning  of  one  or  two 
walruses,  in  the  boats  of  a  sealing  brig,  which  we  fell  in  with  amongst  the 
ice.  I  however  saw  enough  of  Spitzbergen  to  convince  me  that  wondeHvi 
sport,  and  of  a  most  original  description,  was  to  be  obtained  there  by  any 
one  who  would  go  at  the  proper  season,  with  a  suitably  equipped  vessel  and 
proper  boats,  manned  by  a  crew  of  men  accustomed  to  the  ice  and  to  the 
pursuit  of  the  walrus  and  the  seal." 

Mr.  Lamont  with  the  eye  of  a  keen  sportsman  seems  to  have  compre- 
hended the  situation  at  a  glance:  he  found  that  it  would  not  do  to  batter 
the  Ginevra's  hull  about  amongst  the  bergs,  that  she  would  not  be  suffi- 
ciently handy,  and  might  besides  come  to  grief,  and  that  to  chase 
the  walrus  properly,  a  rough  strongly  built  vessel  was  necessary,  so  he 
hired  a  stout '' jagt,"  a  small  sloop  without  a  topmast,  a  rig  very  general 
amongst  the  Scandinavian  coasters,  here  she  is  from  his  pencil. 

'*  The  Anna  Loosia  was  extremely  ugly,  clumsy  tub  of  a  sloop,  sbont 
thirty  tons  British  measurement,  and  was  rigged  with  a  particularly  ill-fittiog 
mainsail,  a  staysail,  a  jib,  and  a  small  square  topsail.    She  was  high  at 
the  bow  and  the  stem,  and  round  in  the  buttom,  and  altogether  looked  as  if 
the  intention  of  her  builder  had  been  that  she  should  make  as  much  leeway 
as  possible,  and  upset  at  the  first  opportunity.    The  latter  fate  I  afterwards 
learned  had  very  nearly  overtaken  her  the  summer  before,  and  her  subsequent 
performances  in  making  leeway,  did  not  at  all  belie  her  appearance.    8b» 
had  been  engaged  in  a  Spitzbergen  trip  the  previous  summer,  and  looked 
and  smelt  as  if  she  had  not  been  cleaned  since,  as  the  stench  of  the  putnd 
walrus  oil,  in  and  all  over  her,  was  perfectly  sickening.     Her  crew  consisted 
of  a  **  Skyppar,**  or  Captain,  two  men  raced  and  paid  as  harpoouers  snd 
mates,  a  cook,  and  eight  other  seaman ;  the  captain,  the  two  harpooners,  and 
two  of  the  others  had  been  many  times  at  Spitzbergen,  and  were  considered 
good  and  experienced  hands." 

This  then  was  the  tender  to  the  Ginevra,  that  was  to  bear  the  bmat 
and  battering  to  be  endured  in  the  icy  retreats  of  the  Sea  Horse.  Here 
is  hifl  description  of  the  walrus  hunters: — 

'*  It  is  a  terribly  hard  and  dangerous  life  these  Spitzbergen  walrus  hunters 
live,  and  I  observe  that  they  all  have  a  restless  weary  look  about  the  eyes— 
a  look  as  if  contracted  by  being  perpetually  in  the  presence  of  danger. 
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They  are  «  wild,  roogb,  reckless  lot  of  fellows ;  bold,  hardy  and  eDdoriog 
of  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue ;  active  and  energetic  while  at  sea,  and  nearly 
always  drank  when  at  home." 

Of  the  excitement  of  a  walrus  hunt  Mr.  Lament  says:— - 

'*  In  all  my  sporting  experience,  I  never  saw  anything  to  equal  the  wild 
excitement  of  these  hunts.  Five  pairs  of  oars  pulled  with  the  utmost  strength, 
make  the  boat  seem  to  fly  through  the  water,  while  perhaps,  a  hundretl 
wslnises  roaring,  bellowing,  blowing,  snorting,  and  splashing,  make  an  acre 
(£  the  sea  all  in  a  foam  before  and  around  her.** 

Of  the  perils  of  this  description  of  hunting  the  following  gives  an  ideat 

*' The  walrus,  a  large  old  bull,  charged  the  boat,  and  the  harpooner  as 
usual  received  him  with  his  lance  full  in  the  chest,  but  the  shaft  of  the  lance 
broke  all  to  shivers,  and  the  walrus  getting  inside  of  it,  threw  himself  on 
the  gunwale  of  the  boat  and  overset  it  in  an  instant ;  while  the  men  were 
floondeiing  in  the  water  amongst  their  oars  and  tackle,  the  infuriated  animal 
niflbed  in  amougst  them,  and  selecting  the  unlucky  harpooner,  who  I  fancy 
bad.  fallen  next  him,  he  tore  him  nearly  into  two  halves  with  bis  tusks." 

At  bear  hunting^  Mr.  Lamont  was  very  successful,  one  of  his  odven- 
iwes  in  this  particular  branch  of  sporting  will  illustrate  the  many  others. 

"When  the  bear  came  close  opposite  to  the  dead  seals,  he  peeped  cautiously 
op  over  the  head  of  the  ice,  and  then  perceiving  that  they  were  not  live  seals, 
he  scrambled  out  cooly,  and  began  to  shake  the  wet  from  his  shaggy  coat 
Bke  a  Newfoundland  dog ;  the  instant  he  concluded  this  operation  I  fired 
iod  smashed  the  joint  of  one  of  his  shoulders.     He  fell  on  his  face  on  the 
ioe  growling  savagely  and  biting  at  the  wound.     According  to  preconcerted 
arnngement,  I  instantly  sprang  out  on  the  ice  and  ran  towards  the  bear, 
^ile  the  boat  started  to  meet  him  in  case  he  should  tske  to  the  water ; 
vbOe  I  was  running  the  bear  got  to  his  feet,  and,  at  first  seemed  inclined  to 
%bt  it  out,  as  he  advanced  a  few  steps  to  meet  roe,  growling  most  horribly 
*Qd  showing  his  teeth,  but  on  my  approaching  a  little  nearer  he  seemed  to 
^k  discretion  the  better  part  of  valour,  for  he  fairly  lost  heart  and  scuffled 
precipitately  into  the  sea.     I  then  shot  him  through  the  brains  as  he  swam 
awaj,  and  the  boat  coming  up  immediately,  they  got  a  noose  round  his  neek 
*nd  towed  him  up  to  the  ice.    He  was  so  large  and  heavy  that  we  had  to 
^  the  ice  anchor,  and  drag  him  up  with  block -and -tackle,  as  if  he  had  been 
^^shns.    This  was  an  enormous  male  bear,  and  measured  upwards  of  eight 
^  in  length,  almost  as  much  in  circumference,  and  four  and  a  half-feet  high 
^  the  shoulder;  his  fore-paws  were  thirty-four  inches  in  circumference, 
^  had  very  long  sharp  powerful  nails ;  his  hair  was  beautifully  thick,  long 
*^  white,  and  hung  several  inches  over  bis  feet.     He  was  in  very  high 
^^dition,  and  produced  nearly  400-lbs.  of  fat ;  his  skin  weighed  upwards  of 
lOOolbs.,  and  the  entire  carcase  of  the  animal  cannot  have  been  less  than 
^^Ibs.- 
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Mr.  Lamont  retates  the  following  unpftralleled  apcurting  feat  of  Lofi 
David  Kennedy,  hb  compagnon  du  voyage. 

^  On  one  occasion  Lord  David  Kennedy  found  a  troop  of  five  rein-deer, 
and  obtaining  a  concealed  position  within  shot  of  them,  he  knocked  over 
four  of  them  with  a  round  from  his  four  barrelled  rifle  ;  the  survivor 
then  stood  SDufBng  his  dead  companions  until  Kennedy  had  time  to  load  one 
barrel,  and  to  consummate  this  unparalleled  sporting  feat  by  polishing  him 
off  likewise.** 

Between  Lord  David  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Lament,  they  killed  204  head 
of  Arctic  game:  viz: — 46  walruses,  88  seals,  8  polar  bears,  1  white 
whale,  and  61  rein  deer. 

This  pleasant  volume  will  make  a  valuable  addition  to  yachting 
libraries,  and  we  can  heartily  wish  many  more  sporting  adventures  to 
Mr.  Lamont,  and  that  he  will  give  us  a  similar  book  from  bis  clever 
pen. 


BOTAL  NATIONAL  LIFE-BOAT  INSTITUTION. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Institution  was  held  on  Thursday,  the  4th  of  April, 
at  its  house,  John  Street,  Adelphi;  Thomas  Chapman  Esq.,  F.B.S.,  Vice 
President,  in  the  Chair.  There  were  also  present  Admiral  Cater,  Captain 
Sir  Edward  Perrott,  Bart,  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Herbert,  k.c.b.,  V.P., 
Captain  De  St.  Croix,  Alexander  Boetefeur,  Esq.,  Admiral  Bullock,  Colonel 
Palmer,  and  Admiral  Bethune,  c.b.  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Secretary,  read  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 

A  reward  of  14/.  was  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  life  boat, 
stationed  at  Portmadoc,  for  putting  off  on  the  night  of  the  6th  ult,  during  a 
heavy  gale  of  wind,  and  rescuing  after  toiling  hard  all  night,  seventeen  of 
the  crew  of  the  ship  Danube,  of  Belfast,  from  New  Orleans  to  LiverpooL 
The  ship's  masts  had  been  cut  away  during  the  awful  night,  and  eight  of  her 
crew  had  abandoned  her,  and  with  one  exception  they  all  fortunately 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  shore  ;  the  poor  man  who  lost  his  life  was  drowned 
in  the  surf  while  attempting  to  land  from  the  boat. 

A  reward  of  12/.  was  also  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Boulmer,  Northum- 
berland life  boat,  belonging  to  the  Institution,  for  putting  off  and  saving  four 
out  of  five  of  the  crew  of  the  Hanoverian  schooner  Hortensia,  which  during 
stormy  weather,  thick  with  rain,  was  wrecked  on  Boulmer  Rocks,  on  the 
night  of  the  21  st  of  March.  In  consequence  of  the  very  heavy  surf  on  the 
shore,  it  being  low  water  at  the  time,  and  the  night  very  dark,  much  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  getting  the  life  boat  afloat.  Three  times  she  was  filled 
with  heavy  seas,  but  at  last  her  launching  was  successfully  accomplished. 
After  reaching  the  wreck,  however,  the  master  positively  refused  to  leave  it 
Shortly  afterwards  the  vessel  was  shivered  to  pieces  on  the  rocks,  and  the 
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iBttter,  who  was  drank,  perished  entirely  through  bis  obitioacy  •  not,  howerer 
before  the  life- boat's  crew  bad  made  two  most  daring  and  determined 
attempts  to  save  his  life. 

A  reward  of  13/.  was  likewise  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  life- boat  of  the 
hstittttion  at  Holyhead,  ior  potting  off  during  the  night  of  the  6tb  of  March, 
and  rescuing  during  a  strong  gale  of  wind  the  crew  of  fonr  men  of  the 
achooner  Elisabeth,  of  Bridge  water,  from  their  boat.  The  vessel  had  driven 
cloae  to  the  rocks,  on  which  the  heavy  sea  was  breaking  in  tremendous 
force.  Her  crew  had  tried  to  escape  by  their  own  boat,  but  had  ftiled  from 
the  violence  of  the  wind  and  sea.  They  were  taken  on  board  the  life  boat 
and  safely  landed  at  Holyhead.  Early  the  next  morning  the  schooner's 
crew,  with  five  of  the  life  boat  men,  were  put  again  on  board  the  vessel, 
which  had  held  on,  and  which  was  afterwards  brought  safely  into  harbour. 

Payments  amounting  to  66/.  were  also  made  to  the  crews  of  the  Institution's 
Hfe  boats  at  Aberdovey,  Arklow,  Ayr  (in  Scotland),  Barmouth,  Padstow, 
Rhoacolyn,  ^  hitbum,  and  Yarmouth,  either  for  putting  off  to  ships  in  replies 
to  ngnals  of  distress,  or  for  assembling  during  stormy  weather,  so  as  to  be 
Kady  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 

The  silver  medal  of  the  Institution  was  presented  to  Mr.  James  Cox, 
coxswain  of  the  Appledore,  Devon  life  boat,  belonging  to  the  Institution, 
for  his  general  gallant  services,  in  aiding  to  save  a  large  number  of  lives  from 
ele?eD  different  wrecks. 

The  silver  medal  of  the  Institution  was  voted  to  Captain  A.  Dower  and 
H.  A.  Harrou  Esq ,  and  4/.  to  four  other  men,  for  putting  off  during  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind,  in  a  fishing  boat,  and  saving  at  great  risk  of  life  two  out  of  six 
of  the  crew  of  tlie  brig  Susan,  of  Cork,  which  was  wrecked  off  Ballinacourty, 
OD  the  18th  of  February  last.  The  crew  were  seen  early  in  the  morning 
holding  on  to  the  rigging,  while  the  seas  broke  fearfully  over  the  vesseL 
The  nearest  life  boat  of  the  Institution  was  ten  miles  off,  and  while  she  was 
lieing  sent  for  by  express  the  vessel  was  seen  to  break  up,  and  the  heart- 
rending cries  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers  in  the  rigging  were  distressing  in  the 
QEtreme.  At  this  juncture  a  boat  manned  by  six  daring  men  was  launched, 
and  sacceeded  in  rescuing  two  men,  four  others  having  unhappily  been 
washed  off  the  wreck  and  drowned. 

The  Institution's  silver  medal  was  likewise  presented  to  Mr.  Hugh 
^per,  chief  officer  of  the  coast-guard,  and  3/.  to  three  otber  men  for 
putting  off  in  a  small  boat,  and  rescuing,  at  great  risk  of  life,  two  men  from 
B  piece  of  the  wreck  of  the  barque  Florence  Graham,  of  Liverpool,  which 
during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  had  been  wrecked  in  Dingle  Bay.  Twelve  of 
^e  crew  had  previously  unhappily  perished  by  the  capsizing  of  the  ship's 
long  boat  in  attempting  to  land. 

The  silver  medal  was  also  presented  to  Henry  Freeman,  in  testimony  of 

^s  gallant  services  in  the  Whitby  life  boati  which  did  not  belong  to  the 

loBtitution,  on  the  9th  of  February  lasti  when  he  had  gone  off  in  her  five 

uQAes  to  rescue  five  shiprecked  men. 

A  rewatd  of  6/.,  in  addition  to  10/.  received  locally,  was  also  given  to 
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•iz  m«D  for  putting  off  in  a  boat  and  rescoing,  at  great  risk  of  Uiet  four  oot 
of  five  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  Sir  Allan  M*Nab,  of  Mary  port,  which,  during  t 
terrific  gale  of  wind,  was  wrecked  near  Coartown,  on  the  coast  of  Wexford, 
on  the  10th  of  March.  After  pulling  three  miles,  and  after  a  most  seTere 
and  determined  struggle,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  wreck  and  tsking 
off  the  crew  in  a  most  exhausted  state  ;  one  poor  fellow  died  soon  after  be 
reached  the  land. 

A  reward  of  13/.  10s.  was  also  voted  to  the  crews  of  two  fishing  coUei, 
ibr  putting  off  and  saving  the  crews,  consisting  of  fifteen  men,  of  the  Gnon, 
of  Seaham,  and  Juno,  of  North  Shields,  which  were  wrecked  in  Robin  Hood 
Bay,  during  a  strong  gale  of  wind,  on  the  9th  of  February. 

Various  other  rewards  were  also  voted  for  saving  life  from  different  wrecki. 
It  was  reported  that  the  Inptitution  had  life  boats  ready  to  be  sent  to 
Whitby,  in  Yorkshire,  and  Irvine,  in  ^Scotland,  and  that  a  beoevoleot 
gentleman  had  presented  315/.  to  the  Society,  to  enable  it  to  plant  sn  ad- 
ditional life  boat  on  some  exposed  part  of  the  coast.  An  additional  libenl 
contribution  of  30/.  to  the  Institution  was  announced  from  the  Royal  1  hsmei 
Yacht  Club.  The  committee  decided  to  form  a  life-boat  establishment  at 
Aberystwith,  in  Wales.  Payments  amounting  to  726/.  having  been  made  od 
various  life-boat  establishments,  the  proceedings  closed. 


WELLINGTON  YACUT  CLUB. 

Sailing  Gig  Match. — A  match  came  off  on  Saturday,  March  30',  the  fol- 
lowing having  entered: — Gipsy,  O.  Lee;  Belle,  F.  G.  Barker;  Douro,  B. 
Daniel ;  Emma,  J.  I.  lies ;  Dolphin,  C.  lies  ;  Mersey,  G.  H.  Oliver;  Violet, 
C.  Greaves. 

The  distance  to  be  sailed  was  from  Battersea  Bridge  to  a  boat  moored  off 
the  river  Wandle,  twice  up  and  dosrn,  and  the  prize  was  a  silver  goblet 
Dr.  Guest,  the  Vice- Commodore,  was  the  officer  of  the  day  (in  the  abseoce 
of  the  Commodore,  Dr.  Diplock,  of  the  South  Middlesex  Volunteer  Rifle 
Corps,  who  was  at  Brighton  with  his  corps),  and  witnesssed  the  race  from  a 
four-oared  gig,  which  the  officers  of  the  Ilex  Club  kindly  volunteered  to  row 
for  him.    The  conditions  were  that  wash  boards  should  be  allowed,  and  that 
the  boats  should  cant  to  the  southward,  and  start  with  spritsails  brsiled  op, 
mizen  brailed,  and  foresail  down.     All  but  the  Violet  appeared  at  their  sta- 
tions,  Battersea  Bridge,  shortly  before  three  o'clock,  and  prepared  for  stsrtiog 
on  hearing  the  Vice- Commodore's  gun  at  3h   14m.  458.      The  second  gun 
was  fired  at  3h    20m.  the  wind  blowing  out  well  from  the  westward  st  the 
time,  with  a  dash  of  south  in  it,  and  the  canting  of  the  six  boats  together 
was  one  of  the  prettiest  sights  ever  witnessed.     All  but  the  Dolphin  were 
away  well  together,  but  the  latter  got  into  an  eddy,  which  somewhat  retarded 
her,  and  the  others  had  nearly  reached  Cremorne  betore  she  was  well  oat  of 
her  difficulty.    When  she  was,  however,  her  owner,  an  old  and  experienced 
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band  ftt  this  kind  of  Bailing,  soon  began  to  push  her  ahead,  and  she  gained 
strongly  upon  the  others  until  close  to  the  bridge  now  building  beyond 
the  church,  where  Mr.  lies  taking  her  under  one  of  the  arches  while  the 
others  made  for  outside  the  works,  saved  a  considerable  distance,  and  came 
oat  ahead  of  the  tiny  fleet,  which  were  found  to  be  all  together,  the  Mersey 
baviug  the  best  of  it,  with  the  Gipsy  and  Belle  in  close  proximity.  The 
Dolphin  sailed  very  prettily  and  led  them  well  at  the  Candle  Factory,  but 
it  was  a  very  close  race  among  the  first  four,  there  only  being  a  little  more 
ibsD  four  minutes  between  them  when  they  turned  at  Wandsworth.  The 
boats  continued  in  the  same  order  home,  the  Dolphin  gaining  a  little  upon 
tbe  Mersey,  and  the  latter  upon  the  Gipsy,  which  was  having  a  tight  race 
vith  the  Belle.  So  they  reached  Battersea,  where  the  Emma  and  Douro  had 
tailed  off,  and  were  never  aAerwards  taken  any  account  of.  The  Mersey 
iH>w  began  to  come  up  fast  with  the  Dolphin,  and  some  excellent  sailing 
ensited,  though  without  altering  the  result,  the  Dolphin  ultimately  winning 
bj  two  minutes.^ 

After  the  match  the  competitors  and  a  few  friends  adjourned  to  the  private 
apartments  of  Mr.  Greaves,  tbe  buat  builder,  where  sever?!  bottles  of  cbam* 
*pagQe  were  opened,  and  the  cup  was  presented  to  Mr.  Charles  lies,  after 
wbich  the  toast  of  **  The  Commodore,'*  &c.  were  drunk. 
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Bay^d  Thames  Yacht  C/tt(.— The  monthly  was  held  at  the  club-house, 
7,  Albemarle  Street,  W.,  on  the  3rd  of  March,  1861,  when  the  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Hatchons,  presided,  in  the  absence  of  the  flag-officers ;  after  the  con- 
Urmation  of  the  previous  month's  minutes,  seventeen  gentlemen  were  elected 
nenibers. 

Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  R.  Lewis,  Secretary  of  the  Royal  National 
Ufe-boat  Institution,  and  from  Mr.  K.  Cook,  Secretary  to  the  Seaman's 
Hospital  Society,  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Committees  of  those  Societies, 
ibr  the  liberal  donations  from  the  club  and  the  Stewards  of  the  ball. 

In  the  paiaftil  duty  of  announcing  the  recent  death  of  Capt.  C.  Wheeler 
ibr  many  years  the  respected  Treasurer  of  the  R.  I'.Y.C,  it  is  a  consolation 
to  add  that  the  worthy  attributes  of  this  respected  gentleman  and  the  good 
esteem  of  his  friends  and  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance 
win  long  outlive  him,  though  he  has  gone  to  that  bourne  ^  from  whence  no 
traveller  returns."  The  following  resolution  we  need  scarcely  add,  was 
aoaDimoualy  agreed  to,  viz :— **  That  a  letter  of  condolence  be  forwarded 
to  the  family  of  the  late  Capt.  C.  Wheeler,  in  token  of  his  many  estimable 
qoalities,  and  in  gratitude  of  his  services  during  the  period  of  twenty-five 
years  be  was  Treasurer  of  the  club ;  that  the  said  letter  be  signed  by  the 
officers  of  the  club." 

We  have  also  to  record  with  regret  the  death  of  tw^  other  members  of  tbe 
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dub,  viz.,  Messrs*  J.  Stayoer  aod  F.  ClarksoD.  The  latter  gentleman  was 
well  known  as  a  jacbtsmau,  having  been  the  owner  of  the  Nettle,  cutter,  and 
other  craft. 

The  club  adopted  the  resolution  of  the  sailing  Committee: — viz.  That  the 
Schooner  match  on  the  4th  July  be  composed  of  vessels  of  100  tons  and 
upwards,  time  allowance  in  accordance  with  Ackers'  scale. 

The  new  Club  List  has  been  printed  and  contains  241  vessels. 

The  Opening  Trip  is  appointed  to  take  place  on  Saturday,  the  lltbof 
May.  Yachts  to  assemble  off  the  Brunswick  Pier,  Blackwall,  at  2  p.m.; 
join  the  Commodore,  who  will  hoist  his  flag  on  board  the  ^'  Water  Lily., 
below  Woolwich,  and  thence  sail  in  company  to  Gravesend.  The  DioDer 
will  take  place  at  New  Falcon  Hotel,  at  6  o'clock :  Tickets  (including  Wise 
and  Dessert  15«.  each)  can  be  obtained  by  Members  of  the  Secretary,  until 
five  p.m  on  Thursday  the  9th  proximo.  Each  member  baa  the  privilege 
of  introducing  one  friend. 

Firti  Match. — Monday,  June  3rd.  (For  cutters  and  yawl^  of  the  first  aod 
second  classes) ;  open  to  Royal  Clubs.  First  Class,  any  tonnage  exceeding 
thirty-five  tons.;  Prize  value  100  sovs.,  and  provided  four  start,  a  Prize  value 
of  fifty  sovs.  to  the  second  boat.  Second  Class,  exceeding  twenty  tons  and 
not  exceeding  thirty>five  tons ;  Prize  value  fifly  sovs.,  and  provided  four 
start,  a  Prize  value  twenty  sovs.  to  the  second  boat.  Course,  from  Eritb 
round  the  Nore  and  return  to  Erith.  Half- minute  time  per  ton  for 
difference  of  tonnage  in  each  class.  Entries  to  close  at  ten  p.m.  on  M<>ndaj, 
the  27th  of  May.  Vessels  will  be  measured  if  required,  at  Gravesend, 
Saturday,  the  1st  of  June. 

^econcf  AfatoA.— Tuesday,  1 8th  of  June.  For  Cutters  of  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Classes.  Third  Class,  exceeding  twelve  and  not  exceeding  twenty 
tons ;  Prize  value  forty  sovs.,  and  provided  four  start,  a  Prize  value  fifteen 
sovs.  to  the  second  boat.  Fourth  Class,  seven  and  not  exceeding  tweWe 
tons :  Prize  value  thirty  sovs.,  and  a  prize  value  ten  sovereigns  to  the  second 
boat,  if  four  start.  Half-miuute  time  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage. 
Course,  from  Erith  to  Chapham  ilead  and  return.  Entries  to  close  at  ten 
p,m.  on  Tuesday,  the  1 1th  of  June. 

And  on  the  same  day  for  a  Prize  value  of  fifty  sovs.,  an  extra  mafcfa, 
to  be  sailed  by  yachts  of  any  rig  not  exceeding  fifty  tons,  belonging  to  and 
that  have  never  won  a  Prize  in  the  R.T.Y.C.,  and  which  have  been  built  and 
launched  prior  to  January,  1860.  Course,  time  for  tonnage,  and  last  night 
of  entry — the  same  as  for  the  third  and  fourth  classes  :  to  start  ten  minutes 
later. 

Fourth  Schooner  Match. — Thursday,  4th  of  July.  Open  to  Schooners  of 
100  tons  and  upwards,  belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club ;  First  Prize  raloa 
100  sovereigns,  and  provided  four  sUrt,  a  Prize  value  of  fifly  sovs.  to  the 
second  vessel.  Course,  from  Gravesend  round  the  Mouse  Light  yc9ae\  Bud 
return  to  Greenhithe,  Time  for  tonnage  according  to  Ackers*  scalf> 
Entries  to  close  on  Thursday,  the  27th  of  June,  at  10  p.m. 

The  requisite  Entrance  Fee  of  One  Shilling  per  ton  (as  per  tonnage  o.m. 
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in  the  yacht  list  of  the  carrent  year)  will  be  returned  on  the  Teasel  competing 
for  the  prize. 

Vessels  entered  for  any  of  the  above  matches  must  be  at  Gravesend  to  be 
measured  at  11  am.,  on  the  day  prior  to  each  respective  match  day.  Tachts 
possessing  club  certificates  of  measurement,  and  which  have  not  undergone 
any  subsequent  alteration,  will  not  be  required  to  attend. 

It  it  is  requested  that  the  rig,  tonnage,  port,  and  distinguishing  flag  may 
be  respectively  named  to  the  Secretary  on  or  before  the  last  night  of  entry. 

P.  C.   Stuabt  Grant,   Secretary, 

Boyal  London  Yacht  Club. — The  usual  meeting  of  this  club  was  held  on 
Monday,  April  15,  at  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  Adelpbi,  the  Vice- Commodore 
Mr.  Smith,  id  the  chair  (in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Arcedeckne,  the  Commodore 
who  has  left  England  on  a  continental  tour),  faced  by  Mr.  Alexander  Crosley, 
the  cup-bearer.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and 
confirmed,  Mr.  F.  G.  de  Ste.  Croix,  St  Heliers,  Jersey,  yacht  L'Uiroudelle, 
10  tons,  was  elected  a  member. 

The  Vice* Commodore  then  returned  thanks  for  his  re-election  at  the 
March  meeting,  thanking  the  club  for  the  kindness  they  have  ever  shown 
bim,  and  hoping  he  should  always  merit  their  regard  and  esteem.  Ue  hoped 
there  would  be  a  large  number  present  at  the  opening  trip,  and  stated  that 
his  yacht  the  Amazon,  was  at  the  service  of  any  gentleman  who  might 
wish  to  sail  to  Erith. 

Mr.  Alexander  Crosley  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wood  for  his 
present  to  the  club-room  of  some  maps.—  Mr.  Rising  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Wood,  in  returning  thanks,  ststed  that  he  intended  to  supply  the 
maps  as  they  were  issued  by  the  Despatch  newspaper,  and  then  have  the 
whole  bound  so  as  to  form  a  useful  Atlas. 

The  Vice- Commodore  proposed  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  passed  to  Mr. 
Wilkinson  for  his  present  to  the  club  room  of  a  fine  painting  of  the  schooner 
Alarm,  248  tons,  by  Fowles,  of  Ryde. — Mr.  S.  F.  Oriel  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Vice- Commodore  then  submitted  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  new 
club-room  at  the  Pier  Hotel  at  Erith,  and  proposed  that  rules  5,  6,  7,  8,  13 
and  14  be  struck  out  of  the  rules  governing  the  club  room  at  the  Caledonian 
^oiel,  and  that  the  others  form  the  code  of  rules  at  Erith.  The  rules  struck 
ODt  had  reference  to  smokini;,  which  it  was  proposed  should  not  be  limited, 
and  to  all  games  of  cards,  draughts,  &c  ,  which  it  was  proposed  should  not 
be  allowed,  the  room  only  to  be  opened  to  house  members. — Mr.  Crosley 
•econdcd  the  motion,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

frinee  of  Wales  Yacht  Club. — Presentation  of  a  Service  of  Plate  to 
^r,  Kmbbs, — After  the  house  dinner  of  the  above  club,  at  the  Freemason's 
Tavern,  on  Friday,  which  was  very  fully  attended,  a  testimonial  was  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Knibbs.    . 

Mr.  Percival  Turner,  the  treasurer  of  the  club,  said:  "At  a  meeting  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  some  time  since,  Mr.  Knibbs,  our  well  known 
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Vice- Commodore,  tendered  his  retignatioD,  wbeD,  finding  that  we  ooald  oo 
longer  induce  him  to  continne  his  office,  it  was  considered  desirable,  and 
indeed  only  just  to  our  own  feelings,  that  some  slight  testimonial  of  our 
esteem  should  be  presented  to  him.  A  subscription  was  immediately  set  on 
foot  to  efiect  the  object  in  view,  and  nobly  have  members  identified  them* 
selves  with  it.  I  could  enlarge  much  upon  the  manhood  and  kindness  <A 
our  friend,  Mr.  Knibbs— of  the  energy  and  perseverance  displayed  by  him  oo 
all  occasions  since  the  formation  of  the  club,  ten  years  ago,  during  the  whole 
of  which  time  he  has  held  the  office  of  Vice- Commodore  with  great  credit  to 
the  club,  and  still  greater  to  himself;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasare 
that  I  submit  now  to  his  acceptance,  in  the  name  of  the  clab,  the  service  of 
plate  before  me.  It  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  the  person 
selected  to  present  it,  and  I  feel  that  if  much  were  required  of  me  I  might 
be  unequal  to  the  task :  but  the  occasion  is  a  fortunate  one  for  me,  as  both 
Mr.  Knibb's  claims  and  qualifications  speak  energetically  for  themselves. 
We  for  so  long  a  period  had  the  benefit  of  his  services,  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  regret  we  accepted  his  resignation.  In  return  for  these  services 
which  Mr.  Knibbs  has  rendered  this  club,  all  we  can  do  is  done  in  the  pre* 
sentation  of  this  testimonial  as  a  proof  of  our  good  feeling.  And  let  me  addi 
Mr.  Knibbs,  in  requesting  your  acceptance  of  it,  that  we  wish  you  long  life, 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  and  every  happiness  with  which  man  can  be 
blessed.**  Mr.  Turner  then  produced  a  very  handsome  silver  tea  service 
manufactured  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Benson,  the  teapot  of  which  bore  the  following 
inscription  :—*•  Presented  by  the  members  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht 
Club  to  Edwin  G.  Knibbs,  Esq.  as  a  mark  of  esteem,  and  appreciation  of 
valuable  services  for  ten  years  as  their  Vice- Commodore. — 1861.*' 

Mr.  Knibbs  said:  '*!  certainly  feel  in  a  most  difficult  position.  I  know  not 
how  to  thank  you.  During  the  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being  yoor 
yice-Commodore,'and  it  was  a  honuur  and  a  pleasure  too,  I  have  been  smply 
repaid  for  any  little  thing  that  I  have  done  for  the  club'  by  the  good-will, 
courtesy,  and  attention  I  have  ever  received  from  the  members.  I  bare 
always  met  with  a  great  deal  of  kindness  from  every  one,  and  have  bad 
occasion  to  remark  it  before.  While  I  possess  health  and  strength  I  hope  I 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you,  and  of  doing  anything  in  my  power  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  club.  I  shall  not  prize  this  handsome  gift  before 
roe  for  its  intiinsic  value,  I  shall  prize  it  more  dearly  for  the  old  associations 
and  pleasing  memory  of  the  past  it  will  bring  back  I  hope  the  club  will 
progress  and  be  one  of  the  bright  lustres  of  yachting  for  time  immemorisl. 
Bear  with  me  a  little  longer;  I  would  thank  you  more  if  I  could  express 
what  I  feel  but  I  cannot.  I  can  only  return  my  most  hearty  thanks;  tbej 
are  sincere.  May  you  long  live  to  enjoy  one  another's  society.  I  Bff^i^ 
thank  you  froni  the  bottom  of  my  heart.** 

Shortly  after  this  the  ordinary  club  meeting  was  held,  presided  over  by 
the  Commodore.  After  the  reading  and  confirmation  of  the  minutes,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  members—viz.  Messrs.  F.  Walbancke, 
A.  Davis,  B.  Holdcn,  A.  A.  Casamajor,  and  J.  D.  Hewitt,  yacht  Oberon* 
28  tons.    The  Chairman  then  proposed  that  the  first  match  should  take 
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plice  on  Tuesday,  May  2 1  at,  which  was  agreed  to,  the  entries  to  close  on 
Thursday,  the  16tb.  A  discussion  arose  upon  the  question  of  whether 
members  would  be  compelled  on  this  occasion  to  pay  for  their  tickets  of 
admission  on  board  the  Oread  steamer,  engaged  to  accompany  the  race,  but 
SB  a  very  liberal  offer  was  made  by  Mr.  Dodds,  who  afterwards  stated  his 
ioteotion  of  giving  a  cup  to  be  sailed  for,  it  was  determined  that  membera 
ihoold,  as  usual,  be  admitted  free  of  charge :  the  following  being  appointed 
•tewardsfor  the  steamboat — viz.  the  officers  of  the  club,  and  Messrs.  Burton, 
Knibbs,  Legg,  Massingham,  and  Webber. 

BoKlagh  Yacht  C2b^.— The  Monthly  Meeting  was  held  on  April  10th, 
at  the  Club-house,  Swan  Tavern,  Battersea,  Commodore  Talfourd,  presiding, 
aftet  the  confirmation  of  the  previous  meeting,  the  Secretary  read  the  fol- 
lowing letter  which  he  had  received  from  .the  Vice- Commodore:^- 

*' March  nth,  1S61. 

**  My  dear  Sir — It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  resign 
the  office  of  Vice- Commodore  of  the  Ranelagh  Yacht  Club,  but  I  find  my 
business  engagements  will  prevent  me  for  some  time  to  come  from  efficiently 
diacbarging  my  duties.  When  I  first  took  office,  and  on  several  occasions 
nnce,  I  said  that  if  at  any  time  I  felt  I  could  not  fulfill  my  duties  as  I  would 
viah,  I  should  at  once  resign,  and  I  feel  at  the  present  moment  that  I 
cannot,  in  justice  to  the  club  and  to  myself,  continue  to  hold  an  office  which 
baa  bitherto  heen  to  me  an  honour  and  a  pleasure.  Will  you  kindly  convey 
to  the  club  my  best  thanks  for  the  confidence  they  have  so  frequently  shown 
Be,  and  the  good  feeling  I  have  received  at  their  hands,  and  assure  them 
tbst  I  am  always  ready,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  further  the  interests  and 
promote  the  welfare  of  an  Institution  with  which  I  have  been  so  long 
connected. 

"  Your's  faithfully, 

"  WiuAM  Rob," 
To  A.  lagOy  Esq, 

The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  the  Secretary  requested  to  convey  to 
Mr.  Hoe,  the  club's  regret  that  his  engagements  prevented  him  continuing 
ui  office. 

Mr.  Roe  in  a  second  letter  offered  the  club  a  silver  cup  to  be  sailed  for 
^  tbe  aailing  Committee  should  determine. 

The  time  for  the  first  sailing  match  was  then  discussed,  and  it  was  ulti- 
^''^^ly  arranged  to  take  place  on  Saturday,  May  25th,  the  entries  to  close  on 
the  Ifiih. 

The  Commodore  proposed  on  behalf  of  the  sailing  committee,  that  yachts 
>^nld  aail  in  one  class  only,  and  not  in  two  classes  as  last  year  ;  that  if 
three  yachts  should  start,  a  prize  of  twelve  guineas  should  be  given  to  the 
orat  boat,  and  the  late  Vice- Commodore's  (Mr.  Roe's)  prize  to  the  second ; 
110  prise  to  be  given  if  less  than  three  start.  The  subject  of  the  prizes  he 
*>id  had  received  full  consideration  at  the  hands  of  tbe  committee,  who  had 
^>&e  to  the  conclusion  that  yachts  could  not  sail  in  two  separate  classes 
^is  year.  The  reasons  why  they  could  not  were  these :  Firstly,  the  funds  of 
^  club  were  not  in  snch  a  floorishing  condition  as  to  warrant  the  committee 
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in  giving  prizes  to  two  distinct  classes  of  boats,  and  it  had  been  thought 
that  centre-boards  might  fix  their  keels  on  this  occasion,  and  sail  as  ordinary 
yachts.  Secondly,  the  volunteer  movement  had  much  to  do  with  the  decifton 
of  the  committee.  There  was  no  doubt  that  this  movement  kept  men  from 
paying  that  attention  to  other  pursuits  which  they  had  done  previous  to  its 
establishment,  and  that  those  who  had  been  celebrated  ibr  attending  as- 
siduously to  yachting,  were  now,  on  the  contrary,  known  as  being  most 
attentive  to  their  drill.  He  did  not  for  one  instant  wish  to  be  understood 
that  he  said  anything  in  disparagement  of  the  movement,  because  he  thought 
it  a  very  laudable  one,  but  there  was  no  doubt  the  club  would  not  find  that 
large  attendance  of  boats  which  had  once  characterised  their  matches,  nor 
that  attention  to  yachting  which  they  hnd  hitherto  seen ;  the  attentioa 
nautical  had  become  the  attention  military ;  and  the  committee  bad  therefore, 
thinking  it  improbable  that  they  could  get  a  match  with  each  class,  recom- 
mended that  the  two  descriptions  of  boats  should  sail  in  one  ciaas  in  order 
to  have  a  good  match,  and  that  both  should  be  on  equal  terms ;  he  therefore 
proposed  that  such  should  be  the  case. — Mr.  Lister  seconded. 

After  some  discussion  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  with  this  proviso,  ^'  that 
the  centre-board  boats  have  their  keels  fixed  during  the  match.'* 

Mr.  Keen,  the  late  Commodore,  announced  to  the  meeting  that  he  wat 
authorised  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  an  old  member  of  the  club,  to  ofier  a  price  of 
ten  guineas  to  be  sailed  for  as  the  committee  may  direct.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  in  reply,  dwelt  upon  the  volunteer  movement,  which  be 
did  not  depreciate,  as  it  tended  to  increase  the  grace  of  England,  but  be 
looked  rather  upon  the  navy  as  her  greatest  bulwark,  and   thought  the 
yachting  community  a  portion  of  that  navy.     He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
club  ever  since  18^6,  and  while  it  lay  in  his  power  would  always  support  tbe 
institutions  of  this  country,  yachting  having  the  pre-eminence;  and  he  hoped 
good  fellowship  and  friendship  would  always  characterise  tbe  proceedioge  oi 
the  club.    He  was  sorry  to  hear  the  Commodore  say  that  the  club  was  not 
progressing  as  well  as  it  might.     He   saw  gentlemen  round  him  who  be 
thought  might  do  as  much  as  he  offered  to  do,  and  he  was  very  happy  to 
present  them  with  a  cup,  leaving  the  arrangements  to  the    committee.    His 
only  object  in  coming  there  was  to  contribute  to  the  harmony  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  he  hoped  the  affairs  of  tbe  club  might  ever  go  on  prosperouilj 
and  harmoniously* 

The  secretary  having  announced  that  a  steamboat  would  accompany  the 
first  match,  the  following  were  appointed  stewards  for  the  occasion,  viz ,  tbe 
officers,  and  Messrs.  Boggett,  Becker,  Farmer,  Guillauuie,  Harris,  Keeni 
Lister,  A.  H.  Morgan,  Marshall,  B.  Moore,  Oriel,  Royston,  Reynolds,  and 
T.  Talfourd.     This  closed  the  business  of  the  evening. 

Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club.^At  the  half-yearly  general  meeting,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  elected  to  office  for  the  ensuing  year : — The  Rigbt 
Hon.  Earl  of  Eglington,  Commodore  ;  James  Smith,  Esq.,  Vice -Commodore; 
the  Hon.G.  F.  iioyle,  Rear* Commodore.    Stewards.— Messrs.  D.  Ricbardioo, 
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6.  Lumsden,   W.   Houldswortb,    C.    T.  Couper,  Jun.,   A.   A.   RaDken, 
J.  C.  Buchanan,  J.  Scott,  R.  Aitken,  and  Capt.  C.  F.  Stewart. 

The  accoanta  of  the  past  year  were  laid  before  the  meeting,  which  showed 
the  dab  to  be  very  provperous.  A  considerable  addition  to  the  number  of 
members  bad  been  made  to  the  club. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  regatta  for  this  year  should  take  place  at  Dunoon, 
OD  the  9th  and  10th  of  July  next. — On  the  first  day  a  cup  of  the  value  of 
100  sova.  for  all  yachts  of  thirty  tons  and  upwards,  and  cups  of  thirty  sovs. 
sod  ten  sovs.  for  those  under  thirty  tons. — On  the  second  day  a  cup  of  fifty 
lOTs.  for  cutters,  besides  smaller  prizes. 

From  the  number  of  yachts  building  and  altering  for  the  club  there  is  every 
appearance  of  a  most  successful  season,  and  the  members  entertain  great 
expectations  of  a  large  number  of  the  English  and  Iribh  Yachts  attending 
the  regatta. 

Royal  St  Gecrg^'9  Yacht  Club,— A  deputation  of  the  Royal  St.  George's 
Club,  consisting  of  the  Hon.  G.  Handcock,  Rev.  E.  Westby,  R.  J.  Armstrong, 
and  E.  Hornsby,  having  had  an  interview  with  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord 
Mayor,  and  the  committee  of  the  Boyd  testimonial  in  Dublin,  the  following 
resolution  was  come  to  by  the  latter  body  :  **  Resolved,  that  the  Royal  St. 
George's  Yacht  Club  having  undertaken  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  ^100 
towards  erecting  a  memorial  as  near  as  possible  to  the  spot  where  the  catas- 
trophe occurred,  and  thus  leave  the  iSlOO  which  the  committee  had  intended 
to  apply  to  that  object  available  to  the  establifthing  an  asylum,  this  com- 
nuttee  accept  their  offer.'*     The  club  have  determined  that  the  testimonial 
to  the  memory  of  that  brave  and  good  officer,  Captain  Boyd,  shall  fully  ex- 
pnss  the  high  sense  entertained  by  them  of  the  qualities  that  adorned  the 
^tioguished  deceased,  and  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him,  and  as  a 
laetnento  that  British  seamen  are  always  foremost  when  the  calls  of  duty 
and  humanity  require  them  despite  of  danger  or  of  death.    The  sum  of  £160 
has  Dow  been  subscribed  by  ihe  members  with  this  object,  and  further  con- 
tributions are  forthcoming.     The  committee  have  advertised  for  a  suitable 
^tgu  for  the  testimonial,  to  be  placed  on  the  eastern  pier  at  Kingstown,  as 
'^^ar  as  possible  to  the  spot  where  the  noble  hearted  seaman  and  his  brave 
c'^  perished  in  their  attempt  to  rescue  their  fellow  creatures.     The  pro- 
ceediogs  of  the  club  are  carried  on  with  the  usual  energy  and  ability. 
Nomerous  new  vessels  are  being  added  this  season  to  the  list  of  the  fleet 
ofywhts. 

Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club. — The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  this  club  was 
^^  at  the  club  house,  Carnarvon,  on  the  17tb  ult.,  Rear-Commodore 
Uewellyn  Turner  presiding.  Several  new  members  were  elected.  The 
l^ear-Commodore  proposed,  and  Mr.  Churchill  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  M.  Kellar,  the  High  Sheriff  of  Carnarvan,  to  be  baUotted  for  at  the 
ooxt  monthly  meeting. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  a  letter  announcing  the  melancholy  in- 
^%ence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Littledale,  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Heriey  Yacht  Club,  who  was  also  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Royal 
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WeUh  Tacfat  Club,  the  club-bouse  colours  were  lowered  half-mast,  and  re- 
mained so  until  the  day  of  his  funeral,  on  which  day  eleven  minute  gooi 
were  fired  from  the  club-house  battery,  and  a  deep  aod  aiocere  regret  per- 
vaded the  members  of  the  club  upon  the  mournful  occasion. 

A  numerously  attended  meeting  of  seamen  was  held  at  Carnarvon,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Sailors*  Institute,  under  the  presidency  of  Major  LlewellyQ 
Turner,  R.C.,  R.W.Y.C.  There  were  about  600  persona  present,  who  were 
addressed  b^  Captain  Inglefield,  commanding  H.M.S.  Majestic,  80  guns,  and 
several  other  officers  and  gentlemen.  In  addressing  the  meeting.  Major 
Turner  (who  had  just  returned  from  the  funeral  of  Commodore  Littiedale,) 
thus  feelingly  alluded  to  the  melancholy  event : — ^  And  here  let  me  pause 
to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  an  old  and  deeply -regretted  frieod, 
whose  presence  at  this  nautical  gathering  I  bad  hoped  for  ;  but,  «las  I  the 
post  of  the  very  day  on  which  I  should  have  written  to  him  (as  I  wrote  to 
my  friend  Captain  Inglefield)  on  the  subject  brought  me  a  letter  annouDciog 
the  death  of  my  lamented  friend  and  brother  Commodore  Littiedale.  We 
have  welcomed  him  amongst  us  gladly  for  the  last  16  years,  but  we  shall  do 
so  no  more.  I  this  day  saw  that  manly  form  committed  to  the  silence  of 
the  tomb,  but  his  memory  shall  live  amongst  us  who  have  enjoyed  his  friead- 
sbip,  and  admired  bis  genial  spirit,  and  the  good  qualities  that  endeared  him 
to  all  who  knew  him."  We  have  to  add  our  mite  to  the  sentiments  of  regret 
expressed  by  Major  Turner.  No  man  was  ever  more  sincerely  esteemed  by 
a  numerbus  circle  of  friends  than  Commodore  Littiedale,  and  his  death  will 
leave  a  void  amongst  the  ranks  of  thorough  yachtsmen  that  can  never  be 
filled  up.     He  was  a  fine,  noble,  generous  hearted  British  gentleman. 

Eoyal  Canadian  Yacht  Club. — The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  club 
was  held  on  Monday,  the  4th  of  March,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  tbe 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  other  general  business.     A  resolution  ex* 
pressive  of  tbe  satisfaction  of  the  assembled  members  at  the  untiring  energy 
and  perseverance  of  the  gentlemen  who  held  oflSce  during  the  season  of  1S60 
was  passed  unanimously,  and  a  proposition  that  they  should  all  be  re-elected 
to  office  was  seconded  and  passed  by  acclamation.     The  following  therefore 
is  the  list  of  officers  for  1861  :— Commodore,  Lieut- Colonel  Durie,  Toronto. 
Vice-Commodore,  J.  8.  Wallace,  £sq.,  Cobourg.    Captain,  J.  T.  Robertson, 
Esq.  Toronto.     Secretary,  William  Armstrong,  Esq.,  Toronto.    Treasurer, 
John  Cayley,  Esq.,  Toronto.    SecreUry  (East),  A.J.  Cambie,  Esq.,  Quebec. 
The  exertions  of  Commodore  Durie  and  his  brother  officers  during  tbe  mt 
of  His  Boyal  Higness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  Toronto,  the  value  of  which 
was  evinced  by  the  complete  success  that  attended  the  regatta  of  the  dob, 
held  in  celebration  of  that  auspicious  occasion,  and  of  which  His  Royal 
Highness  was  graciously  pleased  to  express  his  approval  by  beconuoff  < 
patron  of  the  club,  were  acknowledged  by  the  meeting  in  terms  that  showed 
how  highly  they  were  appreciated,  and  the  improvement  in  tbe  position  of 
the  club,  indicated  by' its  gradual  increase  and  growing  importance,  elicited 
marked  approbation. 
There  can  be  Uttle  doubt  that  under  the  present  able  and  energetic 
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management  a  brilliant  futare  is  in  store  for  it,  and  the  amount  of  aquatic 
sport  and  social  intercourse  enjoyed  by  its  members  testifies  the  spirit  that 
actoates  those  who  control  its  operations.  The  valuable  serTices  rendered 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  William  Armstrong,  Esq.,  to  which  no  inconsiderable 
amount  of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  club  is  due,  met  with  a  warm 
expression  of  feeling,  and  we  have  much  pleatsure  in  adding  our  mite  to  the 
worth  of  an  old  friend,  by  expressing  our  acknowledgments  of  the  ready 
courtesy  and  able  manner  in  which  he  has  enabled  us  from  time  to  time  to 
record  the  progress  of  yachting  in  Canada.  A  general  assembling  of  the  fleet 
of  the  club  is  expected  on  the  24th  of  May,  when  it  is  anticipated  that  a 
handicap  sweepstake  will  commence  the  season  on  Lake  Ontario.  Com- 
modore Durie  is  having  his  sloop,  the  Water  Lily,  altered  to  cutter  rig. 
J.S.  Wallace,  Esq.,  Vice- Commodore-,  is  getting  his  vessel,  the  Arrow,  into 
commission,  and  Mr.  Nimmo  is  having  a  centre-board  craft  built  at  New 
York,  which  it  is  expected  will  turn  out  a  clipper;  her  dimensions  are  forty- 
nx  feet  length,  sixteen  feet  beam,  and  four  feet  draught.  Some  stirring 
contests  are  probable  over  the  waters  to  Ontario  during  the  season,  and  the 
yachtsmen  of  the  lake  are  making  an  early  movement. 

Ro^al  Mer9€y  Yacht,  Club, — On  the  9th  ult,  a  special  meeting  was  cou- 
reoed  at  the  club-rooms,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
appointment  of  a  Commodore — that  office  being  vacant  by  the  sudden  death 
of  the  lamented  Thomas  Littledale,  Esq.,  who  presided  over  this  club  for 
upwards  of  twelve  years,  with  untiring  energy  to  promote  its  prosperity. 
His  kindness  and  amiability  rendering  the  hours  passed  in  his  company  a 
loaroe  of  pleasure  and  congeniality.  In  looking  round  for  a  successor,  the 
choice  fell  on  S.  R.  Graves,  Esq.,  the  chief  magistrate,  whose  position,  and 
long  acquaintance  in  nautical  affairs  guarantee  the  fact  that  the  club  will 
oot  retrograde  under  bis  guidance.  He  has  able  officers  to  aid  him,  and  as 
to  earnest  of  his  intention  to  promote  yachting,  we  can  state — that  Fife  is 
completing  for  him,  a  new  schooner  of  60  tons,  to  be  called  the  lerene. 

Before  the  meeting  separated,  a  letter  of  condolence  to  Mrs.  Littledale 
was  agreed  upon,  and  has  been  duly  forwarded. 


GARIBALDI  A  YACHTSMAN. 

Thi  opening  dinner  of  the  Prince  of  Wales*  Taaht  Club  took  place  on  the 
2dth  of  March,  when  a  numerous  party  attended,  the  worthy  Commodore 
prending. — After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  Mr.  Adam,  the  Vice-Commodore, 
proposed  in  an  excellent  speech,  that  General  Garibaldi  should  be  admitted 
as  an  Honorary  Member  to  the  Club,  an  intimate  friend  of  that  distinguished 
patriot  being  then  present.  The  proposition  was  acceded  to  with  acclama- 
tion, and  the  gentleman  alluded  to.  Captain  De  Rohan,  thanked  them  very 
•iocerely  for  their  kindness,  and  would  endeavour  to  show  them  why  he  had 
become  a  Garibaldian. 
«o,  5.-— voIn  »•  .  2 1 
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"  lo  the  first  place  Garibaldi  was  a  seafaring  man,  as  he  himself  had  been 
fbr  twenty-nine  years,  and  he  first  went  to  sea  on  board  of  one  of  Greens 
vessels  in  1831.  Since  that  time  he  had  been  in  all  manner  of  adventures, 
and  some  years  ago  lighted  upon  Giuaeppe  Garibaldi  near  Monte  Video. 
He  knew  his  man  by  the  eye,  for  it  had  been  truly  said  the  cje  was  the  win- 
dow of  the  soul ;  he  judged  him  to  be  a  good  man,  and  he  was  not  mistakeo, 
and  stood  by  him  ever  since,  as  far  as  brains  and  bones  would  let  Urn. 
Garibaldi  was  a  very  plain  man,  a  very  simple  man  in  exterior,  and  a  very 
poor  speaker,  like  himself,  and  if  he  were  there  would  simply  content  himself, 
by  saying,  **  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  with  all  my  heart.*'  But  while  he  was 
plain  and  simple  he  was  kind  and  true  [hear,  hear.]  True  in  his  friendship, 
true  in  his  dislikes,  a  working  man.  As  they  all  knew,  he  had  been  a  politi- 
cal exile  ever  since  1834;  and  what  first  drew  him  (Captain  de  Rohan)  to 
him  was  his  sincerity,  a  trait  which  must  make  itself  apparent  in  the  actions 
of  every  man,  a  trait  which  could  not  be  disguised,  and  the  absence  of  which 
must  sooner  or  later  be  discovered.  If  a  man's  actions  were  found  to  be 
inconsistent  with  his  words  he  was  •  thrown  overboard ; '  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  a  man's  deeds  were  found  to  correspond  exactly  with  his  professions, 
that  man  immediately  became  one's  friend:  a  friend  by  whom  one  would 
stand.  He  assured  them  Garibaldi  would  feel  an  honour  had  been  done  bim 
in  being  elected  a  member  of  that  club,  a  member  of  a  body  of  gentlemen 
representing  everything  that  was  English— what  was  most  English — for  was 
not  England  mistress  of  the  seas?  [cheers]  Yes,  and  she  must  ever  bear 
that  title.  She  had  never  sullied  her  fair  fame  ;  and  though  there  were  other 
nations  who  might  think  differently,  let  England,  produce,  her  acts,  and  let 
her  be  judged  by  them." 


OXFORD  AND  CAMBRIDGE  EIGHT-OARED  RACE. 

This  great  national  event  came  off  on  Saturday,  March  23rd,  over  the  old 
course — Putney  to  Mortlake.  The  crews  had  been  in  active  training,  and 
came  to  the  scratch  with  a  determination  to  uphold  the  honour  of  their 
respective  universities. 

The  weatherwise  had  prognosticated  that  as  it  had  blown  so  strong  and  so 
long  it  never  could  last,  and  that  the  March,  according  to  the  shepherd's 
adage,  which  had  come  in  like  a  lion  would  go  out  like  a  lamb ;  and  although 
this  tiope  was  not  entirely  fulfilled,  yet  the  wind,  which  blew  from  S.W.,  was 
more  moderate,  and  the  morning  was  fine.  The  tides  having  been  kept 
down  by  the  prevalence  of  north-westerly  winds  compelled  an  earlier  Start 
than  had  been  anticipated,  and  accordingly,  at  a  little  before  eleven,  Mr> 
Edward  Searle,  as  starter,  was  at  his  post  in  a  boat»  between  the  contendiag 
parties,  who  were  loudly  cheered  by  their  friends  as  they  moved  down  from 
their  respective  boat  yards.  Mr.  J.  W.  Chitty,  of  Exeter  College,  Ozfo^f 
again  filled  the  important  office  of  umpire. 
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The  river  banks  and  every  place  whence  a  view  might  be  obtained  were  aa 
densely  thronged  as  usual,  and  the  steamers,  of  which  there  were  thirteen, 
were  crowded  with  the  anxious  friends  of  either  party.     Cambridge  having 
won  the  toss,  took  the  Middlesex  shore,  and,  all  being  in  readiness,  Mr. 
Searle  pronounced  the  fatal  ^  Off/*  and  both  boats  shot  away  from  their  hol- 
ders with  the  rapidity  of  lightning.    Oxford  was  slightly  quickest  at  getting 
their  oars  into  the  water,  and,  consequently,  their  bows  shot  a  few  (bet  ahead 
at  the  very  first.    Cambridge,  however,  after  a  few  strokes  recovered  thist 
•od  Mr.  Hall  putting  on  a  sport  of  42  in  the  minute,  their  boat  began  to 
shoot  rapidly  ahead,  and  off  the  Star  and  Garter  they  were  leading  full  half 
their  length ;  but  it  was  evident  that  such  fast  rowing  was  not  likely  to  last 
long,  and  this  was  soon  made  apparent  by  Oxford  beginning  to  regain  their 
loss,  and  off  the  London  Rowing  Club  Boat  House  they  were  again  level, 
uid  before  the  race  had  proceeded  much  further  they  obtained  the  lead,  and 
went  gradually  but  surely  to  the  front.     It  was  here  that  the  Oxford  boat 
was  much  inconvenienced  by  the  surf  of  Citizen  D  steamer,  but  they  strug- 
gled most  valiantly  with  the  difficulty,  and  came  bravely  through  a  trouble, 
which,  in  many  a  race,  might  greatly  have  endangered  the  lead.    Loud  were 
Ibe  imprecations  raised  by  both  Oxford  and  Cambridge  men,  but  it  was  the 
general  position  of  all  the  steamboats,  at  the  moment  clustered  together,  and 
uoable  to  steer  away,  that  was  to  blame.     Otherwise  they  were  well  managed, 
ud  we  know  that  the  captains  had  the  strictest  orders  to  keep  clear  from 
tbe  BQperintendents,  Messrs.  Sawyer  and  Burney.     As  long  as  so  large  a 
number  are  allowed  to  run,  the  match  must  be  exposed  to  accident. 

Both  boats  were  rowring  very  well  at  this  time — would  that  we  could  say 
tt  mnch  for  the  steering,  which  in  the  Cambridge  boat  at  least  was  the  worst 
<ixhibition  we  ever  saw  in  a  University  match.     In  the  straight  part  of  the 
river  off  the  Crab  Tree  the  course  was  kept  tolerably  well,  but  the  remainder 
^^  the  most  errratic  we  ever  saw.    On  nearing  Hammersmith  Bridge  Ox- 
ford fell  into  their  true  and  excellent  form   of  rowing,  which  had  been 
10  much  admired  during  the  past  week  of  practice,  and  increasing  the  dis- 
^ce  upon  their  adversaries,  they  shot  under  it  in  8m.  45s.  fiom  the  start, 
b^og  several  lengths  ahead.    Not  much  change  took  place  in  the  respective 
portions  of  the  boats  afterwards.    Cambridge  at  times  seeming  a  little  to 
^prove  their  position  by  the  splendid  spurts  put  on  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  so 
Svlantly  rowed  by  his  men.    In  Corney  Reach,  the  steerer  of  the  Oxford 
boat  had  an  opportunity  of  displaying  his  judgment  and  decision  in  taking 
bi*  boat  ahead  of  a  sailing  barge,  of  which  he  took  advantage  ;  and,  indeed, 
Ibroughoot  all  his  course  his  steering  was  generally  approved.    Bamea  Rail- 
^7  Bridge  was  reached  by  Oxford  in  19m.  4Ss.,  and  they  rowed  past  the 
I   "'g-boat  at  Mortlake,  amidst  the  deafening  cheers  of  the  countless  myriads 
mere  assembled,  in  23m.  27s.  from  the  time  of  starting.    Cambridge  was 
*•  behind,  or  thirty  strokes.    Without  disparagement  to  the  rest,  we  may 
"■fely  tiogleout  Messrs.  Robertson,  Morrison,  and  Hoare  in  the  Oxford  boat, 
*^  Messrs.  Richards,  Ceilings,  and  Fitzgerald,  in  that  of  the  Cambridge, 
lor  especial  praise ;  and,  perhaps,  it  should  be  known  that  Mr.  CoUings  was 
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far  from  well,  though  it  was  admirably  concealed  by  the  smile  on  hia  (ace, 
apd  the  great  pluck  ot  his  rowing.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  Mr.  Hall  wai 
as  good  as  ever. 

After  the  race  Mr.  Phillips  of  the  Cedars,  Mortlake,  dispensed  his  usual 
hospitality ;  and  in  the  evening  both  crews  dined,  by  invitation,  with  the 
Thames  Subscription  Club,  at  Willis's  Rooms,  the  Hon.  G.  Dcnman,  Q.C., 
M.P.,  in  the  chair.— -ZJe/r*  Life. 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHED 

May  21.— Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Match— Last  night  of  entry,  May  16th. 

25.— Ranelagh  Yacht  Club  Match,  above  bridge.  Entries  close,  May  15th. 

27. — Wellington  Yacht  Club  gig  match. 

June     1.— Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Matches  for  Srd  class,  and  yachts 

under  six  tons.    Erith  to  Coal-house  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich. 

Entries  close  May  24  th. 

S. — Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  1st  and  2nd  classes,  Erith 

to  the  Nore  and  back.    Entries  dose  May  27  th. 
6.— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  Match  at  Cantley. 
18. — Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  Srd  and  4th  classes,  and  an 
Extra  Match  for  cutters  under  50  tons  which  haye  never  won  a 
prize  in  the  Il.T.Y.0.    Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  back,    £ntrie« 
close  on  the  1 1th . 
27.— Queenstown  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
29. — Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  regatta. 
July      3. — Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Matches  for  1st  and  2nd  classes; 
1st  class  Erith  to  the  Nore  and  back,  2nd  class  to  Southend  and 
back.  Entries  close  June  28 
4. — Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Schooner  Match. 
4,  5.— Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club  regatta. 

9. — Windermere  Yacht  Club  Match  for  Challenge  Cop. 
9, 10. — Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Dunoon. 
11.— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  Match  at  Wroxham. 
11.— Windermere  Yacht  Club  Match  for  Club  Cup. 
16, 17.— Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Kingstown. 
23,  24.— Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Queenstown. 

30. — Windermere  f  acht  Club  Match  for  Amateur  Cup.    This  cup  is  to 
be  sailed  in  heats,  the  winning  boat  to  win  twice,  but  not  conseca- 
tirely.    No  professional  sailors  are  admitted  in  this  race. 
Aug.  6.— Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 

8.— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Oulton.    ' 
13. — Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  regatta  commences  at  Ryde. 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
We  hare  receired  a  pamphlet  on  the  <*Officership  of  the  Nary,'*  will  tke 
sender  thereof  oblige  with  his  address,  for  our  private  information. 

AU  commumcationt  mutt  be  addressed  to  the  Editor^  6,  New  Church  St  N.  W 
HUNT  h  Go.  Frinten,  6  N«w  Church  Stniet,  Ed^are  Road,  N.  Wt 
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YACHTS  AND  YACHTING.* 

Bbiho  ▲  Dbscbiption  ov  thb  Buildiho,  Mastiho,  Biqohio,  Saiuvo  ahd 

Gbhbjul  MAHAaEXBVT  ov  Taohts. 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

Br  the  selection  of  a  stick  for  a  mast  that  requires  little  more  than 

the  bark  to  be  removed  to  suit  the  specified  dimensions,  we  get  what 

is  called  a  *<  self-coated'*  stick,  and  by  strict  attention  to  the  conclu* 

ding  remarks  in  Chapter  zviii,  a  superior  spar  may  be  depended  upon^ 

in  some  spars  the  layers  of  wood  are  deposited  during  growth  in  a 

spiral  fashion,  these  are  known  in  some  localities  under  the  name  of 

"  twisted  sticks ;"  it  is  however  the  natural  form  of  the  tree,  and 

unparts  additional  strength ;  I  have  seen  some  of  these  **  twisted 

sticks"  as  they  are  called,  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  cany 

^v&y,  their  toughness,  elasticity  and  strength  are  wonderful,  they 

are  rather  scarce,  but  when  obtainable  are  well  worthy  the  yachts- 

ii^n*B  attention.     In  contradistinction  to  the  self-coated  spar  is  the 

'^Balk'*  spar ;  this  is  the  balk  or  beam  of  squared  timber  which  may 

t>e  ordinarily  seen  in  our  timber  yards,  ready  for  cutting  into  plank- 

u%f  posts,  rafters,  &c.    Such  of  these  balks  as  are  of  close  grown 

^^xtore,  evenly  coated,  and  averagingly  free  of  knots,  are  picked  out 

^f  making  spars  with ;  but  they  rarely  turn  out  such  good  sticks  as 

the  self  coated  spars,  owing  to  the  reduction  of  the  best  of  the  timber 

*  Continued  firom  pa^  196. 
RO.  6.— VOL.  X.  2  k. 


234  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

in  order  to  convert  them  to  the  required  size ;  if  these  balks  were 
eigM  instead  of  four  squared,  they  would  turn  out  more  advantageous 
for  spars,  or  indeed  for  any  use ;  all  that  is  requisite  is  to  get  rid  of 
the  sap,  as  the  very  best  timber  lies  next  the  sap,  but  in  squaring 
these  balks  much  valuable  timber  is  cut  away ;  •  the  four  angular 
points  of  the  balk  representing  the  contact  with  the  sap,  a  glance  at 
a  beam  of  this  timber  will  at  once  shew  what  a  quantity  of  valuable 
surfece  has  been  cut  away  to  make  it  square ;  and  then  to  construct 
a  spar  from  this  square  of  timber,  the  corners  have  to  be  removed, 
or  in  fact  the  portion  of  the  best  timber  left  after  squaring  it ;  whereas 
were  these  balks  more  generally  prepared  eight  squared,  the  sap 
would  be  efficiently  removed,  the  best  timber  preserved,  and  the  balk 
more  easily  convertible  into  a  serviceable  spar. 

Of  the  various  descriptions  of  pine  that  grow,  four  are  in  general 
used  for  making  spars ; — the  Pitch  pine,  the  Red,  the  Yellow,  and 
the  White.  The  Pitch  pine  makes  a  good  spar,  but  its  great  weight 
is  against  it,  and  although  with  some  it  is  a  favourite  spar,  I  think 
it  is  much  over-rated ;  the  Bed  pine  is  par^exceBence  the  favourite 
for  masts  amongst  yachtsmen ;  but  the  Yellow  and  "White  make  very 
fine  sticks.  Of  the  specific  gravities  of  these  timbers  and  other  pro- 
perties, &c.,  I  will  here  introduce  some  information  that  may  prove 
useful  to  yachtsmen. 

From  the  experiments  made  by  Mr.  James  Jarvis  of  Virginia, 
Inspector  and  Measurer  of  timber  for  the  American  Government, 
we  derive  the  following: — ^The  specific  gravity  of  fresh  Yellow  pine 
felled  about  ten  days. 

In.  the  square: — Out  in  March,     '581  =  36lbs.     6oz. 

Out  in  April,       -683=42        11 

In  the  round: — Out  in  September  *828  «»  51        12 

Cut  in  July  '751  =  46        16 

These  are  the  maximum  and  minimum  weights  for  12  monthsy 
and  the  excess  of  the  timber  weighed  in  the  round  to  that  weiirked 
in  the  square,  is  accounted  for  by  the  quantity  of  turpentine  contained 
in  the  sap.  The  average  specific  gravity  for  one  year  is  stated  by 
Mr.  Jarvis  to  be: — Square  Yellow  pine  =  '637  =  391bs.  13oz. 

Bound         do.         «:  -781  «»  48       13 

Dry  seasoned  timber  he  averages  as  follows: — 
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Pitch  pine  of  Virginia      -    -  -680  =  42lbs  8oz. 

Common  ye]Iow  pine,  Virginia  '536  =  33  8 

White  Pine,  Susquehanna  -418  =  26  2 
Long  leaf  yellow  pine  of 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  -610  =  38  2 

Tredgold  gives  us  the  following  data. 

Kr — red  or  yeUow.  Specific  gravity  0.557:  weight  of  a  cubic  foot 
34.81bs.;  weight  of  a  bar  1  foot  long,  and  I  inch  square  0.242lb8. ; 
will  bear  on  a  square  inch  without  permanent  alteration,  4290  lbs. 
=  2  tons  nearly,  and  extension  in  length  of  -^js\  weight  of  modulus 
of  elasticity  for  a  base  of  an  inch  square,  2,016,000lbs ;  height  of 
modulus  of  elasticity,  8,330,000  feet;  modulus  of  resilience,  9.13; 
specific  resilience  16.4.  .  Compared  with  cast  iron  as  unity,  its 
strength  is  0.3;  its  extensibility,  2.6,  and  its  stiffness,  0.1154. 

'E'lT,  white — Specific  gravity,  0.47;  weight  of  a  cubic  foot,  29.31bs; 
weight  of  a  bar  1  foot  long,  and  1  inch  square,  0.204lbs.;  will  bear 
on  a  square  inch  without  permanent  alteration,  3630lbs,  and  an  ex- 
tension in  length  of  sh^ ;  weight  of  modulus  of  elasticity  for  a  base  of 
an  inch  square  1,830,000  lbs.;  height  of  modulus  of  elasticity 
8.970,000  feet;  modulus  of  resilience,  7-2;  specific  resilience,  15-3. 

Compared  with  cast  iron  as  unity,  its  strength  is  0.23 ;  its  exten- 
ability  2.4;  and  its  stiffness,  0. 1. 

Gutch  gives  us  the  specific  gravity  of  a  cubic  foot  in  lbs,  thus : — 
Yellow  Fir,  41.1     White  do.  35.6 

Templeton  in  his  Practical  Mechanics  states  under  the  head  of 
"  properties  of  bodies" 


Specific  gravity- 
Water  being  1,000. 

Average  weight  of 
a  cubic  foot  in  lbs 

Cubic  feet  in  a 
•         ton. 

Ultimate  cohesive 
strength  of  an  inch 
bqu&re  prism  in  lbs 

Comparative. 

Names. 

i 

OB 

1 

■ 

3 

BiffaFir 

753 
546 
528 
590 
551 
461 
660 
530 

47 
34 
33 
37 
34 
28 
41 
31 

48 

66 

68 

60 

66 

80 

54^ 

72 

9540 

9540 

7110 

12346 

10296 

11853 

9796 

12240 

98 
114 
55 
104 
72 
95 
73 
79 

80 
80 
60 

104 
86 
99 
82 

103 

64 

Metuel  do. 

56 

Scotch  do.  ...............  .T 

65 

Christ,  white  deal 

104 

American  whitespmce . . . 
TeUowPine. 

102 
103 

Pitch  Pine 

92 

Larch... 

134 

The  proportions  and  the  fitting  of  the  topmasts  of  both  cutters 
and  schooners,  is  a  branch  of  our  subject  to  which  I  would  bog  most 
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earnestly  to  draw  the  attention  of  yachtsmen  :  the  topmast  of  a  cutter 
should  be  a  nice  tidy  spar,  and  the  shorter  the  better ;  the  same  may 
be  said  of  schooner's  topmasts;  very  often  long  swaggering  topmasts 
are  seen,  and  the  gaff-topsail  obtained  thereby  is  considered  a  triomph 
of  science  and  art ;  I  wish  such  successful  artists  every  joy  of  their 
triumph,  and  were  I  about  to  sail  a  match  against  my  bitterest 
enemy  I  would  not  wish  him  worse  than  such  a  description  of  top- 
mast. 

The  generality  of  our  racing  or  cruising  yachtsmen  do  not  pay  one 
tenth  of  the  attention  requisite  to  the  proportions  and  fitting  of  this 
most  important  spar,  it  should  be,  as  I  have  said  before,  as  snog  as 
possible,  and  be  fitted  to  work  so  that  it  can  be  housed  or  got  on  end 
as  easily  as  winding  a  watch ;  the  great  body  of  a  gaff  topsail  should 
be  got  by  a  high  peak,  and  not  by  a  square  head,  and  a  high  peaked 
gaff-topsail  is  the  only  one  that  will  ever  be  found  to  stand  properly 
on  a  wind.  When  a  vessel  is  close  hauled  the  boom  forms  one  angle 
with  her  keel,  the  gaff  another,  and  the  gaff-topsail  yard  a  third; 
and  if  mainsail  and  gaff-topsail  are  square  headed,  the  latter  is  in 
nine  cases  out  often,  perfectly  useless  on  a  wind :  with  a  short  neat 
topmast  the  peaked  gaff-topsail  can  be  got  to  perfection,  and  then  if 
circumstances  compel  the  carrying  of  the  top-mast  on  end  when  the 
gaff-topsail  is  struck,  tliere  is  not  half  the  wind-draught  or  weigtd 
aloft  to  be  carried ;  but  the  topmast  should  be  so  fitted  that,  if  the 
topsail  is  struck  if  only  for  ten  minutes,  it  should  be  housed  with  the 
greatest  ease,  working  in  the  masthead  cap  and  lower  cap  as  easy  as 
the  piston  of  a  steam  engine ;  to  effectually  secure  this  it  should  be 
most  accurately  fitted  to  work  true  in  the  iron  cap  at  the  mast  head, 
and  also  in  the  lower  cap ;  the  sheave  in  the  mainmast-head  for  the 
top-rope  should  be  of  sufficient  diameter  and  work  smoothly  and  with 
the  slightest  effort,  and  the  top-rope  itself  should  be  fitted  in  the 
score  of  main  and  top-masts,  so  that  not  a  chance  of  its  jamming 
should  occur ;  besides  these  great  care  should  be  taken  that  the  eye 
of  the  collar  of  the  fore-stay  is  made  sufficiently  long  to  obviate  the 
likelihood  of  the  heel  of  the  top-mast  jamming  in  it,  whilst  in  the  act 
of  being  housed. 

No  topmast  should  ever  be  kept  standing  a  moment  at  sea,  when 
not  required  to  set  a  topsail,  except  a  vessel  be  running  before  the 
wind,  and  that  the  breeze  is  expected  to  moderate  and  enable  her  to 
set  lofty  canvas ;  any  experienced  cutter  sailer  knows  well  what  bd 
immense  relief  it  is  to  a  vessel,  to  get  her  topmast  and  cross-trees 
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down  (Ml  deck  in  heavy  weather ;  none  but  those  who  have  witnessed 
the  effect  produced  can  possibly  have  the  slightest  idea  of  it.  I  have 
seen  a  vessel  labouring  heavily,  and  wetting  all  hands  fore  and  aft, 
and  the  simple  act  of  getting  her  topmast  and  cross-trees  down  on 
deck  made  all  the  difference ;  she  went  along  as  fast  again,  as  buoy- 
ant as  a  bottle,  and  dry  as  a  western  hooker.  Many  and  many  is 
the  fine  race  I  have  seen  lost  through  neglect  of  this  precaution  ;  the 
moment  a  gaff-topsail  b^ins  to  shake  when  a  vessel  is  on  a  taut- 
bowline,  it  is  worse  than  useless,  for  it  then  becomes  injurious  and 
shakes  a  vessel  down  to  her  very  keelson  ;  and  yet  how  often  is  a 
shaky  topsail  carried  racing  and  cruising,  owing  to  the  fact  calling 
ferth  the  remark  "  It  will  take  so  long  to  get  it  down,  and  the  top* 
mast  is  so  stiff,  it  wont  house  easily,  so  we  may  as  well  leave  the  top- 
Nul  up  until  we  get  the  wind  free  again!*' 

Such  a  state  of  things  should  not  be  permitted  to  exist  in  a  pro- 
perly found  and  properly  sailed  vessel ;  a  topmast  should  be  used  just 
the  same  as  the  gaff-topsails ;  to  go  up  or  down  exactly  as  the  mo- 
ment or  circumstances  may  require  it ;  nothing  can  be  more  lubberly 
and  un  seamanlike  than  a  great  swaggering  spar  aloft  when  there  is 
no  earthly  use  for  it;  and  when  there  is  no  use  for  it  it  becomes  a 
hindrance  to  progress  and  an  injury  to  speed,  and  should  be  therefore 
housed  or  struck  at  once. 

Apropos  of  the  high  peaked  gaff-topsails,  there  is  apian  which  has 

cristed  amongst  fishermen  for  some  time,  and  lately  has  much  ob- 

tamed  amongst  yachts ;  it  was  I  believe  first  introduced  in  the  Thames 

hjr  T.  Groves,  Esq.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht 

CSab :  it  is  that  of  a  light  rope  used  as  a  gaff-topsail-peak-halliard; 

this  line  is  bent  on  well  up  on  the  yard,  and  led  through  a  sheave  or 

small  tail-block  at  the  topmast  head,  and  from  thence  down  on  deck: 

^  peaks  the  yard  up  well  and  relieves  the  strain  on  the  topsail  tack, 

i&aldng  the  sail  to  set  beautiAiUy :  if  to  this  be  added  a  bowline,  a 

^psail  can  be  set  like  a  card  by  the  wind ;  the  bowline  bridle  should 

^  A  span  having  its  legs  spliced  into  the  bolt  rope  on  the  thirds  of 

&e  luff  of  the  gadS'-topsail ;  then  when  the  bowline  is  bent  the  run- 

^^g  part  should  be  led  through  a  small  tail  block  lashed  at  the  bow- 

^rit  end,  and  the  fall  taken  in  forward ;  the  bowline  must  be  beat 

^ftet  the  topsail  is  set ;  with  these  a^uncts  to  the  present  method,  a 

^  indifferently  cut  topsail  may  be  made  to  set  astonishingly  effec- 

^^B,  and  a  well  cut  one  to  the  acme  of  perfection. 
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With  respect  to  the  length  and  substance  of  the  bowsprit  of  a 
cutter,  it  altogether  depends  upon  her  shape  and  the  draught  of  water 
forward ;  but  whatever  it  be,  it  should  be  fitted  to  work  as  easily  as 
the  topmast,  so  that  it  can  be  reefed  to  each  change  of  jib,  or  shoved 
out  again ;  if  the  topmast  when  housed  relieves  a  vessel,  bow  much 
more  will  the  bowsprit ;  this  also  is  a  point  upon  which  much  remiss- 
ness exists,  not  only  in  fitting  the  spar  at  the  first  going  off,  but  very 
frequently  oftener  in  working  it  at  sea ;  men  seem'  to  bave  an  idea 
that  once  a  topmast  and  a  bowsprit  is  put  into  a  cutter,  tbere  they  are 
to  stay,  fair  weather  or  foul»  before  the  wind,  or  working  into  the  wind's 
eye ;  now  these  two  spars  should  be  shifted,  and  fitted  so  as  to  be 
capable  of  being  so  shifted,  as  often  as  the  sails  that  are  set  upoo 
them ;  fore-mast  Jacks  always  complain  of  the  trouble  attending  the 
doing  and  undoing  of  such  little  jobs ;  they  are  generally  too  obtuse 
to  observe  any  benefit  resulting  therefrom,  and  if  the  sails  are  taken 
in,  shifted,  or  set,  that  is  all  they  bother  their  heads  about :  they 
never  think  of  the  immense  leverage  exercised  by  a  heavy  bowsprit 
run  all  the  way  out  in  a  heavy  sea,  how  it  takes  a  vessels  head  down 
and  pins  it  there,  until  the  weight  of  the  sea  on  one  end  and  the 
lively  struggle  of  the  vessel  for  relief  at  the  other,  sends  it  flying  out 
of  her  altogether. 

In  fitting  a  bowsprit  the  gammon  iron  should  be  made  full  large 
for  it,  it  should  work  more  from  the  fid  at  the  bitts  than  from  the 
stem  head ;  it  is  an  excellent  plan  to  have  it  fitted  with  a  square  heel 
to  work  loosely  but  accurately  between  the  bitts ;  there  should  be  a 
krge  Lignum  Yitas  roller  in  the  top  of  the  bitts,  on  a  stout  trans- 
verse pin ;  along  the  top  of  the  heel  of  the  bowsprit  there  should  be 
a  galvanized  rack  plate  the  length  of  the  reefs  in  the  spar,  and  the 
Lignum  Vitas  roller  should  have  a  score  turned  out  of  its  centre  to 
admit  of  the  passage  of  this  rack  plate  beneath ;  then  a  stout  pinion 
wheel  fitted  to  the  bitts,  with  a  good  serviceable  key-shank  handle, 
will  enable  the  bowsprit  to  be  run  in  or  out  in  any  weather  and  with 
the  greatest  ease. 

The  fid  of  the  bowsprit  should  be  a  good  solid  square  pin,  that  will 
heel  home  against  the  bitts  well ;  there  is  a  great  strain  on  the  bow- 
sprit fid,  and  if  this  be  not  looked  to  at  the  outset,  a  round  iron  fid 
of  not  half  the  requisite  strength  may  be  put  in,  it  becomes  bent 
from  the  strain  almost  immediately,  and  there  it  remains  to  the  last 
days  of  the  spar,  a  patent  obstacle  to  reefing  the  bowsprit,  too  bad 
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to  work  and  too  good  for  a  lazy  skipper  to  get  altered,  and  thus 
creeps  in  the  causes  of  lost  matches  and  uncomfortable  cruises ;  if 
not  in  the  bowsprit  or  topmast,  in  perhaps  some  other  part  of  the 
fittings  or  gear ;  one  evil  is  prolific  of  many  others,  but  if  we  com- 
mence at  the  root  and  see  that  everything  works  well  and  is  properly 
fitted,  there  is  no  excuse  for  a  vessel  not  being  properly  handled. 

As  a  general  rule  the  draught  of  water  forward  regulates  the 
length  of  the  bowsprit ;  if  the  draught  is  nearly  the  same  forward 
as  it  is  aft  the  vessel  will  have  a  tendency  ^^gripe"  or  eat  into  the 
wind  when  she  is  close  hauled,  and  to  counteract  this  tendency  she 
must  carry  a  long  bowsprit,  in  order  to  set  a  corresponding  large  jib; 
this  is  more  noticeable  and  serious  in  long  narrow  vessels  than  in 
short  and  beamy  ones;  in  the  former  it  becomes  a  serious  fault  indeed. 
Very  often  a  complaint  is  made  of  a  long,  narrow  beamed  vessel  being 
slow  in  stays ;  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  evil  will  be  found  to 
originate  from  the  deep  fore-foot  of  the  ship ;  the  tendency  to  gripe 
thereby  induced  necessitates  the  carrying  of  large  head  canvas,  in 
Older  to  balance  the  after  sail  and  keep  her  head  out  of  the  wind ; 
the  moment,  therefore»  the  helm  is  put  down  a  struggle  takes  place 
of  rather  a  curious  nature ;  the  rudder,  in  forcing  the  stem  aside, 
finds  that  the  imaginary  pivot  or  centre,  on  which  a  smart  ship  should 
turn  instantaneously,  is  all  astray,  the  lateral  resistance  forward  on 
the  bow,  owing  to  the  draught  of  water,  neutralises  a  portion  of  the 
effect  of  the  radder,  and  the  vessel,  although  she  comes  up  a  little 
to  the  rudder,  yet  head-reaches  tremendously,  the  large  head  canvas, 
the  moment  the  jib-sheet  is  let  go,  deadens  her  way ;  a  fresh  appli- 
cation of  the  rudder  is  'required  to  get  her  round,  and  this  second 
touch  of  the  tiller  is  an  effectual  stopper;    she   theif  becomes 
slnggish,  head-reaching  slowly  still  in  a  great  circle ;  and  at  length, 
vhen  she  does  catch  the  wind  on  father  side  of  the  forestay,  she  has 
to  be  boxed  off  with  the  foresail,  and  sometimes  perhaps,  with  the  jib 
^Iso,  the  climax  of  which  manoeuvre  is  a  clever  stem  board,  and  over 
goes  well  on  her  beam  ends  before  she  gathers  life  and  way 


Now  this  should  not  be,  the  beauty  of  a  cutter  is  her  smartness 
in  stays ;  her  great  forte  is  in  tuming  to  windward,  and  she  should 
8^  about  in  stays  with  the  least  effort  of  the  tiller.  Li  simple  fact 
^^  sail  of  a  cutter  should  be  her  mainsail,  and  the  smaller  and 
^^ghter  head  sails  she  carries  the  better  she  will  go ;  her  forefoot  should 


240  HUNTS  TACnTINO  MAGAZINE. 

be  well  rounded  up :  lateral  resistance  can  be  gained  by  curriBg 
the  keel  to  half  the  distance  forward  of  the  midships  section, 
and  from  thence  rounding  up  the  fore-foot  gradually  but  well,  for 
this  loss  of  lateral  resistance  is  the  evil  set  forth  against  the  &i 
greater  evil  of  a  deep  fore-foot;  another  argument  is  that  the  floor  is 
shortened. 

In  the  longy  narrow  vessels  that  are  built  now-a-days  the  floor 
can  be  kept  quite  as  long  as  necessary  for  speed  and  ease,  and  the 
fore-foot  well  rounded  up  at  the  same  time ;  by  getting  rid  of  the 
gripe  forwarda  small  bowsprit  and  small  head  canvas  is  obtained, 
and  the  centre  of  effort  of  the  sails  being  properly  located  in  respect 
to  the  centre  of  longitudinal  vertical  section,  a  vessel  will  then  be  sailing 
where  she  looks,  and  not  struggling  under  a  pressure  of  canvas  set  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  her  away  from  the  point  she  ought  to  be  boldly 
looking  at.    Besides  all  this  the  leverage  of  a  weighty  spar  as  a 
bowsprit  is  tremendous ;  any  yachtsman  who  has  been  caught  in  a 
heavy  gale  must  have  noticed  the  great  relief  afforded  to  his  vessel 
by  taking  even  a  light  bowsprit  in  on  deck,  and  now  that  the  blaff, 
round  bows,  have,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  disappeared  for  ever  from 
amongst  us,  yachtsman  should  be  doubly  particular  with  regard  to 
every  circumstance  in  the  building  of  a  vessel  that  affects  the  pro- 
portions and  functions  of  this  important  spar. 

In  the  present  sharp  bowed  vessels  a  great  difficulty  often  occois 
in  getting  spread  to  the  bowsprit  shrouds;  to  remedy  this  iron 
*'  whiskers  "  have  come  extensively  into  use,  and  on  the  proper  fitting 
of  these  whiskers  a  great  deal  of  their  utility  depends ;  it  will  not 
do  to  have  a  pair  of  iron  rods  hooked  on  to  eye-bolts  screwed  on 
either  side  of  the  stem  and  then  seized  to  the  shrouds ;  such  a 
method  of  fitting  is  worse  than  useless,  the  working  of  the  bowsprit 
soon  knocks  them  astray,  and  once  a  vessel  is  underway,  and  that 
a  whisker  goes  wrong,  it  is  impossible  to  set  it  in  working  order. 

I  have  seen  many  a  bowsprit  carried  away,  and  not  a  few  matches 
lost,  owin^  to  want  of  attention  to  these,  apparently  trivial  but  in 
reality  important,  matters.  Whiskers  should  be  made  of  the  very 
best  and  toughest  iron  and  galvanised;  the  one  on  that  side  of  the 
stem  on  which  the  bowspirit  launches,  should  be  the  diameter  of  the 
bowsprit  longer  than  the  other;  both  should  have  stout  square 
shanks  and  square  sockets,  riveted  through,  not  screwed  on,  the 
stem ;  on  the  outer  ends  there  should  be  forged  jaws,  like  the  jft^ 
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of  a  gaffy  flattened  and  then  rounded  off  like  an  iron  thimble,  so 
that  the  shroud  should  play  easily  in  them ;  a  key  should  be  fitted 
in  each  shroud  jaw  to  prevent  the  shroud  slipping  out.  on  the 
lee  side,  as  must  be  the  case  if  not  thus  prevented,  when  the 
bowsprit  buckles  with  the,  weight  of  the  jib.  Some  whisker  jaws 
I  have  seen  fitted  with  sheaves,  but  they  are  in  my  opinion  unneces- 
saiy,  they  add  considerably  to  the  weight  without  corresponding 
advantages,  as  a  bit  of  weed,  floating  chips,  &c.,  getting  between 
them  and  the  jaws  renders  them  useless ;  whereas  a  properly  flat- 
tened and  rounded  off  jaw  will  work  to  perfection  and  never  get 
jammed :  each  whisker  should  have  a  preventer  rod  hooking  in  an 
eye  just  abaft  of  the  shroud  jaw  and  setting  up  to  an  eye-bolt  on 
the  flush  of  the  bow ;  if  these  rods  are  fitted  with  square  jaws  to  go 
o^er  the  eyes  on  both  whiskers  and  bows,  and  set  up  with  thumb 
bolts,  they  will  be  found  very  complete. 

In  connection  with  this  branch  of  the  subject  it  may  not  be  out 

of  place  to  touch  upon  the  methods  of  setting  up  the  bowsprit 

sbonds  generally  adopted  :   the  ''  block  '*  and  "  &11 "  system  is,  as 

ereiy  yachtsman  knows,  the  prevalent  method ;  it  is  a  bad  system 

from  its  clumsiness,  for  the  moment  a  vessel  heels  over  to  a  breeze, 

the  lee  bowsprit  shroud  tackle  constitutes  a  regular  drag  in  the  water ; 

and  beyond  this  we  never  can  get  a  satisfactory  puU  upon  the  fall  to 

set  up  the  shroud  when  a  vessel  is  underway ;    the  best  plan  of 

8^ng  up  bowsprit  shrouds  that  ever  came  under  my  notice  was  that 

adopted  in  the  Audaz  cutter,  59  tons,  John  Henry  Johnson,  Esq., 

built  by  Harvey,  of  Wivenhoe.     The  shrouds  are  of  galvanized 

^e  rope ;  at  the  distance  of  the  close  reef  of  the  bowsprit  galvanized 

cham  is  spliced  to  the  rope,  and  this  chain  leads  through  scores  in 

tbe  bulwarks  just  forward  of  the  shrouds,  three  links  of  extra  length 

2nd  stoutness  mark  the  reefs,  and  the  chain  falls  are  set  up  with  luff 

tackle  purchases  to  ring  bolts  in  the  deck ;  thus  no  drag  is  offered 

^rnally,  nothing  to  catch  water  or  weeds,  and  a  powerful  purchase 

^  always  ready  whereby  to  get  a  pull  upon  either  weather  or  lee 

ahroud  when  requisite. 


HO.   6.-^V(,L,  X.  2  L 


242  hunt's  tachtikg  magazine. 


SIMON  BOOMER'S  GUN  ROOM.^ 


BT   SNABLEYOW. 

CHAPTER  XI. 
What  will  not  love  do  ?  Anytbing,  everything !  Pore  pasnonate 
love  ifl  a  wonderful  commodity  when  it  once  takes  possession  of  the  store- 
house of  a  man's  brain.  Some  people  have  brain  pans  too  large  for  the 
original  goods,  and  then  when  love  gets  into  partnership  he  makes  a 
clean  sweep  of  the  not  over  stocked  apartment ;  others  have  an  average 
share  of  stock-in-trade,  but  when  love  puts  in  an  appearance,  he  upsets 
the  market  value  of  the  original  goods,  and  the  firm  su£Per8  a  temporary 
suspension  ;  but  there  are  those  who  hold  the  adventurous  little  god  in 
cheap  estimation  ;  they  take  him  much  in  the  light  of  a  poor  relation, 
and  do  for  him  accordingly  ;  if  he  blusters  and  storms  occasionally, 
why  they  put  him  on  the  **  lock-jaw  "  establishlnent,  feed  him  sparingly 
on  water  gruel,  apply  the  moral  steel  to  his  flint,  and  strike  the  fire  out 
of  him ;  they  measure  him  and  guage  him  to  a  decimal  fraction, 
know  exactly  when,  and  how  to  make  use  of  lum ;  flatter  themselvea 
that  they  do  not  as  others  do— -make  fools  of  themselves  ;  no  they  are 
sensible  men  of  business.  Pshaw  I  No  tom-foolery  for  them,-*love  be 
hanged.  A  fellow  would  fall  in  love-*bosh  I  And  yet  these  very  men 
get  into  trouble  sometimes.  Yea,  verily,  a  sea  of  trouble  too.  That 
nasty,  little,  adventurous  vagabond  takes  a  mean  advantage  betimes, 
when  he  gets  a  genuine  Solomon  Sobersides  into  his  clutches ;  he 
cajoles  him,  toadies  him,  coaxes  him  into  the  spider's  den,  then  doubles 
him  up,  gets  his  head  inta  chancery,  knocks  him  all  out  of  time,  and 
then  working  a  nice  fretwork  cage  of  web  round  him,  hangs  him  care- 
fully, like  an  experienced  Epeira  Diadema^  under  some  shady  goose- 
berry or  black-currant  leaf  to  serve  for  future  occasion. 

Sometimes  the  little  scoundrel  does  a  bit  of  wrecker  business,  acts  the 
ignis  /tsiutu,  or  sticks  a  torch  in  a  6ally-lun,  and  sends  it  afloat  in  a 
tea-tray  ;  he  is  terrific  in  a  fresh  tide  of  tea  ;  let  him  once  get  the  bear- 
ings and  distances  of  a  lot  of  lively  craft,  moored  in  Bohea  Harbour  or 
Souchong  Bay,  and  perhaps  there  is  not  the  devil  to  pay  and  no  pitch 
hot ;  fire-ships  are  about  in  all  directions ;  stately  line-of-battle  ships, 
in  the  shape  of  guardian  mammas,  cruise  about  in  vain,  and  cross  look- 
ing heavy  corvettes,  in  the  shape  of  papas,  discharge  broadsides  of  snuff, 

Continued  from  page  163. 
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md  boaid  disobedieBt  danghten  in  die  amobe  with  a  heavy  diacfaarge 
of  admanitiom— all>  all  ia  vain  ;  the  mischievous  fire-ships  do  their 
work  welly  and  with  naaty  ideas  of  matrimony  carry  the  day.  It  is 
money  they  want  is  it?  How  cautious  are  the  lively  handsome  little 
frigates^  faow  retioent  are  they  as  to  their  furnishing  of  their  shot  gar- 
knds ;  not  a  woed  about  that  until  the  fire-ships  hecome  hopelessly 
•Dtaogledy  until  their  crews  cannot  escape  the  avenging  flames,  and 
their  little  skipper,  Cupid,  steps  aboard,  puts  an  end  to  the  di^Iay  of 
■OKiilar  amative  Christianity,  and  suggests  a  suspension  of  hostilities, 
a  cQDvention  of  parents,  trustees,  or  guardians ;  and  a  treaty  to  be  rati- 
fied in  St.  George's,  Hanovw  Square,  or  elsewhere,  as  convenient,  and 
then,  io!  the  gilding  flies  off  the  ginger-bread,  the  flaunting  fire-ships 
dwindle  down  into  a  steady  mercantile  fleet ;  and  the  saucy  frigates  into 
qoiet  little  revenue  cutters,  always  keeping  up  a  strict  blockade  of  the 
home  ports ;  inexorable  to  the  admission  of  cigars  or  brandy  and  water 
without  a  prohibitive  duty  of  crinoline  and  caudle  cup,  and  loading  for 
long  range  practice  the  moment  a  latch-key  looms  upon  the  domestic 
horison. 

But  if  Skipper  Cupid  is  in  force  on  minor  social  occasions,  he  out- 
Herods  Herod  upon  a  grand  comprehensive  scale  in  a  ball-room  ;  there 
he  assumes  forms,  and  dons  disguises  that  baffles  the  most  astute,  and 
confounds  intended-to-be  super  speculation  ;  *'  Change**  calculatious  are 
Bwspt  away  like  morning  mist  ;  they  are  of  no  avail  in  altering  the 
price  of  stocks,  or  causing  the  slightest  fluctuation  in  Cupid's  exchequer  ; 
kme  in  a  cottage,  shrimps  and  cresses  stand  at  par  with  Mayfair  and 
Belgravia,  white  bait,  opera-boxes,  the  "  Row,"  and  satisfactory  set- 
tlements. Mamma  very  often  wears  rose-coloured  spectacles  for  the 
DODce,  and.  prudence  yields  to  passion,  foresight,  and  fancy  ;  good  inten- 
tions are  sent  to  the  right  about  in  waggon  loads  to  pave  a  certain 
Bfimeationable  place,  and  the  whbperiogs  of  age  and  experience  are 
drowned  in  the  roar  of  the  tempest  fomented  by  Euterpe,  Terpsichore, 
^to^  and  Calliope  ;  advantage  is  taken  of  post -prandial  impotency,  and 
'"^^y  an  outpost  is  stormed  by  the  skirmishers  whibt  its  grim  defenders 
Are  drilling  at  whist. 

1  had  laden  the  Duvemay  with  a  cargo  of  good  intentions,  and  con- 
^tuted  myself  as  vigilant  supercargo  ;  bound  to  my  trust  like  a  good 
^d  faithful  servant,  prepared  to  discharge  my  stewardship  and  render 
*^^^<>^  thereof,  open  to  the  investigation  of  any  public  auditor  that 
>>>ight  play  Rhadamanthus  to  the  world  :  Philip  of  Macedon  never  wore 
^0  laurels  of  Chcsroned  with  greater  triumph  than  I  wore  my  smile  of 
"^-eomplaoenoy  ;  I  was  invulnerable  ;  clad  in  armour  of  self-conceit,  I 
^^  fete,  wai/oriuna  seguaiur  was  my  motto ;  a  merry  conceit,  a  very 
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meny  conceit  indeed  !  It  was  speedily  changed  for  me  to  "  Furtk,  for' 
tune^  and  fill  the/eUers.^'  How  did  this  come  about  ?  How  were  my 
serial  fortresses  mined,  stormed,  blown  up,  and  carried  by  assault  ?  Oh, 
that  ball  I 

I  had  determined  to  discharge  Parry  Hammond,  to  eschew  the  sight 
of  the  fair  Moggy,  to  abjure  the  acquaintance  of  Horatio  Flowerdew,  to 
become  dutant  and  polite  with  Mrs.  Coldough,  to  investigate  patiently 
the  disposition  and  character  of  Mabel  Hare  wood,  and,  finally,  should 
all  things  conspire  to  confirm  first  impressions^  then  to  set  my  house  in 
order,  get  rid  of  the  Duyernay,  propose  formally,  and  go  throagh  the 
reg^ar  routine  which  middle-aged  gentlemen  are  supposed  thoroughly 
to  understand  ;  and  having  submitted  to  the  interference  of  the  Dean  of 
Derry-come-wheazy,  assisted  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Algernon  Sidney 
Godolphin  Ghantem,  to  settle  down  on  my  patrimony  in  the  kingdom  of 
Kerry,  and  provide  young  Fentons  for  the  Guards,  the  Admiralty,  and 
a  few  Bishoprics.  Ireland  is  proverbial  for  furnishing  population  for 
half  the  globe,  and  I  was  determined  to  do  good  service  in  recruidog 
the  ranks  of  the  upper  ten  thousand  that  are  said  to  rule  the  universe. 
But  that  infernal  little  busy  body  with  the  wings  and  bow  had  set  his 
quiver  in  order  to  the  ruin  of  my  serial  house,  I  tried  to  dodge  the  fiital, 
but  flEiir  to  the  mark  he  went,  plumb  centre,  and,  like  a  bombshell 
alighting  in  Barracoon,  the  slaves  of  my  will  were  blown  into  the 
vasty  firmament  where  moonshine  reigns  supreme ;  like  the  erstwhile 
King  of  France,  I  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  march  down  from  my 
mountain  again  with  as  much  dignity  and  as  good  grace  as  was  per* 
mitted  to  me. 

A  week,  perhaps,  had  elapsed  since  Mrs.  Colclough*s  ball.  Captain 
Parry  Hammond  was  in  his  glory,  the  Myosotis,  nee  Duvernay,  was  the 
cynosure  of  all  that  was  briny  in  the  Solent  Sea  ;  Miss  Maggy — start 
not  good  reader  I  Miss  Maggy  was  duly  installed  as  stewardess  on 
board  ;  a  real  live  French  cook  was  added  to  my  crew  ;  the  wine  lockers 
groaned  ;  the  ice  closets  were  filled  to  bursting  ;  fish,  flesh,  fowl,  and 
such  like  anti-famine  articles  lay  fast  bound  in  Arctic  solidity  ;  Melons 
grapes  and  luscious  pines  hung  in  tempting  array  within  a  network 
of  pillars ;  flowers  of  every  country  and  of  every  perfume  were  festooned 
and  grouped  about  the  cabins,  and  a  chaplet  of  the  fairy  Myosotis,  em- 
blematic of  our  good  ship's  name,  encircled  the  brows  of  the  phantom* 
looking  lady  that  poised  herself  so  gracefully  at  our  prow.  Horatio 
Flowerdew  might  have  been  traced  in  a  cabin  set  apart  for  that  distin- 
guished individual ;  uniform,  and  sword,  and  braasen  sextant,  were 
ostentatiously  displayed  therein,  and  the  various  little  paraphernalia 
that  naval  exquisites  bo  delight  in,  were  cunningly  and  fascinatingly 
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arranged  :   the  little  cabin  was  in  itself  perfection,  but  under  the  accom- 
plished hands  of  such  a  master  of  finesse,  it  became  a  perfect  wonder 
of  novelty   and  beauty  ;   the  miracle  was  how  a  stalwart  man  could 
more  in  such  a  space  without  doing  fatal  damage  to  the  dainty  fit- 
fings^  the  beautiful  ornaments,  th^   charming  little  paintings,  and  the 
rare   toilette   equipage  with  which  he  had  surrounded   himself ;   the 
Honourable  Whitworth  Lascelles  was  bestowed  as  befitted  a  scion  of  that, 
bouse  ;  and  the  gay  and  fascinating  Mrs.  Coldough,  with  her  peerless 
nieces,  had  the  after  part  of  the  vessel  entirely  under  their  supervision 
and  command.     I  may,  perhaps,  ascribe  the  nominal  command  to  Mrs. 
Coldough ;  but,  good  friends,  do  not  be  too  exacting  ;  you  know  as  well, 
or  perhaps  can  guess,  as  I  did,  who  was  the  commander,  and  whe  it  was 
that  swept  away  all  my  good  resolutions,  and  held  me  enchuned  a  slave 
to  her  power  and  her  will ;  would  that  I  were  even  so  now  1    Thus,  then, 
was  I  circumstanced  in  one  short  week,  had  yielded  up  my  every  wish, 
my  mdependanoe  and  privacy  of  action,  and  all  through  that  ruthless  little 
tyrant  that  rules  the  world  with  a  worse  despotism  than  all  the  race  of 
Bourbon,  if  they  were  double.jointed,  treble-timbered,  iron-plated,  and 
frozen  hard  ten  times  over. 

"  Please,  sir,  all  is  ready,  and  boats  aboard,  we're  hove  short  and 
veady  to  break  ground  I"  said  the  bluff  Captain  Hammond,  as  he  made 
his  appearance,  after  a  pfeliminary  warning,  at  the  door  of  the  saloon. 
We  were  seated  at  our  wine  and  dessert,  after  enjoying  a  dinner,  that, 
although  I  record  it  that  should  not,  an  emperor  might  have  envied  ;  for 
I  had  not  been  sparing  of  exertion  to  render  my  floating  palace  complete, 
and  I  flattered  myself  that  I  had  succeeded  5  no  luxury  that  money 
could  command  or  art  supply  had  I  neglected,  for  was  not  all  this  for 
ay  first,  my  last,  and  my  only  love,  and  was  not  my  brain-pan  fiiUy  oc- 
cupied to  the][exclusion  of  all  sensible  ideas. 
"  Very  well,  Mr.  Hammond,  get  under  w^y  at  once  I" 
We  pledged  the   ladies   in   flowing  bumpers,  and  wished  a  happy 
cniiw  ;  blue  peter  was  at  the  fore,  and  we  wete  off  for  the  land  of  the 
Cyprus  and  myrtle,  the  blue  Mediterranean,  and  any  where  else  when 
we  re-crossed  the" meridian  of  Gibralter. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  DUBLIN  BAY. 

From  the  Tuskar  to  Wicklow  Head  the  bearing  and  distance  are  N.E. 
^  N.,  nearly  46^  miles ;  but  to  pass  to  the  eastward  of  the  Arklow 
Btok  the  course  is  N.E.  i  N. ;  observing,  to  make  due  allowance 
for  the  set  of  tide,  flood  or  ebb.     When  Wicklow  Head  Lights  bear 


246  hunt's  TAOHTINO  ICAQAZINBi 

N.  i  W.,  or  N.  I  Wm  you  will  be  clear  of  the  Arklow  Bank  ;  then  to 
sail  withia  the  Wioklow  or  Tadia  Banks,  bring  the  Great  Sugar  Loaf 
Hill  wdl  open  of  "Wioklow  Head,  bearing  N.  by  W.,  or  Wicklow  lighti 
in  one  ;  either  of  these  will  lead  between  the  Arklow  and  India  Banks, 
and  when  within  2  or  21  miles  of  the  shore,  a  N.  by  E.  }  E.  course  will 
oarry  you  past  Monlditoh  Bank  and  Dalkey  Island. 

In  working  up  between  the  banks  and  the  shore,  with  a  flood  tide  and 
northerly  wind,  do  not  stand  farther  from  the  land  than  four  miles,  for 
the  tide  with  little  wind  may  drift  you  upon  the  banks,  while  near  the 
shore  the  stream  commonly  makes  to  the  southward  1^  hour  before 
high  water. 

In  moderate  weather  vessels  may  stop  almost  anywhere  within  the 
banks  between  Wicklow  and  Dublin,  except  off  the  Giant's  Bed,  where 
lies  the  Moulditch  Bank.  The  best  part  with  westerly  winds  is  between 
Bray  Bank  and  the  main,  from  half  to  two  miles  from  the  shore.  Here 
is  very  little  stream  of  tide,  and  the  violence  of  the  sea  is  considerably 
broken  by  the  banks.  All  the  shore  southward  of  Bray  Head  is  soft 
beach,  and  almost  steep-to  ;  so  that  if  a  ship  was  driven  on  shore,  there 
would  be  little  hazard  of  losing  lives.  There  is  no  safe  way  of  getting 
to  this  anchorage,  but  either  between  Wicklow  Head  and  the  India 
Bank,  or  the  Kish  and  Dublin  Bay. 

In  Killyney  Bay  vessels  may  anchor  in  five  or  six  fietthoms,  sheltered 
from  W.N.W.  to  N.N.E.  winds. 

There  is  good  anchorage  in  the  entrance  of  Dublin  Bay,  when  the 
wind  does  not  blow  hard  frx>m  the  E.  and  S.E. ;   with  these   wind^ 
a  great  sea  sets  in,  so  that  vessels  are  obliged  to  run  for  some  place  of 
safety  ;  with  north-easterly  winds  vessels  run  for  Kingstown  Harbour, 
which  lies  on  the  south  side  of  Dublin  Bay,  and  is  enclosed  by  two  large 
piers,  which  effectually  secure  the  shipping.    On  the  head  of  the  eastern 
pier,  which  is  2,800  feet  long,  is  a  lighthouse,  which  shows  a  white  and 
red  revolving  light  alternately,  attaining  its  greatest  brilliancy  at  equal 
intervals  of  .thirty  seconds.    The  lighthouse  is  of  a  brown  colour,  and  the 
lantern  is  elevated  thirty-four  feet  above  the  level  of  high  water,  spring 
tides.     A  fixed  red  light  will,  at  the  same  time,  be  shown  from  the  west 
pier-head.    Kingstown  East  Pier  Head  Lighthouse  bears  from  the  Kish 
Bank  Floating  Light  W.  by  N.  f  N.,  6i  miles  ;   and  from   Poolbeg 
Light,  S.  i  W.,  2i  miles,  and  is  visible  nine  miles  off.     The  entrance 
to  this  harbour  faces  the  north-east,  and  has  four  fathoms  water  ;  within 
the  depths  are  from  4  to  4i  fathoms  at  low  water,  all  clean  sand. 

When  going  in  leave  the  revolving  light  on  the  port  hand,  and  round 
it  dose-to. 

The  light  shown  in  the  lighthouse  erected  on  the  Little  Baily  is  fizedi 
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•nd  114  feet  share  high  water.     The  bnildiog  is  coloured  white,  and 
the  Kght  it  visible  at  the  distanee  of  fifteen  miles. 

About  a  mile  to  the  W.S.W.  of  the  fiaily  Lighthouse  lies  a  bank, 
oslled  the  Roeebeg,  which  is  easily  distinguished,  in  blowing  weather  by 
^  seabreaking  over  it ;  on  this  bank  are  from  2^  to  3  fathoms  water. 
From  tibe  centre  of  the  bank  the  Bailj  Lighthouse  bears  E.N.E.,  and 
Poolbeg  Lighthouse  W.N.W.  f  W,  and  Revenue  Barrack  on  with  the 
Poolbeg  Lighthouse,  bearing  N.W.  by  W.  {  W.,  leads  clear  to  the 
loathword  of  it.  The  best  mark  is  the  Custom-house  Dome,  N.W.  by 
W.  ^  W.^  open  north  of  Poolbeg  Lighthouse.  This  mark  leads  to  the 
northward  of  the  Burford,  in  6  fathoms,  and  to  the  southward  of  the 
Rosebeg  in  4i  fathoms.  The  Man-of-War  road,  about }  of  a  mile 
S.W.  from  this  Bank,  has  5  and  6  fathoms  water. 

In  moderate  weather,  or  with  an  off-shore  wind,  vessels  xpay  stop  any- 
where between  Howth  and  Lambay  Island,  in  5  to  12  fathoms  water. 
Vessels  of  easy  draught  of  water,  may,  with  easterly  winds,  find  shelter 
near  the  west  side  of  Ireland's  Eye,  about  a  cable's  length  from  the  island 
m  2  fathoms  water,  clean  sand.  In  sailing  to  this  anchorage,  between 
Bowth  and  Ireland's  Eye,  keep  near  Mid-channel,  or  above  one-third 
over  from  dther  side,  for  there  is  a  spring-tide  rock,  which  lies  about  one- 
third  over  from  the  Howth  side,  and  some  half-tide  rocks,  that  lie  nearly 
one-third  over  from  the  south  end  of  Ireland's  Eye. 

Bublin  Harbour  lies  between  two  banks,  called  the  North  and  South 
Bully  and  is  sheltered  on  the  south  side  by  a  wall  and  piles  carried  east- 
ward above  three  miles  into  the  bay.  At  the  end  of  the  south  wall 
there  is  a  lighthouse,  called  the  Poolbeg,  exhibiting  a  fixed  light  all  night, 
and  a  lower  light  kept  in  it  from  half-flood  to  half-ebb  by  night,  and 
A  ball  is  houted  during  the  same  period  in  the '  day,  to  direct  ships  into 
ihe  harbour  when  the  tide  will  permit.  A  bar  lies  across  the  entrance, 
on  which  there  are  12  feet  at  low  water.  Between  the  bar  and  the 
^ghthouse  there  are  14  to  27  feet  A  red  buoy  is  moored  on  the  bar, 
in  12  feet  at  low  water  ;  it  lies  a  mile  E.S.E.  ^  E.  from  the  lighthouse. 
^^  about  a  cable's  length  to  the  southward  of  this  buoy,  observing  the 
^re-mentioned  marks,  and  you  will  carry  12  feet  over  the  bar  at  low 
water.  On  the  north  side  of  the  channel,  and  bearing  east,  3-lOths  of  a 
^ile  from  the  lighthouse,  is  a  white  buoy,  moored  in  9  feet  at  low  water, 
^tween  which  and  the  lighthouse  are  from  14  to  27  feet  The  south 
^-booy  (black)  lies  S.  i  W.,  4-lOths  of  a  mile  frt)m  the  lighthouse, 
^  the  southern  extreme  of  the  south  bar  patches,  which  commence  about 
o^e-tbird  of  a  mile  S.E.  from  the  lighthouse,  extending  in  that  direction 
^^®*fly  half-a-mile  ;  then   turning  to   the    westward  about  the  same 
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distance^  when  they  terminate  where  the  black  buoy  is  placed.  On 
these  patches  are  only  from  4  to  5  feet  at  low  water.  Half-a-mile 
within  the  lighthouse  a  white  buoy  is  placed,  which  must  be  passed  to 
the  northward.  The  channel  is  regularly  buoyed  en  the  north  side  with 
black  buoys,  and  on  the  south  side  with  red  buoys,  from  the  I^geon 
House  to  Ringsend.  Between  Foolbeg  and  the  Pigeon  House  are 
several  places  where  vessels  may  anchor  in  from  16  to  20  feet  at  few 
water,  the  channel  having  been  greatly  improved  by  means  of  powerful 
steam  dredges.  As  spring-tides  rise  13  feet,  and  neaps  8  feet,  a  ship  of 
21  feet  draught  may  sail  in  at  high  water,  spring-tides»  and  those  of 
16  feet  at  neap-tides. 

Ships,  in  general,  with  suitable  draughts  of  water,  sail  over  the  bar 
to  the  northward  of  the  east  buoy.     This  is  called  the  east  channel,  and 
the  mark  for  it  is  the  church  of  Irishtown  just  open  to  the  northward  of 
the  lighthouse.     This  mark  will  lead  you  to  about  a  cablets  length  to 
the  northward  of  the  east  buoy,  in  no  less  depth  than  15  feet  at  half- 
flood.   So  soon  as  you  are  over  the  bar  the  depth  will  increase  to  18  and 
20  feet.     Keep  about  mid-channel,  between  the  Spit  Buoy  and  the 
lighthouse  ;   and  when  about  half-a-mile  within  the  latter,  yoo  may 
anchor,  in  15  or  16  feet  at  low  water.     This  is  called  Poolbeg,  and 
although  a  tolerable  good  place  in  summer  it  is  not  so  good  in  winter 
time  ;  it  is  then  best  to  go  a  mile  further  up,  so  as  to  take  the  ground 
about  half-ebb,  or  to  lie   along  the  wall   or   along  the  quay  above 
Ringsend. 

To  sail  in  through  the  west  channel  you  must  pass  to  the  southward 
of  the  south  buoy,  when  the  lighthouse  bears  N.E.  i  N.,  and  on  with 
Baldoyle  Chapel,  or  the  ruins  of  Kilbarrack  Church,  steer  for  it  in  that 
direction,  giving  it  a  good  berth  on  your  port  hand,  as  you  haul  round 
it  to  the  westward.     When  coming  from  the  southward  keep  Sandy 
Cove  Tower  on  with  the  eastern  extreme  of  the  pier  at  Kingstown,  S.  i  E., 
until  you  bring  the  lighthouse  on  the  above  bearing ;   this  will  lead 
you  in  the  best  water,  and  well  to  the  westward  of  the  south  bar  buoy. 
In  the  channel  there  are  only  6  feet  at  low  water,  spring-tides.     Tbs 
tide  flows  at  the  lighthouse,  on  full  and  change  days,  lOh.  47m.,  and 
rises  13  feet  on  springs.     Southerly  winds  raise  the  tides  higher,  and 
northerly  winds  the  reverse. 

Vessels  coming  from  the  north-east,  bound  for  Dublin,  must  give  the 
south-east  side  of  Howth  a  berth,  to  avoid  the  bank,  called  the  RoBebeg) 
already  described. 


249 


CRUISE  TO  LOCH  HOURN. 

Thb  majority  of  tourists  are  like  sheep,  always  following  a  leader  and 
adhering  closely  to  the  beaten  track ;  and  so  it  happens  that  some  of 
the  finest  scenery,  even  in  our  own  island,  is  still  almost  untrodden  and 
nnknown — without  roads,  inns,  guides,  coaches,  or  steam-boats.     Yet  a 
fittle  time  and  toil  are  well  spent  in  visiting  such  spots  ;  and  indifferent 
fiviDg  and  rough  lodging  are  amply  repaid  by  the  freshness  and  magpii- 
iScenee  of  an  almost  virgin  nature.      There  is  more  scenery  of  this 
description  on  the  western  coasts  of  the  counties  of  Inverness  and  Suther* 
land  than  in  any  other  part  of  Great  Britain.     There,  the  shores  are 
bdented  by  a  succession  of  sea-lochs  running  far  up  into  the  land  ; 
some  wide  and  spacious,  others  narrow  and  winding ;  some  with  undu- 
lating banks,  green  with  rich  pasture,  or  thickly  clothed  with  natural 
wood  ;  some  laving  the  feet  of  steep  mountains,  with  bold  grey  crags 
breaVrog  through  the  purple  bloom  of  the  heather,  or  the  golden  glow 
of  the  deer-grass  and  bracken.      Between  Cape  Wrath  and  the  Sound 
of  Mall  there  are  more  than  twenty  such  lochs,  few  of  which  are  ever 
minted  by  steamers,  with  but  footpaths  or  rough  bridle-tracks  along 
their  shores,    and     with    no   token    of  human   habitation,   except,  at 
long  intervals,  the  house  of  a  sheep  farmer,  a  shepherd's  sheeling,  the 
W  of  a  charcoal-burner,  or  a  gamekeeper's  cottage.     Yet  the  scenery 
aroond  some  of  these  arms  of  the  western  sea  is  unequalled  elsewhere  in 
Great  Britain,  and  not  surpassed  even  in  Switzerland  or  the  Tyrol.     At 
different  periods  during  the  last  ten  years,  we  have  visited   most  of 
them ;  and  we  now  propose  to  offer  some  description  of  Loch  Hourn— 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  inaccessible — which  we  were  induced  to  visit 
w  autumn,  by  hearing  an  animated  description  of  the  grandeur  of  its 
^nery  from  a  highland  gentleman  resident  in  the  neighbourhood,  whose 
debtor  we  have  ever  since  considered  ourselves. 

If  our  readers  will  refer  to  a  good  map  of  Scotland,  they  will  observe 
along  narrow  channel  called  the  Sound  of  Sleat,  separating  the  island 
^  Skye  from  the  mainland  of  Inverness- shire  ;  and,  about  half  way  up, 
'^d  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sound,  a  deep  indentation  in  the  mainland, 
*ide  at  the  entrance  but  contracting  at  its  upper  extremity,  and  con- 
"Jiftdon  each  side  by  a  barrier  of  lofty  mountains : — this  is  Loch  Houru, 
^  the  Loch  of  Hell,  easily  distinguished  from  Loch  Nevish  (the  Loch 
^  Heaven),  a  few  miles  to  the  south  of  it,  by  the  noble  outlines  of  the 
*oftj  Ben  Serial,  which  sweeps  down  in  grand  curves  to  the  water's 
^®>  and  seems  to  guard  the  entrance  of  the  Loch, 
so.  6 — VOL.  X.  2  m 
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We  started  on  our  voyage  to  Loch  Hoam  from  the  little  town  of 
Tobermory,  in  the  island  of  Mull,  in  a  small  cutter  yacht,  built  by 
Fyfe,  of  Fairlie,  and  the  dinner  of  several  cups  but  a  few  years  ago  ; 
having  previously  taken  on  board  as  pilot,  an  ancient  Celt,  yclept  Hector 
McRinnon,  who  had  been  for  forty  years  a  sailor,  and  who  undertook 
to  bring  us  in  safety  to  the  anchorage  of  Barrisdale,  half  way  up  the 
Loch.  A  strong  adverse  tide  detained  us  for  a  long  time  in  passing 
the  lofty  promontory  of  Ardnamurchan,  which  marks  the  northern 
entrance  of  the  Sound  of  Mull.  At  the  foot  of  this  promontory,  lies  a 
sgaall  rocky  island,  of  which  our  pilot  related  the  following  legend, 
which,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  not  yet  found  its  way  into  any  guide- 
book : — *'  In  days  of  yore,  the  owner  of  this  islet  was  a  handsome  young 
fellow,  with  no  fortune  but  his  good  looks  and  this  fragment  of  sea- 
beaten  rock.  HoweveT,  he  contrived  to  win  the  heart  of  a  fair  lady  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  country,  but  her  relations  were  opposed  to  the  match 
until  they  had  ascertained  what  settlement  the  lover  wad  able  to  make. 
Accordingly,  they  asked  him  what  dowery  he  would  give  his  bride  ;  to 
which  he  replied  that,  in  his  own  country,  he  possessed  an  island  which 
seven  ploughs  could  not  till,  although  they  ploughed  for  a  whole  year, 
and  that  this  he  was  willing  to  bestow  on  his  bride.  Nothing  could 
be  more  satisfactory,  and  the  young  pair  were  happily  married. 
On  reaching  her  husband's  country,  the  lady  was  naturally  anxious 
to  see  the  fertile  island  which  he  had  so  generously  bestowed  upon 
her.  On  which  he  showed  her  the  barren  crag  at  the  foot  of 
Ardnamurchan  point,  and  asked  whether  she  thought  that  seven 
ploughs  could  cultivate  it  although  they  ploughed  for  a  whole  year  ?'* 

After  passing  Ardnamurchan,  the  wind  fell  to  a  very  moderate  breeze, 
and  we  had  a  pleasant,  though  somewhat  tedious  sail,  passing  close  to 
the  islands  of  Muck  and  Eig,  and  in  sight  of  the  purple  mountains  oi 
Rum,  and  the  steep  summits  of  the  Coolin  hills  in   Skye.     We  bad 
made  an  early  start  from   Tobermory,  but  it  was  evening  before  we 
came  to  anchor  opposite  the  farm-house  of  Barrisdale,  which  occupies  a 
picturesque  situation  among  a  group  of  old  trees,  at  the  foot  of  a  moun- 
tain that  slopes  steeply  upwards  above  a  bay  at  the  head  of  outer  Loch 
Houm,     The   outer  Loch  is  a  spacious  sheet  of  water,  about  twelve 
miles  in  length,  overshadowed  by  dark  mountain  masses  ;  but  fine  as 
it  is,  it  serves  only  as  the  vestibule  to  the  exquisite  scenery  of  Little,  or 
Upper,  Loch  Hourn,  which  branches  off  from  it  in  an  easterly  direction. 
On  the  morning  succeeding  our  arrival,  we  rowed  ashore  and  called  on 
Mr.  McDonell,  whose  ancestors,  for  several  generations,  have  occupied 
the  farm  of  Barrisdale.     He  himself  is  a  hale,  handsome  old  gentleman^ 
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descended  from  those  McDonells  of  Glengarry,  whose  domains 
onoe  extended  from  Loch  Hourn  to  Fort  Augustus,  but  are  now 
dinded  between  Mr,  Ellice,  M.P.  for  Coventry,  and  Mr.  Baird,  a  rich 
ironmaster,  who  possesses  the  whole  country  around  liOch  Hourn  and 
between  it  and  Loch  Neyish. 

From  our  anchorage  the  Loch  seemed  entirely  land-locked,  and 
divided  into  three  bays,  surrounded  by  mountains.  To  the  seaward, 
itretched  a  wide  expanse  of  water,  overshadowed  on  one  side  by  the 
lofly  Ben  Serial,  whose  lower  slopes  are  thickly  clothed  with  natural 
wood,  which  adorns,  without  enervating,  the  grand  curves  of'  the  moun? 
tMn ;  and  on  the  other  by  green  hills,  broken  by  gray  crags,  and  fur- 
rowed by  ravines,  beyond  which  tower  sharp  rocky  pinnacles  rising 
from  wild  oorries,  the  haunts  of  the  red  deer  and  the  eagle.  Such  a 
green  hillside  with  a  deep  corrie  behind  it,  over  mhich  frowns  a  steep 
serrated  ridge,  rose  immediately  above  our  anchorage.  Laoarbein,  the 
highest  point  of  this  ridge,  is  3,300  feet  above  the  sea,  or  nearly  as 
bigh  as  Snowdon.  To  the  south-east,  we  looked  into  the  deep  bay  of 
Barrisdale,  at  the  head  of  which — rare  sight  in  these  wild  highlands— the 
nMHiQtuns  separate,  and  leave  room  for  a  considerable  tract  of  level 
meadow  land,  where  rows  of  tall  poplars,  clumps  of  ancient  ash  and 
pUue  trees,  and  thriving  crops  of  corn  and  turnips,  gave  a  sylvan  and 
Almost  lowland  aspect  to  the  landscape,  offering  a  striking  contrast  to 
tibc  nigged  grandeur  of  the  surrounding  scenery.  Beyond  this  strip  of 
nieadow  land,  riscS  a  noble  mountain,  varied  and  picturesque  in  outline, 
with  its  lower  slopes  and  ravines  richly  wooded.  The  whole  aspect  and 
character  of  the  scenery  around  Barrisdale  is  more  Tyrolese  than 
Scotch. 

Oar  venerable  pilot  proved  exceedingly  communicative  of  his  nautical 
ttperiences,  especially  under  the  exhilirating  influence  of  a  glass  of 
whisky,  and  this  morning  he  spun  us  the  following  extraordinary,  and 
not  very  credible  yarn. 

Many  years  ago,  he  was  at  Riga  with  his  ship,  and  he,  along  with 
8«V€ral  of  his  comrades,  went  ashore,  where,— sailor-like— they  got 
^  drunk.  Hector  was  the  worst  of  the  lot ;  and  as  his  shipmates 
«ould  not  induce  him  to  follow  them,  they  allowed  him  to  shift  for  himself, 
ttd  relumed  to  their  ship.  Left  to  himself,  he  staggered  along  for  some 
Stance,  and  at  length  fell  insensible  in  the  street.  At  this  time 
cholera  was  raging  in  Riga  ;  and  just  as  Hector  fell,  the  dead  cart  was 
snaking  its  daily  rounds,  when,  seeing  him  lying  speechless  and  motion- 
^  in  the  street,  its  conductor  at  once  concluded  that  he  had  fallen  a 
victim  to  the  plague,  threw  a  rope  round  his  body,   and  tossed  him 
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into  the  cart  He  was  restored  to  oonsciousDess  by  being  pitched  out 
of  the  dead  cart  into  a  large  pit  nearly  filled  with  bodies  in  Tarioua 
stages  of  dooomposition,  and  with  difficulty  managed  to  writhe  himself 
clear  of  the  lime  which  was  thrown  oyer  them  in  considerable  quantities. 
Fully  recalled  to  his  senses,  but  almost  paralyzed  by  the  horrors  of  his 
position,  he  at  last,  after  many  efforts,  contrived  to  struggle  oat  of  the 
pit,  and  make  his  way  back  to  the  town  ;  where  his  appearance— -^pale^ 
ghastly,  and  sprinkled  over  with  the  lime  which  he  had  not  been  able 
wholly  to  avoid — struck  terror  into  every  one,  so  that  he  had  clear  streets 
as— literally  risen  from  the  dead— he  tottered  along,  and  with  difficulty 
regained  his  ship,  where  it  was  some  time  before  he  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  the  drunken  frolic  so  nearly  brought  to  a  horrible  termination." 
We  think  that  this  anecdote  of  Hector's  might  be  admirably  worked  by 
temperance  lecturers,  to  whom  we  beg  most  respectfully  to  present  it. 

But — to  return   from  Riga  to  Loch  Houm— ^beautiful  as  BarrisdAle 
is,  we  had  yet  by  (ax  the  finest  part  of  the  loch  to  explore  ;  so,  getting 
into  our  punt,  we  started,  a  littie  past  eleven  o^clock,  to  row  to  the  head 
of  it,  a  distance  of  more  than  six  miles  from  our  anchorage.     Several 
sooail  rocky  blands  lie  across  the  entrance  of  the  upper  loch,  above  which 
it  forms  three  reaches,  connected  by  narrows,  through  which  the  tide 
runs  with  great  violence.     Little,  or  Upper  Loch  Houm,   runs  nearly 
east  and  west,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  the  outer  and  larger  loch. 
Its  northern  shores  are  bounded  by  picturesque  mountains,  nearly  3,000 
feet  high,  covered  for  two-thirds  of  their  height  with  the  most  lavish 
growth  of  natural  wood — birch,  ash,  oak,  and  alder.     The  mountains  on 
the  opposite  shore  are  about  the  same  height,  but  more  rugged  and 
bare,  though  covered  in  many  places  with  good  pasturage,  and  dotted 
over  with  trees,  singly  or  in  groups.     At  various  spots  on  both  banks 
there  are  crags  projecting  boldly  into  the  water,  and,  in  some  instance^ 
rising  precipitously  for  a  couple  of  hundred  feet.     Some  of  these  are 
masses  of  bare  rock  ;  some  have  tufts  of  heather,  or  bunches  of  fero, 
growing  from  their  crevices  ;  others  are  almost  buried  beneath  luxuriant 
foliage;  and  one^a  most  picturesque  crag— bears  a  solitary  old  Scotch 
fir  tree  on  its  topmost  pinnacle.     There  is  no  monotony — the  great 
fault  of  the  scenery  of  most  of  our  Scottish  lochs — about  Loch  Hourn, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  an  endless,  inexhaustible,  variety  and  grandeur. 
There  is  the  sublimity  of  the  upper  reach  of  Loch  Etive,  in  Argy]eshiie» 
where  its  narrow  waters  run  between  the  huge  bulk  of  Ben  Cruacban 
and  Malugage,  combined  with  the  quieter  beauty  of  Trosachs,  Winder- 
mere, or  the  lower  lake  of  Killamey.    At  several  points,  there  are  water- 
falls, tumbling  over  a  face  of  bare  rock,  or  sparkling  through  a  thick 
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fringe  of  foliage,  and  here  and  there,  along  the  shore,  the  thatched  cot* 
tage  of  a  fisherman,  with  brown  nets  hang  up  to  dry.     After  a  long 
poll  we  reached  Loch  Houm-head,  where  we  left  our  boat,  and  walked 
for  a  eouple  of  miles  up  the  beautiful  pass  that  leads  to  Tomindoun  inn, 
and  to  the  town  of  Inverness,  the  former  sixteen,  and  the  latter  sixty- 
seven  miles  ^m  Loch  Houm-head.    A  bare  precipitous  mountain,  called 
Bhm  Ben,  towers  above  the  head  of  the  loch,  and,  on  his  flanks,  to  the 
left  of  the  road  leading  up  the  pass,  is  a  deep  ravine,  into  which  falls  a 
lofty  and  picturesque  cascade^  while,  about  a  mile  further  up,  is  a  quiet 
little  lake  with  a  broad  gpreen  margin  of  rushes,  through  which  flows  the 
stream  that  runs  into  Loch  Houm-head.     From  what  we  saw  of  this 
pass,  we  feel  convinced  that  it  would  well  repay  the  adventurous  pedes- 
trian.   On  our  way  back  to  the  cutter,  we  were  much  detained  by  the 
strength  of  the  flood  tide,  had  to  hug  the  shore  to  avoid  its  force,  and 
bad  several  desperate  spurts  against  it  in  the  narrows,  where  it  ran  like  a 
millrace.    We  had  kept  along  the  south  shore  in  ascending,  and  now,  in 
returning,  we  kept  close  to  the  northern  or  wooded  bank,  and  had  again 
occasion  to  admire  the  profusion  and  bounty  of  nature,  in  clothing  these 
steep  mountain-slopes  with  such  a  close  and  graceful  mantle  of  varied 
shades  of  green.     It  was  past  six  o'clock  when  we  reached  our  vessel, 
not  at  all  sorry  to  rest,  after  a  six  hours'  pull  against  a  strong  tide. 
The  waters  of  Upper  Loch  Houm  seem  absolutely  alive  with  fish. 
With  a  single  line  of  small  cord,  lightly  leaded,  and  a  couple  of  salmon 
ffiee,  we  caught,  during  the  short  time  we  could  spare  for  fishing,  seven 
doien  of   fisli — blithe,  seth,  and  small  cod — varying  in   weight  from 
ludf  a  pound  to  two  pounds  and  a-half.     On  the  rocks  along  the  shore, 
there  is'an  inexhaustible  supply  of  bait  in  the  shape  of  mussels,  so  that 
to  those  fond  of  sea-fishing.  Loch  Houm  ofiers  great  attractions,  in 
addition  to  the  charms  of  its  unrivalled  scenery. — A.  Y. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

It  was  with  no  small  delightful  anxiety  that  we  watched  Mounseer 
Sheep  (as  our  lads  christened  him  the  n^oment  he  went  over  the  side,) 
^ing  pulled  away  from  as  nice  a  prize  as  he  ever  overhauled  in  his  life  ; 
tod  when  we  saw  him  mount  the  frigate's  side,  and  her  boat  hoisted  up, 

•  Continued  from  page  207. 
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we  felt  able  once  more  to  breathe  fireely.  However,  we  were  far 
from  being  out  of  reach  of  the  eagle's  claws,  and  waited  with  some 
misgivings  till  the  Frenchman  filled  his  main-topsail,  and  stood  off 
from  the  land  on  the  starboard  tack.  I  at  once  proposed  standbg 
away  from  him  on  the  port  tack,  but  Billy  would  not  hear  of  it ;  so  we 
very  coolly  went  after  him,  on  the  principle  expressed  as  follows  by 
Billy  : — ^'^  You  sees,  snr,  a  Frenchman  is  a  sort  of  a  splice  atwixt  & 
wolf  and  a  monkey,  and  he's  either  all  skylark  and  jaw,  or  a  blood- 
sucker, and  if  ever  he  sees  you  a  running  away  from  him  he  gives 
chase,  but  if  you  faces  of  him  and  is  about  his  match,  he  makes  sail 
away  from  you  like  a  dog  with  an  old  pot  at  his  stam;  so  my  adwioe  is, 
foUer  him  for  a  bit,  and  keep  a  good  luff,  and  you'll  creep  to  windward 
of  him  and^et  a  offing  from  this  frog*growing  shore  as  is  under  oar 
lee.'' 

This  advice  we  duly  followed,  and  accordingly  by  dusk  we  were  some 
ten  miles  to  windward  of  our  late  companion,  I  and  the  rest  of  "the 
smock-faced  uns  "  being  let  out  of  irons,  and  enjoying  a  good  laugh  at 
coming  the  Yankee  over  the  Frenchman.  But  the  laugh  was  just  as 
nearly  as  possible  being  on  the  wrong  side  of  our  mouths ;  for  as  Billy 
by  no  means  joined  heartily  in  our  rejoicings,  but  seemed  in  a  sort  of 
dense  brown  study,  I  hoisted  the  "  head-scratching  signal  ^  agreed  on 
between  us  for  private  confab,  and  dived  into  the  cabin,  where  he  forth- 
with followed  me.  As  soon  as  we  were  seated,  and  a  glass  of  grog 
before  us,  I  asked  him  what  was  wrong  with  him,  when  he  replied,  in  a 
sort  of  solemn  way  quite  unusual  with  him — '*  Why,  sur,  there's  nathia* 
wrong  wi'  me,  but  I  feels  as  if  summut  was  to  happen  onlocky  to  this 
here  wessel  this  blessed  night,  but  what  it  is  I  can^t  fathom.  I've  been 
a  watching  on  her  for  the  last  two  hours,  and  I'm  blessed  if  I  don't 
think  as  a  shoal  o'  suckers  is  a  stickin'  on  to  her  keel,  for  she  don't 
half  go-a-head  as  she  did  ever  sin'  that  horrid  screech  ,'as  that  poor 
fellow  giv^  as  was  killed.  You  sees,  sur,  we  holds  a  good  wind  enoagh  ; 
but  the  Frenchman  is  running  mure  water  nor  us  by  two  miles  an  hour, 
and  although  we  is  well  to  winderd  on  him  on  this  tack,  if  he  was  to  pot 
about,  he'd  fetch  within  range  to  leeward  on  us,  perwided  we  stood  on 
as  we  does;  and  although  I  says  it  myself  as  shouldn't,  as  I  aint  no  ways 
superstitious,  its  my  belief  as  the  ghost  of  that  'ere  Yankee  is  a  pulling 
of  us  under  water." 

Well,  at  that  time  of  day,  having  a  pretty  strong  belief  in  ghosts 
myself,  I  was  in  no  way  prepared  to  dispute  Billy's  rather  curious  want 
of  tupersHtioHi  and  was  free  to  confess  it  was  very  probable  that  the 
Yankee's  ghost  might  perhaps  be  on  board,  but  then  it  had  no  right  to 
sink  the  ship. 
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*'  No  sur,"  6aj8  Bill,  "but  ghosts  isn't  like  other  folk;  if  that  'ere  poor 
feller  had  been  cut  down  for  any  willianj,  his  ghost  would  have  bin  set 
to  work  in  the  bad  place  to  torment  the  wicked  with  red  hot  harpoons  ; 
bat  as  he  died  a  doin'  of  his  duty  to  his  country,  why,  his  ghost  has  a 
sort  of  leaTO  to  torment  them  as  killed  him." 

All  this'  seemed  to  me  so  very  logical  that  I  went  to  bed  at  eight 
o^dook  (when  Billy  went  on  deck  to  keep  the  first  watch)  with  the  com- 
fortable assurance  that  if  ever  I  was  rash  enough  to  close  my  eyes  in 
sleep,  the  aforesaid  red  hot  harpoon  would  be  found  entering  my  short 
ribs,  so  having  seen  him  go  sneaking  up  the  companion  in  a  very 
timorous  kind  of  way,  my  eyes  kept  performing  a  sort  of  mesmeric 
wandering  round  the  little  cabin,  till  I  thought  I  saw  the  panels  slide 
open,  and  the  ghost  peeping  in  at  me,  and  my  only  reason  for  not 
turning  out  and  rushing  on  deck  was  the  comfort  and  courage  I  got  by 
hearing  Billy  walking  over  jny  head,  with  the  regular  steady  tramp  of 
the  officer  on  watch.  But,  by  a  quarter  to  ten,  when  my  imagination 
had  conjured  up  a  perfect  ship's  company  of  ghosts,  each  with  his  red 
hot  harpoon  tipped  with  brimstone,  gradually  approaching  my  cot  with 
fell  intent,  Billy's  feet  ceased  their  tread  above,  and  a  dead  silence 
ensued.  Yet,  what  did  I  hear  ?  Water  below  the  cabin  floor,  gurgling 
and  swilling  about  with  the  motion  of  the  schooner?  Yes,  it  must 
be,  yet  haio  could  it !  Again  I  heard  its  wash  below  me,  and  in 
three  springs  I  was  on  deck.  And  what  did  I  there  behold  ?  Billy, 
no  longer  the  nervous  victim  of  superstitious  dread,  but  the  hardy 
and  outraged  British  seaman,  with  one  hand  holding  the  line  of  the 
sounding  rod,  just  drawn  from  the  pump,  and  clenching  the  other 
at  vacancy,  in  a  style  full  of  concentrated  passion;  while  he  belied  his 
former  assertion  most  fully  by  uttering,  in  low  harsh  tones, — **  D— n 
my  superstitious  head,  what  a  bom  ass  I  is,  surely  1^' 

I  flew  to  him  pretty  much  as  a  young  chick  would  to  au  old  hen 
vrhen  hawks  are  soaring  abroad,  without  at  all  knowing  the  real 
danger,  but  instinctively  feeling  sure  there  was  some,  both  certain  and 
pressing,  and  asked  him  what  was  the  matter  ?  He  put  his  extended 
arm  round  me,  and  said^-— 

*'  Grod  forgive  me,  Master,  for  it's  my  fault,  and  not  youm  ;  but  this 
weasel's  a  sinking,  and  that  infernal  Yankee  carpenter,  as  has  got  his 
tool-chest  down  aft,  has  been  a  scuttling  of  her  this  blessed  artemoon, 
whilst  we  was  a  looking  after  the  Frenchman,  and  some  on  us  in  limbo, 
and  the  sintries  on  deck,  and  the  forehatch  barred  down  on  the 
prisoners  in  the  forecastle.  But  they  shall  go  down  with  her,  if  she 
does  go,  so  sure  as  my  name's  Bill  Williams  I" 

Now,  before  recounting  what  took  place  on  this  ghostly  drowning 
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occasion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  explain  that  one  of  the  Ameriean 
prisoners  was  the  privateer's  carpenter,  and,  as  he  volunteered  to  do  anj 
odd  jobs  aboat  the  decks  when  it  was  his  tarn  to  be  up  with  two  of  his 
shipmates,  he  was  allowed  to  take  such  tools  out  of  his  tool-chest,  whieh 
was  kept  aft,  as  the  to-be-done-work  required  to  cooiplete  it,  which, 
when  accomplished,  the  tools  were  restored  to  the  cheat,  and  the  key 
hung  up  in  the  cabin.  But  it  seems  that  somehow  or  other  he  had 
contrived  to  secrete  an  auger  about  his  person,  and  stow  it  away  for- 
ward, and  had  been  just  biding  his  time  till  an  opportunity  offered, 
either  when  we  were -chased  or  near  an  enemy's  shore,  to  bore  one  or 
more  holes  through  her  forefoot,  and  place  her  in  a  sinkings  state,  so  as 
to  compel  assistance  from  an  enemy,  or  oblige  us  to  mn  on  a  hostile 
shore.  On  ordinary  occasions  some  part  of  the  crew  were  always  in 
the  forecastle  with  the  prisoners,  as  well  as  the  sentry  on  deck  watching 
the  forescuttle,  which  was  their  only  way  i^  from  below,  ao  that  do 
opportunity  had  offered  up  to  this  time  for  carrying  out  this  scuttling 
plan  ;  hut  on  this  afternoon,  before  the  French  officer  boarded  us^  ail  ths 
prisoners  were  put  below  and  in  irons,  the  forescuttle  pat  on  and 
fastened  down,  and  two  of  our  men  left  in  charge  of  them,  with  ordsn 
to  stick  them  like  pigs  if  they  made  the  least  noise.  Then,  after  the 
French  lieutenant  left  us,  we  let  our  two  men  up,  and  left  the  priaooen 
tj  themselves — still  in  irons  though,  and  the  hatch  fastened  down. 

Now  it  turned  out  on  investigation,  that  as  soon  as  they  were  left 
alone  they  commenced  their  plans,  and,  by  the  aid  of  some  cook's 
slush,  greased  the  carpenter's  wrists  till  they  got  his  handcuffs  off.     He 
then  proposed  the  wild  scheme  of  liberating  all  of  them  from  iroos, 
waiting  till  the  scuttle  was  unbarred,  and  then,  after  gagging  as  many 
of  the  crew  as  came  down  unsuspiciously,  to  spring  upon  deck  and  cat 
away  with  their  knives  till  better  weapons  offered,  and  try  to  recapture 
the  schooner.     Some  of  them,  however,  funked  at  it,  and  would  not 
venture  on  the  fate  of  their  companion  of  the  morning,  so  the  carpenter 
set  to  work,  fitted  a  handle  to  his  auger,  lifted  the  forepeak  hatch, 
and  crept  below,  his  friends  closing  the  hatch  on  him,  and  allowing  him 
to    bore   away  in  total   darkness  as  he  best  could.     Thanks  to  said 
darkness,  he  was  more  than  an  hour  before  he  could  get  a  hole  through 
for  bolts  and  other  obstructions  ;  but  at  last  an  inch  auger  found  its  way 
through  the  schooner^s  bottom,  and  on  being  withdrawn  a  very  copious 
rush  of  water  spouted  into  herforehold  from  that  inexhaustible  reservoir, 
the  .sea.     As  quick  as  thought  up  he  came  again,  closed  the  trap-hatch 
into  the  forepeak,  got  his  auger  stowed  away,  and  his  irons  shoved  on 
again,  the  grease  wiped  off  them  and  his  wrists,  and  calmly  waited  the 
results  of  his  amphibious  experiments. 
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It   SO    happened   that,  what   with   watching   the   Frenchman,   and 
talking  over  our  escape,  and  the  man-kilting  affair,  one-half  of  us  being 
in  irons  so  k>ng  as  a  telelescope  could  tell  tales  from  the  frigate,  and  the 
other  half  **  chaffing  of  as,''  as  Billy  called  it,  we  had  allowed  our 
prisoners  to  hare  it  their  own  way  from  about  2  p.m.  till  6,  when  the 
coeaa   being  ready,   all   hands  went  to  tea,   as  it  was  called.     The 
prisoners  were  liberated,  the  sentries  placed,  and  all  went  on  in  the  usual 
routine,  save  and  except  the  row  the  prisoners  kept  up  laughing  and 
singing  as  ihey  said,  because  they  were  sure  we  should  be  caught  by 
some  Frenchman  or  other,  but  in  reality  to  drown  the  noise  made  by 
the  water  rushing  in  below,  which,  until  enough  had  come  in  to  well 
nigh  cover  the  hole,  made  a  sort  of  gurgling  sound,  unusual,  and  likely 
to  call  attention.     After  that  the  sea  was  silently  and  fatally  making 
us  its  owD,    had  not  Billy's  practised  eye  noticed  the  sluggish  way  in 
which  the  schooner  travelled  and  rose  to  the  seas  as  they  met  her  bows. 
I  now  come  back  to  the  time  when  Williams,  by  sounding  the  pump, 
found  between  thi-ee  or  four  feet  of  water  in  the  schooner's  hold,  and 
there  was  no  alchemic  lore  required  to  teach  him  the  how,  why,  and 
wherefore.     He  at  once  saw  the  danger  and  the  best  mode  of  defeating 
it.     He  whispered  me  to  go  aft  and  take  the  helm,  and  send  the  man  at 
it  to  him.     I  did  so  ;  the  man  went ;  he  gave   him  an  order  ;  he  went 
below  to  the  cabin  and  brought  up  Williams's  and  my  pistols  (our  men 
always  carried  their  cutlasses,)  and  then  went  forward  on  one  side  of  the 
deck  and  Williams  on  the  other,  till  they  came  to  the  bow  of  the  long- 
boat, where  the  three  on -deck  prisoners  were  sleeping  or  lying  down. 
Here  Williams  stopped,  and  the  man  went  to  the  crew  of  our  watch  on 
deck   and  quietly  ordered  them  to  go  where  he  was  standing,  three 
belaying  pins  being  brought  aft  in   their  hands.     Williams  then  made 
tbe  nearest  prisoner  get  up,  and  held  a  pistol  to  his  ear  whilst  he  was 
gagged,  then  the  next  and  the  next,  and  then  came  the  helmsman  back 
and  relieved  me  from  the  helm.     Then  the  foreyard  was  laid  aback,  the 
schooner's  square  sail  got  up  and  doubled  and  stitched  along  one  side 
and  end,  and  then  into  the  open  end  was  stuffed  all  the  tarred  oakum, 
lacks,  old  sails,  &c.,  we  could  muster,  a  good  rope  hitched   to  each 
corner,  and  it  passed  under  the  bows,  weighted  with  the  deep  sea  leads 
aod  small  kedge,  and  hauled  aft  to  the  fore  rigging  at  the  after  end,  the 
fore  ends  being  fastened  to  the  cat  heads.     Then  to  get  loose  the  long- 
boat was  the  next  job,  so  we  set  to  and  off  gripes  and  lashings,  when  one 
of  the  men  stepping  on  her  planking  forward  to  clear  the  fore  gripe»  the 
wood  gave  way  with  him,  and  his  leg  shot  through  into  vacancy.     The 
iUeping  prisoners  on  deok  had  cut  a  hole  through  her  bottom  bow  plank 
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with  their  knives.  Of  a  verity  things  were  waxing  serious,  and  so 
thought  our  men,  for  they  one  and  all  asked  me  and  Billy  '*  to  let  am 
skiver  the  prisoners.'*  Billy  at  once  took  command^  and  said — ''  Noroea, 
let  um  alone,  and  mind  your  duty  and  obey  orders  and  you^ll  hare 
enough  to  do,  Fm  thinking.  And  now,  first  and  foremost  open  that 
forescuttle  and  stand  clear  for  squalls."  The  scuttle  was  opened  and 
the  prisoners  ordered  up.  No  reply  or  obedience  to  the  command  was 
given.  One  of  our  men  threw  himself  on  the  scuttle,  and  was  about  to 
go  down  and  force  compliance,  when  Bill  seized  him  by  the  collar  aad 
dragged  him  back,  as,  yelling  with  pain,  he  rolled  over  on  the  deck  with 
the  back  tendon  of  his  leg  nearly  severed  by  the  slash  of  a  jack-knife 
drawn  across  it  by  one  of  the  prisoners  from  below,  they  having  all 
freed  their  wrists  of  the  handcuffs.  Now,  how  we  got  them  out,  and  what 
we  did  unto  them  when  out,  FU  keep  for  my  next  log,  for  it  was  rather 
a  scUt  job,  and  may  be  rather  of  the  cruelty  kind,  but  the  provocation  was 
great  and  cruel  also,  for  it  might  have  lost  schooner,  officers,  crew,  and 
prisoners,  in  one  wide,  deep,  and  watery  grave. 

As  their  messmate  lay  yelling  and  sprawling  on  the  deck  with  his 
tendon  Achilles  nearly  severed  by  the  Yankee's  knife  in  the  forecastlej 
the  faces  of  the  crew  exhibited  a  rather  curious  gradation,  from  dismay 
and  surprise  to  savage  and  concentrated  anger  ;  then,  with  one  consent, 
they  rushed  to  the  forecastle  to  get  down  at  all  risks,  and  make  short 
work  of  the  prisoners,  or,  as  the  case  might  be,  of  themselves.     But  Bill 
was  too  quick  for  them  :  at  one  spring  he  was  across  the  hatch,  and  as, 
in  a  voice  of  thunder,  he  called  out,  ''  Stand  back  I"  he  levelled  his 
pistols  at  the  heads  of  the  two  men  next  him.     The  whole  of  them 
pulled  up  short,  for  they  knew^their  man  ;  and  when  he  added,  ^  Are 
yer  mad  as  well  as  mutinous,  ye  fools,  to  rush  down  there,  stam  fast, 
like  a  bear  a  comin^  down  a  tree,  and  be  skivered  like  pigs  ?**    They 
looked  fully  sensible  of  the  madness  of  their  intended  act ;  but  one  of 
them  said,  "  Well,  but  Mr.  Williams,  is  all  on  us  to  be  drownded  and 
murdered  by  them  ere  Yankees,  and  not  have  no  satisfaction  oat  of 
um  ?'*     "No,"  says  Bill,  "  I'll  see  to  that.     Sound  the  pump  one  on 
you  ;  two  on  you  rig  the  handles,  and  set  to  work  with  these  here  two 
prisoners  on  deck,  and  get  some  ^pun  yam  and  lash  their  wrisses  to  the 
handles  ;  and  if  they  does  not  pump,  rope's-end  the  livers  out  on  em ; 
the  rest  on  you  stand  here  till  I  come  back  from  below,  and  Fm  blessed 
if  I  does  not  make  them  rats  glad  to  leave  their  hole,  or  my  name's  not 
Bill.     Master  ^— -,  do  you  please  stand  here  and  shoot  the  first  man 
as  tries  to  go  below  without  orders  !'' 

*'  Well,  away  went  Billy,  full  split  into  the  cabin  ;  away  went  Ae 
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meD  to  the  pumps,  while  I  took  up  my  station  as  directed,  and  tried  to 
look  fierce  ;  but  if  I  did  so,  I  must  confess  to  being  a  consummate 
bjpocrite.  Two  of  the  men  busied  themselves  in  bandaging  up  the 
wounded  man's  leg ;  and  as  he  ceased  moaning,  and  a  dead  silence 
ensued,  similar  to  the  still,  leadlike  feeling  before  a  thunderstorm,  what 
should  salute  our  ears  but  the  sound  of  the  aforesaid  auger  boring  away 
at  another  hole  below.  I  told  one  of  the  men  to  fly  aft  and  report  it  to 
Bill,  who,  on  hearing  the  news,  shouted  back  in  repiy,  **  um,  let 

urn  bore,  they  sha'nt  ha?e  long  to  do  it  in !"  And  shortly  after  he^ 
reappeared  on  deck  with  an  old  shirt  perfectly  saturated  with  rum  and 
brimstone,  to  which,,  on  passing  the  galley,  he  set  fire,  and  calling  out 
"  Stand  slash  T'  he  threw  it  in  a  perfect  blaze  of  fire  down  the  fore 
scuttle,  slammed  on  the  hatch,  and  then,  standing  above  all,  he  said, 
with  a  sort  of  savage  joy,  **  Them  as  has  lungs  that  can  stand  that  ere 
dose  desarves  to  live  for  ever  I" 

But  no  lungs  could  stand  it.  No  sooner  was  it  down  than  a  fearful 
effort  was  made  to  put  it  out ;  but  no  power  could  do  it  short  of 
water,  and  that  they  never  for  i^  moment  thought  of,  although  their 
shipmate  was  letting  it  into  the  vessel  with  his  auger ;  all  they  did  was 
to  stamp  and  struggle  over  it  in  vain,  till  the  feeling  of  suffocation  com- 
mencing, their  horrid  fate  at  once  confronted  them,  and  with  choking 
screams  they  in  vain  tried  to  force  up  the  hatch.  I  verily  believe  my 
otherwise  humane  friend  Bill,  in  his  then  mood  of  mind,  would  have 
smothered  the  lot  of  them  with  great  gusto,  but  when  my  screams  of 
horror  at  their  fate  were  added  to  their  own  choking  cries,  he  sprang  off 
the  hatch,  unhasped  the  bar,  and,  throwing  off  the  lid,  allowed  a  perfect 
volume  of  sulphurous  vapour  to  ascend,  ^n  the  midst  of  which  was  dimly 
seen  struggling  up  a  half-suffocated  Yankee. 

All  hands  rushed  to  the  rescue,  and  whilst  pulling  each  poor  devil 
on  deck,  where  they  lay  drawing  their  breath  like  gasping  codfish,  no 
^Ung  save  that  of  sorrow  existed  towards  them,  I  verily  believe  ;  but 
when  at  last  all  were  rescued  save  the  carpenter,  and  no  answer  was 
returned  to  the  hail  for  him  to  come  up  also,  a  most  painful  expression 
'overshadowed  Billy's  face,  and  when  I  said,  in  a  perfect  agony  of  terror, 
**0h,  Billy,  you  have  gone  and  murdered  him!"  he  threw  himself  down 
^e  hatch  into  the  forecastle,  and,  calling  out  for  a  rope's-end  to  be 
pssaed  down,  was  about  to  busy  himself  in  seeking  for  his  foe,  when  of 
a  verity  he  found  him,  to  the  very  near  sacrifice  of  his  own  life,  not  the 
^ying  victim  of  suffocation,  but  the  desperate  blood-thirsty  savage, 
hoping  no  quarter  and  giving  none. 
You  see,  when  the  blazing  shirt  was  thrown  down,  the  carpenter  was 
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below  the  forecastle  sole,  boring  away  at  another  hole  in  the  forepeak, 
and,  after  trying  for  a  moment  in  vain  to  bear  the  atmoepheie  abofe, 
he  coolly  returned  to  his  work  till  the  hatch  was  lifted  and  his  mess- 
mates rescued  ;  he  then  stole  up  from  below,  crouched  down  as  &r  for- 
ward as  he  could  get,  with  a  sort  of  pig-bntcher*s  knife  in  his  hand,  and 
nearly  as  soon  as  Bill  Williams's  feet  touched  the  deck,  he  was  rodied 
upon  and  stabbed  by  thb  fiend  of  a  man,  and  they  both  fell  togelhei 
heavily  upon  the  deck  below«  Our  men  were  struggling  down  to  the 
rescue,  when  Billy  called  out  between  the  sledge-hammer  blows  he  was 
laying  into  the  Yankee's  head  and  face  with  one  hand,  whilst  the  other 
held  like  a  vice  the  wrist  of  the  hand  holding  the  knife,  **  Stand  back 
out  of  the  light,  and  let  me  see  to  finish  the  monster!" 

This  we  did  accordingly,  standing  anxious  hearers  rather  than  specta- 
tors of  the  fearful  struggle  below,  which,  however,  soon  ended  in  the 
more  powerful,  though  wounded  man,  overcoming  his  weaker  though 
desperate  foe  ;  and  it  was  with  extreme  delight  we  heard  Billy's  voice 
say,  "  Send  down  that  'ere  rope's-end,  and  stand  by  to  haul  up  this  lump 
of  carrion!"  Down  went  the  rope,  and  the  words  "Haul  up!'*  being 
given,  the  body  of  the  Yankee  carpenter  slowly  emerged  from  below, 
ghastly,  bloody,  and  senseless,  and  was  thrown  on  deck  like  the  side  of 
an  ox  by  our  now  savage  and  excited  crew«  Then  our  own  man 
appeared,  not  only  bloody,  but  bleeding,  his  left  hand  having  been  trans- 
fixed by  the  knife  of  his  foe,  the  blow  meant  for  his  heart  failing  in  its 
deadly  aim  by  the  grease  left  on  the  forecastle  deck  causing  the  carpenter^* 
feet  to  slip  as  he  rushed  on  Bill  before  he  was  well  down  below.  Biil's 
hand  received  the  blow  he  meant  for  his  heart ;  and  then,  dosing  with 
his  man,  he  gave  him,  what  he  called,  <<  about  a  dozen  dogdolUgers  as 
knocked  the  life  out  of  un.''  Billy's  hand  was  speedily  bound  up,  and 
as  the  fresh  air  on  deck  was  fast  restoring  respiration  to  our  half-choked 
prisoners  several  modes  of  stopping  it  altogether  were  proposed  by  our 
enraged  crew,  of  which,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  hanging  was  the  most 
humane.  However,  the  state  of  excitement  I  was  in,  aided  by  Billyhs 
cool  determination  of  manner,  effectually  checked  all  violence  ;  and  when 
he  gave  up  the  apparently  dead  body  of  the  carpenter  to  their  tender 
mercies  they  at  once  acceded  to  the  order  that  the  other  prisoners,  each 
in  their  turn,  should  be  lashed  to  the  pump-brakes,  and  rope's-ended,  if 
sulky,  till  the  schooner  was  pumped  out  dry,  and  the  auger  holes 
plugged  up.  Tools  were  then  got  out  of  the  carpenter's  chest,  the  bow 
of  the  long-boat  repaired,  the  pumps  briskly  worked,  plugs  made,  and 
still  the  carpenter  lay,  as  if  dead,  forward. 

As  I  felt  sorry  for  his  probable  fate  at  the  hands  of  our  men,  and 
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which  I  felt  powerless  to  arrest  ia  their  present  sa?age  state  of  mind.    I 
stole  forward  to  look  od  his  inanimate  bod y>  when  to  my  surprise,  I  saw 
the  head  gently  more,  the  ejes  open,  and.  then,  as  they  saw  me  detect* 
log  their  course  of  inquiry,  they  closed  as  if  in  death  again.     I  shouted 
oat,  "  Williams,  he's  alive,"  when,  as  that  individual  came  hurrying 
forward  to  personally  prove  the  fact,  the  senseless  form  of  the  American 
carpenter  sprang  into  sudden  and  vigorous  life,  as,  with  the  leap  of 
an  antelope,  he  cleared  the  schooner's  bulwarks,  and  vanished  in  the 
depths  of  the  sea.     Instantly,  like  hungry  sharks  deprived  of  their  prey, 
six  or  seven  of  our  men  followed  this  amphibious  example,  all  diving  for 
the  bubbles  caused  by  the  carpenter's  disappearance  below  the  surface  ; 
and  in  a  quarter  of  a  minute  were  to  be  seen,  slowly  rising  from  old 
ocean's  bed,  a  struggling,  snorting,  swearing  set  of  men,  all  intent  on 
keeping  above  water  the  head  of  the  half  senseless  carpenter,  who  in 
Tain  strove  to  bury  it  beneath  the  surface,  as,  held  in  the  strong  gripe  of 
six  powerful  men,  they  kept  him  and  themselves  afloat  with  their  disen- 
gaged hands  till  a  rope's-end  was  thrown  to  them  ;  and,  in  spite  of  the 
most  determined  resistance,  our  friend,  the  carpenter,  was  once  more 
hauled  on  deck  like  a  huge  half-drowned  rat.      His  hands  and   feet 
were  now  tied  together,  the  hands  brought  straight  down  behind,  and 
the  feet  bent  back  and  up  to  join  them,  and  he  was  once  more  left  to 
his  own  meditations.     The  pumps  were  now  worked  with  a  will,  the 
forecastle  searched  for  the  handcu£&,  and  the  charred  deck,  burnt  where 
the  fire  and  brimstone  sheet  fell,  well  watered,  grog  was  served  out  to 
our  meU}  a  rope's-ending  served  out  to  the  prisoners,  and  something  like 
hope  and  order  restored.      However,  it  took  eleven  mortal  hours  sheer 
"Ud  pumping,  except  when  the  pump-boxes. had  to  be  renewed,  before 
vo  ooald  get  at  the  lower  hole  to  plug  it  up,  but  after  that  the  water 
w  diminished  inboard,  and  the  pumps  soon  sucked,  when  our  completely 
worn-out  prisoners  were  cast  off  from  the  pumps,  and  food  given  to 
^m  for  the  second  time  in  twelve  hours.     Food,  too,  was  offered  the 
<^^nter  by  myself,  but  the  grog  and  soaked  biscuit  I  placed  to  his  lips 
^ere  rejected  with  savage  loathing,  and  I  left  him  to  his  fate  in  disgust, 
^d  well  was  it  for  this  most  determined  man  that  the  claims  of  hunger 
^  &tigue  had  to  be  administered  to  by  our  worn-out  crew,  before  his 
particular  fate  came  under  discussion,  for  even  then,  when  sleep  and 
food  had  softened  down  some  of  the  violence  of  feeling  existing  against 
hun,  keel  hauling  and  hanging  were  freely  discussed  as  being  all  too 
lenient  a  kind  of  punishment  for  his  sundry  and  horrible  offences.    Then 
%giQg  was  talked  of,  such  a  flogging  as  man  never  yet  got,  of  course, 
*Dd  then,  as  if  some  unseen   difficulty  had  been  overcome,  such  as  the 
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hanging  involvod  the  perpetrators  in,  a  grating  was  forthwith  rigged,  the 
poor  devil's  hands  and  feet  unlashed,  only  to  he  relashed  to  it,  and  to 
which  he  was  in  no  time  secured  like  a  spread  eagle.  Now,  of  all 
things,  I  had  a  horror  at  seeing  a  man  flogged,  even  for  theft,  and 
would  sooner  take  a  mastheading  for  a  day  and  night  than  see  the  lash 
descend  on  a  poor  fellow's  shoulders,  raising  great  welts  heneath  the 
skin  till  it  burst,  leaving  the  raw  back  streaming  with  blood  ;  so  I 
slipped  below,  stowed  away  the  only  <<cat-o'-nine- tails*'  that  was  on 
board,  beneath  my  own  bed,  and  then  came  up  to  see  the  result.  The 
men  asked  for  the  cat,  and  were  told  to  go  and  find  it.  Williams  him- 
self even  aided  in  the  search ,  and  while  this  humane  effort  was  being 
made,  I  went  up  near  the  prisoner,  and  caught  his  eye.  It  looked  on 
me  imploringly,  but  not  from  fear  ;  I  went  close  up  and  said,  '*  What 
is  it?"  He  said,  entreatingly,  "  Oh,  sir,  out  dirk  and  stick  me;  oh, 
pray  do,  sir;  don't  let  me  be  flogged  like  a  nigger."  Poor  wretch,  he 
quailed  beneath  the  dread  of  the  lash  he  would  have  administered  to 
the  back  of  a  negro  with  exultation,  as  he  would  flog  an  annilj 
horse  ;  but  I  felt  for  his  miserable  plight,  and  when  the  men  returned 
from  a  fruitless  search  for  the  cat,  I  begged  it  of  them,  as  a  personal 
favour,  not  to  rope's-end  him,  as  their  suggested  alternative;  and  after 
some  little  demur,  they  yielded  the  point,  sulkily  enough  to  all  appear- 
ance, but  in  their  hearts,  I  verily  believe,  with  secret  good  will.  I  got 
him  cast  off,  a  Bible  put  in  his  hand,  on  which  I  swore  him  never  more 
to  try  to  injure  ship,  officers,  or  crew,  or  even  himself.  I  then  made 
him  go  before  me  below  into  the  cabin,  where,  from  over  excitement 
and  fatigue,  he  fainted  away,  and  was  for  hours  helpless  as  a  child  ;  but 
oh,  he  had  the  spirit  of  a  true  blooded  Yankee  in  him,  and  no  mistake! 


ON  THE  COST  OF  KEEPING  SECOND  AND  THIRD 

CLASS   YACHTS. 


BT  A   TACHT8MAN. 


Many  gentlemen  wishing  to  keep  yachts  are  anxious  to  know  the 
expense  of  doing  so.  It  is  impossible  to  give  other  than  an  approximate 
one,  as  wear  and  tear  must  differ  from  the  weather  met  with,  but  if  no 
serious  casualties  arise,  the  following  may  be  relied  on,  and,  with  good 
management,  will  leave  a  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

For  Second  and  Third  Class  Yachts  fitting  out  each  season,  £1  per 
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tOD  onght  to  paint  her,  renew  any  used-up  gear,  and  g^ve  a  suit  of 
clothes  to  the  men,  but  would  not  include  new  saib  or  serious  repairs. 

The  number  of  men,  including  skipper,  is  one  man  per  ten  tons, 
aod  if  more  than  three  are  required,  a  steady  lad  would  be  found  useful. 
Good  wages  at  present,  and  for  which  picked  men  ought  to  be  got,  are, 
A  Coasting  Skipper     -     -     -      £1     15     0  per  week. 
Men  before  the  Mast      ...        1       50       „ 
Lads  from  15  to  20  years,  I5s.  to  1       0     0       „ 
To  insure  obedience  and  attention  to  their  duties  it  is  customary  to 
divide  this  into  real  wages  and  good  conduct  money,  thus — 

Wages.  Per  week.  Gratuity. 

Skipper     -     -     -     -     £1   10    0     -     -     -     0    5     0 

Men 126---026 

Lads  of  20s.   ---        0  17     6---026 

If  the  men  conduct  themselves  well  for  a  month  the  gratuity  is 
strictly  and  honorably  theirs,  but  if  in  the  course  of  any  month  a  man 
Bhoold  sleep  ashore  without  the  permission  of  the  owner  or  skipper,  or 
come  on  board  drunk,  and  yet,  from  his  otherwise  good  conduct,  the  owner 
thould  not  wish  to  discharge  him,  that  week's  gratuity  to  be  deducted. 
Bat  should  there  be  one,  two  or  three  weeks'  graiuiiy  on  the  books 
due  (over  any  full  month),  and  the  man's  conduct  so«bad  that  he  cannot 
be  kept,  then  such  week's  and  day's  gratmty  (over,  if  any,)  to  be  forfeited 
by  the  man,  but  the  wages  to  be  paid.  Should  the  man  leave  of  his  own 
*<^rd  the  gratuity  to  be  forfeited  in  like  manner. 

There  is  another  abuse  crept  in  which  you  must  be  careful  to  guard 
against.  The  men  claiming  their  clothes.  Thus  a  man  misconducts 
Qimself,  and  you  cannot  keep  him,  he  thinks  his  clothes  belong  to  him  ; 
or  he  wishes  to  go  on  board  another  yacht  he  affronts  his  employer,  says 
be  intends  to  go,  and  will  coalesce  with  his  mate,  saying  the  owner  has 
discharged  him  without  fault,  and  walk  off  with  his  kit.  This  is  done  ! 
The  remedy  is  to  make  the  men  sign  on  the  wages  book,  that  if  they 
quit  the  yacht,  or  are  sent  away  for  bad  conduct  before  the  yacht  is  laid 
up  for  the  season  they  are  engaged  for,  they  have  no  right  to  their 
clothes,  but  must  leave  them  behind,  without  damage,  in  the  yacht ;  and 
that  if  the  clothes  are  wilfully  damaged  beyond  &ir  wear  they  will  have 
to  make  them  good  before  receiving  any  wages  thnt  may  be  due. 

It  will  be  at  once  understood  that  yachtsmen  being  desirous  of  getting 
picked  men,  and  giving  the  highest  wages  for  light  work,  they  are 
hable  to  be  imposed  upon  by  the  refuse  of  all  ports,  and  nothing  can  save 
bim  hut  by  the  choice  of  a  good  skipper;  without  this  there  is  no  peace 
on  hoard,  and  many  a  gentleman  has  been  obliged  to  give  up  his  yacht  in 
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despair.  There  is  a  class  of  men  that  know  nothing  of  the  pilotage  of 
our  coasts  beyond  a  naatical  day's  sail  from  their  own  port,  who  tempted 
by  the  high  wages  (and  sheer  impudence)  present  themselves  as 
skippers,  or  as  they  say  to  take  charge  :  such  are  what  we  call  would- 
be  captains  ;  with  them  your  yacht  is  theirs  ;  they  keep  the  yaebt 
slovenly,  slight  their  work,  and  sleep  ashore;  even  although  the  yacht  is 
in  danger,  and  if  you  live  on  board  yourself  you  may  (as  I  have  had  to 
do)  turn  out  in  the  night  to  do  his  work.  Such  men  are  the  peste  of 
all  yachtsmen. 

The  right  man  for  a  coasting  skipper  is  one  who  has  not  been  leu 
than  two  seasons  on  board  yachts  as  mate,  and  having  passed  an  exami- 
nation in  plain  sailing  and  pilotage,  wishes  to  become  fit  to  take  the 
situation  of  captain  on  board  large  yachts  where  captains  are  usuallj 
engaged  by  the  year  ;  such  men,  of  good  character^  are  the  right  men 
in  the  right  place,  and  for  such  I  should  not  hesitate  to  give  £1  iOs. 
per  week,  and  IOs.  week  gratuity,  or  £2  per  week. 


REMARKS  UPON  A  FUNDAMENTAL  DEFECT  IN  THE 
EXECUTIVE*  OFFICERSHIP  OF  THE  NAVY. 


SSGTIOn  I. — THE  BYIIi. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  possessing  common  reflection  that,  with  to 
insulated  country  like  our  own,  a  na\y  is  not  only  a  '*  wall  of  defence"  and  a 
"  right  arm  of  power,*'  but  that  special  arm  on  which  we  must  maioly  rely  for 
protection  against  attacks  from  without,  and  every  far-seeing  and  patriotic 
man  must  desire  to  see  it  established  in  the  highest  practicable  degree  of 
efficiency.  Our  navy,  instead  of  being  only  on  a  par  with  those  of  our  Con- 
tinental neighbours,  should  be  superior  to  them  in  every  respect,  and  to 
compass  this  end  we  must  shelve  those  old  traditions  and  prejudices  which 
are  obstructive  in  their  character — be  content  to  copy  all  that  is  good  from 
other  services,  and  adjust  both  our  aims  and  our  practice  to  that  altered 
state  of  things  which  the  revolution  of  time  has  produced. 

Much,  doubtless,  has  been  done  to  improve  our  ships,  so  as  to  render  then 
effective  engines  of  war,  and  a  few  years  have  served  to  bring  abouS  in  this 
respect,  chauges  as  unforeseen  as  tbey  are  important.  Much  also  has  been 
and  still  is  being  accomplished,  towards  improving  the  condition  of  our 
seamen,  and  it  is  undeniable  that,  as  respects  their  pay,  food,  treatment,  and 
other  advantages,  present  or  prospective,  they  have  httle  left  to  complain  of. 
The  officers,  also,  have  not  been  overlooked :  all  ranks,  as  respects  pay  have, 

♦  The  term  "executive"  at  the  head  of  this  paper,  has  reference  to  the  fact 
that  naral  officers  are  divided  into  two  principal  branches,  military  and  civil, 
terms  sufficiently  explanatory  of  their  duties. 


Oy  THE   0FFICEB8HIP  OP  THE  NAVY.  265 

aiore  or  leM,  uDdergoM  a  change  for  the  better  since  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  and  as  the  practice  of  modern  warfare  ia  now  reduced  to  a 
•cience,  and  auccess  in  it  will  not  altogether  depend  upon  nautical  genius, 
dogged  determination,  and  brute  force,  aa  waa  formerly  the  case,  we  are 
acting  wisely  in  requiring  from  candidates  for  the  introductory  grades  far 
higher  qualifications  than  under  the  old  system. 

AU  this  must  fairly  be  admitted  injustice  to  the  ruling  powers,  and  where 
there  is  so  much  that  is  tangible  in  the  way  of  improvement,  ftult- finding 
would  seem  to  be  ungracious  and  out  of  place,  but  the  public  generally  should, 
ncTerthelesa,  be  told  (as  the  case  nearly  concerns  us  all)  that,  notwithstand- 
ing  what  baa  been  done,  a  **  canker  still  eats  at  the  core  of  the  service,*'  and 
Mrioasly  impairs  its  efficiency,  it  should  be  known  that  an  exceptional  grade 
tmong  the  officers,  which  arose  in  exceptional  times,  and  was  only  calculated 
to  answer  a  temporary  purpose,  has  been  perpetuated  in  the  fiice  of  its 
icknowledged  prejudicial  operation,  and  in  spite  of  the  representations  of 
caDdid  and  libeml-minded  men  who  have  the  good  of  the  service  at  heart. 
The  anomalous  grade  I  allude  to  is  that  of  **  Master,**  an  officer  whose  title 
ii  aomeanin'g  and  contradictory,  and  whose  preaence  in  the  service  is  an 
element  of  confliction,  disunion,  and  weakness.  At  the  present  time,  when 
i  spirit  of  fairness  and  inquiry  actuates  the  public,  and  a  special  committee 
is  sitting  to  inquire  into  the  promotion  and  retirement  of  officers  of  the  navy« 
it  may  be  uaeful  to  direct  attention  to  the  subject ;  to  show  how  defective 
the  present  syatem  is  in  its  practical  working,  as  the  point  worthy  of  chiefeat 
eoosideration,  and  that  it  is  just  one  of  those  cases  which  must  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  ruling  executive,  and  be  subjected  to  a  searching  legis* 
btive  probing,  aa  affording  the  only  chance  of  an  efficient  remedy  being 
applied.  Happily,  the  whole  merita  of  the  case  may  be  decided  by  the 
plainest  rules  of  common  sense  and  experience,  and  thus  tried,  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  that,  in  ita  moral  or  depressing  and  degrading  effect  upon  an  im* 
portantclasaof  officera,  and  in  its  tendency  to  sap  the  professional  know* 
*^e  and  practice  of  the  great  mtgority  of  the  executive  class,  the  evil  is  one 
of  magnitade,  and  one  therefore  which  calls  for  prompt  abatement. 

The  subject  is  too  important  in  its  bearing  upon  the  well  being  of  the  naval 
(^rvice,  to  admit  of  a  doubt  that  it  will  materially  anffer  from  my  imperfect 
^tm^nt  of  it,  but  in  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  offer,  I  will  endeavour,  as 
*«U  as  I  can,  to  state  briefly  the  origin  of  the  rank  ;  to  contraat  the  positions 
of  the  original  and  the  present  holders  of  it ;  to  show  its  practical  working 
^  its  effect,  and  then  to  point  out  the  only  effectual  remedy. 

The  existence  of  the  rank  of  master  dates  back  to  a  remote  period,  being 
^Vftl  with  the'  establishment  of  the  navy  itself.  Before  there  was  a  royal 
"^  service,  the  usual  practice  when  any  over- sea  expedition  was  to  be  under- 
||<teQ  was  for  the  principal  commercial  ports  of  the  kingdom  according  to 
^^^^  good  will  and  ability,  to  supply  a  certain  number  of  vessels  equipped 
*^4  manned  for  the  King*s  service,  and  in  these  vessels  royal  officers  were 
•jnhsrked,  not  to  work,  but  to  fight  the  ships.  Thus,  Grimsby  supplied 
Eleven  vessels  and  170  men  for  the  siege  of  Calais,  and  Boston,  Yarmouth, 
■*»a  the  Cinque  ports  others  in  proportion,  and  these  ancient  filibustering 
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expeditions  were  saved  from  vulgarity  by  being  often  led  to  victory  by  the 
monarch  io  person.  This  crude  system,  however,  was  in  time  found  to  be 
inconvenient;  the  establishment  of  discipline  was  next  to  impossible;  the 
vessels  were  bad  sailers,  and  otherwise  inefficient,  and  hence  arose  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  possess  vessels  of  its  own  of  a  superior 
class.  Accordingly,  in  the  time  of  .Henry  YII.,  war  ships  were  first  bnflt 
for  the  public  service,  but  instead  of  organising  at  the  same  time  an  efficient 
body  of  officers,  our  ancestors  contented  themselves  with  introducing  masten 
from  the  merchant  service,  and  to  these  MagUn  in  (he  Navy^  as  may  be  seea  bj 
reference  to  the  earliest  instructions  issued,  was  delegated  the  charge  of  sH 
matters  relating  to  equipment,  stowage,  and  navigation,  while  the  admirsls, 
captains,  and  other  principal  officers,  though  distinguished  for  their  courage 
in  the  field,  and  often  for  their  ability  in  the  Cabinet,  were  entirely  inDoceot 
of  any  knowledge  of  seamanship,  or  the  principles  of  naval  tactics.  The 
chiefs  were  mostly  military  officers,  and  many  are  the  amusing  tales  recorded 
of  these  '*  booted  and  spurred"  soldier-sailors,  whose  fame  is  perpetuated  by 
our  late  historian  in  the  1st  vol.  of  his  History  of  England,  p.  297,  et  seq* 
He  refers  to  the  fact  that,  up  to  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  no  state,  andeot 
or  modern,  had  made  a  complete  separation  between  the  naval  and  militaiy 
services.  The  heroes  of  the  old  world,  for  instance,  fought  battles  both  by 
sea  and  land,  and  in  more  recent  times  the  right  wing  of  the  army  at  Floddeo 
was  led  by  the  admiral  of  England,  while  the  battles  of  Jamac  and  Moo* 
contour  were  conducted  by  the  admiral  of  France.  Neither  the  conqueror 
at  Lepanto,  nor  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  who  defended  our  shores  fioo 
the  attack  of  the  Armada,  had  received  the  education  of  sailors,  and  Raleigh 
and  Blake  distinguished  themselves  as  soldiers  before  they  became  celebrated 
as  naval  commanders.  Great  fleets  were  also  entrusted  to  Rupert,  renowned 
as  a  daring  cavalry  officer,  and  to  Monk,  who,  when  he  wanted  his  ship  to 
tack  to  larboard,  moved  the  mirth  of  his  crew  by  calling  out  *'  wheel  to  the 
left  r*  No  doubt  it  must  also  have  been  one  of  these  heroes  of  whom  it  h 
recorded  by  the  nautical  Joe  Miller,  that  while  tacking  the  ahip  from  in- 
structions contained  in  a  book  placed  upon  the  capstan*head,  and  not 
observing  that  the  wind  had  turned  a  leaf  over,  followed  the  order  "  mainstil 
haul,*'  by  another  to  ^  let  go  the  anchor,**  to  the  consternation  of  the  tsrs,  if 
not  to  his  own.  However  this  may  be,  the  passage  in  Macaulay's  history 
afibrds  a  striking  picture  of  the  officership  of  the  navy  at  the  time  of  which 
it  treats. 

One  point  observable  from  the  state  of  things  at  this  period  is  worthy  of 
special  attention,  viz.,  that  there  vcae  no  bar  to  the  advancement  of  mastert  in 
the  navy  to  (he  higher  grade*  of  the  sermee,  Macaulay,  after  giving  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  courtier  sailors  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  states  that,  *'  min^^ 
with  them  were  to  be  found,  happily  for  our  country,  naval  commanders  of  s 
very  different  description,  men  whose  lives  had  been  passed  in  the  deep,  ^ 
who  had  worked  and  fought  their  way  from  the  lowest  offices  of  the  forecastle 
to  rank  and  distinction.  One  of  the  most  eminent  of  these  officers  wss  ^ir 
Christopher  Mings,  who  entered  the  service  as  a  cabin  boy,  who  fell  fighting 
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bravely  against  the  Datch,  and  whom  his  crew,  weeping  and  vowing  ven- 
geance, carried  to  the  grave.  From  Jiim  sprung,  by  a  singukr  kind  of  descent , 
a  line  of  valiant  and  expert  sailors.  His  cabin  boy  was  Sir  John  Narborough, 
and  the  cabin  boy  of  Sir  John  Narborough  was  Sir  Cloudesly  Shovel.  To 
the  strong  natural  sense  and  dauntless  courage  of  this  class  of  men  England 
owes  R  debt  never  to  be  forgotten/'  Admiral  Sir  John  Lawson  also,  one  of 
the  bravest  officers  who  fought  in  the  wars  with  Holland,  was  brought  up  in 
the  north  country  coal  trade,  and  Sir  John  Barrow  tells  us  in  his  biography 
of  Anson  that,  in  1746,  Mr.  Brown,  the  master  of  the  Shoreham,  was  pro- 
moted to  Commander,  and  afterwards  to  post-rank,  for  gallantly  capturing  a 
privateer  from  Bilboa.  The  immortal  Captain  Cook,  the  explorer  of  a  Con- 
tinent, which,  in  our  day,  promises  to  rival  the  old  world,  was  originally  a 
master  in  the  navy,  and  in  more  recent  times.  Bo  wen,  the  master  of  Lord 
Howe*a  flagship  on  the  1st  of  June  1794,  was  made  a  captain,  and  died  an 
admiral ;  for  formerly,  when  the  loss  of  a  vessel  was  nearly  a  national  event, 
a  man  well  versed  as  a  seaman  and  navigator  was  sure  to  meet  his  reward, 
and  to  bo  held  in  just  estimation.  Without  carefully  searching  the  naval 
archives,  it  would  be  impossible  to  say  how  many  of  the  early  masters  were 
thus  promoted,  but  published  records  suffice  to  show  that  several  of  them 
were  advanced  to  commander's  rank  without  passing  through  the  grade  of 
lieatenant;  that  subsequently  to  the  time  of  William  and  Mary,  they  were 
only  second  to  the  captain  in  responsibility  and  importance,  and  that  up  to 
the  beginning  of  the  war  in  1798,  the  holders  of  the  rank  enjoyed  advantages 
which  bave  not  fallen  to  the  lot  of  their  successors  in  the  present  day. 

It  appears  that  the  French  were  the  f^rst  to  draw  a  line  between  the  two 
professions  which  had  hitherto  been  confounded,  for,  in  1672,  that  Govern- 
ment determined  to  educate  young  men  of  good  family  from  an  early  age 
specially  for  the  naval  service,  an  example  that  was  partially  followed  by  our 
own  authorities  a  few  years  later.  The  evil  of  confining  that  professional 
knowledge  to  one  officer  which  should  be  possessed  by  all,  became  apparent, 
and  Sir  John  Barrow,  in  the  work  just  alluded  to,  while  quoting  from  a  series 
of  Admiralty  records  named  the  Ring's  collection,  states  that  '*  in  1674, 
when  Prince  Rupert  was  Lord  High  Admiral,  a  resolution  was  taken  that  all 
captains  should,  before  appointed  to  the  command  of  sixth^rates**  (rate  being 
another  term  for  size)  **  be  examined  by  the  Trinity  House  touching  their 
qnalifications  as  master,  and  bring  from  thence  certificates  of  their  being  able 
to  take  charge  of  them  m  master,  and  this  notwithstanding  they  had  the 
command  of  bigger  rates  before.*'  Sir  John  also  adds  that  "  in  1692,  when 
the  £arl  of  Pembroke  was  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  the  rule  was  re- 
newed that,  all  commanders  of  sixth-rates  should  first  pass  their  examinations 
as  masters;  and  in  1697*  when  the  Earl  of  Orford  was  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  masters  were  abolished  from  fire  ships  and  sixth-rates,  and  lieu* 
tenants  allowed  in  their  room  ;  and  by  minute  of  the  4th  of  February,  1697, 
it  was  resolved  that,  for  the  future,  all  commanders  of  fire  ships  and  sixth- 
rates  have  their  commissions  as  mattert  andeomnumders,  and  have  no  masters. 
These  commissions,  after  maintaining  their  ground  nearly  a  hundred  years. 
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were  cbaoged  to  comDumden.**  It  thus  appears  that  maaten  in  the  navy 
were  called  into  eziatence  on  accoant  of  the  professional  ignorance  of  tbe 
early  nayal  commanders,  but  as  these  latter  qualified  themselves  for  charge, 
tbe  masters  were  removed,  and  one  would  reasonably  expect  that,  in  timt, 
these  nautical  nurses  would  have  been  dispensed  with  altogether.  Thii, 
unfortunately  for  the  service,  was  not  the  case,  for  owing  to  influences  which 
are  uncommonly  active  in  the  present  day,  a  practice  was  re-ad<4)ted  which 
our  forefathers,  with  greater  practical  wisdom,  had  detected  the  evil  o(  snd 
partially  remedied. 

By  imperceptible  degrees,  and  flrom  no  mysterious  cause,  the  face  of  hold- 
ing, or  having  held  master's  rank,  became  a  bar  to  adviincement.    For  some 
time  before  the  French  Revolution  promotions  in  the  navy  were  rare^  lod 
were  confined  to  those  possessing  interest,  hot  matters  became  eotirelj 
changed  when  war  broke  out  in  1793;  captain's  and  lieutenant*8  commieiiooi 
were  coveted  prizes  to  young  men  of  spirit,  and  those  among  them  qaslified 
for  the  performance  of  tbe  duties  of  master,  naturally  shrunk  fhwn  aode^ 
taking  them.     This  aversion  to  the  office  was  not  to  be  overcome  by  certsiD 
specious  inducements  held  out  to  them,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
officers  qualified  to  navigate  our  ships  eventually  became  so  great,  that 
merchant  captains  were  at  once  admitted  as  masters,  without  any  previoiM 
service  in  tbe  navy.    It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  directly  these  recnuti 
understood  the  exact  nature  of  their  new  position,  they  became  unwilling  to 
remain,  for  the  ships*  muster-books  of  the-period  inform  us  that  these  scting 
masters  deserted  in  some  instances,  and  that  two  of  them  who  had  obtained 
leave  to  go  to  Loudon  to  pass  at  the  Trinity  House,  never  returned,  baviog, 
no  doubt,  thought  it  as  honourable,  and  more  profitable,  to  resume  their  old 
commands.     But  mark  the  contrast, — the  man  who,  though  qualified  for  the 
master's  appointment,  took  that  of  master's  mate  instead,  would,  by  fbrtvoe, 
if  not  by  merit,  obtain  a  lieutenant's  commission,  and  possibly  an  admiral'i 
flag  in  tbe  end. 

In  1803,  as  with  the  intention  of  still  further  degrading  the  master  sod 
depriving  him  of  all  hope,  an  order  in  Council  was  piomulgated  to  tbe  effect 
that  "  no  person  who  had  been  a  master  by  warrant,  or  by  order  actbug  as 
mtehi  should  be  eligible  for  promotion  to  lieutenant,  aUhough  he  might  haM 
served  his  six  years  as  midshipman  pretnausly  to  his  tahing  suoh  an  appfM^ 
menC  It  was  in  harmony  with  the  above  enlightened  order  that  tbe  lst« 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  while  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  answer  to  an  M.P. 
who  sought  the  promotion  of  a  midshipman  16  or  17  years  standing  replied, 

**  that  upon  examination  of  the  books,  it  was  found  Mr. bad  been 

acting  as  a  master,  and,  eonseqmendy^  could  not  be  promoted  to  a  lieuteosot's 
commission."  We  are  at  no  loss  to  understand  the  cause  of  this  besrtiesi 
injustice,  as  it  is  very  apparent..  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  tbe  introductioa 
of  the  sons  of  the  aristocracy  and  men  of  influence  into  the  service  wu 
beneficial  in  many  respects,  as  it  gave  a  tone  and  consequence  to  the  nsv/f 
but  there  is  no  royal  road  to  efficiency,  and  as  these  ofibhoots  of  a  fortunate 
growth  felt  a  natural  repugnance  to  a  Trinity  House  ezaminatioD,  we  ctnnot 
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fed  torpiised  that  tLey  made  uae  of  their  ioflaence  to  substitute  for  the 
appearance  at  Tower  Hill,  the  easier  ordeal  of  a  Somerset  House  scrutiny, 
where  the  test  of  fitness,  often  confined  to  the  power  of  answering  the  kind, 
rather  than  the  searching  questions,-—*'  How  is  your  honourable  papa  or 
mamnoa?"  and  "  Will  you  take  a  glass  of  wine  P"  at  once  placed  the  fortu- 
nate and  youthful  officer  on  the  road  to  a  poBt-captain*s  commission  and  a- 
flag.  But  the  very  fact  of  its  being  no  longer  necessary  for  a  captain  to  have 
passed  a  master's  examination,  rendered  the  retention  of  the  master  as  a 
**  permanent  institution"  a  matter  of  necessity,  for  upon  him  would  mainly 
depend  the  safety  of  ship  and  crew.  Consciences,  however,  are  occasionally 
subject  to  qualms,  and  the  order  in  Council  of  1803  appearing  to  have  been 
considered  as  going  too  far,  it  was  rescinded  in  1805  by  another,  which,  if 
leas  degrading  to  the  master,  was  hardly  less  impolitic.  It  graciously  per- 
mitted the  eligibility  of  masters  to  promotion  to  the  rank  ofUnimeaid  in  cases 
of  merit,  bat  it  left  all  dependant  upon  the  arbitrary  selection  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  that  distinguished  serTices  in 
cutting-out  expeditions,  and  being  frequently  gazetted  among  the  wounded, 
were  not  regarded  aa  establishing  any  claim  to  advancement.  In  «)e  or  two 
instances,  however,  the  services  performed  by  these  oflicers  were  of  too 
brilliant  a  nature  to  admit  of  their  being  overlooked ;  Sir  Richard  Strachan's 
master  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  advancement,  and  the  master  of  the 
Amethyst  received  a  like  reward  after  her  capture  of  the  Thetis,  a  miserable 
dole  of  honours  this,  truly,  to  a  class  of  officers  who,  in  common  with  others, 
fought,  bled,  and  bore  themselves  right  nobly  against  the  enemies  of  their 
country  during  the  last  French  wars.  Coming  to  more  reeent  times,  the 
well  known  and  meritorious  Captain  W.  H.  Hall  has  also  been  fortunate 
enough  to  **  break  the  blockade,'*  and  edcape  the  lot  of  his  compeers. 
Exceptional  circumstances,  however,  operated  in  bringing  this  about,  for 
having  ao  absolute  command  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  he 
was  able  to  place  his  '*  Nemesis*'  in  the  position  best  calculated  to  do  service, 
and  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  feats  called  forth  the  admiration  of  his  associates, 
and  proved  at  the  same  time  that  the  experience  he  had  gained  as  a  master 
in  the  navy  was  of  no  mean  order.  Had  he  unfortunately  been  master  of 
the  flagship,  or  in  command  of  a  Government  vessel  for  instance,  the  annals 
of  the  war  in  which  he  was  engaged  inform  us  that  his  gain  would  have  been 
•uSit  and  his  well  earned  promotion,  consequently,  serves  to  bring  out  in  strong 
relief  the  disabilities  which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  have  crushed 
the  spirit  of  this  valuable  officer. 

The  historic  record  of  the  rank  may  be  brought  down  to  the  present  day 
by  a  reference  to  only  a  few  more  examples  of  administrative  justice. 
Several  of  these  instances  may  be  considered  trivial,  but  truth  embraces  the 
minutest  details,  and  the  smallest  matter  is,  productive  of  either  good  or 
eviL  The  facts  I  shall  advert  to  are,  at  least,  so  fiu*  important  that  they 
serve  to  indicate  the  existence  of  a  settled  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  in  dealing  with  the  class  of  master  to  subordinate  these  holders  of 
an  office  of  trust,  and  on  all  but  undivided  responsibility. 
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Under  the  old  regulatioos,  the  rank  of  the  master  of  the  Fleet,  an  officer 
who  is  second  only  to  the  admiral  in  responsibilitj,  and  upon  whom  the 
safety  of  every  ship  in  the  fleet  mainly  depends,  was  not  very  clearly  deBned, 
but  as  he  was  directed  to  wear  the  uniform  of  a  commander,  it  was  natarally 
supposed  that  the  poor  master  had  a  prospect,  for  onco  in  his  official  life,  of 
■  being  free  from  the  control  of  the  junior  lieutenant ;  the  regulations  of  1844, 
however,  quickly  dispelled  the  illusion,  for  they  left  him  subject  to  the 
vagaries  of  a  beardless  boy  who  might  enjoy  the  accident  of  a  lieutensnt*i 
commission. 

Greenwich  Hospital,  that  refuge  for  the  destitute,  opened  its  portals  to 
every  officer  in  the  service,  but  closed  them  against  the  master.  This  dis- 
ability was  not  removed  till  the  year  1846:  at  the  present  time  there  sre  hot 
two  masters  receiving  pensions  from  that  establishment,  while  the  advaotsge 
is  enjoyed  by  fifty-four  lieutenants. 

The  sons  of  masters  were  not  eligible  for  admission  to  the  Naval  College 
at  Portsmouth  during  the  time  of  its  existence. 

The  command  of  packets  and  appointments  to  the  ordinary,  given  to 
masters  for  the  express  reason  that  they  were  not  eligible  for  promotion, 
were,  in  recent  times,  taken  away  from  them. 

A  naval  and  military  commission  in  1840  resulted  in  an  improvement  of 
the  positions  of  lieutenants,  surgeons,  and  paymasters,  but  the  masters  were 
not  allowed  a  **  hem  standi,**  though  they  prayed  by  a  memorial  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  by  another  to  our  gracious  Queen  in  Council,  that  their  case  also 
might  be  taken  into  consideration. 

It  is  a  general  remark  among  naval  officers  that,  in  the  hydrograpbic 
branch  of  the  navy,  essentially  a  civil  service,  and  where  the  masters  form  a 
large  proportion  of  the  officers  employed,  there  has  been  no  promotion  to  the 
master  for  surveying  services  (for  the  change  of  rank  in  one  instance  from 
master  to  lieutenant  does  not  fall  under  this  head),  while  it  has  been 
liberally  bestowed  upon  the  other  officers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
present  committee  will  call  for  a  return  of  the  facts  bearing  upon  this  point. 

The  office  of  roaster  of  the  fleet  is  held  forth  as  the  staff  appointmeot  of 
the  master's  class,  but  no  officer  of  this  rank  is  attached  to  the  fleets  now  in 
commission,  though  they  are  duly  provided  with  staff*  officers  of  the  other 
grades,  as  captains  of  the  fleet,  inspectors  of  machinery,  &c. 

An  Admiralty  circular,  No.  384,  published  on  the  1st  of  September,  1859, 
establishing  a  scale  of  travelling  expenses  for  officers  employed  on  the  home 
station,  provided  an  allowance  for  subsistence  of  £l  per  diem  to  commandeit, 
but  to  the  masters  of  the  fleet  who  ranks  with  those  officers,  ten  shillings 
only. 

And  lastly  (not  to  multiply  instances),  in  1846  the  Queen  atuchedbcr 
signature  to  an  order  in  Council,  providing  for  the  advancement  of  such 
masters  as  might  **  distinguish  themselves*'  to  the  rank  of  commander,  s 
resolution  apparently  condemnatory  of  the  past,  and  promising  for  the  future. 
But  mark  the  result  I  The  Russian  war  took  place,  and  it  was  productive  of 
promotion  in  the  advancement  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  mate  to  be  lieu- 
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tenanis,  of  one  handred  and  twenty,  lieutenants  to  be  commanders,  and  of  up- 
wards of  fifiy  commanders  to  be  captains,  in  addition  to  which,  fifty-seven  of 
the  captailis  were  decorated  with  the  Companionship  of  the  Bath,  and  some  of 
that  nomber  had  also  good  appointments  and  pensions  bestowed  upon  them, 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  their  services  not  meeting  with  a  due  reward. 
Sorely  among  the  recipients  of  such  a  profuse  distribution  of  honours,  the 
masters,  having  the  order  in  Council  of  1846  to  back  them,  came  in  for  the 
crumbs  firom  the  prodigal  table  !  Not  so.  Though  many  of  them  were 
gaxetted  for  acts  of  bravery,  the  order  was  not  carried  out  in  a  single  instance 
hy  the  promotion  of  a  master  to  commander  ^  as  (herein  provided  for, 

Bot  though  the  authorities  did  not  so  recognise  the  services  performed  by 
masters,  distinguished  services  were,  nevertheless,  performed  by  them.  Take 
an  instance  or  two.  The  pioneer  who  found  out  the  road,  and  led  the  way 
iuto  the  Sea  of  Azof,  and  thus  enabled  many  of  the  fortunate  class  to  obtain 
their  honours,  was  a  master.  The  man  who  guided  the  expedition  to  the 
capture  of  Einburn,  was  a  master.  The  men  who  peeped  into  the  Baltic, 
and  as  the  result  of  that  peep,  took  vessels  through  tracks  which  their  pre- 
decessors in  former  wars  never  attempted,  were  masters.  The  man  to  whom 
was  committed  the  highly  responsible  duty  of  conducting  across  the  North 
8ea  and  into  the  Baltic,  the  first  French  army  ever  embarked  in  an  English 
fleet,  was  a  master.  The  men  who  surveyed  the  channels,  and  picked  op  the 
infernal  machines  of  the  Russians,  were  masters.  The  man  who  assisted, 
and  mainly  directed,  in  forcing  a  vessel  through  one  hundred  miles  of  ice,  so 
as  to  obtain  information  of  the  enemy's  movements,  was  a  master.  He  who 
conceived  the  ingenuous  plan  whereby  the  British  army  was  landed  in  the 
Crimea  with  safety  and  dispatch ;  who,  as  Lord  Raglan  observed,  did  more 
for  the  army  than  any  one,  and  without  whose  help  Lord  Lyons  averred 
<*  the  army  could  not  have  gone  to  the  Crimea  that  season,"  was  a  master, 
and  the  same  officer  commanded  a  powerfnl  steamer  in  the  sea  attack  upon 
SebastopoL  These  services,  like  those  of  his  compeers  were,  we  must  sup- 
pose, held  to  be  merely  commonplace,  but  the  command  of  a  ship  under  fire 
was  characterised  as  '*  distinguished"  wh^n  performed  by  lieutenants  and 
commanders,  and  these  latter  ^ere  therefore  promoted  without  exception, 
while  the  unfortunate  but  gallant  Roberts,  whose  important  services  to  his 
country  we  have  just  epitomised,  was  passed  over.  This  ill-used  man,  while 
approaching  a  premature  end  shortly  afterwards,  and  smarting  under  a  sense 
of  unmerited  neglect,  petitioned  with  his  dying  breath  that  their  Lordships' 
would  rank  his  services  among  the  "  distinguished'*  ones,  and  for  once  carry 
out  the  order  in  Council  of  1846  by  promoting  him  to  commander.  Though 
his  strong  claims  upon  the  Government  had  been  recognised  by  Lord  Raglan, 
and  were  backed  by  Lord  Lyons,  and,  though  the  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  invited  to  theix  nature  and  to  their  merit,  poor  Roberts 
pleaded  in  vain;  he  failed  in  reaching  the  goal  of  every  deserving  and 
aspiring  officer,  and  shortly  afterwards  died  a  master.  With  this  case,  which 
I  find  detailed  in  a  small  work,  entitled  '*  The  Service  and  the  Reward," 
published  by  Oakey  of  10,  Paternoster  Row,  and  which  cannot  be  too  widely 
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circulated,  I  close  this  painfiil  record  of  systematic  ii^ostice,  for  painibl  it 
must  be  to  those  who  possess  a  spark  of  proper  feeling,  or  who  undeistand 
what  is  meant  by  an  Englishman's  'Move  of  fair  play.** 

In  the  foregoing  narrative  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  brief,  but  truthfiil 
sketch  of  the  origin,  former  position,  and  gradual  declension  of  the  rank  of 
master  in  the  navy  down  to  our  own  day.  I  have  pointi?d  out  that  the 
appointment  of  this  class  of  officer  was  intended  to  supply  a  temporary  want, 
and  that  it  was  only  calculated  to  answer  a  temporary  purpose.  I  have 
shown  that,  as  the  causes  which  made  it  expedient  to  constitute  an  ex- 
ceptional grade  f<Hr  the  performance  of  a  specific  duty  ceised  to  exist,  and 
our  ancestors  were  gradually  accommodating  themselves  to  the  change,  an 
exclusive  and  selOsh  element  was  introduced  into  the  service,  and  claimed 
its  immunities.— that  this,  in  turn,  resulted  in  such  an  alteration  in  the 
position  and  the  prospects  of  the  master  that,  the  working  and  the  fighting 
which  led  to  the  distinction  of  his  predecessors  in  former  days  were  allowed 
no  longer  to  stand  him  in  stead  ;  that  he  was  gradually  degraded  and  ren- 
dered  ineligible  for  advancement,  and  so  it  remains  to  the  present  hour. 

The  increase  of  pay  which  masters  have  received  in  recent  times,  in  com* 
mon  with  other  officers,  will  be  adverted  to  hereafter.  I  hav«  purposely 
confined  the  foregoing  remarks  to  a  description  of  the  nature  of  the 
master^s  rank,  and  of  the  disabilities  attached  to  it  ;  the  evil  effect  of  this 
upon  the  executive  branch  of  the  service  generally,  I  will  point  out. 

(To  be  Continued,) 


PRINCE  OF  WALES'  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

This  Club  on  Tuesday  21  at  of  May  commenced  the  yachting  season  on  the 
Thames,  and  a  better  day  could  hardly  have  been  selected  ;  the  weather  was 
delightful  for  the  pleasure  seekers,  with  just  sufficient  wind  to  give  satisfiic* 
tion  to  the  aquatic  portion.  The  Oread  with  a  tolerably  fiiir  company  sped 
from  the  Blackwall  pier  between  11  and  12  a.  m.  and  proceeded  to  Eritb, 
where  we  found  the  following  yachts  riding  quietly,  with  their  canvas  ready 
for  hoistiogt  and  ready  to  do  battle  for  the  honour  as  well  as  the  gratification 
of  winning  the  cup, 

m 

Numbered  a$  in  OunVe  Tacki  Liet/or  1861. 


No. 

82 

1243 

1059 
825 
523 


MuMBof  Yachts 

Bessie 

Why  Not? 

Violet 

Rifleman 

Jessie 


Rig- 

Toni^ 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

9 

cotter 

7 

cutter' 

7 

Ownera. 


BuUden. 


J.  H.  Hedge,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Gray,  Esq. 
Lord  de  Bos 
W.  E.  Qade,  Esq. 
R.  Hewett,  Esq. 


Harvey 

Hatcher 

Aldoua 

Aldous 

Tnckwell 


The  appearance  of  these  vessels  gave  promise  of  a  good  match — two  of 
them  (the  Bessie  and  Why  Not)  were  new  boats,  and  from  its  being  known 
that  their  respective  builders  would  sail  them,  much  speculation  was  rife,  as 
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it  leetned  to  be  the  generafi  opioion  that  one  of  these  reiseb  Would  be  dM 
fictor.  The  good  ihip  Violet  however  wM  dot  with<mt  her  adndren,  the 
well«kno#n  homnirable  ind  fair  sailiDg  of  ber  owner  being  a  gtrarattf  ee  that 
she  wovld  be  sailed  io  win  if  p<Maible.  The  Rifletnan  waa  not  ihonght  of  as 
a  winner,  and  the  Jearie  was  known  to  be  onlj  entered  td  make  np  the 
match,  ahe  not  being  in  the  leatt  prepared  ibr  racing. 

The  aignal  ibr  starting  was  flred  aboM  I2h.  30i!n.  30i.  Violet's  crew  with 
■orpriaiug  alertness  first  set  mainsail,  and  was  first  catrt^d!,  but  Jessie  being 
in  the  strength  of  the  tide  took  the  lead.  In  setting  topsails  the  Biftematt 
was  first,  Bessie  and  Why  Not  had  some  little  dilficnlty  id  ^editing  thii 
nMUM)ett?re,  however,  after  sorrte  ifew  sec^onds  the  whole  fleet  were  fitxrly  on 
their  ootrrse.  The  Violet  wrested  the  le^  fi^om  Jessie,  and  th^y  wetit 
tfaroogh  the  Rands  in  the  following  order:— Violet,  Jessie,  Why  Not,  Bifle* 
many  and  Bessie  last.  Up  went  sqnaresails,  and  we  were  rikther  surprised  at 
the  small  apology  set  by  Why  Not,  whieh  in  comparison  was  otily  ti  pocket 
handkerchief.  However,  the  "  wise  men  of  the  Itchen"  knew  what  they 
were  about.  The  wind  which  b«kf  been  about  N.  W.,  at  starting  shifted  a 
point  or  two  in  traversing  Long  Reach,  and  they  all  jibed,  when  (he  South- 
ampton pet  catching  a  breeze  she  dashed  past  the  Jessie  and  took  second 
pbee ;  the  Bessie  gradually  overhauled  aucf  passed  the  Rifleman. 

In  this  order  they  rsttled  through  Long  Reach,  the  Bessie  evidently  leA- 
ssniMg  the  distance  between  the  Jessie  and  herself,  and  in  passing  through 
Fidter'a  Reach  the  breese  freshened,  the  BieSsfe  here  showed  titat  she  was 
pDs^etted  of  racing  powers^  for  when  off  (^rays  she  shot  ahead  of  Jessie,  and 
DOW  the  Twee  betweer^  the  thre^  fAvdtfrites'  absorbed  the  attention  of  (he 
oompoiiy  on  boanrd  the  CM  steamei^.  When  pitsSing  Grs:?e'send  the  Violet 
was  still  leading,  followed  by  Why  Not. 

In  passing  through  ifhe  Hope  the  Why  Kot  endeav6ured  to  pass  through 
the  Viotelf S  lee  but  Wissf  stopped,  n6t  attempting  to  pass  to  windwiird.  In 
the  meantime  Beoiier  was  faking  tracks,  and  when  6ff  Shell  Hav^n  vfsii 
eoming  up  fhst  to  the  lea^ng  vessels ;  here  tlie'  Why  Not  agsfn  tried  to  p&s4 
Violet,  suddenly  shooting  astern  of  her,  pi&ssed  to  windward,  and  thus  sue* 
eeeded  in  being  the  first  roond  the  steamer  oS^  th6  Chapman. 

The  time  was  as  fbllo^ft-^ 

a.  m,  s 

Why  Not. 3    4    24 

Violet 3    4    45 

Bessie 3    6    25 

Thus  half  the  match  was  accomplished  with  a  flowing  sail— ^th^  time  occu«> 
pied  by  the  first  vessel  being  2h.  31m.  S6s.  at  the  rate  of  9  milea  an  hour. 

Previous  to  rounding,  the  Why  Not  prepaied  ta  beat  back  by  shifting  her 
topsail,  and  she  had  scatcely  got  clear  of  the  steamer  when  she  encountered 
so  obstruction  from  a  sailing  vessel ;  this  enabled  the  Violet  to  make  up  for 
lost  time,  and  she  passed  well  to  windward  of  the  leading  eompetititor. 
The  Bessie,  now  began  to  shake  her  feathers,  and  awaken  to  the  knowledge 
that,  it  was  time  to  look  sharp,  if  she  meant  winnmg.   She  made  long  tracks, 

wo.  6. — ^voL.  X,  2  F 


h.  m.    s. 

Rifleman 8    7     0 

Jessie 8  14    80 
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and  in  the  third  board  pasted  the  V^hj  Not,  and  Violet,  to  windward,  and 
DOW,  it  waa  very  uncertain  which  had  the  best  of  the  race.  Ultimately, 
the  Why  Not,  by  making  short  boards,  gradually  drew  ahead,  and  had  not 
she  met  with  an  unfortunate  ^  atopper"  off  Thames  HaveD,  ber  chance  of 
winning  was  exceedingly  good.  The  mischance  we  allude  to,  waa  rather 
surprising,  considering  that  the  pilot  and  the  crew  know  every  inch  of  the 
river.  However,  accidents  will  occur  to  the  best,  and  we  regret  it  waa  so  oo 
this  occasion.  The  little  vessel,  in  standing  over  to  the  north  shore  touched 
the  ground,  where  the  hung  three  or  four  minutes,  which  enabled  Beasie  to 
take  advantage  of,  and  pass  her.  Every  legitimate  exertion  on  the  part  of 
Why  Not's  crew  was  made  to  get  her  off,  which  at  length  was  sucoessful,  bat 
that  lost  time,  lost  her  the  first  prize,  and  it  was  fortunate  for  her  the  Violet 
was  some  distance  astern,  or  the  second  prize  even  would  have  been  lost 
The  breeze  shortly  after  freshened,  the  Bessie  drew  away,  keefnag  the  lead' 
and  finally,  they  rounded  the  flag-buoy  as  follows ; — 


h.  m»  s. 

Bessie  7  36  35 

Why  Not    7  39  0 

Violet  7  60  16 


h.   m*     s. 

Rifleman 8     IS    15 

Jessie  8    55      0 


This  was  a  time  race,  and  the  Bessie  had  to  allow  half  a  minute  per  ton, 
for  difference  of  tonage,  therefore,  she  only  became  entitled  to  the  first  prize 
by  Im.  258.,  and  the  Why  Not  received  second  prize.  After  the  protest  made 
by  Lord  De  Ros,  had  been  investigated  by  the  Sailing  Committee,  it 
appears  the  Why  Not  was  pushed  off  by  means  of  a  shore  apor,  and  his 
lordship  thought  the  rules  forbade  such  leverage.  On  being  informed  that, 
the  rules  did  not  make  any  mention  of  such  acts,  the  protest  waa  inunediately 
and  cheeriuUj  withdrawn. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Adams,  the  Vice-Commodore,  presented  the  prizes ;  the  flnt 
to  Mr.  Iledge,  the  owner  of  the  Bessie ;  the  second,  to  Mr.  D.  Hatcher,  as 
the  representative  of  Mr.  Gray,  the  owner  of  the  Why  Not.  The  first 
prize,  was  a  silver  cup,  value  20/.,  given  by  the  Commodore :  the  other,  a 
silver  cup,  value  102.,  given  by  Mr.  A.  Turner. 

During  the  presentation  of  the  first  prize,  we  observed  Mr.  Harvey,  and 
Mr.  Hatcher,  standing  arm  in  arm,  each  actuated  by  the  kindest  feeling  to 
the  other.  This  is  the  way  such  matches  should  end,  and  we  heartily  hope 
that  good  feeling  will  continue  through  life. 

Having  alluded  to  the  builders,  we  will  give  a  slight  opinion  of  the  cnft. 
The  Bessie  is  long,  and  looks  of  greater  tonnage  than  she  actually  is.  She 
is  very  quick  in  stays,  in  fact,  on  several  occasions  she  appeared  as  thoagb 
placed  on  a  pivot,  she  wore  so  quickly  without  losing  way  in  the  least.  She 
was  also  more  suitably  canvassed  than  her  competitor.  The  Why  Not,  is  an 
exceeding  good  sea  boat  for  her  tonnage,  and  like  the  generality  of  Hatcher's 
craft  there  is  no  lack  of  speed,  and  any  vessel  of  her  tonnage  will  maet  a 
formidable  opponent  in  the  Why  Not. 
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PRIVATE  SAILING  MATCH. 

A  8HART  little  affiiir  came  off  on  the  Thames  the  beginDing  of  last  week,  in 
the  shape  of  a  fiiendly  match  between  the  Eva,  20  tons,  Mr.  W.  R.  Gade, 
and  the  Amazon,  46  tons,  Mr.  H.  Smith.  The  course,  from  Gravesend  to 
the  Nore  and  return  to  Erith ;  time  for  tonnage,  one  minute  per  ton ,  the 
start  to  take  place  when  both  vessels  were  under  way.  The  wind  was  N.E., 
blowing  very  fresh.  The  Amazon  made  sail  with  second  jib  and  a  reef  in 
the  mainsail ;  the  Eva  with  two  reefs  down,  but  with  a  good  sized  jib.  The 
Amazon  hove  to  for  her  opponent,  and  when  fairly  abreast  a  short  way  below 
Gravesend  both  started  on  their  course — the  Amazon  being  to  leeward — at 
llh.82.  The  Audaz,  Mr.JohnstoU)  came  down  astern  with  third  jib  and  single- 
reefed  mainsail,  and  the  Shadow,  Mr.  Marshall,  afterwards  joined  company 
off  Mucking  Light,  under  snug  canvas.  A  couple  of  boards  were  made  in 
the  Lower  Hope,  the  little  Eva  standing  up  well  through  the  puffs  and 
•HppiDg  through  the  water  beautifully,  while  the  bold  Amazon  led  the  way 
well  at  the  upper  part  of  Sea  Reach,  with  her  sails  just  full.  The  wind  here 
lalled  a  trifle,  and  the  Amazon  shook  out  the  reef  in  the  mainsail,  sent  up 
her  topmast,  and  set  a  jib-headed  topsail,  which,  in  our  opinion,  would  have 
been  much  better  in  the  sail-room,  for  it  never  stood  properly  until  after 
rooDding.  The  Audax  and  Shadow  came  bowliog  along  together,  the  latter 
boidiog  very  good  way,  while  the  Amazon  forged  well  ahead,  and  passed 
Southend  Pier  at  Ih.  Im.,  and  rounded  the  Nore  at  Ih.  19m.,  having  put  her 
oose  well  into  it  for  the  last  quarter  of  an  hour,  with  her  lee  deck  well 
washed.  The  Eva  came  boldly  on,  and  really  made  wonderful  weather  of 
it,  considering  the  tumble  there  was  on,  and  rounded  at  Ih.  35m.  The 
Miliog  was  now  free,  but  the  tide  was  running  down  apace,  and  likely  to  do 
10  till  long  after  Erith  should  be  reached.  About  the  head  of  Sea  Reach 
the  Eva  shook  out  her  reefs,  and  afterwards  set  a  gaff-topsail.  Gravesend  was 
passed  by  the  Amazon  at  3h.  40m.  and  Erith  at  4h.  54m.,  the  Eva  coming 
up  at  5b.  38m.,  being  a  difference  of  forty-four  minutes,  or  eighteen  minutes 
over  the  time  allowed.  From  what  we  saw  of  the  Amazon  that  day,  we 
believe  that  she  is  improved  by  the  docking  of  her  spars  and  canvas.  The 
pace  was  certainly  very  good — a  little  over  four  hours  from  Gravesend,  round 
tbe  Nore,  and  back,  the  latter  part  against  a  good  tide.  The  Eva  is  a  pretty 
little  craft,  but  was  overpowcd  by  her  antagonist  in  such  weather. — Bell's 
life. 


RANELAGH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

On  the  25th  ult.,  we  attended  this  above  bridge  match,  and  if  we  had  not 
*ceo  tbe  obstructions  the  vessels  had  to  contend  with,  we  should  certainly 
act  give  credit  to  the  perseverance  that  was  displayed  on  the  occasion.  The 
^goal  gun  to  take  stations  was  to  fire  at  Ih  15m.,  but  from  barges  towed  by 
*teatntug8  being  in  the  way,  the  whole  affair  had  to  be  newly  arranged,  and 
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instead  of  going  to  the  Wandlc,  the  flag-buoj  wau  moored  off  Wandawoith 
pier. 

The  following  yachts  contended :— Little  Vixen.  41  tons,  Mr.  J.  Gardner, 
Clara,  7  tons,  S.  A.  Moore,  and  Mayfly,  3J  tons,  Mr.  Roe. 

Mr.  Royston's  Ben  Webster,  4  tons,  and  Spray,  ^  tons,  Mr.  Haines,  did 
not  sail,  why  the  former  was  absent,  we  cannot  say,  but  we  regret  to  add 
that,  the  Spray,  capsized  before  the  time  of  starting  and  drifted  with  the  tide 
to  the  new  railway  bridge. 

The  Little  Vixen,  took  the  lead  at  starting,  and  notwithstanding  the  press 
of  canvas  of  Clara,  she  rounded  the  buoy  off  Wandsworth,  some  distance 
ahead,  but  when  sailing  free,  the  squaresail  of  Clara,  told  in  her  favour,  and 
on  completing  the  first  round,  she  was  ahead,  but  the  Little  Vixen  a^ 
gained  the  lead,  which  she  kept  throughout  the  two  following  rounds,  winning 
the  chief  prize,  a  silver  cup,  value  12/.,  given  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  the  Clara 
received  the  second  prize,  value  61,  given  by  Mr.  Roe.  The  whole  affair 
was  completed  by  6  p.m.,  and  a  pleasant  voyage  to  Richmond  and  back, 
concluded  the  first,  and  we  should  suppose,  the  last  match  of  the  Eanelagb 
Tacht  Club,  above  bridge. 


MEMORANDA  OF  YACHT  CLUB  MEETINGS. 

Royed  St,  Oeargt^s  Yacht  CW.— The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  club 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  May  7,  when  there  was  a  very  numerous  attendance  of 
members.  The  following  noblemen  and  gentlemen  were  elected  oflicers  rf 
the  club  for  the  ensuing  year :— Commodore,  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham ; 
Vice- Commodore,  Capt.  R.  J.  Henry;  Rear- Commodore,  A.  E.  Bowen,  Esq.; 
Committee,  Charles  Vernon,  E.  J.  Armstrong,  Edward  Uomsby,  Hon.  George 
Handcock,  Sir  Jocelyn  Coghill,  Bart.,  Major  Sir  Henry  Marsh,  Bart,, 
Lowry  Balfour,  R.  Bayly,  Burton  Irwin,  Thomas  Worthington,  W.  Roche, 
E.  J.  Barton,  Esqrs.,  Captain  Graham,  and  Major  Edwards.  The  report 
of  the  outgoing  committee  was  read  and  passed  by  acclamation,  and  the 
statement  of  accounts  afforded  the  highest  gratification.  The  balance  at 
the  club  bankers  was  shown  to  be  £1,400,  and  a  sum  of  jC164  invested  in 
government  stock.  The  wine  in  the  club  cellars  was  valued  at  £600.  Tbe 
various  new  rules  proposed  by  the  committee,  limiting  the  balloting  of 
members  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  each  month  from  April  to  October,  and 
allowing  any  number  of  candidates  to  be  put  up  at  once,  instead  of,  as  here- 
tofore, balloting  every  week,  and  limiting  the  number  of  candidates  to  eight, 
were  carried  with  hardly  a  dissenting  observation  ;  also  a  rule  requiring  the 
names  of  candidates  to  be  posted  fourteen  days,  instead  of  seven,  as  was  tbe 
former  custom.  The  proceedings  were  brought  to  a  conclusion  in  tbe  moit 
satisfactory  manner,  and  the  members  then  adjourned  to  the  banquetting 
saloon,  where  the  usual  dinner,  held  annually  upon  such  occasions,  was 
served  in  the  style  for  which  the  steward  and  chef  of  this  club  have  become 
famous.    Owing  to  the  unavwdable  absence  of  the  noble  Commodore,  ^ai 
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also  that  of  the  Vice*  Commodore,  who  was  uDfortunateljr  detained  in 
Loudon  at  the  Admiralty  Court,  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  Hon.  Geoige 
Handcock,  and  the  vice -chair  by  the  senior  trustee  of  the  club,  £.  J.  Araa- 
ttrong,  Esq.  The  u^ual  loyal  toasts  vere  ably  proposed  by  the  chairman* 
and  enthuaiaatically  received.  The  army  was  reaponded  to  by  Msjor  Percy 
Lee,  and  the  navy  by  Admiral  Sir  Barton  Macnamara.  The  health  ojf!  the 
ehairmao  waa  very  ably  proposed  and  aa  suitably  responded  to,  as  alao  that 
of  the  committee.  1  he  meeting  waa  altogether  of  the  most  agreeable 
character.  The  club-house  has  been  newly  decorated  and  re-painted,  and 
reflecta  the  highest  credit  upon  the  taste  and  judgment  of  those  upon  whom 
the  duty  devolved  A  large  number  of  yachts  are  fitting  out,  whose  namea 
shall  be  duly  chronicled  as  they  arrive  upon  the  station. 

Rcyal  Victoria  Yacht  Club, — I'he  Annual  General  Meeting  of  this  club 
waa  held  the  24th  of  May,  at  the  Thatched  House  Tavern,  present,  George 
Holland  Ackers,  Esq.,  Commodore,  in  the  chair;  Admiral  Sir  Thomaa 
Cochrane,  k.cb.,  N.  P.  O'Shee,  Esq.,  J.  C.  Morice,  Esq.,  Pakenham  Mahon, 
Esq ,  J.  Fearon,  Esq.,  E.  J.  Smith,  Esq.,  Captain  Henderson,  C.  J. 
Alien  Maclean,  Esq ,  Thomas  Leach,  Esq.,  Samuel  Paynter,  Esq ,  T.  P. 
Cooke,  Esq.,  Lawrence  Behan.  Esq.,  J.  Lean,  Esq.,  H.  J.  Baxter,  Esq., 
Robert  Taylor,  Esq ,  George  Colin  Oliver,  Esq.,  &c. 

The  Committee  reported  the  satisftctory  state  of  the  club.  The  election 
of  Committee  and  Auditors,  together,  with  other  club  business,  waa  trana- 
acted,  and  the  meeting  terminated  by  a  vote  of  thanka  to  the  chairman. 

The  Regatta  waa  named  for  the  ISth  of  August,  and  following  days,  and 
it  waa  propoaed  to  give  a  prise  of  lOOi.  value  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  be- 
longing to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club,  and  two  of  the  value  of  50^  each,  to 
schooners  and  cutters  of  the  dub.  Other  details  to  be  settled  at  a  sub* 
sequent  meeting  of  the  Sailing  Committee. 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  LIFE-BOAT  INSTITUTION. 

A  MBSTiKG  of  this  Institution  was  held  on  Thursday,  the  2nd  ult.,  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  k.o.,  President  of  the  Society,  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present : — Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Herbert,  k.c.b..  Captain  Sir 
Edward  Perrott,  Bart.,  Thomas  Chapman,  Esq.,  T.K.a.,  Colonel  Palmer^ 
Bovesefeur,  Esq.,  Captain  Washington,  b.n.,  t.b.s.,  Hydrographer  of  the 
Admiralty ;  Captain  de  St.  Croix,  Captain  W.  H.  Hall,  b.m.,  o.b.  ;  Admiral 
Gator,  George  Lyal,  Esq.,  ic.p.,  and  Admiral  Bullock. 

Mr.  Lewia,  the  Secretary,  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting :— -A 
reward  of  6i.  lOs.  was  granted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution*a  life-boat,  sta- 
tioned at  Middlesborongh,  for  saving  the  crew  of  four  men  of  the  schooner 
Oregon,  off  Stonehaven,  which,  during  cloudy  and  boisteroua  weather,  had 
sunk  in  Tees  Bay.  Some  steam- tugs  had  previously  attempted  to  approach 
the  wrecks  but  found  it  impracticable  to  come  near  it.  The  life- boat  how. 
erer  ploughed  through  the  breakers  with  little  apparent  difficulty,  and  aoon 
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brought  the  poor  men,  who  had  taken  to  the  rigging,  safely  to  land.  EewBitb 
amounting  to  19L  10«.  were  also  given  to  the  crews  of  the  life-boats  of  the 
Institution  stationed  at  Margate,  Drogheda,  and  Arklow,  for  putting  off  to 
▼easels  in  reply  to  signals  of  distress,  but  which,  after  the  arrival  of  the  life- 
boats, had  got  out  of  their  dangerous  positions,  and  proceeded  on  tbnr 
▼oyages. 

The  Silver  Medal  of  the  Institution  was  voted  to  Captain  Goss,  a.ir., 
Inspecting  Commander  of  the  Coast  Guard  at  Queenstown,  who  had  prefi- 
ously  received  the  Gold  Medal  of  the  Society  for  some  distinguished  services, 
and  to  John  Starke,  together  with  2L  to  the  latter,  and  162.  to  their  boats* 
crew  of  eight  men,  for  putting  off  in  a  Coast  Guard  boat  duiing  a  truly  awfiil 
night,  and  rescuing,  by  means  of  the  rocket  apparatus,  which  was  fired  bj 
them  from  a  rock  over  which  the  sea  was  occasionally  breaking  heavily, 
twelve  out  of  thirteen  of  the  crew  of  the  Austrian  brig  Uredon.     It  appeared 
that  the  ship,  in  endeavouring  to  make,  in  the  night,  for  Cork  harbour, 
during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  S.W.  upon  a  dead  lee  shore,  drove  on  some 
isolated  rocks  off  Guilleen,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.    The 
aeas  in  their  fury  leaped  up  to  the  masts  on  which  the  poor  creatures  were 
crowded,  and  death  in  one  of  its  most  appalling  forms  stared  them  in  the 
face,  for  they  thought  that  it  was  impossible  for  help  to  reach  them  in  buch 
a  dangerous  place.     Indeed,  the  fury  of  the  storm,  the  lateness  of  the  night, 
and  the  apparent  inefficiency  of  the  means  of  succour  at  band — for  the 
nearest  life-boat  was  about  twenty-five  miles  distant — were  enough  to  appsl 
the  stoutest  hearts  to  attempt  a  rescue  under  such  circumstances.    However, 
the  attempt  was  made,  and  the  rescue,  after  six  hours  of  ceaseless  toil  and 
imminent  risk,  was  successfully  accomplished,  to  the  amazement  and  great 
gratification  of  twelve  of  the  ship's  crew,  one  of  their  mates  having  previ- 
ously thrown  himself  overboard  in  despair  and  been  lost.     The  vessel  in  a 
few  minutes  afterwards  went  to  pieces. 

The  Silver  Medal  of  the  Institution  was  also  voted  to  Lieutenant  Hatch* 
inson,  of  Kingstown,  and  Lieutenant  Parsons,  of  the  35th  Regiment,  in  testi- 
mony of  their  gallant  services  in  aiding  to  save  three  out  of  four  of  the 
crew  of  the  brigantine  Industry,  of  Whitehaven,  which,  during  the  memor- 
able gale  of  the  9th  of  February  last,  was  wrecked  off  Kingstown,  on  which 
occasion  Captain  Boyd,  s.n.,  and  his  brave  crew  unhappily,  but  noblji 
perished.  Lieutenant  Hutchinson,  in  rushing  mto  the  surf  to  save  the  mas- 
ter's life,  was  severely  injured  and  rendered  insensible,  in  which  state  be  was 
himself  rescued  by  some  other  men.  It  was  reported  that  the  Institution 
had,  during  the  past  month,  sent  new  life-boata  and  transporting  carriages  to 
Whitby,  in  Yorkshire;  and  to  Irvine,  in  Scotland.  A  powerfid  life-boat 
would  also  be  sent  in  a  week  or  so  to  Selsey,  near  Portsmouth.  Life-boats 
were  also  l>eing  built  by  the  Institution  for  Tynemouth,  in  Northumberlsod ; 
Scarborough,  in  Yorkshire,  and  other  places.  Altogether  the  Institudoo 
would  soon  have  a  hundred  and  twelve  life-boat  establishments  under  its 
charge,  towards  the  continued  maintenance  of  which,  in  a  state  of  efficiency, 
the  support  of  the  public  was  earnestly  solicited. 
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Mesm,  Foiresttt  had  reoeiyed  orders  to  build  another  powerful  life-boat 
tod  carriage  for  the  GoTemment  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  i^an  of 
those  of  the  Institution. 

A  legacy  of  6001.  was  announced  to  have  been  received  by  the  Institu- 
tion fix>m  the  late  Mrs.  Shedden  Watson,  who  wished  it  to  be  appropriated 
in  the  purchase  of  a  life-boat,  to  be  called  *^  The  Brave  Robert  Shedden,**  in 
memory  of  her  late  son,  who  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and 
had  been  round  the  world  in  his  own  yacht.  It  was  reported  that  a 
benevolent  gentleman  had  intimated  his  intention  to  bequeath  to  the  Insti- 
tution 3,000^.,  under  certain  conditions,  to  enable  it  to  place  two  or  three 
life-boats  on  the  coast. 

Ihe  thanks  of  the  Institution  were  voted  to  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Hutchesson, 

u,jL^  for  presenting  to  the  Society  180/.,  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  Dungeness 

life-boat,  and  201,  in  aid  of  its  general  funds.     Also,  the  Institution's  thanks 

to  a  lady  for  her  munificent  gift  of  200Z.  to  the  Institution.    The  Committee 

decided  on  exhibiting,  at  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1862,  one  of  its  first-class 

life-boats  on  her  transporting  carriage.    Payments   amounting  to   1,050^ 

hsTing  been  made  on  various  life-boat    establishments,  the  proceedings 
dosed. 


ADMIRALTY  WARRANXa 

[Having  been  favored  with  the  following  Admiralty  Order,  we  naturally 
itsoder  fi>r  what  purpose  the  information  sought  is  required,  and  in  the  ab- 
•eoce  of  that  knowledge,  we  are  lefb  to  suppose  that,  the  alteration  from  old 
to  new  measurement  will  be  the  result ;  but  should  such  be  the  case,  a  great 
number  of  yachts  will  be  dUfranchued,  unless  their  Lordships  also  alter  the 
present  privilege. — £i>.] 

Abmuultt,  19th  Aprils  1861. 

Sia,— I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
acquaint  you  that  they  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  Form  of  War- 
lot  which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  granting  to  Yachts,  authorizing  them  to 
wear  ipeclal  Ensigns,  in  which  Warrants  the  several  Yachts  are  very  inade- 
quately described,  and  that  my  Lords  have  decided  to  issue,  instead  thereof. 
Warrants  containing  additional  particulars,  as  shown  in  the  enclosed  Form, 
ud  which  are  to  be  substituted  for  those  hitherto  in  use,  as  soon  as  may  be 
pncticable. 

Hy  Lords  being,  however,  desirous  that  the  change  should  be  effected  with 
at  little  incouTenience  as  possible  to  the  several  Yacht  Clubs,  direct  me  to 
inform  you  that  if  you  will  transmit  to  me,  as  soon  as  you  can  do  so,  a  List  of 
aU  the  Yachto  belonging  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Club,  with  the  several 

PtrticuUrs  required  by  the  new  Fonn  of  Warrant,  the  same  will  be  prepared 
and  will  be  issued  on  and  after  the  1st  of  June  next  on  your  applying  for  them, 
aodon  your  tranimitting  at  the  same  time  the  Old  Warrant,  for  which  the 
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prapoted  Wurants  are  to  be  tabititated,  oKienlag  tbstnoiie  ofliiefbniier 
Form  will  remain  in  force  after  the  1st  of  Jannary^  1869. 

It  will  be  desirable  that  you  should  send  roe  a  List  of  the  Tachte  in  as  com- 
plete a  state  as  possible,  without  delay,  in  order  to  preTe«t  ineonTenienoe  totlie 
Owners  of  Yachts  when  exchanging  the  (Kd  for  the  New  Warrants  on  and 
after  the  Istof  Jane,  1861. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)  W.  G.  ROMAUTE. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Yacht  Club, 


By  the  Commiseioners  for  execuHmg  the  Office  (ff 
Lord  Migh  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  jpe. 
Whereas  we  deem  it  expedient  that  tlte  ,  one  of  the  ressels  of  (he 

Yacht  Club,  measuring         tone,  being       ftet       inches  in  len^ 
of  deck,  and       feet       inchetf  in  breadth  s  rigged  as- a  and  Beglstered 

at  the  Pert  of  ,  the  owner  of  the  Mid  Taeht  being 

shall  be  permitted  to  wear  the  Ensign  of  Her  If^eaty's  Ftoei  on  boaid 

the  said  vessel  with  the  distinguishing  Marks  of  the  Club  on  the 

We  do  therefore  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  us  warrant 
and  authorize  the  Ensign  of  Her  Majesty's  Fleet  with  the  diitis- 

guishing  Marks  of  the  Club  on  the  ,  to  be  worn  on  board  the 

accordingly  so  long  as  that  Vessel  shall  belong  to  a  member  of  the  said  Yacht 
Club. 
Giv«n  under  ovr  hands  and  the  Seal  of  the  Office  of  Admiran^  the 

^o  ,  Owner  of  the  ,  or  the  Master  or  Fersctt 

in  charge  of  the  said  Yacht  so  long  as  belonging  to  the  Yacht  Clah 

By  Command  of  thehr  Lordships* 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHE& 

Juae  1.— Royal  London  Yacht  Club  SaiUng  Matches  for  8rd  class,  and  yschti 
under  six  tong.  Erith  to  Coal-house  Point  and  baek  to  Greenwich 
Entries  elose  May  24  th. 

8.— Royal  Thamea  Yacht  Chib  Matches  for  1st  and  2nd  classes,  Erith 

to  the  Norc  and  back.    Entries  close  Ma^  27th, 
6.— KorfoUc  and  SuffoUt  Yaclit  Club  Match  at  Cantley. 
18.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  8rd  and  4th  classes,  and  an 
Extra  Mateh  tor  cutters  under  50  tons  which  have  never  won  a 
prize  in  the  R.T.Y.C.    Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  baqk.    Entritf 
dose  on  the  llth. 
37.^Qaeenstown  Yacht  dub  Regatta. 

29^Birkenhead  Model  Yaclit  Club  regatta. 

^ 

All  commumoationt  must  be  addrened  to  lAe  Editor,  6,  New  ChMreh  St  N,  W 
HUNT  fc  Co.  PrtotwiH  6  New  Church  Street,  Edgw»n»Besd,  N.W: 
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YACHTS  AND  YACHTING* 

Beuto  a  Descbiptzon  of  the  BaiLDiNO,  Masting,  Riooixo,  Sailivo  avd 

Qbneral  Maitaobmbnt  ov  Yachts. 

CHAPTER  XX. 

The  next  spar  that  demands  attention  is  "the  main-boom  :  tins  stick, 
one  of  the  niobt  important  in  a  yacht,  requires  careful  selection,  quite 
AS  much  as  the  mast  itself;  from  the  great  length  and  diameter  of 
Ihc  booms  carried  by  our  present  class  of  cutters,  it  is  essential  to 
obtain  in  a  spar  lightness  combined  with  great  strength ;  there  is  a 
tremendous  strain  upon  the  boom  of  a  cutter  yacht,  the  more  parti- 
cularly a  racing  craft,  and  although  the  weight  of  the  stick  is  well 
down  in  the  body  of  the  vessel,  yet  the  dimensions  requisite  to  ensure 
the  strength  required  to  withstand  this  great  strain,  involve  a  weight 
of  spar  that  seriously  influences  the  performance  of  a  vessel  in  a 
heavy  sea.  Let  any  yachtsman  watch  the  boom  of  a  cutter  when 
she  is  close-hauled,  with  a  fresh  breeze,  and  in  lumpy  water;  it  is 
perfectly  astonishing  how  it  will  buckle  and  spring  with  the  weight 
of  the  mainsail  on  the  clew,  and  to  look  at  such  a  stick  when  a  vessel 
is  lying  quietly  at  moorings,  it  appears  almost  a  stretch  of  credulity 
to  beheve  that  such  a  mass  of  solid  timber  would  yield  an  inch ;  and 
yet  it  is  not  only  inches  but  feet  these  spars  will  buckle  sometimes : 
the  relief  that  a  vessel  experiences,  and  gives  ample  evidence  of, 
vhen  the  mainsail  is  stowed,  the  trysail  set,  and  the  weight  of  the 
boom  thus  taken  off  her  during  a  gale  of  wind,  should  be  sufficient 
to  have  awakened  our  attention  long  since  to  some  application  of 
mechanical  skill  whereby  the  hampering  weight  of  the  booms  in  pre- 
sent use  might  be  reduced.  Unless  a  boom  is  stiff  and  unyielding 
it  IS  nexl  to  useless ;  the  best  cut  mainsail  in  the  world  will  become 
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as  baggy  as  an  old  pair  of  boots  unless  tbere  be  a  good  stiff  stick 
along  its  foot  to  set  it ;  every  inch  of  buckle  in  a  boom  bags  a  main- 
sail more  or  l^ss ;  and  therefore  the  present  booms  are  made  of  such 
substance,  to  avoid  this  buckling  and  obtain  the  nece&saty  stiffness, 
that  the  weight  of  timber  used  in  such  a  spat,  becomes  u  matter  of 
serious  consideration  :  lacing  a  mainsail  to  a  boom  strengthens  and 
stiffens  it  considerably,  and  a  much  lighter  spar  may  be  made  avail- 
able where  lacing  can  be  used ;  but  unfortuately  lacing  has  been  con- 
demned in  our  seas,— our  waters  are  too  lively.  What  has  answ«ed 
in  the  smooth  courses  of  Long  Island  Sound  will  never  do  amongst 
the  overfalls  and  tidal  runs  of  our  Channels,  so  that  we  cannot  avail 
ourselves  of  that  hint  from  Brother  Jonathan,  no  more  than  we  can 
convert  his  centre-board  smoothing  irons  into  hard  weather  cruisers. 

To  avoid  the  buckling  I.  have  just  adverted  to,  main-booms  aw 
made  much  grosser  than  they  used  to  be  in  the  centre  of  the  spai; 
that  this  is  necessary  is  evident  from  the  reasons  before  addaoed, 
but  I  think  that  the  great  extra  strength  allowed  in  the  middle 
of  the  stick  is  frequently  carried  too  far  at  both  ends ;  a  boom  should 
be  proportioned  more  after  the  fashion  of  a  well  shaped  cigar,  and 
the  weight  at  the  ends  reduced  to  a  minimum  :  the  strain  upon  the 
jaws  and  at  the  clew,  although  very  considerable,  is  not  by  any  means 
so  severe  as  that  upon  the  middle  of  the  boom,  and  therefore  extra 
substance  at  these  points  is  not  only  useless  but  injurious. 

Opinions  appear  to  vary  very  much  as  to  the  fitting  of  a  boom 
with  wooden  jaws  or  an  iron  goose  neck.  I  have  sailed  in  dozens  of 
yachts  fitted  in  both  ways,  and  I  must  confess  that  my  experience 
dictates  a  preference  for  the  goose  neck :  wooden  jaws,  no  matter 
how  light,  and  neatly  they  are  fitted,  are  more  or  less  clumsy,  and 
I  do  not  think  they  are  a  bit  stronger  than  goose  neck  fittings ;  in 
point  of  fact,  I  do  not  see  any  advantage  they  possess  over  the  iron 
fittings,  on  the  contrary  in  large  vessels  where  the  mast  bitts  are  fitted 
.  close  to  the  mast,  the  boom  frequently  jams  the  lee  falls  most  incon- 
veniently, besides  chafing  the  ropes.  Any  yachtsman  who  has  suf- 
fered from  the  creaking  of  boom  jaws  against  the  mast  during  the 
stilly  hours  of  a  calm  night,  will  bear  testimony  as  to  their  intolerable 
nuisance  in  this  respect  alone ;  and  upon  the  whole  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  preferred.  I  have  heard  it  asserted  that  a  goose 
neck  fitting  is  much  more  liable  to  be  carried  away,  but  daring  * 
tolerably  long  experience  in  all  classes  of  vessels,  and  all  sorts  of 
weather,  I  have  never  witnessed  the  occurrence  of  such  an  accident. 
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If  a  goose  neck  la  properly  fitted  with  a  tumbler  joint,  giviDg  free 
vertical  and  lateral  play  to  the  boom,  and  that  the  iron  work  is  well 
and  soundly  forged,  with  a  due  regard  to  proper  strength  for  the 
weight  of  boom  carried,  it  will  be  found  quite  as  strong,  if  not 
stronger,  than  wooden  jaws ;  it  piakes  a  much  neater  and  more 
yacht-like  finish,  gives  plenty  of  room  for  belaying  the  necessary 
ropes  about  the  foot  of  the  mast ;  and  should  it  be  necessary  to  un- 
ship the  boom,  and  lay  it  along  the  deck  fore  and  aft,  during  heavy 
weather,  it  will  stow  much  more  conveniently  than  the  horns  of 
wooden  jaws  will  permit  of;  added  to  this  a  boom  can  be  fitted  much 
closer  to  the  deck  with  a  goose  neck,  and  that  this  is  a  desideratum, 
will  I  think,  be  generally  admitted.     Another  objection  advanced  to 
the  iron  goose  neck  fittings,  is  that  they  stain  the  deck,  and  iron  mould 
the  tack  of  the  mainsail;  but  now  when  yachts  have  every  particle  of 
their  iron  work  fittings,  that  are  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  weather, 
giklvanized,  this  objection  no  longer  obtains.     Every  boom  should  be 
fitted  with  a  traveller,  neatly  covered  with  leather,  and  having  a 
galvanized  chain  tye,  and  hempen  tackle,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
oat  the  clew  of  the  mainsail.     If  the  clew  of  a  mainsail  is  perma- 
nently lashed  to  the  outer  end  of  the  boom,  an  undue  strain  is 
brought  upon  it,  the  more  particularly  when  the  sail  becomes  wet ; 
the  consequence  is  that  the  clew  is  wrenched  and  elongated,  and 
occasionally  both  bolt  rope  and  canvass  will  give  way;  and  even  should 
they  not  do  so  a  nasty  hollow  is  produced  at  the  foot  of  the  after 
leech,  exceedingly  offensive  to  a  critical  eye,  besides'  the  injury  it  is 
productive  of  to  a  well  cut  leech.    But  with  a  properly  fitted  travel- 
ler the  sail  can  be  eased  up  or  hauled  out  as  occasion  may  require. 
The  bee  blocks  for  the  reef  pennants  of  the  sail,  should  also  be  very 
accurately  placed  on  the  boom,  so  that  the  pennants  will  bring  down 
the  reefs  properly,  in  either  wet  or  fine  weather. 

The  carrying  away  of  a  boom  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  acci- 
dents that  can  occur  lo  a  yachtsman,  for  with  the  great  power  of  the 
mainsail  acting  upon  it,  it  may  either  sweep  the  deck  of  the  crew,  or 
the  broken  end  that  remains  attached  to  the  clew  may  drive  a  hole 
in  the  vessel's  side  or  quarter ;  therefore  eveiy  precaution  that  skill 
and  experience  can  bring  to  bear  in  the  selection  and  substance  of  a 
spar  for  such  a  purpose,  coupled  with  a  judicious  care  as  to  the 
weight  of  timber  used,  to  procure  rigidity,  for  the  purpose  of  properly 
stretching  the  foot  of  the  sail  at  all  angles,  should  be  used. 
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In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  weight  of  the  main-booms 
of  cutters,  I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  yachtsmen  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  every  improvement  by  which  lightness  of  material 
combined  with  strength  can  be  obtained.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
that  because  the ,  main-boom  is  situated  low  in  a  vessel,  that  the 
weight  does  not  signify,  so  that  the  loftier  spars  can  be  made  ligbt: 
this  in  part  is  true,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mihd  that  every  ounce 
of  unnecessary  weight  placed  above  the  water-line,  tends  to  counter- 
act the  effect  of  the  ballast :  a  weighty  main-boom  therefore  exercises 
a  powerful  influence  upon  the  stability  of  a  cutter  yacht,  and  that 
this  is  true  is  borne  out  by  the  fact,  that  all  cuiters,  when  cruising 
in  heavy  weather,  have  recourse  to  their  trysails,  and  under  such 
canvas  perform  vastly  better,  chiefly  owing  to  the  weight  of  the  boom 
being  got  rid  of,  either  when  running,  reaching,  or  close-hauled. 
When  the  boom  is  lashed  amidships,  under  such  circumstances,  its 
weight  is  brought  to  coincide  more  with  the  centre  of  gravity  in  the 
line  of  the  vessel's  keel,  and  the  vessel  is  considerably  relieve^l ;  and 
when  the  boom  is  unshipped  altogether  and  stowed  upon  deck,  the 
weight  aloft  is  brought  still  lower,  and  acts  more  in  unison  with  t):e 
ballast  below.  Therefore  when  a  vessel  has  her  topmast  and  cross- 
trees  on  deck,  and  her  bowsprit  housed,  her  boom  unshipped  and 
stowed,  and  storm  canvas  set,  it  is  the  last  resource  of  seamanship  to 
assist  her  in  combatting  successfully  with  a  heavy  gale  and  stormy 
sea;  but  if  we  can  assist  her  by  reducing  the  weight  of  her  main^ 
mast,  bowsprit,  and  boom,  at  the  outset,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup]i05e 
that  she  will  be  much  improved,  and  perform  better  in  average  wea- 
ther, in  the  same  proportion  as  she  does  when  relieved  of  them 
altogether  in  stormy  weather. 

To  attain  this  desirable  end  it  becomes  necessary  to  adopt  some 
other  method  in  the  construction  cff  these  important  lower  spars,  than 
that  at  present  followed ;  and  with  a  view  of  drawing  yachtsmen's 
attention  to  the  best  means  of  developing  this  effectually,  I  will  refer 
them  back  to  Chapter  I,  page  248,  vol.  viii. 

Hollow  spars,  so  far  as  the  information  we  at  present  possess,  were 
first  brought  prominently  under  notice  of  the  yachting  public  by 
Messrs.  Fish  and  Morton  of  New  York,  yacht  builders,  and  manu- 
facturers of  hollow  spars.  That  the  important  application  of  these 
hollow  spars  in  fitting  out  cutter  yachts  in  this  country  has  been 
strangely  overlooked,  may  be  attributed  to  our  slowness  in  adopting 
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improvements,  the  benefits  of  which  are  Dot  forcibly  presented  to  us: 
fine  and  hollow' bows  we  adopted  instanter,  because  to  us  the  im- 
provement was  visible,  we  could  see  the  effect  in  the  displacementof 
the  water  about  the  bows  of  a  bluff  and  a  fine  lined  cutler  when 
sailed  together,  and  the  advantage  obtained  in  point  of  speed  was 
palpable  to  our  senses ;  but  the  advantages  obtained  by  reducing  the 
weight  of  spars,  are  not  so  immediately  or  strikingly  visible,  they 
require  to  be  studied  in  detail,  and  under  varieties  of  wind  and  sea, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  a  vessel  may  be  placed,  to  be 
properly  understood  and  appreciated ;  and  it  is  the  study  of  these 
details,  that,  like  many  others  in  yacht  building  and  sailing,  we  have 
not,  up  to  the  present,  devoted  sufficient  care  and  attention  to. 

The  great  end  to  be  achieved  in  the  rigging  and  fitting  of  a  yacht, 
intended  for  speed,  combined  with  sea-going  ability,  is  to  have  every 
particle  of  weight  above  the  water-line  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and 
yet  a  proper  strength  retained:  the  bulwarks,  channels,  chain  plates, 
hatchways,  skylights,  companions,  windlass,  bitts,  kevels,  and  deck 
transoms,  come  under  this  head  of  reduction ;  then  follow  the  spars, 
and  the  standing  and  running  rigging,  every  ounce  of  unnecessary 
weight  aloft  is  injurious  to  a  vessel's  performance,  whether  it  be  in 
light  or  heavy  weather,  and  until  we  succeed  in  reducing  much  of 
oar  present  cumbrous  fittings,  we  shall  not  have  approached  perfec- 
tion. That  the  American  yachtsmen  and  builders  are  fully  alive  to 
this  important  fact  we  have  abundant  proof;  I  may  instance  the 
America,  tho  Maria  sloop,  the  Charter  Oak,  and  the  Christopher 
Columbus;  their  little  sloops  too,  such  as  the  Truant  and  Una;  and 
their  pilot  boats,  the  Mary  Taylor  and  the  Moses  Grinnell.  If  we 
go  beyond  diese  let  us  look  at  some  of  the  Yankee  clippers  that  make 
their  appearance  in  the  Mersey;  for  the  amount  of  canvas  spread  and 
materials  used  in  spreading  it,  the  economy  and  lightness  of  the 
latter  is  very  striking.  It  may  be  said  that  we  have  heard  enough 
and'  to  spare,  about  Brother  Jonathan  and  his  naval  architecture ; 
about  his  yacht  America,  and  his  Truant's  and  Una's ;  his  famous 
pilot  clippers,  his  magnificent  fleet  of  ships,  barques,  and  schooners, 
that  daily  crowd  the  second  sea  port  of  our  empire ;  and  the  proverb, 
Wtt«  in  pice^  may  possibly  be  applied  to  the  writer  who  continues  to 
▼ttitilate  such  an  apparently  thread-bare  subject,  he  may  be  taunted 
^th  spinning  the  thread  of  his  verbosity  finer  than  the  staple  of  his 
argnment ;  but  nevertheless  the  staple  is  there,  an  ugly  fact  which 
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remains,  by  us,  unrivalled ;  and  until  we  make  the  warp  and  woof 
thoroughly  harmonize,  the  thread  of  verbosity  will  continue  to  be  spun 
by  all  *' skipper  pens,"  whose  aspirations  are  to  see  our  yacht  fleet 
what  it  should  be,  what  we  have  the  intelligence,  the  skill,  and  the 
capital  to  make  it,  the  finest,  the  handsomest,  and  the  fastest  in  the 
world.  We  have  not  been  too  proud  to  adopt  two  hints  from  Unde 
Sam,  we  have  revolutionized  the  hulls  of  our  vessels,  and  the  canvas; 
we  must  go  one  step  further  and  improve  our  sparring  and  rigging, 
and  get  rid  of  much  that  is  cumbrous  and  useless ;  wire  rigging  has 
taken  the  initiative  in  this  reform,  and  our  spars  must  next  be  looked 
after. 

The  Yankee  sloop,  the  Maria,  was  fitted  with  a  hollow  boom  100 
feet  long ;  irrespective  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  solid  spar  of  such 
dimensions,  the  enormous  weight  would  have  been  almost  enough  to 
shake  her  hull  seriously  in  rough  water,  let  alone  the  strain  upon 
her  mast:  but  Messrs.  Fish  and  Morton  met  this  difficulty  by  build- 
ing both  a  boom  and  a  bowsprit,  and  if  such  an  enormous  spar  could 
be  achieved  successfully  by  trans-atlantic  spar  makers,  is  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  in  this  country,  where  the  skill  of  our  ship- 
wright artizans  is  proverbial,  something  far  superior  may  be  produced. 
It  appears  to  me  strange  that  the  advantages  of  this  invention  have 
not  borne  fruit  here  long  'ere  this ;  it  would  seem  only  to  require 
some  one  yachtsman  or  builder  to  place  a  proper  design  in  the  hands 
of  the  workmen  and  the  thing  would  be  done  and  well  done.  The 
first  step  towards  obtaining  these  hollow  spars  in  America  appears  to 
have  been  the  boring  out  of  solid  sticks :  the  America's  bowsprit 
was  bored  out  from  end  to  end ;  but  the  Maria's  boom  was  built 
with  staves,  and  hooped  together  with  wedge  key  mortice  loops  of 
iron,  the  cost  of  making  it  was  600  dollars.  The  boom  made  for 
the  Ultra  by  the  same  makers,  was  seventy-four  feet  long,  fifteen 
inches  in  diameter  at  the  slings,  and  reduced  to  eight  inches  at  the 
ends ;  this  boom  was  made  upon  a  different  plan :  a  solid  stick  of 
white  pine  was  first  shaped  to  the  size  required,  it  was  then  sa^n 
lengthwise  down  the  centre,  an'l  the  interior  of  the  spar  gouged  out, 
.leaving  only  an  external  shell  of  two  inches  in  thickness  :  both  sides 
were  then  left  to  season  and  dry  out  well,  and  when  time  sufficient  to 
develope  any  shakes  or  sappy  spots  had  elapsed,  both  sides  were 
then  hooped  together  with  wedge  key  mortice  loops,  placed  five 
feet  apart ;  these  loops  could  be  set  up  to  any  tightness  by  the  wedge 
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keySf  and  thus  this  shell  spar  was  put  together  as  firmly  as  it  had 
originally  grown  :  to  obviate  the  longitudinal  working  of  both  these 
sides,  when  the  boom  should  buckle  from  the  strain  of  the  mainsail, 
auger  holes  of  an  inch  in  diameter  were  boted  in  the  seams  of  the 
spar,  at  a  distance  of  six  inches  from  every  second  loop,  and  tree* 
*  nails  driven  in.     The  materials  and  labour  for  this  boom  cost  about 
100  dollars,  and  when  finished,  competent  authorities  to  whom  it 
was  submitted  pronounced  it  to  be  the  slarongest  and  lightest  boom 
of  its  proportions,  they  had  ever  seen.     The  judgment  of  experienced 
men  in  America  pronounce  hollow  spars  to  be  far  superior  to  solid 
ones:  of  this  however  we  should  satisfy  ourselves ;  a  few  practical  ex- 
periments would  speedily  settle  the  question,  and  the  expense  would 
be  comparatively  trifling.     If  we  once  satisfy  ourselves  that  strength 
sufficient  for  our  seas  can  be  combined  with  the  great  lightness  thus 
obtained,  I  have  no  doubt  that  improvements  in  both  would  speedily 
follow ;  and  I  cannot  see  any  reason  to  doubt  that  if  we  accomplished 
hollow  booms  and  bowsprits,  that  masts  could  not  be  built  as  equally 
strong  and  light :  what  a  triumph  this  would  be,  to  get  rid  of  such 
hampering  weight  as  we  are  at  present  compelled  to  cany,  and  to 
see  oar  splendid  clippers  spreading  the  framework  of  their  snowy 
▼iogs  upon  sticks,  which,  comparatively  speaking,  would  be  lighter 
and  stronger,  than  the  bones  of  a  sea-guU's  wing. 

I  do  hope  that  the  attention  of  yachtsmen  and  builders  will  be 
directed  to  the  building  of  spars,  and  that  the  subject  will  not  be 
neglected.  In  the  fitting  out  of  large  yachts,  what  difficulties  have 
not  been  experienced  in  obtaining  handsome  and  good  spars :  with 
nnall  vessels  it  is  a  matter  easier  of  accomplishment,  and  probably  in 
oar  third  and  fourth  class  vessels,  the  built  spars  might  not  be  found 
capable  of  competition  with  the  solid  sticks  :  this,  however,  as  with 
the  larger  vessels,  quite  depends  upon  experiment ;  but  where  a  spar 
can  be  efiectively  built,  nvhere  every  component  part  can  be  selected 
free  of  knot  or  shake,  sap  or  rind-gall,  I  am  sanguine  enough  to 
think  that  something  very  superior  could  be  produced  from  the  hands 
of  British  spar  makers. 

Let  no  incredulous  individual  pooh-pooh  at  the  idea  of  a  yacht 
luling  under  a  crop  of  what  may  be  called  **  artificial  sticks,  if  he 
^  bis  inci^ulity  will  undergo  a  severer  test  at  the  hands  of  Ame- 
^^Kan  invention : — some  time  smce  we  were  informed  that  boats  were 
Aout  to  be,  or  actually  were,  being  built  by  steam  in  New  York ; 
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it  was  said  that  two  or  three  trees  of  the  different  woods  required 
were  put  in  at  one  end  of  this  wonderful  machine,  and  that  a  fleet  of 
boats  were  dropped  out  at  the  other.  Plaster-of-Paris  sugar  loaves, 
wooden  nutmegs,  and  hickory  oats,  were  qnoted  as  proof  of  the 
fertility  of  Jonathan's  genius,  and  the  value  of  the  boat-building 
machinery  was  estimated  at  par  with  the  above  named  curiosities  of* 
Yankee  origin ;  but  it  turns  out  that  there  is  really  more  method  in 
its  inventor's  madness  than  we  were  disposed  to  give  him  credit  for, 
and  Mr.  Wathon  Thompson,  of  New  York  is  at  the  present  amongst 
us,  astounding  Princes  of  the  blood  Royal,  driving  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  crazy,  taking  bluff  old  Admirals  all  aback,  and  setting 
the  brain  of  a  Scott  Russell  agog,  to  see  how  the  wave-line  will  be 
produced  under  the  manipulation  of  iron  instead  of  human  flesh  and 
blood;  it  is  a  fact  that  the  boat-building  machine  is  actually 
amongst  us,  actually  located  in  the  city  of  London,  and  according  to 
the  high  and  mighty  authorities  aforesaid— one  of  the  wonders  of  the 
age. 

<<  Chips's  "  occupation  is  gone ;  adze,  axe,  and  maul  will  hence- 
forth rank  amongst  the  things  that  have  been,  and  may  be  hung  up 
in  festoons  around  the  old  mail  coaches :  floorings  and  futtocks, 
keels,  stems,  and  stem-posts  ;  planking  and  sheeting,  all  are  child's 
play  to  this  monster  steamwright's  •'  drunken  saws,  invisible  planes, 
diagonal  cutters,  and  irregular  bevils  "  ;  a  yachtsman  may  contem- 
plate building  a  new  craft  at  breakfast,  and  she  will  be  ready  for  him 
to  dine  on  board  of  at  an  early  hour. 

In  sober  parlance  however,  this  boat-building  by  Mr.  Wathon 
Thompson's  steam  machine,  is  very  ingenious ;  at  present  its  func- 
tions appear  to  be  confined  to  ships'  boats,  or  small  yachts,  but  by- 
and-by  we  shall  see  merchant  clippers  and  mighty  ships  of  war  claim 
steam  as  their  progenitor. 

Those,  therefore,  who  are  inclined  to  doubt  the  practibility  of 
building  hollow  spars,  that  shall  be  stronger  and  lighter,  and  more 
suitable  to  yachts,  than  the  solid  sticks  as  used  at  present,  had  better 
pay  a  visit  to  Mr.  Thompson's  &ctory,  and  perhaps  their  doubts  may 
be  dispelled  as  quickly  as  his  wonderful  steam  planes  make  the 
shavings  fly.  I  trust  we  may,  before  another  season  elapses,  see 
many  of  our  yachtsmen  and  builders  adopting  the  system  and  profit- 
ing by  the  results. 
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CRUISE  FROM  LOCH  HOURN  TO  STORNOWAY. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Yctchting  Magazine,  we  gave  some  aocouQt 
of  a  cruise  from  Tobermory  to  the  head  of  Loch  Houm,  the  most 
beautiful,  and  one  of  the  least  visited  of  the  western  sea-lochs  of  Scot- 
land. We  now  request  our  readers  to  accompany  us  from  Loch  Hourn 
through  the  Sound  of  Sleat  to  Portree  in  Skye,  and  afterwards  to  Stor- 
noway  in  the  Lewis.  Before  however  carrying  them  from  the  rich 
foliage  and  picturesque  mountains  of  Loch  Hourn,  to  the  brown  and 
dreary  moors  of  the  Lewis,  we  may  advert  to  one  circumstance  which 
often  entails  great  inconvenience  and  annoyance  upon  the  yachtsman 
who  trusts  in  part  to  man  his  vessel  at  Ardrishaig,  Oban,  Tobermory, 
or  in  general,  at  any  of  the  8eap«>rts  of  the  western  islands. 

The  circumstance  to  which  we  allude  is  the  greed  and  intemperance 
almost  universal  among  the  hands  picked  up  at  any  of  these  places. 
There  are  doubtless,  striking  exceptions  to  this;  and  the  regular  pilots 
are  in  general  civil,  obliging,  and  sober;  but  as  a  rule — and  we  have 
had  tolerably  extensive  *  experience-^we  have  found  a  propensity  to  ex- 
tortion and  a  devotion  to  the  whisky  bottle  the  prevailing  characteristics. 
We  were  once  asked  by  a  common  sailor  who  proposed  to  ship  with  us 
at  Oban,  5  shillings  per  day  and  his  keep  ;*  and  on  another  occasion  in 
Skye,  being  in  want  of  a  hand,  we  were  recommended  to  apply  to  a 
fisherman  who  had  had  some  experience  in  yachts,  and  accordingly 
directed  our  steps  to  his  cottage.  He  was  not  at  home,  but  we  found 
him  sitting  on  the  beach,  at  a  little  distance  from  his  own  door,  mending 
some  neta.  He  was  very  dirty,  very  ragged,  and  very  uncivil ;  evidently 
in  want  of  money,  but  rating  the  value  of  his  own  services  at  a  prepos- 
terous rate.  However,  he  was  condescending  enough  to  offer  to  ship 
with  us,  provided  we  would  give  him  6  shillings  per  day  and  find  him. 
This  we  respectfully  but  firmly  declined,  and  left  the  sulky  Celt  to  mend 
his  nets  and  his  manners,  both  susceptible  of  considerable  improvement. 
We  were  once  deluded  into  shipping  one  of  his  compatriots,— a  John 
Mac  something— -who  hailed,  if  we  mistake  not,  from  Oban  or  Ardrishaig 
or  some  neighbouring  locality,  and  certainly  never  more  thoroughly 
repented  of  a  bargain.  He  was  not  by  any  means  a  bad  seaman,  but 
incorrigibly  addicted  to  whisky,  smuggling  it  on  board  whenever  he 
could  get  a  chance  ;  and  when  drunk,  he  was  either  helplessly  incapable 
or  intolerably  insolent,  so  that  we  had  speedily  to  dismiss  him. 

Hands  from  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  are  in  general  far  more  sober 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  a  yachting  friend  has  infornr.ed  nt  that  he  was 
OQce  asked  at  Oban,  by  an  ordinary  seaman,  10s.  a  day  and  his  keep. 
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than  their  western  oomradefl,  and  equallj  good  seamen  ;  bat  we  woald 
warn  English  yachtsmen  especially,  agunst  trusting  to  picking  up  any 
portion  of  their  crews  in  the  weetem  highlands.  They  will  need,  and  can 
there  obtain,  sober  and  excellent  pilots;  but  they  will  find  the  ordinary  ran 
of  seamen  exorbitant  in  theb  demands— especially  if  they  know  that  thert 
is  great  need  for  their  senrioes,  and  little  coa|petition  to  be  dreaded,— 
and,  though  good  hands,  very  troublesome  on  account  of  their  intempe- 
rate habits. 

But  to  pass  from  this  digression,  we  left  our  anchorage  at  Barnsdale 
at  the  entranoe  of  outer  Loch  Houm,  early  on  a  fine  autumn  morning. 
There  was  but  little  wind,  and  that  blowing  right  up  the  loeh,  so  tbst 
we  had  a  dead  beat  till  we  got  into  the  Sound  of  Sleat,  in  the  course  of 
which  we  got  occasional  glimpses  of  the  glorious  scenery  of  the  upper 
k>chf  and  more  thorough  yiews  of  the  fine  mountains  and  oorries  that 
border  the  shores  of  the  outer  and  wider  arm.  There  is  a  rock  nearly 
in  the  middle  of  the  entranoe  to  the  loch,  but  always  abore  water,  to  the 
westward  of  which  the  water  is  shallow  for  about  a  cable's  length.  It 
will  be  avoided  by  bringing  Ardnaslish  point  on,  or  nearly  on,  the  potnl 
of  Sleat.  Once  in  the  Sound  of  Sleat,  the  wind  was  fur,  and  fireshened 
as  the  day  advanced,  so  that  we  bowled  along  at  a  rapid  rate  with  all 
sails  set  and  everything  drawing ;  passing  on  the  mainland  side  the 
beautiful  bay  of  Glenelg  with  its  ruined  barrack,  built  to  overawe  the 
highlands,  the  entrance  to  the  picturesque  but  squally  Loch  Duich,  and 
the  fine  scenery  around  Loch  Abh;  and  on  the  other  side,  the  lo% 
mountains  of  Skye,  towering  above  the  narrow  waters  of  the  Strait 
Near  Kyleakin  the  wind  became  light  and  baffling,  and  for  a  time  we 
were  becalmed;  but  a  brisk  though  adverse  breeze  springing  up,  we  had 
a  fine  beat  through  the  narrows  where  the  tide  runs  6  miles  an  hour. 
But  wind  and  weather  are  proverbially  fickle  in  these  narrow  and  land- 
locked waters,  and  you  may  have  sun  and  shower,  clear  sky  and  dense 
misti  a  calm,  a  breeae^  and  a  gale  of  wind,  all  within  the  space  of  24 
hours.  Scarcely  had  we  got  through  the  narrows,  when  the  breeae  again 
fell,  though,  as  night  darkened  down,  it  rose  a  little.  But  it  was  five 
o'clock  on  Friday  morning  before  we  reached  Portree,  though  we  had 
left  Loch  Houm  at  ten  on  Thursday  forenoon,  and  had  carried  a  fine 
breeae  with  us  from  the  mouth  of  the  Loch  to  Balmacara.  In  the  course  of 
the  day  we  passed  two  ruined  castles,  -one  on  the  mainland,  and  the  other 
in  Skye,  both  most  attractive  in  ruins,  and  offering  admirable  subjects 
to  the  sketcher.  The  one,  Eilan  Donan  Castle,  stands  near  the  entrance 
of  Loch  Duich.  It  is  by  far  the  larger  and  more  ancient  building  of 
the  two,  and  was  the  chief  stronghold  of  the  Mackensies  of  Kintailt 
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built  Id  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Second,  aa  a  defence  agun«t  the 
ravages  of  the  Northmen.  The  other  rain^  Castle  Moil,  is  situated 
close  to  Kyleakin,  and  is  most  picturesquely  perched  on  a  beetling  and 
sea  beat  crag.  If  the  wind  happens  to  be  o£P  the  Skye  land  when  the 
yachtsman  is  passing  this  old  fortalice,  he  may  perchance  have  cause  to 
rsmembei  it,  for  sudden  squalls  rush  down  like  eagles  from  that  wild 
Ughlandf  and  while  bowling  along  with  a  steady  breeie  he  may  suddenly 
catch  a  puff  that  will  compel  him  to  luff  up  sharp,  and  perhaps  lower 
his  peak  and  haul  up  his  main  tack.  With  the  wind  either  blowing  from 
the  Skye  land*  or  out  of  Loch  Duich,  the  steersman  had  better  keep 
his  weather  eye  open* 

Portree— the  King's  harbour,  so  called  from  James  the  Fifth  having 
landed  there  when  on  a  visit  to  the  western  islands,  is  well  sheltered, 
aad  has  good  holding  ground,  the  depth  varying  from  5  to  14  fathoms. 
The  entrance  lies  between  two  lofty  headlands,  and  there  is  no  danger, 
except  a  rook  partly  above  water,  about  half  a  cable's  length  from  the 
prnnt  on  your  starboard  hand  on  entering.  The  most  interesting  object 
in  the  neighboutliood  of  Portree, — which  is  in  general  very  bleak  and 
sombre — ^is  the  Storr  hill  about  seven  miles  dbtant  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tioQ.  There  is  no  carriage  road  to  it,  and  as  part  of  the  journey  is 
very  steep  and  some  time  should  be  spent  at  the  Storr,  the  pedestrian 
ought  not  to  count  on  accomplishing  it  in  less  than  five  hours.  The 
path  to  the  Storr  leads  along  the  bott6m  of  a  grassy  valley,  separated 
by  a  k>w  ridge  from  another  hollow  in  which  are  two  lakes ;  and  when 
the  tourist  has  reached  the  extremity  of  the  most  distant  lake,  he  stands 
at  the  foot  of  the  Storr  with  a  long  and  steep  ascent  before  him.  When 
he  has  surmounted  this,  he  will  find  himself  beneath  a  huge  black  pre- 
dpiee^  on  the  seaward  side  of  which  rise  a  number  of  rocky  pinnacles, 
uot  standing  erect  but  leaning  outward  at  various  angles  frt)m  the  slo|»e 
of  the  mountain.  Many  of  these  pinnacles  are  of  enormous  sise.  The 
hfgest  and  most  remarkable  is  called  the  Needle.  It  is  a  rock  nearly 
100  yards  in  circumference,  and  about  200  feet  in  height^  overhanging 
M  nmch,  that  a  plumb  line  dropped  from  its  summit  would  fall  30  or 
^  feet  beyond  ita  base*  It  forms  a  conspicuous  object  from  the  Sound 
of  Rasay,  whose  waters  wash  the  base  of  the  Storr ;  but  no  correct 
idea  can  be  formed  of  its  vast  and  rugged  bulk,  or  of  tlie  extraordi- 
^^  ftQgle  at  which  it  projects  from  the  hill  side,  except  by  a  close 
>ittf  action.  Between  the  needle  and  the  other  smaller  pinnacles,  and 
^  huge  wall  of  black  rock  behind  them,  there  is  a  narrow  valley  or 
rather  chasm,  one  of  the  most  gloomy  spots  imaginable,  piled  up  with 
blocks  of  stone  of  all  shapes  and  sixes.     Before  quitting  the  Storr,  we 
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may  mention  for  the  benefit  of  our  piBcatorial  readers,  that  there  is 
excellent  trout  fishings  not  preserved,  in  the  lake  at  its  base.  We  were 
assored  at  Portree  that  from  201b  to  301b  weight  is  no  uncommon  day^s 
sport* 

We  remained  only  a  single  day  at  Portree,  and  at  5  o'clock  on  a 
stormy  September  morning,  after  the  usual  preliminary  plunge  over  the 
side,  started  for  Stomoway,  the  capital  of  the  Lewis.  Our  course  wai 
about  N.  and  by  £.,  and  as  the  wind  was  blowing  nearly  from  that 
direction  we  had  the  prospect  of  a  long  and  stormy  beat  before  us. 
With  this  wind,  there  is  generally  a  heavy  sea  in  the  IVCnch,  as  the 
broad  channel  between  Lewis  and  the  mainland  is  called,  especially  when 
the  tides  which  run  pretty  strong  here  happen  to  meet  it  The  distance 
firom  Portree  to  Stomoway  is  upwards  of  50  miles,  and  the  sail  is  a  very 
interesting  one,  commanding  fine  and  varied  views  of  the  bold  cliflfo  and 
hills  of  Skye;  the  barren  rocks  of  Rasay;  the  lochs  and  mountains  of  the 
mainland ;  the  islands  of  Lewis  and  Harris  ;  and  the  distant  and  moun- 
tainous group  of  North  Uist,  Benbecula,  and  South  I^t,  the  last  con- 
spicuous by  the  bold  conical  peak  of  Hekia,  which  rises  nearly  3,000 
feet  above  the  sea. 

After  getting  clear  of  Portree,  we  had  a  tedious  beat  through  the 
Sound  of  Rasay,  and  had  ample  opportunities  to  study  and  admire  the 
bold  line  of  clifis  that  stretches  from  Portree-heads  all  the  way  to  the 
Point  of  Aird  the  northernmost  promontory  of  Skye.  The  Storr  with 
its  strange  fantastic  pinnacles  and  coronet  of  precipices,  looked  like  some 
ruined  castle  of  Titans  ;  and  further  to  the  north,  we  got  a  glimpse  of 
the  rocks  that  encircle  Quirang,  the  greatest  geological  curiosity  in 
Skye*. 

On  leaving  the  Sound  of  Rasay,  we  made  a  long  tack  towards  the 
Scottish  coast  in  the  direction  of  the  peninsula  between  Gairloch  and 
Loch  Ewe,  which  seemed  in  the  distance  a  long  low  line  of  land  covered 
with  the  most  beautiful  pearly  haze.  The  lofty  mountains  around  Lodi 
Maree,  and  in  the  district  of  Gairloch  were  seen  to  great  advantage,  and 
looked  more  and  more  imposing  as  we  drew  gradually  nearer  to  them. 
On  the  opposite  tack,  we  had  to  contend  against  both  wind  and  tide, 
and  took  a  long  time  to  weather  the  Skye  land.  Off  the  Island  of 
Trotta,  to  the  north  of  the  Point  of  Aird,  so  strong  was  the  tide,  that 
for  some  time  we  did  little  more  than  hold  our  own.  Soon  af^erwaida^ 
the  wind  began  to  freshen  considerably^  and  towards  evening  it  blew 
half  a  gale  ;  but  we  hove  the  little  cutter  to,  double  reefed  the  mainsail^ 

« 

*  For  detailed  descriptions  of  Quirang,  see  Black's  Tourists  Guide,  and  UiS 
New  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  vol.  ziv. 
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reefed  the  foresail,  reefed  the  bowsprit,  and  shifted  jibs,  after  which  she 
behared  beautifully,  going  over  the  seas  like  a  duck  and  shipping  no 
heavy  water.  Not  far  from  the  mouth  of  Loch  Seaforth  in  Lewis— a 
splendid  harbour  capable  of  containing  the  whole  British  Navy— »lie8  a 
curious  group  of  basaltic  rocks  called,  the  Siant  islands,  rejoicing  in  the 
anpronounceable  names  of  Garivelan,  Ilan  Wirrey,  and  Ilanakilly.  To 
the  westward  of  the  first  named  islet,  there  are  three  or  four  rocks  above 
water,  the  highest  of  which  is  called  Gal ti  more ;  and  to  it  a  good  berth 
must  be  given  when  passing  to  the  westward,  as  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
west  of  it  lies  a  rock  which  dries  at  half-ebb. 

By  the  time  we  had  passed  the  Siant  Islands,  night  had  fallen  and 
the  weather  was  exceedingly  bad,  blowing  a  gale  and  raining  heavily. 
We  had  two  of  the  best  harbours  in  the  Hebrides  under  our  lee — Loch 
Seaforth  and  east  Loch  Tarbet — and  for  a  moment  we  thought  of  run- 
ning into  one  of  these  for  shelter,  but  soon — determined  not  to  be  beat— - 
we  made  up  our  minds  to  hold  on  and  thrash  the  little  beauty  through 
it.  We  had  the  guidance  of  the  bright  fixed  light  on  the  Island  of 
Scalpa,  and  when  we  lost  that  we  sighted  the  Stomoway  light;  and  at 
length  after  twenty-three  hours  of  a  hard  struggle  against  wind  and  sea, 
we  had  the  satisfaction  of  dropping  our  anchor  at  6  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning  in  the  sheltered  waters  of  Stomoway  bay,  wet  through  and 
thoroughly  tired,  but  highly  pleased  at  having  made  out  our  destination 
in  spite  of  wind  and  weather. 

Stomoway  is  a  spacious  and  excellent  harbour  ;  and  in  beating  in  you 
have  only  to  remember  to  g^ve  Amish  Point  and  also  the  Point  of  Holm 
a  good  berth.  The  best  anchorage  is  above  the  little  island  near  the 
town  at  the  head  of  the  bay.  All  hands  being  thoroughly  tired  it  was 
mid-day  before  we  turned  out  of  our  berths.  On  getting  on  deck  the 
most  prominent  object  that  met  our  eyes,  was  the  stiff  angular  Eliza- 
heihan  mansion  of  Sir  James  Matheson,  proprietor  of  the  Lewis,  it  is 
hnilt  on  a  green  slope,  and  surrounded  by  slowly-rising  but  healthy 
looking  plantations.  It  stands  close  to  the  thriving  town  of  Stomoway, 
^m  which  it  is  separated  only  by  a  narrow  creek  almost  dry  at  low 
water.  The  west  side  of  the  bay  is  occupied  by  the  grounds  belonging 
to  Stomoway  castle.  Nature  has  supplied  a  succession  of  rocky  knolls 
of  different  heights,  clothed  with  heather,  grass,  and  ferns,  and  indented 
^7  a  number  of  creeks  and  gravelly  bays;  while  Art — at  an  expense 
of  £15,000  or  £20,000  has  clothed  these  knolls  with  a  great  variety  of 
wood— .pine,  ash,  elder,  birch,  elm,  holly,  &c.,  and  cut  a  profusion  of 
'nnding  walks,  laid  out  with  great  taste,  and  kept  in  perfect  order. 
Some  of  the  creeks  are  highly  picturesque,  especially  that  formed  by  the 
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eBtnary  of  the  little  riTer  Creed,  across  the  mouth  of  which  Kee  a  small 
roekv  islet  coyered,  like  the  rest  of  the  shore,  with  heather,  grass,  and 
ferns.  The  wood  which  Sir  James  has  planted  on  the  pleasnre-gTOiiDda 
attached  to  his  castle,  has  been  reared  in  despite  oi  nature,  and,  u 
hefore  mentioned,  at  immense  expense.  It  is  of  about  13  years  growth, 
and  yet  none  of  the  pines  are  above  12  feet  high.  But  though  stunted 
in  growth  moat  of  the  trees  seem  healthy  and  striving. 

No  stranger  should  vbit  Stomoway  without  ascending  the  highest  of 
the  knolls  in  the  castle  grounds,  which  rises  just  above  the  best  anchorage 
in  the  bay.  Perhaps  with  the  exception  of  Killiney  hill  near  Kingston, 
and  the  Calton  hill  in  Edinburgh,  no  spot  in  the  United  Kingdom  of 
equally  easy  access,  commands  so  extensive  and  varied  a  proepeot;  while 
the  extreme  clearness  of  the  autumnal  atmosphere  in  this  northern  locality 
lends  remarkable  distinctness  even  to  the  most  distant  objeeta.  The 
afternoon  on  which  we  climbed  this  hill  was  calm  and  clear,  so  that  we 
saw  the  view  to  the  best  advantage. 

Close  at  hand,  we  commanded  the  fine  bay  of  Stomoway  ;  the  resi- 
denoe  and  grounds  of  Sir  James  Matheson;  the  wild,  brown,  undulating, 
moorland  region  to  the  westward  of  the  bay  ;  the  well  cultivated  penin- 
sula on  which  the  town  of  Stomoway  stands;  Loch  Tua  or  Broad  B^y 
on  whose  sandy  shore  a  heavy  surf  was  breaking;  and  the  flat  bleak 
moor  stretching  away  to  the  northward  of  it  To  the  south  lay  the. 
mountains  of  Harris  ;  and  beyond  to  the  eastward  and  southward,  a  wide 
expanse  of  sea,  bounded  by  that  unrivalled  range  of  mountaius  that 
stretches  almost  from  Cape  Wrath  to  the  entrance  of  Loch  Ewe.  In 
the  extreme  distance,  Cape  Wrath  itself  was  visible,  low  and  hlne,  on 
the  very  verge  of  the  horizon. 

The  Island  of  Lewis  is  upwards  of  40  miles  in  length,  and  nearly  90 
wide  at  the  broadest  part.  It  is  divided  into  four  parishes,  and  has  a 
population  of  20,000.  The  gross  rental  is  £14,000  a  year.  The 
shootings  and  fishings— -deer,  grouse,  and  salmon — are  excellent  It 
contains  in  its  extensive  moors,  inexhaustible  stores  of  peat,  which  Sir 
James  has  for  some  years  past  been  endeavouring,  (with  what  success 
we  know  not)  to  turn  to  profit  by  extracting  Parafin  Oil.  There  is  a 
small  manufactory  for  this  purpose  about  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Creed,  and  a  larger  establishment  of  the  same  kind  at  a  place  called 
Carbost.  The  Parafin  extracted  in  these  places,  has  the  appearance  of 
pitch,  and  requires  to  be  sent  to  London  to  be  refined,  before  it  can  be 
made  into  candles.  We  heard  however,  that  Su:  James  intends  erecting 
a  refinery  on  the  island,  in  order  to  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
sending  the  raw  material  to  London. 
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The  second  day  after  oup  arriTal  in  Stornowaj,  I  parted  with  nraoh 
regret  from  my  good  friend  A.  with  whom  I  had  enjoyed  a  deligbtfdl 
three  weeks'  cniiae  among  the  islands  and  loohs  of  the  west  eoast  of 
Scotland.  I  going  south  in  the  g^ood  steamer  Clansman,  and  he  begin- 
ning his  preparations  (or  taking  his  little  cutter  round  Cape  Wraih  and 
to  the  Orkney  Ishinds,  by  procuring  a  pilot,  getting  his  cockpit  boarded 
in,  and  otherwise  haTing  ererything  made  as  snug  as  possible. 

An  amusiDg  incident  preceded  our  parting:  A.  was  anxious  toprOTide 
himself  with  a  warm  pea  jacket  as  the  nights  were  getting  cold,  and  I 
accompanied  him  in  his  search  through  Tarious  shops  in  Stomoway. 
fiat  in  none  of  them  could  he  find  a  jacket  large  enough  to  cover  hia 
goodly  proportions  ;  so  that  he  had  to  order  one  to  be  made,  and  the 
amaaement  of  the  tailor  who  measured  him— a  little  shrivelled  specimen 
fd  humanity — was  ludicrous,  when  he  looked  at  his  measuring  tape  and 
nad  43  inches  round  the  chest,  and  32  round  the  wust-— the  Celts  in 
these  parts  never  running  so  large.  However,  he  was  loud  in  his 
admiration  of  A*s  athletic  proportions.  A.  T. 


BOAT  BUILDING  BY  MACHINERY. 

NoTHiHO  short  of  an  entire  revolution  in  the  process  ^f  boat-building  is 
promised  by  the  invention  of  Mr.  Wathon  Thompson,  jun.,  naval  engi* 
Deer,  of  New  York.  We  use  the  term  **  revolution "  advisedly,  and 
with  application  to  all  those  facts  which  we  have  been  enabled  closely 
to  szamine.  Not  only  is  every  idea  of  human  skill  and  intelligence,  in 
this  kind  of  work,  shaken  or  entirely  subverted,  but  the  very  operation 
is  carried  on  by  an  inverse  process;  for,  instead  of  first  laying  down  a 
W  and  constructing  a  vessel  upon  that  basis,  the  work  is  begun  by  Mr. 
"nMnnpson's  machinery  from  the  gunwale.  It  may,  then,  be  fairly  said 
tet  the  boat-builder's  occupation,  as  hitherto  constituted,  is  either  going 
or  gone.  He  must  yield,  as  other  manufacturers  have  done,  to  scien- 
tifio  improvement  There'is  no  setting  a  bound,  in  these  days,  to  the 
pvorince  of  mechanism.  We  have  beard  that  one  of  the  Lords  of  the 
^^^^dvundty,  after  seeing  Mr.  Thompson's  machines  in  action,  declared  he 
^  been  previously  sceptical  as  to  the  power  of  any  machinery  to 
Btake  a  boat;  but  that  he  was  so  struck  by  what  had  been  sbown  him, 
^  he  believed  machinery  capable  of  everything  except  diplomacy. 

We  witnessed  a  short  time  since  a  series  of  experiments »  or  rather 
demonstrations,  at  Mr.  Thompson's  factory,  near  the  Victoria  Park, 
When  we  premTse  that,  in  less  than  an  hour  and  a  half»  we  saw  all  the 
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principal  parts  of  a  boat  cat  and  shaped  from  the  rough  material  with 
as  much  ease  as  if  they  had  been  so  many  pieces  of  cloth  to  fi>nn  a  gar- 
ment, our  readers  will  be  prepared  for  some  rather  incredible  statementa 
in  detail.  They  haye  neyer,  probably,  dreamt  of  giving  an  order  for  s 
yacht,  with  strict  injunctions  that  it  should  be  ready  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  supposing  it  to  be  about  Wednesday  afternoon  or  Thursday  morn- 
ing when  their  requirement  was  first  mentioned  to  the  builder.  Still 
less  likely  are  they  to  have  imagined  that  respectable  and  veracious  per- 
son promising  to  furnish  the  little  article — say  a  thirty  feet  cutter  of 
strong  build — in  the  course  of  the  same  afternoon.  What  appears  ludi- 
crous, when  thus  put,  is  mere  matter  of  fact,  rather  understated.  Soefa 
a  boat  as  oould  only  be  built  in  ten  days  by  all  the  skilled  artisans  who 
could  be  set  to  work  at  once  upon  her,  is  turned  out  by  Mr.  Thompson's 
machinery  in  five  hours. 

The  objection  that  may  occur  is  that  work  thus  performed  cannot  be 
equal  to  honest  handicraft,  and  that  we  must  not  look  for  seaworthinev 
in  a  vessel  so  hastily  put  together.  We  confess  that  there  appears  to 
be  something  reasonable  in  this,  and  it  is  but  right  that  such  a  question 
should  be  strictly  considered.  Careful  inquiries  into  the  matter  have 
had  thejresult  of  re-assuring  us  ;  and,  so  far  from  there  being  any  infe- 
riority in  the  strength  of  timbers  fitted  together  by  the  new  and  rapid 
process  we  are  about  to  describe,  it  appears  that  the  advantage  is  on  the 
side  of  the  machine -built  boat.  This  proposition  derives  a  strong  col- 
lateral support  from  the  fact  that  the  manufacture  of  firearms  in  Ame- 
rica, especially  at  Springfield  and  at  Harper's  Ferry,  has  been  carried  on 
by  a  system  not  essentially  differing  from  Mr.  Thompson's.  At  these 
arsenals  the  various  parts  of  the  rifle  are  prepared  by  machinery,  and  a 
perfect  weapon  is  made  without  the  employment  of  any  hand-tool  be- 
yond a  simple  screwdriver.  Here,  then^  we  have  a  species  of  productioa 
requiring,  above  all  others,  a  delicate  accuracy  of  adjustment  and  reliable 
strength,  yet  satisfied  in  every  point  by  a  mechanical  apparatus.  The 
weapons  thus  constructed  are,  of  course,  proved  by  the  same  severe  tests 
that  are  applied  to  guns  of  ordinary  manufacture.  There  can  be,  then 
no  real  ground  for  objecting,  on  principle,  to  the  facilities  afforded  by 
machinery  in  works  which  we  require  to  be  both  durable  and  reliable. 

The  boat  which  we  saw  partially  built  was  32  feet  long,  with  7  feet 
beam,  and  3, feet  depth.  It  was  a  five-oared  first-class  cutter.  The 
cost  of  manu&cture  of  such  a  boat,  to  our  Government,  is  £16.  Mr. 
Green,  the  eminent  shipbuilder,  would  undertake  to  supply  one  of  the 
same  dimensions  and  class  of  work  for  £13,  and  some  of  his  competitois 
declare  their  readiness  to  tender  for  as  low  a  sum  as  ^ll.     Nothing 
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Hfider  thia  would,  we  MieTe,  be  obtained  in  the  shape  of  hand-labottir 
far  saeh  a  boat>  the  cost  of  producing  which  by  Mr.  Thompson's  ma^- 
fkmerj  is  just  £1.  15s.  Though  it  is  only  safe  to  calculate  on  the  re- 
dnetion  in  the  price  of  labour,  there  is  obviously  good  ground  ibr  belier- 
ing  that  the  general  introduction  of  this  new  system  must  have  its  in- 
fluence on  the  cost  of  materials  But  it  is  enough  for  Mr.  Thompson 
that  he  should  not  only  have  effected  so  immense  a  saving  of  labour, 
but  should  have  attained  a  still  greater  economy  of  time,  which,  after 
ftll,  is  the  very  highest  and  most  important  consideration  involved. 
Another  great  advantage  belonging  to  the  invention  is  that  it  enables 
the  carrying  of  duplicate  parts  of  a  vessel,  so  that  any  damage  may  be 
repaired,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  carpenter. 

We  have  already  intimated  that  boats  by  this  process  are  begun 
where  ordinarily  they  are  \eh  off.     They  are  built  on  forms,  the  auxili- 
aries corresponding  with  the  main  parts.     The  first  object  brought 
under  our  notice  was  a  frame  or  rib,  twenty  of  which  can  be  made  in 
one  day  by  a  skilled  labourer.     The  same  man,  putting  aside  his  skill, 
can  turn  out  500  such  ribs  in  that  space  of  time  by  the  machine.     No 
experience,  and  but  little  aptitude  is  needed.     The  ctttting  df  the  rib 
was  shown  as  the  first  step  in  the  process.     A  piece  of  rough  two- inch 
plank,  which  had  been  previously  subjected  to  steam  for  about  half-an* 
hoar,  was  placed  over  a  form  and  bent  like  leather.     The  wood  96 
ciffved  retains  all  its  natural  strength,  not  a  fibre  being  broken.     It  is 
taken  to  a  drying-room,  where  it  remains  two  hours.     Not  to  trespass 
Qomereifnlly  on  the  time  of  the  visitors,  the  rib  was  cut  from  a  piece  of 
wood  already  bent  and  dried.     A  circular  saw  is  employed  in  this  ope** 
n^on  of  cutting.     The  ribs  are  then  planed  with  incredible  celerity,  by 
s  machine  which  throws  out  the  shavings  in  a  shower  of  flakes  like  win* 
aowed  chaff.    Another  machine^  principally  employed  in  the  ornamental 
proeess,  performs  several  functions  by  the  change  of  knives.    Mouldings 
tad  beadings  are  thus  very  rapidly  produced.     But  the  most  curious 
and  astonishing  machine  is  that  which  the  inventor  calls  the  "  drunken 
ttw,"  which  is  used  solely  in  the  formation  of  gratings.     A  piece  of 
rtrong  diagonal  trellis-work  was  made  by  this  extraordinary  machine  in 
five  minutes,  during  which  time  one  needed  little  or  no  admonition  to 
**  watch  the  saw."  Indeed  to  have  lost  this  portion  of  the  entertainment 
voald  have  been  almost  as  bad  as  missing  the   whole  play.      The 
**  drunken  saw  **  is  a  formidable  steel  disc,  with  a  double  set  of  teeth  ; 
its  axis  being  eccentric,  a  motion  is  imparted  to  it  not  unlike  that  c4  a 
rickety  cart-wheel.     To  use  an  expressive,  though  unscientific  verb,  it 
"^'^gles  from  side  to  side.     But  in  its  apparent  uncertainty  it  is  as  firm 
and  regular  as  if  it  rotated  in  a  right  line.     Its  effect  in  cutting  through 
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a  piece  of  timber  is  to  leaye  a  wide  gap  unaeoounted  for,  like  that  pox- 
aliog  hiatus  which  was  an  in8unnountiJ>le  problem  of  our  juvenile  dayi, 
the  «  first  cut "  of  a  leg  of  mutton.  This  "  drunken  saw  "  is  libelled 
most  cruelly  in  its  title.  There  is  method  in  its  madness— a  wondrously 
sober  calciJation  in  its  seeming  inebriety.  The  pieces  of  wood  with 
diagonal  cuttings  at  regular  intervals,  are  fitted  together  like  pussies, 
but  with  considerably  less  difficulty,  and  thus  the  grating  has  beea 
formed,  while  we  have  enjoyed  the  brief  amusement  of  watching  the 
grave  antics  of  the  "  drunken  saw.'' 

In  Mr.  Thompson's  process  every  part  b  held  relatively  on  the  mm 
form.  There  are  twenty-seven  sizes  of  boats  iised  in  her  Majesty's  narjr, 
and  fiflteen  in  the  merchant  service.  It  is  a  circumstance,  therefore, 
worth  bearing  in  mind,  that  not  only  can  the  machines  turn  out  a  nmn* 
her  of  boats  in  as  short  time  as  they  can  turn  out  one,  but  the  seTenl 
boats  may  vary  in  size. 

A  machine  of  greater  powers  and  more  important  character  than  our 
serio-comic  acquaintance,  the  **  drunken  saw,"  is  one  by  which  planb 
are  fashioned  to  any  curve  that  may  be  desired.  We  saw  a  beam  taken 
through  this  machine,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  shaped  and  planed, 
with  a  convex  surface  on  one  side  and  a  concave  on  the  other,  exactly 
corresponding  to  curves  which  had  been  determined.  The  machine  m 
question  has  an  index,  the  figures  on  which  represent  local  curvatureSi 
If  the  plank  is  marked  4,  the  start  is  made  from  the  same  figure;  and 
thus  an  absolute  precuion  attends  the  whole  process,  without  the  possi- 
bility of  error.  This  work  of  shaping  a  plank  is  done,  in  the  ordinaiy 
way,  with  an  adze.  The  machine  not  only  performs  the  work  of  thirty 
men,  but  performs  it  with  an  accuracy  beyond  the  attainment  of  human 
skilL  There  is  no  forcing  the  plank  when  it  comes  to  be  fitted  to  its 
place;  but  it  lies  there  naturally,  having  been  made  on  the  unerring 
system  of  the  relative  form. 

The  machines  for  rabbeting  the  stem  and  a  portion  of  her  ke^  sre 
~ai8Q  worthy  of  notice;  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  hard  to  say  where  time 
and  attention  would  be  expended  in  vain,  while  looking  through  this  re- 
markable factory.  The  diagonal  cutters  and  inegular  bevils  are  as 
wonderful  in  their  simplicity. as  in  their  strength.  They  are  constnicted 
to  turn  different  ways,  so  as  to  accommodate  t^e  grain  of  the  wood;  bsA 
in  cutting  the  stem  of  a  boat  they  treat  solid  oak  as  mere  nothing.  Tbe 
fierce,  relentless  activity  of  these  powerful  macliines,  joined  with  their 
minute  exactitude  of  operation,  has  in  it  something  terrible. 

Numerous  persons  have  visited  Mr.  Thompson's  factory,  and  the  most 
distinguished  and  professional  have  pronounced  their  unqualified  appro- 
val  of  the  system.*—  Telegraph, 
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CHAPTER  XL 

I  WILL  gratify  my  readers  and  myself  by  getting  quit  of  the  *'  Uncle 
Sam"  as  fast  as  possible. 

By  the  time  the  anger  holes  were  plugged  up,  squaresaii  hauled 
m-board,  water  pumped  out,  and  all  hands  fed  and  grogged,  it  was 
seeessary  to  shape  some  course  for  some  part  of  the  British  Isles.  I 
gave  Billy  the  hint,  and  we  went  below  and  got  out  the  old  chart  for 
sbout  the  five  hundredth  time,  and  which,  by  constant  fingering,  candle 
^pping,  and  rain  wetting,  strongly  resembled  the  table  cloth  of  a  low 
MtiDg-^iouse  in  London  at  4h.  p.m.  In  fact  a  considerable  part  of 
Great  Britain  was  well  nigh  obliterated  by  the  fall  thereon  of  a  large 
flow  of  tobacco  juice  from  Billy's  over  excited  jaws,  as,  poring  over  the 
chart  in  my  aid,  you  heard  him  chewing  his  quid  ns  a  cow  would  her 
cod,  the  result  being  fatal  to  any  object,  not  the  colour  of  mahogany, 
below  his  mouth. 

Billy,  as  usual,  took  the  executive  as  to  talking,  by  observing — '*Tou 
Mes,  8ur,  the  fust  question  we  must  overhaul  b  this  'ere:  Where  us  is? 
Wliere  us  wants  to  go?  and  how  to  steer  so  as  to  fetch  it?  Now  I  sees 
we're  well  down  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  if  so,  if  we  hauls  up  a  leetle 
to  the  vesterd  of  north,  say  N.N.W.,  we's  sure  to  fetch  someveres/* 
Meaning,  thereby,  some  part  of  the  English  or  Irish  shore. 

So  we  accordingly  and  literally  shaped  a  course  from  someveres  to 
tomeverei,  without  being  at  all  sure  as  to  the  spot  we  might  fetch  at 
the  end  of  our  cruise,  Billy  urging  the  necessity  of  a  good  look-out,  for 
'ear  **  we  should  be  like  the  Velchman  as  was  groping  along  a  dark 
entry  with  his  fins  stretched  out  afore  him  for  the  door  at  tother  end 
on  it,  and,  as  it  happened,  put  one  arm  a  one  side  and  tother  o*  tother 
Qcle  of  it,  and  run  stem  on  to  it  with  his  figure-head,  and  then  calls  out: 
*0h,  my  tear,  her  never  thought  her  nose  vas  longer  tan  her  arms 
aforel  * " 

That  night  neither  Billy  nor  I  feft  inclined  to  sleep,  so  we  walked 
the  deck,  and  spun  yams  of  all  kinds  about  sinking  ships,  cast-away 
lAviners,  mutiny,  daring,  man  eating,  &c.  I  have  forgotten  most  of 
the  sea-monster  yams  Billy  spun  and  I  devoured  that  night  as  worthy 
^  sU  credence;  but  the  following  was  one  of  them,  as  Billy  had  only 

*  Continued  from  page  262. 
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(heard  tell  of  though^  mind  you,  irom  a  shipmate.)  This  said  shipmate 
had  been  cast  away  in  an  open  boat,  and  after  suffering  all  kind  of  eoa 
and  tnconceiyable  privations,  they  drew  lots  as  to  who  should  suffer 
death  to  support  a  wretched  existence  in  the  rest,  and  the  dreaded  lot 
fell  on  the  carpenter. 

Here  Billy  went  on  to  say,  "  My  shipmate  said,  that  as  this  'ere  car- 
penter was  very  fat  they  thought  it  was  a  blessin*  it  had  Ml  on  him, 
and  not  the  mate,  as  was  so  thin  his  bones  used  to  rattle  in  a  gaW  o* 
wiadf  like  a  slack  rope  against  a  mast ;  so  they  Ued  him  to  death, 
but  afier  all  they  could  not  touch  him;  he  tasted  $o  uncommon  strong 
of  sawdusi.  You  sees  sur^'  says  Billy,  (when  he  saw  I  disbelierad  this 
highly  ^v^fM?  tale,)  *<  I  shouldn't  have  hoisted  it  in  myself,  only 
my  shipmate  said  as  his  bed  tick  was  stuffed  with  it,  and  it  was  that 

as  gived  him  the  flavour." 

As  the  greatest  (though  not  the  best)  man  in  Europe  said  there  was 

but  one  step  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  so  is  there  but  one  span 
between  the  tough  yam  and  the  true  one  very  ofUn,  aa  may  be  foiiy 
exemplified  by  the  following  anecdote  told  me  by  BUly  that  same  night, 
as  coming  under  his  own  immediate  observation.  I  foi^t  what  Ibe 
ship's  name  was  in  which  this  noble  act  of  self  denial  in  a  British  sea- 
man, at  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  life,  was  enacted;  but  the  following  $n, 
as  near  as  possible,  Billy's  own  words.  Speaking  in  allusion  to  the 
Yankee  carpenter^s  boring  holes  in  the  schooner's  bottom,  he  said,  ^Aj9 
water's  a  bad  master,  but  fire's  a  worser  on  the  open  sea»  and  no  soul 
within  hail  of  you  to  pick  you  up  and  save  you,  if  you  escapes  the 
flames,  which  dewours  you  the  fastest,  floatin'  on  what  ought  to  put 
them  out  the  soonest.  I  was  afore  the  mast  in  a  transport,  called  the 
— —  (forgot  the  name  he  said),  and  we  was  coming  home  from  Ceylon 
with  invalidid  sogers  and  their  wives,  and  the  vidders  and  children  of 
them  as  had  died  of  cholera  and  drink;  and  as  we  wasn't  full  on  urn,  we 
filled  up  with  condemned  ordinance  stores  and  damaged  powder,  and  all 
sorts  of  old  clothin',  and  so  on;  and,  in  short,  was  a  sort  of  floating  hos- 
pital, not  a  soger  aboard  hsrdly  as  had  strength  to  pull  a  rope  or  scmb 
a  deck;  so  us  sailor-men  had  busyiah  times  on  it,  and  not  the  pleasanteit 
nether,  for  we'd  a  agent  aboard,  a  sort  of  superaniwated  leeftenaot,  ss 
drunk  like  a  fish,  and  our  skipper  he  played  ditto^  and  the  mate  be 
thought  share  alike  was  only  fair  play,  and  the  steward  used  to  got 
drunk  with  him  for  company's  sake,  and  so  the  ship's  duty  was  badlj 
done,  and  the  whole  consam  getting  jammed  in  a  clinch,  a  sort  of  over- 
hand knot  fashion,  when  just  as  we  was  about  on  the  Line,  and  captsio, 
agent,  mate^  and  steward,  all  in  the  *  how-cum-yon-so'  line,  the  stewsid 
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he  xeeb  off  below  to  the  laiarette  with  a  naked  lights  fetdiet  waj  OTer 

the  cask  as  he  was  pamping  rum  out  of,  spills  the  liquor,  and  lets  fidi 

the  eandky  and  *afore  you  could  say   '  Jack's  alive/  the  ship's  a-fire>  and 

by  the  time  the  druoken  leefltoiiaDt  and  skipper  rolbd  up  from  below« 

the  blue  flames  was  a  foUeriu'  of  'am  like  hungry  sharks.     The  mate 

bova'cver^  either  wasn't  so  fur  gone  as  then^  or  fear  drir  him  sober  ia  a 

mionity  for  he  takes  charge,  gets  the  ship  hauled  by  the  wind  (for  you 

see%  Msster  ,  we  was  runnin'  dead  before  it,  with  a  light  braess,) 

atnosuls  haoled  down,  mainyard  laid  aback,  and  then  he  calfa  out  to 

^aad  by  and  lower  the  quarter-boats;  but,  whilst  we  was  a  brsdn'  up 

the  yards,  what  on  earth  does  our  drunken  skipper  and  leeftenant  do 

bot  tries  to  lower  one  on  'um  and  swamps  her,  and  away  they  both 

goes  overboard  and  is  drowned;  for,  you  see,  after  a  sort  of  drunken 

euonia'  fashion,  they  casts  the  turns  of  the  tackles  off  in  boards  and  scram* 

Ues  into  her,  so  as  not  to  be  seen,  and  begins  to  cast  off  the  racking 

turn  o'  spun  yam  as  jammed  the  tackle  fall  and  standing  part  together 

below  the  darit^  and  one  lets  go  afore  'tother  was  ready,  and  away  they 

goes  with  the  boat  on  end,  clean  out  on  her,  to  Davy  Jones's  locker,  and 

by  the  time  we  was  round  with  the  yards,  they  was  gone  where  no  drink 

v  sarred  out,  I  take  it.     Nobody  seed  'um  a  sinkin'  or  heerd  'um  a  cry 

out,  for,  what  with  screechin'  women  and  shoutin'  men,  and  crying^ 

olnlder,  and  the  flames  a  mountin'  up  aloft  like  snakes  there  was  a 

pretty  bobbery  fore  and  aft,  I  can  tell  you.    Just  then  a  OTerheated  mm 

cask  bursts,  with  a  report  like  a  overloaded  36-pottnder  with  a  greased 

mossle,  and  a  dozen  fellers,  as  had  been  better  dumb,  and  deaf  too,. 

Kseams  out,  'Oh,  the  powder,  the  powder  I*  and  every  man  jack  of  ust 

nilor  fellers  rashes  for  the  starboard-quarter  boat,  knocked  down  the 

sok  sogers  as  was  strpgglin'  in  with  their  wives  and  childer,  all  but  one 

woman  and  child  as  was  in  afore  us,  lowers  her  down  clear  and  fair  in 

the  water,  nnhooks  the  tackle  blocks,  and  shoves  off  dear  of  the  ship's 

nde,  for  fear  of  the  sogers  jumpin'  in  and  swampin'  of  us.     Well,  just 

M  we  was  clear,  Jim  Cook,  as  was  the  steward's  brother-in-law,  looks 

vouad  the  boat  and  says,  *  Where's  Rush?*  meaning  the  steward,  as  had 

loarried  Jim's  sister  afore  we  started  for  Ingee.     Noboby  know'd,  and 

^UQ,  as  loved  him  better  nor  a  real  brother,  though  he'd  never  get 

^'wk  with  him,  ses»  ses  he,  '  shove  alongside^  and  let  me  aboard  to  find 

Kuh,  for  he's  jammed  like  Jackson  someveres  or  he'd  a  bin  here.'     So. 

^9  pulls  under  the  bows  hopin'  to  keep  out  the  sogers  by  that  move} 

hot  if  we  hoped  the  cruelty  it  was  not  o'  no  use,  for  no  sooner  was  we 

Wider  the  bows  than  as  many  women  and  brats  came  tumblin'  stem  over 

Stan)  into  the  boat  as  nearly  swamped  us  altogether  afore  Jim  Cook 
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oould  get  clear  out  of  us,  and  when  we  shoTed  clear  of  the  weasel  we'd 
not  abore  two  inches  o'  the  boat's  side  clear  o'  the  water,  and  two  more 
souls  in  her  would  have  sent  us  all  to  kingdom  oome;'  so  we  lays  to, 
clear  of  the  ship,  off  the  starboard  gangway,  waiting  for  Jim  and  ahail- 
ing  of  him  to  come  along  and  swim  off  to  the  boat; — when  who  should 
come  to  the  gangway  but  the  poor  sick  soger  as  was  husband  to  the 
woman  in  the  boat  as  was  in  first,  and  the  more  he  shouted,  and  begged, 
and  prayed  on  us  to  take  him  in,  the  more  she  screamed  and  strove  to 
get  back  to  him  again,  for  they  was  alius  noticed  to  bein^  the  lovinitt 
couple  aboard;  and  when  we  got  into  the  boat,  he  was  dragged  out  and 
knocked  over  by  some  of  us,  and  had  only  just  com'd  to  like,  for  he 
was  a  poor  crittur,  just  like  a  ghost  stripped  to  a  gautline,  and  more 
dead  nor  alive  like  anyhow.  Well,  there  he  was,  implorin'  on  as  just 
as  Jim  cum  to  the  gangway  with  his  clothes  a-fire,  and  his  hair  all 
friszled  like  a  nigger's  with  the  flames,  and  he  sees  the  poor  wife 
astretchin'  out  her  arms  to  her  man,  and  him  to  her,  and  he  seiies  hold 
on  him,  and  cries  out  to  her,  '  Is  this  here  thing  youm?'  and  she  cries 
back  in  pitiful  sobs,  'Oh,  yes,  oh,  yes;  he's  my  ain  dear  Jammiel' — ^for 
you  see  they  was  Scotch  folk— when  our  Jim  takes  him  by  the  cuff  of 
the  neck  with  one  hand,  and  by  his  stam  with  the  other,  and  chucks 
him  clean  overboard,  and  putting  out  his  hand  to  us,  farewell  fashion, 
he  calls  out,  *  There,  pick  him  up^  and  let  the  woman  live  and  die  with 
him;  he's  too  light  to  swamp  you,  and  I'll  never  leave  this  ship  so  long 
as  Rush  is  aboard  on  her,  so  shove  off  clear,  for  her  11  blow  up  i'  five 
minnits,  and  God  bless  all  on  you! '  With  these  words  he  slewed  round 
and  went  out  o'  sight  in  the  smoke  and  flames  again,  and  we  never  seed 
htm  more;  but  the  Lord,  as  is  merciful  to  them  as  fears  JOim  and  not 
death,  might  leave  his  body  to  be  burnt,  but  he'd  send  a  angel  for  his 
soul  as  'ud  carry  it  alof^  where  nether  fire  nor  water  could  hurt  it 
no  more!  " 

With  such  yams  as  these,  Billy  spun  out  the  night,  and  at  daylight 
we  both  mounted  aloft  to  look  out  for  land  or  ships,  but  nothing  greeted 
our  longing  visions  but  the  broad  blue  sea,  so  we  just  went  down  below 
again,  took  another  look  at  the  old  chart,  to  our  additional  mystification, 
and  waited  quietly  for  noon  and  clear  weather  to  get  a  meridian  altitude, 
and  therefrom  the  latitude;  but  about  ten  ajn.,  our  look-out  man  reported 
a  sail  broad  on  the  starboard  bow,  so  we  edged  away  for  her  and  set  all 
sail,  and  had  just  raised  her  lower  sails  and  made  her  out  to  be  a  brig 
standing  to  the  southward,  when  she  seemed  to  see  us  for  the  first  time, 
put  her  helm  up  and  steered  straight  from  us,  bringing  her  two  masts 
into  one. 
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Well,  to  make  a  long  story  short,  by  four  p.m.,  we  were  up  witb  her, 
and  found  her  to  be  an  English  brig  which  had  lost  her  conToy  two 
days  before  in  the  thick  weather,  and  was  now  running  the  gauntlet 
of  the  French  and  American  cruisers,  single  handed  to  the  West  Indies, 
if  she  could  only  get  there  safely  under  the  circumstances,  a  matter 
▼ery  problematical. 

From  her  we  got  something  like  our  true  position,  and  proper  course 
to  ateer  for  making  the  Land*s  End,  and  actually  hit  so  near  it  the  next 
night,  as  almost  to  run  the  schooner  ashore  on  the  Scilly  Isles;  but 
having  just  escaped  the  foul  ground  by  keeping  a  strict  and  anxious 
look  out,  we  turned  our  head  off  shore  and  lay-to  for  daylight,  Billy 
and  I  serving  out  an  extra  glass  of  grog  to  all  hands,  and  taking  the 
same  ourselves,  feeling  pretty  much  in  the  position  of  men  who,  having 
crossed  a  trackless  desert,  come  on  the  green  tree  and  spring  of  the 
wilderness  when  hope  had  well-nigh  sank  before  despair.  I  warmly 
and  earnestly  thanked  Billy  for  all  he  had  done  for  me,  as  without  his 
aid,  resolute  will,  and  powerful  arm,  I  should  never  have  brought  our 
cmise  to  a  happy  termination;  but  he  would  not  listen  to  it;  he  said 
he  had  only  done  his  duty,  and  felt  happy  in  doing  it;  and  added*- 
what  I  did  not  think  his  reasoning  powers  had  arrived  at — '*Tou  sees, 
master—,  strength  is  strength,  but  it  ain^t  command;  and  if  you 
hadn't  a  bin  a-board,  small  as  you  is,  things  wouldn't  a  ended  as  well 
as  they  has  done;  for  as  our  parson  in  the  dear  old  frigate  used  to  say, 
^Physical  force  is  one  thing,  my  brethren,  and  moral  power  is  another, 
and  more  powerfuller  weapon  wherewith  to  control  wiolence  and  dis- 
order;^ and  so  you  sees,  sur,  as  long  as  our  men  seed  your  bit  of  dirk, 
and  cocked  hpt,  and  weekly  accounts  (white  stripes  on  the  midship- 
man^s  blue  coat  collar,)  they  felt  a  sort  of  haw  for  your  rank  tho'  they 
migfat'unt  care  a  —  for  yourself  as  the  fag  end  of  a  feller  man;  and 
its  just  rank,  and  not  bulk,  as  does  it  I" 

Well,  in  two  days  I  got  my  prize  safely  into  Plymouth  Sound.  When 
I  found  myself  there  before  the  frigate,  and  then,  well  washed  and 
zigg^  in  uniform,  went  and  reported  myself  to  the  Port  Admiral,  and 
received  his  applause.  I  fear  I  was  very  like  the  frog  in  the  fable, 
tiying  to  enlarge  itself  to  the  sixe  of  an  ox« 
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Roycd  London  Yacht  Club. — The  first  match  of  the  season  of  this  dub 
was  held  on  Saturday,  the  glorious  Ist  of  June,  the  anniversary  of  one  of 
our  grandest  old  sea-fights,  the  like  of  which  we  shall  never  see  again. 
It  was  for  the  third  class  vessels  of  the  cluh,  not  exceeding  ten  tons;  one 
minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.  The  prizes  were  for 
the  first  vessel  a  handsome  silver  basket  of  the  value  of  20  sovs.,  and  for 
the  second  boat  5  sovs.  cash.  An  extra  match  for  small  yachts  of  nx 
tons  and  under,  belonging  to  members  of  the  club,  also  came  off  at  the 
same  time,  for  which  the  first  prize  was  a  pair  of  silver  goblets,  value 
15  sovs.,  and  for  the  second  vessel  6  sovs.  cash.  ;  time  allowance  the 
same.  As  the  little  vessels  started  first,  we  shall  describe  their  struggle 
for  glory  in  that  order,  so  as  not  to  mix  up  the  two  classes  in  their  re- 
spective races. 

The  morning  was  at  first  lowering,  and  there  was  a  haze  abroad  be- 
tokening great  heat,  accompanied  by  a  nice  breeze  from  W.  to  W.N.W.; 
shortly  before  ten  a  general  move  was  visible  amongst  the  canvas-backi 
that  disported  themselves  on  the  bosom  of  the  *'  Big  Thame  water",  and 
the  following  lilliputian  tonners  came  to  anchor  in  line  abreast  for  the 
start.  The  course  was  from  Erith  to  Coal  House  Point  and  back  to 
Greenwich. 

Numbered  at  in  Huni*e  Yacht  Litt/or  1861. 


Ho. 


ILancet.... 

689  May~fly 

Girafib.... 

9l6^ray .... 

1190  Wee-pet. 


Big 

TODt 

sloop 

4 

sloop 

4 

cutter 

e 

sloop 

5 

sloop 

4 

J.  F.  Delany,  Esq. 
W.  Roe,  Esq.  • 

D.  Hatcher,  Esq. 
G.  Haines,  Esq. 
A.  O.  Casamajor,  Esq. 


BuUdert 


Picot 

Britten 
Milfort! 


The  Idas,  6  tons,  Messrs.  Ayckbourn  and  Chamock,  and  Cicely,  it 
tons,  Mr.  8tarkie,  were  entered,  but  did  not  appear  at  the  starting 
booys.  At  lib.  32m.  dOs.  a  capital  start  was  effected,  the  little  ships' 
CMws  having  to  set  their  canvas,  and  weigh  their  anchors  at  the  same 
time.  This  difficult  manoeuvre,  difficult  from  the  confined  space  is 
which  the  men  have  to  work  on  board  such  craft,  was  performed  most 
creditably,  and  all  got  away  on  excellent  terms.  Shortly  after  startb; 
the  Giraffe  went  into  first  plaoe,  and  declared  to  win;  and  well  she  sap- 
ported  her  challenge  to  the  little  fleet,  for  notwithstanding  all  their 
efforts,  she  went  along  as  she  liked,  and  held  the  lead  throughout,  and 
won  as  she  pleased.     The  celerity  displayed  by  the  crew  in  getting  her 
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anchor  in  aad  hoistiog  her  canvas  made  a  great  impression  in  her  &Tor, 
and  odds  were  freely  offered.  Down  St.  Clements  she  led  them  a  merry 
dance,  away  past  Greenhithe  it  was  the  same,  the  Spray  and  Lancet 
were  the  only  two  yessels  that  showed  any  pretensions  to  compete  with 
the  leader,  and  these  two  had  a  spurt  together,  hut  in  no  way  came 
within  hail  of  Giraffe  as  the  following  times  of  rounding  flag-buoy  off 
Coal  House  Point  will  show:— 


Girafib 

Spraj... 

Limcet. 


h.  m.  B. 
1  11  80 
1  18  20 
1     19      6 


h.   m.    8. 

Maj^j ^ 1    81    28 

Wee-pet. 1    24     0 


Soon  after  rounding  the  wind  hauled  up  more  north,  and  some  wicked 
nor^-west  bursters  came  rattling  across  the  river,  making  the  little  craft 
to  **  wake  up  and  look  sudden  "  after  their  sticks;  and  if  the  cheeks  of 
some  of  the  crews  did  4>f  &  moment  blanch,  it  was  not  to  be  laughed  at, 
for  we  heard  more  than  one  veteran  proclaim  their  imminent  danger 
from  those  fitful  puffs.  The  tide  had  not  run  down  its  full  due,  and 
thej  had  to  burst  up  the  tail  end  of  the  ebb  as  far  as  Gravesend,  and  a 
dead  noser  to  boot:  the  Giraffe  kept  her  square-headed  topsul  set,  and 
turned  up  to  wind  in  trae  "  Itchen-ferry  fashion,"  placing  fathom  after 
fathom  of  clear  water  at  every  tack  between  her  and  her  antagonists. 
The  Wee  Pet  seemed  to  have  her  hands  full  of  work  in  the  squalls,  but 
went  away  like  a  good  plucked  little  barkie  notwithstanding.  Green- 
wich was  reached  without  any  change  nave  that  of  the  Mayfly  and  Spray 
retiring  from  the  contest,  and  Wee  Pet  going  into  third  place;  the  times 
of  passing  the  flag-buoy  was  as  follows:*- 

h.  m.  I.  I                           h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  a.  * 

Giraffe 5    7  80  |  Lancet 6  12  80  |  Wee-pet 6  80    0 

Giraffe  was  declared  the  winner,  and  **  King  Dan  of  the  Itchen  "  duly 
presented  by  Commodore  Arcedeckne  with  the  silver  goblets,  out  of 
which  we  hope  he  will  quaff  to  the  success  of  many  more  of  his  famous 
little  clippers:  the  Lancet  received  the  second  prize. 

Nvmbered  OM  in  BunCs  Yaeki  IMfar  1861. 


No. 

Names  of  Yachts 

Big. 

Tons. 

Ownars. 

Boildars. 

82 

BcsBsie 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

10     J.  H.  Hedge,  Esq. 
8     J.  C.  Grav.  £80. 

Harvey 

1243 

Why  Not? 

Hatcher 

1069 

Violet 

9 

Lord  de  Ros 

Aldous 

The  starting  gun  for  these  vessels  was  fired  at  11  h.  41m.  158.:  the 
Why-not  and  Bessie  were  first  away,  promptly  followed  by  the  hardy 
little  Violet,  which  appeared  quite  ready  and  willing  to  make  as  gallant 
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a  fight  as  she  did  with  the  same  antagonists  at  the  Prince  of  Wiks 
Tacht  Club  Match  on  the  2l8t  of  Bfay,  notwithstanding  that  on  the 
present  occasion  she  lost  some  eight  minutes  at  the  start  bj  ranging  on 
on  her  anchor.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the  Why-not  got  ashoce 
during  the  same  match,  at  a  period  when  the  race  was  apparently  in  hand| 
and  after  establishing  a  good  steady  average  freehold,  in  the  vidnity  ol 
Thames  Haven,  she  got  afloat  again  just  Im.  36s.  too  late.  The  £unt 
of  the  celebrated  builders,  Hatcher  of  Southampton,  commonly  known 
as  **  King  Daniel  of  the  Itchen,"  and  Harvey  of  Wivenhoe;  the  boilden 
respectively  of  the  Why- not  and  Bessie,  imparted  to  this,  their  second 
time  of  meeting,  very  great  interest,  and  every  move  of  the  rival  dip- 
pers was  closely  scrutinize^;  the  Itchen  Ferry  mariners  have  eatabhshed 
for  themselves  a  prestige  upon  the  waters  of  the  Thames,  more  for- 
midable if  possible  than  that  which  they  en)oy  in  their  own  waters 
of  Southampton;  so  that  the  advent  of  the  lassie  was  looked  upon 
as  like  to  shake  '*King  DanV  dynasty  to  its  foundations;  "King 
Dan*^  himself  however  appeared  determined  not  to  **  die  nasty,^*  for  he 
sent  the  Why-not  along  at  a  rare  pace,  taking  a  commanding  lead  at 
once,  and  giving  the  Bessie's  crew  all  their  work  to  do^  and  little  time 
to  study  the  manner  of  doing  it;  the  Violet  behaved  wonderfully  and 
was  excellently  handled,  and  they  rounded  the  Coal  House  flag-boat  in 
the  following  order  and  times: — 

h.  m.  8.  r                              h.  m.  8. 1  h.  m.  s. 

Why-not 1  14  15  |  Bessie X    17    0  |  Violet 1  18  15 

The  Why-not  mindful  of  the  mess  she  got  into  on  the  21st  of  May, 
had  prepared  betimes  for  the  rounding  of  the  flag-boat,  and  the  Bessie, 
watching  her  like  a  hawk,  also  shifted  her  topsail,  and  made  everything 
snug  for  a  determined  battle  to  windward;  round  therefore  they  came, 
and  the  Why-not  with  a  strong  lead,  commenced  working  the  north 
shore  cautiously  in  the  slack  water,  that  anywhere  offered  means  whereby 
to  escape  the  last  race  of  the  ebb;  approaching  Gravesend  the  Bessie 
walked  up  to  her  saucily  hand  over  hand,  and  the  interest  in  the  struggle 
became  intensified ;  off  the  town  pier  of  Gravesend  she  ranged  up  to 
wrest  the  weather-gage  firom  the  Why-not,  she  tacked  just  off  the  pier, 
but  missed  in  her  calculation  of  weathering  the  Why-not,  the  latter  ves- 
sel was  standing  in  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  accordingly  hailed  the 
Bessie  either  to  put  about  or  give  way,  neither  of  which  she  did,  and 
the  bowsprit  of  the  Why-not  catching  in  the  mainsail  of  the  little 
Wivenhoe  beauty,  and  the  pride  of  the  Itchen  was  despoiled  of  that  im- 
portant stick  at  a  moment  most  critical,  and  away  went  spar  and  sail 
overboard.    Now  we  never  are  disposed  to  say  otherwise  than  what  will 
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promote  good  fellowship  and  forward  the  interests  of  yachting,  and  It  is 
in  this  spirit  that  we  beg  to  observe  that  a  little  more  of  the  **  suatnter 
in  modo^  displayed  between  these  vessel's  crews  upon  that  day,  would 
haye  ensured  the  pleasurable  ending  of  a  splendidly  sailed  and  most 
interesting  match  to  many  delighted  spectators;  would  not  have  damaged 
either  vessefs  chance  a  hair's-breadth ;  and  would  have  spared  the  sailing 
committee  an  extremely  unpleasant  job,  and  themselves  the  expenditure 
of  much  unnecessary  £nglish  grammar.  The  crew  of  the  Why-not, 
with  most  admirable  smartness  speedily  rigged  out  the  stump  of  tlie 
bowsprit  and  set  up  a  storm  jib  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  lead  now 
obtained  by  both  Violet  and  Bessie,  she  turned  to  after  ten  minutes 
delay,  and  settled  to  her  work  like  a  real  plucky  little  heart-of-oak;  off 
Greenhithe  she  collared  the  Violet,  but  the  Bessie  had  by  this  time 
obtained  too  strong  a  lead,  and  the  flag-boat  at  Greenwhich  Hospital 
was  passed  in  the  following,  order  and  times: — 

h.  m.  8.  I                            h.  ID.  8.  I  h.  m.  s. 

, 5    8     15  I  Why-not 5    20  20  |  Violet 5    40    0 


The  protests  entered  between  Bessie  and  Why -not  of  course  precluded 
the  prizes  in  this  match  being  given  to  the  winners  on  board  the  club 
steamer;  but  the  sailing  committee  having  met  to  consider  the  matter  in 
all  its  bearings,  came  to  the  decision  that  the  Bessie  had  forfeited  all 
claim  to  the  prize,  and  awarded  the  Silver  Basket  to  the  Why-not,  and 
the  sovereigns  to  the  Violet  as  second  boat* 

Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Match. — Monday,  June  3rd,  commenced 
the  firpt  match  of  the  season  of  this  fine  club  which  has  now,  through 
the  indefatigable  exertions  of  its  noble  commodore  Lord  Alfred  Paget, 
assisted  by  his  able  staff  of  officers,  arrived  at  the  enviable  distinction 
of  being  considered  the  first  yachting  club  in  the  world,  and  should  any 
doubt  exist  in  the  mind  of  any  yachtsman,  the  fleet  of  racers  that 
assembled  at  the  starting  buoys  off  Erith  on  that  day,  every  one  of 
which  belonged  to  this  famous  club,  would  be  a  convincing  argument 
to  remove  it :  we  think  that  in  the  annals  of  yachting  no  single  club 
has  ever  previously  put  forward  so  grand  a  fleet,  and  although  the 
prizes  were  thrown  open  to  all  vessels  belonging  to  Royal  Clubs,  yet  not 
a  single  burgee  was  found  hardy  enough  to  beard  the  matchless  clip- 
pers which  so  gallantly  bear  the  blue  flag  with  its  snowy  cross  and 
crimson  crown,  not  only  in  the  waters  of  the  Thames,  but  wherever  a 
banner  may  be  flown,  and  a  noble  craft  and  daring  crew  may  do  battle 
for  the  Championship  of  the  sea. 

The  prizes  offered  were,  for  the  first  class,  being  vessels  exceeding 
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35  tons,  a  magnificent  lilver  epergne  and  stand,  from  tbe  ateHMr  of  Mr. 
Hancock  of  Bniton  Street,  value  100  sovs.,  a  prize  for  the  aeoond 
boat  of  an  elaborately  cbased  silver  jug^  witb  two  caps  to  matchy  made 
bj  Messrs.  Garrard  of  tbe  Haymarket.  For  tbe  second  class  vessels  of 
over  20  tons,  and  not  exceeding  85  tons,  tbe  first  prize  was  a  beautifol 
silver  tea  service,  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Garrard,  of  tbe  value  of 
50  sovs.,  and  a  splendid  silver  tankard,  made  by  Mr.  Hancock,  lor  tbe 
second  vessel.  Tbe  course  was  from  Eritb  round  tbe  Nore  Light-ship 
and  back,  and  tbe  allowance  of  time  for  tonnage  in  both  classes  was  30 
secondSi     Tbe  following  were  tbe  entries:— 

Numbertd  as  in  HmVm  Yacht  LUtfor  1861. 


No. 


156 


FIBST  CLASS. 

Chrystabel 


769 
791 
764 
794 


Namet  d  Taehts 


788  0spre7, 
57|Aadaz ... 

430 
S8 

432 


GUmoe... 
Amfizon, 
Qlimpae 
619  ICarina... 


SEOOVD  CLASS. 

973|Thought 

Phasma. 

Phyche. 

Phantom^ 

Queen 


Kif. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tom 


48 
62 
59 
86 
46 
36 
65 

27 
34 
22 
27 
28 


Ownen 


H.  H.  Kennard,  Esq. 
CoL  B.  W.  Huey 
J.  H.  Johnion,  Esq. 
Andrew  Duncan,  Esq. 
H.  F.  Smith,  Esq. 
John  Clark,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Morioe,  Esq. 


F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.    iHatcher 
E.  Saunderson,  Esq.     Ratsey 
Ck)L  B.  W.  Cumberlege  Tutt 
S.  Lane,  Esq.  Penny 

Capt.  J.  W.  Whltbread  Wanhill 


Aldoua 

Ratsey 

Harvey 

Hatcher 

Harvey 

Spencer 

Batsey 


Of  tbese  all  started  except  tbe  Psycbe. 

Tbe  morning  of  Monday  was  lowering  and  gloomy»  looking  for  ligbt 
winds  and  sbowers ;  and  at  tbe  time  of  starting  tbe  wind  was  rery 
ligbt  at  nortb-west:  tbe  vessels  were  moored  in  two  lines  off  Eritb 
Cburcb,  tbe  ligbt  weigbts  being  considerably  lower  down  tban  tbe  larger 
vessels.  Never  perbaps  was  speculation  so  mucb  at  &ult  upon  any 
event  in  tbe  aquatic  world  as  upon  tbis  race;  and  expressive  of  the 
reason  wby  we  sball  quote  tbe  observation  of  a  veteran  yacbtsman  made 
to  us  as  be  surveyed  tbe  vessels  at  tbe  starting  buoys»  "  Tbere  was  too 
mucb  talent  afloat  for  tbe  widtb  of  tbe  water,  and  tbe  weight  (f)  of  the 
weather!  *' 

Lord  Alfred  Paget,  Vice-commodore  Green,  and  tbe  Secretary,  Capt 
Stuart  Grants  were  as  ever,  punctually  to  their  posts  to  the  moment; 
tbere  b  no  waiting  for  laggards,  no  postponing  for  a  half  hour  or  so, 
witb  the  Royal  Thames,  everything  is  done  like  clockwork,  and  conse- 
quently yachtsmen  know  to  the  quarter  second  when  the  word  of  com- 
mand will  be  given  and  tbe  gun  fired 
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At  llh.  45in.  15s.,  the  roar  of  the  gnn  had  a  magical  efSect,  an 
appareDil J  solid  wall  of  canTas  rose  as  at  the  wave  of  a  necromaocer's 
rod.  Cheer  after  cheer  rose  fitfnlly  and  wildly  upon  the  air  as  the 
splendid  sight  warmed  into  fever  heat  the  bipod  of  the  hundreds  of  eager 
and  delighted  spectators:  such  a  sight  had  never  before  been  witnessed 
on  the  Thames,  and  the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the  many  persons  that 
crowded  the  accompanying  yachts,  the  steamers,  and  the  shores  of  the 
river  was  never  equalled  save  upon  Epsom  Downs.  The  Derby  of  the 
Thames  had  indeed  commenced,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  all  the 
vessels  were  under  canvas  and  away,  was  something  marvellous,  be- 
tokening veteran  experience  and  the  perfection  of  training  in  both  men 
and  officers.  To  say  one  word  about  masters  or  crews  would  be  invidi- 
ous, for  the  flower  of  cutter  sailors  were  engaged  in  this  contest:  had 
the  weather  been  a  little  more  propitious,  and  had  a  strong  breeze, 
that  would  have  developed  the  powers  of  the  larger  craft,  prevailed,  it 
would  have  been  the  finest  race  ever  witnessed  on  the  Thames  or 
elsewhere. 

Thought  was  first  with  her  canvas,  sending  up  her  ga£F  topsail  at  the 
flame  time  as  her  lower  sails,  the  other  vessels  were  almost  together  in 
their  rapidity  of  seamanship  ;  the  Thought  g^t  a  splendid  start  and  was 
fint  away.  Phantom  got  hampered  in  some  unaccountable  manner  with 
her  springy  and  before  her  crew  could  clear  it  the  large  vessels  were 
down  upon  her  and  she  was  the  last  to  get  away  ;  in  the  light  wind  that 
prevailed  the  leewardmost  vessels  were  becalmed  by  those  to  windward, 
and  did  one  by  a  chance  flaw  endeavour  to  clear  out  of  the  ruck,  the 
others  with  equal  promptitude  took  advantage  of  it  and  were  down  upon 
her  like  a  flight  of  hawks  ;  talent  was  afloat  with  a  vengeance,  and  it 
took  an  eagle  eye  and  a  fox's  cunning  to  gain  an  inch  of  vantage  water. 
Thus  they  moved  down  through  Erith  Rands,  a  compact  mass  of  canvas; 
presenting  a  coup  d'csilf  that  those  fortunate  enough  to  witness  it  will 
never  forget ;  at  length  the  master  of  the  Glimpse  espied  a  streak  of 
tide,  and  sending  the  little  ship  boldly  into  it,  she  went  away  with  a 
splendid  lead,  astonishing  many  who  witnessed  the  manoeuvre,  as  those 
who  were  not  in  the  secret  could  not  understand  how  such  an  able  look- 
ing little  cruiser  could  so  rapidly  steal  away  from  the  long  dangerous 
looking  dippers  ihat  crowded  in  her  wake. 

At  1  lb.  57m.  10s.  going  down  the  Rands  the  fle'et  formed  two  divi- 
sions ;  the  port  division  led,  consisting  of  the  following  vessels  :— 
Glimpse,  Mariniii  Queen,  Thought,  Amazon,  and  Glance:  the  starboard 
division  to  leeward  consisted  of  Audax,  Chrystabel,  Phantom,  Osprey, 
«nd  Phasma.     At  12h.  3m.   10s.  Chiystobel  tried  to  luff  across  the 
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8tein8  of  the  vessels  ahead  of  her,  whilst  the  wily  Thought  handled  with 
marvellous  nicety,  burst  through  the  lee  of  both  Queen  and  Marina, 
went  to  windward  of  the  Glimpse,  wresting  the  lead  from  her  and 
boldly  challenged  the  whole  fleet :  a  loud  murmur  passed  from  deck  to 
deck,  as  the  dangerous  little  clipper  went  proudly  to  the  front,  shaking 
her  red  and  white  battle  flag  in  saucy  defiance.  At  12h.  10m.  10s.  all 
gybed  into  Long  Reach,  which  they  entered  in  the  following  order  : — 
Thought  with  a  good  100  yards  lead.  Queen  2nd,  Glimpse  3rd,  Glance 
4th,  Marina  5th,  Amazon  6th,  Audax  7th,  Phantom  8th,  Osprey  9eh, 
Chrystabel,  10th  and  Phasma  11th.  Through  Long  Reach  they  ran  in 
this  order,  the  Thought  still  gaining,  and  all  the  others  close  abreast  of 
each  other  ;  off  Greenhithe  the  Chrystabel  bore  away  to  leeward  to  get 
clear  of  the  ruck,  the  Audax  and  Osprey  following  suit,  shook  them- 
selves loose  and  endeavoured  to  force  a  passage  ;  Glimpse  also  began  to 
lose  ground,  and  appeared  very  stiff.  Going  through  St.  Clemen tf 
there  was  a  firesh  puff,  and  all  began  to  show  faint  white  streaks  astern. 
Thought  still  increasing  her  lead  ;  her  formidable  competitors  astern 
were  pla3ring  her  game  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  for  woe  betide 
the  little  ship  that  beg^n  to  show  her  bowsprit  one  inch  beyond  what 
was  considered  safe. 

At  12h.  54m.  10s.  the  wind  fell  light  again,  and  going  through 
Northfleet  Hope  the  Osprey  began  to  look  dangerous,  and  Audax  en- 
deavoured to  force  her  way  through  the  Glance's  lee,  but  the  Glance 
would  not  have  it  at  any  price,  and  covered  the  formidable  Aadax  so 
that  she  could  not  escape  from  her.  Off  Northfleet  the  Osprey  warily 
watched  her  chance  and  luffed  to  windward  of  the  Glance,  and  the 
Audax,  Glance  and  Osprey  ranged  beam  and  beam  with  the  Queen,  the 
latter  vessel  sticking  upon  the  Glance's  weather  bow  with  astonishing 
p^nacity,  and  giving  the  latter  vessel  her  wash  the  greater  pari  of  the 
run  down.  The  Osprey  went  steadily  and  surely  ahead  and  took  the 
second  place  in  beautiful  style,  then  came  the  Queen  with  the  Glance, 
Audax,  and  Chrystabel  all  together  on  her  lee  quarter,  the  remaining 
vessels  well  up^  At  this  point  the  desperate  struggle  commenced  ,  the 
Audax  sent  four  men  out  on  her  bowsprit,  and  shifted  her  balloon  jib 
for  going  through  the  Lower  Hope  ;  the  Glance  followed  her  eiLample, 
as  also  did  the  Marina  ;  Audax  again  tried  to  force  her  way  through 
the  Glance's  lee,  but  the  little  cHpper  was  wary  and  watchliil ;  again  the 
Audax  watched  her  opportunity  and  changing  her  tactics  luffed  short 
up  across  Glance's  stem,  but  it  was  also  luff  with  the  Glance  in  an 
instant,  and  the  stately  clipper  was  again  foiled  ;  nothing  daunted  agjun 
she  tried  her  speed  in  a  strong  puff  to  wrest  the  weather  gage  from  the 
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Glance  ;  the  Chrystabel  ranging  up  in  the  puff  luffed  on  the  quarter  of 
the  Audaz,  and  both  yessels  threatened  to  overpower  the  hardy  little 
Glanee,  but  she  was  not  to  be  caught  napping,  it  was  down  helm  with 
her  like  lightning,  and  she  bored  the  Audaz  and  Chrystabel  into  such 
shallow  water  that  at  last  they  were  forced  to  up  helm  and  run  to  lee- 
ward. Along  the  shore  of  Tilbury  marshes  this  game  battle  was  fought, 
the  Glance  not  flinching  an  inch  to  her  powerful  antagonists  ;  numerous 
handkerchiefs  were  waved  from  the  steamers,  and  repeated  cheers  testi- 
fied the  admiration  excited  by  the  little  Glance's  clever  tactics  to  escape 
being  overpowered  by  her  rivals.  Many  fancied  that  both  Audax  and 
Glance  scraped  the  mud  during  this  exciting  contest,  but  no  such  thing 
took  place. 

The  Audax  however  would  not  be  denied,  and  entering  the  Lower 
Hope  she  burst  through  the  lee  of  both  Glance  and  Queen,  and  took 
the  third  place  ;  the  Thought  had  at  this  time  obtained  a  lead  of  fully 
a  mile,  and  the  Osprey  was  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ahead  of  the 
Audax,  Glance  and  Queen.  Phantom  was  terribly  hampered  amongst 
her  large  adversaries  astern  and  could  not  get  clear  at  any  price  ;  going 
into  Sea  Reach  the  Chrystabel  ran  through  the  Glance's  lee,  and  the 
vessels  were  then  in  the  following  position: — Thought  1st,  Osprey  2nd9 
Audax  3rd,  Chyrstabel  4th.  Next  came  the  Glance,  Queen,  Phantom, 
Amazon,  and  Marina,  all  in  a  ruck,  running  down  wind  in  splendid 
style;  the  Phantom  weathering  on  the  Queen,  ^d  both  head-reached 
on  the  Glance,  Marina,  and  Amazon ;  the  Marina  began  to  make  play, 
and  went  ahead  of  them  at  this  time. 

At  2h.  36m.  it  was  a  beautiful  race  amongst  these  vessels,  the  Glance 
sgain  shewing  slightly  ahead,  the  Queen  and  Phantom  ding-dong  at 
each  other  to  windward  of  her,  the  Phasma  ranged  up  under  Phantom's 
lee^  ind  the  Amazon  and  Glimpse  to  leeward  of  all:  the  stemmost  ves- 
sels were  reaching  along  with  a  fresh  breeze  and  drawing  up  with  the 
▼an  of  the  fleet.  Nearing  Southend  the  vessels  stood  in  the  following 
order— Thought,  Osprey,  Audax,  Chrystabel,  Marina,  Glance,  Amazon, 
Phantom,  Queen,  Phasma,  and  Glimpse:  at  3h.  21m.  the  Glance  ranged 
op  beam  and  beam  with  the  Marina,  the  Amazon  ranged  up  alongride 
the  Glance  to4eeward,  and  a  beautiful  race  took  place  between  these 
^ree  vessels  for  the  lightship:  the  Glimpse  carried  away  her  bobstay  off 
Hole  Haven,  and  was  unable  to  replace  it,  so  that  it  was  wonderful  how 
•he  kept  her  position  at  all.  The  world-famed  Nore  was  at  length 
reached  just  as  the  tide  gave  symptoms  of  being  done,  the  wind  a  point 
n^ore  to  the  west  than  in  the  morning,  but  very  variable  and  light ;  it 
was  rounded  in  the  following  order  and  times:— 
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m.  8. 

83 

13 

87 

26 

89 

45 

44 

20 

50 

45 

51 

3 

h. 

Amazon 3 

Phantom 3 

Phasma 8 

Glimpse 3 

Qoeen. 4 


m. 

a. 

51 

95 

55 

23 

58 

M 

59 

40 

0 

45 

Thought 3 

Oiprey 8 

Andax 8 

ChrjstabeL 8 

Marina 8 

Glanoe 8 

All  had  shifted  jibs  at  the  close  of  the  ran  to  the  ship,  but  Thooglit, 
Glancey  and  Phantom  still  carried  their  large  topsails.     The  Thooglit 
made  a  grand  bound  oyer  to  the  Eaaex  shore,  not  losing  an  inch  of  her 
lead  by  die  wind  ;  the  Glance  rounded  the  ship  in  beautiful  style  snd 
hauled  up  sharp  in  a  bow  line  in  a  masterly  manner,  going  to  windward 
of  the  Marina  and  Amazon  after  a  fashion  that  woke  those  two  yesseb 
up  considerably,  as  the  Phantom  rounded  the  ship,  her  gaff-topsail 
giving  way  and  carrying  away  the  yard,  her  topsul  came  down  by  the 
run,  a  disaster  which  proved  of  vast  detriment  to  her  at  a  most  critical 
point  of  the  race  ;  she  however  set  her  second  topsail  very  smartly  ; 
the  wind  shifting  a  little  enabled  all  the  vessels  to  lie  up  through  Sea 
Reach,  and  they  maintained  their  respective  pontions  as  in  rounding  the 
Nore  ;  going  through  the  Lower  Hope  the  Osprey  overhauled  the 
Thought  hand  over  hand,  and  threatened  to  wrest  the  lead  from  her, 
but  nearing  the  Ovens  buoy  the  Thought  caught  a  nice  air  of  wind, 
and  again  took  a  strong  lead  ;  the  Audax  next  shook  herself  loose  and 
travelled  up  to  the  Osprey  in  grand  style,  and  the  Chrystabel  challenged 
both  ;  much  excitement  was  aroused  by  the  aspect  the  struggle  assumed  ; 
horn  the  speed  of  the  Thought  and  the  day  being  almost  her  ovrn,  it 
became  evident  that  she  would  take  the  first  prize  from  the  first  class 
vessels,  and  the  Audax  having  come  within  her  time  of  Osprey,  and  the 
Chrystabel  witinn  her  time  of  both,  it  became  almost  a  toss  up  and 
dependance  on  the  chapter  of  accidents,  as  to  who  the  other  winners 
should  be  ;  for  of  wind  to  enable  them  to  show  skill  or  seamanship  there 
was  none  :  at  6h.  11m.  the  Phantom  collared  the  Glance  and  took  fifth 
place,  going  along  as  if  she  had  a  screw  in  her  tail.     In  Gravesend 
Reach  the  Chrystabel  lost  a  good  deal  of  her  vantage  ground,  whilst 
the  Osprey  drew  rapidly  on   the  Thought  and  went  away  from  die 
Audax  :   it  was  a  turn  to  windward  through  Northfleet  Hope,  and  the 
Thought  made  beautiful  sailing :  at6h.29m.  10s.  the  Chrystabel  tacked 
to  starboard  :  at  6h.  ddm.  55s.  the  Osprey  and  Audax  tacked  to  star- 
board, and   at   6h.  d5m.  258.  they  both   again  tacked   to  port ;  the 
Thought  well  ahead  of  all  did  not  make  her  first  tack  to  starboard  in 
the  Hope  until  6h.  d6m.,  this  will  show  what  she  giuned  in  handling 
at  this  point     Off  Purfleet  there  was  a  great  fleet  of  ships,  brigs,  and 
barges,  which  considerably  hampered  the  yachts,  but  by  excjuisite  hand- 
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ling  tliey  were  token  through  in  fine  style,  and  the  Flag  Ship  at  Erith 
was  roanded  in  the  following  order  and  times. — 


h,  m.    8. 

Thonghe 7  54    47 

Osprej 7  57    30 

Andax 7  59    50 

Chrystabel 8  4    42 

Phantom 8  u    42 

Glance 8  18-  45 


h.    ni«  ■• 

Marina 8    85  0 

Amazon 8    40  0 

47  0 

49  0 

50  0 


Pbasma 8 

Qaeen 8 

Glimpse.. 8 


There  was  scarcely  aoy  wind  '  at  the  finish,  but  the  excitement  As  to 
the  result  of  the  race  between  the  Osprey,  Audaz,  and  Chrystabel,  was 
intense,  as  the  two  latter  vessels  approached  the  Flag  Ship  ;  the  Audaz 
was  however  again  fated  to  be  the  victim  of  time  allowance,  losing  her 
well  sailed  race  to  the  Osprey  however  by  only  SQs.,  her  allowance  of 
time  fifom  Osprey  being  Im.  30j.  Thus  the  Thought  having  come  in 
ahead  of  all  the  first  class  vessels  took  the  first  prize  of  chat  class, 
£100  sov.  plate.  The  Osprey  took  the  first  prize  of  the  second  class 
vessels  ;  the  Chrystabel  the  second  prize  of  the  first  class  vessels  ;  and 
the  Pliantom  the  second  prize  of  the  second  class. 

JuNS  1 8th  .—This  elub  celebrated  the  second  match  of  the  season  on 
another  glorious  day  in  the  annals  of  old  England^ a  day  ever  ren- 
dered memorable  by  being  the  anniversary  of  one  of  the  hardest  fought 
battles  we  have  ever  seen  recorded,  a  battle  in  which  the  courage  of 
the  belligerents  on  both  sides  was  equal,  and,  although  our  ancient 
enemy  suffered  defeat,  their  honor  remained  pure  and  unsullied:  we 
hope  many  generations  will  pass  away  ^ere  the  ploughshare  be  again 
tamed  into  a  weapon  of  warfare  between  the  two  countriea;  quod 
avertat  Deus, 

Our  present  pursuits  are  the  enjoyment  of  friendly  contention  between 
artistic  specimen^  of  naval  architecture,  sailed  more  for  the  honor  of 
being  hailed  the  winner  than  for  the  possession  of  the  prizes  that  accom- 
pany that  title.  In  our  previous  account  of  June  3rd,  we  have  noticed 
the  KberaKty  of  the  Royal  Thames  in  its  various  prizes:  possessed  as 
this  cldb  b  of  a  greater  amount  of  funded  capital  than  any  other,  it  clUi 
afford  to  sport  a  few  hundreds  yearly  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
pleasure  navy,  by  inducing  a  Spirit  of  rivalry  among  yacht  builders  and 
others.  On  this  occasion  prizes  were  offered  for  a  class  of  vessels 
that  bad  never  won  a  prize  in  the  club,  belonging  to  members,  which 
had  been  built  and  launched  prior  to  Jan.  1st,  1860,  and  did  not 
exceed  50  tons,  this  was  called  an  **  Extra  Match, "^-the  prize  an  elabo- 
rately  chased  silver  salver,  value  50  sovs ,  mauufactured  by  Smith  and 
Mieholtoiif  for  which  the  foHowtng  started,— 
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No. 

Nuoet  of  Taehto 

Rig 

Ton 

Owoera 

Bvtktert 

73.5 

Oriole 

catter 
catter 
catter 

26 
43 
21 

J.  W.  Ledger,  Eiq.      Jnman 
J.  Field,  Esq.               IPattersoo 
W.  R.  Qade.  Era.        iWanhill 

194 

Cyclone. •••. 

812 

Eva 

Prizes  were  also  offered  for  third  and  fourth  class  yachts,  but  the 
former  oot  filling  the  fourth  class  sailed  for  a  handsome  silver  teapot, 
ewer,  and  jug  to  match,  value  30  sovs.,  manufactured  by  Smith  and 
Nicholson,  for  the  first  vessel ;  and  a  silver  tankard,  value  10  sovs.,  by 
Garrard,  for  the  second  vessel,  if  four  started.    The  following  entered — 


No. 

Namet  of  YaohU 

Rig. 

Ton 

Ownora. 

Bidldcn. 

1069 

801 

Violet 

Quiver...... 

cutter 
catter 
cutter 
cutter 

9 
12 
11 
12 

Lordde  Roc 
Capt.  Chamberlayne 
W.  Cooper,  Esq. 
W.  L.  Parry,  Esq. 

Aldous 

Cbamberlayr^ 

Hatcher 

248 

Don  Juan.... 

A80 

Folly 

Payne 

M,   WU^  ••.......•.•••.••.•• 

The  first  named  vessel  did  not  start  in  consequence  of  illness  in  the 
family  of  Lord  De  Ros. 

Not  quite  so  punctual  as  usual  the  steamer  left  the  Adelaide  wharf, 
having  on  board  the  noble  commodore  and  an  excellent  corap3ny,  which 
although  not  so  many  as  on  the  previous  occasion,  yet  quite  sufficient  to 
make  the  trip  pleasant,  especially  in  this  warm  weather.  On  arriving 
at  Erith  we  found  the  '*  pets  "  lying  quietly  at  their  moorings  ready  for 
action.  As  there  was  a  great  disparity  in  the  sizes  of  the  vessels  they 
were  started  at  different  periods,— -the  course  being  the  same,  namely, 
from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  back,  a  distance  of  about  45  miles. 

The  gun  fired  for  the  fourth  class  at  lib.  30m.  308.  when  the  Don 
Juan,  with  lightning  speed  was  under  canvas,  with  topsail  set,  and  first 
to  point  her  bow  to  the  downward  course,  followed  by  Folly,  which 
stood  over  to  the  Essex  shore,  but  speedily  put  about  and  endeavoured 
to  cross  the  bow  of  Don  Juan,  and  failed  in  the  attempt.  Both  vessels 
crossed  the  Quiver  which  had  to  give  way,  and  all  then  stretched  over 
to  the  Kentish  shore;  the  wind  being  at  this  time  about  E.N.E.  The 
Don  led  through  Long  Reach.  In  Fidler's  Reach  the  Folly  caught  up 
a  breeze  which  placed  her  beam  and  beam  with  Don  Juan,  and  off  Grays 
Reach  they  were  compelled  to  give  way  to  each  other,  which  gave  the 
Quiver  a  slight  advantage,  as  they  lay  down  Northfleet  Hope  the  Quiver 
was  about  a  minute  astern,  and  the  Folly  off  Northfleet  took  the  lead  of 
Don  Juan,  which  she  kept  throughout  the  oourse  down,  being  at  Coal 
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House  Point  about  two  minutes  ahead  of  Doo  Juan,  and  eight  ahead  of 

Quiver.     They  dashed  through  the  Lower  Hope,  but  in  Sea  Reach  they 

eooountered  a  heavy  sea,  which  required  great  caution  on  the  part  of 

such  small  boats,  especially  with  Folly,  whose  mast  was  said  to  be  weak. 

The  Flag  boat  was  placed  for  rounding  about  a  mile  short  of  the  Chap- 

man,  and  the  three  small  vessels  rounded  as  follows  :— 

II.  m.  8*  I                           u.  m.  s«  I  n.  oi>  s« 

F0U7. 2  46    0  I  Don  Juan... 2  48  40  |  Quiver 2  56  15 

The  Folly  had  thus  gained  2m.  408.  on  Don  Juan,  and  10m.  15s.  on 
Quiver. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  larger  craft  the  "  extra  match^  as  it  was 

termed.     The  starting  g^n  gave  forth  the  welcome  sound  at  lib.  42m. 

158.,  when  the  Oriole  with  great  smartness  hoisted  her  lower  canvas, 

and  as  she  canted  uprose  her  square-headed  topsail.     This  alacrity  gave 

promise  of  better  things  than  her  after  performance  realised.— She  was 

first  away  with  a  lead  of  two  lengths,  followed  by  Cyclone  and  the 

little  Eva,  which,  by  judicious  management  g^t  the  lead,  for  soon  after 

the  first  tack,  being  well  to  windward  she  shot  far  into  the  bight,  and 

when  they  came  about  again  was  well  ahead,  though  impeded  in  her 

progress  by  a  yacht  not  in  the  match — the  Cyclone  had  also  passed  ahead 

of  Oriole — ill  this  order  they  went  through  Fidler*s  Reach,  and  when 

off  Broadness  the  Cyclone  getting  a  fresh  breeze  overhauled  the  -Eva, 

and  keeping  the  freshner,  whilst  the  little  vessel  apparently  was  not  so 

favored,  flew  down  Gray's  Reach,  in  pursuit  of  the  tiny  fleet,  the  last 

▼cssel  of  which  she  overhauled  in  the  Lower  Hope,  through  which  she 

>ped  "right  merrily.^     The  club  steamer  now   blazed   away  for  the 

Chapman  to  be  in  time  for  the  rounding,  so  that  we  lost  the  latter  part 

of  the  race  between  Eva  and  her  slow  compeer  the  Oriole.     The  time 

of  passing  was  :— 

h.  m.  fl.  I                            h.  m.  s.  I  h.   m.  s, 

Cjdone 2   52  SO  I  Eva 2    59  40  |  Oriole 3    12  45 

The  Cyclone  had  gained  7m.  10s.  of  the  time  she  had  to  allow  Eva. 

fi^eh  vessel  in  both  classes  rounded  in  a  very  excellent  manner. 
Those  vessels  which  had  not  struck  their  jib-headed  topsails  previous  to 
it>QDdiog,  immediately  after  changed  them  for  their  largest  square  top* 
^^ ;  and  now  the  whole  interest  in  the  race  was  apparently  over — for 
It  was  soon  made  apparent  that  the  Don  Juan  notwithstanding  the 
hosstiug  of  her  admirers,  had  met  on  strange  waters  one  whose  laurels 
^e  could  not  pluck— and  the  hitherto  almost  invincible  Quiver  likewise 
was  doomed  to  an  inglorious  defeat.  The  Cyclone  we  may  presume  had 
*  niuch  ligrger  area  of  canvas  than  the  Eva,  yet  she  did  not  in  running 


m. 

8. 

10 

20 

13 

50 

15 

SO 

k  m.  I. 

Quiyer 5  17  50 

Era. 5  21  20 

Oriote 5  26  O 


316  IlUMX'tt   TACUTINO   BtAQAZlKE. 

•how  anything  to  adrantoge,  for  on  examining  the  following  statemeut 

it  will  be  seen  that  she  lost  Im.  208.  of  the  time  she  had  gained  ou  Eva. 

The  arrival  at  Erith  was  :-~ 

h. 

Folly 5 

Don  Joan 5 

pydone. 5 

The  Vice-Commodor«,  R.  Green,  Esq.,  presented  the  prizes  to  the 
successful  yessels.  The  Folly  having  beat  the  Don  Juan  by  2m.  SOs. 
independent  of  Ume  she  had  to  allow,  received  the  first  prixe,  and  the 
Don  Juan  the  second. 

The  Eva  having  to  receive  11m.  from  Cyclone,  was  the  winner  by  5m. 
10s.  of  the  salver,  the  priie  in  the  extra  match. 

In  the  programme  it  was  announced  that  the  second  prize  would  only 
be  given  in  the  event  of  four  starting,  but  the  offidab  of  the  elab, 
taking  into  consideration  that  the  three  vessels  that  did  start  came  ex- 
pressly for  this  match  from  Southampton,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  they 
could  not  all  be  rewarded  for  the  zeal  which  their  owners  show  in  the 
matches  on  the  Thames. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  particularize  these  yachts  as  they  have  been  so 
frequently  logged  in  the  Magazine^ 

London  Bridge  was  reached  shortly  al^r  7  p.m.,  after  enjoying 
pleasant  weather  and  excellent  matches. 


IRISH  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  second-class  match  for  yachts  of  this  clnb,  fixed  for  Sataiday,  June  8, 
after  proving  roost  exciting  for  a  short  time,  unluckily  ended  in  disappoint- 
ment. The  day  was  fine  in  the  morning,  with  a  nice  light  breeze  firom  the 
N.N.E.,  but  from  the  look  of  the  sky,  aod  the  well-known  habit  of  easterly 
winds  in  the  Bay  of  Dublin,  the  knowing  hands  predicted  a  calm,  and  many 
bets  were  offered  that  the  gentlemen  amateurs  on  board  the  contending  craft, 
would  pass  the  night  at  sea.  At  2h.  SOm.  a  red  flag  at  the  mast-head  of  the 
Racer,  revenue  cutter,  gave  the  signal  for  the  yachts  to  take  up  their  stations, 
which  they  did  in  a  line  from  U.Nf.S.  Ajax  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
The  entries  were : — 

Emerald,  cutter,  12  tons,  W.J.  Corrigan,  Esq. ;  Magnet,  cutter,  12  tons, 
E.  J.  Bolton,  Esq.  ;  Virago,  cutter,  10}  tons,  J.  Whyte,  Esq. ;  Ethel, 
schooner,  13  tons,  D.  Ferguson,  Esq. 

By  the  conditions  of  the  race  each  was  to  be  manned  and  steered  by  gen- 
tlemen members  of  the  club  or  of  a  royal  yacht  club,  one  paid  hand  only 
allowed  in  each  boat,  which  was  to  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  prize  if  he  touched 
the  tiller. 
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The  Emerald  did  not  show,  and  the  nee  wm  couidered  to  He  entirely 
between  the  Magnet  and  Virago,  as  the  Ethel,  though  a  fine  sea  boat  and 
last  in  a  hreese,  haa  too  small  sails  for  racing,  and  was  most  kindly  entered 
by  ber  spirited  owner  merely  to  make  up  the  match ;  she  is,  however*  17  tonS| 
but  received  an  allowance  of  one  quarter  as  a  schooner,  and  in  a  stiff  breeie 
with  a  sea  would  possle  most  of  the  smaller  ones. 

The  Magnet  is  a  very  pretty  craft,  most  beautifully  fiuisbedi  and  with 
*  fpreat  accommodation ;  she  reflects  great  credit  on  her  builder  and  designer, 
Holden  ol  Kingstown,  and  on  her  owner,  Mr.  £.  J.  Bolton,  Royal  Thamet 
Yacht  Club,  for  the  way  she  is  brought  out ;  her  new  suit  of  sails,  by  Lap- 
tbome,  shone  white  in  the  tun  and  fitted  beautifully,  her  large  square-headed 
topsail  standing  like  a  board.  She  was  unlucky  last  season,  as  being 
hurriedly  brought  out  with  her  new  rigeing  all  slack,  she  lost  her  mast  in 
mnniDg  for  the  Club  Challenge  Cup  on  July  10,  and  having  by  great  exer- 
tion got  a  new  one  in  during  the  night  in  time  to  start  for  the  £20  prise  of 
the  Boyal  St.  6eorge*a  Yacht  Club  next  day,  her  boom  went  in  the  first 
round.  She,  however,  won  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Cup  at  Swansea  on  the 
23rd  of  August. 

The  Virago  is  well  known  in  Dublin,  and  beat  the  Dove  and  several  otben 
for  the  Chidleoge  Cup  of  this  club  in  1859,  and  carried  away  her  bowsprit 
while  looking  well  for  the  same  cup  last  year. 

At  8h.  5m.  the  first  gun  was  fired  to  make  ready,  when  in  taking  an  extra  pull 
at  the  Virago's  topsail  sheet  it  gave  way  about  two  feet  from  the  cleat  or 
gafr  end,  and  of  course  unrove,  leaving  her  in  a  pretty  fix  ;  however»  without 
a  moment's  delay  her  main  and  peak  halyards  were  let  go,  and  one  of  her 
amateurs  receiring  the  broken  end  through  the  cleat  was  aloft  in  an  instant, 
and  rebent  the  end  in  the  sail,  while  the  mainsail  followed  him  with  such 
rapidity  that  when  the  second  gun  went  her  topsail  was  again  sheeted  home, 
and  she  led  out  of  the  harbour  ;  but  unluckily  meeting  the  Alacrity  of  Bor- 
mouth  right  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  she  had  to  go  under  her  stern, 
which  threw  her  considerably  to  leeward*  and  her  topsail  tack  and  sheet 
being  a  little  slack  after  the  scrimmage  at  starting,  it  would  not  sit,  and  she 
went  so  far  to  leeward  that  it  looked  any  odds  on  the  Magnet.  Her  crew, 
however,  soon  gathered  things  together,  and,  both  vessels  soon  after  going 
about,  she  passed  astern  of  the  Magnet  some  150  yards,  but  was  soon  seen 
to  be  holding  a  better  wind,  and  after  two  or  three  tacks,  in  which  her 
helmsman,  a  limb  of  the  law,  distinguished  himself  exceedingly  by  his 
judgment,  and  nice  handling  in  the  light  puffs  which  came  now  and  then  a 
little  more  fteely,  she  fairly  crossed  the  Magnet's  bow,  amidst  the  cheers  and 
chaff  of  both  crews. 

The  interest  in  the  race  was  then  over,  as  the  Magnet  held  her  reach 
towards  the  northward,  looking  for  a  breeze  and  the  tail  of  the  ebb  tide 
while  the  Virago  and  Ethel  worked  towards  the  southward,  being  anxious 
to  get  round  the  south  Burfbrd  buoy  before  the  wind  altogether  left  them 
and  th9  tide  turned.  This  a  shift  enabled  the  Virago  to  do,  and  a  catspaw 
oomiog  dead  aft,  enabled  her  to  set  her  balloon  jib  and  go  away  tor  the  North 
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Bnrford  at  a  racing  pace,  leayfog  the  Ethel  in  n  calm,  going  broadride  oo 
upon  the  Soath  buoy,  while  the  Magnet,  utterly  becalmed  to  the  north,  and 
the  tide  turning  against  her,  was  at  least  three  miles  astern.  It  now  looked 
any  odds  on  Virago,  who  rounded  the  North  Burford  at  6h.  3m.  358.  p.m.,  and 
immediately  began  to  make  her  way  up  the  bay  to  the  East  Bar  buoy,  dis- 
tant three  and  three  quarter  miles ;  before,  however,  getting  inside  the  Baily 
light  and  out  of  the  flood  tide,  running  round  Howth  Head  to  the  northward, 
it  auddenly  fell  a  dead  calm,  and  from  that  time  until  lOh.  p.m.,  ahe  continned  ' 
to  drift,  sometimes  barely  holding  her  own,  sometimes  going  astern. 

Magnet  and  Ethel,  meanwhile,  were  fighting  their  way  to  the  North  Bar- 
ford,  against  tide,  and  at  about  9h.  the  former  contrived  to  get  round  it ; 
but  as  the  rules  of  the  club  require  the  race  to  be  concluded  by  9h.  p.m., 
there  was  nothing  for  it  but  with  the  first  wind  that  came  to  make  the  best 
of  their  way  home.  The  wind,  when  it  did  come,  was  dead  on  end,  and  ao 
light  that  the  Virago  could  not  make  her  way  across  the  bay  until  12h.  SOnu, 
and,  curiously  enough,  met  the  Magnet  at  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
just  as  she  went  in,  and  had  a  stretch  across  it  with  her.  The  Ethel  got  in 
half  an  hour  sooner.  It  was  lucky  they  did  get  in,  as  the  night  came  on 
calm,  with  heavy  rain,  not  pleasant  in  small  craft,  with  very  little  grog  on 
board. 


NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  first  match  of  this  club  was  held  at  Cantley,  a  convenient  point  oo 
the  Yare,  a  few  miles  from  Norwich,  on  6th  June.  Although  the  weather 
has  been  extremely  fine  during  the  last  fortnight,  a  change  for  the  worae  aet 
in  on  Thursday,  which  was  ushered  iu  by  a  cold  drizzling  xain,  gradually 
increasing  in  intensity,  and  a  cutting  north-easter.  But  yachtsmen  are  not 
daunted  at  trifles,  and  the  muster  at  Cantley  was  fully  equal  to  former  yeara ; 
indeed,  the  reach  of  the  Yare,  near  the  staithe,  was  quite  gay  with  amateur 
shipping,  from  20  to  30  yachts  and  latteens  having  put  in  an  appearance. 
The  Commodore  (Mr  W.  H.  Scott)  was  not  present,  being  detained  in  another 
part  of  Norfolk  by  an  engagement  in  connexion  with  the  volunteers;  but  the 
Vice  Commodore  (Mr.  F.  Brown)  and  the  ex-Commodore  (Mr.  R.  S.  Ti«f- 
ford)  were  both  in  attendance,  the  fine  yacht  of  the  latter,  the  Argonaut, 
being  an  especial  centre  of  attraction  during  the  day.  Among  the  other 
jachts  and  latteens  assembled  were  the  Wanderer,  Belvidere,  Red  Rover, 
Medora,  Psyche,  Wallace,  and  Kathleen,  from  Yarmouth;  Bittern,  Red 
Rover,  Marguerite,  Kestrel,  Merlin,  Amateur,  and  Cygnet  from  Norwich  i 
Vampire  from  Cove;  Brilliant  from  Heccles;  Alma  from  Surlingham;  Uriel 
from  Bungay,  &c.  With  such  a  goodly  for.ce  as  this,  nothing  was  wanted  but 
a  warm,  sunny  day,  to  render  the  meeting  a  most  pleasurable  and  satisfiictoiy 
gathering ;  but  as  the  fates  were  unpropitious  in  this  respect,  the  only  course 
open  was  to  make  the  best  of  the  circumstances  as  they  stood.  After  all, 
the  day  turned  out  better  than  it  promised,  for  the  rain  ceased  early  in  the 
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iflernooD,  and  the  keenness  of  the  wind  also  abated  something  in  intensity, 
ahboogb  the  doll  leaden  aspect  of  the  skies  gave  a  sombre  tinge  to  the 
whole  proceedings. 

The  club  has  varied  to  some  extent  the  arrangement  of  its  matches  for  the 
ensuiog  season.     Instead  of  offering  one  prize  to  be  sailed  for  three  times, 
sod  to  be  gained  twice  out  of  the  three  before  being  awarded,  prizes  of  not 
less  than  £S  nor  more  than  ^eiO  are  to  be  competed  for  at  each  meeting,  and 
to  be  carried  off  then  and  there  by  the  winning  yacht.     This  will  probably 
be  found  an  improvement,  for  it  is  difiBcult  to  sustain  one's  interest  in  a  con« 
test  protiacted  over  a  whole  season,  while  disputes  are  almost  certain  to 
arise  in  the  coarse  of  such  a  long-drawn  affair.    Two  prizes  of  i^lO  were 
offered,  in  accordance  with  the  new  system,  one  for  cutter  yachts  and  the 
other  for  latteens,  although  the  latter  match  not  filling  at  first  was  not  pro- 
ceeded with  till  rather  a  late  hour.    The  course  laid  down  for  both  matches 
extended  about  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the  staithe   (as  the  wharves  built  at 
various  points  of  the  Yare  for  the  shipment  of  agricultural  commodities  are 
termed)  and  was  sailed  over  three  times,  making  in  all  a  distance,  including 
the  <' backwardations*'  (if  the  language  of  the  Stock  Exchange  may  be 
Adapted  to  aquatics),  of  some  twelve  miles.    The  cutter  yachts  entered  in 
the  first  match  were  the  Bittern,  Messrs.  J.  and  U.  Morgan ;  the  Wanderer, 
Mt.  J.  Barber ;  the  Belridere,  Mr.  T.  Read ;  the  Marguerite,  Mr.  H.  K. 
Thompson;  aftd  the  Kestrel,  Col.  Baker  (10th  Hussars). 

The  start  took  place  at  12h.  38m.  45s.  The  Bittern  met  with  an  accident 
CArly  ID  the  match,  running  foul  of  a  wherry,  and  carrying  away  part  of  her 
Wsprit  rigging ;  the  Marguerite  (a  Cowes  built  yacht  of  5  tons)  abandoned 
the  contest  before  completing  the  first  round  ;  and  the  Kestrel,  after  tra- 
versing the  coarse  once  very  respectably,  ran  aground,  and  was  consequently 
put  hors  de  combat  The  affair  thus  became  narrowed  to  the  Wanderer  and 
the  Belridere,  which  had  soon  attained  a  decided  advantage  over  the  others. 
The  contest  was  at  the  outset  a  close  one,  and  the  two  j^achts  rounded  the 
first  buoy  nearly  together.  In  running  before  the  wind,  however,  the  Wan- 
^ver,  which  carried  an  enormous  mainsail,  soon  showed  her  heels  to  her 
opponent,  and  left  her  considerably  astern.  The  first  round  was  completed 
«•  follows :— Wanderer,  1h.  SSm.  40s.,  Belvidere,  Ih.  SSm;  178.,  Kestrel, 
It  89m.  19s. 

As  the  tonnage  of  the  Wanderer  exceeds  that  of  the  Belvidere  by  6  tons^ 
^  had  to  make  an  allowance  of  2m.  30s. ;  and  as  she  had  only  an  advantage 
^  Im.  87s.  the  chance  of  the  Belvidere  at  this  point  was  not  altogether 
"**P^less.  But  the  second  round  proved  equally  advantageous  to  the  Wan- 
^^^^t  the  same  circumstance  operating  in  her  favour  as  before,  as  will  be 
*^tt  from  the  return  of  the  times  at  which  the  second  round  was  gone 
over :— Wanderer,  2h.  26m.  5s. :  Belvidere,  2h.  30m.  10s. 

^e  third  round  passed  off  in  the  same  manner,  although  the  wind  not 
j^'Dg  qpitt  so  fresh,  the  Wanderer  made  scarcely  such  rapid  way.  The 
^crenoe,  however,  was  hardly  perceptible,  for  while  she  was  52m.  25s.  in 
S^  the  second  roand,  she  occupied  no  more  than  54ni.  258.  in  traversing 
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tbe  ooorae  for  the  third  time.  She  added  Im.  248.  to  her  adTantag^  orer 
her  oppoDent,  and  as  she  had  iocreased  her  lead  hj  2id.  ISs.  in  the  •econd 
round,  she  came  in  at  tbe  close  5m.  198,  ahead,  thu^  winning  with  2m.  40s. 
to  spare.  The  result  was  officially  returned  as  folio wa  :^- Wanderer,  Sb. 
2<)m.  aOa. ;  Belvidere*  dh.  25m.  1  is. 

The  latteen  match  was  afterwards  proceeded  with,  the  entries  being  tbe 
Merlin  (Messrs.  Foster  and  Hubbard),  the  Vampire  (Mr.  Everett),  and  tbe 
Atalanta  (Col.  Wilson).  It  blew  rather  sharply  from  the  N  E.,  bat  as  the 
evening  advanced  its  force  somewhat  diminished.  Tbe  start  took  place  about 
ten  minutes  after  four,  and  tbe  first  round  (about  four  milea,  the  ooune 
traversed  being  the  same  as  in  the  yacht  mntch)  was  completed  as  follows}— 
Vampire  6h.  2m.  82s.;  Merlin  5b.  3m.  28b.,  Atalanta  5b.  9m.  30s.  The 
last  named  boat  considering  her  chance  bopelesH,  did  not  pursue  herfoune 
further.  The  tonnage  of  tbe  Vampire  exceeding  that  of  the  Merlin  by  four 
tons,  she  had  to  make  an  allowance  of  two  minutes,  and  therefore  the  Merlin 
at  this  point  had  still  a  margin  of  1  m.  4s.  This,  however,  wholly  disappeared 
in  the  second  round,  which  the  Vampire  completed  at  5h.  55m.  40s.,  the 
Merlin  following  at  5b.  58m.  55s.  The  third  round  enabled  the  Vampire 
slill  to  increase  her  lead,  and  she  came  in  at  6h.  52m.  20s.,  the  Merlin  not 
following  till  6b.  58m.  Os.,  giving  the  Vampire  an  advantage,  afier  allowing 
for  difference  of  tonnage,  of  3m.  40s,  She  accordingly  received  the  prise 
(^10).  The  Atalanta  was  aonoanced  for  sale  at  the  close' of  the  day's 
proceedings,  but  it  is  understood  that  she  was  not  disposed  of. 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  LIFE- BOAT  INSTITUTION. 

A  MEBTiKG  of  this  Institution  was  held  June  6th,  at  its  house,  John-steeet, 
Adelphi,  Thomas  Chapman,  Esq.,  r.B.8.,  Vice-President,  In  the  chair.  Pre- 
sent—Admiral Sir  T.  Herbert,  k  c.b  ,  A.  Bobteleur,  Esq.,  Captain  Washing- 
ton, B.H.,  F.a.s.,  (Uydrograpber  to  the  Admiralty,)  Colonel  Palmer,  Sir  E. 
Perrott,  Bart.,  and  Admiral  Bullock. 

Mr.  Lewis,  the  Secretary,  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 

Tbe  silver  medal  of  tbe  Institution  was  voted  to  Lieut.  Dj'er,  B.M.,and 
Mr.  George  Farrin,  gunner  of  Her  Majesty  *8  ship  Ajax,  in  testimony  of  their 
intrepid  services,  in  conjunction  with  many  others,  who  had  been  previously 
rewarded  in  saving  life  from  tbe  brig  Neptune,  which  was  wrecked  off  Kifigp- 
town,  on  the  9th  of  February  last.  Lieut  Dyer  had  been  twice  swept  away 
by  the  surf,  but  was  providentially  savetl,  and  Mr.  Farrin  received  on  that 
disastrouR  occasion,  a  serious  wound  on  the  hf  ad,  from  which  it  was  ssid  he 
still  suffered. 

-  The  silver  medal  of  the  Institution  was  likewise  presented  to  Mr.  John 
Large,  master  gunner  in  the  Royal  Artillery,  in  acknowledgement  of  fail 
brave  exertions  in  wading  into  tbe  surf  at  the  peril  of  his  life  and  ai4}ng  to 
rescue  three  out  of  seven  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Harmony  of  Waterfofd, 
which,  during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  was  wrecked  in  Freshwater  West  tay 
near  Milford. 
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A  reward  of  £2  was  granted  to  George  Gilbert,  flshennan  of  Sattott-brtdge 
on  the  Lincolnshire  coast,  ibr  his  prompt  and  ?ery  laudable  services  in 
resening,  at  considerable  risk  of  life,  four  men,  whose  boat,  daring  squally 
weather,  had  sunk,  placing  her  crew  in  a  most  dangerous  position.  Gilbert 
observing  the  accident,  poshed  off  immediately  to  their  help,  and  arrived  at 
the  spot  just  in  time  to  save  them  from  a  watery  grave. 

A  reward  of  £13  was  also  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Arklow  life-boat,  be- 
kmging  to  the  Institution,  for  patting  off  in  reply  to  signals  of  dbtress  f^om 
two  vessels,  which  had,  however,  afterwards  got  out  of  danger.  It  often 
happens  that  a  vessel  has  a  signal  of  distress  flying,  and  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  her  in  extreme  danger,  when  the  lifb*boat's  crew  are  quickly 
it  their  posts,  but  they  go  off  only  to  find  on  arrival  at  the  vessel  that,  by  a 
diange  of  wind,  or  other  unforeseen  cause,  she  has  escaped  the  danger,  an4 
that  the  services  of  the  life-boat  are  not  required ;  yet  the  crew  of  the  latter 
Day  have  to  incur  as  much  risk  in  going  out  and  returning  to  the  shore 
through  a  heavy  surf  as  if  they  had  returned  freighted  with  a  shipwrecked 
crew.  Snch  services  are  indeed  sometimes  of  the  most  trjring  description 
that  (he  life-boat  man  is  called  on  to  encounter,  as  all  the  dangers  and  expo- 
tore  which  he  may  have  undergone  have  been  to  no  purpose.  Tet  in  such 
esses  it  will  not  do  to  hang  back  until  it  is  certain  that  the  shipwrecked  crew 
are  in  the  last  extremity,  fbr  it  would  then  too  often  happen  that  the  far 
greater  disappointment  and  grief  would  be  experienced  of  seeing  the  vessel 
tnd  her  crew  engulphed,  when  the  means  of  safety  were  already  on  their  way, 
but  too  late  to  be  of  any  avail. 

A  reward  of  £12  was  likewise  granted  to  a  number  of  poor  fishermen  of 
BUsket  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Kerry,  for  their  very  laudable  and  humane 
exertions  in  rescuing  fifteen  persons  from  a  boat  belonging  to  the  ill-fated 
ibip  Middlesex,  ofj^ew  York,  which  during  a  fearful  gale  of  wind  had  been 
abandoned  in  a  sinking  state,  with  fifty -three  persons  on  board,  in  the  At- 
Isntic,  IB  March  last  After  enduring  great  suffering  on  the  ocean  for  many 
days,  the  poor  shipwrecked  men  were  ultimately  observed  by  the  islanders, 
who  fouiid  them  in  a  most  exhausted  state,  and  brought  them  ashore  at  much 
risk  of  life,  two  of  the  suflbrers  ftlling  dead  on  reaching  the  land.  The 
•ttvivors  were  taken  into  the  oottagee  of  the  islanders  and  treated  most 
kbdly  by  them  for*  several  daya,  during  which  period  it  was  found  imprac- 
ticable to  communicate  with  the  mainland. 

It  was  reported  that  the  Institution  had  sent  a  few  days  prior  a  large  life- 
boat, 85  feet  long  accompanied  by  a  transporting  carriage  to  Selsey,  on  the 
Bottex  coast.  The  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Company 
W  readily  given  them  a  free  conveyance  over  their  line.  Some  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  and  others  had  contributed  £180  towards  the  cost  of 
the  life-boat,  which  amount  had  been  collected  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Wilkinson,  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Beck. 

The  InalitutioD  had  also  life-boats  ready  to  be  forwarded  to  Campbeltown 
ia  Seotlaad)  and  St.  Ives  in  Cornwall,  and  others  were  building  for  several 
<nher  places. 
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It  wu  itited  that  the  Society  coDtiDoed  to  (upplj  iti  lifr-boat  iluioQi 
witb  birometen,  muufiictDred  bf  N^relti  and  ZambM,  and  Terified  u 
luiul  by  Mr.  Gluhier,  of  tha  R07BI  ObMrratoiy,  Greenwich.  Tbe  chuU 
OQ  which  tbo  daily  iodicalioiH  of  tbe  inBtrument*  are  Doted,  make  ibem 
witboat  difficnltj  iatelii^ble  and  lervieeable  to  tbe  moat  illiterate  00  tbe 

At  a  public  me«tuig  held  a  few  daji  ago  at  Gneroaej,  it  decided  to  aSa 
ibtai  new  life<baat,  which  la  on  the  plan  of  tbe  IiMtilulioii,  to  the  Sodeij. 

A  report  waa  read  &om  tbe  Inspector  of  Ufe-boau,  of  his  recent  vintto 
the  life-boat  Stationa  of  the  Insdtuiioo  on  the  Sussex  and  Kent  coasts,  sH 
of  «4ijch  he  found  in  good  order. 

Payments  amoaDIiDg  to  £450  were  made  on  Tsrions  life-boat  estsUilh- 
ments.  Tbe  commilttee  earaestl;  appealed  to  the  public  for  asaiatance,  to 
enable  them  to  meal  tbe  continued  bea?j  demands  on  tbeir  many  life-boati, 
now  numbeiing  113. 

The  proceedings  then  closed. 


:o  shipwrecked  petioot, 
IF  life-jacket,  as 


Among  the  machinery  in  use  for  affording  si 
not  the  least  unportant  article  is  a  life-belt,  ( 
termed. 

As  a  person  with  an  efficient  life-belt  on  cannot  sink,  and  can,  with  little 
difficulty,  maintuo  an  erect  poiiiion  in  tbe  water,  with  the  &ce  raised  veil 
abovfl  it,  although  unable  to  swim,  it  will  readily  be  conceived  that,  if  throws 
into  the  water  by  any  accident,  he  will  have  a  much  better  chance  of  beiiif 
«V«d  tbui  if  not  (0  prorided,  especially  in  a  rough  sea. 

Numberless  iustaacc*  bave  occurred  in 
proof  of  this  statement ;  but  a  recent  HK- 
jaacholy  accident  to  alife-boat,  not  beloi^- 
ingto  the  National  Life-boat  InstitutioD, 
when  eleven  men  out  of  twelve  who  fbnnei 
her  crew  perished,  they  haring  on  life-belu 
if  an  iuferioT  descriplion,  whilst  the  only 
[lan  saved,  and  who  could  not  awim,  bad 
m  an  efficient  belt,  (precisely  nmilar  to  ttHt 
■hewn  in  oiir  sketch,)  has  attached  to  tbt 
I  subject  a  certain  amount  of  public  interest 
\  We  think,  therefore,  that  we  shall  be  serriog 
interest  by  publishing  a  description  sod 
tsketch  of  the  life-belt  worn  by  the  fbita- 
nate  survivor  of  the  life-boat's  crew  abon 
referred  to,  umilar  belts  to  those  wbid 
have  been,  for  the  last  seven  years,  provi- 
ded to  their  life-boaU'  crews  by  the  Sf 
tional  Life-boat  InstitniioD. 

Various  descriptions  of  belts,  Ac,  hsn 
of  late  years  been  deugned ;  but  as  all  si* 
not  equally  efficient,  and  especially  as  si 
an  not  alike  adapted  for  tbe  use  of  a  person  who  must  undergo  great  pb;- 
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tical  exertion  with  his  belt  on,  such  as  rowiog  in  a  boat  against  a  head  sea, 
we  will  ofier  an  opinion  on  the  qualities  which  we  conceive  a  boatman's  life 
preserver  (and  it  is  such  we  particularly  have  in  view)  should  possess. 

1st.— It  should  contain  as  much  buoyant  power  as  would  support  one  man, 
with  his  head  and  shoulders  above  the  water,  although  he  might  be  disabled 
by  injury  or  otherwise  from  swimming,  or  as  would  enable  a  man,  if  a  swim- 
mer, to  support  with  ease  another  person  beside  himself. 

2nd. — It  should  not  be  liable  to  lose  its  buoyant  property  by  any  accident  to 
which  it  might  be  exposed,  such  as  by  a  heavy  blow,  or  by  absorption  of  water. 
3rd. — It  should  be  of  such  a  pliant,  elastic,  or  soft  nature,  as  to  conform 
readily  to  the  shape  of  the  body,  and  not  to  prevent  the  free  use  of  the  arms 
and  upper  part  of  the  person,  or  to  confine  the  chest,  so  as  to  impede  the 
action  of  the  lungs,  on  which  the  capability  of  enduring  prolonged  exertion 
or  fatigue  much  depends. 

It  seems  to  have  been  generally  supposed  that  the  least  possible  amount 
of  buoyancy,  which  would  suffice  to  raise  the  mouth  above  the  surface  of 
the  water,  was  all  that  was  required,  and,  accordingly,  many  of  the  belts 
which  are  sold  in  the  shops  have  only  buoyant  power  equal  to  61b.,  8lb., 
or  lOlb.  A  little  consideration  will,  however,  make  it  apparent  that  the 
largest  amount  of  buoyancy  which  can  be  obtained,  without  seriously  incom- 
moding the  wearer,  and  depriving  him  of  the  free  use  of  his  limbs,  is  no 
more  than  is  requisite. 

We  believe  that  a  life-belt  for  an  adult  person  of  average  size,  ought  to 
have,  at  the  least,  buoyant  power  equal  to  20lb.,  and  as  much  more  as  can 
coDveDiently  be  obtained. 

The  belts,  as  used  by  the  crews  of  the  boats  of  the  Royal  National  Life- 
boat Institution,  and  invented  by  Captain  J.  R.  Ward,  R.N.,  its  Lifb-boat 
Inspector,  have  much  greater  buoyancy  than  any  kind  of  cork  belt  previously 
introduced,  and  have  other  important  peculiarities. 
1. — Their  buoyant  power  is  from  20  to  24lb.  * 

2. — The  cork  is  uncovered,  so  that  its  quality  can  always  be  discerned, 
and  it  is  divided  into  many  narrow  pieces,  each  of  which  is  separately  sewn 
on  to  a  strong  linen  or  duck  belt,  covering  the  body,  from  the  arm-pits  to 
the  hips. 

3. — These  pieces  of  cork  are  distributed  in  two  rows,  one  above,  and  the 
other  below  the  waist,  the  belt  being  secured  closely  about  the  body  by 
strings  passed  round  the  waist,  between  the  two  rows  of  cork,  and  being 
iurther  secured  by  other  strings  crossed  over  the  shoulders,  as  men's  trouser 
braces  are  worn.  This  division  of  the  cork  into  two-rows  is  one  of  the  most 
important  distinctions  of  these  belts,  as  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cork  to  afford 
doable  the  buoyancy  of  the  ordinary  cork  belts  can  be  thus  attached,  and  in 
a  manner  which  is  much  less  inconvenient  to  the  weaoer  than  the  lesser 
quantity  in  one  row,  which,  not  being  secured  round  the  waist,  but  round 
the  chest,  interferes  with  the  reaction  of  the  lungs,  and  the  muscles  of  the 

*  To  test  its  buoyancy,  attach  a  weight  equal  to  f¥om  20  to  24lb ,  which  it 
will  be  found  to  sustain. 


324  HUHT^S  TACHTINO  MAGAZINE. 

■hoaldert  and  armt.  By  this  arrangement,  in  these  belts,  the  trunk  of  the 
body  is  enyeloped  in  cork,  so  attached  as  to  be  perfectly  flesdble,  and  to  allov 
of  all  the  ordinary  movements  of  the  body  without  InconTenience,  whilst  it 
affords  great  protection  to  the  body  against  injury  from  a  blow,  and  is  a 
pieseryative  of  its  heat  in  cold  weather. 

We  consider  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  seamen  of  our  ooimtfy  if 
eveiy  merchant  Teasel  and  yacht  were  to  have  on  board,  and  stowed  in  a 
chest  on  deck,  as  many  of  the  belts  as  fbrms  the  number  of  their  crews,  so 
that  in  the  event  of  their  having  to  desert  their  vessels  from  wreck,  leakage, 
collision,  or  (Ire,  and  take  to  their  boats,  each  man  might  be  supplied  with 
an  apparatus  which,  as  it  would  make  it  imposMble  for  him  to  sink,  would, 
doubUess,  be  often  the  means  of  saving  his  life. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  Lord  Willoughby  D'Eresby  has  set  an  excellent 
example  in  this  respect,  having  provided  each  man  of  the  crew  of  his  own 
yacht  with  a  valuable  lift-belt  like  the  above. 


REMARKS  UPON  A  FUNDAMENTAL  DEFECT  IN  THE 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICERSHIP  OF  THE  NAVY.* 


sacnoH  II. — THs  xmcr. 

A  sovHD  system  is  pursued  in  the  gun-exercise  of  our  ships  of  war.  Each 
man  at  the  gun  has  a  distinctive  number  to  which  a  special  duty  is  assigned 
in  working  the  gun,  but  by  the  constant  practice  of  '*  changing  rounds,**  u 
it  is  termed,  consisting  in  each  man  being  made  to  frequently  change  hu 
number  and  his  duties,  all  are  rendered  equally  able  to  perform  any  of  the 
duties  required,  so  that  if  loss  ensue  in  action,  all  are  idike  fitted  to  take 
command  of  the  gun  and  to  fight  it. 

This  **  change  round*'  system,  so  sound  and  practical,  has  in  one  respecti 
and  a  very  important  one,  been  wholly  disregarded  in  our  navy,  and  the 
neglect  has  been  productive  of  consequences  tending  materially  to  lessen  the 
eflSiciency  of  the  service. 

To  the  master  is  committed  the  all  but  sole  chaise  of  conducting  our  ships 
of  war,  not  only  across  the  ocean,  but  often  through  navigations  which  csn 
only  be  used  safely  where  the  party  in  charge  is  possessed  of  nerve,  quick- 
ness of  eye,  and  prompt  judgment,  qualities  which  are  the  almost  unvaryiog 
results  of  constant  practice,  and  are  only  to  be  thus  acquired.  Though  the 
rules  of  the  service  confine  the  practice  of  navigation  to  the  master,  so  fu 
as  the  charge  of  the  ship  is  concerned,  all  commissioned  executive  offioen 
are  required  to  possess  a  theoretical  knowledge  of  the  art.  From  the  yoaog 
cadet's  entry  into  the  service,  till  the  day  he  qualifies  himself  for  a  lieutenant*! 
commission,  he  is  constantly  instructed  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  navi- 
gation, but  having  passed  his  examinations,  in  which,  it  may  be  observed, 
the  requirements  as  regards  navigation  are  the  same  as  those  demanded  in 
the  case  of  the  matter,  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  having  served  hit 

*  Continued  from  page  272. 
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turn,  is  east  away  like  an  old  garment,  and  is  no  more  thought  ci^  for  the 
aimple  reason  that  responsibility  as  to  the  navigation  of  the  ship  will  not  be 
hi»«  until  he  attains  a  command.     In  point  of  fact,  therefore,  the  real  mean- 
ing of  such  examinations  is  not  to  prepare  the  candidate  for  future  practiee, 
but  to  qualify  him  for  a  certain  rank.     It  b  true,  that  the  rules  of  the  service 
require  a  lieutenant  to  take  hia  own  observations,  and  work  a  daily  reckoning, 
aDd  in  some  well*  regulated  vessels,  with  captains  conscientious  and  vigilant, 
theae  salutary  rules  are  duly  obeyed,  but  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hun- 
dred, they  are  evaded,  and  the  officers  generally  allow  themselves  to  copy 
that  which»  in  their  case,  is  of  no  practical  importance  ;  and  hence,  although 
tke  eaptain  divides  the  responsibility  of  the  navigation  of  the  ship  with  the 
maater^  who  can  wonder  that,  upon  the  sudden  indisposition  or  removal  of 
the  latter,  both  captains  and  lieutenants  have  often  been  unable  to  perform 
their  duties. 

The  mere  statement  of  the  practice  will  be  indicative  of  the  effect,  and 
the  actual  results  which  have  followed  in  the  naval  service  might  be  illus- 
trated by  numerous  well-known  examples,  were  it  not  an  ungracious  act  to 
do  so.  Examples,  in  truth,  abound,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  supply  them  to 
prove  the  existence  of  that  which  must  be  self  evident  to  all. 

It  may  here  be  faiiiy  asked,  whether  there  is  no  efficient  masters.  Donbt- 
leaa  there  are  such,  in  spite  of  their  practice,  as  there  are  tares  in  every  field 
of  com,  but  mariL  the  difference;  the  inefficiency  of  the  master  is  the  fiiult 
of  the  man — ^that  of  the  lieutenant,  and  the  grades  above  him,  is  the  direct 
efleet  of  the  system  pursued.  It  is  of  little  use  pointing  to  the  practical 
attainments  of  this  captain,  and  that  lieutenant — they  have  been  acquired 
in  spite  of  the  drawbacks  to  which  their  possessors  were  subjected,  as  an 
Iron  Dnke  was  formed  from  among  those  whose  incapacity  Ibr  eommand 
reiected  disgrace  upon  themselves,  and  threatened  to  wreck  the  honour  of 
their  country.  The  merits  of  individuals  can  only  be  adduced  in  their  own 
behalf  but  the  system  remains  untouched,  and  the  trite  saying  ^  the  excep- 
tion proves  the  rule'*  never  held  more  true  than  in  the  present  instance. 

In  the  same  way  the  custom  of  depriving  the  most  important  branch  of 
the  profession  of  the  practice  of  handling  the  vessel,  has  an  equally  pemicions 
effect,  for  when,  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  this  duty  devolves  upon 
rither  the  captain  or  a  lieutenant,  hia  want  of  practice  is  often  lamentably 
apparent,  both  in  the  manner  of  ^ving  his  orders,  and  in  the  directing  mo?e- 
menta  of  his  hand,  which  too  commonly  would  seem  to  indicate  the  act&sD 
of  the  unpractised  landsman,  rather  than  that  of  the  traiaed  seaman.  It  is 
true  that  the  other  portion  of  a  master^s  duty,  practicai  seamanship,  as  it 
respects  equipment,  is  daily  becoming  of  less  importance^  and  the  time  is 
evidently  dose  at  hand  when  our  vessels  of  war,  instead  of  presenting  a  rag 
to  catch,  or  a  spar  to  bend  to  the  blast,  and  which  in  action,  often  serve 
either  to  break  the  heads  of  the  combatants,  or  to  bonnet  them,  vrill  be  a  sort 
of  marine  armadillos  cased  in  steel,  to  the  destruction  of  the  picturesque 
peihapa,  h(tt  insuring  increased  effectiveness  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
tie  intended. 
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Much  more  might  be  said  on  the  point,  bat  it  appears  to  be  anDeceasary. 
The  cause  for  the  establishment  of  two  grades  of  officers  for  the  performance 
of  duties  which  every  military  officer  should  be  able  to  perform,  has  long 
since  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  perpetuation  of  the  system  is  a  great  practical 
mistake.  With  equal  reason  might  two  masters  be  allowed  to  every  mer- 
chant vessel,  one  to  conduct  the  navigation,  and  the  other  to  command  the 
crew  and  to  attend  to  the  requirements  of  trade :  on  the  contrary  however, 
one  man  has  the  performance  of  all  the  duties,  and  hence  is  a  commander 
more  than  in  name.  Just  as  well  might  two  surgeons  or  two  engineers  be 
appointed  to  each  ship  in  the  navy,  but  only  one  of  each  to  perform  the 
respective  duties;  it  must  be  evident  to  all  that,  in  the  end,  the  only  suigeon 
and  engineer,  in  reality^  would  be  the  man  who  had  the  practice.  To  say 
that  a  man  would  be  a  good  officer  without  being  skilled  as  a  navigator  and 
a  pilot,  is  an  assertion  which  cannot  be  maintained,  and  some  plan  therefore, 
should  be  devised  to  oblige  our  young  officers  to  bring  into  practice  their 
theoretical  knowledge.  The  whole  merit  of  an  officer  does  not  consist  in 
courage  only :  Cromwell's  Ironsides  were  invincible  because,  as  he  said, 
**  they  were  men  who  carried  their  hearts  into  their  work,  and  made  con* 
science  of  it,"  and  as  it  was  by  the  superior  professional  efficiency  of  those 
who  manned  our  wooden  walls  that  England's  naval  supremacy  was  esta- 
blished, so,  in  like  manner,  by  the  same  superiority  most  that  supremacy  be 
maintained.  With  this  end  in  view,  to  constitute  an  efficient  officer,  be 
must  have  a  thorough  practical  asquaiotance  with  all  the  duties  of  bis  calling, 
otherwise  whatever  else  he  may  be,  he  certainly  is  not  that  instrument  which 
the  nation  pays  for,  and  which  it  has  a  right  to  expect. 

[Since  the  commencement  of  this  article  the  subject  has  been  discussed  in 
the  Houie  of  Peers,  we  shaU  however  continue  these  papers.— £d.  MF.Af .] 


CHANNEL  INTERNATIONAL  BBGATTA. 

18,  Albion  Place,  Ramtgate^  June  5/A,  1861. 

SiB. — ^Will  you  khidly  allow  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  columns,  to 
subniit,  without  Airther  preamble,  the  following  proposition  to  the  yachtsmen 
of  England:— That  a  Club  Regatta  be  held  yearly,  to  be  called  <*  The  Channel 
International  Regatta." 

With  a  view  of  carrying  out  this  idea  I«would  suggest  the  adoption  of  some* 
thing  like  the  following  rules,  subject  of  course  to  the  decision  of  the  committee 
formed  for  the  purpose^  vis:— 

1st— The  match  to  be  open  to  all  bona  fide  sailing  yachts,  whether  British 
or  Foreign,  without  distinction  of  rig  or  tonnage. 

2nd.— The  starting  point  to  be  the  Small  Downs  of  Deal,  and  the  course  to 
be  down  channel,  passing  inside  the  Isle  of  Wight,  from  thence  to  Cherbourg, 
rounding  the  Breakwater,  and  then  back  direct  course  to  the  Downs. 
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8rd. — The  start  to  take  place  aannaUj  on  the  let  of  Angnst  at  Ih.  tjkl 

Greenwich  time»  blow  high  or  low,  fair  wind  or  fooL    Should  the  let  fall  on  a 

Sandaj.  the  start  to  take  place  on  the  following  day. 
4th. — That  no  time  be  allowed  for  tonnage,  the  smaller  ressels  haying  the 

adyantage  of  being  able  to  keep  more  in  shore,  and  in  some  places  to  make 

more  direct  passages,  owing  to  their  less  draught  of  water. 

5th. — ^That  all  competing  yachts  be  restricted  to  one  man  for  eyery  flye  tons 
or  portion  of  llye  tons  o.m.  including  the  owner  and  his  friends.  All  yachts  of 
twenty  tons  and  under  to  be,  howeyer,  iLllowed  flye  hands. 

6th. — That  no  yacht  be  allowed  to  compete  without  the  registered  owner  on 
board. 

7tti. — That  a  committee  yessel  be  moored  in  the  Downs,  another  off  Oowes, 
and  a  third  inside  Cherbourg  breakwater.  These  yessels  to  be  distinguished 
at  night  by  three  red  lights  hoisted  triangularly. 

8tb. — ^That  each  competing  yacht  be  obliged  to  heaye  to  as  near  as  oonyenient 
to  the  .committee  yessels  stationed  off  Cowes,  and  at  Cherbourg,  and  wait  there 
until  boarded  by  a  committee  boat. 

9th. — That  the  committee  boats  at  Cowes  and  Cherbourg  should  ftimish  each 
competing  yacht  with  a  card,  stating  the  name  of  the  yacht,  and  the  time  of 
her  being  boarded  by  such  committee  boat. 

10tb.-^Ti)at  there  be  fiye  cups,  of.  the  yalue  repectiyely  of  iS  1,000,  600,  400, 
200,  and  100,  or  of  such  sums  as  the  subscriptions  raised  for  the  purpose  will 
allow. 

llth.— The  money  to  be  obtained  by  subscriptions  from  Yacht  dubs,  from 
the  Tarious  localities  interested,  from  priyate  indiyiduals,  &c. 

12tli. — The  entrance  fee  for  competing  yachts  to  be  one  shilling  per  ton,  am. 
In  order  to  carry  out  this  scheme  I  now  propose : — 

L — ^That  a  permanent  Channel  Begatta  Committee  be  formed,  consisting  of 
the  Commodores,  Vice,  and  Bear-commodores,  and  Treasurers  of  yacht  clubs, 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

n — ^That  a  General  Meeting  of  this  Committee  be  held  in  London  on  or 
about  the  Ist  of  July  in  each  year,  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
ensuing  1st  of  August. 

m.— That  three  members  of  this  permanent  committee  should  act  as 
Treasurers. 

I  baye  trespassed  already  too  much  on  your  yaluable  space,  and  now  leaye 
the  subject  in  the  hands  of  the  yachtsmen  of  England. 

Hoping  that  this  scheme,  howeyer  imperfect  in  its  details,  may  be  thought 
worthy  of  their  consideration^ 

I  am  Sir,  yours,  &c.. 
To  the  Editor  H.  YM.  William  Cusack  Smith. 
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Tbb  Thought  and  Glance.— Mr.  Taylor  has  produced  a  pair  of  Lithographic 
prints  from  his  own  paintings  of  these  celebrated  yessels,— which  are  faithful 
delineations.    Thought  is  represented  as  winning  the  Match  in  the  Thames, 
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Jqm,  Utb,  1860,  with  Andax  and  Otpr^  in  the  distanoe.  The  Glanoe  in  Uie 
Mine  mateU,  at  the  time  she  shot  past  Aadaz  and  Ospiej,  which  ate  aeen  in 
ponniit  We  strongly  reoommend  theee  prinU  to  all  jachtsmen  as  genu  of  Art 
We  haTe  heen  ftyonred  with  a  painting  of  the  schooner  yacht  Gfaierra,  (J. 
Lament,  Esq^)  among  the  icehergs  of  Spitzhergen,  which  we  intend  engraTing 
for  the  Magadne. 


ROYAL  THAMES  TACHT  CLUB  SCHOONER  MAOX^H. 

July  4th,  from  Oraresend  to  the  Mouse— The  following  are  entered: — 

Stotloa'l.— Oalatea .124  tons Thomas  Broadwood,  Eaq. 

S.-^Alarm 948  tons Joseph  Weld,  Esq. 

8.— Albertine 155  tons Lord  Londesboroogh. 

Time  for  tonnage,  Ackers'  fioale.    Schooners  to  be  measured  at  GraTOsend, 
on  Wednesday,  8rd  of  July,  the  day  prior  to  the  raoe^ 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 


July     $.-«*lloyal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Matches  for  1st  and  2nd  daases; 
1st  class  Brith  to  the  Nore  and  back,  Sad  cUss  to  Southend  and 
back.  Entries  dose  June  28 
4.— -Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club  Schooner  Match. 
4,  5.— Royal  Mereey  Tacht  Clnb  regatta. 

9.— Whidermere  Yacht  Club  Match  for  Ghallenge  Capb 
9, 10.— Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Donoon. 
llw^Nor&lk  and  Snffolk  Yacht  Clnb  Match  at  Wrozham. 
1 1.^ WindiTMeve  Yaeht  Clnb  Match  for  Clnb  Onp. 
18.— Lrish  Model  Yacht  Clnb— Challenge  Chp 
18, 17.-^Royal  Irtoh  Yacht  Clnb  regatta  at  Kingstown. 

18.— Frinoe  of  Wales  Yaeht  Clnb  Matoh  for  Yaohts  of  12  tons  and  imder. 
23, 24.— Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  regatta  at  Queenstown. 
25, 26— Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Clnb  Regatta. 

30.— Windermere  Tacht  Clnb  Match  for  Amatevr  Cnp.    This  enp  is  to 
be  sailed  in  heats,  the  winning  boat  to  win  twice,  but  not  ooasesa- 
tiTely.    No  professional  sailors  are  a^nitted  in  this  raoe. 
Aug.  1.^Torq[nay  Regatta. 

6.— Royal  Squadron  Regatta.— Prince  Consort's  Cnp. 
6.— Royal  Southern  Yacht  Clob  Regatta. 
8.-^Bciyal  Yacht  Squadron— Her  Majesty's  Cnp. 
8.— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  Jfatch  at  Oulton. 
18.— Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  regatta  oommenoes  at  Ryde. 
.20,  21.— Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
28.— Royal  Welsh  Yacht  dub  Regatta. 

TO  COHRESPONDENTS. 
AU  eammmueaUani  to  be  addressed  to  ihe  Editor  6,  New  Church  SL,  N.W. 

London— Hunt  k  Co.,  Prlnton,  6,  New  Chnroh  StrMt,  Bdgwtro  Road,  N.W. 
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ROYAL  MERSEY  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Tsne  time  appointed  for  this  affair  was  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  of  July, 
and  great  exertions  were  made  to  bring  it  ofiF  with  better  success  than 
has  been  the  case  for  a  few  years  past.  As  we  observed  a  short  time 
since,  fresh  blood  has  been  infused  into  the  club,  which  it  was  anticipated 
would  place  it  once  more  in  a  prosperous  state;  and  from  the  success  of 
this  regatta,  we  may  expect  it  will  again  take  a  leading  place  in  the 
annals  of  Yachting.  The  weight  of  mettle  brought  into  play  on  this 
occasion  fully  recompense  for  the  trouble  and  expense  bestowed  on  one 
of  the  best,  (if  not  the  best)  regatta  ever  witnessed  in  the  Mersey. 

The  festivities  were  commenced  on  Wednesday  evening,  by  a  banquet 
given  at  the  Town  Hall,  by  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool,  S.  R.  Graves,  Esq., 
who  is  also  Commodore  of  the  club,  to  the  various  yachtsmen  attending 
the  regatta:  the  sumptuous  repast  was  in  every  way  worthy  of  the 
andent  fame  of  Liverpool  for  civic  splendour  and  boundless  hospitality; 
amongst  the  guests  were  members  of  every  royal  club,  and  after  the 
usaal  preliminary  toasts  had  been  disposed  of,  ''  Prosperity  and  perma« 
nence  to  the  noble  pastime  of  yachting,  ^'  was  given,  coupled  with  the 
healths  of  the  royal  clubs.  Members  of  the  Squadron,  Cork,  Thames, 
lH)ndon,  Victoria,  Western,  St.  George's,  Northern,  Welsh,  Southern, 
Irish,  Harwich,  and  Canadian  responded  to  the  able  speech  of  Commo- 
dore Graves.  Various  other  toasts  connected  with  yachting  were  ren- 
dered full  honor  to,  and  one  of  those  thoroughly  pleasant  re-unions  pf 
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jaehtsmeoy  for  which  the  Mersey  club  have  always  been  famous,  was 
passed  with  an  amouut  of  pleasure  that  all  who  were  fortunate  enough 
to  be  present,  will  not  easily  forget. 

On  Thursday^  4ih. — The  sports  began,  the  first  prize  offered  was  a 
purse  of  100  sovs.,  for  first  and  second  class  yachts  of  15  tons  and 
upwards,  three*qnarters-of-a-niinute  per  ton  from  18  to  25  tons,  half- 
a-minute,  from  25  to  50  tons,  and  a  quarter-of-a-minute  for  any  ton- 
nage above  50.     The  following  were  the  entries: — 

Nfonbered at  in  Hunt's  Yacht  LUifor  1861. 


No. 

Nunes  of  Taohfi. 

nig 

Tons 

Owpert 

BnUden 

57 
715 

Audaz  V 

North  Star 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

60 
36 
27 
39 
59 
36 
61 

J,  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
D.  Gamble,  Esq. 
F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 
A.  Duncan,  Esq. 
CoL  B.  W.  Huey 

Harrey 
CanadaWork. 

973 

Thooffht 

Hatcher 

603 
297 
430 

Lurline 

JBolus 

Glance 

WanhiU 

Fife 

Hatcher 

OsDrey 

White 

•s^ny^^j     ••..•••••.••••••• 

The  next  prize  was  a  cpp  vi^ltte  75  sots.,  for  achooners  and  yawls. 
The  following  entered:— 


No. 

1259 

289 

140 

31 

486 


NuDM  of  Taehti 

Wildflower 

Diadem , 

C^Uia.^, , 

Amy , 

leme 


Hig 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 


Tons 


Owners 


47 
118 
29 
69 
60 


S.  Little,  Esq. 
J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq. 
J.  Barrett,  Esq. 
8.  R.  Grares,  Ssq. 


Bollders. 


Fife 

WanhiU 

CanadaWork. 

Fife 

Fife 


The  course  was  from  the  station  of  the  club  at  Rockferry,  down  Queen's 
Channel,  leaving  the  black  buoys  on  the  starboard,  and  the  red  buoys 
on  the  port  hand;  the  Fairway  Pillar  Bell  Beacon  Buoy  on  the  port 
hand,  the  N.W.  Lightship  on  the  port  hand,  the  Bell  Buoy  again  od 
the  port  hand,  the  N.W.  Lightship  again  on  the  port  hand,  back  to  the 
Bell  Buoy,  leaving  it  this  time  on  the  starboard  hand,  and  so  up  chan- 
nel again,  leaving  the  black  buoys  on  the  port  and  the  red  on  the 
starboard  hand. 

The  whole  of  the  vessels  started  at  i2h.  40m.  Away  went  the  canvas 
filoffc,  with  the  rapidity  of  birds  stretching  their  wings;  the  whole  Jioe 
greened  on  their  beam  ends  before  the  force  of  the  strong  gale  that 
#as  blowing,  then  wore  romid  quickly,  and  were  off  down  wind  at 
tremendous  speed;  the  wind  was  at  S.b.E.,  veering  to  S.b.W.y  blowing 
very  strong,  accompanied  by  heavy  showers:  the  Glance,  Amy,  Thought 
and  iBolus  were  off  first,  but  it  was  by  a  shade  only,  the  remainder  wers 
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close  on  top  of  them;  then  they  formed  two  lines  abreast.  The  Glance, 
Amy,  Wildflower,  Thought,  and  iBolus  in  (lie  fitst,  and  the  Diadem, 
Osprey,  Cecilia,  and  the  Lurliue  in  the  secdnd;  the  remaining  TesseAs 
close  upon  them.  Nearly  all  the  catters  had  single  reefed  mainsails  and 
foresails,  reefed  bowsprits  and  small  jibs,  and  narrow  head  topsails  set 
orer  the  reefs.  The  schooners  carried  wfio^e  canvas  and  main-gaff-^p- 
suls,  and  the  Cecilia  was  under  all  plain  canyas,  sare  her  reefs;  the 
Aadax  bad  two  reefs  down  and  jib-headed  gaff-topsail.  The  Diadem 
made  the  first  important  more,  and  began  to  move  out  through  the 
cuttera.  At  one  o'clock  the  Amy  set  her  square-headed  main-gaff-top* 
sail,  and  the  Diadem  set  her  fore-gaff-topsail;  the  squalls  were  at  t^iA 
period  very  wild  and  fieroe,  and  the  surge  of  the  open  water  began  to 
be  felt,  but  that  the  contest  was  to  be  as  fierce  as  the  weather,  it  did 
not  take  the  wisdom  of  a  Solomon  to  discover,  for  it  was  carry  on  on 
all  sides,  in  the  midst  of  a  smothering  sea,  driving  rain,  and  heavy  gate, 
after  a  fashion  that  astonished  many,  if  not  all,  on  board  the  steamers 
that  accompanied  the  race. 

At  Ih.  2m.  208.  the  .£olns  took  a  decided  lead  of  the  fteet,  and  they 
stood  thus: — iEolus,  Diadem,  Audax  and  Glanoe  (abeam),  Osprey,  Lur- 
Kne,  Thought,  Wildflower,  and  Amy  (abreast),  Cecilia  following;  and 
shortly  after  she  hauled  down  her  flag  and  bore  up;  at  Ih.  14m.  the 
Diadem  took  a  sudden  start,  and  with  her  sails  wing  and  wing  ran 
rapidly  into  the  first  place;  and  soon  afterwards  all  gybed,  it  was  about 
the  heaviest  gybe,  and  most  daringly  aooomplished,  we  ever  witnessed, 
in  hct,  there  was  no  choice  for  any  ship,  all  were  well  and  nobly  handled. 
We  were  running  before  a  wild  gale  in  the  middle  of  such  a  sea  as  will 
get  up  between  the  Liverpool  banks,  and  it  was  diive  on  as  hard  as 
fsckless  and  daring  seamanship  could  accomplish;  the  Glanoe  went  along 
gloriously,  handled  in  a  style  that  did  honour  to  her  gallant  owner  and 
bis  crew,  in  her  palmiest  days  she  never  went  better.  It  may  appear 
iovidious  to  mention  one  where  all  were  so  good,  but  the  hunting  the 
Glance  gave  the  ^olus,  Audax  and  Osprey  on  this  day,  considering 
the  differeiice  of  tonnage  was  something  wonderful.  The  Amy  next 
overhauled  the  ^olus,  ranged  abeam,  passed  her,  and  went  into  second 
P^^^  so  that  the  two  schooners  now  led  the  fleet  of  cutters>  and  the 
Kmaioder  were  in  the  following  order  :-^iE!ol us,  Audax,  Osprey,  Wild- 
floirer,  Glance,  Lurline  and  Thought.  It  was  fast  becoming  eviJent 
^at  the  weight  of  the  sea  was  overpowering  the  poor  little  Thought, 
but  she  was  sailed  with  a  pluck  and  determination  that  those  who  wit- 
nessed it  accorded  that  meed  of  praise  which  she  justly  deserved.  The 
Bell  Buoy  was  reached  for  the  first  time  thus:  — 
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h.  m.  •• 

DiAdem.^ 1  45  17 

Amy I  54  80 

MolxLB. 1  55  10 

Audax I  56  18 

Osprej 1  56  23 


h.  m.  ■. 

WUdflower. 1  56  80 

Glance 1  66  85 

Lurline- 1  57  M 

Thought 1  58  48 


It  was  blowing  at  this  period  a  complete  gale,  and  there  was  no  flinch- 
ing, as  they  braced  sharp  up  for  the  Lightship  the  sea  in  a  perfect  foam, 
and  the  gallant  vessels  staggering  along  under  its  fury.  It  was  fortu- 
nate that  eyery  precaution  had  been  taken  to  meet  heavy  weather,  or 
sad  would  have  been  the  hie  of  some.  At  2h.  the  Wildflower's  staysail 
tack  burst,  and  the  staysail  was  blown  up  the  stay,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  Amy  hauled  down  a  reef;  the  Osprey  collared  the  Audax  and  went 
into  second  place  of  the  cutters;  at  2h.  15m.  the  Glance  passed  the 
Wildflower,  and  at  2h«  20m.  the  Wildflower  appeared  to  have  carried 
away  her  jib-boom  end,  as  her  jib  came  in  all  flying.  The  N.W.  Light- 
ship was  reached  for  the  first  rounding  in  the  following  order  and  time: 


h. 

Diadem 2 

Amy 2 

MoiuB 2 

Osprey 2 


m. 

s. 

20 

0 

27 

0 

29 

0 

29 

10 

Audax 2 

Glance 2 

Wildflower 2 

Lurline 2 


m.  a. 

31  O 

81  0 

34  0 

34  45 


This  was  splendid  work  for  both  Glance  and  Lurline  against  the 
weighty  cutters  they  had  to  contend  with  :  immediately  afler  round- 
ing the  lightship  the  owner  of  the  Lurline  perceived  his  little  ship  to 
stagger  wildly  under  him,  and  sending  a  hand  below  discovered  that 
her  lee  cabin  sofas  were  awash,  and  that  everything  below  was  afloat; 
this  sufficiently  accounted  for  the  little  beauty's  not  rising  to  the  heavy 
seas.  Her  crew  supposed  at  first  that  she  had  started  a  butt,  but 
upon  the  pump  being  worked  smartly  the  water  was  gained  upon, 
and  it  was  discovered  that  it  was  the  pump  itself  that  nearly  sent 
to  glory  the  good  little  ship  and  her  hardy  crew ;  this  pump  was 
fitted  with  the  delivery  pipe  well  down  on  the  wales,  and  there  woi 
not  any  box  in  it ;  consequently,  when  she  laid  over  to  the  heavy  gale 
on  the  port  tack,  she  was  taking  in  water  in  tons.  By  the  time  the 
accident  was  remedied  it  was  too  late  to  continue  the  race,  so  she  short- 
ened sail,  hauled  down  her  flag,  and  gave  up:  a  tremendous  straggle 
now  commenced  between  the  -ffiolus  and  the  Osprey,  the  latter  ranged 
up  abeam  of  her  shortly  after  rounding  the  Lightship,  and  afi»r  a  sharp 
contest  the  Osprey  passed  her.  The  Audax  next  overhauled  Mo\m, 
and  the  Glance  ran  up  to  both.  The  Thought  finding  it  useless  to 
contend  in  such  heavy  weather  against  her  powerful  antagonists,  gave 
up.     The  fiell  Buoy  was  reached  a  second  time  thus:— 


ni. 
45 

B. 

0 

0 

39 

£olut. 

h.   m.    8. 
2     57     42 

53 
56 

Aadaz 

Glance 

2     58     40 

> 2     59     39 

h. 

Diadem.. 3 

Amy 3 

Osprey 3 


m. 

8. 

15 

20 

25 

0 

27 

10 
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b. 

DUdem 2 

Amy , 2 

Osprey 2 

Another  severe  struggle  took  place  by  the  wind,  to  the  N.W.  Iiight- 
sbtp,  between  the  cntters,  the  Osprey  still  steadily  drawing  ahead,  the 
Aadax  challenged  the  iBoliis,  and  as  gallant  a  race  as  was  eyer  witnessed 
took  place  between  Wivenhoe  and  Fairlie,  which  eventuated  at  the  Ship 
io  Ray  nor  placing  the  Audax  second,  notwithstanding  all  Walker  could 
do  to  the  contrary,  and  the  N.W.  Lightship  was  rounded  for  the  last 
time  in  the  following  order— 

h.  m.  B. 

Audax 3  34  0 

JEolas 3  34  45 

Qlance 3  85  0 

J^ny  money  now  upon  the  Glance,  well  and  nobly  had  the  little  ship 
been  handled  through  the  heavy  sea,  and  never  had  a  little  clipper  so 
much  distingubhed  herself  against  such  powerful  foes.  She  was  now 
within  her  time  of  the  leading  vessel,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  having  behaved  so  well  in  the  weighty  water  between  the  Bell 
finoy  and  the  N.W.  Lightship,  she  would  even  do  better  as  she  smooth* 
ened  the  water  turning  to  windward  up  the  Queen's  Channel.  Running 
down  for  the  last  time  to  the  Bell  Buoy,  the  Glance  tackled  the  iBolus, 
and  passed  her  cleverly  into  third  place,  and  the  Audax  hardened  down 
ft  third  reef.     The  Bell  Buoy  was  rounded  thus: — 

Diadem 3 

^my 3 

Otjney 3 

Up  to  this  period  of  the  race,  an  old  theory  was  apparently  upset, 

^  that  of  catters  being  able  to  beat  schooners  under  any  circumstances; 

but  in  this  race  they  had  the  wind  running,  reaching,  and  close  hauled, 

the  two  schooners  kept  the  lead  throughout  almost.     At  4h.  13m.  the 

Glance  carried  away  the  two  foremost  shrouds  on  the  starboard  side; 

they  were  of  wire  rope,  and  parted  just  lit  the  bolster  of  the  hounds, 

the  race  was  hers  up  to  this  point,  and  deep  was  the  regret  expressed  at 

*^  good  a  yachtsman  and  so  gallant  a  crew  being  beaten  by  their  gear 

ftlmostinthe  hour  of  victory.     From  this  point  the  Osprey  had  the  race 

in  hand,  the  Audax  drew  upon  her  some  two-and-a-half-minutes  in  the 

^^'^  to  windward  home  ;  but  then  dropped  the  iEolus.    Off  the  Crosby 

^ghtship  the  Osprey  at  last  managed  to  get  upon  good  terms  with  the 

"^^ners,  and  she  collared  and  passed  the  Amy.     Without  much  further 

change  the  remainder  of  the  course  was  performed,  and  the  flagship  was 

*«»  reached:— 


m.     s. 
38     22 

Andftx ...•. 

n. 
4 

m.     s. 
2    87 

50    28 

Glance 

4 

8      0 

55       0 

A>lU8 

4 

3    40 
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OUTTBBS.                 h.  m.  •• 

Osprej 6  9  28 

Audax 6  U  S6 

ifiolua 6  20  9 


SGHOoraxs.  h.    m.  ■. 

Diadem 6      8    !• 

Axnj. 6     U    30 


Th0  Amy  hayiog  to  reoeire  12m.  log.  from  the  Diadem,  eiie  loee  the 
race  by  58.  only.  Diadem  carried  away  her  fore-eheet  block  tuTDing  op 
off  the  Rock  Ltghthouae.  It  was  a  beautiful  race  between  these  two 
-  aohoooers,  and  against  the  superior  tonnage  of  the  Diadem  the  Anay  proved 
herself  a  wonderfully  £ast  and  able  boat ;  that  che  Diadem  is  one  of  the 
fastest  schooners  of  the  day  will  be  seen  firom  her  competing  at  the  same 
start  and  over  the  same  course  with  the  best  cutters  in  Britain,  and 
coming  in  ahead  of  them  in  all  points  of  sailing.  In  fact  had  it  been 
competent  for  her  owner  to  have  entered  for  both  prizes,  she  would  have 
beaten  both  classes. 

The  Lurline,  besides  the  accident  she  met  with  at  the  N.W.  Light- 
ship, carried  away  the  after  block  of  her  starboard  bowsprit  shroud  at 
the  commencement  of  the  race,  owing  to  her  bow  rope  having  foaled  it. 
Glance  appears  to  have  had  a  fiur  chance  for  the  cup  until  she  met 
with  the  accident^  which  of  course  deprived  her  of  all  hopes— eepeoaUjr 
when  she  had  the  powerful  Osprey  to  contend  with.  We  are  glad  the 
Glance  has  fallen  into  such  good  hands, — ^she  at  the  commencement  of 
her  career  shewed  great  speed,  and  her  subsequent  failure  must  havs 
been  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  handling  and  trim. 

Mr.  Richard  Tetley  (in  the  absence  of  CoL  Huey)  sailed  the  Osprey, 
and  received  the  prize  ;  and  Cspt.  Henry  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cannon 
received  the  schooner's  prize  for  him. 

Second  day, — The  morning  of  Friday  5th  was  ushered  in  louring 
with  a  light  S.b.W.  wind  occasionally,  heavy  and  puffy,  accompanied 
by  rain.  As  the  day  advanced  it  cleared  partially  up,  the  Commodore 
H.  R.  Graves,  Esq.,  and  Rear-commodore  T.  W  Tetley  Esq..  were 
early  at  their  duties,  arranging  for  the  forthcoming  game. 

The  prize  for  contention  was  Her  Majesty's  Cup,  value  £lOO,  which 
it  is  said  Her  Majesty  chose  personally,  and  is  a  magnificent  specimeo 
of  Art  It  is  of  a  vase  shape,  standing  upon  an  ebony  pedestal  ;  festoooi 
of  ropes  and  chains  surround  the  base  of  the  bowl,  the  handles  are 
formed  by  the  figures  of  two  yacht  sailors,  in  the  act  of  saluting,  most 
exquisitely  executed  ;  at  the  base  axe  two  coils  of  hawser,  on  each  of 
which  rests  a  silver  anchor  ;  and  a  chastely  ornamented  lid,  surmounted 
by  a  schooner  yacht  under  full  sail.  The  usual  presentation  inscriptions 
and  Royal  cipher  are  engraven  upon  the  sides. 

The  entries  for  this  prize  were  numerous,  no  less  than  seventeen, 
thus  shewing  that  condescension  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign  was  properly 
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appredated  by  the  memberg  and  yaehc  ownen  generally. 
Dumber,  eight  only  came  to  the  atarting  buoy:— 

Numbered  as  in  HtaWe  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


Of  this  large 


!fo. 

297 
140 
973 
738 
57 
€03 
715 
452 


Names  of  Tachti 

.fioloa 

Cecilia 

Thought  ^ 

Osprey  ...•..'. 

Andax. 

LorUne 

North  Star. 

Haidee 


Ri«. 

Tons. 

cutter 

50 

yawl 

29 

catter 

37 

cutter 

60 

cutter 

60 

cutter 

39 

cutter 

26 

cutter 

87 

Owners. 

Bailden. 

a  T.  Couper,  Esq. 

Fife  &  Son 

T.  Wilkinson-Tetley 

CanadaWork. 

F.  a  Marshall.  Esq, 

Hatcher 

Col.  B.  W.  Huey 

J.  White 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 

Harrey 

J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq.* 

WanhiU 

D.  Gamble,  Esq, 

CanadaWork. 

C.  Birch,  Esq. 

Inman 

The  yachts  entered  in  addition  were  Ethel,  15  tons,  T.  Shaw  Petty, 
Esq.,  Wildfibwer,  47  tons,  S.  Little,  Esq.,  Victoria,  15  tons,  H,  Mel-^ 
ling,  Esq.,  Glance,  36  tons,  A.  Duncan,  Esq.,  Coralia,  35  tons,  W,  Sin- 
clair, Esq.,  Vision,  8  tons,  C.  H.  Coddington,  Esq.,  Bijou,  11  tons, 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq.,  Rosette,  40  tons,  H.  F.  Rigge,  Esq.,  and  Diadem, 
118  tons,  J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 

The  start  took  place  at  12h.  21m.  308.,  Cecilia  away  with  the  lead, 
after  a  fieishioD  that  showed,  yawl-rigged  as  she  was,  she  had  speed  and 
meant  mischief;  Thought  rapidly  followed  in  her  wake  with  .£olus  and 
Lurline  abeam,  then  Osprey,  Audax,  and  Haidee,  with  North  Star  last. 
Warned  by  the  experience  of  the  previous  day  the  several  clippers  started 
with  snug  head  canvas,  but  as  the  sun  burst  fitfully  through  the  cloud 
hanks,  it  stirred  them  up,  and  the  Osprey  was  first  to  make  a  move  by 
Betting  her  balloon  jib. 

Osprey,  Audax,  and  Lurline  gybed  their  booms  to  starboard  at  12h. 
46m.,  and  the  fieet  stood  thus: — ^JEolus  first,  Cecilia  second,  North  Star 
libird,  Thought  fourth,  Osprey,  Audax,  and  Lurline  abeam  fifth,  and 
Haidee  sixth.  The  Rock  Light  was  passed  with  a  very  light  air  at 
9.b.W.,  the  Scotch  clipper  still  leading,  the  North  Star  running  second, 
^  Thought,  Osprey,  Audax  and  Cecilia  abeam,  and  the  Lurline  and 
Haidee  just  in  their  wake.  Shortly  after  thb  the  North  Star  was  over- 
hauled and  fell  in  line  with  the  three  Thames  vessels:  about  Ih.  30m. 
the  Lm>line  set  No.  1  jib,  and  gybed  her  mainsail  to  port,  as  did  also  at 
^  same  Ume,  the  North  Star,  Osprey,  Cecilia  and  Audax,  and  the 
Audax  set  her  large  working  head  canvas.  At  this  moment  the  sun 
<hoQe  faintly  out,  and  gave  token  of  an  easy  day,  for  at  first  he  looked 
^gty  and  sulky  enough,  and  more  wet  jackets  was  the  cry.  The 
Cecilia  took  a  dainty  little  start  to  herself,  and  with  her  balloon  jib 
^  danced  a  nice  minuet  across  the  bows  of  her  rivals  firom  the  Thames. 
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The  Osprey  seemed  a  little  jealous  of  this  display,  and  the  Thought 
grew  so  outrageous  that  she  hauled  up  to  starboard,  and  took  a  good 
look  at  Osprej,  as  much  as  to  say  ''Are  we  going  to  stand  this?**  Both 
the  fiunous  Thames  "light  winders/*  then  laid  down  to  their  work,  to 
cover  and  pass  the  Cecilia;  the  iBolus  ahead  9  apparently  did  not  like 
ihu  conference,  and  away  aloft  went  her  sixty  footer  gaff-topsail,  like  a 
cloud  of  thistle  down;  the  Lurline  next  sent  aloft  her  neat  little  walking 
stick,  and  the  fleet  beg^  to  move  apace  down  wind.  ,  The  Cecilia,  ta 
if  in  mockery  of  the  efforts  of  Osprey  and  Thought,  drew  saucily  out 
ftom  under  theiif  lees,  and  caused  all  hands  to  wake  up  and  look  sudden, 
by  going  cleverly  into  second  place,  and  at  2h.  21m.  the  fleet  stood 
thus: — ^iEolus  first,  Cecilia  second,  Thought  third,  Osprey  fourth,  Audax 
fifth,  North  Star  sixth,  Lurline  seventh,  and  Haidee  a  long  way  astern. 
As  the  fleet  approached  the  Bell  Beacon  Buoy,  a  heavy  squall  of  wind 
and  rain,  and  such  rain,  struck  them;  if  it  was  salt  water  the  day  before, 
it  was  fresh  this,  and  no  mistake.  In  a  moment  the  posidons  of  all 
were  altered,  it  was  a  dead  turn  to  windward  to  the  North  West  Light- 
ship, and  now  commenced  a  game  of  tactics  which  was  truly  exciting ; 
Audax  made  a  bold  dash  to  the  front,  holding  a  most  extraordinary 
wind  ;  Osprey  stuck  to  her  for  some  time  as  if  afraid  to  leave,  but  at 
length  changing  she  made  a  long  board  to'  the  southward,  then  for  the 
banks  on  the  starboard  tack,  JBolus  and  Thought  followed  her  example, 
bursting  up  through  the  ebb  on  the  starboard  tack  also.  Cecilia  was 
going  along  beautifully,  and  astonished  all  hands  by  her  performance 
as  a  yawl  ;  Lurline  looked  well  up  for  second  place. 

Audax  at  3h.  55m.  tacked  apparently  along  way  to  windward  of  the 
fleet ;  the  Lurline  tacked  at  the  same  time,  and  crossed  the  stem  of 
the  Cecilia,  the  ^olus  and  Thought  crossed  the  bows  of  the  Lurline  on 
the  port  tack  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  windward.  The  Audax  set 
her  balloon  foresail,  and  Cecilia  shifted  her  jib.     Wind  very  light 

Osprey  at  4h.  9m.  crossed  the  Lurline's  bow  on  the  port  tack,  the 
Lurline  standing  well  to  the  southward  on  the  starboard  tack  to  weather 
out  the  ship;  at  the  same  time  the  iEolus  and  Thought  weathered  the 
Audax  on  the  port  tack,  and  the  Audax  immediately  tacked  upon  the 
weather  of  the  MoIub  ;  the  jEoIus  prepared  and  set  her  balloon  gaff* 
topsail,  and  was  six  minutes  doing  so  ;  at  4h.  23m.  Osprey  shifted  her 
balloon  gaff-topsail,  and  was  seven  minutes  doing  so  ;  at  the  same  time 
the  Lurline  tacked  to  the  North  West  Lightship,  with  the  North  Star 
on  her  weather  beam,  and  all  the  other  vessels  dead  to  leeward  on  her 
lee  bow  in  the  following  order: — Osprey,  Audax,  ^olus,  Thought  and 
Cecilia ;  Haidee  abeam  of  the  Lurline,  but  considerably  to  leeward. 
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The  race  at  this  period  became  very  exciting  ;  the  Lurline  and  North 
Star  were  lajing  their  coarse  for  the  ships  on  the  port  tack,  whilst  the 
Aodaz,  ^olus,  Thought,  Osprey,  and  Cecilia  were  lying  up  on  the 
starboard  tack,  all  conrerging  to  the  same  point ;  a  black  squall  appeared 
right  to  windward  of  the  Lurline,  how  her  crew  must  have  longed  for 
that  squall  to  strike  them  !  On  went  the  gallant  dippers,  each  doing 
their  very  best  to  take  the  ship  on  the  first  round  ;  the  Lurline  set  her 
balloon  jib,  and*  closed  up  on  the  ship  after  a  fashion  that  threatened  the 
whole  fleet ;  the  Thought  made  a  bold  dash,  and  it  was  a  chance  for 
either  her  or  the  Lurline  ;  the  Thought  hit  it  by  the  half  minute,  and 
the  North  West  Light  was  rounded  for  the  first  time  in  the  following 
order: — 

h«  m. 

Thought 4  59 

Loriine 5  0 

North  Star. S  1 

Osprey 5  1 

The  JSolus  was  forced  to  make  a  tack  before  she  weathered  the  ship; 
both  Osprey  and  ^olus  set  their  balloon  jibs  immediately  on  rounding. 
A  beautiful  struggle  for  the  second  rounding  of  the  Bell  Buoy  now 
commenced,  Lurline  raced  up  on  the  weather  quarter  of  the  Thought, 
sod  the  latter  to  escape  being  covered,  luffed  across  her  bows  ;  Lurline 
luffed  at  once,  and  still  threatened  the  Thought,  but  the  latter  putting 
op  her  helm  ran  cleverly  from  under  the  lee  of  the  Lurline.  Osprey 
next  raced  past  the  North  Star,  and  ran  up  upon  the  lee  quarter  of  the 
Lurline ;  then  warily  watching  her  opportunity,  she  braced  up  sharp 
across  the  stem  of  the  latter,  and  endeavoured  to  cover  her,  but  she  was 
met  sharply  by  the  Lurline,  and  a  nice  little  game  of  luff  and  fill  again 
was  carried  on  between  them  for  some  minutes. 

In  the  melintime  the  Audax  drew  rapidly  up  upon  both  and  as  they 
approached  the  Bell  Buoy  they  all  three  gybed,  the  Audax  ran  in  and 
ooTered  Osprey,  poor  little  Lurline  being  thus  thrown  under  their  lees. 
The  Bell  Buoy  was  rounded  the  second  time  in  the  following  order  : — 


6. 
30 

.Solas 

h. 
5 

m.    8. 
4    30 

0 

Audax 

5 

5     30 

15 
30 

CeciUa 

5 

12       0 

Thought 
Audaz..., 

wline... 


h. 

m. 

8. 

5 

54 

0 

5 

56 

30 

5 

56 

30 

5 

56 

30 

h.  m.  8. 

JEohiB 5  57  30 

North  Star 5  58  0 

CecUla 5  58  30 


Audax  having  covered  her  old  antagonist  on  the  buoy,  immediately 
^^t  away  from  her  hand  over  hand,  but  the  Osprey  shaking  her- 
^^  up,  went  at  her  again  in  wicked  style.  The  wind  freshened  con- 
nderably,  and  hauling  round  more  to  east  of  south,  enabled  the  vessels 
^  lay  a  point  or  so  free  for  the  ship.     At  6h.  10m.  dOs.  the  Osprey 
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went  up  on  Audax's  weather  quarter,  aud  then  the  osual  luffing  game, 
for  which  these  two  clippers  are  famous  whenever  they  meet,  oom- 
menced  between  them,  and  they  worked  to  windward  of  their  oourae 
considerably.  At  6h.  15m.  458.  they  again  bore  away,  the  Audaz 
master  of  the  movement  The  Osprey  now  attempted  to  run  throogh 
the  Audax's  lee,  but  was  again  foiled.  In  the  meanUme  the  Thought 
was  stealing  quietly  away,  and  the  N.W.  Lightship  was  rounded  for  the 
last  time  in  the  following  order: — 

Thought 6  30 

MoluB 6  34 

Audaz 6  34 

Osprey 6  34 

Immediately  after  rounding,  the  Osprey  and  Audax  again  went  at 

each  other,  and  worked  off  their  course  as  usual,  but  this  time  the 

Osprey  forced  the  running,  and  the  Bell  Buoy  was  rounded  for  the  last 

time  in  the  following  order: — 


s. 

40 

T^nrline 

h.   m. 
6    89 

a 
0 

0 

Cecilia 

6    89 

0 

45 

North  Star 

6    41 

0 

50 

h.    m.   6. 
Thought  h  .£oIu8  considerably  ahead 

Osprey 7    16    SO 

Cecilia 7     17    30 


h.  UL  it 

Lurline. 7  18  0 

Audaz 7  19  SO 

North  Star 7  20  80 


m. 

s. 

h.   m.  Si 

21 

68 

Lurline. 

.  9    46     0 

26 

7 

Cecilia 

.  9    49     0 

S3 

0 

Audaz  went  to  moorings 

From  this  point  it  was  a  dead  turn  to  windward  up  the  rirer,  and  the 
Thought  and  iBolus  kept  increasing  their  lead;  the  Lurline  passed  the 
Cecilia  to  windward,  and  the  Audaz  drew  up  with  and  weathered  Lur- 
line. The  evening  began  to  fall  thick  and  hazy,  and  as  the  aternmest 
vessels  approached  the  river,  the  Thought  and  iBolus  could  barely  be 
distinguished  crossing  and  re-crossing  like  phantom  ships  in  the  base. 
The  flag-ship  was  passed  in  the  following  order.*'— 

h. 

Tliought 9 

jaSolus. 9 

Osprey 9 

By  the  rules  of  the  club  the  match  should  be  concluded  at  9h.  p.mi 
it  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  poor  Little  Thought  lost  her  well  eanied 
prize  by  just  21m.  58s.,  and  although  it  was  admitted  by  all  hands  thst 
she  had  well  won  her  laurels,  yet  rules  are  rules;  Commodore  Graves^ 
therefore,  had  no  alternative  but  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
and  order  the  race  to  be  re-sailed  upon  Saturday,  the  6th  July.  The 
cup  of  25  sovs.  was  also  sailed  for  during  the  day  and  was  won  by  the 
Vision,  8  tons,  C.  H.  Coddington,  Esq,;  defeating  the  Bijou,  11  tons, 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq.;  the  Haidee  8  tons,  W.  Turner,  Esq.;  and  the  Ethell 
15  tons,  T.  S.  Petty,  Esq.;  the  Haidee  carried  away  her  topmast  in* 
thunder  squall  off  the  Crosby  Lightship,  and  the  Ethel  in  comiDg  ib^ 
although  first  in  order,  ran  the  wrong  side  of  the  flag-ship. 
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Whibt  the  foregoing  matohes  were  contested  the  foUowing  rowing 
matches  took  place  ■  Ladiee*  cop,  value  40  sovs.,  for  gentlemen  amateurs 
in  four-oared  cutters,  Clydesdale,  (Clydesdale  Rowing  Club,)  Glasgow^ 
Tayler,  HTarlane,  M'Lelland,  MTarlane,  M'Gregnr,  cox. ;  Banshee, 
(Mersey  Rowing  Club,}  Taylor,  M'Donaid,  Holden,  A.  J.  Fairrie,  Tay- 
liDr(eQz.).  The  Clydesdale  was  declared  the  winner  afiber  a  severe 
straggle. 

Mersey  Cup,  value  20  sovs.,  course  as  above:-^lydesdale^  same  crew, 
Ripple  (Mersey  Rowing  club).  Heap,  J.  Fairrie,  E.  Robinson,  H.  Friend, 
Riehardson,  cox.  Having  a  very  strong  tide  to  contend  against,  and 
the  wind  off  shore,  the  Clydesdale  men  found  it  impossible  to  get  their 
boat  out  of  the  stream,  and  when  coming  in  passed  a  few  feet  outside 
the  flag-boat,  thereby,  according  to  strict  racing  law,  disqualifying  them- 
selves; but  as  the  flag-stewards  declared  them  to  have  been  a  length  and 
a  half  ahead  of  the  Mersey  crew,  and  having  done  their  best  to  keep  in- 
side the  flagstaff,  the  Mersey  Club  generously  waived  their  right  to  ob* 
ject,  and  the  cup  was  awarded  to  the  Clydesdale. 

Match  for  silver  tankards,  junior  crews,  Ripple  beat  Foam. 

Jkird  Day. — Saturday,  July  6th,  the  match  of  the  previous  day 
was  re-sailed,  and  the  following  vessels  came  to  the  starting  buoy: — 
Thought,  Audax,  Lurline,  ^olus  and  Osprey. 

Commodore  Graves  in  the  Sea  Ring  steamer  was  early  at  his  post, 
Rear-commodore  T.  W.  Tetley  had  the  vessels  berthed  at  their  starting 
huoys  sharp  to  the  hour.  At  llh.  43m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired, 
the  five  clippers  started  for  a  determined  and  final  race:  Lurline  went 
away  with  a  beautiful  lead,  closely  followed  by  Thought,  Osprey,  Audax 
and  .£olus.  The  wind  was  very  light,  the  Lurline  was  the  only  vessel 
ttikler  a  balloon  jilk  Immediately  after  starting  Thought  shifted  for 
her  balloon'  jib ;  Audax  and  Lurline  drew  rapidly  out  from  the  little 
flset,  runmng  down  beam  and  beam,  the  boom  of  the  Lurline  being 
over  Audax's  quarter.  At  12h.  22m.  all  gybed  their  booms  over  to 
•tarboard,  the  Audax  going  rapidly  to  the  front.  Osprey  and  Thought 
t^agan  to  draw  on  the  weather  quarter  of  the  Lurline  :  at  12h.  29m.  it 
vss  a  lovely  sight,  the  little  fleet  going  full  1 1  knots  down  wind  and 
gifing  the  Sea  Ring  as  much  as  she  could  do  to  keep  pace  with  them; 
Audax  first,  Thought  and  Lurline  abeam,  Osprey  third  and  ^olus 
**tem;  Mr.  Walker  chuckling  at  getting  a  clear  berth  with  nobody  near 
Um  until  he  shook  the  JSoIus  into  her  paces  ;  the  Osprey  set  her 
halloon  jib:  at  12h.  45m.  the  Lurline  went  out  to  windward  and  abeam 
of  Osprey  and  Thought,  all  carrying  their  booms  on  the  starboard 
<iuarter,  with  the  wind  abaft  the  port  beam. 


340  hunt's  taohtino  magazine. 

At  12h.  47iii.  the  Osprej  made  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  harsti 
erer  witnessed  ;  there  was  apparensly  no  sudden  increase  of  wind  to 
enable  her  to  do  it,  but  as  if  by  mag^c  she  ran  between  the  Lurline  to 
windward  and  Thought  to  leeward,  taking  second  place  in  g^nd  style: 
at  12L  57m.  j£olus  began  to  give  signs  of  mischief  by  running  through 
the  lees  of  Lurline  and  Thought,  and  taking  third  place.  Approaching 
the  Bell  Buoy  first  time  the  Osprey  and  Audax  went  at  each  other  as 
is  their  usual  style,  the  Osprey  endeavouring  to  get  upon  the  weather 
of  the  Audax,  the  latter  luffing  and  driving  her  in  upon  the  little  Bnrbo 
Bank.  At  length  both  seemed  to  arouse  to  the  &ct  that  the  iEolos 
would  have  the  buoy  from  them,  and  away  they  swooped  down  upon 
her  like  birds  of  prey,  not  a  moment  too  soon  either. 

The  Bell  Buoy  was  rounded  for  the  first  time  thus:** 


h«  m.  8. 

Audax 1  27  55 

Osprey... 1  28  55 

JEoiuB 1  30  10 


Lurline 1    82    54 

Thought 1     88    17 


It  was  a  dead  turn  to  windward  from  the  Bell  Buoy  to  the  N.  W. 

Lightship,  and  now  commenced  a  famous  battle  between  the  Thought 

and  Lurline;  the  Thought  shifted  her  balloon  for  her  first  jib,  and  the 

Lurline  did  the  same;  the  Thought  hauled  up  to  windward  of.  Lurline, 

and  forged  abeam  of  her;  at  Ih.  57m.  Os.,  the  Audax  and   Osprey 

crossed  the  Lurline's  bow,  weathering  her  on  the  starboard  tack;  at  Ih. 

59m.  Om.,  both  tacked  upon  her  weather,  very  light  winds,  the  Lurline 

gradually  creeping  away  from  the  Thought ;  at  2h.  5m.  Os.,  the  Audax 

set  her  balloon  jib,  both  her  and   the  Osprey  nearly  becalmed,  the 

Thought,  Lurline,  and  ^olus  stealing  away  from  under  their  lees,  but 

much  to  leeward  of  both;  at  2h.  27m.  dOs.  the  Lurline  weathered  the 

Thought  on  the  starboard  tack.  Thought  had  to  give  way  slightly,  being 

on  the  port  tack ;  at  2h.  d3m.  30s.,  the  Audax  and  Osprey  crossed 

astern  of  the  Lurline,  the  Audax  ahead  and  to  windward,  and,  as  usualf 

fighting  every  inch  of  water  with  each  other,  the  Lurline  tacked  to 

starboard  for  the  Lightship  at  2h.  46m.  Os.,  with  the  ^olus  a  long  way 

ahead  on  her  lee-bow.     It  was  a  somewhat  similar  scene  to  that  of  the 

previous  day,  the  leading  vessels  approaching  it  on  different  tacks,  the 

Scottish  clipper  with  the  advantage.     The  N.  W.  Lightship  was  rounded 

for  the  first  time  as  follows:— 

h«  m.  8. 

iEolns 8      1  15 

LurUne 3      6      7 

Thought. 8    11      o\ 

In  similar  order  they  ran  back  to  the  Bell  Buoy,  which  was  rounded 
the  second  time  thus:— ^ 


h.   nil    '• 

Audax 3    24    25 

Osprey 3    25    25 


m.     8. 

45     50 

Audax..... 

h.   m.    ■• 
4      9    65 

52  57 
56     67 

Osprej 

4     15      4 

B07AL   HERSET  TAOHT   CLUB   BEOATTA.  341 

b. 

iEolot. 3 

Larline.. 3 

Thought. 3 

After  rounding,  the  Thought  and  Lurline  fell  in  with  a  flat  calm, 

at  4h.  26m.  Os.  they  agun  got  life  into  them,  the  JSolus  sliding  awaj 

to  windward  of  them  like  a  knife.     The  tide  began  to  flow  at  4h.  30m. 

p.m.,  and  a  nice  breeze  spread  over  the  bay,  and  after  a  smart  turn  up 

wind  the  Lightship  was  rounded  for  the  last  time  in  the  following 

order:— 

h.  m.  i.                                               h*  m.  8. 

iEolus 4  55  56  Osprey 5  29  30 

Lorline. 5  11  58  Audaz 5  33  30 

Xhooght 5  19  40 

There  was  not  much  change  from  this  to  the  Bell  Buoy  for  the  last 
time,  when  it  was  rounded  thus:— 


h.   m.   a. 

Osprey 6    25      7 

Andax 6    25    52 


h.  m.  8. 

£olii8 5  58  17 

Lorline.* 6  5  54 

Thoaght 6  14  1 

A  dead  turn  to  windward  up  the  Queen's  Channel  brought  the  best 
points  of  the  ^olus  to  bear,  but  the  hardy  little  Lurline  held  tack  for 
tack  with  her,  and  boldly  challenged  the  crack  of  the  North.  At  7h. 
36m.  the  wind  was  very  light  indeed  ;  the  ^olus  was  working  up  about 
mid-tide,  the  Lurline  along  the  edge  of  the  Burbo  Bank,  and  Thought 
more  to  the  eastward.  At  7h.  45m.  it  fell  flat  calm,  and  it  was  very 
doabtfal  whether  or  not  Her  Majesty's  Cup  was  to  leaye  the  Mersey 
on  that  day.  The  Lurline  seemed  asleep  upon  the  bosom  of  the 
tide^  without  life  or  motion,  and  the  Thought  which  seemed  to  be  gifted 
with  the  power  of  moving  without  wind,  came  drifting  up  upon  her 
qaarter  hand  oyer  hand. 

At  8h.  9m.  p.m.  Thought  and  Lurline  set  their  balloon  jibs,  the  wind 

tppearing  to  be  all  to  the  eastward  up  the  river  ;  at  the  same  moment 

the  .SjoIus  caught  it,  a  regular  tearing  breeze,  and  away  she  flew  like  a 

bird:  at  8h.  10m.  Lurline  and  Thought  began  to  move  again,  and  the 

latter  ranged  up  abeam  of  and  passed  Lurline,  looking  as  if  after  all  she 

would  not  be  denied  the  honour  of  winning  the   Queen's  Cup  ;  but  the 

Pates  decreed  otherwise  ;  the  Royal  gift  was  bound  for  bonny  Clyde, 

and  the  flag-ship  was  reached  and  passed  in  the  following  order  and 

times: — 

h,   m.     8.  h.    m.   8. 

iEolus. 8    63    48    Lurline 9     15     19 

Thought. 9      9      2    Osprey 9    37      0 

Audaz  went  to  her  moorings. 

Commodore  Graves  immediately  presented  the  cup  to  Mr.  C.  T. 
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Gouper,  aooompanying  it  with  some  brief  and  appropriate  renkarks  upon 
the  sailing  of  the  Thought  on  Friday,  and  that  of  the  JEolta  on  Sator- 
daj  ;  expressing  himself  that  it  was  almost  a  pity  that  so  splendid  a 
trophy  could  not  be  divided  between  two  such  gallant  champions  ;  three 
hearty  cheers  were  then  given  by  the  assembled  yachtsmen  respectively 
for  the  .£olu8  and  Thought:  the  cup  having  been  filled  with  champagne 
the  health  of  Her  Majesty  was  drunk  with  all  honours,  afterwards  that 
of  Commodore  Graves,  end  prosperity  to  the  Old  Mersey  Yacht  Qab. 
At  the  finish  of  this  toast,  as  if  appropriately  to  conclude  thia  admirable 
regatta,  H.  M.  S.  Majestic,  Captain  Inglefield,  c.  b.,  was  illuminated 
from  lower  deck  to  truck,  a  great  flight  of  rockets  illuminated  the  river 
far  and  near,  and  then  the  thundering  roar  of  the  guns  proclaimed  that 
the  meeting  of  1861  in  the  waters  of  the  Mersey  had  concluded. 

The  following  matches  were  also  contested  during  the  day:-^* 

The  Pilot-boat  prize  was  won,  after  a  splendid  race,  by  (singular  to 
say)  No.  1  pilot-boat,  the  Queen,  schooner,  built  by  Ratsey  of  Cowei 
in  1856,  and  the  vessel  that  ran  second  was  the  pilot-boat  No.  2,  the 
Leader,  built  by  Harvey  of  Wivenhoe  in  the  same  year. 

The  Shrimper's  price  was  won  by  the  Lord  Stanley,  W.  Jones ;  the 
second  prize  by  the  Jane,  J.  Kay. 

The  Speculation  Sailing-gig  prize  was  won  by  the  Daniel,  T.  M. 
Nanee  ;  second  prize  by  the  Mary,  T.  Millar;  third  prize  by  the  Doctor, 
C.  GatchiU. 

The  Ladies'  Cup,  value  £40,  for  fbur-oared  gigs,  was  won  by  the 
Bansheci  pulled  by  members  of  the  Mersey  Rowing  Club. 


THE  METROPOLITAN  MATCHES. 

Royal  London  Yacht  Gub.'~^The  various  matches  on  the  Thamss 
never  fail  to  be  pleasing  to  all  who  have  the  entree  of  the  steamer,  ss 
in  all  clubs  the  greatest  affability  and  kindness  seem  to  be  the  predomi* 
nent  feeling,  even  the  fair  sex  yield  to  the  general  custom  and  join 
without  coyishness  into  the  pleasures  of  the  festive  scene,  and  wheoysa 
on  this  occasion  9  July  8rd,  there  is  a  willing  band  on  board,  and  the 
day  is  fine,  the  waltz,  polka,  &c.,  are  enjoyed  with  greater  zest  thsn 
when  confined  to  a  crowded  ball  room  on  shore,  and  although  we  have 
no  gracefully  chalked  floors,  yet  we  can  boast  of  well  polished  plao^ 
with  which  the  dantiest  cannot  find  fault. 

The  Queen  of  the  Thames  was  appointed  to  carry  the  commodora'' 
•wallow-tail,  and  right  merrilie  the  duij  was  fulfilled,  and  some  of  the 
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gastronomic  epicures  of  the  press  must  have  felt  highly  groHfied  that 
their  Uricturu  on  the  *' waiting  department '^  had  worked  great  refor« 
mation  since  the  last  match,  faugh  I— what  do  the  pnhlic  care  about  thA 
inefficiency  of  waiters,  and  we  are  surprised  the  magnates  of  the  press 
•honld  notice  such  trifie& 

Erith — the  Epsom  of  the  Thames  was  again  the  rallying  point,  and 
on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  six  perfect  gems  of  nayal  art  were  moored 
ready  to  do  battle  for  the  honor  of  being  hailed  rictorl 

The  prizes  offered  were  for  first-class  yessels  above  20  tons,  first  prize 
ao  elegant  silver  claret  jug,  value  50  sovs.,  second  prize  for  second  boat 
10  sovs.  For  second  class  vessels  between  12  and  20  tons-— first  prize, 
a  handsome  silver  tankard,  value  20  sovs.,  and  10  sovs.  cash,  for  second 
boat     Time  for  tonnage,  half-a-minute  per  ton,  in  each  class. 

The  coarse  from  Erith  to  the  Nore- Light  for  the  first  dass,  and  to 

Southend  Pier  for  the  second  class.     The  following  are  the  vessels  that 

itarted:-^ 

Numbered  as  in  Htutes  Yacht  List  for  18S1. 


No. 


Names  ofTaobts 


FIBST  CLASS. 

794  Queen 

USiChrjstabel 

812'Eva- 


764  Phantom.. 

I       8B0Oin>  CLASS. 

1237;  Whisper 

7280heron 


Riff. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


25 
48 
21 
27 

20 
20 


Owners 


Capt.  J.W.  Whitbread 
H.  H.  Eennard,  Esq. 
W.  R.  Gade^  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

J.  Crockford,  Esq. 
J.  I).  Hewett,  Esq. 


Banders. 


WanhiU 
AMons 
Wanhitt 
Penny 

Wallis 
Thames  Vlk§, 


The  Amazon,  46  tons,  (first  class,)  and  Pearl,  15  tons,  (second  class,) 
were  entered  but  did  not  start. 

The  gun  to  start  belched  forth  the  welcome  sound  at  lib.  48m., 
wind  north-west,  the  Queen  was  most  expert  in  hoisting  her  canvas, 
first  canted,  and  stole  awaj,  followed  by  Eva  and  Chrystabel,  Phantom 
lut,  having  fairly  swung  before  hoisting  mainsail  In  going  through 
the  Rands  the  Chrystabel  caught  a  puff  which  sent  her  ploughing  after 
the  Eva  and  Queen:  when  somewhat  near  Purfleet  she  slipped  through 
their  lee,  and  took  the  lead;  and  at  12h.  20m.  passed  Greenhithe  thus, 
Chrystabel,  Queen,  Eva  and  Phantom.  In  this  order  they  raced  before 
^  wind  through  Long  Reach,  and  in  Fidler's  Reach  in  their  several 
jibes  they  were  close  to  each  other,  but  in  rounding  the  Point  into  Gray's 
Beach  the  Phantom  rushed  up  to  Eva,  and  after  a  few  minutes  struggle 
passed  through  her  lee  and  took  third  place.  They  now  shifted  topsails, 
setting  those  of  larger  dimensions,  the  Chrystabel  in  particular  had  an 
immense  gaff-topsail  which  was  much  admired^     Off  Northfleet  the 
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Phantom  changed  her  jib  for  a  large  ballooner.  In  this  order  they 
rattled  through  Gravesend  Reach,  Chrystabel  leading  considerably,  the 
Queen  with  Phantom  about  three  minutes  in  her  rear,  leaving  Eva 
behind. 

The  wind  in  the  Lower  Hope  considerably  increased,  which  sent  them 
staggering  along  at  a  slashing  pace,  and  when  off  the  Oven  shelf  the 
difference  between  Queen  and  Phantom  was  only  20  seconds.  Here 
the  race  became  very  exciting,  and  some  pretty  tactics  were  displayed 
by  these  vessels.  The  Queen  however  kept  the  lead,  and  off  Thames 
Haven  gained  20  seconds  more  on  her  leary  competitor,  but  this  increase 
was  soon  diminbhed  by  Phantom,  which  gaining  a  fresh  puff  of  wind 
shot  with  lightning  speed  through  the  lee  of  Queen,  which  portion 
she  increased  until  passing  Southend  when  Queen  made  a  fresh  spurt, 
but  not  sufficient  to  regain  the  lead.  During  this  time  the  Chrystabel 
was  ploughing  ahead  by  herself,  and  the  Eva  was  lost  sight  of.  Phan- 
tom having  now  become  second  vessel  in  the  match,  all  attention  was 
directed  to  her  and  the  leader,  and  the  speed  of  Phantom  appeared  to 
lesson  the  gap  between  them.  When  they  rounded  the  Nore  Light- 
ship, the  tide  was  still  running  down,  the  time  was  as  follows: — 


h.    m.    8. 

ChrystabeL 2    43      0 

Phantom.. 2    46    15 


h.  m.  s. 

Queen 2    49    20 

Bva 3      4     0 


Immediately  Phantom  and  Queen  shifted  to  jib-headed  topsails,  the 
Chrystabel  shortly  afterwards  appeared  in  trouble,  and  it  was  soon 
known  that  her  fore  halyards  had  given  way,  thb  for  a  brief  space 
rather  retarded  her  progress,  but  not  sufficiently  to  allow  Phantom  to 
come  up  to  her.  The  repair  was  soon  done,  and  now  the  most  pleasing 
part  of  a  sailing  match  began,  namely,  beating;  and  as  there  was  just 
wind  enough  to  suit  the  Phantom,  the  two  vessels  were  minutely  watched, 
and  just  above  Southend  Pier,  the  Phantom  overhauled  the  Chrystabel 
and  took  the  lead,  and  when  between  the  Chapman  and  Beacon  was 
heading  on  every  tack  at  least  10  minutes.  This  continued  until  enter- 
ing Gravesend  Reach  when  Chrystabel  began  to  lessen  the  distance, 
and  in  Northfleet  Hope  she  once  more  gained  the  lead,  and  ran  through 
St.  Clement's  about  three  minutes  ahead.  The  Phantom  shifted  ber 
topsul  off  Northfleet,  setting  a  square  headed  one,  which  appears  to  have 
assisted  her  a  trifle;  but  the  prisEe  it  was  evident  was  hers,  in  &ct  from 
the  outset  Phantom  was  booked  to  win^  barring  accidents,  the  flag-booy 
at  Erith  was  rounded  thus: — 


h.   m.   8. 

ChrystabeL 7    54    0 

Phantom 7    56    0 


h«   m*  ■• 

Queen   8    14    U 

Eva 8    24   30 
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The  Chrystabel  had  to  allow  Phantom     10m.  80b. 
if  ,f  Queen         11m.  309. 

,y  „  Era  1dm.  30s. 

The  Phantom  consequently  became  the  winner  of  the  first  class  priMy 
by  7m.  30s.  y  the  Chrystabel  the  second. 

The  Commodore  presented  the  prizes  to  the  respectiye  owners,  and  in 
doing  so  created  much  laughter  by  saying  '*  It  had  been  hinted  to  him 
that  Mr.  Lane  could  not  do  better  with  the  numerous  prizes  that  the 
Phantom  had  won,  than  present  them  to  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club 
to  be  sailed  f  >r  again/'  The  Phantom  has  won  about  forty-six  prizes, 
and  it  is  evident  she  has  lost  none  of  her  ancient  speed.  The  Chrys- 
tabel we  noticed  in  a  former  number,  also  the  Eva  and  Queen. 

We  now  turn  to  the  Second  Class:  the  Oberon  and  Whisper  were 
the  only  vessels  that  contended.  The  latter  being  well  known  to  fame, 
having  sailed  with  the  Zuleika,  Phantom,  and  others,  before  they  were 
lengthened,  and  she  is  still  reckoned  a  fast  little  vessel  for  her  tonnage. 
The  Oberon  was  built  last  year  upon  the  designs  of  Mr.  Ash,  not  par- 
ticularly for  speed,  as  her  length  is  only  about  three  times  her  beam; 
and  this  was  her  maiden  appearance  in  a  match.  From  what  we  saw 
of  her  performance  we  should  say  that  she  is  very  fast  considering 
her  deficient  length,  but  that  something  is  required  to  make  her  faster 
in  going  about,  as  she  hung  very  much  in  stays.  From  having  seen 
her  ashore  we  should  say  that  she  wants  rounding  very  much  more  at 
the  fore-foot,  and  the  mast  to  be  a  trifle  more  forward.  This,  however, 
we  only  throw  out  as  a  suggestion,  not  being  so  competent  to  understand 
the  matter  as  those  more  immediately  connected  with  her. 

They  started  at  lib.  48m.  with  the  others,  the  Oberon  with  the  lead, 
which  she  maintained  all  the  way  down,  and  rounded  the  boat  off  South- 
end Pier  about  three  minutes  before  the  Whisper.  Both  vessels  then 
stretched  over  to  the  north  shore,  and  it  was  immediately  evident  that 
the  Whisper  held  the  better  wind,  and  would,  if  matters  continued  thus, 
be  an  easy  winner.  In  fact,  before  the  Oberon  had  well  left  the 
pier  on  her  starboard  hand,  the  Whisper  was  well  up  on  her  quarter, 
with  every  probability  of  passing.  Indeed  in  a  couple  of  more  boards 
she  crossed  to  windward,  and  it  was  then  evident  to  those  on  board  the 
Oberon  that  short  tacks  must  be  given  up,  she  being  so  long  in  stays, 
and  rather  to  keep  in  the  tide  whieh  was  still  draining  down,  and  make 
long  stretches.  The  policy  of  this  was  evident,  for  after  a  long  board  to 
the  southward  she  crossed  the  Whisper's  bows  on  the  weather  side  and 
drew  gradually  ahead.  Tack  after  tack  was  made  till  Northfleet  Hope^ 
when  it  was  evident  that  the  Whbper  was  drawing  fast  up,  and  the 
so.  8.— vol..  X.  8  a 
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Oberon  shifted  her  jib-h«aded  topsail  for  a  square-headed  one,  and  again 

started  afresh,  also  hoisting  a  large  jib  off  Greenhidie,  which  example 

was  followed  by  her  opponent.     The  wind  fell  light,  and  the  Oberon 

eame  in  only  tve  minutes  ahead,  hating  had  two  narrow  sqixealLS  from 

the  Whisper,  which  was  sailed  with  great  judgpnent  and  skill.     They 

arrived  thu»— 

h.  m»  6. 1  h.  m.  s, 

Oberon 8    3  30  |  Whisper 8    8  30 

The  Oberon  receiyed  the  20  sovs.  prise  for  second  class. 

Royod  Thames  Yacht  Club, — The  match  season  of  this  noble  dab 
terminated  on  Thursday,  4th  July,  with  a  magnificent  contest  between 
three  splendid  schooners »  which,  from  the  strong  breeze  blowing  horn 
the  south-west,  and  the  excitement  therefrom,  was  enjoyed  by  all,  and 
it  win  live  long  in  the  memory  of  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
present. 

The  Eagle  steamer  was  chartered  on  this  occaasion,  and  although  a 
large  vessel  was  very  comfortably  filled.  Shortly  afler  10  a.m.  she  took 
her  departure  from  London  Bridge,  the  company  only  too  glad  to  escape 
from  the  scene  of  desolation  which  the  burning  wharfs  of  the  Messrs. 
Scovell  and  others,  on  the  opposite  shore  then  presented. 

The  steamer  made  the  best  of  her  speed  to  Rosherville,  where  the 
following  yachts  were  moored: — 

Numbered  as  in  Bunts  Yacht  Lisifor  1861. 


No. 

Names  of  Tachts 

Big. 

Tont. 

Owners. 

Bailden. 

890 
7 

Galatea.. 

Alarm 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

124 
248 

T.  Broadwood,  £s^... 
J.  Weld.  Esq 

Hansen 

Tnmfin 

13 

Albertine. 

166 

Lord  Lendesboroogh... 

Tnfnflii 

The  above  is  old  measurement,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  tbst 
the  Royal  Thames  have  adopted  a  different  mode  of  measurement,  ris. 
"  The  length  shall  be  taken  in  a  straight  line  at  the  deck,  from  the  fore- 
part of  the  stem  to  the  after-part  of  the  stem-post;  from  which  deduct- 
ing the  breadth,  the  remainder  shall  be  esteemed  the  just  length  to  fiod 
the  tonnage,  and  the  breadth  shall  be  taken  from  the  outside  of  the  out- 
side plank  in  the  broadest  part  of  the  yacht;  then  multiplying  the  leogtfa 
by  the  breadth  so  taken,  and  the  product  by  half  the  breadth,  and  divid- 
ing the  whole  by  94,  the  quotient  shall  be  deemed  the  true  tonns^; 
provided  always  that  if  any  part  of  the  stem  or  stem-post  project  beyond 
the  length  taken  as  above  mentioned,  such  projection  or  projectiooi 
•hall,  for  the  puipoee  of  finding  the  tonnage^  be  added  te  ttie  togtb 
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iaken  m  befbre  mwlioDediy  aod  ihat  ftUfradional  parta  of  a  ion  sbttU  b» 
conaidered  as  a  too.''  By  this  mode  the  vesseb  entered,  making- 
Galatea,  117  tons;  Alarm,  231  tons;  Albertioe,  153  tons. 

The  course  was  from  off  Rosherville  round  the  Mouse  Light  and  back 
to  a  flag^buoy  off  Greenhithe.i — Time  by  Ackers'  scale. 

Alarm  231  tons  (at  10  seconds  per  ton)  allows  Albertine  13  min. 
Alarm         "  *  "  "         Galatea     19     " 

Albertine  153    (at  35  seconds  per  ton)  '«         Galatea      9     '<  !  ! 
The  preparatory  gun  was  fired  at  12h.  3m.  35s.,  and  the  start  took 
place  at  12h.  8m,  458.     Generally  the  manosuvre  of  setting  the  muslin 
is  Fery  exciting,  and  is  watched  with  eagle  eyes;  but  on  this  occasion, 
from  the  enormous  spread  of  canvas,  the  affair  was  devoid  of  that  dash- 
ing spirit  exhibited  by  the  crews  of  smaller  vessels.     Still  there  was  no 
lack  of  exertion,  and  to  cover  such  heavy  craft  great  tension  of  nerve  is 
required.     The  Galatea  was  the  first  to  set  her  head  sails,  and  point  her 
note  to  seaward,  followed  by  Alarm,  whilst  for  a  few  seconds  the  sails 
of  Albertine,  lay  quiescent,  and  some  conjectured  she  did  not  mean  to 
race;  at  last,  seeing  her  competitors  gettii^  away  she  followed  their 
example.     The  Alarm  rounded  before  she  attempted  to  raise  her  im« 
mense  msiusail,  which  had  a  reef  in  it,  anticipating  a  greater  amount  of 
wind  when  clear  of  the  town.     The  Galatea  first  set  topsail^  followed 
next  by  Albertine;  the  Alarm  in  Graveeend  Reach  passed  ahead  of  the 
Galatea,  and  when  off  East  Tilbury  set  her  main-topsail.     Albertine 
here  came  up  to  Galatea  with  a  rush  and  in  the  Lower  Hope  after  a 
rattling  contest  took  second  place.     The  wind  lulled  considerably  as 
^y  neared  &ea  Beach,  and  **  up  fore-topsails  '^  was  the  universal  cry, 
ud  the  Alarm  shook  out  the  reef  from  her  mainsail,  and  Captain  John 
Msored  us,  he  was  annoyed  throughout  the  match  because,  notwithstaod- 
ug  divers  pulls  at  the  slack,  he  could  not  get  it  set  to  his  own  satisfac- 
tioa;  yet  to  the  generality  of  the  spectators  every  sail  was  a  perfect  board, 
*ad .every  inch  drew  admirably.     Whilst  the  champion  was  so  engaged 
the  Albertine  drew  on  her,  but  the  former  was  too  sharp  to  be  caught 
'^PF^^g*  and  in  the  reach  she  showed  her  excessive  superiority  by 

• 

^''■li'^ssiDg  her  distance. 

On  reaching  the  Chapman  the  wind  increased,  and  the  Alarm  appa- 
>«atly  flew  through  the  water  at  railroad  speed,  passing  the  Nore  Light 
>t  Ih.  30m.  45s.;  the  steamer  being  also  abreast  we  were  enabled  to 
Uiae  her,  but  Albertine  and  Galatea  being  behind  some  distance  we 
•Ottld  not  time  them. 

"^he  Mouse  being  sighted  the  black  diamonds  were  pUed  up.  to  enable 
^  I^le  to  arrive  before  the  Alarm,  and  it  required  great  press  of 
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•team  to  aooompUsh  the  task,  Dot  five  minutes  to  spare.    Before  rouiid- 

iog,  the  Alarm  shifted  jibs,  lowered  fore-topsail »  and  set  a  amaller 

main-topsaiL     Albertine  and  Galatea  also  shifted  sails.     The  Alsrm 

taking  a  wide  sweep  rounded  most  majestically.     Time:— - 

h.  m*  s.  I                          b.  m.    s.  |  h.  m.  i. 

Alarm  2    6    80  |  Albertine. 2    18    15  |  Oalatea. 2    20    45 

The  Albertine  as  she  rounded  set  a  jib-headed  topsail.  Whilst  waiting 
for  the  Galatea  to  round,  the  splendid  cutter  Pearl  and  the  beautifdl 
schooner  Shark  swept  gracefully  round,  the  Light,  all  hands  regrettiDg 
that  the  latter  was  not  entered  in  the  race. 

It  was  now  a  stern  chase,  although  the  Albertine  was  within  her 
time  when  rounding,  yet  it  was  soon  made  evident  that  the  Alarm  would 
be  the  yictor.  Nothing  could  surpass  the  exquisite  handling  of  this 
yessel,  and  indeed  from  what  we  have  heard  since^  for  the  racing  speed 
of  the  steamer  prevented  personal  observation,  the  others  were  equally 
up  to  the  mark.  If  our  notice  therefore  of  the  Alarm,  in  particular 
may  seem  partial,  we  must  request  our  readers  to  recollect  that  to 
keep  pace  with  her  the  steamer  had  all  its  work  to  do.  When  off 
Southend  IMer  th^  Alarm's  time  was  Sh.  16m.  In  the  opening  of  the 
Lower  Hope,  Alarm  strack  fore-topsail,  and  she  made  three  or  four 
boards  through  it,  but  when  entering  Gravesend  Reach  she  again  hoisted 
fore-topsail,  the  wind  having  lulled  considerably.  The  steamer  took 
up  her  position  at  Greenhithe,  rather  too  near  the  flag-buoy  for  the 
yachts  to  round  with  safety,  the  Alarm  therefore  passed  on  the  south- 
ward, and  rounded  the  steamer  in  gallant  and  seamanlike  style*  As 
this  vessel  opened  after  passing  Broadness  Point  she  was  much  admirsd 
as  she  swept  along  with  all  canvas  standing,  and  we  hope  some  one  of 
the  many  artists  on  board  the  Eagle  will  give  the  public  an  opportunity 
of  judging  the  beauty  of  her  appearance.  The  Albertine  next  put  io 
an  appearance  followed  by  Galatea  at  too  great  a  distance  to  create  any 
apprehension  of  the  result     The  time  of  each  arrival  was:— 

h.    m.    s.  I                       h«    m.     B.  I  h.  m.    i* 

Alarm 5    20    80  |  Albertine 5    39    SO  |  Galatea 5    56   30 

The  Alarm  won  by  upwards  of  five*  minutes  to  spare,  but  it  is  only 
due  to  Albertine  to  state  that  we  were  informed  she  carried  away  her 
bowsprit  shrouds  in  the  Lower  Hope,  which  of  course  materially  retarded 
her  progress.  This  was  her  maiden  attempt,  and  she  showed  such 
sterling  qualities  that  we  are  justified  in  saying,  any  vessel  of  her  sise 
must  be  a  *' flyer"  to  beat  her.  She  was  built  by  Inman,  and  launched 
last  year  from  his  yard. 

The  Galatea  was  built  by  Hansen  of  Cowes  last  year,  and  this  wai 
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her  second  match  :  her  owner  has  no  need  to  regret  that  she  was  not 
the  winner,  when  we  take  into  consideration  that  the  Alarm  has  been 
repeatedly  altered  to  gain  the  speed  she  at  present  possesses. 

The  greatest  credit  is  due  to  the  several  captains  and  crews  for  the 
excellent  trim  in  which  they  brought  out  their  vessels,  and  the  manner 
of  handling  them,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  single  out  any  one,  where 
praise  is  eqnally  due  to  victor  and  vanquished. 

The  vice-commodore,  R.  Green,  Esq.,  was  chief  serag,  in  the  absence 
of  Lord  Alfred  Paget.  In  presenting  the  trophy  the  worthy  Com- 
modore congratulated  the  venerable  owner  of  the  Alarm,  on  the  success 
she  had  achieved,  and  paid  some  well  deserved  compliments  on  hb 
perseverance  in  snpport  of  yachting. 

The  age  of  Mr.  Weld  (86)  does  not  debar  him  from  participating 
in  the  triumphs  of  his  yacht,  as  he  is  invariably  on  board  during  the 
matches,  an  example  which  many  younger  men,  either  consider  un- 
necessary, or  fear  prompts  them  to  tread  the  more  safe  planks  of  the 
club  steamer.  It  would  be  well  for  the  yachting  navy  if  there  were 
a  few  more  who  would  follow  the  example  of  this  veteran. 

In  addition  to  the  vice-commodore,  J.  Hutcheona,  Elsq.,  Treasurer; 
Capt  P.  C.  S.  Grant,  the  Secretary,  and  many  other  officials  of  the 
elab  were  in  attendance. 

The  band  of  the  Royal  Horse  Guard.<^,  Blue,  at  times  (but  not  oft) 
enlivened  the  scene,  and  on  the  previous  occasion  the  Life  Guards  Band 
attended,  and  were  equally  slow.     This  should  be  looked  to. 

Ere  we  close  this  account  we  must  request  some  of  oar  readers  to 
^plain  the  system  on  which  Ackers'  Scale  was  made  subservient  to  the 
present  match, — ^for  example,  the  Albertine  153  tons  had  to  allow 
Galatea  117  tons  at  35  seconds  per  ton  difference,  only  nine  minute*  ! 
^6  were  simple  enough  to  suppose  that  after  possessing  the  copyright 
of  that  scale  so  many  years,  and  working  it  some  hundreds  of  times  that 
^  knew  it  perfectly,  but  are  free  to  confess  if  the  committee  is  right> 
We  do  not  understand  the  method  of  calculating  differences. 

We  omitted  to  notice  that  the  time  each  vessel  took  to  run  from 
uosherville  to  the  Mouse,  (froln  gun  to  start  to  gun  rounding)  was 
Alarm  Ih.  57m.  45s.,  Albertine  2h.  3m.  308.,  Galetea  2h.  12m.  Os., 
Alarm's  the  shortest  time  on  record,  distance  about  28  nautic  miles. 

Extraordinary  Circumstance.'^We  have  received  a  letter  from  the 
owner  of  the  Alarm  since  the  above  match,  wherein  he  states  **  That  on 
putting  the  Alarm  ashore  at  Cowes  to  clean  her  bottom,  we  found  that 
^  rope  which  is  called  a  spring,  in  getting  the  vessel  round  after  the 
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1^  had  fired  for  the  yachts  to  starti  had  got  between  the  rudder  and 
atern«po6t*  This  spring  was  27  fathoms  in  length,  and  was  made  &st 
to  the  hawser  which  she  rode  by,  and  in  casting  round  at  the  start  shs 
Iwoke  this  6-inch  hawser,  which  is  thrown  orerboard  at  the  time;  but  it 
being  made  fast  to  the  spring,  she  towed  the  whole  away  after  her  ia 
the  race.  The  spring  was  3-inch  rope,  and  27  fathoms  long,  the  hawser 
6-inch  rope  and  24  fathoms  long.  The  whole  5 1  fathoms  she  dragged 
not  only  in  the  raee,  but  round  to  Southampton."  If  it  had  happened 
to  have  been  light  winds,  and  the  large  rope  at  the  end  of  the  smaller, 
the  Alarm  oould  not  have  moved. 


Prince  of  Wcdes  Fachi  Club. — The  second  match  of  this  Club  came 
off  on  the  18th  of  July,  (and  with  the  exception  of  the  Ranelagh  on  the 
1st  of  August)  closes  the  season  of  yacht  racing  on  the  Thames.  The 
Oread  was  chartered  on  this  occasion,  commanded  by  that  prime  good 
fellow  Captain  Wheeler — who  is  proverbially  -known,  (whether  engaged 
by  the  clubs  or  the  public)  to  place  his  vessel  in  such  positions  as  will 
give  his  company  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  matches,  without 
getting  in  the  way  of  the  yachts  engaged  therein,  added  to  this  civility, 
and  a  desire  to  add  to  the  comfort  of  his  passengers,  has  gained  him  the 
respect  of  all  who  have  sailed  in  the  Oread.  There  was  a  very  good 
private  band  on  board,  which  did  not  flag  in  giving  the  votaries  of 
Terpsichore  ample  op|K>rtunitie8  to  gratify  their  inclinations. 

Erith  as  usual  was  the  starting  point,  and  on  our  arrival  we  found 
the  following  yachts  riding  uneasily  at  their  anchors:—* 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


No. 

Nam«ftof  Taohtt. 

Big. 

Tom 

Ownmn 

Builden 

1059 
1843 

Blne«Eyed  Maid .... 

Violet 

Why  Not 

catter 
cutter 
catter 
catter 
catter 
cutter 

4 
9 
8 
8 
7 
9 

E.  G.  Enibbs,  £sq. 
Lord  de  Ros 
C.  J.  Gray,  Esq. 
Capt.  Carr 
P.  Turner,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Hedge,  Esq. 

TockweU 

Aldous 

HAtohAP 

943 

Surprise 

Marmoset 

Hartlepool 
Harvey 

89 

Bessie 

The  prizes  were  a  Silver  cup  and  cover,  value  20  sovs.  presented  by 
J.  S.  Adam,  EJsq.,  Vice-commodore,  for  first  boat ;  and  a  Silver  cup 
value  10  sovs.  given  by  the  Club  for  the  second  boat.  The  course  from 
Erith  to  the  Chapman  Light  and  back*  for  yachts  of  12  tons  and  under. 
Time  for  tonnage  half-a-minnte  per  ton.  The  preparatory  gun  was 
fired  at  ]2h.  37m.  when  some  of  the  craft  began  to  sheer  very  suspi- 
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dovsly,  and  the  line  was  broken  :  however  in  five  minntet  more  the 
ttarting  gun  allowed  them  to  move  legitimately,  and  thej  speedily  can- 
ted, the  Why  Not  with  the  lead,  Surprise  second,  Violet  third,  Bessie 
and  Marmoset  fourth.  Blue-eyed  Maid  in  trouble,  her  mainsail  jammed 
in  topping  lift.  In  passing  into  the  Rands  the  Bessie  ^th  magic  speed 
flew  past  the  three  leading  vessels.  Wind  W.  S.  W.  very  fireeh,  in  hct 
it  waa  almost  at  times  too  much  for  these  gallant  little  vessels.  In  the 
lower  part  of  the  Rands  Bessie  was  leading  considerably.  Why  Not  and 
Surprise  practicing  a  little  jockeyship  :  in  Long  Reach  the  latter  at- 
tempted to  pass  to  windward,  which  Why  Not  prevented  by  luffing  up» 
Entering  St  Clemen te'  Bessie  was  leading  some  minutes.  Why  Not 
aeoondy  with  Surprise  in  close  attendance  to  seize  the  chance  of  passing 
her.  We  should  hate  observed  that  all  had  their  topmasts  housed 
except  Marmoset, — but  after  rounding  Stone  Ness  Violet,  in  part  raised 
a  jib-headed  topsail  on  the  masthead,  which  did  not  give  her  thai  ad- 
vantage her  owner  expected:  Marmoset  set  topsail  also:  Surprise  took 
in  another  reef,  they  were  all  reefed  more  or  less.  Off  Grays,  a  yacht 
of  about  20  tons,  not  in  the  race,  got  in  the  way  of  the  Why  Not  and 
most  ungenerously  baffled  her :  we  heard  a  name  assigned  to  this  veseel, 
but  refrain  from  mentioning  it  for  fear  of  being  misled,  otherwise  we 
should  fearlessly  condemn  such  conduct,  and  a  heavy  penalty  ought  to 
be  inflicted  on  such  delinquents. 

In  Gray*s  Reach  the  wind  much  increased,  with  sea  enough  to  bury 
them-^n  fact  as  they  rushed  through  the  water  it  flew  aboard  them  in 
ckmda  of  foam.  Violet  took  in  another  reef.  Marmoset  struck  her  top« 
sails.  This  vessel  rather  surprised  a  few  by  the  stiff  qualities  she  poe- 
sessed;  she  is  not  a  new  vessel,  although  unknown  to  the  Thames.  She 
was  built  at  West  Hartlepool,  but  her  present  owner  picked  her  up  at 
Aldboro'.  She  was  lengthened  last  year,  and  we  believe  re-christened, 
as  to  her  prior  cognomen  we  have  no  records.  The  Why  Not  has  not 
altered  our  opinion,  she  is  the  stiffest  boat  of  the  two  new  Pets. 

Through  Gravesend  Reach  Bessie  was  first,  Why  Not  second,  Sur- 
prise third,  Violet  fourth.  Marmoset  fifth.  Blue-eyed  Maid  nowhere. 
In  the  lower  part  of  Hope,  Violet  again  set  squaresail  and  square^headed 
tc^^l,  and  on  entering  Sea  Reach  Surprise  stood  over  to  the  south 
shore,  Bessie  still  leading.  Here  Surprise  took  second  place  from  Why 
Not,  Violet  still  behind  despite  her  quantum  of  canvas.  In  this  way 
they  oootinued  till  nearing  Shell  Haven,  when  Why  Not  again  passed 
the  Surprise,  lessening  the  distance  between  Bessie  and  herself.  In  fact 
the  Bessie  appeared  to  have  lost  way  whilst  hugging^che  Kentish  shore. 
^^olet  stmek  her  topsail  and  appeared  to  have  gained  on  Surprise. 
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The  flag-buoy  was  dropped  just  below   the  Chapman,  and   thej 

rounded  thus:— 

h.  m,  8                                                    h.   m.   s, 

Bessie  2  42      0    Violet 2    47      0 

Surprise 2  44      0    Blue  Eyed  Maid 8    17      0 

Why  Not 2  44  30 

Marmoset  contrary  to  all  expectations  never  put  in  an  appearance, 
and  the  Maid  which  had  been  praised  for  her  prudence  came  unezpect* 
edly  in  sight,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  she  was  handled  would 
undoubtedly  hare  come  to  an  untimely  end  had  she  passed  the  steamer 
as  the  others  had  done,  and  instead  of  jibing  her  crew  attempted  to  put 
her  about.  She  refused  the  helm,  and  there  she  lay  in  a  perilous  posi- 
tion, with  a  crew  unnerved  and  apparently  helpless.  The  Oread  through 
the  kindness  of  the  Commodore  and  officials  took  the  poor  little  thing 
in  tow,  and  brought  her  safe  to  Gravesend.  The  party  who  had  charge 
of  the  helm  to  keep  her  in  the  wake  of  stesimer  was  much  to  be  pitied, 
for  his  compeers  slipped  down  below  and  left  him  to  encounter  the  fury 
of  the  waves. 

Having  disposed  of  this  vessel  we  will  return  to  the  others,  as  soon 
as  Bessie  got  clear  of  the  steamer  she  jibed  over  to  the  Bligh,  and  in 
rounding  it  was  a  fine  piece  of  seamanship  on  the  part  of  the  Surprise  and 
Why  Not,  the  former  steering  in  between  the  steamer  and  the  latter,  but 
the  Why  Not  got  the  advantage  and  after  a  short  stretch  towards  Essex, 
tacked  towards  the  Bligh,  Surprise  attempted  thrice  to  tack  in  the 
same  direction,  but  refused  to  answer  her  helm,  she  was  evidently  badly 
trimmed,  not  sufficient  ballast.  Violet  stood  over  to  the  Essex  shore 
some  time  and  then  went  about  quickly.  The  tide  was  still  ebbing, 
therefore  they  hugged  the  Bligh  closely,  thus  Bessie  with  great  lead. 
Why  Not  second,  Violet  third,  Surprise  fourth.  In  running  up  about 
half-a-mile  below  the  East  Bligh  Buoy,  the  Why  Not  laid  quiet  for  two 
or  three  minutes,  evidently  having  kissed  the  ground,  how  she  g^t  off 
the  b(t<)oy  does  not  say,  although  when  she  did  get  clear  she  appeared 
to  be  a  little  wilful  in  the  handling.  However  she  still  retained  her 
second  place  in  the  race,  ran  into  the  Lower  Hope,  through  which  they 
beat,  but  without  disturbing  the  order  of  their  going;  the  tide  having 
changed  they  encountered  very  heavy  seas,  especially  in  St  Clements, 
they  happily  arrived  safe  at  Erith  but  the  crews  drenched.  The  time 
was:— 


h.   m.     s. 

Bessie  6      9      0 

Why  Not 6    23    45 


h.  m.    s. 

Violet ^ 6    86    20 

Surprise 6    47      0 


The  commodore  as  soon  as  the  two  leading  vessels  had  come  along- 
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side,  presented  the  prizes,  the  first  to  Mr.  Hedge,  and  the  second  to  a 
Itiend  of  Mr.  Gray's.  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  sailed  the  Why  Not,  haying 
been  thoroughly  drenched  went  on  shore  as  soon  as  that  vessel  arrived. 

Thus  far  everything  had  gone  on  quietly  and  respectably,  and  from 
seeing  the  Bessie  again  matched  against  the  Why  Not  we  fully  thought 
the  afiair  of  the  foul  in  the  Royal  London  Match  was  forgotten,  but 
we  were  deceived,  for  a  tall  fellow,  one  of  the  Bessie's  crew,  as  soon  as 
the  vessels  had  sheered  off  from  the  steamer  commenced  scoffing  and 
jeering  the  crew  of  the  Why  Not,  in  which  the  others  aided,  and  we 
were  much  surprised  that  the  owner  who  was  on  board,  did  not  imme- 
diately suppress  it.  We  notice  this  in  the  hope  that  whatever  ill-feeling 
may  lurk  in  the  breasts  of  the  victor  and  vanquished  among  yachtsmen 
will  not  be  made  public.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  Bessie  being 
a  veiy  excellent  vessel,  and  her  builder  and  crew  fully  deserves  all  the 
praise  that  can  be  awarded  them ;  but  the  latter  must  not  let  the  victory 
they  have  gained,  lead  them  into  the  supposition  she  is  invincible:  cer- 
tainly a  more  perfect  gem  of  art  does  not  float  than  the  Bessie.  The 
Why  Not  is  a  more  compact  vessel,  and  does  not  show  to  the  eye  so 
graceful  as  her  antagonist,  but  she  is  a  much  stiffer  vessel,  and  except 
Bessie  we  know  of  none  that  can  touch  her.  One  very  great  advantage 
the  Bessie  possesses,  she  is  about  the  moment  called  on  without  losing 
an  inch  of  her  way. 

This  match  concludes  the  season  of  the  large  clubs,  and  a  more 
glorious  one  we  never  recollect,  plenty  of  wind  in  each  match,  and  such 
as  fully  tested  the  powers  of  the  yachts  engaged.  The  sinews  of  war 
wero  plentiful,  the  Royal  Thames  gave  prizes  to  the  amount  of  £410, 
Royal  London  £145,  and  Price  of  Wales  £60,  total  £615,  this  sum 
distributed  in  twelve  matches. 


ROYAL  NORTHERN  YACHT  CLUB. 

Thb  regatta  of  this  club  came  off  at  Dunoon,  July  9th  and  10th,  with 
a  success  unprecedented  in  its  annals,  a  result  chiefly  owing  to  the  great 
exertions  of  its  Hon.  Secretary,  A.  S.  Schaw,  Esq.  During  the  regatta 
J.  Smith,  Esq.,  Vice-commodore,  and  the  Hon.  G.  F.  Boyle,  Rear-com- 
modore, where  on  the  steamer  Caledonia,  and  the  races  were  started 
bi  excellent  order  by  Messrs.  Schaw  and  11  oulds worth,  one  of  the 
stewards  of  the  club.  On  Tuesday  the  weather  was  -fine,  but  the  wind 
was  variable  and  rather  light,  veering  from  north  to  west.  There  was 
a  krge  and  fashionable  party  on  board  the  Caledonia,  and  the  shore  and 
«o.  8. — VOL.  X.  8  b 
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Castle  Hill  were  thronged  by  interested  spectators.  The  river  wu 
dotted  over  by  numerous  yacliU  and  small  craft.  In  the  afternoon 
H.M's  cutter  Prince  Albert  came  into  the  bay  with  Capt.  Macdonald 
and  a  number  of  officers  of  H.M.S.  Hogue  on  board. 

First  day, — A  purse  of  100  so  vs.,  open  to  Yachts  of  Royal  Yacht 
Clubs,  of  30  tons  and  upwards,  time  race  :  the  course  was  round  Toward 
Buoy,  flag- boats  off  Wemyss  Bay,  Rilcreggan,  and  Strone,  again  round 
Wemyss  flag-boat,  and  home.     The  following  started: — 


Numbered  aa  in  Hunfs  Yacht  List  for  1861. 

No. 

Names  of  Yachta 

• 

Hlg 

Ton 

'  Owners 

Builders 

147 

Chance.M 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

76 
47 
60 

J.  Richftrdson,  Esq, 
J.  Ballantine,  Esq. ' 
S.  Graves,  Esq. 

Simons 

S6 

Anita  , 

Simons 

486 

lerne  

Fife 

The  starting  of  the  race  was  delayed  upwards  of  an  hour  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  the  ^olus  and  Glance,  on  their  way  from  the 
Mersey  to  the  Clyde,  which  were  also  entered.  Between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  a  cutter  was  seen  coming  through  the  Cumbrae  Heads, 
which  on  nearer  approach  was  recognised  as  the  £olus,  but  as  at  twelve 
she  was  yet  fully  an  hour's  sail  distant,  it  was  decided  to  delay  the  start 
no  longer,  and  the  last  gun  was  accordingly  fired  at  12h.  17m.  7s.t 
when  the  three  schooners  let  go  the  springs  by  which  they  were  anchored 
(a  mode  of  starting  which  gave  the  highest  satisfaction,)  and  made  sail 
The  Chance  went  off  with  the  lead,  fcillowed  by  the  Anita,  but  the 
lerne  canted  the  wrong  way,  and  was  thus  placed  at  some  disadvantage. 
The  Chance  gradually  slipped  away  from  them,  and  when  passing  the 
Cloch  on  her  way  home  was  fifteen  minutes  ahead.  The  contest 
between  the  Anita  and  the  lerne,  (which  had  the  second  place,)  was 
yery  close  and  exciting,  the  difference  between  them  when  passing  the 
Lighthouse  being  only  fif^en  seconds.  On  reaching  the  Commodore^ 
the  Anita  and  lerne  relinquished  the  contest.  The  Chance  carried  on 
with  a  freshening  breeze,  and  after  rounding  the  Wemyss  Bay  flag-boat 
returned  to  the  goal  at  8h.  54m.  538.,  and  won  the  prize. 

The  Anita  is  a  new  iron  yacht,  built  by  Messrs.  W.  Simons  &  Cot 
Renfrew;  and  as  she  was  only  ready  for  sea  a  few  days  prior,  her  erev 
were  still  ignorant  of  her  proper  trim. 

A  second  race  for  a  purse  of  £30,  open  to  yachts  of  Royal  Clubs  of 
10  and  under  30  tons,  time  race.  The  course  laid  down  for  this  raee 
was  the  same  as  for  the  first,  the  second  run  round  the  Wemyss  Bay 
buoy  not  being  included.     The  following  yachts  started  at  Ih.  Om.  40i^ 
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Ifo. 


54 


Hametof  Taehts. 


Atalanta 

Kipple 

ro.Banba 

942|Sarpri8e ., 
946;SwaUow .. 


Rig. 

Ton, 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

24 

cutler 

20 

cutter 

18 

Owners. 


N.  Arnold,  Esq. 
I),  Fulton,  flsq. 
W.  I.  Doherty,  Esq. 
\i,  Johnstone.  Esq. 
D.  J.  i:'enn7,  Esq. 


Bnlldtm 


Marshall, 

MarshalL 

Hansen. 

Wanhili 


Banba 7    3  30 

Surprise 7    9  50 


The  Banba  got  off  first,  followed  by  the  Ripple,  a  uew  and  very  smart 
Iqpkiag  yacht.  Shortly  after  starting  the  gaff-topsail  sheet  of  the 
Atelanta  parted,  and  the  sail  had  to  be  taken  in  until  damages  were 
repaired.  Notwithstanding  this  the  gallant  old  craft  gradually  worked 
her  way  to  the  front,  and  reached  the  Commodore  an  easy  winner:  the 
▼easels  arrited  in  the  following  order: — 

h«  m.  8. 

Atalanta 6  46  53 

Swallow  7    2  55 

Bspple 7    8  55 

The  Atalanta  is  a  clinker-built  vessel  of  the  old  school,  and  her  success 
was  due  to  the  skilful  manner  in  which  she  was  handled. 

Third  race  for  a  purse  of  10  sots.,  for  yachts  and  pleasure  boats 
under  ten  tons,  time,  half-a-minute  per  ton.  The  course  of  this  race  was 
from  the  Commodore  round  the  flag-boats  in  Wemyss  Bay,  Kilcreggan, 
and  Strone,  and  back  to  Commodore;  the  following  vessels  started  at 
Ih.  41m.;  Armada,  8  ton^,  Mr.  R.  F.  Stuart;  Brenda,  9  tons,  Mr,  D. 
M'lver;  Aaalea,  8  tons,  Mr.  J.  Campbell.  The  Brenda  was  first  off, 
and  kept  ahead  to  the  close  of  a  beautifully  contested  race,  in  which  she 
beat  the  Armada  by  three  minutes  only,  the  former  arriving  at  5h.  7m. 
278.,  and  the  latter  at  5h.  11m. 

Second  Day, — It  was  very  unfavourable  for  spectators,  whose  enjoy- 
ment was  marred  by  frequent  and  heavy  showers,  but  as  far  as  wind  was 
concerned,  it  was  all  that  the  keenest  yachtsman  could  wish;  it  blew  great 
great  guns  from  the  westward  during  the  morning,  but  towards  noon 
it  moderated  a  little,  and  the  first  race  was  started  at  12h.  20m.  34s. 
for  a  prixe  of  60  sovs.,  open  to  cutters  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs  of  20  tons, 
and  upwards,  time  race.  The  course  was  the  same  as  that  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  but  twice  round,  omitting  in  the  second  round  the  Kilcreggan 
flag-boat.     The  following  yachts  started  : — 


No. 


54 

997 
430 


H  sniM  of  T«ehu. 


Atalanta. 
£oltts  .... 
Glance  ... 


Rig. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

Ton. 

27 
58 
36 

Owners. 


Builders. 


N.  ArnoUl,  Esq. 
0.  T.  Couper.  K*q. 
A.  Duncan,  Esq. 


•  Marshall 

iFife 

Uatcher 


m 


homt's  tachtiko 


'*• 


The  Storm,  $6  tons  entered  bat  did  not  start  It  still  blew  rerj  hard, 
and  during  the  first  round  the  Atalanta  gave  in,  baring  split  her  jtb 
and  carried  away  the  bowsprit  shrouds.  Off  Rilcreggan  the  ^Im 
carried  away  her  bowsprit,  and  bore  up,  leaving  the  Glance  to  come  in 
a  winner  at  6h.  d4m.  19s. 

The  second  race  was  for  a  purse  of  50  sovs.,  open  to  schooners  sad 
yawls  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs  of  80  tons  and  upwards,  prize  for  second 
yachts  a  handsome  saloon  compass,  presented  to  the  club  by  Mr.  R. 
Park,  Optician,  Greenock,  time  race.  The  following  vessel  started  st 
12h.  52m.  87s. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfe  Yacht  List/or  1861. 


No. 

NamM  of  IfAchU. 

Kig. 

Ton 

Ownen. 

BaUden. 

147 

Chance  

schooner 
schooner 
bchooner 

76 
60 
47 

J.  Richardson,  Esq. 
J.  S.  Mills.  Esq. 
S.  Little,  Esq. 

Simmons. 

835 

Uowena 

Fife. 

1259 

WUdflower 

Fife. 

The  Chance  passed  the  Commodore  on  the  first  round  at  4h.  24m. 
46s.,  and  the  Rowena  at  4h.  28m.  50s«,  but  the  Wildflower  was  not  in 
sight.  Shortly  after  starting  the  Rowena  carried  away  her  jib-booD, 
but  held  on  under  reduced  canvas ;  at  4h.  45m.,  however,  she  hauled 
down  her  racing  flag  and  gave  up  the  contest,  the  Chance  having  it  all 
her  own  way  now,  and  arrived  at  7h.  19m.  15s.  thus  gaining  £150  ia 
two  days.  As  the  Wildflower  did  not  turn  up,  the  saloon  oompasa  wai 
not  given. 

The  third  race  was  for  a  purse  of  7  sovs.,  for  yachts  and  plessun 
boats  not  exceeding  7  tons;  time,  half-minute  per  ton.  Course  roaad 
Rilcreggan  and  Strone  flag-boats  and  home.  The  following  started  at 
dh.  Om.  36m.,  Edith,  5  tons,  Mr.  W.  H.  Watson;  Fern,  5  tons,  Ht 
J.  Forrester,  and  the  Lily,  5  tons,  Mr.  John  Ure.  The  Fern  gave  op 
at  Kilcreggan,  and  went  to  her  moorings;,  and  the  Edith  carried  awaj 
her  foresail  while  leading  off  Strone,  and  left  the  victory  to  the  liljs 
which  came  in  at  5h.  57m.  Is. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  winning  yachts  are  almost  the  onlj 
ones  of  the  fleet  which  escaped  damage  during  the  first  round.  Wbib 
beating  up  from  the  Rilcreggan  flag-boat  to  the  Strone  Point  a  terrific 
squall  came  down  from  the  Holly  Loch,  accompanied  by  thunder  aaJ 
lightning,  and  bowsprit  shrouds  and  jib-booms  went  in  an  instant.  At 
the  termination  of  the  races,  Mr.  Duncan  of  the  Glance,  and  Mr.  David 
Richardson,  who  sailed  the  Chance  in  the  absense  of  his  brother,  weal 
on  board  the  commodore,  when  the  prizes  were  presented  by  the  Hoo* 
6.  F.  Boyle,  who  congratulated  Mr.  Duncan  on  his  well  deserved  toe* 
cess  after  coming  so  far  to  take  part  in  the  regatta.     It  will  be  seen 


8KBTCH£S  Ot  KAYAL  LIFB.  S&7 

from  this  that  tha  prises  have  been  pretty  equally  4irtribaled»  Eoglish, 
Scotch,  and  Irish  Yachts  havidg  all  been  suooessful.  Id  the  eveniDg 
a  large  party  of  the  members  of  the  club  aud  friends  dined  together  at 
the  Argyll  Hotel,  Dunoon,  Mr.  James  Smith,  vioe*comroodore,  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Schaw,  the  secretary;  and  a  brilliantly  attended  ball 
coQcluded  the  festivities. 


SKETCHES  OF  NAVAL  LIFE.* 


Br  AN   OLD   8A1.T. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

HowETCB  large  I  might  appear  on  reporting  myself  to  the  Admiral  on 
my  arrival  with  the  *'  Uncle  Sam",  I  both  looked  and  felt  small  enough 
the  next  day  when  ordered  to  join  the  guard  ship,  and  vacate  my  com- 
aiand  in  fiivour  of  a  lieutenant  and  boat's  crew,  who  were  about  to  take  my 
priae  to  the  dockyard,  to  be  there  examined  as  to  her  soundness,  &c.  Talk 
of  men  in  afflaeuce  being  suddenly  ruined  and  reduced  to  break  stones  on 
a  road  side  I  Certainly  this  would  be  rather  painfully  unpleasant ;  but 
it  is  mere  simple  privation  and  labour,  in  comparison  with  a  young  lad, 
as  priae-^master,  having  to  surrender  his  blushing  honours  in  exchange 
for  the  cock-pit  of  a  guard-ship,  where  boys  of  every  stamp  of  character 
sire  thrown  together  as  strangers,  to  part  in  a  few  days  in  mutual  dislike, 
and  where  the  fast  lad  gets  in  debt  and  disease,  and  the  slow  one  gets 
bollied,  and  swindled  to  any  extent  short  of  actual  thievery. 

But  oh !  most  glorious  and  beautiful  frigate,  didn't  I,  and  Bill  Williams, 
and  all  of  us  '*  Uncle  Sams'',  see  you  standibg  into  Plymouth  Sound  as 
we  were  getting  our  kits  into  the  boat  that  was  to  carry  us  to  the  rusty, 
lusty,  old  guardo,  and  the  three  cheers  we  impulsively  gave  to  your 
memory  and  presence  rather  did  surprise  the  old  fogie  of  a  grey*headed 
guardo  lieutenant,  who  expected  to  row  us  to  his  stationary,  though 
floating  home. 

*  *  Beg  your  pardon,  sir"  said  I,  but  that's  the  G<«-^^frigate,  sir,  our 
ship,  sir  ;  so,  if  you  please,  sir,  we'll  join  her,  sir,  instead  of  the  guard- 
ship,  sir."     Reply— "You  be sir!      Who  taught  you,    sir,   to 

dictate  his  duty  to  a  lieutenant,  sir  ?  Eh,  sir  ?  Get  into  the  boat,  sir, 
and  be  ■■  ■  glad  to  go,  sir,  where  I  and  not  you  choose^  you  — - 
young  monkey  raised  upon,  you!" 

Aoooidingly,  with  head  down  and  monkey  up»  I  and  ours  sneaked 

*  Continued  from  page  90S, 
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into  the  boat,  and  were  rowed  alongside  the  guardo,  where  old  grejpole 
went  up  and  reported  as  as  arrived,  I  following  up  the  side  for  orden. 

The  first  lieutenant  said — '*  Mr.  you  may  row  the  prize's  crew 
alongside  their  own  ship,  for  she's  just  anchored  in  the  Sound,  with  her 
number  answered  from  us;"  and  seeing  me  he  said,  ".Youngster  didn't 
you  know  your  own  ship  when  you  saw  her  ?  A  devilish  pretty  fellow 
you  are  to  make  a  prize-master  of,  certainly." 

I  replied  at  once,  *'  Please,  sir,  I  knew  her  well  enough,  and  wanted 
to  join  her,  hut  he  wouldn't  let  me."  Here  again  I  got  it  over  the 
knuckles  pretty  sharp. 

*'  And,  pray,  who  the  devil  is  Ae,  sir;  you'd  better  say  he,  ke^  sir,  and 
gigS^®  ^Q  ™y  ^'^'^f  sir.  If  you  allude  to  that  'gentleman,  sir^  Td  have 
you  to  be  fully  aware  he  is  a  lieutenant  in  H.  M.  service,  sir;  and  not  a 
he,  sir.  So,  Mr.  Jackanapes,  he  me  no  more  he%  if  you  please,  sirH 
Then  turning  short  on  my  old  friend  lief  he  gave  him  his  "kail  through 
the  reek." 

"  Now,  Mr.  ,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  explain  why  on  earth 

you  brought  this  lad  and  his  crew  here,  where  you  know  we  are  all 
jammed  like  Jackson  for  want  of  room  to  stow  our  supernumerary  hands, 
and  his  ship  actually  in  the  Sound,  eh?  " 

"  I  only  obeyed  orders,  sir,"  he  replied. 

'*  £z-a-ct-ly— oh  yes,  quite  right,  sir;  and,  now,  sir,  be  pleased  to  do 
•o  once  more,  and  take  them  out  of  this  to  their  own  ship,  if  you  please^ 
•irr 

And  so  we  accordingly  went  off  to  the  dear  old  frigate,  my  grey  friend 
promising  on  the  way,  very  earnestly,  that  if  ever  he  caught  me  aboard 
the  Guardo  under  his  orders,  heM  He  me  to  some  tune.  I  cared  not  a 
farthing  for  his  threats;  there  was  the  old  ship,  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
up  her  side,  I  was  alongside  of  him,  and,  to  his  utter  amaaemeot,  my 
hand  elapsed  in  our  right  honourable  skipper's  before  he  had  half  re- 
ported himself.  That  toos  a  jolly  day:  first  I  went  with  the  captain  to 
his  cabin  and  reported  all  we  had  done,  and  the  noble  conduct  of  Bill 
Williams,  and  how  if  it  hadn't  been  for  him,  we  should  never  have  got 
home  safe;  and  the  captain  praised  me  for  saying  so,  and  said  he*d  pro- 
mote him  for  it  He  then  ordered  me  to  get  his  gig  ready,  and  the 
crew  in  full  toggery,  to  go  on  shore  to  the  Port  Admiral's. 

Then  the  first  lieutenant  and  his  brother  ofijcers,  and  then  the  mastet^s 
mates  and  middys,  they  all  were  so  glad  to  see  me  and  the  prize;  and 
then,  last  but  not  least,  the  maintop  men  were  so  pleased  I  was  to  join 
the  top  again,  and  be  stowed  away  in  the  top  chest  in  bad  and  vet 
weather,  with  a  knot  in  the  bottom  of  it  knocked  out,  so  that,  when  the 
top  was  hailed,  I  could  put  my  mouth  to  the  hole  and  sing  out>  "Ay^ 
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Ajey  airP  whilst  some  one  opened  the  lid  to  let  me  out ;  and  then  they 
kioked  forward  to  the  lots  of  grog  I  used  to  smuggle  up,  and  the  soft 
taek  and  fresh  butter,  and  shrub — it  was  the  grand  drink  as  a  sort  of 
&ehioDable  cordial  to  top  up  with,  when  a  real  relish  was  held  to  be 
necessary,  after  other  liquors  had  cloyed  upon  us. 

When  the  captain  came  on  deck,  the  sails  were  furled,  and  the  yards 
squared,  ropes  faked  and  coiled  down,  and  all  snug  and  shipshape,  and 
the  petty  officers  had  come  aft  with  the  usual  petition  from  the  ship's 
company,  to  allow  their  wives  and  sweethearts  (boatloads  of  whom  were 
alongside)  to  come  on  board.     On  the  first  lieutenant  reporting  this  to 
the  captain,  he  ordered  all  hands  aft,  and  thus  addressed  them  :— «  My 
lads,  I  have  sent  for  you  aft,   to  thank  you  for  the  way  in  which  you 
have  discharged  the  duty  of  this  ship,  under  the  skilful  control  of  the 
first  lieutenant  and  officers  generally,  and  under  my  command.     You 
will  all  regret,  equally  with  myself,  our  unavailing,  though  unceasing, 
efforts  to  fall  in  with  the  enemy's  frigate  we  have  so  long  and  so  eagerly 
sought  after;  and  my  own  disappointment  is  doubled  by  the  firm  convic- 
tion that,  had  we  met  her,  you  would  have  licked  her  for  me*     The 
state  of  discipline  and  subordination  exhibited  on  board  this  ship,  whilst 
it  reflects  credit  on  your  willing  obedience  to- command,  affords  me  this 
opportunity  of  most  warmly  thanking  my  first  lieutenant  and  his  brother 
officers  for  the  firm,  judicious,  and  able  manner  in  which  they  have  car- 
ried oat  the  duties  of  their  respective  rank,  in  a  way  as  pleasurable  to 
me  as  it  is  honorable  to  themselves.    I  am  informed  you  have  just  asked 
permission  for  your  female  friends  to  be  admitted  on  board.     I  grant 
your  request — Silence!^'    (Here  a  cheer  was  cruelly  strangled  in  its 
birth.)     "  But  recollect,  although  the  nature  of  the  service,  which  can- 
not  permit  you  on  shore,  for  fear  «of  desertion,  is  compelled  -to  tolerate 
your  intercourse  with  many  of  the  more  deg^raded  of  the  opposite  sezy 
still  it  is  not  only  in  your  power  to  restrain  their  conduct  whilst  on 
board  within  the  bounds  of  decency,  and  conformity  to  the  reg^ations 
of  the  ship,  but  also  to  bear  in  mind  yourselves,  that  woman,  in  every 
grade  of  life,  is  beftowed  on  man  as  his  best  and  truest  friend  and  com* 
panion,  until  hit  conduct  has  degraded  her  to  be  the  victim  of  his 
passions.     I  therefore  give  you  due  warning  that  any  wanton  breach  of 
discipline  exhibited  by  either  yourselves  or  companions,  in  consequence 
of  their  admission  on  board,  shall  be  visited  on  your  heads  by  their 
instant  dismissal  from  this  ship.     Mr.  H-^— ,  you  can  dismiss  the  ship's 
company,  and  allow  them  to  have  their  friends  on  board,  under  the 
Dsoal  regulations  of  the  service  ! " 
Here  he  raised  his  hat,  and  got  such  a  cheer  as  only  a  fighting  and 
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uoblft  captain  of  a  frigate  cttn  get  from  a  gallant  and  hardj  ctew,  I 
was  then  ordered  away  in  the  gig,  and  on  mj  return  I  found  our  com- 
plement of  hands  had  received  the  addition  of  between  two  and  three 
hundred  souls,  not  including  bnmboat  and  washerwomen.  We  lay  at 
Plymouth,  fitting  out,  for  about  nine  weeks,  my  friend  Bill  Williams 
declining  a  boastwain's  rating  in  a  g^n-brig,  rather  than  leave  the  fii- 
gate,  captain,  maintop,  and  me.  Poor  fellow,  perhaps  he  would  have 
been  spared  a  miserable  end  had  he  taken  advantage  of  the  captain's 
interest  in  his  favour,  but  he  was  in  the  hands  of  God,  to  whose  will  and 
the  various  causes  and  effects  of  inextricable  network  we  weave  round 
ourselves,  he  was  fain  to  submit  to. 

One  most  carious  incident  respecting  him  I  must  somehow  or  other 
relate  as  referring  to  the  isolated  habits  of  thinking  and  action  incidental 
to  the  life  of  a  man««f-war*8*man,  separated  as  he  was  (in  war  time) 
from  his  fellow«>men,  and  living  in  a  maritime  world  exclusively  his  own. 
Williams  had  been  living,  or  rather  had  living  with  him  on  board,  a 
woman,  not  his  wife,  during  our  nine  week's  stay  in  port,  and  a  prettier 
or  better  conducted  girl  was  not  in  the  ship,  and  it  was  pleasant  to  see 
her  mending  Billy's  clothes,  darning  his  stockings,  and  washing  hie 
shirts,  save  for  the  melancholy  reflection  that  no  lawful  tie  had  united 
tlie  bonds  of  affection  between  them.  Well,  three  days  before  we  were 
about  to  start  on  a  fr^sh  cruise  of  an  indefinite  period  from  one  year  to 
three,  Billy  said  to  me  in  the  maintop,  **  If  you's  a  going  on  deck,  sir, 
will  yott  ex  the  first  lieftenant  if  I  can  speak  a  word  to  him  about  sum* 
mut  private  as  concams  myself  mostly  ?  "  **  Yes,  to  be  sure,"  said  I, 
and  did  so  accordingly.  I  was  ordered  to  hail  the  top,  and  desire  him 
to  come  down,  and  down  he  came,  he  walking  aft  to  where  the  first 
lieutenant  and  I  were  standing,  with  his  hat  in  hand,  and  salaaming  the 
quarternieck,  and  his  officer  in  real  sailor  top-pin -pulling  style*  The 
con  toast  between  these  two  men,  alike  perfect  in  their  widely  different 
walks  of  life,  was  curious  to  behold.  There  was  our  first  luff,  five  feet 
ieven  being  his  extreme  longitude,  with  the  happy  smile  he  always 
bestowed  on  a  good  man,  the  very  beau  ideal  of  an^officer  and  gentle- 
man, small  it  is  true,  but  compact  and  perfect,  with  a  bearing  that  nftade 
a  big  man,  even  if  a  brother  officer,  cautious  how  he  trifled  with  him,  look- 
ing up  at  Bill  Williams,  who  stood  above  six  feet,  and  was  looking  down 
on,  but  up  to  M"  ■  with  that  full  reliance  an  able  seaman  feels  in  the 
freemasonry  of  interest  his  officer  has  for  him,  if  both  are  "  True  Blue  * 
in  their  respective  grades.  "  Well,  Williams,  what  can  I  do  for  you  ? 
Want  to  go  ashore,  eh  ?  Well,  I  think  I  can  trust  you  ;  so  you  may 
go  if  you  wish  ii«''    Billy  bowed  thankfully  and  said,  <<  If  yeu  pleise, 
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snr,  it  ain't  that,  sur  !"  "  Well,  my  man,  then  what  is  it,  eh  ?"  Billy 
hitching  up  his  trousers,  "  The  thing's  this  ere,  sur,  if  you  ain't  got 
no  ohjections,  sur,  I  wants  to  be  married,  sur/'  Now,  our  first  luff  was 
•  man  of  iufiuite  presence  of  mind,  if  not  command  of  temper,  and^  I 
verily  believe,  if  he  was  ordered  to  ship  the  jib-boom  for  a  spanker  boom 
he'd  have  set  about  it  with  the  greatest  (apparent)  coolness ;  but  this 
request  of  Billy's  fairly  threw  him  off  his  centre,  and  he  rattled  out,  in 
his  quick  way,  **  Married  I  what  the  deuce  do  you  want  to  be  married 
for!  and  the  ship  going  to  sea  in  three  days  ;  who  are  you  going  to 
marry,  you  immense  booby  ?  You've  been  living  on  board  with  a 
woman  for  nine  weeks— and  you'll  be  away  for  three  years  Confound 
you,  sir,  don't  you  know  a  sailor  has  no  more  need  for  a  wife  than  a 
duck  for  an  umbrella.     Who  on  earth  are  you  going  to  make  Mrs. 

W ,  eh  ?"     "  Why,  sur,"  said  Billy,  "  if  you  ain't  got  no  objec- 

tioas,  its  that  ere  woman  oman  as  has  been  abord  with  me,  sur! "  Here 
the  first  lieutenant's  &ce  assumed  a  most  angry  expression  ;  an  oath 
trembled  on  his  lips  ;  then  he  gave  a  prolonged  whistle;  then  he  ap« 
preached  Billy,  and  putting  his  hand  kindly  on  his  arm,  he  said,  with 
the  voice  of  a  brother,  "  My  dear  fellow,  you  need  not  be  told  what 
sort  of  life  that  woman  has  to  lead,  and  good,  as  I  am  willing  to  grant 
you,  she  is  naturally,  she  is  still  what  I  will  not  hurt  your  feelings  by 
naming,  and,  under  these  circumstances,  allow  me  to  ask  you  seriously, 
why  you  are  bent  on  doing  so  very  weak  and  useless  an  act  as  marrying 
her  ?^'  Here  poor  Billy  hummed  and  hawed,  hitched  up  his  waistband, 
looked  on  all  visible  things  but  the  lieutenant,  and  then,  with  a  hem, 
apparently  torn  up  firom  his  very  vitals,  he  gave  his  hat  a  sort  of  sup-> 
pliant  wave,  and  blurted  out,  **  Why,  you  see,  sur,  we's  agoin'  to  sea 
for,  may  happen,  three  year  or  so,  and  as  she  likes  me,  and  I  likes  her 
best  of  anybody  else,  when  we  comes  back  again,  if  she's  aboard  of 
another  ship,  I  can  send  for  her,  and  claim  her  as  my  nwn."  Our  first 
luff  seemed  to  be  struck  speechless,  his  lips  moved,  but  no  sound  came 
forth,  and  he  had  to  struggle  fiercely  to  keep  down  the  laughter  he  was 
hwrsting  with,  but  he  did  it;  then  his  hand  slid  down  Billy's  arm  to  his 
hand,  which  he  shook  heartily,  saying  frankly — '^  Well,  my  dear  fellow, 
I  don*t  know  really  which  to  admire  most — your  reasoning  or  philo* 
sophy — but  of  their  kind  they  are  perfect ;  and  if  your  betters  would 
only  follow  so  philanthropic  an  example,  cases  of  crim.  con,  would  be- 
come matters  of  history.  Go  and  get  married,  by  all  means  :  may  you 
find  Mrs.  W  all,  and  what,  and  where  you  wish,  on  our  return 

home  I " 

(To  be  conUuued) 
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WINDERMERE  REGATTA. 

This  beautiful  lake  was  studded  with  boats  on  the  9th  of  July,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  pleasures  which  are  yearly  afforded  by  the  excellent  sailing  olob 
established  on  its  waters.  The  Challenge  Cup  was  the  chief  prise  for  com- 
petition, but  unfortunately,  at  the  hour  appointed  for  the  start,  there  was  a 
perfect  calm,  and  the  Committee  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  postpone  the 
race  until  the  following  day.  After  this  decision,  the  disappointed  viaitorB 
(many  of  whom  had  come  miles  to  see  the  match)  departed  to  seek  other 
amusements  or  return  to  their  homes.  Later  in  the  day,  a  fine  breese 
sprung  up,  but  too  late  to  take  advantage  of. 

On  the  10th,  the  wind  favouring,  the  following  vessels  were  ready  for  the 
contest,  opposite  the  Ferry  Hotel : — Extravaganza,  22  ft.  2  in.,  W.  Tomkyna, 
Esq.;  Gazelle,  17 f^.  5  in.,  G.  J.  M.  Ridehalgh,  Esq.;  Souvenir,  20  ft..  Rev. 
J.  Bush ;  Meteor,  19  (I.  8  in  ,  S.  Taylor,  Esq. ;  Mosquito,  22  ft.,  G.  A.  Aufiere, 
Esq.;  Mayflower,  19  ft.  9  in.,  G.  H.  Puckle,  Esq.;  Wave  Crest,  19  ft.  9 in., 
G.  J.  M.  Ridehalgh,  Esq.;  Zephyr,  20  fl.  6  in.,  J.  Wrigby,  Esq.;  Jilt,  25  ft, 
J.  Bridson,  Esq. 

At  the  time  of  starting,  lib.  a.m.,  the  wind  at  W.,  leading  right  down 
the  lake :  the  Jilt  steered  by  her  builder,  **  King  Dan  of  the  Itchen  **  took 
the  lead,  followed  by  Meteor  and  Mayflower,  which  three  singled  themselves 
from  the  ruck,  made  rapid  piogress  to  the  flag-buoy  at  Water  Foot,  when 
Extravaganza  put  in  an  appearance  as  second;  from  this  to  the  rounding  off 
Head  Buoy,  and  thence  to  the  winning  flag- buoy,  the  race  was  rapidly 
sailed,  the  Jilt  keeping  the  lead  throughout,  and  finishing  thus:— Jih, 
Ih.  41m.  4l6.;  Extravaganza,  Ih.  48m.  45s.;  Mayflower,  Ih.  56m.  Ss. 

The  Jilt  arrived  7m.  48.  before  the  Extravaganza,  to  which  she  bad  to 
allow  3m.  45s.  for  extra  length,  and  won  the  Cup,  value  50  sovs.,  by  3m.  19s. 
The  Meteor  was  the  winner  of  the  Challenge  Cup  last  year. 

On  the  11th  there  was  a  match  between  Jilt,  the  champion  of  the  former 
day,  and  the  Bird,  82  ft.,  G.  J.  M.  Ridehalgh,  Esq.,  for  a  Cup  of  50  aova., 
given  by  the  owners  of  the  yachts.  The  wind  at  starting  was  squally,  with 
plenty  of  rain,  which  at  all  times  and  places  is  disagreeable,  but  on  this  lake 
in  particular  it  is  vertf  uncomfortable.  The  gun  for  starting  was  fired  at 
12h.  tioon,  and  they  proceeded  down  the  lake  with  S.W.  wind,  making  a 
long  and  a  short  leg,  in  which  Jilt  evidently  had  the  best  of  it ;  and  not* 
withstanding  the  excellent  sailing  of  her  opponent,  she  was  first  past  the 
ferry.     Time :  Jilt,  2h.  85m.  30s. ;  Bird,  43m.  44s. 

The  wind  on  the  increase  they  flew  through  the  waters,  when  the  head 
buoy  being  rounded,  the  Bird  in  beating  down  under  her  balloon*jib  carried 
away  bowsprit,  and  the  Jilt  disdaining  to  take  advantage  of  such  mishap, 
sprung  hers  in  consequence  of  the  bobstay  parting ;  but  speedily  shifting 
her  large  jib  for  a  smaller,  rounded  the  flag-boat  at  4h.  I5m.  20s.,  the  poor 
little  Bird,  shorn  of  its  feathers,  was  towed  back  in  discomfort 

When  J.  R.  BridaoD,  Esq.,  the  spirited  owner  of  the  Jilt,  landed  at  Bow 
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nets,  the  cheers  that  greeted  him  were  siDcere  and  entbasiastic.  ''For 
many  years/'  says  a  correspondent,  '*  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
Windermere  yachting,  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  his  liberality  for  the 
present  flourishing  state  of  lake  sailing ;  and  as  regards  the  Jilt  (the  Itchen 
Ferry  Clipper)  she  deserves  all  she  has  won,  and  what  she  ha$  to  win\ 
mnd  we  hope  her  worthy  builder,  Mr.  Hatcher,  many  more  orders  for  the 
Qaeen  of  the  Lakes."  "  So  say  all  of  us,*'  for  his  quiet,  unassuming  deport- 
ment at  all  times  and  all  places  will  give  him  hosts  of  good  patrons. 

On  the  rith,  the  third  sailing  race  came  off  for  the  Club  Cup,  value 
12  80V8.  The  weather  was  showery,  and  the  breeze  rather  light,  two  cir- 
cumstances that  contributed  to  damp  the  ardour  of  all  but  those  really 
interested  in  the  proceedings. 

The  start  was  made  at  tl  o^clock  by  the  following  eight  yachts,  round  the 
same  course  as  the  first  day: — Mayflower,  Wave  Crest,  Jilt,  Meteor,  Extra- 
Taganza,  Mosquito,  Souvenir,  and  Gnzelle. 

The  wind,  what  there  was,  beirg  dead  ahead,  caused  the  yachters  to 
exercise  all  their  skill  in  making  the  best  of  their  way  down  the  lake.  The 
Wave  Crest,  Jilt,  and  Extravaganza,  apparently  taking  the  lead,  bat  it  was 
two  o'clock  before  all  bad  passed  the  Narrows  in  the  upward  course,  when 
the  Souvenir  withdrew,  the  rest  holding  on  their  course,  catching  a  fitful 
puff  for  a  minute  or  so.  The  buoy  at  the  head  of  the  lake  having  been 
rounded,  the  excitement  began  to  increase,  and  doubtless  each  of  the  three 
boats  named  above  began  to  calculate  minutely  their  chances  of  success 
and  exercised  all  their  skill  to  win  the  prize ;  but  when  about  a  mile  from 
the  flag-boat  their  patience  fairly  gave  way  in  the  dead  cafm,  and  the  crews 
of  all  three  set  to  work  in  good  earnest  to  propel  their  crafl  by  means  of 
their  rudders;  and  so  hard  did  they  work  that  one  of  them  broke  three  tillers 
in  the  operation,  which  caused  much  amusement.  This  work  brought  them 
in  in  the  following  order  and  time: — Extravaganza,  4h.  16m.  29s.;  Jilt, 
4b.  18m.  41s.;  Wave  Crest,  4h.  19m.  26s.  The  others  were  not  timed.  The 
last  arriving  boat  was  pronounced  the  winner,  owing  to  the  time  she  had 
mllowed  her  by  the  Extravaganza.  As  usual,  when  only  a  few  seconds  are 
between  the  winner  and  the  next,  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  dis- 
puted the  decision,  but  the  judges  very  properly  adhered  to  their  award, 
and  at  once  handed  the  Cup  to  the  Wave  Crest. 

We  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  both  the  Extravaganza  and  .Mosquito 
carried  away  their  bobstays,  or  otherwise  they  would  have  held  better  positions, 
The  Jilt,  too,  sailed  at  a  disadvantage,  owing  to  her  bowsprit  being  sprung 
on  the  previous  day's  bailing. 


IRISH  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

Thb  first-club  match  of  this  club  came  off  on  Saturday,  June  15tb,  but,  so 
far  as  interest  was  concerned,  it  unluckily  turned  out  a  failure,  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  weather.     In  the  morning  there  was  a  light  N.E.  breeze,  which, 
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however,  calmed  down  as  the  day  wore  on,  but  the  heavy  swell  whtoh  rolled 
in  on  the  piers  of  Kingstown  Harbour  showed  that  there  was  wind  enough 
somewhere.  At  2b-  30m.  the  yachts  took  up  their  stations  in  a  line  extend- 
ing from  H.M.S.  Ajax: — Sappho,  cutter,  16  tons,  H.  L.  Barton,  £^  ; 
Atalanta,  cutter,  25  tons,  N.  Arnold,  Esq.;  Bauba,  cutter,  24  tons,  \V.  J. 
Doherty  Esq.;  Magnet,  cutter,  15  tons,  £.  J.  Bolton»  Esq.;  Surprise,  cutter, 
20  tons,  R.  Johnston,  Esq. 

All  manned  by  crews  of  amateurs  belonging  to  the  club,  or  to  a  royal 
yacht  club.  The  Surprise,  formerly  belonging  to  T,  W.  Tetley,  Esq.,  and  the 
winner  of  the  100^.  prize  in  the  Mersey  in  1857,  was  slightly  the  favourite, 
but  on  the  whole,  the  race  was  considered  as  even  and  open  as  possible. 

At  dh.  5m.  a  gun  from  the  Oriana  schooner,  roost  kindly  placed  hy  ber 
owner,  W.  Martin,  Esq.,  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  as  flag-ship,  ga?e 
the  signal  to  set  head- sails,  which  was  well  and  quickly  done  io  all ;  their 
largest  working  jibs  and  topsails  being  in  requisition,  and  a  smart  breexe 
blowing  at  the  moment,  all  made  an  excellent  cant,  and  were  away  together 
the  moment  the  second  gun  gave  liberty  to  let  go.  The  Atalanta  led  a  little 
out  of  the  harbour,  but  with  the  Banba  slipping  through  her  lee  and  fore- 
reaching  upon  her  through  the  pier  heads ;  but  none  of  the  boats  had  got  fifty 
yards  clear  of  the  mouth  when  the  breeze  totally  died  away,  and  the  heavy 
swell  and  ebb  tide  meeting  them,  and  spilling  the  little  puffs  there  were  out 
of  their  sails,  all  began  to  go  astern  towards  the  east  pier  end,  in  spite  of 
their  crews.  The  Atalanta  got  so  near  that  a  shore  boat  was  held  in  readi- 
ness to  take  her  in  tow,  but  waited  till  ber  boom-end  was  within  six  feet  of 
the  wall  before  she  availed  herself  of  assistance,  which  of  coarse  disqualified 
her  for  the  match ;  the  others  drifted  back  safely,  except  the  Banba  and 
Sappho,  the  former  of  whom  had  run  furthest  out,  and  was  a  little  out  of 
the  indrafl  of  the  tide,  while  the  latter,  being  to  the  eastward,  was  set  past 
the  pier,  and  carried  bodily  off  into  Scotman's  Bay. 

The  Banba,  by  great  perseverance,  contrived,  after  a  narrow  escape  of 
going  ashore,  to  get,  by  five  o'clock,  partly  across  the  bay,  where  she  met  s 
tearing  breeze  from  N.C.,  obliging  her  to  lower  her  topsail  and  topmast,  and 
double  reef  her  mainsail,  under  which  canvas  she  beat  out  towards  the  Irish 
lightship ;  but  when  she  got  from  under  the  shelter  of  Howth  Head  she 
found  the  sea  so  heavy  that  she  had  to  haul  down  a  third  reef  and  set  a 
storm  jib,  under  which  she  rounded,  and  ran  up  the  bay  towards  the  East 
Bar  Buoy  at  the  rate  of  nine  knots,  but  off  Sutton  again  met  the  calm,  and 
it  was  out  reefs,  up  topmast  and  topsail,  and  out  balloon  jib,  with  the  help 
of  which  she  just  contrived  to  crawl  round  the  course  and  into  the  harbour 
at  thirteen  minutes  before  nine  o'clock,  thus  winning  the  prize,  which  ber 
crew  well  deserved  for  their  pluck  and  perseverance,  as  they  had  a  hard* 
working  time  of  it,  and  were  drenched  to  the  skin. 

The  Sappho,  less  fortunate,  drove,  in  spite  of  three  attem^s  to  anchor, 
right  on  for  the  rocks  off  Uullorke,  and  would  certainly  have  gone  ashore, 
but  that  the  crew  of  the  Atalanta,  while  furling  sails,  saw  ber  danger  from 
the  crosstreea,  and  four  of  them  at  once  went  to  her  assistance,  and  with  tb« 
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aid  of  a  shore-boat  succeeded  in  dragging  her  off  into  harbour  bj  7h.  Her 
topmast  rigging  had  given  way  with  the  roll,  and  in  securing  it,  one  of  her 
bands  fell  from  aloft,  and  was  disabled,  though  fortunately  not  seriously 
hurt.    Thus  ended  what  had  been  expected  to  prove  a  beautiful  race. 

On  the  29th  June,  the  second  class  match  sailed  on  the  8  th,  inserted  in 
oar  July  Number,  was  re-sailed  under  more  favourable  circumstances. 

In  the  morning  there  was  a  very  strong  breeze  from  N.W.^  and  the  heavy 
clouds  floating  about  created  much  apprehension  that  the  afternoon  would 
turn  out  wet  and  rough,  which  would  have  been  the  more  unfortunate  as 
this  day  had  been  fixed  for  the  arrival  on  Irish  soil  of  the  eldest  son  of  our 
beloved  Queen,  the  future  heir  to  the  throne  of  these  islands;  and  the  whole 
population  of  the  neighbourhood  were  flocking  in  their  best  holiday  attire  to 
give  him  a  right  loyal  welcome.  Fortunately  the  day  kept  improving,  and 
the  wind  settled  down  into  a  fine,  steady,  though  somewhat  strong  breeze 
from  the  N.H\  most  favourable  for  trying  the  weatherly  qualities  of  the 
little  racers,  while  the  point  from  which  it  blew  made  the  water  compara- 
tively smooth.  The  Emerald,  12  tons,  W.  J.  Corrigan,  Esq.,  was  entered 
but  did  not  show,  and  at  2h.  30m.  the  following  left  their  moorings,  and 
look  up  their  stations  off  H.  M.  S.  A jax :— Magnet,  cutter,  12  tons,  E.  J. 
Bolton,  Esq.;  Virago,  cutter,  lOJ  tons,  J.  A.  Lyle,  Esq.;  Ethel,  schooner, 
18  tons,  D.  Ferguson,  Esq. 

The  Magnet  and  Virago  both  had  their  topmasts  housed,  a  double  reef  in 
their  mainsails,  and  one  in  their  foresails,  but  the  Ethel  carried  her  whole 
lower  sails,  and  being  nearly  17  tons,  though  allowed  by  club  rules  to  deduct 
one-fourth  for  her  schooner  rig,  was  rather  the  favourite  in  a  vtrong  breeze. 
All  were  manned  and  steered  by  members  of  the  olub,  or  of  a  royal  yacht 
dub,  only  one  paid  band  being  allowed  in  each. 

At  three  o*clock  the  first  gun  gave  liberty  to  set  head  sails,  and  three 
minutes  after  a  second  set  them  free  from  bowfasts  and  springs.  The  Virago 
rushed  at  once  to  the  front,  and  led  out  of  the  harbour,  followed  by  Magnet 
and  Ethel  close  to  and  stopping  each  other.  Once  through  the  piers  the 
wind  was  well  afl  to  the  South  Burford  buoy,  three  miles  and  three  quarters, 
£.  by  S.  i  S.,  and  the  Virago  and  Magnet  soon  found  that  they  could  carry 
more  sail  off  the  wind,  and  at  once  shook  the  reef  out  of  their  ibresaik ;  in 
doing  which  the  Virago's  fore  halyard  parted,  and  the  sail  came  down  by  the 
nm.  It  was  soon  re-rove,  however,  and  the  sail  up  again,  but  by  this  time 
the  Ethel  had  got  by  the  Magnet,  and  was  on  her  weather  quarter,  and 
threatening  to  go  by  her  to  windward,  it  was  then  up  topmasts  and  jib- 
headed  topsails  with  the  cutters,  but  the  Ethel  got  by  both,  and  led  to  the 
buoy,  which  she  rounded  about  20  seconds  before  the  Virago,  the  Magnet 
being  about  30  seconds  astern  of  her. 

It  was  then  a  question  whether,  with  the  lumpy  sea  and  ebb  tide,  if  any 
of  them  could  weather  the  North  Burford  buoy,  distant  one  mile,  afler  which 
they  would  have  a  tough  beat  against  tide  to  the  East  Bar  (three  milea  aad 
tll^e  qoartert);  and  here  the  weatherly  qualities  of  the  Vir«go  bi||aD  to 
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■how  themBelyes.  Houaing  her  topmasts,  and  stowing  ber  crew  aoder  hatchea, 
she  began  to  eat  up  into  the  eye  of  the  wind,  and,  being  beautifully  ateered 
through  the  jabble,  which  was  considerable  for  such  small  craft,  she  soon 
put  a  great  breadth  of  water  between  herself  and  her  opponenta,  and  this 
dead  to  windward.  None  of  them,  however,  could  fetch  round,  so  the 
Virago  went  about,  and  reached  up  the  Bay  into  the  smoother  water,  while 
the  others  held  on  their  reach;  and  the  good  judgment  of  the  former  course 
was  soon  shown,  as  the  Virago  was  full  15  minutes  ahead  when  ahe  got 
round  and  stood  in  right  under  Howth,  from  whence  she  fetched  a  fine  long 
leg  up  towards  the  East  Bar,  which  she  succeeded  io  rounding  after  two 
tacks,  and  eased  her  sheets  and  away  for  the  South  Bar  full  20  minutes 
before  the  Magnet,  and  Z5  before  Ethel,  which  latter  did  not  seem  to  do 
anything  to  windward,  though  considered  a  weatherly  boat. 

From  the  South  Bar  it  was  again  a  run  to  the  pier  head,  but  the  Virago^ 
having  the  race  in  hand,  did  not  set  a  topsail,  and  passed  through  the  piers 
just  as  the  first  gun  from  the  Ajax  announced  the  arrival  of  the  Connaught, 
with  his  royal  highness  on  board,  and  she  crossed  the  harbour  abreast  of  the 
big  ship,  a  heavy  squall  catching  her  in  the  jibe  round  the  flag-ahip  at 
8h.  85m.,  and  showing  most  of  her  copper  to  her  very  keel  to  the  crowds 
on  shore.  The  Magnet  shook  one  of  her  reefs  out  on  the  run  home,  but 
did  not  improve  her  position,  and  was  twenty  minutes  astern  of  the  wiDoer, 
and  the  Ethel  as  much  more  after  her. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Thb  first  sailing  match  of  the  season,  in  connection  with  this  club,  took 
place  on  Saturday,  June  29th,  for  an  elegant  prize  cup,  value  20  guineas, 
aupplied  from  the  establishment  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Promoll,  Church-street.  The 
boats  entered  for  the  race  were :— the  Haidee,  W.  Turner,  7J  tons  ;  Snake, 
W.  Wilkinson,  7 J  tons ,  Vision,  C.  H.  Coddington,  7 J  tons ;  Barracouta, 
J.  M.  Hannay,  8^  tons;  Harrie,  A.  Whitworth,  21  tons. 

Several  of  the  yachts  were  well  known  for  their  sailing  qualities— -the 
Haidee,  a  Thames  boat,  having  never  been  beaten. 

At  the  time  fixed  for  starting,  about  two  o*ocIock,  there  was  a  strong 
breeze  blowing  from  the  north-west,  and  this  being  considered  unfiivourable, 
and  probably  dangerous,  to  the  smaller  craft,  the  owners  declined  to  allow 
them  to  compete  for  the  prize.  Only  two  out  of  the  five — the  Haidee  and 
the  Vision^were  announced  as  ready  to  start.  According  to  the  rules  of 
the  club,  three  boats  are  required  to  constitute  a  race,  and  those  conditions 
Dot  being  complied  with,  the  match  was  considered  as  postponed.  Tbe 
owners  of  the  two  yachts  previously  named  declined  to  run  for  a  specific 
prize  which  had  been  offered — their  only  object  was  to  compete  for  the  cop. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  to  prevent  a  public  disappointment,  Mr.  G. 
Harrison,  the  Vice- Commodore,  in  the  most  handsome  manner  came  forward 
uid  offered  the  cup  for  competition  to  the  two  boaU^the  Haidee  and  tbe 
Vision. 


BIBKENHEAD  HODKL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH.  S6T 

One  of  the  Woodside  steamers,  having  on  board  several  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  club,  accompanied  the  jachts  on  their  course.  Refresh- 
ments on  a  most  liberal  scale  were  supplied  by  Mr.  Morrish,  of  the  Mer* 
chants*  Dining  Rooms.  An  excellent  band,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  G. 
A.  W.  Phillips,  lent  its  enlivening  influence  during  the  trip. 

The  yachts  started  from  the  flag- boat,  south  of  Woodside  pier,  at  2h.  48m., 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  Vision  took  the  lead.  On  reaching  the  flag-boat 
off  Brombro'  Pool,  the  Vision  rounded  at  3h.  Im.  258.,  and  the  Haidee,  at 
Sh.  2m.  58.  Both  vessels  were  admirably  managed,  and  the  race  promised 
to  be  one  of  great  interest.  Unfortunately,  just  after  the  Vision  had 
rounded  the  Brombro'  station  flag  her  boom  snapped  in  two.  Efforts  were 
made  to  repair  the  damage,  but  tbey  were  unsuccessful,  and  the  Vision  was 
consequently  unsble  to  continue  the  contest.  The  Ilaidee,  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  club,  sailed  through  the  regular  course,  and  finally 
passed  the  Woodside  flsg-sbip  at  5h.  56m. 

Owing  to  the  Vision  becoming  disabled,  there  was  no  opportunity  of  test- 
ing the  relative  sailing  capabilities  of  the  two  boats,  and  the  match,  com- 
paratively speaking,  excited  little  attention. 

At  the  termination  of  the  race,  Mr.  Turner,  the  owner  of  the  Haidee,  went 
on  board  the  steamer  to  receive  the  prize,  which  was  presented  on  behalf  of 
the  sailing  committee  by  Mr.  M.  B.  Wade.  He  stated,  that  in  the  absence 
of  the  Vice- Commodore,  Mr.  Harrison,  he  had  been  deputed  to  undertake 
that  duty.  Unfortunate  circumstances  had  occurred  at  the  outset  to  pre- 
vent aeveral  of  the  boats  coming  forward,  but  he  was  happy  to  say  the  diffi- 
culty was  overcome  to  a  great  extent  by  their  able  Vice-Commodore  inti- 
mating that  the  cup  should  be  sailed  for  the  two  yachts  willing  to  compete 
for  it.  He  had  had  some  experience  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  in 
the  sailing  of  yachts,  but  he  never  saw  a  boat  better  managed  than  the 
Haidee.  He  could  have  wished  that  *the  other  boat,  the  Vision,  which  un- 
fortunately broke  her  boom,  had  been  able  to  continue  her  course,  so  that 
the  merits  of  the  two  might  have  been  put  to  the  test,  but  by  all  the  rules 
of  racing  the  owner  of  the  Haidee  was  entitled  to  the  cup.  Had  it  not  been 
for  him  the  race  could  not  have  come  off  at  all.  He  had  much  pleasure  in 
awarding  the  cup  to  Mr.  Turner. 

In  acknowledging  the  compliment,  Mr.  Turner  expressed  himself  highly 
gratified  that  he  should  have  been  successful  in  taking  the  cup,  the  more 
especially  as  it  was  the  first  race  in  which  he  had  been  engaged.  He  regretted 
the  misfortune  which  had  befallen  his  opponent,  and  should  have  been  glad 
had  be  been  able  to  continue  the  race.  In  conclusion,  he  thanked  his 
friends  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  the  presentation  had  been  made. 

The  company,  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Turner,  then  drank  success  to  the 
winning  yacht,  for  which  the  prize  cup  was  called  into  requisition.  The 
band  struck  up  the  National  Anthem,  which  terminated  the  proceedings. 
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ROYAL  NATIONAL   LIFE- BOAT   INSTITUTION. 

A  MBBTino  of  this  Institution  was  held  oo  Tuesday,  July  4th,  at  its  hooM, 
John-street,  Adelphi,  Thomas  Baring,  Esq.,  M.P  ,  F.R.S  ,  Chairman  of  the 
Society,  presiding.  There  were  also  present : — Sir  Edward  Perrott,  Bart, 
y.P.:  Alexander  Boetefeur,  Esq.;  Capt.  de  St.  Croix,  Capt.  Washiagtoa, 
ItN.,  F.R.S.  (  Admiral  Bullock,  Colonel  Palmer,  and  Capt.  Ward,  R.N., 
inspector  of  life-boats  to  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Lewis,  the  Secretary,  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting :— A 
reward  of  122.  was  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  life-boat  stationed 
at  Arklow,  on  the  Irish  coast,  for  putting  off  with  the  view  of  renderiog 
assistance  to  a  ship  which  was  seen  on  the  12th  ult.  in  distress  on  the  Arklow 
Bank,  which  is  nine  miles  off  the  land.  Before  the  life*boat»  howersr, 
reached  the  bank  the  ship  had  got  off  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage, 
Rewards  amounting  to  llL  1 7s.  were  also  voted  to  the  crews,  and  to  paj 
the  expenses  of  the  Society's  life>boats  stationed  at  Carmarthen  Bay  sod 
North  Dundrum  Bay,  for  going  off  with  the  intention  of  succouring  vesaeli 
in  distress,  ivhich,  however,  did  not  ultimately  require  the  services  of  the 
life-boats.  The  silver  medal  of  the  Instituciou  was  voted  to  Henry  Puxley, 
Esq.,  of  Donboy  Castle,  for  swimming  off  and  afterwards  saving  at  coosidsr* 
able  risk  of  life,  by  means  of  a  small  boat,  four  persons  who  had  been  capsized 
from  their  boat  during  blowing  weather  off  Berehaven,  on  the  Coast  of  Cork, 
on  the  7th  ult«  Had  it  not  been  for  the  prompt  and  daring  exertions  of  Mr. 
Puxley  on  the  occasion,  the  officer  ot  the  coastguard  stated  that  he  believed 
the  poor  men  must  have  peri«hed.  A  reward  of  22.  was  also  voted  to  two 
fishermen  for  saving  three  persons,  whose  boat  had  capsized  and  sunk  ocar 
Carrickiergus  during  a  gale  of  wind  on  the  night  of  the  5tb  ult.  The  thrae 
men  were  found  dinging  to  her  mast,  which  was  only  a  foot  above  the  water. 
lo  this  perilous  position,  with  the  sea  breaking  over  them,  they  remained  a 
considerable  time,  until  their  piercing  cries  for  help  at  last  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  sailors.  It  was  reported  at  the  meeting  that  the  Institutioo 
bad,  during  the  past  month,  sent  a  new  life- boat  and  transporting-carriagi 
to  Campbeltown,  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  and  that  Lady  Murray, 
widow  of  the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice  Murray,  had  defrayed  the  whole  ooat 
of  the  establishment,  nearly  500i.,  in  memory  of  hts  lordship.  The  iosiita* 
tion  had  also  life- boats  and  transporting-carriages  nearly  ready  to  be  sent  to 
St.  Ives,  Cornwall,  Aberystwith,  and  Llanddwyn,  in  Wales,  Scarborough, 
and  Tyoemouth.  A  new  life-boat  was  ordered  to  be  built  for  Kirkcud* 
bright,  the  expense  of  which,  together  with  a  transporting-carriage,  bad 
been  presented  by  a  benevolent  gentleman  residing  in  Mancheater.  Letd 
Selkirk  had  liberally  promised  to  build  a  house  for  them. 

The  Institution  also  decided  on  receiving  the  Guernsey  life -boat  statioi 
into  connection  with  it,  and  on  completely  renovating  the  eatablisbmeot 
A  new  life-boat  and  traaaportiog-carriage  were  also  ordered  to  be  built  to 
Jersey,  the  expense  of  which  would  be  defrayed  by  the  States  of  that  island. 
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It  was  reported  that  the  Spanish  GoTernment  had  recently  ordered  Messra . 
Forreiti  of  Limehouse,  to  build  six  powerful  life-boats  on  the  plan  of  the 
Institution,  to  be  stationed  on  dangerous  points  of  the  Spanish  coast.  For 
the  sake  of  the  cause  of  humanity,  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  all  mari- 
time countries  will  follow  this  laudible  example  of  Spain.  It  was  stated  that 
some  friends  of  the  Institution,  at  Ipswich,  were  making  arrangements  with 
the  ministers  of  all  denominations  in  that  town,  to  preach  sermons  in  their 
several  places  of  worship  on  a  given  Sunday,  in  aid  of  the  important  and 
national  objects  of  the  Life-boat  Institution.  It  was  also  reported  that  the 
late  Thomas  Fisher  Hemington,  Esq.,  of  Uplyme,  Devon,  had  left  a  legacy 
of  lOOZ.,  free  of  duty,  to  the  Lyme  Regis  branch  of  the  Institution. 

Payments,  amounting  to  600/.,  having  been  made  on  various  life-boat 
establishments,  the  proceedings  closed. 


REMARKS  UPON  A  FUNDAMENTAL  DEFECT  IN  THE 
EXECUTHTE  OFFICERSHIP  OF  THE  NAVY.« 

SECTION  II. — THB  EFFECT. 

To  FVIXT  understand  what  the  moral  effect  of  such  a  system  is  upon  the 
master,  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  that  officer  will  be  desirable.  Now, 
who  is  the  modern  naval  master,  and  what  is  his  origin  compared  with  that 
of  the  more  favoured  grade  of  executives  ?  He  is  not  the  strange,  and  half- 
savage  '*  tarpaulin,**  of  whom  Macaulay  speaks,  nor  is  he  the  *'  rough -knot " 
merchant  seaman  ^*  not  altogether  redolent  of  rosemary,*'  who  in  more  recent 
times,  gave  the  naval  master's  rank  to  the  winds  when  he  had  learnt  to  ap- 
praise it,  for,  upon  reference  to  0*Byme*s  Naval  Biography,  and  other  sources 
of  information,  I  find  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  present  masters  in  the 
navy  are  either  the  sons  or  grandsons  of  old  officers  who  fought  and  bled  in 
the  naval  service,  and  others  of  them  are  fathers  or  brothers  of  captains, 
commanders,  and  lieutenants.  The  same  authorities  show  two  ^sealous 
popular,  and  well-rewarded  admirals,  to  be  the  sons  of  common  seamen — 
that  another  served  as  a  seaman— that  a  captain,  decorated  and  holding  a 
civil  appointment,  is  the  grandson  of  a  seaman,  and  similar  cases  abonnd. 
Many  are  sons  of  dockyard  officials  who  have  had  interest  with  the  authori- 
ties, while  the  body  of  this  class,  as  of  that  of  the  masters,  has  been  recruited 
from  the  same  sections  of  the  community,  namely,  either  from  the  families 
of  the  middle  class  of  civilians,  or  of  old  officers.  If,  therefore,  we  except 
the  cadets  of  the  aristocracy  from  the  one  class,  and  a  sprinkling  of  men  of 
inferior  status,  introduced  for  electioneering  purposes  by  members  repre- 
senting naval  ports,  from  the  other,  we  are,  whatever  be  their  military  rank, 
practically  dealing  with  the  same  class  of  men  in  a  social  point  of  view. 
Now,  there  are  two  things  for  which  men  toil  early  and  late,  scorning  ease, 
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aiid  liting  1abori6dft  days—the  one  is  tn6ney,  or  rather  raoiie?*s  worth— the 
other  h  honour.  With  the  master,  however,  service  mnst  be  its  own  reward. 
In  the  prime  of  life,  and  the  full  vigour  of  his  intellect,  the  master  has 
reliched  the  maximum  of  success,  and  he  is  morally  certain,  that  no  seal 
he  may  afterwards  evince,  will  be  of  any  avail  in  procuring  him  advancement. 
The  stimulus  to  extraordinary  exertion  being  thus  wanting,  who  can  wonder 
that  the  system  exercises  a  depressing  influence — that  the  energy  which, 
with  a  fkir  deld  for  its  exercise,  would  have  been  of  inestimable  public  taloe, 
becomes  a  curse  to  its  possessor,  and  preys  upon  him.  For  to  soppose  that 
an  officer,  whose  qualifications  and  services  are  so  Superior  and  important, 
can  be  thud  systematically  degraded  and  made,  at  it  were,  ^*  the  hewer  of 
wood,  and  drawer  of  water,"  to  a  more  favoured,  but  not  more  deserving, 
grade,  without  its  being  deeply  felt,  is  simpljr-a  &llacy.  Assoredljr  it  it 
impolitic  in  the  last  degree  thus  to  check  or  depress  in  any  grade  of  our 
noble  naval  service,  the  tone  of  chivalrous  feeling — ^that  honourable  and 
refined  aensittveuess  which  is  particularly  obnoxious  to  eoldneas  and  neglect, 
and  whenever  I  notice  the  dismissal  of  a  naval  master  for  drunkenneaa,  or 
for  any  other  vice  which  betokens  a  loss  of  self-respect,  I  cannot  help  be- 
lieving that  his  fall  is,  in  part,  to  be  referred  to  that  system  of  which  he, 
unfortunately,  is  made  the  victim.  And  let  the  utilitarian  consider  what  the 
losa  of  one  such  man  is  to  the  country  after  he  has  been  fitted  by  educatioo 
and  pracrice  to  do  good  service. 

The  master  who  may  have  served  in  war  and  grown  grey  beaded  in  the 
service,  is  constantly  doomed  to  see  the  stripling  he  has,  perhaps,  taught  bis 
first  leason  in  seamanship,  or  to  work  his  first  example  in  navigation,  asaum- 
iag  his  rank  as  his  superior,  and  this  reversal  of  position  is  too  often  exer* 
cised  with  little  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  disappointed  man.  No  master, 
keenly  alive  to  the  disabilities  of  his  rank,  ever  joins  a  ship  without  conai- 
dering  himself  a  mark  for  the  petty  feelings  of  those  who,  by  accident  of 
private  influence,  are  placed  above  him,  and  yet,  many  of  the  men  thus 
exposed  without  any  practicable  means  of  redress,  are,  in  the  naval  quarter- 
ings  of  their  ancestors,  and  in  personal  bearing  and  efliciency,  immeaaarably 
superior  to  those  who  are  thus  able  to  lord  it  over  them,  furnishing  an  apt 
illustration  of  the  wise  man's  picture  **  Truly  I  have  seen  servanta  upon 
horses,  and  princes  walking  as  servants  upon  the  earth."  When  at  times  the 
relative  position  of  the  master  is  less  open  to  objection  in  this  respect,  (and 
it  is  readily  admitted  that  this  is  sometimes  the  case),  it  simp^  arises  from 
the  character  of  those  be  associates  with,  being  superior  to  the  drawbacks  to 
which  the  service  has  condemned  him.  Can  we,  while  regarding  such  a 
lystem,  feel  surprised  that  the  masters  are  gradually  losing  that  spirit  of 
energy  and  perseverance  which  at  one  time  distingni^bed  them,  and  that  tbcfy 
are  dissatisfied  to  a  man  f  Can  we  fail  to  sympathise  with  the  feelings  of  the 
old  officer,  who,  when  touching  upon  Sir  Joseph  Yorke's  practical  comment* 
ary  upon  the  order  of  1803,  remarked  in  the  anguish  of  bis  spirit  ^'bere  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  has  all  along  been  determined  to  chain  us  to  the  stake 
that  was  driven  for  us  in  1803,**  or  wonder  at  the  declaration  of  the  worthy 
and  gallant  author  of  the  **  Battles  of  the  British  Navy,**  who  served  for  nioe 
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jesra  M  » i»idahipiwiii  #f  tbe  ia««t«r»'  gm4f«  th«t  **  h^  cou)4  ju4fc  of  Ibe 
ftcliogs  of  «th«r8  bjr  bi*  owp,  wluch  be  perfoctlj  r^Hnemb^TB  ^  Ji^v«  bfof 
ihofle  of  iodiffiefeiKse  or  defpaiir.'* 

fll^iBie  of  the  ioconilfteiieiee  cooneoted  witb  (be  rao)^  lire  •Jap  worthy  of 
note,  for  it  baa  been  observed  *'  tbat  the  rank  of  master  is  an  anomaly  in 
tb«  eervice,  and  it  ie  m  eetAl^iih»d  rule  of  good  policy  tbat  ^11  enoipi^ies 
should  be  got  rid  of/'  As  one  iostai«ee«  we  o6eo  find  tbat  the  m^t^r  ^^i 
eccoad  meeter  (the  nect  in  rani:  of  bis  own  claad)  are  ope  day  placed  ap  tbe 
judges  of  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  an  officer  for  the  performa^oe  of  th? 
duties  of  a  seaasan  and  a  navigator,  and  on  the  folio  wiog  are  coqanouuided  by 
the  very  oftcer  whom  they  had  tbus  examined.  0oe  more  ezaipple ; — Som§ 
yeare  ago,  three  lads  of  the  same  stock,  two  of  them  being  brq^ers^  ^od  the 
third  A  reUtj?e  of  theirs,  entered  the  navy  io  U^  la^tster's  line.  A^ef 
beeomiog  acqueinud  with  their  exact  poiiition,  two  of  them,  one  while  in  jthe 
service,  and  the  other  afier  quitting  it  fiK  tbe  mer/chMA  service  a^d  than  re- 
eotonsg,  managed  to  obtain  the  rating  of  midshipinen.  All  three  alterwar^ 
mmoM\f  and  honourably  strove  to  de  their  he^t,  and  they  performed  go94 
•enriee,  but  wiib  what  different  results ; — the  ^wo  who  leA  the  mae^er's  lii^ 
aiw  capteins,  while  the  on«s  who  remained  is  s  ipaeter,  and  so  he  mnst  coi^« 
Cinuo,  Utterly  reflecting  wpon  his  waiH  of  foremght  in  ppt  having  foillowe4 
the  eaample  of  his  icompanione* 

I  have  thus  answered  the  qnery — '*  How  it  work^  f  *'*— the  teet  i^ppUeA  by 
EagUebnen  to  decide  upon  the  naierice  of  ev^ery  echeme.  Truth  ie  said  to  ^ 
the  first  requisite  in  a  companion,  and  it  is  truly  so  in  tbe  case  of  a  wri|ter« 
on  aecount  of  the  wider  sphere  of  his  influence :  every  atSjteirwnit  in  the  fore- 
going remapfcs  respecting  the  master's  position,  wuty  mmedi^ffiff  be  #i^<a#- 
tuded^  and  I  conscientiously  believe  there  is  no  candid  offioer  thoroughly 
•oquMBted  with  the  naval  service,  who  will  not  admit  the  accuracy  of  the 
pictfif«  I  have  drawn,  or  whose  memory  will  not  readily  egf^ply  him  wJUi 
abundaot  iUustrations  of  its  tmthfiiinese. 

I  trust  I  have  shown  that  the  retention  of  :the  rank  of  master  mfter  tlve 
navy  had  passed  the  period  of  its  infancy,  ajad  when  time  and  eirciunstances 
have  rendered  it  no  longer  necessary,  is  inimical  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
service,  inasmuch  as  its  direct  efiect  is  to  lead  all  the  junior  officers,  who 
in  turn  are  to  be  our  captains  and  admirals,  to  neglect  the  practice  of  the 
theoretical  knowledge  they  have  acquired — practice  which  can  alone  ensure 
that  effidency  upon  which  the  safety  of  their  country  mainly  depends— 
beside  being  morally  pernicious  to  the  whole  body  of  executive  officers— to 
theee  wbo  are  not  immediately  exposed  to,  as  well  as  to  those  who  suffer 
from  the  injustice  I  have  described. 

in  a  concluding  section  I  will  submit  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only 
pioper  and  efficient  remedy* 

SECTION   III. — TUB   BEME9Y. 

RaFOBM,  to  he  useful,  must  be  neither  more  nor  less  thsn  the  occasion 
requires,  if  it  he  intended  for  tbe  more  hariponious  woi:ki^g  of  tbingfi  other- 
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wise  good  in  themselves,  a  partial  reform  may  be  all  that  is  neeessary,  bat  if 
it  be  desirable  to  get  rid  of  that  which,  m  its  wry  nature,  is  radically  eTil, 
then  any  reform  which  stops  short  of  its  removal,  is  a  mere  *'  shifting  of  the 
cards,"  and  may  have  the  effect  of  adding  to  the  evil  intended  to  be  dealt 
with. 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  and  I  doabt  not  that  others  who  have  made 
themselves  conversant  with  the  subject  will  agree  with  me,  that  nothing  lett 
than  the  entire  and  immediate  abolition  of  the  rank  of  master  will  prove  so 
effectual  remedy  for  the  evils  I  have  pointed  out  as  accruing  from  its  exist* 
ence.  Delay  in  re-organising  the  executive  class  would  t>e  productive  of  no 
advantage,  and  it  is  manifestly  to  the  public  interest  to  prevent  the  loss  of  a 
day  in  upsetting  the  present  system,  which  is  roUen  to  the  eore^  and  ensuriug 
the  efficiency  of  that  arm  of  defence,  on  which  we  may  have  to  depend  at  a 
moments  notice.  In  carrying  out  this  organic  change  for  the  benefit  of  the 
service,  care  must,  however,  be  exercised  to  reconcile  the  claims  of  the 
masters  with  what  has  hitherto  been  a  sort  of  prescriptive  privilege  of  the 
other  section  of  the  executive ;  also,  that  while  we  remove  the  evils  of  the 
present  system,  we  carefully  retain  the  good.  Thus,  as  an  essential  resolt 
of  the  change,  whoever  is  charged  with  the  navigation  of  our  (hips,  most, 
with  undiminished  responsibility  attaching  to  him,  possess  those  habits  of 
carefulness,  and  that  trained  experience,  which  are  qualities  more  chiefly 
confined  to  the  master,  but  which  should  be  common  to  all,  so  as  to  insure 
in  every  vessel  officers  qualified  to  take  immediate  charge  of  the  navigation 
and  pilotage. 

It  would  be  a  hopeless  task  to  endeavour  to  sketch  out  a  plan  which  would 
be  equally  acceptable  to  all  parties  concerned,  but  still  I  believe  it  practi- 
cable to  devise  a  scheme  for  the  general  good,  that  should  not  press  unduly 
upon  individuals.  What  I  propose,  therefore,  is  to  merge  the  masten 
in  the  other  executive  lists,  upon  the  principle  of  their  making  a  present 
sacrifice,  as  regards  sea  time,  for  the  prospective  advantage  they  would  enjoy 
in  their  having  the  door  of  promotion  thus  thrown  open  to  them. 

Upon  referring  to  the  Navy  List  of  February,  1856,  as  the  only  one  at 
hand  that  will  serve  my  purpose,  as  it  gives  the  dates  of  the  respective  com* 
missions  of  each  officer,  I  find  the  average  rate  of  promotion  of  the  893  cap- 
tains then  on  the  effective  list,  to  be  represented  by  a  period  of  rather  lest 
than  nine  years  between  the  date  of  lieutenants'  and  commanders'  com- 
missions, and  of  seventeen  years  between  the  former  date  and  of  obtaining 
post  rank — periods  embracing  full  and  half-pay,  or  active  and  inactive  ser- 
vice indiscriminately.  With  this  as  a  guiile,  I  would  transfer  masters  with 
proportionate  amounts  oi  actual  sea  eervice  to  the  captains*  and  commanders' 
lists,  and  the  remainder  to  the  lieutenants'  list  (the  officers  with  whom 
masters  now  rank),  but  the  masters  taking  their  places  on  the  lieutenants' 
list  according  to  the  daces  of  their  commissions.  In  the  same  way,  second 
masters  would  become  mates,  and  master's  assistants  midshipmen,  taking 
their  relative  places  in  the  order  of  their  respective  terms  of  serrice.  The 
IbU  and  half-pay  of  the  p^sent  occupants  of  the  lieutenants*  list  should  be 
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increased  to  a  certain  extent,  as  thejr  would  be  placed  at  a  partial  ditadran- 
tage  by  an  increase  to  their  number. 

The  transfer  being  thus  effected,  there  should  afterwards  be  a  navigation 
officer  in  every  vessel,  on  the  same  principle  that  there  is  now  a  gunner> 
lieutenant,  and  the  following  rule  should  be  carried  out  without  the  slightest 
infringement.  Every  executive  officer  should  be  obliged  to  serve  one  year 
as  navigating  mate — two  years  as  navigating  lieutenant,  and  one  year  as 
navigating  commander.  We  should  thus  insure  every  officer  before  arriving 
at  the  rank  of  captain,  having  four  years*  actual  practical  experience  of  the 
important  duties  now  performed  by  masters.  The  masters  who  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  several  lists  would,  of  course,  still  conduct  the  navigation*  of 
the  vessels  they  were  appointed  to,  and  by  the  time  they  died  off,  another 
class  of  officers  would  have  arisen,  fully  equal  to  the  performance  of  their 
duties. 

The  foregoing  suggestions  are  merely  offered  as  a  rough  draught  firom 
which  to  elaborate  a  complete  scheme,  for  it  forms  no  part  of  my  plan  to  fill 
io  rigid  details,  but  to  submit  principles,  and  such  a  change  would  evidently 
require  the  most  careful  consideration  to  reconcile  all  interests,  and  to  hit 
npoQ  that  just  mean  which  would  be  generally  accepted  as  a  compromise 
between  extreme  rights.  Thus,  for  example,  the  introduction  of  masters  to 
the  commanders'  list  would  apparently  add  to  the  drawbacks  which  this  class 
had  too  much  reason  to  complain  of,  but  then,  the  employment  of  two  com« 
manders  in  ships  of  the  higher  class,  and  of  one  of  those  officers  in  all  our 
ships  commanded  by  a  captain,  would  nearly  double  the  chances  of  employ- 
ment that  they  have  at  present — in  the  same  way,  the  introduction  of 
masters  to  the  lieutenants'  list  may,  at  first  sight,  be  considered  a  detriment 
to  those  officers,  but  then,  the  accession,  at  the  most,  would  bear  but  a  small 
proportion  to  the  number  of  lieutenants,  and  the  masters*  list  being  abo« 
lished,  would  insure  more  employment  for  the  former  officers.  Besides,  the 
pay  of  a  lieutenant  can  never  be  materially  increased  while  there  are  masters 
in  the  service,  for  as  promotion  to  the  higher  grades  is  attainable  by  the 
former  officer  and  not  by  the  latter,  and  as  it  would  be  unreasonable  for 
lieutenants  to  expect  both  honour  and  money  too,  there  must,  in  common 
justice,  always  be  a  considerable  difference  of  income  in  favour  of  the 
master. 

I  am  aware,  that  apparently  despairing  of  an  efficient  remedy  being  applied 
it  has  been  proposed  by  the  masters  themselves  to  retain  a  distinct  grade 
chargeable  with  the  navigation,  but  rising  in  the  scale  of  promotion,  and 
graduating  in  rank  with  the  other  officers  ;  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that 
such  a  sliding-scale  system  would  not  work  in  practice,  and  that  all  the  evils 
which  now  exist  would  still  be  perpetuated,  but  only  under  another  form. 

By  some  such  simple  plan  as  that  sketched  out,  a  practical  acquaintance 
with  the  masters'  duty  would  be  extended  throughout  the  whole  executive 
grade^we  should  obtain  an  ample  supply  of  first-rate  navigators  and  self* 
reliant  seamen,  as  every  officer  would  then  learn  to  depend  upon  his  own 
judgment  and  experience  instead  of  upon  those  of  the  master,  and  thus 
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wonld  every  eeptaia  hA?e  the  gntnotee,  oot  onlj  of  bis  own  iniveMed  efi- 
cieocj,  bat  tbat  if  sickness  or  accideoi  deprived  bim  At  eoy  time  of  ths 
eervicet  of  bis  oavigatiiig  Ueateoapt,  or  comroaoder,  as  tbe  ease  migbt  be, 
he  could  immediately  supply  his  place,  without  detriment  to  the  safety  of 
the  vessel,  or  to  tbe  requirements  of  the  aervioe. 

To  say  that  mates  aud  lieuteoents  cannot  immediately  qualify  themselves 
for  the  performance  of  the  master's  duty  is  au  insult,  and  one  which  they  ill 
deaerre,  (or  among  them  are  to  be  fi>und«  in  laiige  proportion,  men  equal  to 
their  predecessors  in  every  respect  save  one  only — that  practical  qualificstioD 
which,  after  all,  was  the  main  secret  of  our  success  in  former  dsys.  If 
second  masters  and  master's  assistants,  though  now  principally  confined 
between  decks,  qualify  themselves  to  take  charge  as  masters,  mates  snd 
lieutenants  might  surely  do  the  same.  One  set  of  men,  practically  speaking, 
is  as  good  as  another,  and  there  is  nothing  special  in  the  master's  acquire* 
OMnts  which  opportunity  and  practice  will  not  account  for  and  explain.  Do 
away  with  the  obstructive  grade,  and  I  feel  satisfied  there  would  quickly  be 
f»und  A  sufiident  number  of  officers  duly  qualified  for  tbe  performance  of  ths 
duties  in  question,  and  as  time  went  on,  professional  knowledge  would  bs 
extended,  and  the  navy  would  be  regenerated  and  restored  to  that  degree  of 
•xoellence  which  existed  in  tbe  days  of  its  greatest  splendour. 

To  any  one  who  doubts  that  such  an  effect  would  be  produced,  I  woidd 
point  to  resalis  already  worked  out,  and  which  are  patent  to  us  ail^    I  think 
I  «m  correct  in  stating  that,  England  is  the  only  country  which  now  employi 
a  master  in  its  naval  ser?ice.    In  tbe  French  and  other  naviee,  eome  of 
which,  as  the  American  and  Russian,  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  origi- 
BaHy  modelled  upon  our  own,  there  is  no  such  officef*,  and  the  duty,  which 
with  us  devolves  upon  the  matiter,  is  either  discharged  by  the  captain,  by  • 
Keulenant,  or  by  the  senior  passed  midshipman.     In  the  French  navy,  fer 
inetaooe,  the  navigation  is  conducted  by  tbe  captain  ;  in  tbe  Amcc'ieaa  scr- 
viee,  by  the  senior  passed  midshipman;  while  it  is  customary  ^ihe  csptsia 
in  the  Dutch  navy,  of  his  own  authority,  to  apportioo  lieutenaota  for  tbe 
performaaoe  of  certain  duties,  of  which  navigation  is  one.    Tbe  way  tbe 
system  worka,  is  shown  in  one  instance  by  a  circumstance  which  ocourmd 
hat  the  other  day^-^-A  French  vessel  nf  war  was  taken  by  tbe  officcf  in  cpm- 
maud  into  Yarmouth  harbour,  notwithstanding  it  is  anything  but  an  easy 
place  to  get  into,  and  it  then  transpired  that  the  French  officers  are  expected 
to  do  the  duty  of  pilots  upon  the  English  coast.     The  editor  of  the  local  • 
paper,  in  alluding  to  tbe  drcumstaoce,  said  it  was  a  feat  which  would 
aoatcely  be  attempted  by  an  English  vessel.    Let  mh^  waraed  w  1m$^  lest, 
while  hngging  old  systems,  depending  upon  our  prestige,  and  neglecting  tbe 
experience  which  others  are  turning  to  account,  we  may  one  day  find  thst 
sceptre  of  the  seas,  which  has  hitherto  been  our  pride  and  bosai,  slipping  lor 
ever  from  our  grasp.    Tbe  want  of  seamanship,  lor  instance,  displayed  by 
tbe  lieutenants  of  the  watches  in  tbe  collisions,  a  year  ago,  among  the  vessels 
of  tbe  channel  squadron,  ought  to  be  instructive,  afbrding.  as  it  does,  a  pnc- 
tieal  commentary  npon  what  I  have  advanced. 
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It  18  oeces«ry  h«re  to  guard  the  public  against  misapprebensioD.  A  great 
deal  is  said  just  now  of  all  that  is  being  done  in  preparing  naval  cadets  to 
become  our  future  Nelsons.  We  bear,  for  example,  that  in  addition  to  the 
liberal  elementary  education  they  are  to  acquire  io  the  scholastic  ship  at 
Portsmouth,  embracing,  amongst  other  subjects,  a  knowledge  of  navigation, 
of  charts,  and  of  nautical  surveying,  they  are  to  cruise  in  a  sea-going  vessel 
io  the  channel  for  three  months,  for  practical  instruction  in  seamaDship  and 
navigation,  a  process  which,  it  is  supposed,  will  ground  them  in  the  essen- 
tials of  their  profession.  But  what  does  all  this  amount  to  ? — what  will  it 
avail  though  the  youngsters  be  stuffed,  and  made,  as  it  were,  **  admirable 
Crichton*s*'  in  theory,  if  the  eustam  of  the  Mervice  prevents  their  afterwards 
bringing  this  knowledge  into  practice  ?  If  there  were  no  masters  in  the 
navy,  such  a  course  of  training  would  be  exceedingly  valuable,  but  as  matters 
at  present  stand,  it  is  putting  the  country  to  expense  for  no  advantage 
whatever,  and  it  leaves  untouched  the  evils  which  have  been  passed  under 
review. 

(^To  be  canHnued.) 


MATCH  BETWEEN  ALARM  AND  CAMILLA. 

At  the  late  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Schooner  Match  a  challenge  was 
given  and  accepted  for  a  race  between  these  crack  vessels  for  jCIOO,  to  be 
decided  at  the  Isle  of  Wight  during  the  month  of  July ;  and  it  was  since 
arranged  that  Tuesday,  the  SOth,  should  be  the  day,  and  the  course — ^from 
Cowes  Roads,  to  the  eastward,  round  the  Warner,  thence  returning  down 
the  Solent,  passing  to  the  northward  of  the  Calshot  Light- vessel  and  Buoys 
of  the  Brambles,  thence  round  a  mark  vessel  below  Egypt,  and  back  to 
Cowes.  This  would  have  been  an  excellent  course  had  the  wind  been 
to  the  northward  and  westward,  as  it  would  faaiw  given  each  yacht  an 
opportunity  of  displaying  her  qualities  in  each  tack.  We  had  made  pre- 
paration to  report  the  result  in  this  Number,  but  up  to  a  late  hour  on 
Saturday  all  the  informntion  respecting  the  *^  event"  that  we  could  glean 
was,  that  the  match  had  been  postponed  until  the  R.Y.S.  Regatta  week,  and 
some  disappointment  was  evinced.  1  he  Alarm  was  then  at  Southampton, 
and  the  America  (for  as  such  she  is  better  known  to  us)  was  at  Portsmouth, 
having  been  cruising  about  the  Solent  to  '*  stretch  her  new  canvas,''  she 
having  had  a  new  suit  of  sails  by  Lapthcrne.  Among  the  many  other 
rumours  afloat  was,  that  the  crew  of  the  America  had  struck  work,  and  left 
the  yacht  on  Sunday,  owing  to  some  disagreement,  and  refusal  to  work  on 
Sunday ;  and  another  report  was,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  membem  that 
the  match  should  be  deferred.  However,  on  Monday  forenoon  the  yachts 
returned  to  Cowes  Roads.  During  the  afternoon  we  ascertained  from 
"  head  quarters "  that  the  match  was  postponed  until  Monday  nest,  August 
the  5tb,  by  mutual  consent.  We  are,  therefore,  prevented  from  furnishing 
our  yachting  firiends  with  any  particuhirs  of  what  will  no  doubt  prove  an 
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interestiog  race.  Whatever  may  be  the  renilt^our  readera  must  bear  io  mind 
that  the  Camilla  of  1861  is  not  the  Ame^a  of  1851.  There  is  not  that 
slippery  and  piratical  appearance  about  the  craft  which  struck  every  one, 
and  almost  semi-paralysed  the  lookera  on  at  her  first  arrival ;  probably  the 
eye  has  become  somewhat  accustomed  to  the  many  transitions  between  the 
old  and  new  schools  which  have  since  been  introduced  to  the  yachting  fleet, 
which  may  account  for  the  difference  in  appearance. 


RANELAGH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Thb  entries  for  the  first  below-bridge  match  of  this  club  closed  at  the  club- 
house, Swan  Tavern,  Battersea  Bridge,  on  Wednesday  evening  (July  24th)| 
and  were  as  follows  -. 

Spray,  6  tons,  6.  Haines,  Esq. ;  Little  Vixen,  6  tons,  J.  Gardner,  Esq.; 
Jessica,  9  tons,  L  Pick,  Esq.,  Rear-Com.;  Giraffe,  6  tons.  D.  G.  Hatcher, 
Esq.;  Rover,  7  tons,  W.  W.  Limbert,  Esq.;  May  Fly,  4  tons,  W.  Roe,  Esq.; 
Atalanta,  4  tons,  F.  Talfourd,  Esq.,  Commodore. 

The  course  will  be  from  North  Woolwich  to  Rosherville  and  back  to 
Erith,  and  the  prizes,  two  massive  Silver  Cups,  the  gift  of  William  Bogget, 
Esq.,  Commodore.  The  steamer  Fairy,  with  a  military  band  on  board,  will 
accompany' the  match,  leaving  the  Hungerford  Pier  at  lOh.  30m.  a.m  ,  and 
calling  at  the  Swan  Pier,  London  Bridge  at  lOh.  65. 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHEa 

Aug.   1. — Torquay  Regatta. 
1,  2.— Goole  Uegatta. 

2.— Well-nezt-the-Sea  Regatta. 

6. — Koyal  Squadron  Ke^ratta.— Prince  Consort's  Cup. 

6. — Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 

6. — Great  Yarmouth  I^egatta. 

e.^Lyme  Regis  He^atta. 

6. — Koyal  Southern  Regatta. 

6. — Royal  Yacht  Squadron— commences. 

8.— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  Match  at  Oulton. 
12. — Hastings  Regatta. 

IS. — Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta  commences  at  Ryde. 
15,  16. — Swansea  Regatta. 
19. — Teignmouth  Regatta. 
19. — Weymouth  Royal  Regatta. 
20,21.— Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  and  Port  of  Plymouth  Royal  Regatta. 
22.— Paignton  Regatta, 
22.^Royal  Boston  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
27. — Dover  and  Cinque  Ports  Regatta. 
26.— Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU  eammtmieaiiani  to  be  addressed  to  ike  Editor  6»  New  Chttreh  St.,  N.  W, 

London^Huat  9t  Oo.,  Printen  6,  Ntw  Cbaroh  atreet,  Bdgwart  Koad,  N.W. 
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ALARM  AND  AMERICA. 

A  MATCH  between  these  celebrated  yachts  has  for  a  loDg  time  been 
looked  forward  to  with  considerable  interest.  The  event  of  Monday. 
August  5th.  created  almost  as  much  excitement  as  was  manifested 
in  1851  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  America  in  our  waters. 

From  that  period  a  thorough  remodelling  of  the  old  school  has 
taken  place.  Up  to  that  year  the  Alarm  built  upon  the  lines  of  her 
owner  (Joseph  Weld  Esq.,)  was  the  fastest  cutter  yacht  afloat,  and, 
owing  to  the  success  of  the  America,  Mr.  Weld  was  induced  to 
lengthen  his  cutter  and  convert  her  into  a  schooner.  Ever  since  her 
alteration  in  1852  she  has  maintained  her  reputation  against  almost 
everything  she  has  contended  with. 

This  match  was  originally  fixed  to  take  place  on  the  30th  of  July, 
but  owing  to  the  Goodwood  races  occurring  that  week  it  was  post- 
poned to  the  5th  of  August,  the  day  previous  to  the  Squadron's 
B^atta.  The  day  at  length  arrived,  and  the  number  of  spectators 
who  flocked  to  witness  the  start,  as  well  as  the  84  vessels  of  every 
description — ^from  the  Royal  Yacht  with  her  illustrious  freight  down 
to  the  humble  pilot  boat  which  accompanied  the  match,  was  sufiicient 
testimony  of  the  interest  and  excitement  which  prevailed. 
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Our  correspondeDt  availed  himself  of  the  kind  invitation  of  G.  R. 
Stephenson,  Esq.,  B.Y.S.,  and  took  passage  on  board  the  steam 
packet  Medina  (Captain  Torke)  which  he  had  specially  hired  for  his 
family  and  friends  to  follow  the  yachts  round  the  course. 

The  following  course  was  adopted: — ^The  yachts  to  start  from  off 
the  R.Y.S.  castle,  thence  proceed  round  the  Warner  Light  Vessel, 
thence  to  the  northwaitl  of  the  Calshot  Light  Vessel,  passing  to  the 
northward  of  the  Brambles,  outside  all  the  buoys  of  the  Brambles, 
thence  round  a  Mark  vessel  moored  oflf  Egypt,  thence  to  pass  between 
the  Station  vessel  and  the  Castle,  twice  round.  N.  B. — ^All  the 
buoys  and  mark  vessels  to  be  left  on  the  port  hand  if  the  yachts 
start  to  the  eastward,  and  on  the  starboard  hand  if  the  start  be  to  the 
westward.     To  go  outside  the  Noman  Buoy. 

At  early  dawn  there  was  a  light  breeze  from  the  southward,  which 
asL  the  hour  approached  for  the  start,  got  round  to  the  southward  and 
westward,  and  continued  steady  throughout.  The  two  yachts  took  up 
their  buoys  at  an  early  hour,  the  Alarm  to  the  northward  and  the 
America  near  to  the  Castle.  There  they  remained  for  some  time 
by  themselves,  like  two  suspicious-looking  craft,  ready  for  any  daring 
exploit. 

At  I  Oh.  55m.  the  signal  was  hoisted  at  the  Club  semaphore,  and 
the  preparatory  gun,  five  minutes  before  the  start,  was  fired.  The 
yachts*  crews,  with  their  loosened  sails,  were  in  motion,  the  halyards 
were  immediately  manned,  and  everything  hauled  taut.  At  Ilh. 
the  start  was  effected.  America  had  her  mainsail  up  in  a  crack,  and 
was  the  smartest  underway.  Feeling  the  efiect  of  a  balloon  jib,  she 
was  the  first  to  draw  out.  In  a  few  moments  her  sails  were  set, 
and  she  ran  through  the  Roads  under  foresail,  mainsail,  balloon  jib, 
and  a  small  main-topmast  staysail.  The  huge  canvas  of  the  Alann 
required  more  time,  but  she  was  soon  close  upon  her  port  quarter. 
Both  yachts  had  their  staysails  down.  In  this  manner  they  passed 
through  the  Roads. 

At  Ilh.  1 3m  they  were  ofiFOld  Castle  Point,  here  the  Fairy, 
with  the  royal  standard  at  the  main,  was  observed  steaming  out  of 
Osborne  Bay,  and  took  up  a  position  so  that  the  yachts  could  pass 
on  either  side  of  her.  The  America  was  here  leading  by  only  a  lengthi 
and  in  this  manner  they  continued  across  the  bay  for  about  a  mile. 
Off  King's  Quay  the  America  shewed  symptoms  of  greater  speed, 
and  increased  her  distance  by  a  good  cable's  length — by  some  judged 
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to  be  half  a  mile.     There  was  now  a  splendid  breeze  with  smooth 
water,  and  the  America  slipped  through  it  without  a  ripple.- 

At  llh.  40m.  they  were  nearing  the  Quarantine  Ground^  when 
the  .^larm  luffed  up  with  the  intention  of  parsing  between  tlie  America 
and  the  share,  and  becoming  the  windward  vessel.  This  seems  to  have 
been  quite  unheeded  by  those  in  charge  of  the  America^  and  the  Alarm 
passed  the  America  on  her  starboard  quarter,  and  her  sails  fm-  a  mi^ 
ntUe  or  so  were  consequently  becalmed.  SJwrtly  tlie  Alarm  drew  in 
advance  of  her  by  about  a  length,*  On  passing  Ryde  Pier  the  Alarm 
led  by  30s.;  the  time  being  Alarm,  llh.  50m.  5s.;  America  llh. 
50ra.  35s.  Between  Ryde  and  the  Sandhead  the  wind  dropped  a 
little,  and  the  canvas  of  both  yachts  dropped  also.  Both  now  hauled 
their  fore-staysails  down;  again  they  caught  the  breeze,  and  at  12h. 
5m.  the  Alarm  set  her  staysail,  and  shifted  her  jib  for  a  smaller  one, 
and  prepared  to  round  the  Neman. 

On  passing  the  Neman  Buoy  we  timed  them  as  under: — 

h.    ni.    s.   I  h.    m.    s. 

Alarm 12     14     15  |  America 12     15    45 

The  former  having  gained  on  the  latter  another  minute  in  their  run 
from  the  pier.  Tiic  breeze  again  freshened  as  they  approached  the 
Warner  Light  Vessel,  and  the  Yankee  dowsed  her  gaff-topsail ;  the 
Alarm  struck  her  fore  gaff-topsail,  and  prepared  to  round  the  limit 
of  her  course  to  the  eastward,  whereas  the  America  continued  on 
with  her  balloon  sails,  which  were  frequently  lifting.  They  tacked 
round  the  Light  Vessel  as  follows: — 

h.    m.    8.  j  1).    m.    s. 

Alarm.. 12    14    15    America 12    25    50 


shewing  a  steady  gain  of  2m.  20s.  from  the  Motherbank,  where  the 
superior  judgment  of  John  NichoUs  was  manifested.  They  now  jibed 
over  and  laid  their  course  on  their  return  to  the  westward,  the  wind 
steady  at  W.S.W.,  fresh  breeze.  At  12h.  33m.  the  America  took 
in  her  balloon-jib,  to  effect  which  they  had  to  luff  her  up — why  that 
operation  was  not  done  before  rounding  the  Warner  was  a  surprise 
to  every  one  on  board  the  steam  packet.  While  this  was  going  on 
the  Alarm  was  walking  away  at  a  splendid  rate,  steadily  increasing 
her  distance. 

At  12h.  37m  the  America  prepared  to  shift  her  balloon  topsail, 
and  in  attempting  to  haul  the  sail  down  it  got  adrift,  halyards  and 

*  The  lines  in  italics  form  the  ground  work  of  our  illustration.— £u. 
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sheet  let  go,  and  the  sail  hung  suspended  at  the  gaff-end,  the  jib 
shaking  all  the  while.  At  length  in  the  attempt  to  haul  the  gaff- 
topssdl  down,  it  got  adrift  and  bellied  out  as  a  back  sail  suspended 
in  mid-air  by  the  out-hauler  and  halyards ;  at  length  it  appeared 
that  those  on  board  endeavoured  to  abandon  the  ssul  altogether,  and 
the  tack  was  let  go,  but  some  how  or  other,  the  end  got  jammed  in 
the  sheave,  and  it  was  not  until  after  a  lapse  of  eleven  minutes  that 
it  was  cut  or  let  go  altogether.  Before  the  America  appeared  to 
have  recovered  herself  the  Alarm  was  reaching  away  through  Spit- 
head.  At  12h.  50m.  she  was  off  Stokes  Bay ;  at  1h.  p.m.  she  tacked 
towards  the  island,  and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards  housed  her  fore- 
topmast  and  worked  to  windward,  in  order  to  round  the  Calshot  Light 
Vessel. 

All  doubt  about  the  result  was  now  at  an  end.  The  America  at 
12h.  50m.  after  losing  her  gaff-topsail,  took  in  her  main-staysail  and 
struck  her  topmast ;  she  was  now  a  long  way  astern,  and  the  breach 
might  be  counted  by  miles.  At  Ih.  30m.  the  Alarm  tacked  in  the 
fairway,  carrying  with  her  the  strength  of  the  ebb  in  working  to  the 
northward  and  westward  to  round  the  Calshot  vessel,  which  was 
effected  at  Ih.  36m.  55s.  by  the  Alarm,  and  at  Ih.  52m,  50s.  by 
America. 

It  wajs  now  thought  by  all  on  board  that  the  America  was  recover- 
ing herself,  having  dispensed  with  her  English  jib,  and  was  working 
down  under  her  three  sails  with  topmast  housed.  The  flood  had 
made,  which  was  against  them  while  working  to  the  westward :  at 
length  they  rounded  the  flag -boat  off  Lepe  thus : — 

h.    m.    8.   I  h.    m.    b. 

Alarm 2     15    35  |  America 2    33    35 

From  hence  they  bore  away,  and  passed  Cowes  Castle,  completing 
the  first  round  of  the  course  as  under:— 

h.    m.    8.   I                                              h.    m.    a. 
Alarm 2    30    20  |  America 2    48    40 

When  the  Alarm  completed  the  first  round,  the  America  had  not 
reached  the  western  mark  boat. 

The  second  round  of  the  course  was  proceeded  with  under  similar 
circumstances,  and  as  the  match  was  virtually  at  an  end  it  caused 
scarcely  any  further  interest,  and  eventually  they  completed  their 
course  by  arrival  at  the  goal  as  follows: — 

h.    m.    8.  I                                              h.    m.    s. 
Alarm 5    54      5    America* 6    31     to 
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Alarm  being  the  winner  by  37m.  6s.;  she  was  beautifully  handled 
throughout,  and  great  praise  is  due  to  her  skipper  for  the  tactics  he 
displayed.  We  cannot  say  as  much  of  the  America,  and  we  cannot 
look  upon  this  race  as  any  criterion  of  her  powers. 

Mr.  Weld  and  his  captain,  John  Nicholls,  have  now  achieved  a 
triumph  which  they  have  long  desired — some  years  back  before  the 
America  was  altered  by  English  hands  the  Alarm  could  have  been 
backed  for  1000  sovereigns  against  her — (this  the  Editor  H.Y.M. 
knows  for  a  certainty.)  Since  the  America  first  came  over  in  1851, 
she  has  been  shelfed,  and  when  we  saw  her  in  Northfieet  dockyard 
with  only  a  portion  of  her  copper  removed  we  never  expected  to  see 
her  again  afloat,  she  was  rotten  to  the  core.  Mr.  Pitcher  having 
become  her  proprietor,  steps  were  taken  to  rebuild  her  with  sound 
timber,  and  we  hardly  think  there  is  much  of  the  original  wood  in 
her  present  composition ;  but,  however  the  form  was  preserved,  sad 
innovation  has  been  made  in  her  spars  and  sails, — her  foremast  was 
shortened  six  feet,  mainmast  five,  her  topmast  and  main-gafi*  length- 
ened, her  sails  made  of  hemp  instead  of  cotton  ;  whilst  the  principle 
of  lacing  the  sails  along  the  boom  has  been  superseded  by  balloon 
sails — in  addition  to  which  the  handling  of  her  was  far  inferior  to  the 
conqueror,  which  might  be  expected  from  a  crew  principally,  it  is 
stated  composed  of  men  who  joined  her  for  this  occasion ;  and  conse- 
quently were  unable  to  get  her  into  that  trim  which  was  required  for 
this  great  match. 

In  1851  the  Alarm  was  a  cutter,  she  has  been  altered  by  her 
veteran  owner,  with  great  ability,  no  doubt  with  an  expectation  of 
some  day  being  matched  against  the  world-renowned  Yankee. 

The  glory  of  this  victory  has  been  shorn  of  much  of  its  triumph 
by  the  above  facts, — we  regret  they  were  not  pitted  against  each 
other  before  the  America  had  been  re-built.  However,  the  masterly 
manner  in  which  the  celebrated  John  Nicholls  brought  his  pet  to 
the  goal  of  his  ambition  will  be  a  matter  of  nautical  history  for  future 
generations  to  talk  of. 

In  our  Illustration  our  Artist  friend,  Mr.  Fowles  of  Ryde,  has 
taken  them  when  passing  the  Quarantine  Ground,  with  Osborne, 
Her  Majesty*s  marine  residence,  and  Norris  Castle  in  the  distance. 
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ROYAL  YACHT  SQUADRON  REGATTA. 
On  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  August,  the  regatta  of  this  noble  club  began, 
and  as  far  as  wind  and  weather  were  concerned,  never  did  we  witness  a 
more  congenial  opening.  The  first  race  was  for  the  Prince  Consort's 
Cup,  which  was  open  to  all  cutters  belonging  to  the  club,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing conditions  : — those  above  76  tons  were  classed  as  Y5  tons,  thjse 
below  75  tons  were  allowed  three-quarters  of  a  minute  per  ton;  and  the 
tonnage  was  decided,  not  by  O.M.,  but  by  the  rule  of  the  Royal  Thames 
Yacht  Club,  still  we  will  give  the  O.M.  tonnage,  as  the  club  did  not 
make  known  the  other.     Only  three  yachts  entered,  viz.:— 

Aumbered  as  in  fiunCs  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


No. 

32 

788 
109 


Maroes  of  Yachts. 


Arrow.... 
Osprey  .. 
Brunette. 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 
102 
70 


Owners. 


Builders. 


T.ChRmberlayne,  Esq.  Inman. 
Col.  W.  R.  Huey  |  While,  E.C. 

A.  H.  Davenport,  Esq.Uatscy. 


The  course  from  off  the  R.Y.S.  Castle,  thence  proceeded  round  the 
Warner  Light- vessel,  thence  to  the  northward  of  the  Calshot  light- 
vessel,  passing  to  the  northward  of  the  Brambles,  outside  all  the  buoys 
of  the  Brambles,  thence  round  a  mark-vessel  moored  off  Egypt,  thence 
to  pass  between  the  station- vessel  and  the  Castle,  twice  round.— >N.B. 
All  the  buoys  and  mark-vessels  are  to  be  left  on  the  port-hand  if  the 
yachts  be  directed  to  start  to  the  eastward,  and  on  the  starbord-hand  if 
the  start  be  the  westward.  Yachts  always  to  go  outside  the  Neman 
buoy. 

The  gun  for  starting  was  fired  at  lOh.  30m.,  at  which  time  there  was 
a  splendid  breeze  from  the  S.W.  to  W.S.W.,  which  continued  steady 
throughout  the  day.  The  Brunette  was  the  outside  vessel,  and  was  the 
first  to  lead  off.  Her  canvas  was  set  with  alacrity,  followed  by  her  old 
antagonist,  Osprey.  The  Arrow  was  some  time  getting  her  huge  main- 
sail set,  but  no  sooner  were  her  sails  hoisted  than  she  was  after  her  op- 
ponents; although  the  sternmost  vessel  in  passing  through  Cowes  Roads. 
When  clear  of  the  same  the  Brunette  hauled  over  to  the  island — ^the 
weather  shore,  and  kept  the  lead  for  some  distance,  but  before  passing 
Ryde  the  Arrow  had  overhauled  and  passed  them  both,  and  became  the 
leading  yacht  in  the  match.  The  following  is  the  time  and  order  of 
passing  the  pier: — Arrow,  llh.  46m.  15s.;  Brunette,  llh.46m.  45s.; 
Osprey,  llh.  47m.  45s. 

The  Arrow,  in  her  run  to  the  Noman  buoy,  had  the  outside  berth, 
but  when  near  the  buoy  took  the  inside.    The  breeze  had  now  freshened, 
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but  remained  steadily  at  W.S.W,  Before  reaching  this  mark  the 
Osprey  took  t)ie  second  place,  and  the  buoy  was  passed  as  follows  :— 
Arrow,  12h.  *22ai.  16s.;  Osprey,  12h.  22m.  45s.;  Brunette,  12h. 
26m.  9s.  ^ 

From  thence  they  steered  for  the  Warner,  and  in  their  run  from  the 
N^oman  they  made  preparations  to  round  the  Warner  light-vessel.  The 
Arrow  shifted  her  balloon  jibs  for  a  smaller  one,  but  carried  her  topsail, 
and  the  light-vessel  was  rounded  as  follows: — Arrow,  12h.  41m.  10s.; 
Osprey,  12h.  41m.  36s.;  Brunette,  ]2h.  44m.  7s. 

They  severally  jibed  over,  and  laid  their  reach  on  their  return  to  the 
iv^estward  as  far  as  Stokes  Bay,  from  whence  they  made  several  tacks 
under  the  north  shore  to  weather  the  Calshot  light-vessel,  which  was 
passed  as  followed  : — Arrow,  Ih.  43m.  45s.;  Osprey,  Ih.  49m.  Os.; 
Brunette,  Ih.  53m.  30s. 

Arrow  from  hence  kept  her  reach  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  northward, 
then  went  about,  and  during  that  manceuvre  shifted  her  topsail.  After 
passing  the  light-vessel  the  yachts  had  a  dead  beat  round  the  west 
channel  to  round  the  western  mark-vessel,  and  on  passing  Eaglehurst 
the  following  was  the  position  of  the  yachts: — Arrow,  2h.  3m.  Os.; 
Osprey,  2h.  8m.  30s.;  Brunette,  2h.  12m.  Os. 

The  contest  seemed  to  lay  between  the  Arrow  and  the  Osprey,  which 
latter  had  to  receive  from  the  Arrow  an  allowance  of  9m.  458.,  and 
from  the  Brunette  5m.  15s.,  the  Arrow  allowing  the  Brunette  4m.  30s. 
They  continued  their  course  to  the  westward  with  a  splendid  breeze  and 
smooth  water, "  and  the  western  flag-boat  was  rounded  as  follows  i-^ 
Alarm,  2h.  20m.  Os.;  Osprey,  2h.  24m.  10s.;  Brunette,  2h.  29m.  30s. 

From  hence  they  had  flowing  sheets  to  the  Castle,  which  was  passed 

in  the  following  order: — 

h.   m.   8. 

Arrow  « 2    35     10 

Osprey 2    42      0 

This  completed  the  first  round,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  race 
no  difference  occurred  except  that  Brunette,  after  rounding  the  Warner, 
was  not  timed,  and  the  match  finished  as  follows  : — 


Brunette 2    46    50 


h.    m.     s. 
Arrow 5    69      0 


h.    m.     6. 
Osprey 6    15    20 


By  the  official  record  we  find  that 

The  Arrow  had  to  allow  Brunette 4m.  S48. 

„  .,  „       Osprey 9m.  45s. 

The  Brunette  had  to  allow  Osprey  6m.  15s. 

Besult— Actual  beat 16m.  158. 

Allowance 9ni.  45a. 


Regulated  beat 6m.  30s. 
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Considering  that  in  1859  the  Brunette  beat  the  Osprey  after  a  hard 
contest,  it  is  clear  that  great  alteration  has  taken  place  somewhere. 

This  Arrow  is  really  a  wonderful  vessel;  she  was  designed  and  built 
by  Mr.  Weld  nearly  thirty  ySkrs  ago,  and  she  was,  until  beaten  by  the 
Marquis  of  Anglesea^s  Pearl,  the  champion  vessel.  After  her  defeat, 
Mr.  Weld  designed  and  built  the  cutter  (now  schooner)  Alarm,  about 
twenty-five  years  ago,  when  the  Arrow  was  discarded,  and  was  liud  up 
on  the  mud  for  years,  when  Mr.  Chamberlayne  bought  her  and  had  ber 
newly  planked,  and  subsequently  lengthened.  Since  that,  the  Arrow 
has  been  winning  cups  with  almost  invariable  success  against  all  comers; 
indeed,  the  only  cutter  afloat  which  could  be  backed  against  ber  is  Mr. 
Weld's  last  production,  the  Lul worth. 

Wednesday,  7M.— The  Annual  Dinner  came  off  at  the  Castle^  which 
was,  as  usual,  liberally  patronized. 

Thursday,  Qth, — This  was  the  great  Cup  day  for  her  Majesty's  gift 
to  the  club;  and  at  an  early  hour  the  appearance  of  the  weather  was 
anything  but  cheering.  ~'^- 

This  season  her  Majesty's  gift  was  appointed  to  be  sailed  for  by 
schooners  of  the  R.Y.S.  above  100  tons,  the  measurement  to  be  taken 
according  to  the  rule  of  the  Royal  Thames,  and  from  the  entries  of  audi 
noble  craft,  great  interest  prevailed.  The  official  card  presented  the 
following  entries  :— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Yacht  Lui/or  1861. 


No. 

Names  of  Yachts. 

Rig. 

21 

Aline  

schooner 

13 

Albertine 

schooner 

7 

Alarm. 

schooner 

392 

Gallej  of  Lorn 

schooner 

Tods. 


216 
156 
241 

280 


Owners. 


CaptC.  S.A.TheIlu8on 
Lord  Londesborough 
J.  Weld,  Esq. 
Marq.  of  Breadalbane 


Builders. 


Camper 
Inman 
Inman 
Swedish 


With  regard  to  the  mode  of  measurement,  it  will  be  seen,  on  com- 
paring the  O.M.  with  that  of  the  R.T.Y.C.,  there  is  but  a  slight  differ- 
ence between  the  Aline  and  Albertine*s  tonnage,  but  the  Alarm  was 
thereby  a  gainer  by  10  tons,  and  the  Galley  of  Lorn  8  tons.  The  dif- 
ference is  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  lines  of  each  vessel.  The  Galley  of 
Lorn  was  the  Swedish  Aurora  Borealis,  the  other  yachts  are  too  well 
known  to  our  readers  to  need  further  remarks.  The  intended  hour  to 
start  was  fixed  at  lOh.  30m.,  but  owing  to  the  bad  weather,  it  blowing 
half  a  gale  of  wind  from  W.S.  W',  the  Alarm  did  not  get  to  her  station, 
and  was  obliged  to  let  go  her  anchor  a  few  cables'  length  to  the  east- 
ward, forming  a  very  crooked  line.  Thereupon  the  committee,  finding 
delays  dangerous,  sent  off  to  the  Alarm,  and  ordered  that  on  the  start- 
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iog-gun  being  fired  she  should  remain  at  her  moorings  till  the  other 

yachts  had  got  clear  of  her;  at  llh.  4m.  a.m.,  the  preliminary  gun 

and    signal  having  been  duly  made,  the  starting-gun  was  fired.     Five 

Hiinutes  afterwards  the  yachts  slipped  from  their  bridles  and  were  away, 

with  the  exception  of  the  Alarm.    The  Albertine  had  an  excellent  start, 

aod  was  the  smartest  under  canvas,  which  in  a  great  measure  may  be 

attributed  to  her  being  the  smallest  vessel.     She  canted  to  the  south- 

"ward,  and  the  Aline  in  the  opposite  direction.     On  passing  through 

Cowes  Roads  they  got  their  canvas  set ;  the  Albertine  was  the  first  to 

set  her  main-gafF-topsail.     She  was  followed  outside  by  the  Galley  of 

Lorn,  and  at  a  short  distance  by  the  Aline.     The  Alarm  let  go  as  soon 

as  this  last  vessel  had  passed   her,  and  went  in  pursuit  of  the  others:  a 

few  minutes  afterwards  we  descried  something  wrong  with  the  Galley's 

mainsail;  it  appeared  that  the  throat  had  given  way  and  split,  or  the 

**  through  bolt"  had  drawn.     The  gale  continued,  and  the  yachts  were 

soon  out  of  sight  from  Cowes,  but  having  despatched  to  Ryde  our  mate 

to  take  observations  as  to  the  progress  of  the  yachts  to  the  eastward,  we 

were  enabled  to  continue  our  log,  and  on  the  yachts  passing  ^de  pier 

to  the  eastward  they  were  timed  as  follows ; — 

h. 

Albertine 11 

AUne U 


m.     B. 

h. 

m.   8. 

45     50 

Alarm    

11 

46    43 

46     52 

Galley  of  Lorn 

11 

47      2 

The  Albertine  had  both  her  topsails  set,  and  a  reef  down  In  the  main* 
sail,  the  Aline  under  her  topsail,  and  the  Alarm  with  both  topsails 
struck,  and  with  apparently  double  -reefed  mainsail,  and  a  reef  in  her 
foresail.      Upon  nearing  the  Sandhead,   the  Albertine  luffed  up  and 
took  in  her  topsails;  Aliue,  on  her  starboard  quarter,  luffed  up  also,  and 
shot  ahead,  and  passed  her,  and  became  the  leading  vessel.     The  whole 
fleet  were  soon  lost  sight  of,  owing  to  the  driving  rain  and  thick  wea- 
ther; the  wind  as  they  opened  the  East  Channel  became  more  southerly. 
We  could  not  see  them  on  passing  the  Warner,  and  they  were  not  ob- 
served again  until  abouc  noon  on  their  return,  when  we  made  out  the 
Alarm  to  have  the  lead,  followed  by  Aline,  Galley  of  Lorn,  and  the 
Albertine  the  last.     On  passing  in  a  line  with  Ryde  Pier,  on  their  port 
tacky  standing  for  Stokes  Bay,  we  timed  them  as  under  : — 

h.    m.     8. 

Albertine 12    S3    28 

Galley  of  Lorn, 12    33    37 

Having  made  a  good  lay  over  to  the  north  shore  they  worked  to  the 
westward  to  weather  the  Calshot  light- vessel,  which,  after  a  few  tacks, 
they  effected,  but  it  was  impossible  to  time  them  with  precision.  On 
their  standing  across  the  Solent,  carrying  with  them  the  ebb  under  their 

NO.  9. — VOL.  X.  *  3  F 


h.   m.   8. 

Alarm  12    30    33 

AUne 12    31    19 
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lee,  they  passed  the  Castle,  and  tacked  to  the  northward  and  westward, 
until  they  were  enabled  to  round  the  Lepe  flag-boat,  which  they  safely 
effected  through  a  chopping  sea  in  the  West  Channel;  from  hence  they 
bore  away  before  the  gale  for  Cowes,  and  completed  the  first  round  of 
the  course  as  under  :— 


h.   m.     B. 

Alarm 1     28    50 

Aline 1     82    40 


Galley  of  Lorn  1    35    25 

Albertine 1     37     10 


The  second  n)und  of  the  course  was  pursued  in  similar  order,  and 
under  the  same  condition  of  wind  and  weather,  with  the  exception  that 
the  rain  ceased,  and  the  sun  struggled  hard  to  show  himself.  On  their 
return  to  the  eastward  they  passed  Ryde  in  the  following  order  :— 


h.    m.    8. 

Alarm 2      0    55 

Aline  2      5      2 


h.   m.     8. 

Galley  of  Lorn  ...^ 2      8      0 

Albertine 2    11      0 


On  nearing  the  Neman  they  all  struck  their  topsails,  and  prepared 
to  haul  round  the  Warner,  which  was  done  as  under  :— 


I 

h.    m.    s. 


Alarm  ...A 2    28      9 

Aline  2    32     16 


h.    m«     a. 

Galley  of  Lorn 2    38      0 

Albertine 2    40    48 


In  this  order  they  returned  to  the  westward,  working  against  a  strong 
gale,  with  the  ebb  tide,  however,  in  their  favour;  passing  Ryde  pier  in 
similar  order,  the  Alarm  still  gaining  upon  the  fleet ;  and  on  rounding 
the  flag-boat  off  Lepe  we  timed  the  Alarm  at  3h.  48m.,  and  exactly 
10  minutes  in  her  wake  the  Aline  followed  her.  From  hence  they 
bore  away  for  the  goal,  which  they  reached  in  the  following  time  and 
order : — 


h.    m.     8. 

Alarm  3    58    15 

Aline   4      9      6 


h.    m.     8. 

Galley  of  Lorn  4    17     50 

Albertine 4    25    30 


The  Alarm  winning  the  Cup,  after  deducting  the  time  she  had  to 
allow  to  her  opponents,  which  was — to  the  Aline  5m.  45s.,  and  21m. 
15s.  to  the  Albertine.  The  Galley  of  Lorn  ,had  to  allow  Alarm  6m.! 
Aline  9m.  15s.,  and  Albertine  27m.  15s.  The  Aline  had  to  allow 
Albertine  ISm.  There  was  a  large  concourse  of  spectators  present  at 
the  Castle  and  the  parade  to  witness  the  result.  Among  the  mishaps 
which  came  to  our  knowledge  during  the  day  are  the  following  : — The 
Commodore's  new  felucca-rigged  boat  started  to  the  eastward  with  the 
yachts,  but  had  only  just  cleared  the  roads  when  her  foremost  gave  way 
at  the  partners,  and  the  mast,  which  held  on  by  the  jib  halyards,  was 
lowered  in  safety.  The  misfortune  was  observed  by  those  on  board  the 
royal  yacht ;  a  boat  was  immediately  despatched  to  her  and  took  out 
L^rd  de  Grey,  and  the  Elfin  was  then  despatched,  took  the  yacht  in 
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tow^  and  conveyed  her  in  safety  to  the  harbour:  about  the  time  for 
the  start,  the  Galatea,  in  turning  to  the  westward,  fouled  the  Dolphin 
yawl,  starting  boat,  carried  away  her  bowsprit  and  mizenmast,  and  did 
other  damage  to  the  little  yacht,  and  frightened  the  "  ship-keeper,"  who, 
seeing  the  bows  knocked  in,  declined  to  risk  having  his  brains  knocked 
out,  and  abandoned  his  little  charge,  took  to  his  punt,  and  made  for  the 
shore.  It  was  some  time  before  the  schooner  got  clear.  In  another 
instance,  when  the  yachts  in  the  above  match  were  passing  Ryde,  about 
3  p.m.,  the  schooner  Cissy  was  under  way  proceeding  to  her  moorings, 
when  she  fell  athwart  hawse  of  the  A^merica,  and  carried  away  bobstay, 
with  other  damage. 

Friday^  9tk. — This  day  was  appointed  for  the  R.Y.S.  prize  of  100 
80V8.  to  be  sailed  for,  when  a  strong  entiy  was  made;  viz.: — Audax, 
Enid,  Chrystabel,  Aline,  Thought,  Alarm,  Phasma,  Arrow,  and  Ame- 
jrica,  but  in  consequence  of  the  noted  A's  mustering  so  strong,  the  other 
-yachts  were  doubtful  of  proceeding;  in  fact,  it  was  considered  they  would 
have  no  chance,  and  during  the  previous  afternoon  some  of  the  cutters 
were  withdrawn.  The  usual  hour  of  starting,  lOh.  30m.,  on  the  Friday, 
not  a  yacht  was  at  the  station  ;  and  the  hour  passed,  still  no  sign,  but 
at  length  the  dreaded  cracks  declared  not  no  start,  and  then  the  follow- 
ing came  to  the  starting  place,  viz.: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfs  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


No. 

Names  of  Tacbts 

Big. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

Builders. 

156 

Chrvstabel 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

43 
55 
36 

H.  Kennard,  Esq 

F.  Sco veil,  Esq. 

Aldous 

294 

769 

Enid                        .  . 

VVanhill 

PhnQMift               .... 

E.  Saunderson  

Ratsev 

t unatii<«    ......•..•.*••• 

'  At  12h.  30m.  they  got  underway,  Chrystabel  with  the  lead,  Enid 
second,  with  Phsama  well  up.  There  was  a  strong  breeze  blowing  from 
die  eastward  to  W.S.W.,  with  a  nasty  chopping  sea,  such  weather,  in- 
deed, as  to  prove  the  abilities  of  the  respective  crews,  and  the  strength 
of  the  yachts'  cordage. 

At  Ih.  45s.  the  Enid  was  descried  under  the  north  shore,  whence  she 
tacked  to  the  southward— the  Chrystabel  still  keeping  the  lead  ;  at 
2h.  20m.,  off  Lepe,  the  Chrystabel  carried  away  her  bowsprit,  which 
mishap  seems  to  have  been  expected  by  many  lookers  on,  as  in  passing 
through  Cowea  Roads  she  was  observed  to  plunge  fearfully.  Notwith- 
standing her  crippled  state,  she  carried  on  with  every  confidence  ; 
and  although  the  Enid  became  the  leading  vessel  during  the  remainder 
of  the  first  round,  the  Chrystabel  eventually  regained  the  pride  of  place. 
Having  rounded  the  mark-vessel  off  Newtown,  which  could  not  be  timed 
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with  precision,  one  yacht  (which  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  Enid)  was 
observed  to  keep  away  for  the  north  shore,  whereas  the  Chrystabel  and 
Phasma  were  pursuing  their  course,  on  their  return  to  Cowes,  under  the 
island,  the  whole  of  them  staggering  along  under  their  gafF-topsails. 
The  Teasels  at  length  hove  in  sight  of  the  Castle,  and  as  the  Enid 
reached  across  the  Solent  to  cut  off  the  Chrystabel,  it  appeared  doubtful 
to  every  looker-on  whether  such  would  not  be  the  case,  and  for  a  few 
minutes  all  was  suspense  and  anxiety,  until  the  yachts  completed  the 
first  round  of  the  course  by  passing  between  the  station-vessel  and  the 

Castle,  as  under : — 

h.   m.  ^6.  I                          h.    m.     s.  I  h.   m.     s. 

Chrystabel ...  3    44    10  |  Enid    3    44    30  |  Phasma 8    54    34 

On  passing  the  Castle  the  Chrystabel  luffed  to  the  shore,  to  prevent 
the  Enid  covering  her,  which  she  attempted  to  do  by  closing  on  her 
weather,  but  this  was  frustrated,  and  the  Enid  was  near  "smelling  the 
mud."  She  lost  a  minute  or  two  by  the  manoeuvre.  The  second  round 
of  the  course  was  now  proceeded  with,  but  such  was  the  thick  misty 
weather  which  prevailed  that  there  was  no  important  feature  to  be  ob* 
served  until  the  return  of  the  yachts  from  the  eastward,  which^was 
about  5h.  20m.,  when  the  Chrystabel  was  made  out  to  be  still  the  lead- 
ing vessel,  and  at  5h.  23m.  she  passed  the  castle  on  her  course  to  the 
westward.  The  Enid  being  a  couple  of  miles  to  leeward,  and  just 
13  minutes  astern  of  her  antagonist,  while  the  little  Phasma  was 
10  minutes  in  the  wake  of  the  Enid,  which  latter  lowered  her  mainsail 
and  gave  up  all  further  pursuit ;  at  6h.  15m.  the  Phasma  bore  up 
from  the  west  channel,  and  the  Chrystabel  was  left  to  finish  the  course 
by  herself,  and  became  the  winner  of  the  prize  on  her  return,  which 
took  place  at  7h.  14m.,  and  with  this  match  terminated  the  Squadron's 
regatta;  at  4h.  30m.  While  the  above  match  was  going  on,  the  Pan* 
ther  lugger  yacht,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  was  towed 
into  the  harbour  with  the  loss  of  her  foremost. 

Enid,  had  to  allow  Chrystabel  Im.  lOs. 

„  „        Phasma 5m.  158. 

Chrystabel    „       Phasma 4m.  40s. 

The  Chrystabel  received  the  prize. 

The  R.Y.S.  ball  was  numerously  and  fashionably  attended.  In  fact, 
the  amusements  of  the  week  have  been  highly  satisfactory.  Some  ob» 
servations  having  appeared  in  BeWs  Life  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
the  Arrow  and  Alarm  giving  up  racing  in  future.  Mr.  Chamberlayne 
has  addressed  a  manly  straightforward  letter  to  that  Journal,  which  we 
have  inserted  in  the  "  Editor's  Locker,'*  as  we  deem  it  too  valuable  to 
be  lost  in  the  columns  of  a  newspaper. 
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Tuesday,  August  13th. — The  opening  of  this  Regatta  was  on  this  day, 
the  weather  was  different  from  the  past  week,  for  it  was  now  beautiful 
summer,  with  a  steady  breeze  from  nearly  one  point  throughout  the 
week. 

The  prize  offered  for  the  first  race  was  100  sots,  in  plate  for  the  first 
vessel,  and  10  sovs.  for  the  second.  Open  to  cutter  and  schooner  yachts 
belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club.  Time  race,  half  Ackers'  scale — 
cutters  were  entered  at  their  fair  O.M.  tonnage  and  schooners  at  three- 
fourths  of  their  tonnage.  The  following  were  entered: — Arrow,  Alarm, 
Thought,  Phasma,  Audaz,  Chiystabel  and  America. 

At  the  time  (lOh.  30m.)  appointed  for  starting,  it  was  palpable  that 
something  was  wrong  ;  for  the  only  yachts  at  their  stations  were  Arrow, 
Audaz,  Chrystabel  and  America,  Alarm  being  at  ancher  off  the  Pier, 
all  kinds  of  rumours  were  afloat,  to  which  little  attention  was  paid. 
Our  own  opinion  was,  based  upon  the  past  doing  of  Mr.  Weld,  that  the 
Alarm  would  not  sail,  as  she  would  have  to  give  Arrow  23  minutes ; 
whilst  America  would  have  to  g^ve  Arrow  13  minutes.  However,  if 
such  was  the  case,  Mr.  Weld  kept  his  own  counsel,  and  was  thus  spared 
such  a  voluntary  confession  ;  inasmuch  as  the  smaller  cutters  absolutely 
refused  to  sail  with  Alarm.  The  match  for  £100,  as  originally  intended, 
consequently  fell  to  the  ground,  and  an  attempt  was  then  made  to  divide 
the  sum  into  two  prizes  of  £50  each,  to  be  sailed  for  simultaneously  by 
the  two  schooners  in  one  class,  and  the  five  cutters  in  another  class. 
Here  a  host  of  other  objections  were  started  :  Alarm  proposed  to  give 
America  6m.,  America  at  first  demanded  9m.  30s.  as  offered  to  her  by 
Alarm  at  Cowes  on  the  Friday,  but  subsequently  agreed  to  take  7m., 
in  consideration  that  the  course  of  to-day  was  shorter  than  that  proposed 
on  tbe  Friday.  Then  the  other  cutters  stood  out  against  the  Arrow 
sailing;  amidst  these  vexatious  disputes,  *^  time  was  on  the  wing;"  and 
as  far  as  the  public  knew  to  the  contrary,  there  seemed  afloat  to  be 
"  Much  Ado  about  Nothing,*'  for  there  was  great  passing  to  and  fro  of 
boats  between  the  Committee  vessel  and  the  yachts. 

Proposition  No.  2  also  fell  to  the  ground:  another  move  was  then 
made  to  get  up  a  match  among  cutters,  and  ultimately  the  following 

handicap  was  agreed  to  :«* 

Arrdw  to  allow  Audax 13ql  Os. 

„  „     Enid    .t 17m.  Os. 

„  „     Chrystabel 20ni.  Os. 

n  ^      Thought 27m.  Os. 

Enid  to  allow  Chrystabel 3m.  Os. 

„       „     Thought lOm.  Os. 

Chyrstabel  to  allow  Thought 7m.  Os. 
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No. 

V 

Names  of  Yachts 

Rig 

Tons 

Owners 

Builders. 

59! 

Arrow 

cutter 
cutter 

102 
27 
43 
59 
55 

T.  Charaberlayne,  Esq 
F.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 
H.  Kennard,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
h\  JScovell,  Esq. 

Inman 

973 

Thought 

Hatclicr 

156 
57 

Chrystabel 

Audax 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

Aldous 
Harvey 

291 

Enid 

WanhUi 

At  llh.  6m.  Thought  took  up  her  station,  and  at  Uh.  30m.  Enid 
(a  post  entry)  entered  tht  lists;  after  this  long  and  wearisome  delay, 
the  start  was  effiected  at  llh.  50m.,  America  remained  riding  at  her 
hawser  for  some  time  after.  The  course  was  outside  the  Noman,  round 
the  Nah,  thence  to  the  west  buoy  of  the  Middle,  and  back  to  R.y.  Y.C. 
station — twice  round.  We  noticed  a  great  improvement  in  the  regula- 
tions, namely,  mainsails  were  allowed  to  be  set  before  the  starting  gun 
was  fired  ;  thus  relieving  the  crews  of  much  dangerous  and  unnecessary 
labour  in  getting  underway. 

As  a  general  rule,  it  is  a  fallacy  to  award  praise  to  vessels  because 
they  are  canvassed  first ;  inasmuch  as  the  smaller  craft,  having  less 
weight  of  sails  and  gear  and  less  hoist,  are  nearly  sure  to  be  off  first,  as 
was  the  case  here.  Presently,  Arrow  slipped  ahead  ;  but,  off  Appley, 
Chrystabel  outrun  her,  and  inspired  the  hope  that  she  would  be  the  victor 
of  the  day.  Arrow  run  ashore  on  the  edge  of  the  bank  at  Sandhead 
and  dragged  for  some  time,  Enid  drawing  upon  her,  and  Chrystabel 
leaving  her  further  behind  ;  but  the  fiood  tide  quickly  relieved  her. 
Thought  was  on  the  weather  of  Audax ;  the  latter  struck  balloon  jib 
and  luffed  to  pass,  but  Thought  held  her  own.  They  hauled  round  the 
Noman: — 


h.  m.  8. 

Chrystabel 12  7  23 

Arrow. 12  8  42 

Enid 12  9  40  1 


h.    m.    8. 

Thought 12       9     50 

Audax 12     10      8 


After  passing  the  buoy,  Chrystabel  gathered  in  her  main  sheets,  and 
Arrow's  balloon  jib  seemed  to  draw  better  than  hitherto,  not  hanging 
so  much  at  the  sheets.  Halfway  between  Noman  and  Warner  Chrysta- 
bel's  balloon  jib  sheets  snapped  asunder  or  broke  adrift,  which  caurod 
her  to  veer  to  leeward  ;  all  was  quickly  made  taut  again,  but  in  the 
meantime  Arrow  was  closing  upon  her.  Audax  passed  Thought  as  they 
met  the  strong  southerly  puffs  out  of  Brading  Haven  ;  and  soon  after 
Arrow  took  in  balloon  topsail  and  went  on  a  long  time  without  one. 
Chrystabel  made  no  change  in  her  suls,  but  all  the  others  prepared  for 
the  backward  course,  when  they  would  be  close-hauled.     Arrow  passed 
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h.     ID.     B. 
AndRX 12      34       10 

Thought 12     36       5 


Chrystabel  midway  between  the  Warner  and  Nab,  and  having  again 

obtained  the  lead,   kept  it  throughout  the  match*     Prior  to  tacking 

round  the  Nab,  Arrow  shifted  her  balloon  for  a  small  jib  and  set  small 

topssul.     They  rounded  on  the  starboard  hand  thus: — Nab. 

h*  m.  6. 

Arrow 12  32  2 

Chryetabel 12  32  45 

Enid 12  33  30 

The  Enid  a  la  Yankee,  tried  the  experiment  of  rounding  the  mark 
and  coming  on  a  wind  with  balloon  jib  ;  before  reaching  the  Warner, 
however,  she  discovered  her  mistake,  but  not  until  the  Audaz  had  got 
the  weather  gauge  of  her,  so  when  in  a  line  from  Ryde  to  Portsmouth 
Harbour  Audax  took  the  third  place.  On  passing  Ryde  Pier  for  the 
westward,  their  relative  position  and  time  stood  thus  :— 


h.  m.  8. 

Arrow 1  22  .45 

Chrystabel 1  26  50 

Audaz. I  29  10 


Enid 

Thoaght. 


h.    m.    8. 
1     30     15 
1     38     35 


It  was,  therefore,  once  more  proved  that,  great  as  are  the  excellencies 
of  those  small  craflb  of  the  Thought  class  when  in  rivers,  such  as  the 
Thames,  Southampton,  &c.,  they  cannot  successfully  compete  in  an  open 
tideway  against  powerful  craft  of  the  Arrow  class,  even  with  a  fair  allow- 
ance of  time.  The  course  as  sailed  from  the  Nab  to  the  western  buoy 
of  the  Middle,  was  a  long  board  on  the  port  tack  till  off  Cowes;  then  a 
short  one  on  the  starboard  tack,  when  they  rounded  thus: — 


h.  m.  Si 

Arrow  1  50  45 

Chrystabel 1  59  45 

Audax 2  2  15 


h.    m.    8. 

Enid 2      3    30 

Thought 3      9    30 


Ballooners  again  became  the  order  of  the  day,  and  with  sheets  eased 
off  they  flared  before  the  wind  for  Ryde ;  and  as  each  yacht  except  the 
stem-chaser,  gradually  improved  its  position  over  its  rival,  there  was  no 
room  left  for  speculation,  consequently  all  interest  in  the  finale  gradually 
evaporated. 

The  first  round  was  completed  as  under: — 

h.   m.   8. 

Enid 2    30    40 

Thought 2    38     15 


h.  m.  8. 

Arrow 2  15  30 

Chrystabel 2  26  20 

Audax 2  28  40 


The  difference  in  time  between  the  first  and  last  vessels  was  22m. 
468*  and  the  difference  in  distance  from  Ryde  to  Sea  View.  On  nearing 
the  Noman  Arrow  set  a  smaller  foresail,  and  as  she  hauled  more  to  the 
wind  her  balloon  jib  filled  better,  and  she  tore  away  at  a  tremendous 
rate.     Chrystabel  for  what  reason  wc  cannot  guess,  did  not  set  balloon 
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jib,  so  she  went  along^  very  evenly,  but  not  "  slick"  enough  to  improve 

her  position,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  time  they  passed  the  Warner:— 

h.  m.  8.                                                b-  "1.  •• 

Arrow 2  28  12  Enid. 2  55  50 

ChrystabeL 2  61  2  Thought 3  4  30 

Audaz 2  53  29 

Thought  at  this  point  shewed  symptoms  of  fatigue  by  taking  in  top* 

sail,  and  then  retired  from  the  contest.     Audax  appeared  overcrowded 

with  canvas,  and  on  nearing  the  Nab  was  not  above  imitating  the 

brewer's  horse,  and  "  turning  her  head  where  her  heels  ought  to  be," 

and  sailing  on  her  chain  plates  instead  of  her  keeL     Arrow  kept  away 

for  a  few  seconds,  and  shifted  jibs.     They  tacked  round  for  the  last 

time  at  the  Nab  thus:— 


Arrow 

h.    m.    8. 
2    65      6 

Audax. 

3     117 

Chrvstabel 

3      8    55 

Enid 

8     13     28 

In  the  backward  turn,  Arrow  shot  up  and  got  in  sheets,  and  after 
passing  Noman  made  all  snug  for  the  reach  to  the  westward;  Chrystabel 
and  Audax  took  in  topsails  on  nearing  the  Warner  ;  afcer  passing 
Noman  and  hauling  upon  Sand  head,  Audax  and  Chrystabel  took  down 
a  reef  in  their  mainsails,  and  set  jib-headed  topsails.  Enid  kept  balloon 
topsail  and  large  jib  set  the  whole  board,  and  seemed  to  labour  and  heel 
very  much.  Nothing  more  did  we  observe  worth  recording,  until  the 
extreme  western  point  was  I'eached  the  last  time  round,  namely: — 


h.   xn,   s. 

Arrow 4      6    20 

Chrystabel 4    25    45 


h.    m.    8. 

Audax 4    30      0 

Enid 4    32     15 


We  furnish  these  times  as  near  as  we  could  get,  for  in  the  line  of 
sight  where  we  were  perched  several  vessels  were  at  the  period  crossing 
and  recrossing,  and  shut  out  our  view ;  still  we  know  we  are  near  to 
correctness.  With  flowing  sheets,  all  now  steered  for  the  goal ;  and 
although  a  stern  chase  is  a  long  chase,  and  not  over  pleasant  to  Uiose 
engaged  in  it,  especially  when  there  are  no  fluctuations  to  cause  excite- 
ment, the  match  had  many  points  of  interest  to  lookers-on;  but  the 
apparent  certainty  of  the  result  capsized  those  vain  speculations  which 
make  up  the  major  part  of  all  sport.     They  were  timed  at  the  finish 

h.  m.   8. 

Audax 5      5     10 

Enid 5     10     10 

Arrow  won  the  first  prize  and  Chrystabel  second. 

Wednesday  14^A.<^Tbe  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  club-house, 
when  Thomas  Chamberlayne,  Esq.,  the  Vice- Commodore  (in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Commodore,  G.  H.  Ackers,  Esq.,  through  illness)  occupied 


h.    m.    8. 
Arrow 4    35    40 

Chrystabel 4    58    45 
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the  chair,  supported  by  upwards  of  fifty  members  and  friends.  The 
usual  loyal  toasts  were  given ;  and  after  the  chairman's  health  had  been 
enthusiastically  drunk,  he  said  "  he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  stating 
that  when  the  commodore  wrote  to  him,  requesting  him  to  take  charge 
of  the  conduct  of  the  regatta,  in  consequence  of  his  being  unable  to 
attend  through  illness,  he  replied  to  him  that  he  would  willingly  do  so, 
and  that  he  would  enter  his  own  vessel  in  every  race  for  which  she  was 
eligible,  in  order  to  increase  the  sport;  but  he  found,  unfortunately,  that 
he  had  been  rather  a  marrer  of  sport  than  otherwise,  and  he  was  sorry 
that  he  sailed  in  the  race  at  all.  There  had  been  an  alteration  made  in 
dividing  the  vessels  into  classes,  and  he  did  not  like  then  to  withdraw 
his  vessel,  or  it  might  have  borne  the  appearance  that  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  those  alterations,  which  he  did  not  wish.  Under  any  circum- 
stances, he  should  not  have  started  had  he  not  found  the  Alarm  and  the 
America  entered  for  the  prize,  and  such  being  the  case,  the  smaller 
vessels  would  have  had  but  little  chance  of  succeeding  against  those 
racing  vessels.  Still,  having  won  the  prize,  he  would  ttiake  it  by  giving 
next  year  a  prize  himself  of  a  similar  amount,  to  be  contended  for 
under  regulations  he  would  produce  at  the  proper  time.  He  mentioned, 
amongst  them,  that  he  wished  to  see  yachts,  sailing  in  their  usual  sea- 
going trim,  without  any  removal  of  fixtures  or  furniture.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  gentlemen  should  not  enter  their  vessels  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  they  were  when  going  abroad  with  their  families,  and  should 
be  glad  to  see  vessels  merely  built  for  racing  done  away  with  altogether^ 
He  would  also  propose  that  next  year  a  competent  person  should  first 
examine  all  yachts  to  see  that  they  weie  in  their  usual  sea-going  trim, 
and  if  any  were  found  not  to  be  so  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
start."     (Loud  cheers.) 

Several  other  toasts  were  given,  amongst  which  was  the  health  of  the 
worthy  secretary,  Capt.  Helby. 

Thursday y  15^.— A  prize  of  the  value  of  60  sovs.  for  the  first  vessel, 
and  10  sovs.  for  the  second,  open  to  all  cutters  belonging  to  the  club. 
The  same  course  and  regulations  as  on  Tuesday.  The  following  yachts 
entered :— 


Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Yacht  List  for  1861. 

No. 

Names  of  Yachts. 

Rig. 

Ton. 

Owners. 

Bnllden. 

739 

rhought ^ 

Wave  

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

27 
25 
59 
43 

F.  Ord  Marshall,  Csq. 
Capt.  Aytoun 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
H.  H.  Kennard,  Esq. 

Hatcher 

.57 

Aadax 

Rarvey 

156 

Chrystabel 

Aldous 

HO.  9. — VOL.  Z. 
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At  lOh.  20in.  the  gun  fired,  and  the  craft  canted  round  to  the  south- 
ward for  the  round  to  the  Nab,  all  having  jib-headed  topsails  set;  shew- 
ing there  was  D)ore  wind  in  the  offing  than  on  shore.  Indeed,  at  the 
start  the  wind  was  off  the  land,  about  S.S.W.,  with  a  thick  driving 
mist.  In  a  few  minute^  the  yachts  were  obscured,  but  as  they  went 
out  of  sight  Thought  was  leading,  Audax  next,  then  Wave,  and  Chiys- 
tabel  in  the  rear.  In  fact,  the  latter  yacht  was  not  underway  for  full 
five  minutes  after  the  others,  so  we  booked  at  first  only  three  yachts  in 
the  race,  but  when  the  mist  cleared  away  we  found  Audaz  and  Thought 
had  changed  places,  and  that  the  former  was  leading  when  they  passed 
the  Nab,  and  the  Chrystabel  wrested  third  place  from  Wave.  Simul- 
taneously Wave's  jib  sheet  snapped,  when  the  tack  was  cut  away  and 
the  sail  blew  aft,  skyward;  and  after  wrapping  round  the  msdnsail 
dabbled  in  the  waves  before  being  recovered*  She  lost  way  orer  this 
mishap,  but  a  smaller  jib  was  soon  and  smartly  set.  Chrystabel  next 
overhauled  Thought,  and  shoving  her  bowsprit  over  Thought's  boom, 
generously  passed  on  her  lee  :  at  Sandhead,  Chrystabel  made  a  short 
board  inshore,  to  shun  the  east-going  tide,  but  did  not  gain  much  by 
the  manoeuvre.  They  were  thus  settled  down  in  the  order  they  after- 
wards kept,  passing  the  R.y.Y.C.  station: — 


h,    m.   s. 

Audax .11     57    0 

Chystobel 12      5    0 


h.   m.    t. 

Thought    12       7    25 

Wave 12     12     0 


The  wind  had  died  away,  and  veered  more  to  the  eastward ;  so  Chrys- 
tabel shifted  small  for  large  topsail,  Thought  crawling  up  on  her  wea- 
ther during  the  time ;  and  all  of  them  made  a  short  reach  inshore  :  at 
this  period  it  was  doubtful  which  would  be  the  winner,  although  from 
the  state  of  the  poll  at  the  end  of  the  first  round  the  Audax  had  the 
race  in  hand.  But  the  light  Mrs  favoured  her  dangerous  opponents. 
Betting  throughout  had  been  in  favour  of  Thought,  but  no  odds  could 
be  goty  so  we  did  not  hear  of  much  business  being  done  :  as  they 
scudded  away  eastward,  under  ballooners,  their  speed  was  great;  and  on 
opening  the  land,  and  hauling  for  the  Noman,  Chrystabel  doused 
balloon- jib  and  set  a  small  one;  Thought  had  a  reef  down.  They 
tacked  round  the  Nab: — 


h.   m.   8. 

Audax 2      8    80 

Chry^stabel 2     18      2 


h.   m.    s. 

Thought 2     19    40 

Wave (nowhere) 


In  the  turn  back  from  the  Nab  to  the  Neman,  Chrystabel  improved 
her  position  two  minutes,  as  the  log  will  show  :«- 


h.   m,   B. 

Audax. 2    84    55 

Chrystabel 2    38    20 


h.  m.    ■■ 

Thought a    48    50 

Wave  3     •     2 
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Soon  after  this.  Wave  withdrew,  and  ran  to  her  moorings  off  Rjde. 
Th«  otherft  made  a  series  of  tacks  aTong  the  edge  of  the  sand,  down  to 
Humphrey's  Hole,  as  the  wind  was  light  and  the  tide  adverse.  Audax 
was  stfH  leading  by  5itt.  308.  dnd  9m.  16s.  respectively,  which  was  not 
enough,  'the  match  was  uoW  very  interesting  and  exciting.  Chrys- 
tsbel  set  large  topsail,  and  afterwards  seemed  drawing  on  Audax, 
Tbonght  holding  her  own. 

Nothing  more  noteworthy  occurred  amongst  the  cutters,  until,  under 
a  crowd  of  canvas,  they  were  flying  before  the  wind,  and  began  to  ap- 
proach the  g'oal.  Then  speculation  was  rife,  uncertainty  wetted  the 
appetite  for  gaining,  and  the  most  cross-handed  bets  were  made. 

According  to  the  official  statement  th^y  finished  the  match  as  follows:— 


h.    m.    8. 

Aadtoi 4    3a    25 

Chrysubel 4    85    52 


h.    m.    s. 

Thought 4    42    46 

Wave  didn't  save  tim& 


Thought  received  from  Audax 15m.  15s. 

„  H  Chrystabel 9m.  25s. 

Ohrjstabel  received  fh>m  Audax 9m.  50b. 

Th/%>i»iif  w^n  K«   i^°»-  54s,  over  Audax. 
Thought  won  bj  J2^  3j^  ^^y  Chrystabel 

Chrystabel  won  second  prize  by  7m.  24s.  over  Audax. 

A  protest  was  entered  against  Thought  by  Chrystabel  on  the  ground 
that  the  start  was  effected  before  the  time  agreed  to  on  the  previous 
night,  whidi  had  been  altered  (by  whom?)  from  lOh.  to  lib.,  conse- 
qaently  when  the  preparatory  gun  fired  at  lOh.  15m.,  Mr.  Kennard,  who 
was  ashore,  eould  not  get  on  board  (av  required  by  the  rules)  in  time 
for  the  start  at  lOh.  20m.  He  proposed  thtit  the  two  vessels  should 
sail  the  course  over  again.  However,  it  appears  the  committee  decided 
in  favour  of  Thought'. 

J%0  Schooner  Match  for  yachts  belonging  to  the  Royal  Victoria, 
for  a  prize  of  50  sovs.  for  first  vessel,  and  10  sovs.  the  second,  without 
limitation  of  tonnage,  came  off  also  on  Thursday,  when  the  following 
started:—- 

Nvmbered  <u  in  Hunfs  Yacht  List  /or  1861. 


No. 


756 
21 


NuBM  of  Tftchts. 


Rig. 


Ton. 


Owners. 


BuUdora. 


LeReve schooner.    40 

Aline  ...schooner)  216 

Evangeline schooner'    20 


Lieut.-Col.  Evelyn  iThomas 
CaptChas.  ThuUusson  Camper 
Capt.  Hawkcs  ; 


The  Zouave  was  entered,  but  owing  to  some  objection  she  was  with- 
drawn. The  dissimilarity  in  size  of  the  yachts  created  some  amusement. 
The  course  was  the  same  as  the  cutter  match — time  race  according  to 
Ackers'  scale. 
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They  atarted  at  1 IL  ffOm^  exactly  half  an  hour  after  the  catten  had 
g^De  on  their  course.  There  was  a  fresh  breeze  from  S.W.,  with  a 
driving  mist  and  rain,  the  Avalanche  leading,  Aline  second^  closely 
waited  on  by  Le  Reve.  As  they  neared  the  Warner  a  slight  glimpse 
was  caught  of  them»  when  they  had  changed*  places,  the  Alioe  being 
first,  Le  Reve  second,  and  Evangeline  third,  the  former  leading  by  Tm*^ 
which  she  increased  so  much  that  by  the  time  the  first  round  was  com- 
pleted she  had  distanced  Le  Reve  41m.,  and  Evangeline  56m.  What 
from  the  want  of  interest  in  the  match,  the  unpleasant  weather,  and  the 
waiting  their  appearance  now  and  then,  the  whole  was  a  tedious  affidr, 
and  not  worth  saying  more  than  the  time  of  completing  the  match  was 

h.   m.    B«  I  h.    m.    s. 

Aline 4    50    u|LeBeTe 6    37    0 

The  former  received  the  first  prize,  value  50  sovs.,  the  other  10  sots. 

Friday  was  devoted  to  boat  racing  and  other  aquatic  amusements^ 
with  a  ball  at  the  club-house  in  the  evening. 

Sbterdbty.— The  annual  general  meeting,  particulars  of  which  are 
not  received. 


QUEENSTOWN  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

This  Club  was  founded  in  1859,  and  on  January  4th,  1860,  received 
the  Admiralty  warrant,  authorizing  the  use  of  the  Red  Ensign,  with  a 
lion  rampant  on  a  green  shield  in  the  union,  and  a  rampant  lion  in  the 
fly,  each  bearing  a  sprig  of  shamrock  in  the  righ  paw.  The  officers 
then  were  Vice-Commodore  W.  D.  Seymour;  Treasurer  and  Secretaiy, 
J.  Hammond;  and  in  the  present  year  Sir  J.  Amott,  M.P.,  was  elected 
Commodore,  Capt.  H.  H.  O'Bryen,  Vice-Commodore. 

The  regatta  was  held  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  June,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Fermoy,  Lord- Lieutenant  of  the 
County;  Rear-Admiral  Talbot,  Commander-in-Chief  on  the  Irish  Sta- 
tion; Commodore  Sir  John  Amott,  M.P.;  Vice-Commodore  Henry,  H. 
0*Bryen,  and  the  members  of  the  club.  The  stewards  who  superin- 
tended the  starting  and  timing  of  the  various  races  were  Sir  W.  Hackett, 
Capt.  W.  D.  Seymour  (who  also  officiated  as  hon.  treasurer  and  secre* 
tary),  Vice- Commodore  O'Bryen,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Capt  Parker,  and 
John  Dawson;  and  to  the  energetic  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties 
entrusted  to  these  gentlemen  the  entire  success  of  the  meeting  is  due. 

First  Day, — The  morning  broke  forth  with  great  promise  of  a  de- 
lightful day,  and  the  harbour  was  soon  in  active  preparation  for  the 
forthcoming  event. 
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The  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  100  soys.,  open  to  yachts  of  all  rigs,  of 
10  tons  and  upwards,  belonging  to  recognized  jacht  clubs,  or  the  New 
York  Yacht  Club;  a  time  race,  half  Ackers'  scale,  and  below  that  half 
a  minute  per  ton.  A  little  before  twelve  o'clock  the  following  vessels 
eame  to  the  starting  buoys  :«— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfe  Yacht  Lietfor  1861. 


No. 


738 
57 

871 

« 

603 


RaiDM  of  Taehta 


Osprey   ... 
Audax  ..., 

Sibyl  

Avalanche 
Lurline  ... 


ws. 

Tons 

cutter 

59 

cutter 

59 

cutter 

38 

cutter 

48 

cutter 

41 

Ownen 


Col.  R.  W.  Huey 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
Sir  J.  Amott,  M.P. 
J.  Wheeler,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 


BnildAra. 


White,  E.  C. 

Harvey 

Wheeler 

Wheeler 

Wanhlll 


The  gun  to  go  was  fired  at  12h.  53m.  The  Sibyl  and  Avalanche 
were  away  first ;  but  the  Osprey,  watching  like  a  true  sea  eagle,  made 
her  swoop  at  once,  and  ranged  up  beam  and  beam  with  the  dangerous 
Sibyl,  the  Andax  close  up  to  her  quarter,  and  the  Lurline  abeam  to 
leeward.  The  Avalanche  began  to  astonish  her  competitors  by  forcing 
the  running  down  through  the  man-of-war  roads  at  a  rate  that  seemed 
as  like  a  challenge  to  win  as  anything  in  creation  :  at  Ih.  25m,  the 
Audax  ran  through  the  Sibyl's  lee  and  took  third  place ;  the  breeze 
was  nice  and  fresh,,  and  it  was  as  pretty  a  race  as  ever  we  witnessed. 
It  was  plain  that  nautical  skill  and  talent  was  afloat  in  exactly  five 
directions,  and  that  of  no  mean  order.  Out,  past  the  lighthouse  of 
'Roches  point  they  swept  like  a  flock  of  sea  gulls,  the  Avalanche  leading 
well,  Osprey  second,  Audax  third,  Sibyl  fourth,  and  Lurline  fifth. 
'With  a  fresh  nor^-wester  they  carried  their  booms  on  the  port  hand  down 
from  the  western  fiag-bost,  which  they  all  jibed  round  in  the  following 
order  and  times  : — 


Avalanche 

h.   m.     8. 
1     44    30 

Sibyl    

Lurline.... 

h.    m.    s. 
1    46    45 

Audax 

,.., I     45    30 

1     47     16 

Osprey 

1     45     45 

The  Osprey  began  with  her  "  Falls  of  Niagara"  engine,  and  soon  her 
sails  assumed  the  dull  brownish  hue  that  indicated  a  profusion  of  damp. 
Sibyl  drew  on  the  headmost  vessels,  and  the  Lurline  drew  rapidly  on 
the  Sibyl's  weather  quarter.  Nearing  the  southern  flag-boat  it  was  in 
balloon  jibs,  all  the  vessels  being  beautifully  handled.     It  was  a  perfect 

*  The  Avalanche  is  a  new  yacht,  launched  since  the  publication  of  the 
Yacht  List.  She  is  a  very  fine-looking  vessel,  and  great  things  are  expected 
from  her. 
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picture  to  watch  this  maDosuvre,  the  rapidity  with  which  it  was  executed 

in  a  strong  breese.     The  soathem  boat  waa  rounded  in  the  following 

order  and  timet  :— 

h.  m.  a. 

Sibyl   a  10  O 

Lurline. 2  10  O 


h.  in.   t. 

Ayalanche  2  6    SO 

Andaz 2  7    45 

Osprej 2  8    30 


so 

8. 

0 
10 
20 

Lnrliae  ^ 

h.   m.   8. 
2    dS     15 

so 
so 

Sibyl    

2    33    90 

Well  hunted  for  every  ship,  and  nobody's  race  up  to  this  point.  The 
Lurline  hauled  up  sharp  on  the  wind,  and  made  a  gallant  burst  through 
the  Sibyl's  lee  immediately  after  rounding  this  boat,  taking  fourth  place. 
At  2h.  20m.  the  Audaz  and  Osprey  collared  the  Ayalanche,  the  Audax 
leading.  The  Audaz  shifted  her  big  topsail,  the  Osprey  going  along 
as  upright  as  a  church.  The  Lurline  left  the  Sibyl  fast,  and  went  up 
hand  over  hand  with  the  leading  vessels.  Closing  the  eastern  flag-boat 
the  Osprey  collared  the  Audax,  and  it  was  rounded  in  the  following 

order  and  times  :— 

h. 

Osprey 2 

Audax 2 

AvuUuaehe 2 

After  rounding  this  boat  the  Lurline  ran  through  the  Avalanche's 
lee  in  a  wind,  shifted  her  square  for  a  jib-headed  gaff-topsail,  and  began 
to  walk  up  wind  in  a  manner  decidedly  suspicious;  all  made  a  long 
board  across  the  bay  on  the  starboard  tack,  the  Osprey  holding  a 
splendid  wind,  and  boldly  declaring  to  wiu.  They  were-  now  in  two 
lines— -the  Osprey,  Lurline,  and  Avalanche  to  windward,  the  Audax 
and  Sibyl  on  a  line  to  leeward  :  at  3h.  11m.  468.  the  Osprey  tacked 
to  starboard  and  laid  up  for  the  man-of-war  roads;  at  3h.  12m.,  the 
Audax;  at  Sh.  15m.  45s.,  the  Lurline;  and  at  3h.  19m.  558.,  the  Sibyl. 
There  was  not  any  further  change  of  consequence,  the  Osprey  steadily 
holding  her  lead  turning  up  wind.  The  times  at  the  flag-ship  were  as 
follows,  Greenwich  time  : — 


h.  m.  8. 

Otprey. 4  12  20 

Audax 4  \4  47 

Avalanche •..  4  24  0 


h«   QL      t. 

Lurline 4    28      0 

Sibyl    4    29     65 


The  second  raee  waa  for  a  Cup,  value  20  sovs.,  for  vessels  not  exceed- 
ing 15  tons.  For  this  only  two  vessels  started,  vi«.:— Fairy,  cutter,  12 
tons,  Q.  Howe,  Esq.;  and  ZuflBi,  cutter,  10  tons.  A,  Hargraves,  Esq. 

The  gun  for  the  start  fired  at  2h.  p.m.,  and  the  Fairy  went  away 
joyously  with  the  lead,  anticipating  victory,  but  the  Zuffa  ploughing  away 
very  quietly  in  the  rear  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  favourable  moment,  and 
shortly  after  rounding  the  Spit  rushed  to  the  front,  and  astonished  the 
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*'  good  people  "  by  winning  eatily,  with  plenty  ef  time  in  huodf^ZaBti, 
4h.  16m.  168.;  Fairy,  4h.  2dm.  25i. 

YeriouA  minor  sailing  matches  and^ rowing  matches  took  place  in  the 
evening,  and  a  very  fine  display  of  fireworks  from  the  Clnb  Quay  made 
a  most  appropriate  finish  to  the  evening  amusements.  A  large  party  of 
yachtsmen  dined  at  the  club-house  in  the  evening,  Vice- Commodore 
O^Bryen  in  the  chair,  ably  supported  by  W.  D.  Seymour,  Elsq.  Upon 
the  Queen^s  health  being  proposed  by  the  gallant  chairman,  a  salute 
of  twenty-one  guns  was  fired  from  the  club  battery. 

Friday t  ike  second  day^  was  not  so  fine  as  the  previous;  it  was  squally 
and  showery,  but  still  a  grand  sailing  day— wind  at  W.N.W.  to  N.W., 
veering  and  hauling.  Much  interest  was  e?inced  from  the  fact  that  the 
American  was  entered  to  contend  in  the  schooner  race.  The  prize  was 
a  handsome  chronometer,  falue  40  guineas,  presented  by  W.  D.  Sey- 
mour, Esq.,  to  which  the  club  added  a  purse  of  80  sovs.,  to  be  sailed 
for  by  schooners.     The  following  vessels  comprised  the  entry  : 

Nwtihtrtd  09  in  HunVa  Yachi  LUt  for  1861. 


Ho. 

MaiDMof  Taohta. 

aig. 

Tons. 

Ownen. 

Bnllden. 

562 

La  Travlata  

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

85 

66 

UO 

215 

W,  D.  Seymour,  Esq. 
Hon.  C.  H.  Smyth 
W.  WJse.Esq,* 
H.  E.  Dede,  Esq. 

BUckie 

267 
1026 

Bcho   .M 

Urania   

Ratsey 

128 

Camilla  

Steers 

As  we  made  it,  the  starting  gun  was  fired  at  Ih.  30m.,  Greenwich 
lime.  La  Traviata  took  fho  lead  in  gallant  style,  closely  followed  by 
the  American.  The  Urania  and  Echo  got,  unfortunately,  foul ;  but 
with  admirable  smartness  they  were  speedily  got  clear,  and  hard  upon 
the  tracks  of  their  flying  antagonists.  Shortly  after  rounding  the  Spit 
Lighthouse  the  American  set  her  main-topmast-staysail,  and  rapidly 
overhauled  and  passed  La  Traviata,  and  the  iJrania  passed  the  Echo. 
In  very  much  the  same  order  the  remainder  of  the  course  was  performed, 
the  American  endeavouring  in  vun  to  shake  off  her  determined  little 
foe.  La  Traviata;  the  latter  was  uneommonly  well  handled,  and  beating 
up  to  the  flag  she  astonished  some  who  had  pinned  their  faith  on  the 
windward  qualities  of  the  famous  Yankee  crack*  One  thing,  howeveri 
most  be  said  on  her  behalf,  she  had  only  just  arrived  from  the  Savannah, 
and  a  long  cruise  to  the  West  Indies,  and  consequently  was  not  in  the 
same  order  as  La  Traviata*  The  enthusiasm  displayed  at  the  little 
Irish  schooner  beating  the  worid-renowned  (dipper,  that  Royalty  had 
deigned  to  vbit,  from  the  &me  of  her  perfofmanoes,  was  something  to 
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.be  witnessed,  and  we  believe  had  the  good  folks  ashore  got  a  hold  of 
Capt.  Seymour's  sod,  by  whom  La  Traviata  was  sailed,  they  would  have 
chaired  him  on  the  spot.  The  American  was  very  sluggish  in  stays  in 
the  narrows,  and  here  La  Traviata  made  the  most  play  with  her.  Their 
times  at  the  flag-ship  were  :— • 


h.    m.     s. 

Camilla   4    13      0 

La  Traviata  4    14      8 


Urania 
Echo  .. 


h»  m.  s. 
4  28  40 
4     81        5 


By  the  terms  of  the  handicap,  the  Camilla  had  to  allow  La  Traviata 
10  minutes,  the  latter  vessel  thus  winning  by  8m.  67s. 

The  second  race  was  for  a  Prize  of  25  sovs.  For  this  the  following 
vessels  entered :— • 

Numbered  a»  in  Hunft  Tachl  Listjor  1861. 


Nou 

321 

1676 

86 

861 


Names  of  Taehts 

Fairy 

Zuffa  

Bijou  

Flirt    

Pembroke  


Ri«. 

Tons. 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

19 

cutter 

11 

Owners. 


G.  Howe,  Esq. 
A.  Hargrave,  Esq. 
R.  D.  Kane.  Esq. 
H.  H.  0*Bryen,  Esq. 
T.  P.  Boland,  Esq. 


Bonders. 


Hennessy 

Wanhlll 

Wheeler 


The  Bijou  was  prevented  by  weather  arriving  in  time.  Upon  the 
gnn  being  fired  the  Flirt  alone  started,  and  walked  over  the  course. 

There  were  several  other  minor  sailing  matches,  as  also  rowing 
matches,  between  beachmen,  men-of-war*s  boats,  &c.;  and  a  rowing 
match  between  the  Lee  and  Cork  Harbour  rowing  club  terminated  in 
the  race  being  ordered  to  be  re-rowed  on  Monday  evening,  July  1st. 

A  most  excellent  regatta  was  concluded  by  a  convivial  meeting  of 
yachtsmen  in  the  evening,  when  health,  prosperity,  and  success  was 
drunk,  with  three  times  three,  to  the  young  club,  and  a  high  and  well- 
deserved  compliment  paid  to  the  officers  and  stewards. 


ROYAL   IRISH  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

AccoRDiNa  to  ancient  custom  the  Royal  Irish  took  the  management  of 
the  regatta  in  Kingstown  harbour  this  year — ^the  Royal  St.  George's 
doing  the  honours  last  year,  and  each  alternate  year. 

At  an  early  hour  on  July  16th  all  was  astir  on  board  the  craft  entmred 
for  the  several  races.  As  the  morning  advanced  a  fresh  breeze  sprang 
up  from  N.N.W.  Capt.  Heathoote,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Ajax,  pat 
his  ship  iif  full  holiday  attire.   About  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  piers  and 
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yetty  begaa  to  fill,  and  every  succeeding  down  train  showed  that  the 
half-hour  trains  would  not  do  much  longer,  and  that  quarter-hour  trains 
should  be  provided  for  the  aocommo<iation  of  the  crowds  who  had  been 
cooped  up  by  the  wet  weather,  and  who  sought  to  enjoy  the  first  fine 
day  they  had  had  for  a  week.  It  was  blowing  a  fine  stiff  breeze  as  the 
yachts  entered  for  the  first  and  second  races  stood  **  hove  short "  with 
their  main  and  gaff-topsails  set.  It  would  be  hard  to  describe  anything 
more  charming  than  the  appearance  which  the  harbour  presented  as  the 
gun  **  start  '^  was  fired  from  the  Badger  for  the  prize — 

A  piece  of  Plate,  presented  by  the  Royal  St.  George's  Tacht  Club, 
value  50  guineas,  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  members  of  royal 
yacht  clubs — a  time  race.     The  following  yachts  started  :— 

Numbered  aa  in  Hunfa  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


Ko. 


Names  of  Yachts. 


871  Sibyl   

430  Glance   .. , 
738|08prey ..... 

57'Aadax« 

294  Enid , 

JAvalanche 
835Rowena  ... 
147,ChaQce  .... 
297'.^1U8 


I 


Rig 

Tons 

cutter 

88 

cutter 

35 

cutter 

59 

cutter 

69 

cutter 

65 

cutter 

47 

cutter 

69 

schooner 

72 

cutter 

67 

Owners 


Sir  J.  Amott,  M.P. 
A.  Duncan,  Esq. 
Col.  B.  W.  Huey 
J,  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
F.  Scovell,  Esq. 
J.  Wheeler,  Esq. 
J.  S.  Hills,  Esq. 
J.  Richardson,  Esq. 
C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 


Builders, 


Wheeler 

Hatcher 

White,  E.C. 

Harrey 

WanhiU 

Wheeler 

Fife 

Simons 

Fife 


The  .^lus,  the  fear  of  all  her  rivals,  took  the  lead,  closely  followed 
by  the  Sibyl  and  the  Osprey,  and  by  the  rest  that  stood  close  together. 
On  bearing  down  to  the  flag-boat  off  the  Mugglins,  the  Sibyl  got  ahead 
and  to  windward  of  the  .Solus,  and  rounded  the  Kish  Light  in  advance. 
The  wind,  which  now  freshened  on  the  flood,  went  round  to  S.W.,  and 
tried  the  merits  of  the  several  vessels  to  the  utmost.  The  sudden  shift- 
ing of  the  wind  put  the  windward  craft  to  the  leeward,  and  reversed 
their  order.  The  Audax,  which  had  last  rounded  the  East-bay  buoy, 
•was  a  long  way  in  advance.  She  stood  to  the  southward,  and  put 
round  the  flag-boat  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  as  did  the  other  boats, 
in  the  following  time  and  order : — 


h.  m.  s« 

Rowena  2  37    0 

Chance    2  45  20 

Sibyl    2  48  10 

Molus 2  60    0 


h.  m.  s. 

Audax  2  21  30 

Osprey 2  27  21 

Glance  2  28  20 

Enid ; 2  32  30 

Avalanche  2  85  10 

The  schooners  Rowena  and  Chance  did  admirably,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  they  were  pitted  against  the  fastest  **  fore-and-afters  **  in 
wo.  9.— VOL.  X.  3  H 
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the  world.  It  was  a  sight  that  would  do  a  sulor^s  heart  g^ood  to  see  all 
the  yessels  running  down  in  one  long  line  on  the  port  tack,  after  having 
taken  in  their  small  and  set  their  balloon-jibs  :  as  the  Sibyl  was  pass- 
ing the  East  pier  light,  and  was  doing  her  work  well  in  her  favourite 
weather^  she  carried  away  her  weather  cross-tree.  The  Audax  increased 
her  distance,  and  after  a  well-fought  battle  the  several  vessels  came  to 
the  finish  in  the  following  time  and  order  :-^ 


fa.  m.    ■• 

Audax 5  11  24 

Osprey 5  17  27 

Enid  5  21  27 

Glance  5  22  24 


li.  m.   s« 

Avalanche 5  24  35 

£olu8  5  28  10 

Chance    5  40  46 

Rowena  5  52  51 


The  Audax  was  declared  the  winner;  and  an  allowance  being  made 
for  difference  of  tonnage,  the  Glance  was  assigned  second  place. 

The  next  race  was  a  prize  of  30  sovs.,  open  to  members  of  royal 
yacht  clubs  of  40  tons  and  under;  time  race;  the  course  fifteen  miles; 
twice  round  :^ 

Nftmbered as  in  Bunt*s  Yacht  Liit/ar  1861. 


No. 

603 
857 
942 
973 
172 
769 


Mames  of  Tachts 

Lurline 
Secret ... 
Surprise 
Thought 
Cookm  .. 
Phasma 
Storm ... 


Big 

Tons 

cutter 

S8 

cutter 

83 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

28 

cutter 

34 

cutter 

36 

J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Eeogh,  Esq. 
R.  Johnson,  Esq. 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 

G.  Robinson,  Esq. 
B.  Saunderson,  Esq. 
J.  Graham,  Esq. 


Bnildera 


WanhiU 
Wanhill 
Hansen 
Hatcher 

Ratsey 
Fife 


The  gun  was  fired  for  starting  at  12h.  30m.,  when  the  Thought  took 
the  lead,  followed  closely  by  the  Lurline  and  Phasma,  with  the  other 
well  up  ;  a  severe  struggle  took  place,  and  some  excellent  seamanship 
displayed.  The  Lurline  gained  first  place,  having  over-paced  the  sancy 
Thought^  but  yet  not  sufficiently  to  gain  the  prize.  The  race  was 
ended  thus  :— 


h.  OIL     8. 

Lurline 8  11  40 

Thought 3  13  83 

Phasma  3  14  27 


u*  m.  s. 

Coolan  3  21  59 

Storm  3  S6  22 

Secret  3  35  44 


The  above  will  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  the  excellence  of  the 
suling.     The  Thought  received  the  prize  by  time. 

A  purse  of  10  sovs.,  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  members  of  royal 
yacht  clubs  of  15  tons  and  under;  one  minute  time  for  difference  of 
tonnage :— 
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Numbered  a*  in  HunCs  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


Ho, 

613 

S50 

1062 


NamM  of  Vftchts. 

Bijou  

Ripple 

Magnet  

Dove  

Virago 


Kig. 

Ton 

(mtter 

11 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

11 

Owners. 


R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 

D.  Fulton,  Esq. 

E.  J.  Bolton,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Eeogh,  Esq. 
J.  A.  Lyle,  Esq. 


Builders. 


Wanhill 
Holden 


Oa  the  signal  being  fired,  away  all  the  small  ones  went  like  a  flock 
of  wild  sea-larksi  the  Dove  leading,  followed  by  the  Ripple,  Magnet, 
Virago^  and  Bijou,  all  in  a  clnster.  The  Ripple  soon  disengaged  her- 
self and  took  a  good  lead,  which  she  increased  every  moment.  The 
little  fleet  had  to  go  the  Fingal  Course  twice,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
aecond  round  the  Ripple  was  so  far  in  advance  that  the  race  appeared 
to  be  hers  to  a  certainty ;  but  there  is  no  certainty  in  yacht  races,  no 
more  than  in  horse  races.  The  Magnet  began  to  gain  on  her  rivals, 
and  came  in  the  winner.  She  was  built  a  short  time  since  by  Holden, 
of  Kingstown.     The  following  is  the  time  and  order  of  arrival : — 


h.  m.  s. 

Magnet 5  52  53 

Virago 5  41  44 

Dove 5  42    5 


h.  m.  8. 

Ripple  5  44  U 

Bijou 6  45  55 


This,  like  the  preceding,  was  a  well-contested  race  ;  and  in  fact, 
throughout  the  day  there  was  every  excitement  a  yachtsman  could 
desire.  The  first  day  was  finished  with  rowing  matches,  for  which  we 
have  not  space.     There  was  a  grand  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening. 

tiecond  Z)ay.— This  was  admirably  adapted  to  try  the  weatherly 
qualities  of  the  yachts,  and  the  skill,  daring,  and  address  of  the  crews. 
The  wind  rose  at  W.N.W.,  but  gradually  went  round  to  the  southward, 
and  settled  at  S.S.W.,  from  which  point  it  blew  a  genuine  "sneezer.'^ 
1^0  less  than  ten  of  perhaps  the  fastest  vessels  in  the  world  of  their  rig 
and  tonnage  were  entered  for  the  "  blue  ribbon  "  of  the  regatta — the 
100  guineas — and  all  from  an  early  hour  were  preparing  for  the  contest 
in  which  even  to  lose  was  not  inglorious. 

A  Purse  of  £100;  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  the  royal  yacht 
cluhs;  a  time  race. 

For  this  the  Osprey,  .£olus,  Audax,  Enid ,  Sibyl,  Lurline,  Avalanche, 
Glance  and  Secret  all  went  admirably  together;  with  the  exception  of 
Enid,  which  had  to  tack  after  she  had  cast  off  her  moorings.  The  Ava- 
lanche led  out,  followed  by  the  Glance,  the  rest  in  close  attendance,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Enid,  which  was  considerably  astern.    On  rounding 
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East  Pier  the  fleet  stood  oat  to  the  flag-boat  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour, rounded  it  on  the  port  hand,  and  bore  down,  close  hauled,  for  the 
flag  off  the  Mugglins.  The  nine  clippers  now  careened  beneath  the 
pressure  of  canvas,  which  buried  them  in  foam  as  they  dashed  along  on 
their  course;  the  Sibyl  and  ^olus  now  rushed  in  front>  but  the  Osprey, 
firom  her  superiority  in  tonnage  and  her  power  in  heavy  weather,  took 
up  the  running  as  the  vessels  bore  away  firom  the  ELish  Light  In 
addition  to  the  strong  breeze  which  was  blowing,  heavy  squalls  came 
down  from  the  southward  that  blackened  the  sea  like  ink,  and  as  these 
bursts  of  wind  caught  the  yachts  they  could  be  seen  in  the  distance^ 
«<  gunwale  under,"  still  carrying  their  gaff-topsails.  From  the  point  in 
which  the  wind  was  blowing  none  of  the  vessels  had  to  sail ''  on  a  wind^ 
until  they  rounded  the  Burford  Buoy^  but  when  they  did  topsuls  became 
formidable  customers  to  the  smaller  craft,  and  indeed,  in  some  instances 
to  the  larger  vessels.  The  Osprey,  Enid,  Audaz,  and  Avalanche  stood 
under  theirs  manfully,  but  the  weather  becoming  every  moment  heavier, 
several  of  the  yachts'  gaff-topsails  had  to  be  taken  in  and  topmasts 
housed. 

The  beat  up  firom  the  Burford  to  the  East-bay  buoy  was  most  ex- 
citing. The  Osprey  rounded  first,  and  stood  down  some  distance  in 
advance  of  her  eight  rivals  on  the  starboard  tack  for  the  flag  abreast  of 
the  harbour,  which  they  left  on  the  port  hand  as  they  proceeded  on  thar 
second  course  round.  They  passed  the  flag  in  the  following  order  :— 
Osprey,  ^olus,  Audaz,  Sibyl,  Avalanche,  Enid,  Lurline,  and  Secret, 
their  sails  showing  that  they  had  caught  it  outside.  Before  arriving  at 
the  flag  the  Glance  carried  away  a  portion  of  her  standing  rigging,  and 
had  to  give  up  the  race  and  return  to  harbour.  On  the  second  course 
round  a  tremendous  squall  broke  over  the  bay  at  about  one  o'clock. 
The  yachts  heard  something  to  their  advantage  as  they  were  approach- 
ing the  Rish  Light  for  the  second  time.  The  squall  was  accompanied 
by  a  heavy  shower,  the  only  one  that  fell  during  the  day.  The  wind 
continued  to  freshen  during  the  flood,  and  the  second  beat  up  from  the 
eastward  was  even  more  exciting  than  the  first.  The  vessels  weathered 
the  East-bar  buoy,  and  stood  down  in  gallant  style  for  the  harbour 
mouth  flag-boat,  which  they  rounded,  and  beat  into  harbour  to  the 
finish,  which  was  as  follows  :— 


h.  m.  1. 

Osprey s  57  21 

.Solus 4    8  47 

Audaz 4    4    1 

Enid • 4    8  10 


h.  m.  8. 

Sibyl  4  10  25 

Lurline  4  10  50 

Avalanche 4  13  21 

Secret 4  25  47 
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Thus  ended  a  race  that  will  be  long  remembered  by  all  nautical  men 
mrho  witnessed  it,  as  one  of  the  best  contested  naval  peacefjil  combats 
that  ever  took  place  on  any  waters  between  the  most  famous  of  com- 
batants. The  Osprey,  soon  after  coming  to  her  moorings^  ran  up  her 
burgee  abore  her  racing  flag,  which  showed  to  all  that  she  had  been  de- 
clared the  winner. 

A  Purse  of  60  sots,  was  presented  by  the  Dublin  and  Wicklow 
Kail  way  Company,  for  schooners  and  luggers  belonging  to  any  royal 
yacht  club-— time  race.     The  following  came  to  the  start :— - 


Nmnbefed  aa  m  Hvnft  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


Ko. 

Names  of  Yachts - 

Rig 

Ton. 

Owners. 

Bollden. 

32 
147 

Amy 

Chance 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

69 

76 

118 

69 

J.  Barrett,  Esq. 
J.  Bichardson,  Esq. 
J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 
J.  S.  Mills,  Esq. 

Fife 

Simons 

239 

Diadem  

Wanhill 

835 

Kowena , 

Fife 

This  match  was  anxiously  looked  on,  as  the  weather  was  well  suited 
for  testing  the  qualities  of  the  vessels  entered.  A  grand  treat  was  an- 
ticipated, and  in  this  respect  no  disappointment  took  place. 

The  Amy  took  a  slight  lead  out  of  the  harbour,  attended  by  the 
Rowena,  Diadem,  and  Chance.  On  the  run  down  to  the  eastward,  it 
was  blowing  a  grand  schooner  breeze,  and  the  first^named  vessel  gained 
considerably  on  her  opponents.  The  Diadem  now  began  to  feel  that 
she  had  the  weather  she  wanted,  and  she  showed  in  front,  and  increased 
her  distance  to  the  conclusion  of  the  race.  The  Chance  soon  showed 
signs  that  she  had  not  the  remotest  part  of  her  namesake  in  competing 
with  the  Amy  or  the  Rowena — two  of  the  fastest  schooners  afloat  of 
their  class.  The  Diadem  increased  her  distance  every  moment,  but  the 
evenness  of  the  contest  between  Amy  and  the  Rowena  was  of  the  most 
pleasing  and  exciting  character.  After  a  splendid  race  they  came  in  as 
follows  :— 


h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.     s.  I 

I>iadem  •  4    55    57    Bowena  5    13    26    Amj 


h.  m.    0. 
5     16    24 


The  Diadem,  after  allowing  time  for  difference  of  tonnage,  was  de- 
clared the  Tictor. 

The  next  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  30  sovs.,  open  to  yachts  belonging 
to  any  royal  club  of  30  tons  and  under — time  race.  The  following 
entered :— 
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Numbered  a«  in  Hunfs  Yeu:ht  List  for  1861. 


No 

357 

86 

54 

973 

1065 

172 


MamM  of  Yachts 


Fingal.... 
Ripple.... 
Bijou  .... 
Atalanta. 
Thought . 
ViTid  .... 
Coolan..., 


H«g 

Ton 

cutter 

22 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

11 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

28 

Owners 


E.  Gowan,  Esq. 
D.  FuItoD,  Esq. 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
N.  Arnold,  Esq. 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
Swettenham  &  Hone 

G.  Robinson,  Esq. 


Bnildsn 


Fife 

Wanhill 
Marshall 
Hatcher 
Fife 


The  weather  was  now  in  ita  most  boisterous  mood,  and  it  needed  no 
ghost  to  tell  that  the  small  craft  had  no  chance.  The  Fingal  led, 
waited  on  by  the  Thought;  the  others  well  together.  The  long  course 
being  reversed  for  this  race,  the  vessels  first  bore  np  for  the  westward, 
when  Coolan  fouled  the  Atalanta  and  carried  away  a  portion  of  her 
mainsail,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for  her  to  put  back.  In  the 
course  down  to  the  Kish  the  small  fry  had  to  haul  off,  as  the  weather 
was  becoming  an  ugly  customer.  The  race  was  left  to  the  Thought, 
Vivid,  Fingal,  and  Coolan :  at  the  conclusion  of  the  contest  the 
Thought  came  in  at  6h.  17m.  40s«,  and  the  Coolan  in  about  fifteen 
minutes  after. 


THE  OCEAN  RACE. 

This  race,  as  last  year,  created  great  excitement  amongst  Yachtsmen, 
and  as  all  that  attended  the  Royal  Irish  Regatta  would  assuredly  visit 
the  Cork  a  numerous  fleet  was  anticipated,  which  not  being  confined  to 
rig,  a  regular  hurry-skurry  match  would  be  the  result.  To  make  the 
port  was  the  whole  sole  aim  of  the  many  who  were  in  the  contest. 


No. 


908 
769 


Names  of  Taehts 


SpeU„... 
Pbasma , 


734;Oriana. 
l026;Urania 
87lSibyl  . 
762!  Pearl  . 
603 


738 
239 
1259 
674 
267 
534 
827 
172 


Lurline  .... 
Avalanche  . 
Osprey  .... 
Diadem  .... 
Wildflower. 
Mirage    .... 

Echo   

Kingfisher  . 

Secret 

Coolan    .... 


Big 


yawl 

cutter 

schooner 

schooner 

cutter 

cutter 

cutter 

cutter 

cutter 

schooner 

schooner 

schooner 

schooner 

schooner 

cutter 

cutter 


Tons 


61 
34 
60 

140 
39 

160 
41 
48 
62 

120 
47 

118 
67 
90 
33 
28 


Owners 


T.  G.  French,  Esq. 
E.  J.  Saunderson,  Esq 
W.  Martin,  Esq. 
W.  Wise,  Esq. 
Sir  John  Arnott 
Alfred  Cox,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
J.  Wheeler,  Esq, 
IColonel  Huey 
J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 
S.  Little,  Esq. 
P.  C.  Lovatt,  Esq. 
Hon.  C.  M.  bmyth 
C.  Penrose,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq. 
G.  Bobinson,  Esq, 


Builder 


Inmanu 
Katsey 

Batsey 

Wheeler 

Sainty 

WanhUI 

Wheeler 

Hansen 

WanhiU 

Fife 


Inman 
WanhiU 


THE   OCEAN   MATCH.  307 

On  Friday^  July  19th,  at  a  quarter  to  ten  o'clock,  all  the  above 
with  the  exception  of  the  Secret,  left  their  moorings  in  Kingstown 
Harbour,  and  mustered  outside  the  piers  :  at  Eleven  o'clock  the  start- 
ing gnn  was  fired  from  the  Urania.  The  vessels  immediately  got  under 
way,  with  all  canvas  set.  The  wind  was  light  from  S.S.E.  and  the  sea 
calm  •  In  about  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  Secret  got  away  and  went 
after  the  others :  as  the  yachts  passed  between  the  east  pier  and  a  flag 
boat  moored  near  the  harbour  they  were  timed  from  the  Royal  Irish 
Yacht  Club  House.  They  passed  in  the  following  order: — Kingfisher, 
Lurline,  Sibyl,  Avalanche,  Cool  an,  Wildflower,  Pearl,  Diadem,  Spell, 
Echo,  Osprey,  Oriana,  Mirage,  Phasma,  Secret. 

When  they  got  out  with  but  two  exceptions,  the  yachts  kept  inshore, 
and  the  Avalanche  fell  away  until  they  came  up  opposite  Bray  Head. 
Here  the  Osprey  caught  the  breeze,  and  she  took  the  lead  of  all  her  com- 
petitors, and  was  followed  quickly  by  the  Avalanche,  which  now  took 
up  second  place.  The  breeze  then  freshened  firom  the  N.W.,  Osprey 
and  Avalanche  enjoyed  it  to  an  extent  that  left  all  the  other  craft  far 
astern.  "When  night  set  in  the  wind  came  from  S.W.,  the  night  became 
dear  and  suitable  to  the  contest,  the  coast  lights  being  distinct  When 
the  morning  opened  the  Osprey  descried  her  antagonist  about  the  same 
distance  from  her  as  when  the  sun  set  the  previous  evening.  The  sailing 
master  of  the  Osprey  could  see  no  other  contending  craft  upon  the  sea^ 
but  those  on  board  the  Avalanche  could  see  some  five  or  six  miles  away 
the  Lurline,  Pearl  and  Phasma  struggling  for  a  place.  None  of  the 
others  had  risen  above  the  horizon  ;  at  this  time  the  Osprey  was  ahead 
of  Avalanche  about  three  miles.  Thus  matters  continued  until  about 
I  Oh.  a.m.  on  Saturday,  when  the  Osprey  and  Avalanche  lost  sight  of  all 
the  other  competitors,  the  struggle  continuing  between  these  two  craft, 
either  gcuning  on  the  other  or  falling  off  as  the  current  of  wind  favoured 
them :  at  5h.  45m.  p.m.  the  Osprey  rounded  Roche's  Tower,  and  at 
7h.  d5m  passed  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  House,  when  the  gun  fired 
declaring  her  the  winner  of  the  first  prize,  a  purse  of  £60. 

At  6h.  25m.  p.m.  the  Avalanche  rounded  the  harbour  headland,  but 
the  breeze  having  died  away,  and  the  tide  running  out,  she  was  unable 
to  make  she  Spit  Bank  Light  until  nine  o'clock.  Here  she  lay  gasping 
for  want  of  ur  to  keep  her  position  against  the  receding  tide  until  eleven 
o'clock,  and  it  was  twenty  minutes  to  twelve  before  the  returning  flood 
conveyed  her  to  that  spot  which  she  had  struggled  to  gaia  for  nearly 
forty  hours.  A  slight  breeze  having  risen  with  the  return  of  the  tide, 
it  was  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Phasma,  which  rounded  the  harbour 
at  eleven  o'clock,  and  passed  the  Club-house  at  nine  minutes  and-a-half 
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before  one,  a.m.,  the  Lurline  following  in  about  forty  minntes.  The 
other  yachts  in  the  race  as  well  as  a  number  of  those  visiting  the  regatta 
arrived  during  Saturday  night  and  Sunday. 


ROYAL  CORK  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Tuesday,  First  day,  July  23rd.— The  long-looked  for  day  having 
arrived,  about  which  so  much  anxiety  was  felt  by  our  citizens,  who  had 
begun  to  feel  some  gloomy  anticipations  in  consequence  of  the  continual 
wet  weather  which  we  have  had  for  several  days.  However,  all  doubts 
were  put  an  end  to,  and  joy  was  universal,  when  the  morning  was 
ushered  in  by  a  bright  sunshine,  and  the  day  appeared  all  that  the  most 
enthusiastic  admirer  of  nautical  sports  could  wish.  Indeed  we  have 
seldom  seen  a  finer  day,  and  accordingly  multitudes  turned  out  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  pleasures  and  enjoyment  afforded  by  their  magnificent 
harbour,  on  whose  tranquil  waters  floated  the  finest  fleet  of  yachts  in 
Europe.  River  steamers  and  railways — all  were  filled  with  joyous  faces 
delighted  at  the  anticipated  da^'s  amusement.  Well  may  the  citizens  of 
Cork  be  proud  of  their  noble  and  matchless  harbour.  Where  in  Europe 
is  there  such  scenery  as  what  opens  on  the  view  going  down  the  river  ? 
Blackrock  to  the  right,  and  Glanmire  to  the  left,  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  beauty  ;  country  seats  and  villas  on  each  gentle  ascent,  crowned 
with  every  variety  of  foliage,  in  the  richest  luxuriance  ;  lawns,  parks, 
and  demesnes  are  stretched  out,  while  their  verdant  outline  is  reflected 
in  the  clear  water  on  both  sides.  The  eye  is  sated  with  new  beauties 
as  we  pass  along,  and  at  length  the  capacious  harbour,  like  a  panorama, 
opens  on  our  view — a  magnificent  sheet  of  water,  twenty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, where  all  the  navies  of  the  world  might  ride  at  anchor  in 
perfect  safety,  and  where  if  we  had  a  wise  Government  we  ought  to 
have  a  large  naval  arsenal,  for  nowhere  is  there  such  sites  as  what  is 
here  for  Royal  Dockyards. 

The  harbour  presented  a  very  gay  appearance.  The  ships  of  war — 
Hawke  and  Immortalite  were  all  in  holiday  trim,  hung  with  flags  from 
the  masthead  to  the  bulwarks-— their  majestic  outlines  presenting  a 
strikmg  contrast  to  the  tiny  yachts,  so  taut  and  trim,  with  their  white 
canvas,  which  gave  them  the  appearance  of  wild  fowl  skimming  along 
Ae  surface  of  the  water. 

Queenstown  itself  presented  an  uncommonly  animated  and  brilliant 
appearance,  the  town  being  crowded  with  the  elite  of  our  aristocracy, 
not  only  from  our  own  country,  but  from  every  part  of  the  three  king- 
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doms,  and  numbers  of  the  middling  classes,  who  flocked  to  enjoy  what 
has  almost  become  a  national  festival.  The  fineness  of  the  day  afber  the 
recent  wet  weather,  together  with  the  spirit-stirring  scene,  brought  out 
numbers  of  the  ladies.  Seldom  have  we  seen  such  a  galaxy  of  youth 
and  beauty— we  may  say— 

•*  Eyes  looked  love  to  eyes 
And  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell." 

The  Carlisle  prize  of  60  sovs.  for  yachts  exceeding  50  tons,  no  time 
allowed  for  tonnage,  open  to  all  yachts,  the  property  of  members  of 
Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  or  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club. 

For  this  the  following  yachts  started:— 

Ntunbered  as  in  Hunt's  Yacht  Lui  for  1861. 


No. 


297 

57 

752 

738 


Names  of  Yachts. 


iEk)lus.. 
Audax. 
Pearl  . 
Osprey 


Rig. 

Ton. 

cutter 

57 

cutter 

59 

cutter 

164 

cutter 

59 

Owners. 


C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
A.  Cox,  Esq. 
Col.  R.  W.  Huey,  Esq. 


Btilld«rB. 


Fife 
Harvey 
Sainty 
White,  RC. 


h.   m. 
1    28 


8. 

38 


At  a  quarter  after  ten  o'clock  the  starting  gun  was  fired.  The  start 
was  a  pretty  one,  all  getting  off  well  together.  They  went  down  in  a 
cluster  for  some  distance.  Pearl  then  began  to  draw  ahead  and  rounded 
the  Spit  Light  first,  increasing  her  distance  as  she  stood  out  of  the 
harbour.  Osprey  was  second,  the  others  bringing  up  the  rear  together 
at  a  little  distance.  Shortly  after  one  o'clock  the  Pearl  showed  on  the 
return,  followed  at  short  interrals  by  the  Osprey  and  ^olus.  They 
arriyed  at  the  flag-boat,  and  were  timed  in  the  following  order  :^ 

h.    m.     B.  I                        h«   m.     f.  I 
Pearl 1    21    59  |  Osprey 1    24    U  |  2Solus 

Soon  after  the  Audax  came  in,  but  did  not  pass  the  flag-boat,  and  was 
not  timed.  Shortly  after  passing  the  first  flag-boat  outside  she  carried 
away  her  bobstay.  Notwithstanding  this  she  went  round  the  course, 
but  could  not  overhaul  her  competitors. 

As  the  hour  approached  for  the  second  race,  the  interest  of  the  spec- 
tators was  great  It  was  a  most  animating  scene  while  the  yachts  took 
up  their  positions  previous  to  starting.  The  sight  was  such  as  can  be 
rarely  witnessed— the  yachts,  all  crack  boats—- unrivalled  in  the  empire 
for  the  symmetry  and  beauty  of  the  build  ;  the  lines  sharp  and  well 
defined;  and  their  gear  and  rig  superb. 

The  second  match  was  for  a  prize  of  45  sovs.  for  yachts  exceeding  25 
and  not  exceeding  50  tons,  open  to  all  yachts,  the  property  of  members 
of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  and  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  j  time  race,  half 
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Ackers'  scale,  and  below  that  half  minute  per  ton.     The  followmg 

started:— 

Nwnberedasin  Hunfa  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


Na 

Names  of  Yachts. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

OwiMrs. 

BuUdera. 

179! 

Coolan 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

28 
36 
27 
38 
34 
30 
47 
40 
42 

G.  Robinson,  Esq. 
A.  Duncan,  Esq. 
F.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 
Sir  J.  Arnott,  Esq. 
E.  Saunderson,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq. 
J.  Wheeler.  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
C.  W.  Bycroft,  Esq. 

430 

Glance    

Batcher 

973 

Thought 

Hatcher 

871 
769 

Sibyl   

Phasma  

Wheeler 
WanhiU 

857 

Secret ,.,.. 

Wanhill 

Aralanche 

Wheeler 

603 

Lurline  

WanhiU 

925 

Stella 

Fife 

On  the  gun  being  fired  they  all  got  off  together,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Lurline,  who  carried  awaj  her  moorings  and  dropped  to  leeward. 
She  then  stood  up  to  her  original  position,  and  bore  up  to  follow  the 
others,  which  were  then  a  long  way  ahead:  after  the  start  the  A^a- 
lanche  began  to  lead,  followed  closely  by  the  Sibyl,  all  the  rest  with  the 
exception  of  the  Lurline  in  a  cluster  together.  In  this  way  they  rounded 
the  Spit  and  passed  out  of  sight.  At  2h.  the  Phasma  came  back  crip- 
pled, having  broken  her  main  boom  off  the  Eastern  flag-boat.  At  half 
past  two  the  Avalanche  showed  round  Spike  on  her  return,  followed 
closely  by  the  Glance.  Lurline  then  made  her  appearance,  and  at 
short  intervals  all  the  others  followed.  They  reached  the  flag-boat  and 
were  timed  as  follows:-— 


h.  m.  8. 

Avalanche  ...  2  41  10 

Glance 2  42  9 

Lurline 2  45  3 


h*  ni.  s. 

Secret   2  50  30 

Thought 2  52  48 

StelU   2  56  19 


h.    m.    8. 

Sibyl 3      3    48 

Coolan 3      7     27 


The  Avalanche  having  in  consequence  of  difference  of  tpnnage  to 
allow  the  Glance  3m.  50s.  and  being  only  59  seconds  ahead  of  her,  the 
Glance  was  declared  the  winner. 

The  Phasma  having  met  with  an  accident,  no  account  was  taken  of 
her  time  of  sailing  ;  as  the  Secret  was  approaching  the  signal  staff,  a 
boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Townsend's  yacht  in  sidling  across  the  oouise, 
which  was  a  violation  of  the  rules,  was  struck  by  the  Secret  and  sunk-*- 
but  happily  nothing  serious  occurred. 

The  Cork,  Blackrock,  and  Passage  Railway  Company's  prise  did  not 
fill.     Hooker  sailing  matches  and  rowing  matches  concluded  the  day. 

Second  Day, — The  morning  shone  forth  promisingly  after  a  wet  and 
stormy  night,  and  again  the  company  congregated  ashore  and  afloat. 
The  first  race  was  for  a  prize  value  £100  open  to  all  classes  of  yachts 
belonging  to  a  Royal  or  New  York  Yacht  Club:  time  race,  half  Ackers' 
scale,  and  below  that  three-quarter  minute  per  ton. 
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This  brought  the  Glance,  iBolus,  Secret,  Osfurej,  Audaz,  Sibyl  and 
Aralanche  to  the  start  which  took  place  about  10  o'clock.  They  got 
off  very  cleverly,  the  Audax  as  soon  as  she  fairly  felt  the  wind  went 
ahead,  which  place  she  maintained  whilst  passing  out  of  the  harbour, 
Sibyl  second.  On  clearing  the  harbour  however  they  soon  changed 
places,  and  the  Glance  which  was  last  took  the  lead,  the  Osprey  second, 
rounding  the  Cow  and  Calf  in  the  following  order: — Glance,  Osprey, 
AudaX)  Secret,  Avalanche^  ^olus,  Sibyl. 

This  order  they  did  not  long  preserve :  Osprey  overhauled  and  went 
by  the  Glance,  taking  first  place,  Audaz  followed  her  example,  throwing 
the  Glance  to  the  rear.  Shortly  before  two  o'clock  the  Ospiey  was 
sighted  coming  round  Spike  on  her  return.  She  was  soon  followed  by 
Audax.  Then  the  Glance  showed,  quickly,  behind  came  the  Secret, 
astern  of  her  the  Avalanche  and  ^olus,  Sibyl  bringing  up  the  rear. 

In  passing  the  flag-boat  they  were  timed  as  follows: — 


h. 

m. 

8. 

h.    m,   8. 

h.   m.   0. 

Osprej 

•  •••   m 

8 

58 

Secret  

...  2    21     37 

iBoIus  .... 

2     24     32 

Audax 

•  •••    2 

11 

9 

Avalanche 

...2    22     50 

Sibyl    .... 

2     80     28 

Glance 

•  ••  •      JB 

14 

19 

« 

. 

On  the  difference  of  tonnage  being  allowed  for,  it  was  found  that  the 
Glance  had  beaten  Osprey  by  2m.  58s.  Glance  was  accordingly 
declared  the  winner. 

The  next  a  prize  of  50  sovs.  for  schooners  of  all  sizes  :  no  allowance 

for  tonnage.     The  following  started:—- 

Numbered  as  in  HunCs  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


No. 

Names  of  Yachts, 

Riff. 

Tons. 

Owners, 

Builders. 

.'t90 

Galatea  

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

123 
105 
120 
113 

J.  Broad  wrood,  Esq. 
Sir  Gilbert  East 
sir  A.  Stirling 
J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 

Hansen 

^75 

Ella 

Inncan 

10.'>2 

VikiDff    

liatsey 

239 

Diadem  

Wanhill 

On  the  gun  being  fired  Ella  led,  Viking  holding  second  place,  the 

Galatea  and  Diadem  being  together  a  short  distance  astern.     On  fairly 

getting  under  way  the  Viking  drew   on  and  passed  Ella,  and  Galatea 

crept  away  from  the  Diadem.     Viking  led  out  of  the  harbour,  Ella  was 

second,  Galatea  third,  and  the  Diadem   bringing  up  the  rear.     On  the 

course  round,   however,  Galatea  threw  the  Ella  into  the  third   place. 

Diadem  followed  her  example  throwing  her  to  the  fourth  place.     Soon 

after  three  o'clock  they  began  to  come  in.     They  passed  the  flag- boat, 

and  were  thus  timed: — 

h.  m.  s.  b.  m.  s. 

Viking 3  13  46     Diadem 3  25  9 

Galatea    3  13  19     Ella   3  32  24 

Vikinir  was  declared  the  winner. 
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The  next  race  wa9  for  the  Carroll  Challenge  Cup,  value  50  sots,  to 
vhich  the  Committee  added  80  sovs.  This  was  open  to  all  yachts  be- 
longing to  Cork  harbour,  the  property  of  members  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs. 
Time  race  half  rate,  Ackers'  scale,  and  below  that  three  quarter-minute 
per  ton.     The  following  started:— 

Numbered  as  th  Hunfs  Yacht  Lietfor  1861. 


No; 

NuDM  of  Taehtf. 

Big. 

Ton, 

Owners. 

fiaildert. 

172 

Coolan 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

28 
41 
25 

G.  RobinsoD,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
E.  U.  P.  Fitzgerald 

603 

juuriiJie   .••.%•••••••  !•• 

Emetic 

Wanhfli 
Payne 

The  Coolan  and  Emetic  got  off  very  well,  almost  together,  Coolan  if 
anything  having  a  slight  lead.  Lurline  made  a  bad  start,  not  getting 
away  for  half  a  minute  after  her  competitors.  She,  however,  soon 
made  up  for  this,  and  came  up  with  and  passed  the  others.  Every 
minute  she  increased  her  distance,  and  led  out  of  the  harbour  by  a  long 
way,  the  Emetic  which  had  overhauled  the  Coolan  holding  second  place. 
Shortly  after  four  o'clock  the  Lurline  hove  in  sight  on  her  return.  In 
about  half  an  hour  the  Coolan  followed,  and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
the  Emetic,  with  the  loss  of  her  topmast,  which  she  had  carried  away 
outside.     The  three  yachts  were  timed  as  follows :— • 


h.   m.     8. 
4    13    43 


h.    m.     8. 
4     45     22 


b.   m.     8. 
4     56     23 


Lurline 4    13    43  |  Coolan 4    45    22  |  Fairy  

The  Lurline  was  the  winner.  An  objection  has  been  lodged  against 
the  race  by  Captain  H.  H.  O'Bryen,  the  present  holder  of  the  Carroll 
Challenge  Cup  on  the  ground  that  up  to  three  minutes  after  six  on  the 
previous  evening  there  were  only  two  yachts  entered,  Coolan  and  Lurline; 
and  as  the  regulations  provided  that  there  should  be  three  competitors^ 
and  that  the  entries  should  close  at  six  o'clock,  the  race  was  altogether 
invalid.  The  last  prize  for  yacht  sailing  was  given  by  the  Biver  Steam 
Company,  value  20  sovs.  fos  yachts  not  exceeding  15  tons — Time  race: 
half  minute  per  ton.  The  following  started:— Fairy,  12,  G.  Howe,  Esq. 
Pawn,  13,  F.  Holmes,  Esq.,  Zuffa,  10,  A.  Hargrave,  Esq.,  Pembroke, 
11,  T.  P.  BoUand,  Esq.,  Aline,  6,  Colonel  Beamish. 

On  getting  away  Zuffa  led,  «md  kept  during  the  run  down  to  the  Spit, 
which  she  rounded  first,  Pembroke  second.  Fawn  third,  Fairy  fourth, 
and  Aline  last  For  some  time  after  clearing  the  Spit  Pembroke  held 
her  place,  but  the  Fawn  then  passed  her.  The  Zuffa  and  Fawn  went 
out  of  the  harbour  together,  Zuffa  having  the  lead,  Pembroke  third 
Fairy  fourth,  about  half  a  mile  astern,  and  Aline  a  mile  behind  her. 
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About  a  quarter  to  five  o'clock  the  Fawn  showed  on  her  return  : 
Zuffa  soon  followed,  and  after  an  interval  of  a  few  minutes  the  Fairy 
came  in.  In  passing  the  flag-boat  they  were  timed  as  follows: — Fawn 
41i.  52m.  32s.;  Zuffa,  6h.  Im.  34s.;  Fairy  5h.  10m.  9s.  In  twenty- 
Bye  minutes  after  the  Pembroke  arrived,  but  Aline  did  not  show  up  to 
the  close  of  the  regatta. 

Rowing  matches  followed,  and  a  numerously  attended  Ball  closed  one 
of  the  best  regattas  known  in  these  waters.  Between  60  and  70  yachts 
were  present  during  the  two  days. 


ROYAL  WESTERN  YACHT  CLUB  AND  PORT  OF 
PLYMOUTH  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

On  the  morning  of  August  20th,  fears  were  entertained  that  the  day 
would  be  wet,  and  mar  the  pleasures  of  those  who  look  forward  for  an 
annual  treat  on  the  regatta  days  ;  however,  as  the  day  advanced,  the 
clouds  dispersed,  and  the  sun  shone  out  with  a  good  breeze  from  west. 
The  scene  on  the  water  was  particularly  gay,  and  the  immense  number 
of  small  craft  darting  about  in  all  directions  gave  additional  effect  to  the 
picturesque  view,  while  thousands  of  spectators  lined  the  shore.  The 
band  of  the  Royal  Marines  and  61st  regiment  were  stationed  on  the 
Hoe,  and  performed  a  selection  of  music,  the  whole  of  the  arrangements 
being  of  the  very  best  description.  In  the  arrangements  of  the  joint 
committees  there  was  this  year  a  great  alteration.  Formerly  there 
-were  two  committees'  boats,  from  one  of  which  the  sailing  vessels  were 
started,  and  from  the  other  the  whole  of  the  business  in  connection  with 
the  rowing  matches  was  conducted.  This  year,  however,  the  com- 
mittees decided  on  having  only  one  boat,  from  which  all  the  races  were 
started. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the.  committee  :— *J.  C.  Thierens 
(cbiurman),  Capt  Tracey,  R.N. ;  Capt.  Stewart,  R.N. ;  Capt.  Bacon, 
R.N.;  Major  Templar,  and  O.  Phillpotts.  The  members  of  this  com- 
mittee acted  on  both  the  sailing  and  the  rowing  committees. — Town 
Committee:  W.  Luscombe  (the  mayor),  ex  officio;  W.  S.  Kelly,  secre- 
tary; J.  C.  Skardon,  treasurer.— -The  Town  Sailing  Committee  :  H.  J.' 
Waring,  chairman;  H.  Smith,  C.  Rae,  R.  Shurlock,  and  H.  Fillis.— • 
Rowing  Committee:  J.  Shapcott,  chairman  ;  J.  Cumming,  and  W.  Rad- 
more. — Hoe  Committee:  W.  H.  Luke>  chairman;  W.  Luce,  and  J. 
Holmes. 
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The  first  race  was  for  a  prize,  value  80  sovs.,  for  the  first  vessel,  and 
20  sovs.  for  the  second,  both  given  bj  the  clab,  open  to  all  schooners 
belonging  to  a  royal  yacht  club,  and  carrying  the  Admiralty  warrant — 
time,  half  a  minute  per  ton  up  to  60  tons,  and  a  quarter  of  a  minute 
per  ton  above ;  entrance  for  yachts  belonging  to  the  Royal  Western 
Yacht  Club  £1  is.,  and  all  others  £3  3s.;  four  to  start,  or  no  race. 

The  following  started  :— 


Numbered  a»  in  Hunfa 

Yacht  List  for  1861. 

Vq. 

Names  of  Tachts 

Rig. 

Tona. 

Owners. 

BnUden. 

• 

13 

Albertine   

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

156 
126 
119 
105 

Lord  Londesborough 
J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 
P.  F.  Bluett,  Esq. 
R.  Arabin,Esq. 

Inman 

239 

Diadem  

Wanhill 

680 

Mistletoe    

Nic^olls 

1275 

Zouave  

Inman 

The  course  was  through  the  eastern  channel  of  the  Breakwater  round 
a  mark-vessel  off  the  Mewstone,  thence  to  another  mark-vessel  off  Penter 
Point,  then  through  the  western  channel  of  the  Breakwater,  rounding 
the  Cobler  buoy  and  the  committee  boat,  three  times  round.  The 
whole  distance  is  about  45  miles. 

The  gun  was  fired  at  lOh.  50m.  lis.,  and  the  yachts  were  off  at 
once,  under  fore  and  main  gaff  topsails,  the  Albertine  having  the 
weathermost  position.  Before  reaching  the  eastern  end  of  the  Break- 
water the  Albertine  had  drawn  ahead,  and  continued  to  increase  her 
lead  to  the  mark-boat  off  the  Mewstone;  and  in  the  dead  beat  up  there 
was  a  smart  display  of  seamanship  on  the  part  of  the  Diadem  and 
Zouave.  The  run  in  was  a  pretty  sight,  the  three  leading  vessels  being 
very  close  to  each  other,  and  the  Mistletoe  some  distance  astern.  The  > 
Albertine  rounded  the  Mallard  without  tacking,  but  immediately  after- 
wards the  wind  shifted  a  point,  and  the  other  yachts  were  compelled 
to  make  a  short  tack  to  weather  the  committees^  boat,  and  on  comple- 
tion of  the  first  round  the  AU»ertine  gained  several  minutes. 

The  contest  was  very  close  between  the  Diadem  and  Zouave,  and  a 
splendid  race  between  the  two  was  anticipated,  but  when  near  the  mark- 
boat,  at  the  Mewstone,  in  the  second  round,  the  Diadem  carried  away 
her  fore-topmast  and  gaff,  compelling  her  to  withdraw  from  the  contest. 
The  struggle  now  lay  between  the  Albertine  and  Zouave,  and  as  the 
former  had  to  allow  the  latter  12^  minutes,  there  was  some  little  inte- 
rest left.     The  second  round  Albertine  was  still  further  ahead. 

The  Albertine,  in  the  third  round,  continued  so  increase  her  lead, 
and  being  nearly  19  minutes  ahead  in  the  second  round  her  position  was 
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deemed  to  be*  safe  ;  but  in  the  beat  up  the  sailing-master  sent  up  the 
balloon-jib,  whereby  she  was  delayed  several  minutes,  and  by  the  time 
she  had  remedied  the  mistake  the  Zouave  was  fetching  up ;  but  the 
Albertibe  would  not  have  suffered  much  by  this  if  she  had  not  been 
compelled  to  make  a  tack  to  weather  the  westernmost  buoy,  whereby 
she  lost  so  much  ground  that  it  was  evident  the  run  in  the  third  round 
would  be  a  close  one,  and  that  the  Albertine  would  have  to  stretch 
every  inch  of  canvas  to  save  her  time.  The  third  round  was  completed 
as  under  :^— 


Namea  of  Yachts. 

First  Round. 

8«oond  Roand. 

Third  Round. 

Albertine  

h.     m.      8. 

12  49  15 
I  0  59 
1  2  53 
1       6     30 

h.    m.    8. 

2  57     4 
Withdrawn 

3  16     11 
3     17    54 

h.     m.     8. 
5     25     85 

Diadem , 

Zouave 

5     34       7 

Mistletoe  

5     50     45 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  the  Zouave  won  by  time^  but  the  owner  of 
the  Albertine  entered  a  protest  on  the  ground  that  she  had  not  complied 
with  the  conditions  laid  down,  by  sailing  without  having  either  her  owner 
or  a  member  of  the  club  on  board,  it  being  contended  that  this  brought 
her  within  the  class  of  ''  hired ''  vessels.  The  committee  met  on  the 
following  morning,  and  after  discussing  the  merits  decided  that  the  pro- 
test could  not  stand.     The  Albertine,  therefore,  took  the  second  prize. 

The  pext  race  was  for  trawlers,  with  all  their  gear  on  board.  The 
first  prize,  12  sovs.,  was  awarded  to  Mazeppa,  8  so  vs.  Umpire,  and 
5  sovs.  to  James  and  Mary,  the  others  receiving  1  sov.  each.  The  race 
was  pretty  well  contested  throughout. 

The  next  race  was  the  Town  Plate,  60  sovs.,  for  first  vessel  and 
20  80VS.  for  second,  for  cutters  above  20  tons,  but  as  only  two  started* 
the  prize  was  reduced  to  50  sovs.,  without  any  second  prize.  The  fol- 
lowing entered  x-— 

Numbered  at  in  Hunea  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


No 

Nam«s  of  Yachts 

&lg 

Tons 

Owners 

Bulldms 

67 
764 

Audax 

Phantom 

cutter 
cutter 

59 
27 

J.  H.  Johnson,  £eq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

Harvey 
Penny 

The  course  was  the  same  as  the  previous  yacht  match*  The  Phantom 
took  the  lead  at  starting  at  12h.  6m.  lOs.,  but  the  Audax  soon  over- 
hauled and  passed  her — was  never  again  headed — had  the  race  to  her- 
self, and  won  easily.     There  was  a  circumstance  attending  this  match 
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which  created  much  surprise,  although  it  is  most  likely  to  have  occurred 
often,  we  do  not  mean  with  the  same  yachts,  hut  with  others,  only  it 
has  not  oozed  out.  It  appears  an  arrangement  was  made  or  demanded 
that  the  owner  of  Phantom,  wishing  to  receive  some  recompense  towards 
his  expenses,  as  he  was  not  likely  to  win  the  fif4y ,  Mr.  Johnson  should 
guarantee  him  £10.  This  having  **  got  wind,**  the  committees  enquired 
into  the  matter,  and  the  result  was  Phantom  was  scratched  from  th^  list 
for  the  Queen's  Plate,  for  which  she  was  entere<U  Comment  on  this  is 
needless. 

The  tradesmen  of  the  cluh  gave  a  piece  of  plate,  ralue  25  sovs.,  open 
to  yachts  from  10  to  30  tons,  which  the  Folly,  12  tons,  W.  L.  Parry, 
Esq.,  won,  beating  Souvenir,  15  tons,  W.  Hill,  Esq.,  and  the  Scud, 
13  tons,  W.  B.  Bull,  Esq. 

A  cup,  value  10  guineas,  was  given  by  Mr.  Pearse,  of  the  Royal 
Hotel,  for  10  ton  yachts,  Ida,  P.  Hacking,  Esq.,  won,  beating  her  old 
antagonist^  Enigma,  J.  C.  Pope,  Esq. 

There  were  sailing  matches  by  watermen's  boats,  and  rowing  matches 
which  finished  the  first  day. 

Second  Day. — The  aquatics  commenced  for  the  Queen's  Cup,  value 
100  sovs.,  open  to  yachts  of  any  royal  club — time  half  a  minute  up  to 
60  and  a  quarter  minute  per  ton  above.     The  following  contended  :*- 

Numbered  a$  in  HunCs  Yacht  Liatfor  1861. 


No 

Names  of  YaehU 

Rig 

Toni 

Owners 

Bnllden 

13 

Albertine   

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
sehoonei 

156 

21 

59 

119 

102 

Lord  Londesborough 
S.  Triscott,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
P.  F.  Blaett,  Esq. 
T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq 

Inman 

39 

Annie 

Triscott 

57 

Aadaz 

Harvey 
Nicholls 

680 

Mistletoe    

52 

Arrow 

Inman 

They  started  at  12h.  d3ra.  well  in  company,  but  the  Arrow  and 
Audax  soon  began  to  draw  ahead,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  Albertine 
only  had  any  chance.  On  the  completion  of  the  first  round  the  Arrow 
led  the  Audax  by  11  sec.»  with  Albertine  about  4m*  third*  In  the 
second  round  a  greater  gap  was  between  them. 

The  Mistletoe  had  given  up.  In  reaching  out  on  the  third  round  the 
Arrow  passed  to  windward  of  H.M.S.  Aboukir,  which  was  lying  in  the 
Sound,  and  the;  pilot  on  board  the  Audax  preferred  going  to  leeward* 
whereby  she  lost  much  time.  After  clearing  the  Eastern  mark-boat  she 
stood  out  to  sea  to  keep  the  wind,  and  in  going  about  she  caught  a  north- 
west slant,  which  had  sprung  up,  and  came  in  spanking;  and  the  Arrow^ 
by  her  keeping  too  close  in,  had  lost  the  breeze,  aod  finding  that  the 
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Audaz  had  passed  her,  hauled  down  her  flag,  and  they  came  in  as 

follows  :— 

h.   m.     B.  I  h.   m.     s. 

Andftx 6    42    12  I  Albertine.... 7    40    27 

The  Ladies^  Plate,  value  15  guineas,  given  bj  the  Town  for  yachts 
of  10  tons  and  under,  which  was  contested  by  Ida,  10  tons,  R.  Hosking, 
Enigma,  10  tons,  J.  C.  Pope,  and  Flight,  6  tons,  Marshall.  They  started 
at  2h.  4m.  5s.,  and  the  Ida  took  the  lead,  and  each  of  the  three  rounds 
were  well  contested  by  Enigma,  but  Ida  was  landed  a  winner  by  50sec 

The  next  was  a  sailing  match  by  yachts,  under  5  tons,  for  a  prize  of 
10  sovs.,  which  was  won  by  Gem,  T.  Brown. 

These  were  followed  by  rowing  matches,  which  concluded  the  regatta 
at  the  Port  of  Plymouth. 

Obftuaby.— We  have  learned,  with  regret,  that  Colonel  R.  W.  Huey,  the 
owner  of  the  now  celebrated  cutter  Osprey,  died  on  the  22nd  of  August,  at 
the  Medina  Hotel,  East  Cowes.  He  has  been  unwell  for  some  time,  and 
unable  to  witness  the  many  triumphs  of  his  favourite. 


BUTE  AND  COWAL  REGATTA. 

This  regatta  came  off  at  Rothesay,  on  Friday,  August  2drd,  and  lefl  nothing 
to  be  desired  by  lovers  of  nautical  sports.  The  breeze  was  magnificent,  and 
the  weather  a  bright  exception  to  our  late  dismal  weather.  The  stewards 
were — the  members  for  Argyll  and  Bute,  Messrs.  Lamont,  of  Knockdhu ; 
Lament,  of  Lamont ;  Campbell,  of  South  Hall,  and  Hoyle,  of  Kames ;  Pro- 
vost M.  Ewen,  and  Bailies  Brown  and  Mackirdy,  of  Rothesay ;  Capt.  Herbert 
Saodford,  and  Mr.  Jamieson,  of  Bombay.  Mr.  Finlay,  of  Castle  Toward, 
acted  as  commodore,  in  room  of  his  friend  Mr.  Lamont,  of  Knockdhu,  who 
was  prevented  from  attending  by  the  death  of  his  venerable  fether. 

The  prizes  offered  were — for  the  first-class  yachts  under  20  tons,  £2o 
in  specie ;  for  the  second  class,  under  10  tons,  a  handsome  cup,  value  12 
guineas,  presented  by  Mr.  Lament,  of  Knockdhu ;  and  a  prize  of  £1  for 
third-class  yachts  under  5  tons. 

The  first-class  race  created  unusual  interest,  fVom  the  fact  that  a  new 
racing  clipper,  built  at  Rothesay,  for  Mr.  Lamont  of  Lamont,  was  to  make 
her  dehii  on  this  occasion,  to  be  matched  against  the  crack  yachts  of  the 
Clyde  of  this  class — the  Swallow  and  St.  Kilda — and  although  she  was  un- 
fortunate on  this  occasion,  being  newly  launched,  and  hardly  in  proper  racing 
trim  she  is  likely  to  prove  hard  to  beat  by  anything  of  her  size.  The 
fourth  antagonist  was  a  small-looking  Thames  schooner,  on  a  cruise  in  Clyde 
waters,  and  thus  was  to  be  tested  the  still  vexed  question  as  to  the  superi- 
ority of  schooners  nerwM  cutters  on  equal  terms,  although  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  Violet  is  more  a  cruising  than  a  racing  craft.    At  12h.  80m.  the 
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followiDg  slipped  their  mooringB ;  and,  it  muBt  be  confessed,  four  handsomer 
little  clippers  never  spread  their  wings  to  the  breeze : — 

Numbered  om  in  HuHCa  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


No. 

Names  of  Yuhts 

RlflT. 

Tona 

Owners 

Builders. 

1056  Violet   

schooner 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

20 
20 
18 
16 

J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq. 
Frank  Powell,  Esq. 

Aldous 

927 
946 

&C«  j&llu&   .••.•••>•>•■• 

Canada  Works 

Swallow 

D.  J.  Penney.  Esq. 

Wanhiil 

Harriet 

A.  J.  Lament,  Esq. 

File 

The  schooner  immediately  showed  an  immensis  superiority  in  stiffness 
under  her  canvas,  and  soon  took  and  increased  her  lead  of  the  cutters,  and 
though  they  were  well  handled,  and  struggled  manfully  through  the  increasing 
wind  and  sea,  she  succeeded  in  holding  her  lead  to  the  finish,  and  came  in, 
after  a  gallant  and  exciting  struggle  with  the  Swallow,  a  winner  by  Im.  30b., 
the  St.  Kilda  giving  up  crippled,  and  the  Harriet  considerably  astern. 

The  second  yacht  race  was  won  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Hall,  with  his 
beautiful  little  yacht  "Azelia"  built  by  the  noted  Fife,  of  Fairlie,  she 
having  an  easy  victory  over  her  opponent,  the  Thetis. 

The  third-class  race  also  occasioned  couHiderable  excitement — a  trim  little 
4  ton  clipper,  the  Lightning,  having  been  just  lengthened  and  otherwise 
improved  by  a  Rothesay  builder,  Mr.  Fife,  to  contest  this  race  with  the 
Brunette,  which  has  been  hitherto  invincible  in  the  Clyde.  The  followiDg 
yachts  of  this  class  started  at  lb.  30m.: — Brunette,  cutter,  4  tons,  R.  Sharp; 
Lightning,  cutter,  4  tons,  W.  Day ;  Garibaldi,  cutter,  4  tons,  J.  File,  all 
built  at  Rothesay. 

By  this  time  the  breeze  had  greatly  increased,  and  these  tiny  craft  were 
forced  to  start  under  close -reefed  main  and  foresails  and  storm-jibs,  all  of 
them  knowing  well  what  they  had  to  encounter  before  carrying  off  the  prize. 
The  Lightning  led  off  bravely,  but  closely  pursued,  and  increased  her  dis- 
tance till  some  time  aAer  rounding  the  leeward  flag-boat.  After  beating 
up  to  Toward  Castle,  her  coamings  and  shelving  for  weather  ballast  gave 
way  with  a  crash,  and  **  the  boldest  held  his  breath  for  awhile.**  She  seemed 
immediately  to  come  to  a  stand-still,  and  five  minutes  or  more  elapsed  before 
again  ventured  on  her  course.  During  this  catastrophe  the  Brunette  came 
boldly  up,  and  passed  a  short  way  to  leeward.  The  Lightning,  however, 
made  another  effort,  but  though  boldly  struggling  through  the  now  heavy 
sea,  the  Brunette  more  than  kept  her  distance,  and  came  gallantly  in  a 
winner  by  eight  minutes.  The  Garibaldi  broke  down  shortly  afrer  turning 
to  leeward.  « 

Several  other  races  were  well  contested,  and  the  sports  were  wound  up  by 
a  remarkably  fine  display  of  fireworks.  We  must  not  omit  to  mention  that 
Mr.  Kirby,  the  winner  of  the  iS20  prize,  handed  to  the  secretary  a  subscrip- 
tion of  ^1  to  the  funds,  and  promised  a  ten  guinea  cup  for  next  year's 
regatta,  and  if  equally  successful,  ''may  we  be  there  to  see.'* 
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Avgusty  1861. 
Mr.  Editor. — Id  your  report  of  the  sailing  matches  for  Her  Majesty's  and 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort's  prizes  at  the  late  Royal  Tacht 
Squadron  Regatta,  and  also  in  several  other  journals,  I  read  the  following 
remark: — "A  hope  has  heen  expressed  to  us  that  the  old  Arrow*,  like  the 
Alarm,  will  retire  from  further  contests  with  all  the  honours  they  have  so 
nobly  won,  and  leave  the  field  open  to  other  yachts  who  might  thereby  be 
induced  to  enter." 

Now  as  owner  of  one  of  the  vessels  named,  and  one  who  has  never  omitted 
any  opportunity  of  assisting  and  promoting  the  best  interests  of  yacht  build- 
ing and  yacht  sailing,  as  far  as  his  humble  abilities  would  allow  o(  both  by 
money,  precept,  and  example,  I  cannot  for  one  moment  subscribe  to  such  a 
doctrine  as  that  a  yacht,  when,  by  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money, 
and  the  exercise  of  the  ingenuity  of  its  builder  and  owner,  it  shows  itself 
superior  to  other  vessels,  is  to  retire  from  any  further  competition  for  those 
very  prizes  which  are  generously  and  expressly  given  for  such  a  vessel,  and 
such  only ;  for  I  think  no  one  will  be  bold  enough  to  deny  that  the  gracious 
intention  both  of  Her  Majesty  and  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Consort,  in  giving 
these  handsome  prizes  to  be  annually  contended  for  is,  that  they  should  be 
rewards  for  the  best  yachts  in  every  particular,  and  as  stimulants  to  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  of  wealth  and  enterprise  to  encourage  and  promote,  as 
far  as  possible,  all  improvements  in  naval  architecture  :  and  this  being 
admitted,  I  must  contend  that  the  managers  of  regattas  where  these  royal 
prizes  are  given  have  no  more  right,  by  any  crude  regulations  of  their  own, 
to  misapply  them,  than  would  the  stewards  of  horse  races  be  justified  in  so 
handicapping  the  horses  for  Her  Majesty's  Plates  as  would  allow  of  an  infe- 
rior animal  carrying  away  the  prize  from  one  of  supeior  grade. 

I  believe  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  two  successful  yachts  for  the 
two  royal  prizes  at  Cowes,  were  the  two  best  vessels ;  but  little  merit  is  due 
to  the  regulations  under  which  they  sailed  that  they  received  their  just 
rewards,  for  had  the  weather  been  what  might  naturally  be  looked  for  in  the 
month  of  August,  viz:  light  airs  and  calm,  that  monstrous  absurdity,  time  for 
tonnage,  would  no  doubt  have  signally  frustrated  Her  Majesty's  and  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort's  generous  intentions.  The  nobility  and 
gentry  of  England  are  in  possession  of  ample  resources  in  wealth  and  science 
for  designing  and  building  vessels  that  might  successfully  compete  with  both 
Arrow  and  Alarm,  and  wrest  from  them  their  present  proud  position ;  and 
he  who  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  produce  such  a  yacht  would  receive 
from  no  quarter  more  sincere  congratulations  than  he  would  from 

Th£  Owner  of  thb  Arrow. 
Cranbury  Park, 

«  Has  the  Alarm  retired? 
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WINDERMERE  SAILING  CLUB  SECOND  REGATTA. 

July  24th. — A  haudsome  Cup,  presented  by  Mr.  Hall,  was  this  day  run  for 
by  the  following  yachts : — Meteor,  S.  Taylor,  Esq.j  Mosquito,  G.  8.  Sufreil, 
Esq. ;  Souvenir,  Rev.  J.  Bush ,  Gazelle,  G.  Ridehalgh,  Esq  ;  Mayflower,  6. 
H.  Puckle,  Esq.;  Wave  Crest,  Capt.  Ridehalgh,  Jilt,  J.  R.  Bridson,  Esq. 
The  Jilt  was  the  first  at  the  winning-post,  closely  followed  by  Mayflower ; 
but  in  consequence  of  too  many  fouls  during  the  race  the  cup  was  withheld, 
and  the  committee  finally  awarded  it  to  the  Mayflower. 

Tuesday^  30M. — This  day  the  first  heat  for  the  amateur*8  cup  was  to  have 
been  sailed,  but  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  gale  and  torrents  of  rain,  the  race 
was  postponed  to  the  following  day,  and  at  lib.  30m  the  following  yachts 
came  to  starting- buoys: — Meteor,  Souvenir,  Mosquito,  Jilt,  and  Wave  Crest, 
alter  a  well-contested  race,  the  Jilt  was  declared  the  winner  by  7^  minutes. 

August  IsL — The  second  heat  for  the  amateur  cup  was  sailed  this  day, 
and  at  11  o'clock  the  following  craft  started : — Wave  Crest,  Mayflower,  Jilt, 
Mosquito,  and  Souvenir.  The  Wave  Crest  and  Mayflower  took  the  lead  at 
starting,  but  were  soon  overhauled  by  the  Jilt,  and  they  arrived  at  the  flag- 
boat  on  their  return  as  follows :  Jilt,  2h.  34m.  34s.;  Wave  Crest,  2h.  43m.  248. ; 
Mayflower,  2h.  58m.  4s.  The  Jilt  had  to  allow  the  Wave  Crest  7i  minutes, 
so  won  by  1^  minutes.  The  Wave  Crest  is  a  fine  boat,  and  was  well  sailed. 
But  the  Jilt  is  undoubtedly  a  clipper,  like  the  rest  of  Hatcher*s  craf^;  and  her 
amateur  crew  handled  her  with  great  credit  to  themselves.  She  has  arrived 
first  at  the  flag-boat  five  races  out  of  six,  in  both  light  and  heavy  winds,  and 
has  fairly  earned  her  fame  as  an  Itchen  Ferry  clipper,  and  we  can  only  ex- 
press a  wish  that  the  example  of  her  spirited  owner,  J.  R.  Bridson,  Esq.,  may 
be  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  Windermere  Sailing  Club.  1  his  concludes 
the  W*indermere  regattas  for  this  season. 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Regattas. — We  must  claim  the  indulgence  of  our  subscribers  for  inflicting 
on  them  so  many  reports,  which,  if  we  were  not  to  do  so,  would  extend  into 
another  volume,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  such  records  should  be 
preserved. 

GiNRRVA.— A  portrait  of  this  fine  craft  among  icebergs  will  appear  in  October 
or  November. 

Fdll  and  Btb. — Accepted,  and  will  appear  next  month. 

CoNSTAKCE  ScHOONKR.— We  hayc  just  received  intelligence  that  this  yetsel 
was  lying  at  Cronstadt  on  August  8th,  and*  Mr.  Turner  and  friends  were  gone 
to  Moscow. 

An  Essex  Yachtsman.~(1}  Is  thanked  for  his  information,  the  mistake  was 
discovered  before  we  heard  from  him. — (2)  Respecting  the  party  named,  you 
are  wrong,  he  laughed  at  the  **fnn,''  but  said  nothing  that  we  heard. — (3)  From 
the  first  appearance  of  your  pet  we  have  done  her  justice  by  praising  her  build 
and  sailing  qualities. — (4)  A^  old  yacht  sailor  can  justify  his  opinion  respecting 
the  other,  and  in  a  way  which  would  delight  you,  if  he  chose.— -(5)  If  you  had 
manfully  given  a  name  you  would  have  gained  a  wrinkle  from  an  ancient 
mariner, —but  no  "dinner-man." 

All  commumcatiGns  to  he  addressed  to  the  Editor^  6,  New  Church  St,,  N.  W. 
HUNT  fc  Co.,  PrlnUn,  6,  New  Church  Street,  Edgwftre  Road. 
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THE  OAR. 

Probably  the  most  ancient  mode  of  propelling  boats  through  the 
water  by  handlabour  was  by  means  of  oars  of  nearly  the  same  shape, 
and  worked  in  the  same  manner,  as  those  now  in  use.  And  to  all 
appearance  there  is  no  likelihood  ^of  a  change,  for  although  many 
savage  tribes  work  their .  canoes  and  other  narrow  boats  with  hand- 
paddles,  and  attain  great  speed  with  them,  yet  seamen  of  civilized 
nations,  whose  boats  are  mostly  of  a  more  burdensome  character, 
and  whose  bodies  are  encumbered  with  clothing,  have,  without  ex- 
ception, given  preference  to  the  oar,  as  an  instrument  of  greater 
power,  and  worked  with  more  convenience. 

And  truly  there  is  ^no  more  beautiful  instrument  than  an  oar, 
when  we  consider  its  simplicity,  the  ease  with  which  it  is  worked, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  its  position  is  accommodated  to  the 
ever-varying  motion  of  the  boat  and  the  sea*s  surface.  It  has  often 
been  proposed — ^indeed  it  is  a  favorite  notion  with  theorists — to  pro- 
pel life-boats  by  rotatory  paddle-wheels  and  screws,  such  as  those  of 
steamers,  but  the  proposition  is  altogether  an  impracticable  one,  and 
its  trial  could  only  result  in  failure.  Where  great  power  and  velocity 
of  motion  can  be  applied  by  steam,  undoubtedly  the  rotatory  form  is 
the  most  convenient  mode  through  which  to  apply  it,  and  accord- 
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ing]y,  both  screws  and  paddle-wheels  work  advantageously,  until  the 
rolling  or  pitching  motion  of  a  ship  becomes  very  violent,  when  great 
waste  of  power  ensues  ;  for  instance,  when  a  ship  rolls  so  deeply  that 
the  paddles  are  alternately  too  deeply  immersed,  and  spinning  round 
in  the  air;  or  if  a  screw  ship,  when  she  pitches  so  much  that  the 
screw  is  raised  to  the  water's  surfacfe,  or  lifted  above  it.  When, 
therefore,  it  is  considered  how  much  more  violent  is  the  motion  of  a 
boat  in  a  heavy  broken  sea  than  that  of  'a  ship,  it  will  be  readily 
conceived  that  a  fixed  machine,  such  as  a  wheel  or  screw,  even  if  it 
could  be  worked  on  so  small  a  scale  by  steam  power,  would  do  so 
at  a  still  greater  disadvantage.  Whereas  the  oar,  obedient  to  the 
quick  eye  and  ready  arm,  varies  its  position  with  every  motion  of  the 
boat  or  wave,  and  in  skilful  hands  is  always  working  at  ^^full 
power." 

But  there  is  another  point  of  importance  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 
A  paddle-wheel  or  screw  cannot  be  worked  in  a  life-boat  by  steam 
power,  but  must  be  so  by  means  of  a  crank  worked  by  hand.  Now 
it  is  known  to  every  on^  that  the  muscles  of  the  human  body  are 
strengthened  by  use,  and  that,  therefore,  persons  engaged  on  any 
particular  bodily  labour  have  those  muscles  especially  strengthened 
that  are  constantly  brought  into  play.  Thus,  a  sailor  would  stand 
little  chance  in  a  walking-match  with  a  professional  pedestrian^ 
whilst  the  latter  would  as  vainly  attempt  to  overtake  the  former  in  a 
race  over  his  ship's  mast-head.  It  follows  then,  that,  apart  from  its 
other  advantages,  the  oar  is  possessed  of  this  especial  one,  that  it  is 
in  daily  use  by  the  only  class  of  men  on  the  coasts  who  are  available 
to  form  the  life-boat's  crew,  viz.  the  hardy  race  of  fishermen  and 
boatmen  who  earn  their  daily  bread  on  our  shores. 

An  oar  being,  then,  the  only  instrument  by  which  a  life-boat  can  be 
propelled,  too  much  care  cannot  be  bestowed"  on  it.  Its  size,  weight, 
length,  material,  width  of  blade,  balance,  mode  of  attachment  to  tlie 
gunwale ;  its  height  above  the  water,  and  above  the  thwart  on  which 
tlie  rower  is  seated,  and  the  distance  of  the  thwarts  and  oars  apart, 
are  all  points  of  much  importance  on  which  the  speed  of  the  boat,  or 
its  power  to  make  way  against  a  head  sea  much  depend. 

An  oar  is  a  simple  lever,  of  what  is  termed  the  second  order,  that 
is,  wherein  the  weight  of  body  to  be  moved  lies  between  the  fulcrum 
and  the  motive  power ;  the  water  being  the  fulcrum  of  the  lever,  the     j 
gunwale  of  the  boat  the  point  at  which  its  power  is  applied  to  the 


•  THE   OAR.  423 

Itioving  bodj  or  weight,  and  the  rowers*  arms  being  the  source  of 
power. 

Fir  oars  have  always  been  considered  the  most  desirable  for  life- 
boats, as  they  do  not  bend  so  much  as  ash  oars,  and  as  they  float 
much  lighter  in  the  water,  and  will  therefore  better  support  any  per- 
sons in  it  in  the  event  of  accident.  Experiments  have  been  made  by 
the  The  National  Id/e-Boat  Institution  to  test  the  relative  strength 
of  oars,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  an  oar  made  from  a  good  white 
Norway  batten,  or  from  a  white  Baltic  spar,  will  bear  as  great  a 
strain  as  any  other,  each  being  as  free  of  knots  as  possible. 

The  length  of  an  oar  must  of  course  be  proportional  to  the  width 
of  the  boat,  and  it  should  be  so  poised  on  the  gunwale  that  the 
rower  can  raise  or  depress  it  or  move  it  in  any  direction  with  the 
smallest  effort.  An  oar  should  be  not  less  than  five  inches  wide 
in  the  blade,  or  it  will  expose  so  small  a  surface  to  the  water  as  to 
cut  through  it,  and  so  work  on  a  too  yielding  fulcrum,  with  com- 
parative loss  of  power. 

The  height  above  the  thwarts  of  the  thowl  or  rowlock  in  which  the 
oar  works  on  the  gunwale  should  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  rower 
to  lift  the  blade  well  above  the  waves  by  depressing  the  loom  or 
handle;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  not  be  so  high  as  to  require 
him  to  raise  his  arms  above  the^  level  of  his  chest  in  rowing,  in 
which  case  he  will  row  with  much  less  force,  and  be  much  sooner 
fatigued.  A  height  of  eight  inches  from  the  thwarts  to  the  oar  on 
the  gunwale  will  be  found  a  suitable  average. 

Lastly,  the  mode  of  confining  the  oar  to  the  gunwale  of  the  boat 
is  of  much  consequence.  The  most  common  modes,  in  ordinary 
boats,  are  rowlocks  and  double  pins,  between  which  the  oar  works, 
but  as  an  oar  is  liable  to  jamb  in  the  rowlock  or  between  the  pins, 
when  rowing  in  a  rough  sea,  and  thereby  to  get  broken,  or  to  dam- 
age the  gunwale,  the  oars  of  life-boats  have  generally  been  worked  in 
a  rope  grummet  or  ring,  over  a  single  iron  thowl-pin;  a  further 
advantage  of  this  plan  being  that  it  enables  the  oars  to  lie  along  the 
outside  of  the  boat  when  not  in  use,  and  thus  saves  the  necessity  of 
unshipping  them  and  getting  them  in-board  on  going  alongside  a 
wreck,  which  is  a  great  advantage. 

A  new  description  of  swivel-crutch,  intended  as  a  substitute  for  a 
grummet,  has  recently  been  planned  for  the  National  Institution's 
life-boats,  by  its  inspector,  Capt.  Ward,  R.N.,  which  is  found  to  have 
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the  advantages  of  the  gmramot,  and  to  be  more  conrenient  in  some 
respects. 

As  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  very  useful  kind  of  crutch,  for  general 
(ue  is  boatB)  we  subjoin  a  sketch  of  it. 

Fig.  1  re[weeents  the  inside  of  a  boat's  gunwale,  with  a  section  of 
the  oar  within  the  crutch,  the  latter  supported  on  the  gunwale  in  the 
position  in  which  it  remuns  whilst  the  oat  is  in  use : — a  is  an  ordi- 
nary iron  thowl-pin ;  b,  the  crutch,  also  of  galvanized  iron,  which 
nrolves  round  the  tbowl,  as  an  axis ;  c,  a  clamp  or  chock,  which  re- 
ceives the  lower  end  of  the  thowl ;  if,  a  section  of  the  oar ,  0,  a  short 
lanyard  with  a  running  eye,  which  is  slipped  over  the  head  of  the 
thowl  whenever  the  oar  is  required  to  hang  over  the  ude ;  /,  the 
gunwale. 

Fig.  I. 


•^ 


Fig.  2,  shows  the  oar  when  let  go  by  the  rower  and  allowed  to 
hang  alongsside  outside  the  gunwale : — a,  the  thowl ;  b,  the  crutch; 
e,  the  leathering  on  the  oar,  to  prevent  chafe;  d,  the  oar  as  hung 
alongside;  a  the  lanyard  spliced  round  the  oar  below  the  leatheriof^ 
and  nailed  on  to  prevent  its  slipping  round  or  along  the  oar ;/,  the 
gunwale. 


The  priocipal  advantage  of  tlie  swivel-cratches  over  grummets  is, 
that  they  are  of  a  more  durable  character,  are  fixtures,  and  so  not 
liable  to  be  misled  or  lost,  and  retain  always  the  same  size  and 
shape,  whereas  a  grummet  is  liable  to  stretch  hj  use,  when  the  oar 
will  work  too  loosely  in  it. 
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CRUISE  OF  THE  GINEVRA  SCHOONER. 

Thb  illustration  with  the  present  number  represents  this  vessel  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Spitzbergen,  where  she  carried  her  intrepid 
owner  and  another  choice  spirit,  in  search  of  adventures  among  the 
icebergs  in  this  cold  region.  The  result  of  that  voyage  he  has  given 
to  the  public  in  an  excellent  work,  entitled  "  Seasons  with  Sea  JIar- 
ses"*  which  we  noticed  in  the  July  number.  Since  then  we  have 
again  perused  it  and  cannot  refrain  from  giving  two  or  three  extracts: 

"  About  2h,  a«m.  on  the  Ist  of  July  we  passed  Bear  or  Cherie  Island, 
so  called,  I  presume,  on  the  luctu  a  non  lucendo  principle,  because  it 
certainly  produces  neither  bears  nor  cherries  at  the  present  day.  I  be- 
lieve the  real  reasons  for  its  nomenclature  are,  that  some  of  the  early 
Dutch  navigators,  on  their  way  to  China,  once  saw  a  bear  here,  and 
that  an  English  expedition,  sent  out  by  Alderman  Cherie  of  London, 
afUrwards  erroneously  fancied  that  they  were  the  discoverers  of  the  is* 
land,  and  tried  to  supplant  its  original  name  by  that  of  their  patron. 
There  is  siud  to  be  plenty  of  good  coal  cropping  out  of  a  precipice  on 
the  island. 

**  Although  this  was  the  third  time  that  I  have  passed  dose  by  Bear 
Island,  I  had  never  yet  actually  been  able  to  see  it,  as  it  is  generally 
shrouded  by  impenetrable  mist.  One  can,  however,  always  tell  when 
you  approach  it  by  the  enormous  quantities  of  gulls,  puffins,  guillemots, 
razor*bills,  divers,  &c.^  which  use  it  as  a  sort  of  head-quarters  and  nur- 
sery, and  afford  to  the  mariner  a  perfect  index  to  its  proximity. 

*<  The  thermometer  here  fell  to  860^  and  a  fresh  gale  of  south-west 
wind  sprang  up,  and  carried  us  at  the  rate  of  11  knots  an  hour,  until 
we  sighted  South  Cape,  the  southernmost  promontory  of  West  Spits- 
bergen, at  Ih.  a.m.  on  the  2nd. 

<<  We  had  been  steering  rather  to  the  west,  so  as  to  keep  dear  dur- 
ing the  gale  of  the  heavy  drift-ice  which  our  pilot  expected  to  be  Ijring 
off  the  south-east  of  the  island,  and  we  now  had  to  alter  our  course  to 
nearly  due  east,  so  as  to  reach  the  appointed  rendezvous.  We  got  theie 
in  the  evening,  and  found  the  little  harbour  blocked  up  by  heavy  loe, 
which  extended  all  along  the  coast  There  was  no  appearance  of  the 
sloop,  so  we  got  out  one  of  the  boats,  and  sent  the  pilot  ashore  with  a 
letter,  enclosed  in  a  bottle,  addressed  to  Isaac  the  skyppar,  saying  we 
had  been  there,  and  would  return  in  a  few  days. 

^'  There  are  some  old  ruinous  Russian  huts  on  this  promontory ,  one 
*  By  James  Lament,  Esq.-^London:  Hurst  and  Blackett. 
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of  which  we  made  use  of  as  a  post-office,  by  hanging  the  bottle  up  inside 
of  it. 

**  It  was  very  difficult  to  get  the  boat  through  the  ice  alongshore,  and 
the  whole  country  was  covered  with  deep  slushy  snow  ;  we  saw  nothing 
ashore  but  a  few  Brent  geese  and  Eider  ducks." 

**  I  have  often  been  asked  "  what  the  inhabitants  of  Spitzbergen  are 
like?  "  but  I  need  scarcely  mention  to  the  intelligent  reader  that  Spits- 
bergen never  has  been  inhabited;  unless  we  indude  under  that  term  the 
flourishing  summer  settlement  of  Smeerenberg,  or  New  Amsterdam, 
near  Ebikluyts*  Headland,  which  was  the  rendezvous  and  boiling  esta- 
blishment of  the  Dutch  whaling  fleet  during  the  palmy  days  of  the 
Spitzbergen  whale-fishery  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

**  Smeerenberg  {Anfflice,  Blubber  Town)^  indeed,  arrived  at  such  a 
degree  of  civilisation  and  refinement,  that  ^  hot  rolls '  were  to  be  had 
every  morning  for  breakfast ;  and,  if  report  speaks  true,  even  the 
charms  of  female  society  were  not  wanting  to  '  emoUify  the  manners,' 
and  lighten  the  pockets,  of  the  successhii  fishers.  But  Smeerenberg 
was  only  a  summer  settlement,  and  was  always  entirely  abandoned  at 
the  approach  of  winter. 

''  Spitzbergen  (literally  *  sharp-topped  mountains')  was  discovered 
and  named  in  1696  by  the  third  expedition  under  William  Barentx,  a 
Dutchman,  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  navigators  of  the  age,  who 
«fas  sent  by  the  States-General  of  Holland  to  try  to  discover  a  north- 
east  passage  to  China,  a  chimerical  project,  which  in  those  days  caused 
the  sacrifice  of  even  more  lives  and  treasure  than  the  search  after  a 
north-west  passage  in  later  times.  Barentz  himself,  and  a  number  of 
his  crew,  lost  their  lives  in  this  expedition  ;  and  the  remainder  only 
escaped  by  taking  to  their  boats,  after  passing  a  winter  of  incredible 
hardships  on  the  coast  of  Nova  Ziembla,  where  they  had  g^t  beset^  and 
were  compelled  to  abandon  their  vessel. 

*'  In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  Spitzbergen  became 
the  seat  of  the  most  flourishing  whale-fishery  that  ever  existed,  as  many 
aa  between  400  and  600  sail  of  vessels,  principally  Dutch  and  Ham- 
burgers, resorting  there  in  the  season.  It  then  became  obvious  that 
it  would  be  very  advantageous  if  something  in  the  shape  of  a  per- 
manent settlement  or  colony  could  be  found  iu  Spitzbergen  ;  and  the 
merchants  engaged  in  the  trade  offi^red  rewards  to  their  crews,  to  induce 
some  of  them  to  make  the  hazardous  experiment  of  trying  whether 
hunutn  life  could  be  supported  there  during  the  winter.  For  a  long 
time  this  was  believed  to  be  impossible  ;  and,  as  no  volunteers  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  risk  their  lives  in  the  solution  of  the  interesting 
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problem,  an  English  company  hit  upon  the  ingenious  and  economical 
idea  of  trying  it  upon  some  criminals  who  were  under  sentence  of  death 
iu  London.  Accordingly  they  procured  *  a  grant '  of  these  culprits 
—probably  sheep-stealers,  papists,  or  some  such  atrocious  criminals— 
and  offered  them  their  lives  on  condition  that  they  would  pass,  or  try 
to  pass,  one  winter  in  wSpitaibergen.  Of  course  Uiey  were  glad  to  pur- 
chase their  lives  on  any  terms,  and  at  once  acceded  to  the  conditions. 
They  were  taken  out  in  one  of  the  whalers,  and  a  hut  was  erected  for 
their  winter  quarters  ;  but  when  the  fleet  was  about  to  depart,  and  they 
saw  the  awful  gloomy  hills,  already  white  with  the  early  snows,  and  felt 
the  howling  gales  of  the  north-east  wind,  their  hearts  utterly  failed 
them,  and  they  entreated  the  captain  who  had  charge  of  them  to  take 
them  back  to  London  and  let  them  be  hanged,  in  pursuance  of  their 
original  sentence,  rather  than  leave  them  to  perish  in  such  a  horrible 
country  I  The  captain  seems  to  have  had  more  of  the  "  milk  of  human 
kindness"  in  him  than  his  philanthropic  employers,  for  he  acceded  to 
their  request,  and  took  them  back  to  London.  As  hanging  them  would 
not  have  been  of  any  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  company,  they  were  then 
good  enough  to  procure  a  pardon  for  the  men. 

"  This  story  reminds  me  of  a  conversation  which  I  once  heard  some 
of  my  yacht's  crew  holding  together.  They  were  discussing  the  respec- 
tive merite  of  hot  and  cold  countries— the  West  Indies  versus  Spite- 
bergen ;  and  one  fellow  was  urging  that,  although  *  neither  rem  nor 
tobacco  grew  in  Spitsbergen,'  still  the  continual  *  blow-out'  of  £at  rein- 
deer which  it  seemed  to  afford,  might  be  considered  as  a  point  in  its 
favour.  To  him  the  other:—*  Well,  Bob,  all  I  can  say  Is,  that  I  would 
a  deuced  sight  rather  go  to  the  West  Indies  and  be  hanged  there,  than 
die  a  natural  death  in  this  here  ■■         country!' 

"  Soon  after  the  failure  of  the  criminal  plan,  the  experiment  of  win- 
tering in  Spitzbergen  was  involuntarily  tried  by  four  Russian  sailors, 
whose  vessel  was  lost  or  driven  away  by  ice  while  they  were  ashore,  on 
a  desolate  part  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  island*  These  poor  fellows 
had  nothing  but  what  they  stood  up  in,  with  one  gun  and  a  few  charges 
of  ammunition  ;  but  they  appear  to  have  been  men  of  a  very  different 
stamp  from  the  London  jail-birds,  and  they  at  once  set  to  work  to  make 
the  best  of  things.  They  built  a  hut,  and  killed  some  reindeer  with 
their  gun,  and  then,  their  ammunition  being  exhausted,  they  manu* 
factured  bows  and  arrows,  spears,  and  harpoons,  of  drift-wood.  They 
pointed  their  weapons  with  bones  and  pieces  of  their  now  useless  g^n, 
and  twisted  their  bow-strings  out  of  reindeer's  entrails.  They  made  traps 
and  nets  for  birds  and  foxes.     With  these  rude  and  imperfect  weapons 
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they  not  only  provided  themselves  with  food  aod  raiment,  hut  kept  off 
the  assaults  of  the  Polar  bears.  It  is  almost  incredible  ;  but  these  men 
not  only  survived,  but  preserved  good  health  for  six  long  years.  It 
seems  eztrat)rdinary  that  such  energetic  fellows  as  they  clearly  were 
should  not,  in  all  that  time,  have  contrived  to  travel  across  the  country, 
or  round  the  shore,  to  the  west  coast,  were  they  would  have  been  cer- 
tain of  relief  every  summer,  especially  as  they  were  on  the  most  desolate 
part  of  the  island,  and  one  often  inaccessible,  and  always  little  fre- 
quented by  the  whalers.  In  the  sixth  year  of  their  captivity,  one  of  the 
four  died,  and  the  survivors  began  to  lose  all  hope  of  deliverance,  and 
to  fall  into  a  state  of  despondence,  which  would  certainly  have  soon 
proved  fatal  to  them  all,  had  not  a  vessel  at  this  time  fortunately  ap- 
proached the  coast  and  rescued  them«  During  their  long  banishment 
these  poor  Robinson  Crusoes  had  killed  such  quantities  of  bears,  deer, 
seals,  and  foxes,  that  the  proceed^  of  the  skins  and  blubber  made  a  small 
fortune  for  them. 

*'  Other  parties  of  winterers  were  left  on  these  desolate  shores,  both 
accidentally  and  intentionally,  and  although  in  some  cases  they  all 
miserably  perished,  still  the  possibility  of  maintaining  life  throughout 
the  horrors  of  a  Spitzbergen  winter  was  made  manifest,  and  a  company 
of  Russian  traders  in  Archangel  organised  a  regular  wintering  establish- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  hunting  the  seal  and  the  walrus,  the  Polar 
bear  and  the  reindeer.  Their  men  were  left  there  in  September  or 
October,  and  were  distributed  in  small  parties  of  two,  three,  or  four  in- 
dividuals each,  in  wooden  huts,  which  had  beeb  constructed  in  Arch- 
angel, and  were  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  coasts  and  islands  of 
Spitzbergen.  The  men  were  paid  by  a  share  of  the  proceeds,  and  were 
supplied  by  their  employers  with  provisions,  consisting  principally  of 
rye-meal,  salt  pork,  and  tea.  They  had  a  sort  of  head-quarters  esta- 
blishment at  Hvalfiske  Point,  which  was  under  the  charge  of  a  super- 
intendent or  clerk,  who  distributed  the  supplies  to  the  hunters  and  col- 
lected the  skins  and  blubber  from  the  different  outposts  ;  and  the 
company  sent  over  a  vessel  in  the  month  of  May  every  yaar,  to  relieve 
the  men  and  carry  the  proceeds  of  their  labour  to  Archangel. 

**  It  was  probably  found  to  be  too  severe  a  strain  upon  the  constitu- 
tion to  pass  successive  winters  in  this  way,  as  I  believe  it  was  usual  for 
these  men  only  to  remain  every  alternate  winter  in  Spitzbergen.  In 
1858^  I  was  informed  there  was  still  living  at  Kola,  in  Lapland,  an  aged 
Russian  who  had  actually  wintered  thirty --five  alternate  seasons  at  Spitz- 
bergen. Many  of  these  hardy  fellows,  however,  succumbed  to  scurvy 
and  the  hardships  they  endured,  and  many  hundreds  roust  have  thus 
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miserably  perished,  as  the  traveller  in  these  awful  solitudes  freqoentlj 
comes  across  the  ruins  of  a  small  log-hut,  with  two  or  three  green 
mounds  or  cairns  of  stones  in  front  of  it ;  and  it  is  also  common  enoi^h 
to  see  the  skeletons  of  the  hapless  Russians  bleaching  alongside  of  those 
of  the  bears  and  reindeer  they  had  killed  and  subsisted  on  while  liTiog. 
They  seem  to  have  killed  an  immense  quantity  of  animals  of  different 
sorts,  and  the  consequent  profits  must  have  been  large,  as,  in  spite  of 
the  number  of  lives  which  were  lost,  the  establishment  was  kept  up 
until  about  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  when  such  a  dismal  tragedy 
occurred  at  Hvalfiske  Point,  that  the  company  was  broken  up,  and  I 
believe  no  one  has  ever  since  wintered  in  Spitzbergen. 

"  During  the  summer  of  the  year  in  question,*  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
heavy  drift-ice  surrounded  Hvalfiske  Point  and  all  the  southern  coast  of 
East  Spitzbergen.  The  men  belonging  to  the  Russian  establishment 
had  all  come  in  from  the  various  outposts,  and  were  assembled  at  the 
head-quarters  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  waiting  to  be  relieved  by  the 
annual  vessel  irom  Archangel.  By  a  concurrence  of  bad  fortune^  this 
vessel  was  lost  on  her  voyage  over,  and  was  never  heard  of  again.  Hie 
crews  of  the  other  vessels  in  Spitzbergen  know  nothing  of  these  men, 
or  if  they  did,  they  naturally  supposed  that  the  care  of  relieving  them 
might  safely  be  left  to  their  own  vessels,  as  nothing  was  yet  known  of 
her  loss  either  thert  or  at  the  Archangel.  The  ice  in  the  sommer 
months  prevented  any  vessel  from  accidentally  approaching  Hyalfiske 
Point,  and  no  one  went  near  it  until  the  end  of  August,  when  a  party 
of  Norwegians,  who  heA  l6st  their  own  vessel,  travelled  along  the  shore 
to  seek  for  assistance  from  the  Russian  establishment;  but  on  approach- 
ing the  huts  they  were  horror-struck  to  find  its  inmates  all  dead.  Four- 
teen of  the  unhappy  men  had  recently  been  buried  in  shallow  graves  in 
front  of  the  huts,  two  lay  dead  just  outside  the  threshold,  and  the 
remaining  two  were  lying  dead  inside,  one  on  the  floor  and  the  other 
in  bed.  The  latter  was  the  superintendent,  who  had  been  able  to  read 
atj^  write,  and  a  journal-book  lying  beside  him  beside  him  contained 
a  record  of  their  sad  fate. 

'*  It  appeared  that  early  in  the  season  scurvy  of  a  malignant  character 
had  attacked  them;  some  had  died  at  the  out-stations,  and  the  survivon 
had  with  difficulty  assembled  at  the  head-quarter  station,  and  were  in 
hopes  of  being  speedily  relieved  by  the  vessel ;  but  the  latter  not 
arriving,  their  stores  got  exhausted,  and  the  umisual  quantity  of  ice  sur- 
rounding the  coast  prevented  them  from  getting  seals  or  wildfowl  on 
the  sea  or  on  the  shore.     In  addition  to  the  scurvy,  they  then  had  the 

*  I  forget  the  precise  date,  but  I  think  it  was  either  1850  or  1851. 
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horrors  of  hunger  to  contend  with,  and  they  gradually  died  one  after 
another,  and  were  buried  by  their  surviving  companions,  until  at  last 
only  four  reniained.  Then  two  more  died,  and  the  other  two,  not 
having  strength  to  bury  them,  dragged  their  bodies  outside  the  hut  and 
left  them  there.  These  two  then  lay  down  in  bed  together  to  awtut 
theur  own  fate,  and  when  one  of  them  died,  the  last  man — ^the  writer  o£ 
the  journal-o^had  only  sufficient  strength  remaining  to  push  his  dead 
companion  out  of  the  bed  on  to  the  floor,  and  he  had  soon  afterwards 
expired  himself,  only  a  few  days  before  the  Norwegian  party  arrived. 
The  Russians  had  a  large  pinnace  in  the  harbour,  and  several  small  boats 
on  shore^  but  the  ice  at  first  prevented  them  reaching  the  open  sea,  and 
latterly,  when  the  ice  opened  obt,  those  who  survived  so  long  were 
much  too  weak  to  make  any  use  of  the  boats.  The  shipwrecked  Nor* 
wegians,  therefore,  took  advantage  of  the  pinnace  to  effect  their  own 
escape  to  Uammerfest,  carrying  with  them  the  poor  superintendent's 
journal*  which  the  Russian  consul  at  that  port  transmitted  to  Arch« 
angel.'' 
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On  the  25th  of  July  the  annual  aquatic  sports  commenced,  and  were 
witnessed  by  some  thousands  from  the  different  towns,  both  far  and 
near,  A  numerous  flotilla  of  yachts  contributed  greatly  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  meeting.  A  strong  S.S.W.  wind,  in  fact  nearly  half  a  gale, 
gave  the  several  crews  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  nautical  skill. 

The  first  race  was  for  two  prizes,  viz.,  a  cup,  value  60  sovs.,  for  the 
first  vessel,  and  another,  value  15  sovs.,  for  the  second.  Time  race,  for 
any  rig.     The  following  entered  :— 

Numbered  as  in  HunCi  Yacht  Liet  for  1861. 


No 


Names  of  Yaohls 


1056  Violet 

lAntagonist 

ISAlbertine   

794Qaeen , 

807  Kapid 

29  Amber  Witch 


Rig 

Tom 

schooner 

18 

cutter 

25 

schooner 

130 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

47 

yawl 

51 

Owners 


John  B.  Kirby,  Esq, 
Thos.  Bigg,  Ksq. 
Lord  Londesborough 
Capt.  Whitbread 
Major  Bannister,  V.C. 
Capt.  Bacon. 


Bnildera 


Aldous 

Inmann 
WanhiU 
Inmann 
WanhiU 


The  Violet  did  not  make  her  appearance,  and  the  Antagonist,  after 
running  ahout  half-way  down  the  coast,  which  was  round  the  Bull  huoy 
off  the  SpurUy  retired.  The  morning  was  cloudy,  hut  the  wind  was  alt 
that  could  be  desired,  espedally  for  a  vessel  of  the  Alber tine's  size.     So 
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far  she  had  the  race  in  her  favour.  At  lOh.  50in.  the  preparatory  gun 
was  fired,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  start  took  place.  The  Rapid  was 
the  first  ofF,  and  was  quickly  followed  by  the  Amber  Witch  and  the 
Queen,  the  schooners  being  a  few  minutes  longer  in  getting  ap  their 
weightier  canvas.  The  enormous  seals  of  the  commodore's  vessel  looked 
very  beautiful,  as  she  started  like  some  huge  sea  bird  after  her  smaller 
rivals.  But  it  was  soon  evident  that  in  point ^of  speed,  with  a  free  windy 
she  was  much  superior,  and  before  reaching  the  Hobbles  she  had  taken 
the  lead,  and  every  moment  increased  the  space  between  herself  and  the 
Rapid  and  the  other  vessels.  In  returning  from  thd  Bull  float,  the 
Albertine  was  ahead,  but  as  she  had  to  allow  the  Rapid  and  Amber 
Witch  about  40  minutes  each,  it  was  'doubtful  whether  she  would  gain 
sufficient  time.  The  Amber  Witch  followed  the  large  schooner,  and 
the  Rapid  and  Queen  kept  pretty  close,  the  former  leading.  Sabse- 
quently  the  Queen  gradually  gained:  and  the  Rapid  took  the  Lincoln- 
shire side  of  the  river,  a  course  which  evidently  did  not  avail  her.  In 
a  few  minutes  after  the  Albertine  got  up.  About  four  o'clock  the 
Amber  Witch  rounded  the  winning  post,  making  a  very  good  second  , 
and  the  Queen  followed  a  little  distance  astern,  the  Rapid  being  about 
half  a  length  in  the  rear.  Notwithstanding  the  Albertine  came  in 
first,  the  allowance  she  had  to  make  placed  her  the  last  on  the  list ;  and 
the  Queen,  which  came  in  third,  received  the  first  prize,  and  Amber 
Witch  second. 

Albertine  had  to  allow  Queen 52m.  SOs. 

„  ,,  Rapid  41m.  30s. 

9f            „             Amber  Witch  •••  39m.  30s. 
Amber  Witch  to  allow  Queen 13m.    Os. 

yy  „  Rapid    2m.    Os. 

The  Amber  Witch  arrived  4  minutes  after  the  Albertine,  and  the 
Queen  12m.  30s.  after  Amber  Witch,  thus  becoming  the  winner  of 
the  principal  prize. 

The  noble  Commodore  (Lord  Londesborough)  presented  the  first 
prize  cup  to  Capt.  Whitbread,  of  the  Queen  ;  and  the  second  to  CapL 
Bacon,  of  the  Amber  Witch.  The  yachts  were  well  handled,  and  the 
uncertainty  which  for  a  time  prevailed  at  the  close,  as  to  the  result  of 
the  contest,  invested  it  with  much  interest. 

During  the  sailing  of  the  above  race,  the  next  on  the  card  was  pro- 
ceeding,  likewise  for  two  prizes  for  yachts  not  exceeding  15  tons  : — the 
first  prize,  a  piece  of  plate  value  20  guineas  ;  and  the  second  a  cup, 
value  6  guineas.     The  entries  were  : — Fairy,  schooner,  9  tons,  Mr.  J. 


ROTAL  YORKSHIRE  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA.      433 

Spence ;  the  Brunette,  schooner,  1 1  tons,  Mr.  C.  Simpson ;  the  Un- 
dine, cutter,  8  tons,  Capt.  Cater,  R.N. ;  and  the  Pearl,  cutter,  10  tons, 
Mr.  Francis  Iloare.  Of  these,  however,  the  Pearl  did  not  start,  as  her 
owner  considered  the  weather  too  rough  for  his  light  craft,  and  the 
Brunette,  after  hearing  down  the  river,  ahout  halfway,  also  thought 
better  of  it,  and  left  the  course  open  to  the  Undine  and  Fairy,  which 
held  stoutly  on  to  the  end,  and  did  not  sustain  any  damage.  The 
match,  reduced  to  two  competitors,  was,  however,  somewhat  deprived 
of  its  full  interest.  The  gallant  little  Undine  obtained  and  maintained 
the  lead,  coming  in  close  upon  the  larger  craft  which  had  been  engaged 
in  the  first  match,  and  leading  some  of  th^  lookers-on  to  the  conclusion 
that  with  a  good  strong  wind  an  allowance  of  half  a  minute  per  ton  for 
inferior  tonnage  is  more  than  the  actual  nature  of  the  case  calls  for. 
The  Undine,  of  course,  received  the  first  prize,  and  the  Fairy  the 
second. 

There  was  an  excellent  rowing-match  between  the  Kingston,  Lincoln, 
and  St.  George's  Clubs,  which  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  amongst 
the  shoregoing  people,  and  the  Kingston  was  hailed  the  winner,  the 
crew  of  which  were  Messrs.  Toogood,  Halliwell^  W.  Sissons,  Glossop, 
J.  B.  Sissons,  Mason,  and  W.  J.  llobinsou  coxswain. 

A  keel  race  also  took  place,  which  is  confined  to  the  locality,  and  of 
course  caused  some  stir  among  *'  the  natives."  The  Beaumont  beat  six 
others. 

Duck  hunts  and  other  amusements  closed  the  day. 

Second  day  opened  rather  dismally — in  fact,  it  was  wet,  and  the 
aspect  of  affairs  did  not  appear  particularly  lively.  However,  as  the 
day  advanced  things  looked  up,  and  by  noon,  when  the  remaining  events 
were  proceeded  with,  the  rain  clouds  had  cleared  off.  The  most  inte- 
resting affair  gone  into  was  a  contest  for  a  cup,  of  the  value  of  20  guineas, 
^ven  by  Mr.  T.  Holden,  Deputy  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Yorkshire  coast, 
and  open  to  yachts  of  any  tonnage  sailing  in  connection  with  the  club. 
In  this  match  there  were  seven  entries,  viz.,  the  Brunette,  11  tons,  Mr. 
C.  Simpson ;  the  Sylph,  schooner,  Mr.  H.  Bugg ;  the  Antagonist, 
25  tons,  Mr.  T.  Bigg  ;  the  Pearl,  10  tons,  Mr.  F.  Hoare  ;  the  Amber 
"Witch,  51  tons,  Capt.  Bacon  ;  the  Rapid,  47  tons,  Major  Bannister  ; 
and  the  Undine,  8  tons,  Capt  Cator,  R.N.  The  contest  was  well 
maintained,  and  extended  over  about  six  hours.  Ihe  Amber  Witch 
and  Rapid,  the  two  largest  yachts,  gradually  distanced  their  competitors^ 
and  came  in  first,  the  Undine  being  third,  the  Antagonist  fourth,  the 
Pearl  fifth,  the  Brunette  sixth,  and  the  Sylph  seventh. 

A  contest  between  fishing  boats,  for  a  prize  of  20  sovs.,  next  took 
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place,  and  was  shared  in  by  several  Paull  shrimperSy  craft  of  aboQt  6 
tons.     The  Rapid  (W.  Wilkin)  carried  off  the  prize. 

The  most  amusing  item  in  the  daj's  proceeding  was  a  Scalling 
Match  in  Tubs  of  four  feet  diameter,  the  prize  being  a  Silver  Cup,  sub- 
scribed for  by  a  number  of  the  ladies  of  Hull  and  district.  Three 
entered,  viz.,  the  Tiger,  Jaundice,  and  Aunt  Sally  ;  but  only  the  Tiger, 
manned  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Lyons,  and  the  Aunt  Sally,  by  Mr.  Allen  Jackson, 
actually  competed.  After  an  active  struggle,  Mr.  Lyons  won  by  about 
200  yards. 

A  second  match  was  got  up  for  keels,  and  fifteen  started.  The  six 
leaders  came  in  at  the  close  as  follows  :— John  Hurst  (W.  Thompson), 
Hope  (Morris),  John  Malcolm  (W.  Thompson),  Sally  (E^le,  Woodall, 
and  Co.),  Rhine  (G.  Patrick),  and  Vine  (R.  Hewson).  It  was  con- 
tended, however,  that  the  Hurst  passed  the  wrong  buoy  when  a  coq- 
siderable  distance  ahead  of  the  others.  It  should  also  be  meotioaed 
that  a  rather  serious  ooUision  took  place  between  the  Vine  and  the  Ex- 
change, one  of  the  competitors  not  mentioned  above. 

A  match  between  man-of-war  boats,  for  5  sovs.,  was  contested  by 
two  sturdy  crews  of  marines  and  sailors  ;  and  a  punt,  duck  hunt,  &c., 
brought  the  two  days'  agreeable  sports  to  a  conclusion. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  regattas  known  oa  the 
Humber  for  many  years  ;  and  g^eat  expectations,  from  the  zest  with 
which  the  Commodore  enters  into  the  details,  are  anticipated.  The 
club  has  wealthy  members,  and  every  requisite  necessary  to  become  one 
of  the  first  in  the  pleasure  navy.  • 


SWANSEA  REGATTA. 

Ths  weather  on  this  occasion  (Aug.  15th.  and  16th)  was  delightfo), 
accompanied  by  a  splendid  breeze  from  W.S.W.,  which  tended  much  to 
enhance  the  pleasures  of  those  engaged  in  the  several  contests.  An 
immense  number  of  persons  attended  on  shore  to  witness  the  gaieties  of 
this  annual  /eie.  The  following  gentlemen  formed  the  sailing  com- 
mittee : — J.  C.  Richardson,  Esq.  (Mayor  of  Swansea  ;  H.  H.  Vivian, 
Esq.,  M.P.  ;  h.  L.  Dillwyn,  Esq.,  m.p.  ;  S.  Benson,  Elsq.  (Chairman  of 
the  Harbour  Trust)  ;  J.  T.  Jenkin,  Esq. ;  W.  Pegg,  Esq.  (Umpire) ; 
S.  Padley,  Esq.  (Treasurer);  G.  Young,  Esq.  (Secretary);  and  J. 
Lewis,  whose  exertions  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  several  competi- 
tors elicited  much  commendation.  A  brass  band  belonging  to  the 
Rifles  enlivened  the  scene  by  sweet  music.  The  ships  in  harbour  were 
gaily  dressed)  and  many  of  the  yachts,  also,  were  gorgeously  decorated. 
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The  Pilot  Boat  race  was  the  first  of  the  day,  and  this  year  excited 
more  than  usual  interest  from  the  fact  that  several  of  the  boats  were 
more  equally  matched  than  in  former  years,  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
proTcments  recently  introduced  in  their  build.     Another  cause  was  the 
entry  of  a  fast  Cardiff  pilot  boat,  put  forth  by  that  port  as  its  "  crack  " 
competitor,  and  also  a  favourite  from  the  port  of  Neath.     The  latter, 
however,  did  not  show,  but  the  Cardiff  boat,  called  the  Mischief,  was  at 
her  post,  but  throughout  the  race  rather  belied  than  sustained  the  quality 
implied  in  her  name.     The  first  prize  offered  was  £5,  second  ditto 
£S  10s.,  third  ditto  £2  10s.,  fourth  ditto  £3,  fifth  ditto  £l.     The  race 
was  open  to  the  pilot  boats  of  Swansea,  Neath,  Port  Talbot,  and  Car- 
djff.     The  boats,  eight  in  number,  started  at  12h.  20m.,  six  boats  from 
Swansea  and  one  from  Cardiff  contesting.     The  Alarm,  being  the  lee 
boat,  had  a  clear  start  and  considerable  advantage  over  the  other  boats, 
and  therefore  soon  shot  ahead,  but  was  closely  followed  by  the  Vigilant. 
The  boats  returned  round  the  upper  mark  the  second  time,  when  they 
were  in  the  following  order : — The  Alarm  first,  Vigilant  second,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Rival,  Swaozey,  and  Providence.     It  was  in  this  order 
that  they  came  in  to  the  winning  buoy,  the  others  having  retired  from 
the  contest ;  the  Cardiff  boat  was  a  rery  long  way  behind,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  competent  men  that  had  there  been  a  still  stiffer  breeze,  the 
<«  crack  ^'  Cardiff  boat  would  have  been  beaten  by  at  least  a  third  of  the 
distance. 

The  next  race  was  between  yachts  for  the  Borough  Members'  gift,  a 
silver  cap,  value  25  sovs.,  or  any  other  piece  of  plate  (at  the  option  of 
the  winner)  of  the  same  value,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  up  to  40  tons. 
A  time  race,  half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage. 
Entrance,  one  guinea.     The  following  yachts  entered  :— 

Numbered  ds  in  Hunft  Yacht  List  for  1861. 


No. 

Nameeof  Yaohts 

Rig. 

Tons. 

OwDert. 

Builders. 

430 

Glance 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

36 
32 
20 

A.  Duncan,  Esq.   

J.  Atkins.  Esq. 

Hatcber 

603 

Lurline   ••. 

Wanhill 

482 

Ian  the 

W.  D.  Peeg.  Esq. 

96 

Blue  Bell    

30 

8.  Padlej,  Esq 

Mare 

The  Leander,  32  tons,  T.  Robinson,  Esq.,  was  entered,  but  did  not 
start,  for  some  unexplained  reason. 

The  Glance  having,  since  in  possession  of  Mr.  Duncan^  regained 
much  of  her  former  celebrity,  was  the  favourite,  and  we  certainly  con- 
gratulate King  Dan  that  she  has  been  successful ;  for  after  Mr.  Bart- 
lett  sold  her  and  she  went  into  the  Royal  Cork  Club,  she  was  very  un- 
lucky, yet  Major  Longfield  was  an  active,  zealous  devotee  to  racing. 
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However,  such  is  the  fact.     It  is  not  every  owner  who  purchases  a  erack 
yacht  that  can  keep  up  her  prestige,  spend  he  ever  so  much  to  do  so* 

The  yachts  started  at  12h.  45s.,  and  the  dexterity  and  activity  of 
the  crew  of  the  Glance  were  seen  to  great  advantage  by  the  rapidity 
with  which  her  canvas  was  set — in  fact  it  was  set  some  five  minates 
before  that  of  any  other  boat.  After  going  at  a  capital  pace  the  boats 
arrived  at  the  pier  headmark  as  follows  :— >Glance,  2h.  10m.  ;  Lurliney 
2h.  12m.  30s.  Soon  afterwards  the  Blue  Bell  withdrew,  having  carried 
away  her  cross-tree,  and  the  lanthe  came  to  grief  from  having  carried 
away  her  mast.  The  race  now  lay  between  the  Glance  and  the  LurliDe, 
and  a  splendid  one  indeed  it  was  ;  and  as  the  boats  came  within  sight 
of  the  spectators  considerable  anxiety  was  manifested  as  to  the  result. 
The  boats  had  to  round  the  mark  a  second  time,  and  towards  the  ead 
of  the  race  the  Lurline  drew  slightly  on  the  Glance,  but  ultimately  the 
boats  arrived  at  the  winning  mark  as  follows;  Glance,  dh.  41m.  30s. ; 
Lurline,  3h.  43m. 

It  is  stated  that  if  the  Lurline  had  been  more  speedily  under  canvas, 
it  b  possible  the  tables  might  have  been  turned.  There  is  always  some 
reason  why  our  particular  pet  does  not  win. 

A  prize  of  10  sovs.,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  15  tons,  time  race;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  wind  being  so  strong,  there  was  a  great  difficulty 
in  getting  it  filled. 

Several  rowing  matches,  however,  made  up  for  the  deficiency,  and 
the  day  concluded  with  a  spread  at  the  Mark  worth  Arms,  the  Mayor 
in  the  chair,  numerously  supported.  The  members  announced  their 
intention  of  giving  a  similar  prize  next  year,  and  about  50  sovs.  was 
subscribed  for  the  like  purpose. 

Second  Day. — Friday  was  in  every  respect  a  better  day  for  yachting 
than  Thursday,  the  weather  being  very  beautiful,  and  the  breeze  a 
trifle  stronger.  There  was  a  larger  and  more  respectable  company,  and 
the  proceedings  altogether  were  more  interesting.  Much  curiosity  was 
evinced  in  the  pilot  boat  race,  the  friendn  of  the  Vigilant  being  exceed- 
ingly elated  to  find  her  ahead  of  the  Faith.  In  the  small  and  grand 
yacht  races  there  was  also  considerable  excitement  manifested,  especially 
when  it  was  found  that  the  Glance  and  Iiurline  were  again  neck  and 
neck  in  running  for  the  Swansea  prize.  The  race  between  the  Vesper 
and  Blue  Bell  in  the  second  class  yachts^  prize  was  also  a  good  run. 
Perhaps  the  finest  sight  during  the  afternoon  was  the  start  of  the  fishing 
skifis;  no  less  than  fifteen  starting,  and  all  of  them  keeping  close 
together  up  to  the  east  mark.  We  subjoin  the  following  account  of  the 
day's  races:— 
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The  Swansea  Harbour  prize  of  20  sots.,  for  pilot  boatB,  first  prize,  12 
SOYS.;  second,  5  so?s.;  third,  3  sovs.;  to  be  confined  to  the  Swansea 
pilot  boat&  The  following  boats  started: — Vigilant,  Rival,  Faith, 
Swanzey,  Alarm,  and  Providence.  The  Vigilant  had  the  weathermost 
buoy,  the  Providence  next,  Swanzey  next,  the  Rival,  Faith,  and  Alarm 
being  next.  The  distance  was,  as  on  Thursday,  once  and  a  half  round. 
The  boats  started  at  12h.  40m.,  and  the  Vigilant  took  the  lead;  this  she 
maintained  throughout.  On  nearing  the  pier-head,  however,  the 
Vigilant  was  closely  followed  by  the  Alarm,  and  a  most  exciting  race 
home  ensued ;  the  Vigilant,  however,  won,  but  only  by  a  few  lengths. 

The  next  race  was  two  prizes;  15  sovs.  for  the  first  yacht,  and  5 
sovs.  for  the  second  ;  for  which  the  Vesper,  16  tons,  G.  A.  Bevan,  Esq., 
and  Blue  Bell  started.  The  race  was  well  contested  between  these 
rival  yachts;  for  year  after  year  they  contend  against  each  other;  and 
both  belonging  to  Swansea,  much  interest  is  therefore  taken  in  their 
progress.  The  Blue  Bell  was  the  winner  of  the  first  prize.  This  vessel 
has  been  considerably  improved.  The  Vesper  is  the  well-known  oppo- 
nent of  the  Vampire,  and  it  requires  a  small  craft  to  take  the  "  shine 
out  of  her.** 

The  next  race  was  for  the  Swansea  prize  of  a  purse  of  40  sovs.,  open 
to  yachts  of  any  royal  club,  from  16  to  50  tons;  time  race;  half  a 
minute  per  ton  up  to  40,  and  a  quarter  beyond. 

Only  two  started;  viz.,  Glance  and  Lurline. 

This  was  the  race  of  the  day,  and,  considering  how  close  they  were  to 
each  other  on  Thursday,  the  betting  was  even.  After  a  splendid  start, 
both  craft  went  ofl*  at  a  spanking  rate,  and  kept  together  so  closely,  that 
the  interest  on  shore  was  heightened  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  no 
ordinary  excitement.  On  returning  for  the  second  round,  the  star  of 
the  Lurline  appeared  in  the  ascendant,  for  she  gradually  gained  on  the 
Glance^  and  passed  her.  This,  however,  did  not  last  long.  The  Glance 
again  caught  the  wind,  and  gradually  resumed  the  lead.  This  was 
afterwards  kept,  and  after  a  most  beautiful  race,  during  which  both 
yachts  were  very  skilfully  sailed,  they  came  in  at  the  winning  flag  in  the 
following  order: — Glance,  4h,  dim.;  Luriine,  4h.  34m.  A  protest  was 
entered  against  the  Glance  on  the  ground  that  she  had  touched  the 
mark  in  rounding.  This  was,  however,  overruled  by  the  umpire,  the 
evidence  being  insufficient. 

A  prize  of  1 0  sovs.  for  yachts  not  exceeding  1 5  tons,  not  used  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce.  The  Ariel,  Viner;  Petrel,  Thomas;  and  Mys- 
tery, Spencer,  started  in  good  style,  the  Ariel  coming  in  first,  the 
Mystery  second,  and  the  Petrel  gave  up  the  contest.     The   Mystery 
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away  her  topsail 'at  the  moit  critical  momenty  or  the  result  would 
have  been  probably  more  favourable  to  her. 

A  priie  of  6  80V8.  for  the  fiahiog  smacks  of  Swansea  and  th«  Mumbles; 
first  prixe  8  sovs.,  second  2  sovs.,  third  1  sov.  Fifteen  boats  started 
altogether,  and  up  to  the  eastern  mark  the  nght  was  one  of  the  prettiest 
daring  the  regatta.  After  a  capital  run  the  Susanna  came  in  first, 
followed  by  the  LulwortK  and  the  Pearl  third*  Whibt  the  boats  were 
out  there  were  various  rowing  matches  in  the  harbour,  followed  by  a 
duck  hunt,  which  a£Forded  a  fund  of  amusement.  The  Swansea  Regatta 
for  1861  was  certainly  the  most  successful  that  ever  was  witnessed  in 
the  Bristol  Channel,  the  weather  fortunately  being  most  propitious. 


SKETCHES  OF  NAVAL  LIFE.* 


BY   AN   OLD   SALT. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

So  MT  friend  Billy  got  spliced,  as  we  sailors  say,  and  he*  was  so  respected 
on  board  that  both  officers  and  men  got  up  quite  a  grand  nautical  ball 
on  the  occasion,  at  which  Mrs.  W.  figured  in  rich  and  variously  coloured 
garments,  on  her  being  made,  what  Billy  called,  **  an  honest  woman  of;*" 
and  to  her  very  great  and  lasting  credit  be  it  spoken,  she  was  constant 
and  true  to  him,  and  otherwise  well  and  properly  conducted. 

At  last  our  sailing  orders  arrived,  and  the  dreaded  command  was 
given  to  clear  the  ship  of  all  strangers,  male  and  female.  It  was  a  pain- 
ful sort  of  thing  to  witness  this  parting  of  Jack  and  his  sweetheart;  tme, 
animal  feeling,  rather  than  moral  sentiment,  was  predominant ;  but  it 
was  truthful  and  from  the  heart  in  many  cases,  where  both  loved  deariy 
and  fondly,  and  parted  in  unfeigned  grief — ^the  poor  girl  to  return  to  a 
world  that  shunned  her,  and  her  sailor  lad  to  face  the  battle  and  Ae 
breese,  hr  far  from  home,  and  those  kindred  ties  that  render  it  so  dear. 
When  the  last  boat,  with  ita/raiU  cargo,  had  departed,  the  hands  weie 
ordered  to.  divisions;  and  on  their  being  mustered,  we  found  seven  more 
men  (query,  women,)  on  board,  than  we  ought  to  have.  Our  first  lieu- 
tenant  felt  a  little  posed,  not  as  to  the  fact,  but  how  to  deal  with  it. 
Women  he  knew  they  were.  The  useful  course,  when  an  officer  was  in 
a  fix,  was  to  blow  some  subordinate  well  up  for  his  share  of  the  negli* 
gence,  and  fear  might  sharpen  his  wits  into  the  way  out  of  the  scrape* 

•  Continued  ftom  page  S61. 
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**  Here,  youngster,  pass  the  word  for  the  master-at-arms!  "  "  Aye, 
aye,  sir,'*  **  Here,  you,  sir,  tell  the  master-at-arms  to  come  aft;"  and 
accordingly  this  functionary  duly  appeared. 

Now  the  master-at-arms  in  a  man-of-war  is  not  only  an  inspector  of 
police,  but  he  is  a  secret  service  man,  and  knows  far  more  about  every 
thing  and  every  body  on  board  than  their  philosophy  dreams  of;  and, 
above  all  things,  is  he  cordially  detested  and  feared  by  the  major  part  of 
the  crew,  and  (if  not  bought  over)  by  the  midshipmen  also.  Add  to 
this,  that  ours  was  a  -perfect  Tartar,  with  the  eyes  of  an  Argus,  the  wits 
of  Old  Nick,  and  the  sly  look  and  stealthy  tread  of  a  fox,  and  you  may 
have  some  idea  of  the  man  who  presented  himself  to  the  first  lieute- 
nant's notice,  according  to  orders. 

Now,  there*s  a  prevalent  impression  that  roguery  cannot  look  honor 
and  honesty  in  the  face,  but  this  man  very  palpably  gave  that  theory 
the  lie.  For  although  he  was  sent  on  board  the  ship  /or  his  country** 
good^  he  being  a  most  successful  and  notorious  thief,  he  could  put  on 
and  keep  up  a  look  of  such  perfect  simplicity  that,  not  knowing  the 
man,  you  would  fancy  him  a  decent,  simple,  foolish  sort  of  fellow,  who 
was  very  likely  to  be  the  robbed  iu  the  lieu  of  the  robber. 

First  lieutenants-^'*  Weill  master-at-arms,  may  I  ask  why  the  women 
are  not  all  out  of  the  ship  according  to  orders,  eh?" 

•*  Vimen,  sir!  oh  dear,  sir,  isn't  they,  sir!  I'm  werry  sorry,  sir." 

**  Confound  your  affected  simplicity,  sir,  stow  it  when  you  address 
me,  sir.  You  know  we  have  seven  extra  hands  on  board,  and  they  are 
women;  and  now  Mr.  Innocence,  I'll  just  give  you  till  4  p.m.  to  find 
them  out,  and  if  you  don't  I'll  disrate  you.  No  reply,  sir,  but  away  with 
you  out  of  this,  and  do  your  duty  !" 

Away  went  the  master-at-arms  with  the  old  lurking  smile  on  his 
face,  as  if  he  had  little  doubt  about  finding  out  the  ladies  in  question, 
and  shortly  after  he  came  back,  and  asked  leave  for  a  lingering  bumboat 
to  come  alongside,  and  when  desired  to  explain  his  reason,  he  said  *'  he'd 
a  'orrid  eoki,  and  horanges  vos  werry  g^ood  for  it."  So  he  accordingly 
bought  a  lot  and  put  them  in  his  pocket;  and  shortly  after  the  hands 
were  piped  to  dinner,  and  the  grog  served  out,  a  little  extra  grog  and 
time  to  drink  it  being  this  day  given,  in  consequence  of  the  quiet  way 
the  women  had  left,  and  the  men  conducted  themselves  at  parting. 

Now,  in  our  ship,  complete  relaxation  was  allowed  at  dinner  time. 
Jack  and  the  petty  ofScers  passing  jokes  and  larking  together,  **  hale 
fellow,  well  met,"  no  one  presuming  on  his  standing.  This  day  the 
master-at-arms  was  seen  to  be  very  friendly  in  his  manner  when  the 
grog  was  served,  chatting  to  everybody  alike,  and  wandering  about  the 
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between  decks  suckiog  oranges  most  assiduously.  Now  and  then  he 
stopped,  smiled  on  a  young  sailor,  chucked  an  orange  into  his  lap,  and 
then  went  on  sucking  as  if  life  and  death  were  in  the  matter,  until  the 
hands  being  piped  up,  discipline  was  restored,  and  every  man  '*  know'd 
his  o&sifer  as  sich,"  as  the  boatswain  used  to  say,  and  "  hacted  'cordinly.^' 
The  hands  were  scarcely  on  deck  before  the  master-at-arms  told  the 
first  lieutenant  he  could  point  out  the  ladies  in  question,  if  the  men  were 
ordered  to  divisions  once  mora.  At  once,  and  without  a  question  Uns 
was  done,  and  wonderful  to  relate,  and  curious  to  behold,  our  "  Jadi 
Ketch,"  as  he  was  called,  lugged  out  six  of  the  seven  women,  dressed  as 
they  were  in  sailor's  attire — ^the  doctor  substantiating  each  case,  by 
•making  the  delinquent  untie  her  neck  handkerchief,  and  expose  her 
throat  fully,  thereby  showing  the  absence  of  that  bump,  or  hard  projec- 
tion in  the  man's  throat,  said  to  have  its  origin  in  the  first  piece  of  the 
first  apple  given  by  Eve  to  Adam,  sticking  in  his  throat,  from  sheer  re- 
pugnance of  the  sin  forced  upon  him  by  his  less  scrupulous  partner] 
Why  he  didn't  find  the  seventh  arose  pretty  much  firom  the  fact  that  she 
was  stowed  away  in  the  maintop  chest,  quietly  peeping  down  on  the 
operations  under  process  on  deck.  Weil,  a  shore  boat  was  hailed,  and 
the  poor  girls  put  in  it,  a  few  shillings  given  them  by  the  officers,  and 
away  they  went  in  tears,  at  parting  from  their  lads. 

Our  first  lieutenant  sent  for  **  Jack  Ketch,"  and  said  '*  Master-at- 
arms,  if  I  do  not  ask  a  question  you  would  rather  decline  answering,  be 
pleased  to  explain  how  the  deuce  you  found  out  the  idenUty  of  these 
poor  girls?  " 

"  Vy,  sir,  by  a  studyin'  of  natur'." 

^*  Come,  sir,  cease  jesting,  if  you  please,  and  give  me  the  plain  fiact, 
or  not,  as  you  choose!  " 

*^  I  isn't  jokin',  sir,  and  this  here's  the  dodge:— You  sees  as  how 
vimen  vears  pettycuts,  and  men  trowsers;  now,  sir,  if  so  be  as  I  chucked 
you  a  horange,  you'd  down  with  your  opened  hands,  like  vinkin',  to 
catch  it;  but  a  voman  as  has  a  pettycut  tries  to  catch  it  in  her  lap;  so 
that's  how  I  did  it,  8ir,-»by  the  study  of  natur',  sir!" 

Well,  just  as  our  first  luff  and  Jack  Ketch  were  cogitating  how  to 
catch  the  seventh  poor  lassie,  I  brought  the  captain  alongside  in  his  gigt 
and  '<  Hoist  up! "  or  "  In  all  boats,  and  heave  short!  "  was  the  order; 
*•  Loose  sails,  sheet  home,  and  set  the  three  topsails  and  spanker!  **  wss 
the  next;  **  Set  top-gallant  sails,  and  up  jib! "  the  next:  '*  Heave  and 
away,'^  was  the  next:  *'  Cat  and  fish  the  anchor,  board  fore  and  nuun 
tacks,  and  aft  sheets! "  was  the  last,  and  off  we  went  from  dear  old  Ply- 
mouth Sound  so  Spitbead  for  further  orders. 
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Shortly  after  we  got  clear  out,  it  came  on  a  drizzly  rain,  with  squalls 
from  the  S  W.,  which  soon  steadied  to  half  a  gale,  with  thick  weather; 
and  as  by  this  time  it  was  a  service  of  danger  to  be  running  ten  knots  an 
hour  direct  up  channel  for  fear  of  coming  in  contact  with  other  vessels, 
the  most  strict  look  out  was  kept,  that  is,  unaided  by  fear,  our  lads  very 
wisely  arguing  that  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  vessels  closing  with  us 
would  get  the  worst  of  it.  As  a  general  rule,  indeed,  small  vessels  keep 
a  brighter  look  out  than  large  ones,  fear  seeing  farther  altad  more  quickly 
than  confidence,  fiowever,  be  this  as  it  may,  just  after  passing  Start 
Point,  the  look-out  man  at  the  jib-boom  end  had  only  just  time  to  cry 
out  "  Hard  a-port! "  when  the  frigate  came  in  contact  with  and  passed 
over  some  small  body,  genus  unknown;  and  the  next  minute  three  men, 
pale  with  terror,  made  their  appearance  on  deck  from  over  the  bows, 
whence  they  had  scrambled  up  by  aid  of  the  bobstays,  &c.  They  were 
a  father  and  two  sons,  owners  of  a  fishing  boat  from  Torbay,  which  we 
had  just  run  over  and  sunk,  to  rise  no  more,  taking  with  her  a  man  and 
boy,  less  fortunate  than  the  three  above  spoken  of. 

Before  a  thought  was  given  to  them^  the  frigate  was  rounded  to,  top* 
sails  double  reefed,  and  top-gallant  sails  stowed  in  less  than  five  minutes, 
and  in  five  more  she  was  close  hauled  and  every  sail  set  like  a  board,  and 
every  soul  on  the  look-out  for  the  poor  wee  vessel  and  the  souls  on 
board  her. 

In  the  meautime  the  three  unfortunate ^br^una/^s  were  ordered  aft, 
and  asked  who  they  were,  what  they  were,  and  where  they  belonged  to? 
This  happened  about  half-past  nine  at  night,  and  daylight  was  getting 
a  matter  of  history,  so  that  what  with  their  loss  and  fright,  and  the  gra- 
dually apparent  fact  that  they  had  become  involuntary  volunteers  into 
H.M.  service  in  war  time,  the  poor*  fellows  were  in  the  last  stage  of 
fear  and  bewilderment,  not  a  little  added  to  by  our  Governor,  closing 
the  conference  by  saying  to  the  first  lieutenant,  *'  Mr.  H  ,  as  these 
men  are  volunteers;  and  seemingly  connected,  place  them  together 
somewhere,  with  the  rating  of  able  seamen,  and  if,  in  the  course  of  a 
year  or  so,  they  conduct  themselves  properly,  I  shall  make  petty  officers 
of  them!"  Poor  fellows,  they  stared  at  our  incorrigible  skipper  for  a 
moment  in  stupid  astonishment,  and  then  exclaimed,  ''  Oa,  zur,  we 
aint  no  wollenturrs,  we  didn't  mean  to,  you  runned  uz  down,  and  uz 
camM  aboard  to  zave  life:  don't  press  uz  into  sarvice,  pray  don't!"  Our 
commander,  simply  pointing  to  the  fore  part  of  the  ship,  said,  **  My 
men,  it  is  not  my  custom  to  bandy  words  with  my  people;  you've  joined 
this  ship  of  your  own  will;  if  you  don't  like  her  leave  her  by  the  same 
means  you  joined  her;  but,  if  you  stay,  you  belong  to  her,  and  become 
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three  of  H.M.  able  seamen,  with  which  hoDour  you  ought  to  be  folly 
satisfied:— 80,  not  a  word,  but  go  forward." 

During  the  middle  watch  of  that  night,  the  undetected  female  in 
the  main- top  chest  and  I— I  being,  in  virtue  of  my  littleness,  most 
earnestly  requested  to  share  her  temporary  abode  by  the  devoted  hus- 
band— very  freely  discussed  the  inhuman  conduct  of  onr  commander 
in  thus  setting  decency  and  feeling  at  defiance,  by  pressiug  three  poor 
men  into  the  service,  under  the  existing  circumstances ;  all  bauds  agree- 
ing that  a  more  unwarrantable  piece  of  arbitrary  abuse  of  power  was 
never  before  exhibited.  However,  we  oould  only  grumble  to  ourselves^ 
but  still  the  old  hearty  way  of  doing  duty  was  gone;  looks  turned  i^ 
and  fuil  of  fun,  were  now  bent  dotim  in  sorrow  and  dbgust,  often  but 
but  ill  concealed:  and  in  this  way  things  went  on  until  we  got  to  Spit- 
bead,  which  it  took  us  a  week  to  reach,  our  unlucky  sou^-wester  dying 
away  with  daylight,  and  leaving  us  to  roll  yardarms  under,  nearly,  in 
the  trough  of  a  8.  W.  sea,  rising  like  a  wall  against  an  ebb  N.E.  tide. 

When  we  anchored  at  Spithead,  just  as  the  captain  was  going  cm 
shore,  the  poor  fisherman  and  his  two  sons  came  to  the  gangway  in  fear 
and  trembling,  and  begged  on  their  knees  to  be  allowed  to  go  home.  I 
was  just  going  over  the  side,  and  turned  round  to  look  on  the  captain  ai 
he  stood  with  these  poor  men  kneeling  before  him.  Something  there 
was  that  moved  him  very  mnch,  as  I  could  see  by  his  compressed  Jips, 
but  he  overcame  it,  whatever  it  was,  and  said,  in  his  usual  stern  way, 
**  Rise,  men,  do  you  hear— rise,  I  say,  or  FU    ■       Master-at-arms!  *' 

**  Sir,"  said  that  ready  wretch,  of  whom  it  was  observed,  no  one  ever 
thought  his  name,  but  he  was  beside  them. 

*'  See  you  to  these  three  men,  sir,  for,  on  my  soul  and  honour,  if 
they  are  allowed  to  desert  from  tfils  ship,  I'll  flog  you  within  an  inch  of 
your  life;  and  you  my  lads,  go  to  your  duty,  and  rely  on  fny  finding  the 

proper  time  and  mode  of  dealing  with  you.     Now,  young  K ,  what 

the  devil  are  you  gaping  there  for,  sir?  and  I  wanting  to  go  on  shore,*— 
get  into  the  boat,  sir!  *' 

Accordingly,  away  we  went  on  shore,  and  I  can  safely  say  I  never 
sat  beside  a  person,  either  before  or  since,  I  so  detested  and  despised  as 
I  that  day  did  the  man  whom  before  I  had  looked  up  to  as  the  very 
heau  ideal  of  a  gallant  officer  and  noble  gentleman.  And  when,  on 
our  reaching  the  Point  at  Portsmouth,  our  captain  said,   **  Youngster, 

come  to  the and  lunch  with  me  at  two  o'clock,*'  I  had  the  greatest 

possible  inclination  to  say,  ^*No,  I  won't;"  but  I  had  such  (ear  of  him  I 
dare  not  do  it.  So  accordingly,  I  went  He  was  there,  and  luncb  ready} 
so  down  we  sat,  he  ordering  the  waiter  out  of  the  room.     After  helping 
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me  to  food;  which  I  loathed  as  coming  from  his  bounty,  he  said,  "  Now, 
you  K  ,  I  wish  to  know,  seriously,  if  you  have  the  peculiar  faculty 
of  hearing  and  seeing  everything  and  saying  nothing;  in  other  words, 
if  I  place  a  secret  in  your  keeping,  will  it  be  in  safe  and  secret  cus- 
tody?" 

^*  If  you  please,  sir,  if  its  anything  b-a^d,  sir,  Td  rather  not  know  it," 
said  I.  My  predispositions  against  him  making  me  think  he  wanted 
me  to  poison  the  three  fishermen,  and  to  say  nothing  about  sinking  their 
vessel. 

Talk  about  raising  the  devil*  indeed  I  that  would  have  been  something 
dreadful,  no  doubt,  but  just  nothing  in  comparison  with  raising  our 
captain.  If  you  resist  the  first  he  flees  from  you,  but,  in  resisting  the 
last»  I  found  myself  dangling  in  mid  air,  and  my  whole  frame  shaken 
out  of  shape  in  his  iron  grasp,  and  he  held  me  up  on  a  level  with  his 
ejesy  and  said,  between  bis  teeth,  '*  Beui,  you  whelp;  what  do  you 
mean  by  bctd?  " 


VOYAGE  OF  THE  CHARTER  OAK  YACHT. 

Wk  have  been  requested  to  preserve  the  history  of  this  little  vessel,  on 
account  of  the  extraordinary  passage  she  made,  from  New  York  to 
Liverpool,  in  1856.  The  builder  and  owner  of  her  (Mr.  C.  R.  Webb) 
was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  sanguine  men  America  ever 
produced,  and  we  cannot  do  better  than  let  him  speak  for  himself,  and 
tell  his  tale  in  his  own  unvarnished  style:— 

This  extraordmary  little  vessel  is  only  23  tons  register,  43  feet  long, 
13]ffeet  wide,  5 J  feet  depth  of  hold,  with  4 J  feet  draught  of  water. 
She  was  built  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  by  myself  personally,  and  by  myself, 
aiid  one  young  man,  who  had  never  been  to  sea  before,  navigated  across 
the  stormy  Atlantic  without  a  chronometer  or  chart  of  the  English 
coast,  yet  our  first  land  fall  was  the  Tuskar  light,  situated  at  the  entrance 
of  St.  George's  channel,  and  anchored  our  little  vessel  at  midnight  in 
the  river  Mersey  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot:  considered  by  nautical  men 
one  of  the  greatest  exploits  of  any  age  or  nation.  I  embarked  on  this 
extraordinary  voyage  under  the  most  difficult  circumstances  on  record, 
from  the  fact  that  I  was  minus  the  funds  wherewith  to  purchase  the 
necessary  requirements  for  a  transatlantic  voyage ;  had  I  been  pos- 
Beesed  of  those  advantages  I  would  have  made  the  passage  m  twenty- 
Mx  days  instead  of  thirty-six.  This  liliputian  structure  has  created  the 
pfofoundest  sensation  throughout  the  whole  civilised  world,  and  more 


444  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

especially  Europe ;  she  even  excited  the  curiosity  of  the  blind:  one  M 
gentleman  in  particular,  eighty-five  years  of  age,  who  had  fbnneriy 
been  a  ship  captain  in  the  East  India  Company,  came  down  one  mom' 
ing  and  measured  the  length  and  breadth  of  her  with  his  own  hands  to 
satisfy  himself  of  the  fact,  "  For,"  said  he,  **  I  could  not  believe  that  so 
small  a  vessel  could  live  to  sail  over  the  broad  expanse  of  three  thousand 
five  hundred  miles  of  old  Ocean's  stormy  waters.**  But  such  is  the  iact ; 
she  has  performed  the  feat,  and  stands  forth  a  tangible  specimen  of  whit 
perseverance  and  energy  can  accomplish,  and  show  to  our  trans* 
atlantic  brethren  the  sort  of  stuff  that  Yankees  are  made  of. 

The  "Charter  Oak'*  tree,  from  which  the  little  vessel  derives  its 
name,  has  been  for  the  last  237  years  one  of  the  most  pleasing'  recol- 
lections of  our  patriotic  associations^  and  I  feel  proud  to  think  that 
I  have  been  the  author  of  the  heroic  affair  that  will  tend  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  that  glorious  old  tree,  which  so  nobly  protected  the  old 
Connecticut  charter,  that  was  founded  upon  scientific  religious  prin- 
ciples of  freedom,  the  adamantine  basis  of  whose  reputation  has  stood 
unhurt  amid  the  fluctuations  of  time;  and  the  fame  of  that  venerabid 
old  tree  shall  go  down  to  posterity,  emblazoned  on  our  nation's  page  o£ 
history,  until  the  latest  existence  of  this  huge  rotundity  of  earth. 

The  frame  of  the  yacht  Charter  Oak,  was  worked  out  in  the  city 
of  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1854.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  I  transported 
it  to  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  there,  in  a  mill-pond,  laid  down  the  keel  and 
foundation  timbers  of  the  smallest  greatest  specimen  of  naval  archi- 
tecture the  world  ever  witnessed,  and  proceeded  to  build  her  from  time 
to  time  until  her  completion,  when  she  was  launched,  on  the  12th  day 
of  November,  1856.  I  was  so  anxious  to  complete  her  at  that  precise 
time,  it  being  my  father's  birthday,  that  I  omitted  to  plug  up  a  couple' 
of  spike  holes  which  missed  the  timbers  ;  the  consequence  was  she  sunk 
down  to  her  deck  in  three  hours  after  leaving  the  ways.  Here  was  a 
recommendation  and  a  position  for  a  vessel  designed  to  cross  the  ocean. 
You  msy  well  imagine  the  many  beautiful  compliments  showered  oo 
her  then.  But  I  was  not  to  be  disheartened  by  any  obstacles  which 
might  present  themselves  to  view.  I  let  her  soak  for  three  days ;  then 
commenced  the  resurrection  by  bailing  all  night  long,  in  order  to  keep 
afloat  until  the  next  day,  which  was  assigned  for  her  exit  through  a 
flood-gate  only  one  foot  wider  than  herself,  through  which  the  current 
ran  so  strong  that  it  took  the  combined  strength  of  forty  men  and  one 
pair  of  oxen  to  pull  her  through.  They  were  at  last  successful,  and  oa 
the  l7th  of  November,  1856,  for  the  first  time,  the  Charter  Oak  floated 
in  the  open  sea»  on  which  she  was  destined  at  a  future  day  to  act  so 
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conspicuous  a  figure.  I  laid  her  ashore,  stopped  the  leak,  and  fitted 
liez*  out»  as  far  as  circumstances  would  admit,  for  a  cruise  in  Long 
Island  Sound. 

"We  sailed  from  Stamford  to  Black  Rock,  and  was  there  wind  'bound 
ior   a  week,  in  great  danger  of  dragging  ashore  a  number  of  times,  for 
i^e  had  no  proper  cables  or  anchors.     At  last  the  wind  came  favourable, 
and  on  Sunday,  the  20th  of  December,  we  set  sail  from  Black  Rock  for 
the  high,  barren,  sandy  head-land  of  Mount  Misery,  which  stands  at  the 
entrance  of  Port  Jefferson  Bay,  Long  Island,  and  rightly  named  it  is; 
for  it  proved  miserable  enough  to  me,  as  the  sequel  will  shew.     We 
cast  anchor  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  and  cleared  all  away  snug  for  the 
night.     The  morning  dawned,  with  all  the  loveliness  that  Nature  could 
boast  of  at  that  season  of  the  year;    but  before  night  the  sky  was 
changed,  and  a  snow-storm  betokened  itself  in  the  east,  which  came  on 
about  twelve  o'clock  the  next  night,  and  continued  to  increase  until  it 
became  one  of  the  severest  storms  known  in  that  vicinity  for  the  space 
of  forty  years.     For  two  days  and  nights  did  the  little  Charter  Oak  Hde 
out  the  fury  of  the  storm  ;  but  as  the  gale  increased  she  parted  her 
cables,  and  was  fast  drifting  upon  a  pile  of  danger,  when  we  hoisted  her 
sails,  and  ran  her  high  and  dry  between  two  docks,  otherwise  the 
Charter  Oak  would  never  have  borne  her  classic  name  to  the  rock- 
bound  shores  of  Albion.     She  drove  up  so  high  on  the  beach,  by  the 
force  of  the   breakers,  that  the  next  tide  did  not  reach  her  by  twelve 
feet.     Here  was  a  dilemma  to  be  placed  in,  likewise  the  pleasing  pros- 
pect of  being  frozen  up,  unless  immediately  extricated  from  this  un- 
enviable situation.     The  ice  and  snow  was  piled  up  around  her  to  the 
height  of  three  feet.     Here  was  another  difficulty  to  be  overcome.   Talk 
about  the  Polar  sea,  the  Arctic  regions,  the  Kane  and  Franklin  ex- 
peditions, they  are  not  a  circumstance  to  Mount  Misery  in  a  snow-storm. 
However,  determined  not  to  be  overcome  by  the  elements,  we  removed 
the  snow    and    ice,  raised    her    up  with  powerful  jack  screws,  and 
placing  rollers  under  we  succeeded  once  more  in  launching  her  in  her 
native  element.     We  took  our  departure  from  the  scene  of  disaster  on 
the  8 1st  of  December,   1856,  back  home  again,  where  she  remained 
until  the  Ist  of  June,  1857,  duiing  which  time  I  was  engaged  on  a 
voyage  to  Liverpool  in  the  clipper  ship,  Phoenix.     Returning  the  Ist  of 
June,  I  took  the  Charter  Oak  to  New  York,  and  at  Pike  Slip  fitted  her 
out  for  an   Atlantic  voyage,  to  sail  back  again   over  the  same  track 
which  I  had  so  recently  traversed  in  a  ship  65  times  as  large. 

On  Monday,  22nd  day  of  June,  the  Charter  Oak  cast  off  her  moor** 
ings  from  the  end  of  Macy  Wharf,  and  moved  slowly  and  roajesticly 
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down  the  beautiful  bay  of  New  York,  workiDg  her  way  against 
and  tide.  No  booming  of  cannon,  or  sound  of  drums,  annonnoed  her 
departure  from  her  native  shores ;  there  she  was,  isolated  firom  the 
world  ;  a  mere  speck  on  the  horizon  receding  in  the  distance,  amid  the 
dim  solitude  and  wild  majestic  grandeur  of  the  dark,  deep,  blae  Atlantic 
sea. 

We  have  been  told  that  three  wise  men  of  Gotham  once  went  to  sea 
in  a  bowl,  and  that  is  all  we  hear  .of  them;  we  don't  know  whether  ihej 
ever  turned  up  or  down.  But  there  is  one  thing  we  know  certain,  that 
three  (baring  the  wisdom)  went  to  sea  in  the  Charter  Oak,  and  two' of 
them,  **  in  due  course  of  time  turned  up,**  as  Captain  Cuttle  says,  the 
other,  unfortunately,  turned  down  the  first  night  after  leaving^  ierra 
firma.  This  ill-fated  man,  whose  name  was  John  Armstrong,  shuffled 
off  his  mortal  coil  through  neglect  of  duty,  by  falling  asleep  at  the 
wheel  at  midnight ;  the  little  vessel,  deviating  firom  her  true  course, 
jibed  over  the  boom,  hitting  him  on  the  head,  predpitated  him  over  the 
side;  consigning  him  for  ever  to  the  mighty  deep.  The  boom  traveller, 
and  one  of  the  shrouds,  was  carried  away  at  the  same  crash,  learing  the 
yacht  entirely  unmanageable,  precluding  all  possibility  of  rescuing^  the 
unfortunate  man,  even  if  we  had  seen  him;  for  we  had  no  boat  or  life 
buoys  of  any  kind  (in  fact,  we  had  no  place  to  carry  them).  There 
was  a  very  heavy  sea  running  at  the  time,  which  made  it  very  diflBcalt 
for  me  alone  to  repair  damages;  my  companion  being  so  sea-sick  that 
he  could  scarcely  raise  his  head  above  the  deck. 

After  thb  sad  grievance,  I  was  left  with  no  one  who  understood  the 
compass  but  myself.  However,  I  soon  put  things  in  order,  and  onee 
more  squared  away  for  Old  England,  with  the  sea-sick  man  begging 
most  strenuously  for  me  to  return  to  the  United  States.  But  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  think  of  complying  with  such  a  request;  for  the 
reputation  of  both  myself  and  vessel  was  at  stake.  I  had  expressly 
designed  her  to  cross  the  Aslantic,  and  whatever  the  consequence  might 
have  been,  I  was  determined  to  push  on,  even  if  I  had  lost  my  rudder, 
mast,  and  anchor ;  if  I  had  returned  after  that  catastrophe  I  should 
never  have  been  able  to  have  started  again,  for  no  one  would  have  ven- 
tured their  lives  in  so  small  a  craft,  and  I  should  have  been  denounced 
by  the  whole  nation  as  a  foolhardy,  daring,  desperate  visionary  character. 
But,  thank  Fortune,  and  old  Neptune's  kind  intervention,  the  noble 
little  bark  pursued  her  way  through  innumerable  difficulties  and  dangen^ 
and 'finally  reached  Liverpool,  her  port  of  destination,  after  a  long  and 
tedious  passage  of  36  days  over  a  rough  and  boisterous  ocean. 

June  22.— 8b.  a.m.,  cast  off  from  the  foot  of  Macy's  wharf.     12h.,  off 
Quarantine  with  a  head-wind.    4b.  p.m.,  heavy  rain  squall  from  the  S.W. 
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Bh..  fresh  breeze  blowing  from  the  S.W.  I  Oh.,  the  boom  jibed  over^ 
knocked  the  mate  overboaid,  carried  away  the  boom  traveller  and  one  of  the 
shroads. 

23.— ^b.  a.ro.,  light  westerly  winds.  12h  ,  lat.  40°  8',  Ion.  71,  distance 
SO  miles.    6h.  p.m.,  wind  the  same. 

24.— 6h.  a.m.,  wind  N.W.,  6  knot  breeze.  Sh.,  day  remarkably  fine. 
lOh.,  spoke  a  large  schooner  bound  to  Philadelphia,  lat.  40*  3.',  Ion.  69°  15', 
distance  sailed  75  miles.  4h.  p  m.,  wind  to  the  westward.  8h.,  three  ships 
in  sight.     12h.,  beautiful  starlight. 

25.— 4h.  a.m.,  fine  westerly  winds.  12h.,  lat.  89**  26',  Ion.  67**  80',  distance 
Bailed  80  miles.     6h.  p.m.»  nothing  of  notice  occurred  during  the  afternoon 

26.  — 8h.  a.m.,  saw  a  bark  standing  south.  I2h.,  lat.  39°  32',  Ion.  66°  30' 
^iiatance  sailed  60  miles.    6h.  p.m.,  wind  W.N.W. 

27.— 6h.  a.m ,  wind  N.N.W.  12b.,  lat.  39o  52',  Ion.  65^  80',  distance  sailed 
•50  miles.     6h.  p.m.,  spoke  ship  Samuel  Le  Willis,  Ion.  65°  10'. 

28.— 6li.  a.m.,  wind  ^.N.VV.  12h.  lat.  40°  19',  Ion.  63°.  distance  sailed 
120  miles. 

29.— 4h.  Hght  winds  and  heavy  sea  on.  8h.  heavy  rains,  squall  from  the 
K  W.  12h.,  lat.  40°  23',  Ion.  60°  SO',  distance  sailed  120  miles.  4h.  p.m., 
light  breeze  from  the  N.W.  8h.,  saw  a  rainbow  in  the  N.E.  lOh.,  heavy 
rain  squall  in  from  the  N.E. 

SO.— 4h.,  dead  calm.  6h.,  blowing  a  moderate  gate  with  a  big  sea  on* 
▼ery  cloudy.  lOh.,  no  observation.  12h.,  lat  40°  83',  Ion  58°  80',  dis* 
tance  sailed  180  miles*  4h.  p.m.,  nearly  another  calm.  8h.,  a  squall  approach- 
ing.    12h.,  light  air  of  wind  from  N.W. 

July  1. — 2h ,  hove  to.  4h.,  blowing  hard  from  eastward.  6h.,  very  heavy 
sea  running.  6h.,  dark  and  overcast.  lOh.,  no  sun  to-day.  2h.pm.,  saw 
a  ship  standing  south  under  close-reefed  topsails  and  foresail,  with  painted 
ports.  8h.,  blowing  a  perfect  gale  of  wind,  with  a  tremendous  sea  running, 
i2h.,  thick  and  raining. 

2. — 4h.  a.m.,  hove  to,  the  gale  still  continues.  8h.,  raining  at  intervals. 
12h.,  no  sun  to-day.    6h.  p.m.,  blowing  harder  and  the  sea  running  higher. 

8. — 4h.  a.m.,  a  dead  calm.  8h.,  light  air  of  wind  from  the  north.  12h., 
lat.  40°  40'.  4h.  p.m.,  wind  S.E.,  high  and  very  uneasy  cross  sea  rolling. 
8h.  blowing  hard  from  the  south.  lOh.,  raining  hard  and  foggy.  12b , 
parted  one  of  the  weather  shrouds,  carrying  a  heavy  press  of  sail. 

4.— 4h.  a.m.,  still  raining.  6h.,  hove  to  to  repair  damages  and  get  a  sleep, 
lOh.,  fine  fresh  breeze  from  the  west.  12h.,  lat.  41°  6'.  6h.  p.m.,  squally 
with  rain. 

5.— 4h.  a-m.,  more  wind  and  rain  from  the  west.  Sh.,  more  rain.  12h., 
lat.  41°  29',  Ion.  58°.  6 h.  p.m.,  spoke  ship  William  Nelson,  Ion.  57°  30'. 
bound  to  Havre.     lOh.,  light  air  from  the  westward. 

6.— 6h.  a.m.,  light  westerly  winds.  12h,.  lat.  41°  48',  ion.  56°  10'.,  dis- 
tance sailed  100  miles. 

7.— 8h.  a.m.,  squally  from  the  west.  12h.,  lat.  42°  22',  Ion.  53°  20',  dis- 
tance 120  miles.    4h.  p.m>,  moderate  breeze  from  the  west,  saw  a  ship  6 
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mileB  to  the  southward.    8b.,  blowing  harder,  carried  away  squareaail  out- 
rigger.    12h.,  thick  and  raining,  wind  more  moderate. 

8.— 4h.  a.m.,  wind  west.  8h«,  foggy  and  rain.  12bM  no  son  to-day*  kin. 
51°.,  distance  sailed  115  miles.    6h.  p.m.,  very  thick  fog  wind  W.S.W. 

9. — 6h.  a.m.,  dead  calm  foggy.  12h.,  no  sun  to*day.  Ion*  49^  30^,  distance 
sailed  60  miles.  6h.  p.m.,  calm  raining,  and  still  foggy*  10b.,  fog  lights  up 
a  little.     I2b.,  wind  8.E.  very  light. 

10b-»2h.,  hove-to  to  sleep.  4h.,  wind  W.N.W.  6h.,  light  air,  made  sail 
again.  lOh.,  another  rain  squall  from  the  N,W.  12h.,  lat.  42^  6^  Ion.  48" 
30',  distance  sailed  60  miles.  4h.  p.ra.,  clear  and  sunshine  quite  pleaaani. 
8b.,  rain,  squall.     lOh.,  wind  N.W.,  blowing  heavy,  bright  mooa. 

11.— 8b.  a.m.,  wind  blowing  very  hard  from  the  west,  with  heavy  sea  run- 
ning. 12h.»  lat.  44^  1',  Ion.  46°  30',  saw  an  iceberg,  distance  sailed  135 
miles.  A  bight  of  the  sail  knocked  the  binnacle  over  and  broke  the  com- 
pass. 8h.,  breeze  keeps  good.  I  Oh.,  clear  and  pleasant,  light  wind  with 
heavy  sea  on. 

12.— 4h.  a.m.,  light  wind  from  the  west.     lOh.,  light  wind  from  the  west 
cloudy.     12h.,  no  sun  to-day,  Ion.  44°  SO',  distance  sailed  121  miles.     6h. 
p.m.,  spoke  ship  Favourite,  bound  to  Liverpool,  and  saw  another  bound  the 
same  way. 

13. — 6h.  a.m.,  light  wind  from  the  west.  I  Oh.,  numerous  whales  in  sigbt- 
12h.,  no  sun  to-day.  Ion.  42°  18',  distance  sailed  109  miles.  4h.  a.m.,  dark 
and  cloudy.    6h.,  Calm,  saw  three  ships.     lOh.,  rainy  and  no  wind. 

14. — Light  breeze  from  the  westward.  8h.,  wind  increasing.  12h.,  no 
sun  as  usual,  Ion.  40°  10',  distance  sailed  77  miles.  6h.  p.m.,  fresh  breeze 
blowing.  12h.,  wind  keeps  good. 

15* — 4h.  a.m.,  light  breeze  west.  lOh.,  thick  and  raining  at  intervals. 
12h.,  no  sun  to-day,  Ion.  37°  30',  sailed  114  miles:  4h.  p.m.,  light  winds^ 
west,  foggy.    8h.,  two  ships  in  sight  steering  east 

16.— 4h.  a.m.,  thick  and  raining.  8h.,  foggy,  but  good  breeze  from  the 
westward.  12h.,  no  sun  to-day,  Ion.  34°  50',  sailed  113  miles.  6h.  p-in.,  a 
fine  fresh  breeze  from  the  westward.    Sh.,  but  still  foggy  at  intervals. 

17. — 6h.  a.m.,  fresh  breeze  blowing  westward.  12h.,  no  sun  to-day.  Ion. 
31°  40',  distance  sailed  140  miles.  4h.  p.m.,  heavy  rain,  squall  canied  away 
squaresail  outrigger,  saw  a  large  waterspout.  8h.,  3  vessels  in  sight,  wind 
W.S^W.     lOh.,  saw  a  steamer  steering  east.     12h.,  clear  starlight. 

18 — 4h.  a.m.,  wind  west.  12h.,  lat.  48°  5S\  Ion.  28°  50',  sailed  121  miles. 
6h.  p.m.,  spoke  the  ship  Western  Empire  bound  to  Liverpool,  very  squally. 

loh.,  w.aw. 

19. — 2h.,  moderate  breeze  from  the  west.  4h.,  with  a  heavy  sea  on.  6h., 
vessel  in  sight.  12h.,  lat.  48°  52',  Ion.  25°  30',  sailed  90  miles.  6h.  p.m, 
spoke  ship  Lady  Peel  bound  to  Plymouth,  very  heavy  sea  running. 

20. — 4h.  a.m.,  a  heavy  breeze  from  the  west.  6h.,  with  a  tremendous  sea 
on.  8h.,  passed  a  portion  of  floating  wreck.  lOh.,  ship  Lady  Peel  still  ia 
sight.  12h.,  laf  49°  7',  Ion.  22°  20',  saUed  138  miles.  4h.  p.m,,  two  more 
sails  in  sight  steering  east     12h.,  still  blowing  firesh. 
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21.— 4h.  a-m.,  good  breeze  from  the  westward.  8h.,  a  vessel  in  sight 
bound  east.  12h.,  lat  49°  25',  Ion.  18°  20',  distance  saiJed  147  miles.  4b. 
p.m.,  wind  d}'ing  away.     10b  ,  wind  S.W. 

22, — 6h.  a.m  ,  moderate  breeze  from  tbe  S.W.  lOh.,  sail  in  sigbt  steering 
east.  12b.,  lat.  49°  47',  Ion.  16'',  sailed  105  miles.  6b.  p.m.,  tbick  and  bazy, 
8h.,  witb  a  fresh  breeze  from  tbe  N.W. 

23. — 4b.  a.m.,  fresb  breeze  W.S.W.  6b.,  witb  a  beavy  sea  on.  12b.,  no 
sun.  Ion.  12°  SO',  distance  sailed  120  miles.  6h.  p.m.,  hove  to  waiting  for 
elear  weather  to  lun  in  for  tbe  land.  12b.,  saw  a  vessel's  light  steer- 
iDg  east 

24-^6b.  a.m.,  made  sail  and  stood  east  again.  12b.,  no  sun  to-day.  Ion. 
10^  SO',  sailed  65  miles.     8b.  p.m.,  wind  still  blowing  from  tbe  westward. 

25. — 6b.  am.,  on  soundings  pleasant  sunshine.  12b.,  lat.  51°  11^  Ion.  7° 
20^.    6b.  p.m.,  bearing  up  for  Tusker. 

26.— 4b.  a.m.,  wind  S.W.  6b.,  overcast.  8b.,  sounded  in  38  fathoms 
coarse  sand.  10b.,  sighted  Tuskar — tbe  fSrst  land.  12b.,  opposite  Tuskar 
light.  4b.  p.m.,  lost  sigbt  of  Tuskar  10b.,  windS.W.  blowing  bard.  12b., 
raining. 

27* — 8h  a.m.,  sighted  Holyhead  through  the  clouds.  12h.,  opposite  the 
Skerries.  4b.  p.m.,  came  up  to  Point  Lynas.  8b.,  passed  tbe  Hell  buoy. 
10b.,  passed  tbe  Rock  light.  12b.,  let  go  tbe  anchor  opposite  Birkenhead 
Docks  River  Mersey. 


WEYMOUTH  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

No  sooner  had  the  regattas  terminated  in  the  Solent,  than  it  became  all 
anxiety  with  the  yachts  to  make  for  the  western  ports,  the  orders  being 
*^  get  to  Plymouth  if  possible,  if  not,  look  in  at  Weymouth/'  the  latter 
regatta  having  been  fixed  to  come  off  on  the  19th  of  August,  and  the 
Boyal  Western  at  Plymouth  on  the  20th  and  2l8t.  The  annual  feie 
at  Weymouth,  under  the  patronage  of  the  members  of  the  borough  for 
the  time  being.  Lord  Grey  de  Wilton,  m.p.,  and  Robert  Brooks,  m.p., 
and  the  presidents  and  vice-presidents,  came  off  accordingly  on  August 
19th,  and  although  very  few  yachts  were  present,  beyond  those  which 
took  part  in  the  contest,  we  cannot  omit  mentioning  that  the  diaplaj  on 
shore  exceeded  anything  we  had  ever  previously  witnessed.  The  fine 
weather  was  just  the  thing  for  the  holiday  folks. 

The  following  is  the  programme  which  was  issued: — First  prize,  50 
sovs.,  presented  by  the  borough  members,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  80 
tons;  time,  half  a  minute  per  ton;  four  times  round  the  usual  course.— 
Second  prize,  25  sovs.,  for  yachts  under  35  tons;  three  times  round  the 
course.— Third  prize,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  20  tons,  and  the  following 
prizes  for  minor  sail  boats,  and  rowing  matches,  viz.,  5  sovs.  for  spritsail 
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boats,  5  80V6.  for  four-oared  galleys,  5  sovg.  for  four-onred  galleys  rowed 
by  amateurs,  3  sovs.  for  four-oared  galleys,  3  sovs.  for  two-oared  canoes, 
3  sovs.  for  two-oared  canoes  by  watermen  over  50  years  of  age,  and 
various  pant  and  other  races. 

In  consequence  of  the  small  number  of  yachts  present,  the  committee 
resolved  upon  throwing  the  two  first  matched  into  one,  and  making  a 
first  and  second  prize,  vis.,  50  sovs.  and  25  sovs.,  which  appeared  to  give 
general  satisfaction.  The  following  entries  were  made,  and  at  noon  the 
yachts  were  at  their  stations: — Chrystabel,  48  tons,  H.  H.  Kennard, 
Esq.;  1  bought,  27  tons,  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.;  Phasma,  34  tons, 
E.  Saunderson,  Esq.;  Whisper,  19  tons,  J.  Crockford,  Esq.;  Emmet, 
20  tons,  J.  Mauderson,  Esq. 

There  was  a  strong  breeze  from  the  westward,  which,  for  a  portion  of 
the  course,  caused  a  dead  noser.      At  12h.  50m.,  the  start  was  effected, 
but  from  the  direction  of  the  wind,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  baoys 
were  placed  so  near  the  shore,  there  was  scarcely  room  for  those  to  wind- 
ward to  cant  round   without  fouling,  and  they  were  obliged  to  thread 
their  way  as  best  they  could.     The  Chrystabel  actually  touched   the 
ground,  and  for  a  few  minutes  it  was  thought  would  lose  the  *'  number 
of  her  mess."     The  yachts  having,  at  length,  got  clear,  were  spanking 
away  with  a  reef  down  in  the  mainsail  for  Radipole  mark,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Emmet  which  tried  a  whole  sail  for  a  short  time,  but 
she  found  it  at  last  necessary  to  follow  suit.     There  was  now  great  ex- 
citement on  shore;  inasmuch  as  the  yachts  were  all  in  a  cluster,  and  it 
was  difficult  to  tell  which  had  the  lead.     On  nearing  the  second  buoy, 
the  yachts  had  hauled  their  wind  for  it,  and  it  was  now  seen  that 
Thought  had  the  lead,  and  Whisper  second,  Chrystabel  fourth,  and  fast 
coming  up  with  the  others.     At  12h.  20m.  she  was  the  third  vessel.  At 
12h.  25m.  the  Thought  was  the  first  to  round  the  flag  buoy,  followed 
by  Chrystabel,  the  only  one  which  had  up  to  this  time  displayed  any 
sign  of  a  topsail.     They  now  laid  their  reach  to  the  southward  across 
the  bay  to  round  the  third  buoy,  and  from  thence  they  had  a  dead  beat. 
About  one  p.m.  the  Chrystabel  had  obtained  the  lead,  and  this  she  kept 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  course;  the  struggle   lying    chiefly 
between   her   and  the  Thought.     In  similar  order  the  second  round 
was  performed,  when  the  Whisper  gave  in  on  completing  the  round, 
and  the  Phasma  and  Emmet  during  the  third  round.     The  other  rounds 
were  left  to  the  Chrystabel  and  Thought.     Previous  to  the  last  round, 
the  Thought  seemed  determined  to  secure  the  second  prize,  finding  she 
had  no  chance  left  for  the  first;  and,  according  to  the  old  adage,  that 
"  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  none/'  her  skipper,  Barr,  no  doubt  thought  it 
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prudent  to  jog  on  until  the  finish  with  a  double  reef  in  her  mainsaih 
rrhe  following  is  the  order  and  time  of  completing  the  last  round:— 
Chrystabel,  6h.  6m.;  Thought,  5h.  27m. 

By  this  it  will  he  seen  that  as  Chrystabel^  48  tons,  had  to  allow 
Thought,  27  tons,  10^  minutes,  and  as  the  former  came  in  first  by  22 
minutes,  Chrystabel  consequently  gained  11^  minutes  over  Thought; 
'which  latter,  however,  held  out  to  the  last,  and  became  the  possessor  of 
the  second  prize.  The  rowing  matches  commenced  at  three  p.m.,  and 
-were  proceeded  with  while  the  yachts  were  away.  In  the  galley  match 
five  galleys  started;  two  of  which  were  rowed  by  watermen  against  three 
by  amateurs.  On  the  start  being  effected,  it  was  soon  ascertained  that 
before  many  lengths  had  been  pulled  the  young  blood  had  completely 
-winded  the  old  50's;  and  the  two  outside  boats,  which  were  manned  by 
'watermen,  did  not  round  the  mark  buoy;  one  boat  (Black),  in  fact, 
went  over  the  buoy,  and  arrived  at  the  g^al  first.  Other  matches  and 
sports  followed,  and  the  day  was  closed  by  a  grand  ball,  which  was  well 
and  fashionably  attended. 


DOVER  REGATTA. 

This  a£fair  was  brought  off  on  Tuesday,  August  27th,  and  was  the 
most  successful  of  any  previously  held  at  this  port.  The  weather  was 
certainly  nil  that  could  be  desired  by  the  most  sanguine  of  pleasure - 
seekers.  Tke  sun,  undimmed  by  cloud  or  fog,  shone  out  in  his  full 
splendour  upon  a  rare  scene  of  life  and  beauty  ;  and  a  gentle  sou' west 
breese  slightly  fanning  the  surface  of  the  calm  waters  of  the  bay» 
while  it  held  out  to  the  yachtsmen  a  prospect  of  an  exciting  race,  in  no 
way  interfered  with  the  rowing  matches,  in  which  the  public  interest 
was  mainly  centered.  The  bay,  unsurpassed  as  it  is  for  beauty  of 
natural  situation,  presented  a  highly  picturesque  and  charming  ap- 
pearance ;  the  clear  water,  reflecting  as  in  a  mirror  the  deep  azure  of 
a  cloudless  sky,  assumed  a  rich  bluish  green  tint,  that  contrasted  in  a 
pleasing  manner  with  the  snow-white  sails  of  the  yachts,  which  with  a 
variety  of  other  craf^  dotted  its  glistening  surface. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  purse  of  50  sovs., — first  to  receive  40  sovs., 
second,  10  sovs.  for  yachts  over  20  and  not  exceeding  80  tons,  R.T.Y.C. 
measurement.  Time  race,  quarter  of  a  minute  allowed  for  difference  of 
tonnage.  The  following  started  : — Audaz  59  tons,  J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq.; 
Thought,  27  tons,  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.  ;  Glance,  36  tons,  A.  Duncan, 
Esq.  ;  Eva,  21,  W.  R.  Gade,  Esq.     The  distance  was  24  miles,  round 
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buoys  statiooed   at  different  points.     The  breeze  was  fine    From  the 
south-west  which  enabled  the  competing  yachts  to  carry  whole  canvas. 
The  time  of  starting:  was    Ih.  or   nearly  so, — and  the  Glance's  ever 
active  crew  had  her  first  covered,  and  got  away  with  the  lead,  bat  the 
powerful  Audaz  soon  showed  in  advance,  and  was  considerablj  ahead 
at  the  finish  of   first  round  ;  and  on  the  second  round  the  Audax  led  by 
a  long  way— a  couple  of  miles — but  having  the  tide  on  her  weather 
beam  she  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  round   the  first    mark  boat 
without  making  a  tack,  and  here  she  lost  ground.     It  was  now  that  the 
Thought  which  was  the  second  vessel  had  the  opportunity  of  wiuning 
the  prize,  but  we   must  confess  that  she  deserved  to  lose  it  from  the 
total  want  of  seamanship  and  pilotship  displayed  by  those  on  board. 
Although  she  had  the  example  before  her  of  the  Audaz's  difficalty,  and 
although  she  was  hailed  from  the  Phoenix,  and  urged  to  make  a  short 
board  into  the  Admiralty  pier,  out  of  the  tide,  and  by  which  she  would 
have  been  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile   to  windward  before  the   tide 
caught  her— such  was  the  overweening  confidence  of  those  on  board  that 
they  totally  disregarded  the  advice  as  well  as  the  proper  course,  and 
the  consequence  was  the  painful  sight  of  seeing  the  smart  little  yacht 
urged  with  her  lee  bow  towards  the  mark  instead  of  her   stem,  thus 
losing  the  only  chance  she  had  of  pinning  the  Audax.     Another  time, 
at  Dover,  they  may  do  better,  by  the  experience  of  losing  by  20  seconds 
what  they  might  have  won  by  three  minutes. 

The  second  race  for  yachts  net  exceeding  20  tons  did  not  fill.  There 
were  nine  other  sailing  and  rowing  matches  by  boats  of  various  builds 
belonging  to  the  port,  and  the  sports  were  wound  up  by  a  duck  hunt, 
and  in  the  evening  a  goodly  display  of  fireworks. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  A.  A.  CA8AMAJ0R. 

This  gentleman's  sudden  death,  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  7th,  caused  great 
regret  amongst  the  rowing  men  on  the  Thames  and  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  His  kindly  disposition  gained  him  the  esteem  of  all  parties 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  during  his  long  and  successful  career  as 
the  Champion  Sculler  on  the  Thames;  and  the  aquatic  editor  of  BeiTs 
Life — himself  an  oracle  on  boatings-says: 

'*  His  wonderful  prowess  as  an  oarsman  and  sculler,  and  unflinching 
pluck,  at  once  directed  attention  to  the  boat  in  which  he  was  pulling  a 
match ;  and  without  disparagement  to  his  predecessors  and  oontempo* 
raries,  we  may  pronounce  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  best  scullers  that 
have  ever  appeared. 
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RANELAGH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

{^Ottr  Reporter  in  trouble, — Oa  the  morDing  of  this  match  he  hied  with  all 
the  haste  of  a  youthful  Mercarj  to  the  Swan  Wharf,  Upper  Thames- street. 
**  The  steamer's  gone,  sir,  but  they'll  stop  at  Woolwich,"  says  the  pierman. 
Presto !  away  he  sped  to  the  London  Bridge  Station,    *'  Ticket  to  Wool- 
"wich  I"    ••  All  right — start  in  ten  minutes."    Away  they  rattled,  over  house- 
tops and  through  dark  tunnels.     "  Get  out  at  the  Arsenal,"  says  a  passengert 
'*  it*8  nearest  to  the  steam  wharf."    He  followed  this  advice,  and  there  being 
no  knackers  at  this  station,  he  had  to  perform  a  desperate  feat  of  pedes- 
trianism,  which,  after  much  puffing  and  blowing,  was  accomplished  just  in 
time  to  see  the  fleet  of  yachts  start  off.     Determined  not  to  be  baulked  of 
his  holiday,  he  took  passage  on  board  a  Gravesend  steamer,  and  landed  at 
Boafaerville,  taking  up  his  quarters  at  a  tavern  on  the  shore,  directly  opposite 
which,  on  the  Essex  side,  the  Club  steamer  let  go  her  mud-hook ;  therefore 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  vessels  round.    Some  two  or  three 
hours  after  they  had  departed  on  their  upward  course  he  returned  per 
steamer  again ;  and  when  he  arrived  at  Erith  the  aquatics  were  over,  and 
therefore  he  continued  his  course  to  town.    So  we  are  indebted  to  our  old 
friend  BeU  for  the  following  account  of  the  match.] 

August  1. — This  club,  which  has  for  many  years  flourished  in  the  once 
rural  and  pleasant  reaches  above  Vauxhall  Bridge,  has  been  induced,  partly 
by  the  increased  size  and  number  of  its  vessels,  and  partly  by  the  impedi* 
inents  which  the  new  railway  bridge  above  Battersea  presents,  to  extend  the 
sphere  of  its  operations  to  the  ground  usually  occupied  by  the  below  bridge 
'  clubs,  and  the  most  complete  success  has  attended  this  advance. 

Two  handsome  silver  cups  were  presented  to  the  club  as  prizes,  one,  value 
15  80V8.,  by  Mr.  W.  Boggett,  an  old  and  zealous  member  of  the  club ; 
another,  value  8  sovs.,  by  the  Commodore  (Mr.  F.  Talfourd),  who  has  un* 
fortunately  fallen  into  a  deplorable  state  of  health.  The  course  selected 
was  new,  from  Woolwich  Arsenal  to  Rosherville,  and  back  to  Erith.  Time 
a  quarter  of  a  minute  per  half  ton.  Only  yachts  with  fixed  keels  were 
allowed  to  compete. 

The  following  entered  and  started: — Spray,  5  tons,  G.  Haines,  Esq.; 
Little  Vixen,  4^  tons,  J.  Gardner,  Esq.;  Jessica,  9  tons,  I.  Pick,  Esq. 
(Rear-Com.)  ;  Giraffe,  6  tons,  D.  G.  Hatcher,  Esq.;  Rover,  6i  tons,  W.  W. 
Limbert,  Esq. ;  Atalanta,  4  tons,  F.  Talfourd,  Esq.  (Com  ). 

The  morning  was  finer  and  more  promising  than  of  late,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  start  there  was  a  fresh  breeze  about  S.W.  The  competitors  were  riding 
to  their  own  anchors  off  the  Arsenal,  No.  1  being  nearest  the  Kent  shore : 
and  afte^  a  little  trouble  in  towing  the  Giraffe  to  her  place,  &c.,  the  first  gun 
was  fired  at  12h.  dOm.,  the  second  at  12h.  33m.  30s.  This  took  Giraffe  by 
by  surprise,  as  five  minutes  is  the  usual  time,  and  she  was  on  her  wrong 
sheer.    Jessica  was  exactly  right,  whipped  up  her  anchor,  and  sent  up  her 
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•ails  with  marTellous  celerity,  and  ia  Im.  30s.  was  off  and  under  way,  with 
topsul  up  and  sheeted  out,  whilst  Giraffe's  topsail  was  all  wrong, «and  wanted 
a  man  at  the  masthead.    Rover,  however,  having  the  best  berth,  took  the 
kad  at  first,  but  was  soon  passed  by  Spray,  whilst  all  but  the  Jessica  and 
Giraffe  set  sqnaresails.     Off  Barking  they  jibed  all  close  together,  and  skifi 
and  good  temper  must  have  been  necessary  to  prevent  collisions.     The  son 
shone  out  bright,  the  breeze  was  fresh  in  puffs,  and  the  white  sails  of  the 
little  yachts  looked  well  as  they  ran  along  before  the  wind.    Spraj  now  hmd 
the  lead,  and  flew  along  like  a  skimming  dish ;  Jessica  was  next ;  some  «mj 
astern  was  Giraffe,  then  Rover  and  Little  Vixen,  Atalanta  a  long  way  off. 
At  Crossness  Jessica  had  got  the  lead,  wind  light ;  Rover  and  little  Vixen 
caught  a  puff,  and  passed  Giraffe.    In  Halfway  Reach  a  smart  puff  from  the 
southward  made  squaresails  useless  ;  Spray  shot  fifty  yards  ahead  ;  Giraffe 
put  her  helm  down,  and  jumped  to  windward  of  the  Rover  and  Little  Vixen 
as  if  they  were  barges.    When,  however,  the  breeze  had  fairiy  caught  them 
all  on  the  quarter,  Spray  did  not'  seem  to  move,  and  was  passed  by  all  bat 
Atalanta.    In  Erith  Reach  the  sheets  were  flattened  aft,  Jessica  and  Giraflfe 
heeling  oyer  weU  to  the  breeze,  and  at  the  point  opposite  Erith  Giraffe,  in  a 
strong  puff  which  buried  the  lee  gunwales,  passed  Jessica  to  windward  with 
ease,  Jessica  not  trying  to  prevent  it.    The  race  now  seemed  over,  and  it 
was  Lombard-street  to  a  China  orange  on  Giraffe,  whose  peiformaccea  at 
the  P.  W.  Y.  C.  were  not  forgotten.    She  soon  gained  near  200  yards,  but 
there  she  seemed  to  stop,  and  at  Greenhithe  Jessica  was  actually  coming  np. 
The  wind  now  fell  light  again,  and  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  they  would 
save  their  tide.    In  Northfleet  Hope,  however,  it  fireshened,  and  Jessica  Cook 
in  a  monstrous  balloon  jib,  which  in  our  judgment  had  done  more  harm  than 
good  half  the  time;  we  should,  however,  prefer  it  to  the  ridiculous  spitfire 
which  the  Little  Vixen  persisted  in  exposing  on  her  bowsprit.     The  steamer 
anchored  off  Rosherville  Pier,  and  was  rounded  by  Giraffe,  2h.  34m. ;  Jessica, 
2h.  85m.  558. ;  Rover,  2h.  45m. ;  Little  Vixen,  2h.  45m.  408. ;  Spray,  2h.  4Sm* 
The  steamer  did  not  wait  for  Atalanta,  which  was  met  near  Tilbury  Ness. 

The  last  of  the  ebb  was  draining  out ;  wind  about  S.S.W.  and  light,  son 
bright  and  strong.  Giraffe,  after  rounding,  lay  up  much  better  than  Jessica, 
which  made  a  tack  of  doubtful  necessity  and  undoubtedly  too  long,  whibt 
Giraffe  went  well  round  the  point.  The  Giraffe  gained  steadily  but  not  Yery 
flist,  and  there  was  an  excellent  race  between  the  Rover,  Vixen,  and  Spray, 
the  little  Spray  keeping  up  wonderftilly.  They  beat  through  St.  Clements, 
and  here  Vixen  actually  took  in  her  Ht^le  jib,  and  worked  up  under  three 
sails  only.  Giraffe  tried  to  shuffle  round  Stone  Point  as  she  had  round  Til- 
bury Ness,  and  in  so  doing  got,  we  believe,  out  of  tfhe  tide  ;  but  worse  than 
that  befel,  for  as  she  was  hugging  the  point  and  shaking  up,  she  caught  on 
the  shelf  and  fairly  stuck.  At  first  her  bow  payed,  and  she  looked  likely  to 
run  dead  ashore ;  however,  they  got  the  head  sails  down,  and  by  dint  of 
shaking  and  shoving  with  a  spar  from  the  bowsprit  end,  they  got  her  head 
round  a  little,  and  off  she  came  before  the  three  last  boats  reached  her.  She 
had,  however,  been  eight  minutes  on  shore  by  our  calculation.    The  Jessica 
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was  four  miouteB  astern  when  the  Giraffe  stuck,  and  about  the  same  ahead 
^when  she  cam^  off.    It  was  not  very  far  to  Erith,  and  she  had  two  and  a  half 
minutes  to  gain,  and  tried  to  do  it.    She  was  on  the  leeward  shore,  but 
seemed  to  find  more  wind  than  the  Jessica  on  the  weather  shore.    However, 
it  would  not  do,  and  they  passed  the  winning  buoy  off  Erith  Pier-Jessica, 
4h.  8m. ;  Giraffe,  4h.  10m.  158. ;  Spray,  4h.  16nL  20s. ;  Little  Vixen,  4h. 
18m. ;  Rover,  4h.  19m.  15s. ;  Giraffe  thus  losing  by  45s.    The  time  al- 
lowed, half  a  minute  a  ton,  is  not  nearly  enough  between  such  small  vessels. 
We  should  say  that  two  minutes  a  ton  would  be  the  proper  allowance  for 
boats  under  10  tons,  for  of  course  there  is  as  much  difference  between  9  tons 
and  6  tons  as  between  45  tons  and  30  tons.    However,  the  Giraffe  deserved 
her  fate ;  we  believe  she  had  no  business  so  near  the  shore,  and,  moreover, 
she  was  violating  one  of  the  plainest  rules  of  racing  tactics,  that  the  winning 
vesael  should  run  no  risks.    She  was  leading  and  winning,  and  what  did  it 
signify  to  her  whether  she  gained  or  lost  half  a  minute  in  rounding  the  point. 
The  Jessica  is  a  large,  comfortable  boat,  but  hardly  built  for  racing.    She 
sprung  one  of  her  port  shrouds  in  St.  Clements.    The  Atalanta  had  her  top- 
sail stolen  in  the  night,  and  was  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  one 
to  set     There  was  some  talk  of  a  protest  on  the  part  of  the  Spray,  on  the 
ground   that  the  Giraffe  had  shoved  off;   however,  it  was  very  properly 
dropped,  and  the  prizes  were  presented  by  Mr.  T.  Keen  to  the  winners,  Mr. 
Pick,  of  course,  receiving  the  first  prized  and  Mr.  Bartlett,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Hatcher,  the  second. 

[The  Jessica  was  designed  by  Mr.  Waterman  for  Mr.  Clarke,  who  at  that 
time  was  commodore  of  a  new  yacht  club  started  on  the  Mersey,  which  was 
called  the  Liverpool ;  but  owing  to  bad  management,  it  was  soon  scattered 
to  the  winds.  Great  expectations  were  formed  of  this  vessel,  which  were 
never  realized.  In  one  of  our  former  volumes  we  have  given  her  portrait.— 
Ei>.  H.  Y.  M.] 


KINSALE  REGATTA. 


Oh  Monday,  the  29th  of  July,  this  event  commenced,  and,  by  the  attendance 
of  some  of  the  cracks  of  the  season,  great  excitement  prevailed  amongbt  the 
parties  interested  in  the  different  vessels.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  regatta 
in  a  spirited  and  worthy  manner.  Sir  John  Arnott,  M.P.,  presented  the 
meeting  with  the  first  prize,  viz.,  a  splendid  Challenge  Cup,  value  50  guineas, 
with  20  guineas  added,  open  to  all  yachts  exceeding  25  tons,  belonging  to 
royal  yacht  clubs,  to  become  the  property  of  the  gentlemen  winning  it  twice 
with  the  same  vessel. 

The  following  vessels  entered  and  started :— Sibyl,  38  tons.  Sir  J.  Arnott, 
M.P. ;  Glance,  36  tons,  A.  Duncan ;  Secret,  33  tons,  T.  D.  Keogh ;  Lurline, 
41  tons,  J.  C.  Atkins. 

The  course  was  from  the  flagship  to  go  round  the  Spit,  the  big  Sovereign 
Island ;  from  thence  round  a  flagboat  moored  off  the  old  Head  of  Kinsalc,  it 
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bearing  from  the  boat  W.  and  bj  N. ;  again  round  the  Sovereign  Utmd^ 
leaving  all  on  the  starboard  hand,  the  Spit  and  harbour  flagboat  to  be  left  on 
the  port  hand.    At  llh.  45m.  a.m.  a  magnificent  start  took  place.    Tbe 
Lurline  WbUt  off  with  the  lead,  but  the  gallant  little  Glance  speedily  col- 
lared her,  and  went  into  first  place.     Both  wind  and  sea  increasing  momen- 
tarily, the  Secret  bore  up  inside  the  Bullinan  buoy ;  nearing  the  Sovereign 
Island,  the  Glance  still  lead  nobly,  going  through  the  raging  sea  like  a  little 
steamship,  Lurline  sailing  a  fine  second,  and  the  Sibyl  third.    After  round- 
ing the  ialand,  the  Sibyl  raced  up  abeam  of  the  Lurline,  challenged,  and 
passed  her  to  windward  into  second  place;   the  Sibyl  then  went  at  the 
Glance  like  a  hawk  at  her  quarry,  but  the  Thames  clipper  was  not  to  be 
caught ;  she  had  men  in  her  that  knew  no  other  duty  than  to  win,  and  wind 
or  sea  was  no  novelty  to  them ;  they  were  bound  to  place  the  pride  of  tbe 
Itchen  foremost ;  and  had  King  Daniel  himself  been  there,  his  eyes  would 
have  twinkled  keenly  to  see  the  style  in  which  his  little  ship  was  bandied 
and  went :  at  Ih.  dOm.  the  Lurline  was  struck  by  a  tremendous  sea,  and  was 
forced  to  bear  up  for  the  harbour,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
Old  Head  flagboat  a  regular  green  mountain  broke  heavily  on  board  of  the 
Sibyl,  tearing  off  the  fore-hatch,  main  skyliglyt,  and  sail-room  hatch,  and 
nearly  filling  her.    Her  gallant  helmsman,  Capt.  O'Bryen,  immediately  bore 
up,  and  ran  before  the  gale,  in  order  to  enable  the  crew,  with  buckets  and 
pump,  to  master  tbe  water  below.    Scarcely  had  she  got  fairly  off  the  wind, 
when  another  tremendous  sea  pooped  her,  and  bursting  also  into  the  main- 
sail, smashed  both  boom  and  gaff.    It  was  now  no  child's  play,  the  gaUaot 
little  ship  was  almost  a  helpless  wreck,  but  her  crew  went  to  work  like 
thorough  yachtsmeur-cool,  confident,  and  daring — and  in  a  short  time  she 
was  all  right  again,  and  got  into  harbour  at  2h.  50ra.     All  this  time  the 
Glance  was  behaving  nobly,  and  the  proudest  laurel  that  ever  Mr.  Duncan 
can  boast  of  will  be  the  Challenge  Cup  of  Eansale.    She  finished  the  course 
by  herself,  and  came  in  the  winner  amidst  a  display  of  enthusiasm  by  all  who 
witnessed  the  splendid  performance  of  both  vessel  and  crew  that  fairly  puts 
description  at  defiance.    It  was  on£  of  the  finest  sailed  races  ever  witnessed, 
and  many  veteran  yachtsmen  declared  it  to  be  the  wildest  day  they  ever  saw 
a  match  sailed  upon.    The  vessels  started  under  double-reefed  mainsails, 
double-reefed  foresails,  and  small  jibs,  with  topmasts  on  decks.    Truly,  the 
Glance  and  her  crew  have  covered  themselves  with  renown  this  season.     The 
Glance  sailed  the  entire  course  under  three  hours. 

The  second  match  was  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  until  Tuesday,  when  the  following  yachts,  not  exceeding  10  tons, 
started  for  a  purse  of  15  sov. : — Aileen,  Col.  Beamish  ;  Morning  Star,  T. 
Quinn;  Black  Prophet,  D.  Noonon;  John,  J.  Corbett;  Flirt,  R.  Joyces 
Ocean  Queen,  R.  W.  Knowles. 

This  little  Mosquito  fleet  made  a  beautiful  start,  and  some  close  sailing 
took  place  between  them,  a  very  determined  struggle  being  maintained  to 
the  end,  when  the  John  came  to  the  front,  and  went  in  a  gallant  winner,  the 
Black  Prophet  a  good  second. 
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The  second  race  was  for  a  purse  of  20  sovs.,  for  yachts  of  from  10  to  15 
"tons.  For  this  prize  only  two  were  entered,  but  the  names  of  the  competi- 
tors was  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  fight  would  be  a  fierce  one.  They 
-were '.—Pembroke,  11  tons,  T.  B.  Boland;  Bijou,  1 1  tons,  R.  D.  Kane. 

A  most  exciting  match  took  place  between  these  two  gallant  little  clippers. 
Every  inch  of  water  was  contested  with  a  skill  that  betokened  veteran  racers. 
At  length  the  Pembroke  drew  out  near  the  flagship,  and  declared  to  win, 
going  in  ahead  of  the  Bijou  by  two  lengths.  Various  yawl,  gig,  and  punt 
races  afforded  much  amusement  to  the  immense  crowd  of  spectators  on 
shore,  and  the  sports  of  the  regatta  were  brought  to  a  close  by  a  very  fine 
display  of  fireworks  from  Sir  John  Amott's  yacht,  the  Rosina.  Much  credit 
is  due  to  the  Sailing  Committee  and  stewards  for  their  admirable  arrange- 
ment and  management  of  this  regatta;  the  hon.  secretary,  R.  W.  Knowles, 
was  indefatigable  in  his  exertions,  and  contributed  in  no  slight  degree  to  the 
complete  success  of  the  meeting. 


TEIGNMOUTH  REGATTA. 

This  was  a  very  tame  affair— no  prizes  of  any  amount  to  induce  yachtsmen 
to  forego  the  attractions  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  regatta;  for  it 
unfortunately  happened  that  this,  held  on  Monday,  August  the  19th,  and 
the  other  on  Tuesday,  the  20tb,  as  recorded  in  our  last  Number.  There  was 
certainly  a  great  concourse  of  people  present,  notwithstanding  the  Sunday 
previous  closing  with  every  appearance  of  an  unpleasant  day  on  the  morrow. 
Fortunately,  however,  it  opened  gloriously,  and  so  far  cheered  the  flagging 
spirits  of  the  visitors.  Time  was  sadly  wasted,  for  it  was  2  o'clock  before  any 
signs  of  a  start  was  noticed. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  purse  of  15  sovs.,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  12  tonSi 
and  for  which  the  following  started : — Firefly,  10  tons,  Mr.  Hoare ;  Eagle, 
8^  tons,  Mr,  King ;  and  Ugly  Mug,  7  tons,  Mr.  Cotton. 

These  boats  started  at  2h.  43m.  The  Firefly  got  away  first,  the  Ugly 
Mug  close  after  her,  and  the  Eagle  some  distance  to  leeward.  The  boats 
went  away  on  the  port  tack  with  the  wind  on  the  quarter.  They  stood 
away  well  for  the  mark  off  the  Parson  and  Clerk,  which  the  Eagle  was  the 
first  to  pass,  and  the  Firefly  second.  When  reaching  over  for  the  mark  in 
Babblcombe  Bay,  however,  the  Firefly  overhauled  the  Eagle  and  passed  her. 
She  continued  to  increase  the  distance  between  her  and  the  Eagle,  till  at 
length,  at  the  close  of  the  first  round,  she  was  full  16  minutes  ahead,  which 
she  increased  in  the  second  round,  and  ultimately  came  in  a  winner. 

The  second  prize  offered  by  the  committee  was  10  sovs.  for  yachts  not  ex- 
ceeding 7  tons,  bona  fide  the  property  of  gentlemen,  and  kept  for  pleasure 
only;  three  to  start  or  no  race.  The  following  started: — Psyche,  4  tons, 
Capt.  Flamank;  Little  Louisa,  3  tons,  Capt.  Bartlett;  Shadow,  4  tons, 
Capt.  Clarke. 
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The  sigoal  gun  was  fired  at  3  o'clock.  The  Little  Louisa  had  a  good 
start,  with  the  Psyche  close  behind  her.  In  this  order  the  first  markboat 
was  rounded ;  and  as  the  boats  worked  up  towards  the  second,  the  Psyche 
hung  close  on  the  Little  Louisa's  quarter  with  amusing  pertinacity.  The 
run  throughout  was  very  good. 

The  next  race  was  by  open  sailing-boats,  the  prize  8  soys.,  for  which  the 
Lion,  Frolic,  and  Love  started.  After  a  well -contested  race,  the  former  was 
declared  the  winner. 

Several  rowing  matches  folio wed|  and  closed  the  regatta  for  1861. 


LOUGH-ALLEN  REGATTA. 


Thb  regatta  on  Lough- Allen  for  the  season  came  'off  on  Tuesday,  the  23rd 
of  July.  The  threatening  appearance  of  the  weather,  and  the  rain  which 
had  fallen  heavily  for  two  or  three  days  previously,  had  the  effect  of  lessen- 
ing in  some  degree  the  number  of  yachts  in  attendance.  Although,  how- 
ever, the  morning  was  cloudy,  the  sun  made  his  appearance  some  time  before 
the  hour  of  starting,  and  the  day  was  in  every  respect  favourable  both  to  the 
sport  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  considerable  party  of  spectators,  assembled 
as  usual  at  Lough -Allen  Island,  the  beautiful  summer  residence  of  M. 
O'Conor,  Esq.,  which  commands  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  excellent  sail- 
ing course  afforded  by  this  noble  expanse  of  water. 

Among  the  company  present  we  observed  the  following  :-~E.  K.  Tenison, 
Esq,,  L.L.,  Kilronan  Castle ;  Lady  Louisa  and  Miss  Tenison,  with  Mrs. 
Phillips,  Master  and  Miss  Phillips ;  Captain  and  Mrs.  Tottenham  ;  Francis 
La  Toucfae,  Esq.,  Drumbeimy ;  Madame  de  Janvern  and  Miss  de  Janvern ; 
Captain  Sadleir ;  Mr.  and  the  Misses  i\f  ansfield ;  Captain  and  Mrs.  Birchall 
and  the  Misses  Birchall ;  Captain  Irwin,  Boscommon  Regiment ;  Rev.  J. 
Radcliffe  and  the  Misses  Radcliffe;  Major  Anderson;  Mathew  O^Conor, 
Esq. ;  T.  J.  Butler,  R.M. ;  Captain  W.  Duckworth ;  Messrs.  Fisher*  Pey toDi 
Wilton,  Hyor,  ftc. 

First  race — Sailing  match  for  a  purse  of  10  sovs.,  2  sovs.  added  for  second 
boat.  This  race  started  at  lib.  19m.  a.m.  The  following  were  the  starting 
boats : — Corsair,  16  tons,  Captain  Bassett  Holmes;  Avenger,  9  tons,  Captain 
Sadleir ;  Querida,  8  tons,  M.  O'Conor,  Esq. 

The  wind  during  this  race  was  exceedingly  high,  with  occasional  squalls, 
80  as  to  test  to  the  utmost  the  seamanship  of  the  respective  crews.  Con- 
siderable interest  was  excited  by  the  fact  that  the  Querida  was  an  untried 
boat,  just  finished  upon  the  lake  for  M.  0*Conor,  Esq..  by  Richard  Purdy, 
of  Dublin,  foreman  to  the  late  well-known  builder,  Marshall :  while  the 
Corsair  was  a  late  importation  from  the  Clyde  by  the  crack  racing  builder  of 
the  kingdom.  Will  Fife,  of  the  Fairlie,  and  her  owner  was  formerly  the 
proprietor  of  the  third  boat,  the  Avenger,  the  hero  of  many  triumphs  in 
Shannon  sailing  matches.    The  Corsair  took  a  decided  lead  at  starting,  but 
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was  closely  followed  by  the  Querida.  Some  accident  appeared  to  have  pre- 
▼ented  the  Avenger  from  getting  off  as  well  as  the  other  two  boats.  After 
disappearing  behind  a  projecting  headland,  the  boats  again  became  visible 
in  the  same  order,  the  Querida  rather  best  to  windward,  but  Corsair  a  long 
distance  behind.  This  order  continued  to  the  flagship,  which  they  rounded 
as  follows: — Corsair,  Ih.  5m.;  Querida,  Ih.  18m.  40s.;  Avenger,  Ih.  67m* 

Second  race — Lough- Allen  Challenge  Cup,  value  35  sovs. — Corsair,  16 
tons,  Capt.  Holmes;  Meta,  8  tons,  Hon.  R.  Ring;  Querida,  8  tons,  M. 
O'Conor,  Esq. :  Shamrock,  2  tons,  Mr.  J.  M'Keon. 

The  contest  for  this  race  was  looked  to  with  much  anxiety.     The  success 

of  the  Corsair  in  the  previous  race  induced  many  to  think  her  the  winning 

boat  for  this ;  while  the  Meta,  a  beautiful  little  model  clipper  by  Morisoii, 

had  been  just  imported  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  King,  and  held  the  highest  character 

as  a  racer.    The  cup,  too,  had  been  already  twice  carried  off  by  Mr.  King 

and  his  success  on  this  occasion  would  give  it  to  him  permanently.    The 

^veather  had  moderated  a  little,  though  still  blowing  rather  stiffly,  and  every 

inch  of  canvas  was  set  upon  the  Meta  and  the  Corsair.    At  2h.  40m.  the 

gon  was  fired  for  starting,  and  in  an  instant  all  four  boats  slipped  their 

moorings  and  were  off.    The  Meta  hauled  her  wind  as  slowly  as  possible, 

the  other  boats  sailing  more  directly  down  the  lake.    The  Querida  started 

on  the  port  tack,  by  which  she  obtained  a  decided  lead  for  nearly  two  miles* 

The  boats  rounded  the  first  flag  in  the  following  order  :•— Corsair,  Meta, 

Querida,  and  Shamrock,  the  three  first^mentioned  boats  being  so  close  that 

each  could  have  spoken  with  those  next  it,  when  passing  on  the  opposite 

tack.     The  Corsair  and  Meta  from  this  point  forged  slowly  ahead  of  the 

other  boats.    On  rounding  the  last  mark  before  the  flagboat,  a  very  heavy 

sqaall  came  on,  and  some  apprehension  prevailed  as  to  the  result  among  the 

spectators  on  shore,  owing  to  the  immense  breadth  of  canvas  carried,  more 

especially  by  the  Meta,  whose  sails  would  not  have  disgraced  the  Flying 

Dutchman  himself.    All  arrived,  however,  in  safety  at  the  goal,  and  were 

timed : — Corsair,  3h.  56m.  SOs. ;  Meta,  8h.  58m.  50s. ;  Querida,  4h.  7m. ; 

Shamrock,  4b.  15m. 

Loud  cheers  greeted  the  arrival  of  the  Meta,  she  winning  by  over  6 
minutes  beyond  the  time  allowed.  The  sports  concluded  by  several  rowing 
matches,  and  at  6  o^clock  the  company  sat  down  to  luncheon  in  a  spacious 
marquee  erected  by  the  stewards,  after  which  they  were  conveyed  on  shore 
by  boats  provided  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  evening  a  splendid  ball  was  given  at  Black- Rock,  the  beautiful  re- 
sidence of  A.  J.  V.  Birchall,  Esq.,  which  was  attended  by  the  elite  of  the 
vicinity,  and  most  of  the  visitors  to  the  regatta.  Dancing  was  kept  up  until 
an  early  hour  on  Wednesday  morning. 


i 
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NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

JuLT  12th  the  second  race  meeting  of  this  club  was  held,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion Wroxham  Broad  was  the  trjstiog  place.  Thii  fine  sheet  of  water  his 
been  for  a  great  number  of  years  celebrated  amongst  the  Norfolk  folks  as  an 
especial  favourite  place  for  aquatic  sports— a^re,  years  before  the  name 
of  "yacht"  superseded  that  of  "pleasure-boat,**  the  Yarmouthians  and 
yokels  congregated  there  in  great  force.  Since  the  establishment  of  the 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Club  it  has  become  more  known  to  the  lovers  of  aquatics 
in  both  counties,  and  the  place  is  better  adapted  for  the  class  of  boata  that 
usually  contend  there.  The  weather  was  fine,  but  at  the  same  time  cool ; 
the  wind  was  variable,  being  sometimes  in  the  southern  and  sometimes  in 
the  western  quartei,  but  in  tacking  about  the  Broad  the  yachts  found  this 
an  advantage  rather  than  otherwise.  The  course  was  duly  laid  down,  but 
the  limits  of  the  Broad  not  being  very  extensive,  six  rounds  were  sailed  in 
one  of  the  matches,  and. four  in  another;  and  even  then  the  affair  vaa 
brought  to  a  close  without  the  dilatoriness  which  oilen  mars  the  pleasure  of 
aquatic  amusements. 

The  first  match  was  for  a  prize  of  10  sovs.  and  the  following  eight  jachts 
entered : — ^The  Belvidere,  Mr.  T.  Read,  Yarmouth,  9  tons ;  the  Argooaut, 
Mr.  £.  S.  Trafford,  Wroxham,  18  tons;  the  Wanderer,  Mr.  J.  Barber,  Yar- 
mouth, 14  tons;  the  Bittern,  Mr.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Norwich,  7  tons;  tht 
Kestrel,  Col.  Baker  (10th  Hussars),  12  tons;  the  Oberon,  Mr.  Morton,  Ayl- 
sham,  5  tons ;  the  Maud,  Mr.  F.  Foster,  Norwich,  1  ton ;  and  the  Lady  in 
White,  Mr.  R.  J.  Harvey,  Norwich,  6  tons.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  was 
a  tolerable  variation  in  their  tonnage,  but  the  usual  allowance  of  half  a 
minute  per  ton  was  made. 

The  start  took  place  at  12h.  59m.,  when  the  Argonaut  went  away  with 
the  lead ;  but  her  success  was  short-lived,  as  five  of  the  boats  passed  her 
before  the  first  round  was  completed.  During  the  remainder  of  which  aod 
the  second  and  third  rounds  the  Wanderer  led,  with  Belvidere  about  a  minute 
behind  her,  followed  by  Kestrel  third.  Bittern  fourth,  Oberon  fifth,  Argonaut 
sixth,  Lady  in  White  seventh,  and  Maud  eighth.  As  the  Wanderer  had  to 
make  her  old  rival,  the  Belvidere,  an  allowance  of  2}  minutes  for  difference 
of  tonnage,  the  latter  had  at  this  point  virtually  the  advantage,  and  the.inte- 
rest  of  the  match  was  well  sustained ;  in  fact,  the  secretary  and  his  friends 
had  quite  enough  to  do  to  keep  up  with  and  record  the  movements  of  the 
constantly  passing  competitors.  The  remaining  rounds  proved  more  favour- 
able to  the  Belvidere,  for,  in  the  sixth  and  last,  the  Wanderer  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  carry  away  a  main  halyard,  the  result  being  that  she  was  reduced 
to  that  unpleasant  position  "  nowhere,'*  after  having  gallantly  sustained  her 
well-merited  reputation.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  third  round  the  Lady  in 
White  cried  picavi,  and  in  the  fifth,  Kestrel,  Oberon,  Argonaut,  and  Maud. 
The  Bittern  pluckily  carried  on  to  the  finish  of  the  sixth  and  final  round, 
although  she  had  no  hopes  of  winning.     The  Belvidere's  time  was  2h.  580. 
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18.,  the  Bittern^s  3h.  5m.  5b,  ;  the  former  had  to  allow  the  latter  one 
minute,  but  this,  of  course,  made  no  difference,  as  she  had  then  5in.  20s.  in 
her  favour. 

The  second  match  was  between  the  latteen  rig  vessels.  There  were  three 
entries,  viz.,  the  Merlin,  Messrs.  Foster  and  Hubbard,  of  Brundall,  4  tons ; 
t.lie  Vampire,  Mr.  Everett,  of  Cove,  8|  'tons  ;  the  Atalanta,  Col.  Wilson,  of 
Ixodes,  the  tonnage  of  which  was  not  officially  ascertained.  The  course 
•v^aa  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  match,  but  only  four  rounds  were  sailed. 
I^be  start  took  place  at  3h.  32m.  208.,  and  the  interest  of  the  match  was 
confined  to  the  Merlin  and  Vampire,  the  Atalanta  retiring  at  the  close  of 
the  second  round.  The  third  was  well  contested,  the  Merlin  heading  Vam- 
pire only  25s.,  and  the  fourth  and  last  round  was  very  exciting,  as  the  smaller 
l>oat,  the  Maud,  increased  the  distance  between  herself  and  Vampire,  and 
iwas  landed  the  winner  with  Im.  2s.  to  spare,  as  being  the  lesser  craft  she 
liad  no  time  to  give ;  she  therefore  received  the  prize,  1 0  sovs.  cash. 

For  the  Trafford  Cup,  which  was  open  to  craft  of  every  class  and  rig,  there 
-were    ten    entiies,  viz.,  Belvidere,   Red  Rover,  Maud,  Oberon,  Vampire, 
Merlin.  Wallace,  Enchantress,  Wanderer,  and  Bittern.     Of  these,  Oberon 
did  not  start.     They  were  handicapped  according  to  their  previous  per- 
formances ;  the  course,  six  times  round  the  Broad.     The  wind,  which  was 
S.S.W.  at  staining,  veered  into  the  S.E.  as  the  afternoon  advanced,  and  the 
match  was  sailed  under  favourable  conditions,  and  without  any  accident, 
although  the  leading  competitors  followed  so  closely  in  each  other's  wake 
that  they  had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  clear  in  rounding  the  buoys.     The 
start  took  place  at  12h.  33m  ,  and  the  Enchantress  and  Wanderer  soon  ob- 
tained the  lead,  the  Bittern  being  a  pretty  good  third.    The  first  round  closed 
with  Enchantress  leading,  with  Wanderer,  Bittern,  and  the  others  well  up. 
In  the  second  round  the  Enchantress  continued  to  increase  her  advantage, 
and  gained  22sec.  on  the  Wanderer,  which,  indeed,  was  passed  by  the  Red 
Rover,  although  by  the  trifling  lead  of  2see.     The  Bittern,  as  has  been  usual 
with  her  at  several  matches,  did  not  sustain  her  early  promise,  being  left 
astern  by  the  Belvidere,  which  thus  worked  into  the  fourth  place,  the  En* 
cbantresB  still  leading,  with  Red  Rover  second,  Wanderer  third.     In  the 
third  round  fortune  began  to  declare  for  her  old  favourite,  the  Wanderer, 
which  steadily  overhauled  her  rivals,  the  Enchantress  and  Red  Rover,  and 
obtained  a  position  which  afterwards  proved  unassailable.     Of  course,  at 
this  change  in  the  prospects  of  the  match,  the  interest  of  the  spectators  rose 
to  the  highest  pitch,  especially  as  in  passing  the  spot  at  which  the  yachts 
were  timed  the  Wanderer  was  only  a  bare  Ave  seconds  ahead  of  the  En- 
chantress.   The  Red  Rover  was  overhauled  by  the  Belvidere,  and  the  Bittern 
and  the  others  continued  to  fall  further  astern.    In  the  t\.'o  following  rounds 
the  same  positions  were  maintained,  but  at  the  completion  of  the  fifth  round 
the  Belvidere  had  gained  third  place.     In  this  order  they  completed  the 
match — Wanderer,  Enchantress,  Belvidere,  Vampire,  and   Bittern.      The 
Wanderer,  after  allowing  the  Belvidere  Im.,  had  an  advantage  of  Im.  20s., 
and  was  awarded  the  cup.     Taking  into  account  the  frequeet  changes  which 

NO.  to. — VOL.  X.  3  Q 


462  HUNT*8  TACHTIKG  MAGAZIKE. 

occurred  in  the  coorse  of  the  match,  the  number  of  competitors,  and  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  they  were  handled,  the  whole  affair  moat  be  pro- 
nounced the  best  which  the  club  has  conducted  this  season. 

So,  also,  the  match  for  the  Challenge  Cup,  which  followed,  was  a  well- 
sustained  struggle.  The  competitors  were  the  Merlin  and  the  Enchantrea. 
Ttie  start  took  place  at  4b.  4m.,  and  from  the  first  the  contest  was  a  raj 
close  one.  As  the  position  of  the  competitors  did  not,  howcTer,  change,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  append  the  official  return  of  the  three  roands  sailed  ai 
one  glance: — Enchantress — First  round,  4h.  22m.  15s.;  second  round, 
4h.  1 5m.  9s. ;  third  round,  5h.  6m.  28s.  Merlin — First  round,  4h.  22m.  458. ; 
second  round,  5h.  46m.  5m. ;  third  round,  5h.  7m.  7s. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  these  figures,  that  the  Enchantress  slightly  increaaed 
her  lead  in  the  second  round,  but  lost  again  in  the  third.  Aa  her  advantage 
at  the  close  was  only  39sec.,  and  her  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  the  Merlio 
by  3  tons;  the  latter  had,  after  the  usual  allowance,  a  lead  of  51aec.,  and 
consequently  received  the  cup,  which  has  thus  changed  hands  twice  this 
year. 

Aug.  Bth. — A  meeting  was  held  on  Oulton  Broad,  and  a  match  sailed  be* 
tween  the  Wanderer,  Mr.  J.  L.  Barber,  of  Yarmouth,  14  tons;  the  Bitteni, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Norwich,  7  tons ;  the  Red  Rover,  Mr.  S.  Nightingale, 
Yarmouth,  14  tons ;  and  the  Belvidere,  Mr.  T.  M.  Read,  Yasnouth,  9  tons. 
The  course  was  marked  by  buoys  round  the  Broad,  and,  as  it  did  not  exceed 
two  miles  in  length,  it  was  traversed  five  times.    The  wind  wss  so  strong 
that  it  was  comparatively  difficult  to  handle  the  larger  yachts,  and  the  anialler 
ones  had  consequently  a  better  chance  of  success — a  state  of  things  by  which 
the  Belvidere  was  not  slow  to  profit ;  in  fact,  she  obtained  the  lead  at  the 
outset.    The  start  took  place  at  Ih.  55m.  8s.,  and  the  yachts  were  soon  round 
the  Broad  in   the  following  order. — Belvidere,   2b.   8m.  47s.;  Wanderer, 
2h.  9m.  7s. ;  Red  Rover,  2h.  9m.  30s. ;  Bittern,  2h.  10m.  48s.     The  Wandero, 
in  the  second  round,  was  cleverly  handled,  and  succeeded  not  only  in  re* 
ducing  the  distance  which  «he  was  astern  of  the  Belvidere,  but  even  in  pass* 
ing  her.    The  Red  Rover  remained  much  about  the  same,  neither  better  nor 
worse.    Time : — Wanderer,  2h.  26m.  2s. ;    Belvidere,  2h.  26m.  98. ;    Red 
Rover,  2h.  27m. ;  Bittern,  2h.  29m.  15s.    The  third  round  proved  still  more 
favourable  for  the  Wanderer,  and  many  of  the  lookers-on  began  to  feel  con- 
fident as  to  her  success,  the  Belvidere  losing  40s.  in  the  two  miles,  and 
keeping  only  8s.  ahead  of  the  Red  Rover,  while  the  Bittern  became  more 
and  more  astern: — Wanderer,  2h.  41m.  258.;    Belvidere,  2h.  42m.   12s.. 
Red  Rover,  2h.  42m.  208. ;  Bittern,  2h.  46m.  37s.    In  the  fourth  round  the 
tide  again  turned  more  in  favour  of  the  Belvidere,  which  reduced  the  Wan- 
derer's lead  from  47s.  to  32s.;  and  taking  into  account  the  allowanced 
2m.  308.  which  the  Wanderer  had  to  make,  her  chances  visibly  diminished, 
the  main  cause  being  that  the  larger  yachts  were  scarcely  sufficiently  manned, 
considering  the  force  of  the  wind.    From  this  circumstance  the  Red  Rover 
also  lost  way,  as  compared  with  the  Belvidere.    Time: — Wanderer  2b. 
56m.  378. ;  Belvidere,  2h.  57m.  98. ;  Red  Rover,  2h.  58m. ;  Bittern,  3h.  4oi.  4ai 
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Matters  did  not  undergo  any  material  change  in  the  final  round,  although 
the  Belvidere  would  probably  have  come  in  a  little  closer  to  the  Wanderer 
if  in  running  down  the  Broad  for  the  last  time  she  had  not  carried  away  her 
main  halyards.  This  casualty  did  not,  however*  in  any  way  affect  the  result 
of  the  match,  as  after  receiving  the  usual  allowance  for  difference  of  tonnage, 
the  Belvidere  bad  an  advantage  of  Im.  58s.,  and  the  prize  (10  sovs.)  was 
accordingly  awarded  to  her.  The  close  was  thus  recorded: — Wanderer, 
8h.  12m.  lOsj  Belvidere,  3h.  12m.  42s.;  Red  Bover,  dh.  13m.  57s  ;  Bittern, 
3b.  21m.  4S/8. 

At  the  regatta  on  Oulton  Broad  the  Challenge  Cap  was  again  competed 
for,  the  Merlin  (the  bolder)  being  challenged  by  the  Wanderer.    The  bur- 
then of  the  Merlin  being  4  tons,  and  that  of  the  Wanderer  14  tons,  the 
Merlin  was  entitled  to  an  allowance  of  five  minutes.     The  start  took  place 
at  lb.  16m.  52s.,  the  wind  being  again  very  strong,  so  that  the  waters  of  the 
Broad  were  very  rough,  and  the  smaller  competitor  had  quite  enough  to  do 
to  accomplish  the  distance  with  safety,  and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  a 
high  rate  of  speed.     The  Wanderer,  as  was  to  be  expected,  at  once  took  the 
lead,  but  the  little  Merlin  gallantly  continued  the  contest  to  the  close,  it 
being  a  question  whether  she  could  not  keep  within  the  margin  allowed  her. 
The  start  took  place  at  lb.  16m.  528  ,  and  the  first  round  resulted  as  follows : 
Wauderer,  lb.*  31m.  248.;  Merlin,  Ih.  32m.  128.     The   Wanderer  had  thus 
an  advantage  of  48s.,  which  was  increased  to  Im.  45s.  at  the  end  of  the 
second  round,  3m.  at  the  end  of  the  third  round,  4m.  12s.  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  round,  5m.  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  round,  and  5m.  25s  at  the  end  of 
the  sixth  and  final  round,  thus  giving  the  Wanderer,  after  deducting  5m.  for 
diffVirence  of  tonnage,  a  narrow  advantage  of  25s. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  match  which  this  club  held  on  Oukon  Broad , 
a  match  was  got  up  between  Mr.  Barber,  of  the  Wanderer,  and  Mr.  Nightin- 
gale, of  the  Red  Hover.  These  yachts  are  as. nearly  as  possible  of  equal 
tonnage,  and  have  been  very  close  rivals  this  season  ;  it  was  therefore  re- 
solved by  their  owners  to  sail  for  25  sovs.  a  side.  The  course  selected  was 
five  times  round  the  Broad,  and  the  yachts  started  with  a  strong  west  wind 
at  5h.  17m.  lOs.  The  Wanderer  had  the  advantage  at  first,  and  completed 
ber  first  round  Im.  25s.  ahead  of  the  Red  Rover,  the  time  recorded  being, 
W^anderer,  5h.  31m.  50s. ;  Red  Rover,  5 h.  33m.  15s.  In  the  second  round 
this  advantage  was  pretty  well  maintained,  the  W^anderer  having  a  lead  at 
the  close  of  Im.  19s.  The  third  round  was,  through  an  accident,  not  timed, 
but  the  Wanderer  now  began  to  lose  her  advantage,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
fourth  round  was  passed  by  her  opponent,  which  afterwards  maintained  the 
lead;  time.  Red  Rover,  6h.  21m.  5s. ;  Wanderer,  6h.  21m.  178.  The  fifth 
and  last  round  resulted  further  to  the  advantage  of  the  Red  Rover,  which 
went  more  and  more  ahead,  the  yachts  coming  in  at  the  close  as  follows : — 
Red  Rover,  8h.  36m.  32s. ;  Wanderer,  6h.  37m.  35s.  As  no  allowance  had 
to  be  made  for  difference  of  tonnage,  the  Red  Rover  thus  won  by  Im.  3s.. 
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GREAT  YARMOUra  REGATTA. 

Thw  regatta  came  ofFon  Tuesday,  August  6th,  which,  we  regret  to  say.  was 
Dot  so  successful  as  bad  been  expected  iu  respect  to  matches  wherein  yachts 
are  concerned.  A  purse  of  50  sovs.  was,  as  in  former  years,  offered  for  first- 
class  yachts,  and  the  following  entries  appeared  on  the  official  card : — 
Dream,  Major  Weathead,  31  tons;  Queen,  Capt,  Whitbread,  25  tons: 
Eva,  Mr.  W.  Gade,  21  tons ;  and  Oberon,  Mr.  J.  D.  Hewitt,  20  tons.  The 
committee  insisted,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  printed  on  their  card 
— whether  or  not  the  arrangement  was  more  extensively  advertised  did  not 
transpire — that  four  yachts  should  start,  or  that  the  match  should  be  cff; 
and  neither  the  Queen  nor  the  Oberon  being  present,  further  proceedings 
were  thus  barred.  No  explanation  was  given  as  to  the  absence  of  the 
Oberon,  but  it  appeared  from  a  telegram  that  Capt.  Whitbread,  the  owner  of 
^he  Queen,  declined  to  compete  on  finding  a  money  prize  was  offered. 
Major  Weathead  and  Mr.  Gnde  were  not  well  pleased  with  this  state  of 
things,  and  a  proposal  was  made  to  the  committee  that  the  two  yachts  should 
sail  for  20  sovs.,  but  not  acceded  to.  Mr,  Gade  then  offered  to  hand  over 
the  prize  to  the  National  Lifeboat  Institution  ;  this  was  also  rejected.  The 
leading  feature  of  the  programme  thus  came  to  nothing,  arrangement  for 
securing  the  attendance  of  distant  yachts  not  having  been  commenced  early 
enough  in  the  season.  This  is  not  the  first  time  a  similar  failure  has  oc- 
curred from  the  same  cause,  the  townspeople  being  disinclined  to  move  io 
the  matter  till  the  last  moment.  Of  course  yachtsmen  cannot  then  disturb 
the  engagements  into  which  they  have  already  entered  on  the  southern  or 
western  coasts,  or  in  the  metropolitan  waters,  and  hence  a  competition  be- 
tween first-class  yachts  is  a  rare  thing  off*  Yarmouth.  The  committe  no  doubt 
acted  strictly  in  accordance -with  their  printed  condition  in  refusing  their 
assent  to  a  match  on  Tuesday ;  but,  nevertheless,  yachtsmen  will  fight  shy 
of  the  port  in  future,  unless  greater  encouragement  is  given  to  them.  In 
default  of  the  great  yacht  match,  the  committee  fell  back  upon  the  yawls 
peculiar  to  the  eastern  coast,  and  river  yachts  connected  with  the  locality. 

About  one  o'clock  the  largest  yawls  started  over  a  course  marked  by  boats 
moored  at  points  so  as  to  indicate  two  triangles,  the  base  line,  which  ex- 
tended from  the  north  battery  to  the  Nelson  column,  being  about  two  miles 
in  length,  and  the  entire  distance  sailed  about  seven  miles.  This  course 
was  traversed  three  times,  but  the  wind  was  so  light  that  the  vessels  were 
more  than  once  becalmed.  The  following  entered : — Queen  Victoria,  Tar- 
mouth,  68fl. ;  Gipsy  Queen,  Winterton,  62ft. ;  Lady  Hume,  Winterton,  53fl.; 
Eclipse,  Lowestoft,  55ft.;  Thought,  Lowestoft,  60{i.;  and  Star  of  the  East, 
*  California '*  (a  name  given  to  some  locality  in  the  neighbourhood),  45ft. 
The  start  was  effected  in  good  order,  the  Gipsy  Queen  obtaining  the  lead, 
the^clipse  following.  The  Lady  Hume,  having  a  lee  berth,  was  the  last  to 
get  off.  The  scene,  as  they  passed  the  jetty  and  began  to  gather  way,  was 
very  picturesque ;  the  swelling  sails  seemed  to  skim  the  water  as  closely  as 
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the  wiDgs  of  some  great  aquatic  bird,  while  all  six  were  closely  grouped  to- 
gether.    The  Eclipse  was  the  first  to'staud  out  to  sea  on  rounding  the  first 
angle  of  the  course,  but  she  was  soon  afterwards  passed  by  the  Queen  Vic- 
toria, which  maiutained  her  advautage.     On  completing  the  first  triangle, 
%he  £clipse  had  fallen  farther  and  farther  behind,  the  Gipsy  Queen  being 
second,  the  Star  of  the  East  third.     Before  the  first  round  was  traversed  the 
'Eclipse  and  Lady  Hume  got  into  collision,  the  latter  beiug  stove  in  amidships 
on  the  starboard  side.     The  injury  was  not  so  serious  but  that  the  Lady 
Hume  easily  made  land,  but  her  crew,  nevertheless,  deemed  it  prudent  to 
retire  from  the  match.     The  Eclipse  held  on,  but  in  the  course  of  the  second 
TouD  d  went  so  close  to  one  of  the  boats  moored  to  mark  the  course,  that 
she  could  not  ^*  fetch  round,"  and  became  consequently  disqualitied  from 
proceeding  further.     The  relative  positions   of   the   others  remained   un- 
changed, but  the  Queen  Victoria  continued  to  draw  more  ahead,  gaining 
about  five  minutes  in  each  round.     The  third  and  last  round  finished  thus  : 
Queen   Victoria,   4h.    Im.   558. ;    Gipsy   Queen,  4h.  7m.  36s. ;    Thought, 
4h.  20m.  4^s. ;  Star  of  the  East,  4h.  21m.  15s.     An  allowance  of  dOs.  per 
foot  was  made  (according  to  the  printed  conditions)  for  difference  of  length. 
The  Queen  Victorians  decided  lead  was  not  at  all  effected  by  it,  and  she 
consequently  received  the  fir6t  prize,  15  sovs. ;  but  the  Gipsy  Queen  was 
reduced  to  the  fourth  place,  and  the  Star  of  the  East  had  also  an  advantage 
of  2m.  4s.  over  the  Thought.     On  this  calculation  the  Star  ot  the  East 
would  be  entitled  to  the  second  prize  of  10  sovs.,  and  the  Thou^t  to  the 
third  prize  of  5  sovs.     It  was  stated,  however,  that  it  was  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  allowance  to  15s.  per  foot,  which  would  place  the  Gipsy  Queen 
second,  and  the  Star  of  the  East  third. 

During  the  above  match  the  river  yachts  (N.  and  S.  Club)  ^{^ted  for  two 
prizes,  viz.,  25  sovs.  for  vessels  above  10  tons,  and  15  sovs.  for  those  under. 
Half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed.     The  entries  comprised  the  Red  Rover, 
Mr.  S.  Nightingale,  Mayor  of  Yarmouth,  14  tons;  the  Rover,  Mr.  T.  Palmer, 
of  Norwich,  15  tons  ;  the  Argonaut,  owned  by  Mr.  Trafford,  of  Wroxham 
but  entered  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Green,  19  tons ;  the  Wanderer,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Barber,  of  Yarmouth,  14  tons;  the  Belvidere,  Mr.  T.  M.  Read,  of  Yarmouth; 
9  tons;  the  Bittern.  Mr.  J.  B.  Morgan,  of  Norwich, 7  tons;  and  the  Iris, 
Mr.  A.  D.  Stone,  of  Yarmouth,  8  tons.    The  start,  which  took  place  at 
Ih.  26m.,  was  creditably  effected;  the  Red  Rover  at  once  took  the  lead,  the 
Belvidere  following  closely.     On  standing  out  to  sea,  after  following  the 
base  line,  the  Wanderer  had  obtained  a  good  place,  and  when  the  first  tri- 
angle had  been  traversed  she  was  second,  the  Hover  being  third,  while  the 
Belvidere  had  fallen  fourth.    The  Argonaut,  although  the  largest  yacht,  was 
aisitb,  the  wind  being  more  favourable  for  the  lighter  vessels.     In  this  order 
the  yachts  completed  the  first  round,  the  Argonaut  towards  its  Close  working 
past  the  Iris,  while  the  Bittern  was  a  good  way  astern.     In  the  second  round 
the  Wanderer  was  put  under  a  reefed  mainsail,  and  somewhat  lost  ground, 
although  she  still  retained  the  second  place.    The  Red  Rover  continued  ta 
increase  her  lead.    The  Rover  and  Belvidere  worked  on  closely  together,  and 
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the  Argonaut  wat  a  very  iDdifferent  fifth,  although  her  canvas  towered  i 
posiDgly  over  her  more  humble  opponents.  In  the  third  round  the  Argooast, 
Bittern,  and  Iris  did  not  appear.  The  Wanderer  shook  out  her  m«in«a, 
and  succeeded  in  gaining  about  a  minute  and  a  half  on  the  Red  Rover,  wfaieh 
had,  however,  an  unassailable  lead.  The  gallant  little  Belvidere  also  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  the  Rover.  The  four  yachts  were  thos  timed: — Bed 
Rover,  4h.  62in.  15s  ;  Wanderer,  4h.  57m.  398. ;  Belvidere.  Ah.  9m-  ;  and 
Rover,  5b.  9m.  30«.  The  Red  Rover  coiftequently  leceived  the  25  aovs^ 
and  the  Belvidere  the  15  sovs.  prize. 

This  was  followed  by  another  yawl  match  of  the  second  class*  which  was 
won  by  the  Volunteer  receiving   12  sovs.,  Good  Tiding*  5  sovss  ShaoDoa 

3  sovs. 

There  were  several  rowing  matches,  which  created  much  more  excitemeiit 
than  the  yncht  matches,  the  people  engaged  being  all  natives. 


IRISH  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

Tub  match  for  the  Challenge  Cup  (won  for  the  first  time  in  1859  by  the 
Virago,  and  secondly;  in  1860,  by  the  Dove)  was  sailed  on  the  13th  of  July 
at  Kingstown.  There  was  also  a  prize  of  £2  for  the  second  boat.  The 
course  was  from  a  line  marked  in  the  harbour  round  the  buoy  at  the  southern 
end  of  Burford  Bank,  thence  round  the  North  Burford  and  South  Bay  Buo^s 
into  the  harbour  round  the  Hauling  Buoy  near  the  entrance,  leaving  all  on 
the  port  hand,  again  round  the  same  course  a  second  time  in  the  same  man- 
ner, with  this  exception,  that  the  Hauling  Buoy  was  to  be  left  thi&  time  on 
the  starboarMand,  in  all  about  24  miles.  Under  the  conditions  upon  which 
the  cup  was  oiiginally  presented,  the  yachts  to  contend  for  it  must  not  be 
over  15  tons.  I1ie  following  yachts  of  the  club  took  up  their  stations 
(No  I  being  to  windward)  with  springs  on  their  cables : — 

Bianca,  12  tons,  W.  Wilton,  Virago,  lOJ,  J.  A.  Lyle;  Dove,  12,  T.  D. 
Keogh,  Sneezer,  6,  A.  lliomas;  13,  D.  Ferguson  ;  Magnet,  £.  J.  Bolton; 
Flirt,  7,  W.  Boyd,  Electric,  8,  R.  Casey 

Nearly  all  the  boats  were  under  their  largest  canvas.    The  wind  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  day  was  light  from  the  N.B  ,  but  gradually  freshened  to  a 
breeze  ftom  the  same  point.    The  day  was  very  disagreeable,  so  thick  that 
one  could  not  see  more  than  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  with  such  inces- 
sant drizzling  rain  as  to  effectually  discourage  spectators.     At  ten  minutes 
afler  two  the  signal  to  start  was  given,  and  a  beautiful  sight  it  was,  theie 
eight  little  ones  canting  their  heads  round.    The  Sneezer  was  the  first  off, 
and  led  out,  closely  followed  by  the  Virago,  next  the   Bianca,  Dove,  and 
Magnet  together,  the  remaining  four  at  short  intervals.     The  Magnet  ran 
through  the  lee  of  the  Dove  and  Bianca,  and  got  to  weather  of  them,  and 
also  ii^ about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  passed  to  windward  of  the  Virago,  which 
now  took  the  second  place.     To  the  South  Burford  was  a  full-and-by;  from 
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that  to  the  North  Burford  was  a  dead  beat  to  windward.  The  South  Bur- 
fbrd  was  passed  thus  : — 

Magnet,  2h.  55m  ;  Virago,  2h.  58m  SOs  ;  Dove,  3h.  Im. ;  Ethel,  3h.  3m .; 
Bianca,  3h.  2m.;  Sneezer,  8h.  6ra.     The  others  a  few  minutes  after. 

Before  reaching  the  South  Burford  the  wind  had  freshened  and  the  sea 
got  up  considerably,  and  most  of  the  boats  shifted  jibs  and  topsails,  and 
made  all  snug  for  the  beat.  The  Bianca,  shortly  after  this,  cartied  away  her 
triatic  stay,  and  being  short  handed,  was  unable  to  refit.  The  Dove  did  not 
appear  to  sail  at  all  as  she  is  accustomed,  and  having  carried  away  something, 
apparently*  hauled  down  her  flag  and  bore  away  for  the  harbour.  The 
Magnet  was  very  well  handled,  and  continued  to  increase  her  lead  wonder- 
fully :  the  £thel,  also,  began  to  show  her  weatherly  qualities  in  a  sea,  and 
passed  to  windward  of  the  Virago,  taking  the  second  place.  The  latter 
foolishly  carried  her  balloon-jib.  and  could  not  hold  her  wind  at  all  as  she 
ought   The  North  Burford  Buoy  was  rounded  as  follows  by  the  leading  boats  : 

Magnet,  dh.  30m.;  Ethel,  dh.  58m.;  Virago,  4h.  5m. 

Sheets  were  then  eased  off  a  little,  and  the  wind  still  freshening,  these 
three  had  plenty  of  it ;  the  other  boats  gave  up  the  contest.  The  Ethel 
having  mistaken  the  course  unfortunately,  was  so  much  thrown  out  that  she 
did  not  go  .round  the  course  a  second  time.  The  Virago  then  lowered  her 
jib-headed  topsail,  set  her  second  jib,  and  got  her  peak  well  up  for  the  first 
time,  and  soon  began  to  make  tracks  in  the  wake  of  the  Magnet,  sailing 
splendidly  in  the  sea,  which  had  now  still  further  increased.  Though  she 
gained  on  her  larger  rival  considerably,  she  was  unable  altogether  to  pull  up 
her  distance.  The  two  finally  rounded  the  flag-ship  Oriana  thus  :  — 
Magnet,  7h.  2m.)  Virago,  7h.  15m.  The  former  winning  the  cup,  the  latter 
the  £2  prize.  The  Magnet,  however,  had  lost  several  minutes  by  going 
round  a  buoy,  which  it  was  unnecessary  for  her  to  have  done. 


ROYAL  HALIFAX  YACHT  CLUB,  CANADA. 

August  l«t.^Race  for  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Cup  by  yachts  owned  by  members 
of  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  For  this  race  the  following  boats  were  entered:— 
Kestrel  (new),  Mr.  Smyth,  68rd  regt;  Midge,  Mr.  Burton,  ditto  ;  Musqulto, 
Capt.  Dawson,  R.  E.;  Petrel,  William  Hare  ;  Falcon,  J.  R.  WaUace  ;  Thistle, 
F.  P.  Passow;  Wave,  J.  B.  Crow ;  Foam,  F.  J.  Albro;  Blanche,  G.  A.  V.  Paw. 

The  yachts  were  moored  by  the  head  with  sail  set,  and  wore  slowly  round, 
the  wind  being  light.  The  Foam  was  first  round,  and  led  for  a  time,  but  the 
Falcon  soon  look  the  lead,  and  kept  it  while  running  off  the  wind.  The  yachU 
had  all  their  light  sails  aloft,  and  presented  a  very  beautiful  appearance.  The 
Blanche,  in  her  Mudian  rig,  looked  exceedingly  well,  and  for  a  time  was  the 
favourite.  Unfortunately  she  carried  away  her  mast  earlj  in  the  day,  and 
Commodore  Paw  returned  to  the  Py ramus  in  time  to  preside  over  the  dinner, 
and  the  accompanyhig  ".feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  the  souL'*  Tliey  are  modest 
men  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  entertainment  was  entrusted,  and  by  whom 
it  was  successfully  carried  out,  else  we  should  name  them. 
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The  Ware  was  the  first  boat  fn,  and  a  beautiful  sight  it  was,  as  she 
by  the  bow  of  the  Pyramus,  the  loftv  white  cloud  of  canvas  uprising  firom 
dark  and  graceful  hull,  half  smothered  in  foam.  Next  came  the  Petrel,  in 
style,  and  a  short  distance  behind  the  Kestrel.  Then  the  Musquito  and  Fi 
side  by  side,  followed  by  the  Falcon,  Thistle*  and  Midge.  After  allowing 
minute  per  ton,  the  Ware  still  remained  the  victor. 

The  semi-annual  race  between  the  yachts  of  the  above  club  on  Sept.  13tli» 
the  new  Challenge  Cup,  was  admitted  by  all  who  witnessed  it  to  have  been 
of  the  handsomest  and  interesting  that  ever  took  place  in  our  harbour, 
wind  was  ft>om    the  northward,  and  the  course  from  the  umpire's  Tessdl,  off 
Richmond,  round  Mars  Rock  Buoy,  and  back  to  the  place  of  starting. 

The  day  was  one  of  the  most  delightful  of  the  season,  with  a  moderate  breeas 
blowing;  not  strong  enough,  however,  to  meet  the  desires  of  some  of  the  yacbte- 
men.  The  yachts  were  started  in  capital  style  about  half  past  twelve,  ud 
presented  a  very  handsome  spectacle  as  they  passed,  with  flowing  sheets,  the 
English  and  French  war  ships  off  the  dockyard;  the  decks  of  which  wete 
crowded  with  spectators,  who  seemed  to  enter  fully  into  the  spirit  of  the  ezeUiiig 
scene.  The  race,  as  it  proceeded  southward,  increased  in  interest,  and  the 
squadron,  which  for  some  time  seemed  loath  to  separate  very  widely,  was 
repeatedly  cheered  in  passing  the  wharves  of  the  city.  As  the  yachts 
proceeded  seaward,  the  distance  between  them  commenced  to  widen.  After 
rounding  Mars  Rock  Buoy,  the  most  exciting  part  of  the  race,  to  yachtsmen* 
commenced,  in  the  beat  to  windward  under  the  uncertain  vicissitudes  of  a 
moderate  northerly  wind.  Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  race,  the  contest 
between  the  yachts  Wave,  Petrel,  and  Ada  was  quite  sharp;  and  was  witnessed 
with  lively  interest  by  those  on  board  the  umpire's  vessel. 

The  following  started:— Wave,  Mr.  J.  B.  Crow;  Petrel,  Mr.  Hare;  Ada, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Brown;  Foam,  Mr.  F.  J.  Albro;  Thistle,  Mr.  Passow;  Falcon,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Wallace;  and  Kestrel,  Lieut.  Smythe. 

According  to  the  regulated  allowance  of  time  for  tonnage,  Mr.  Brown's  Ada 
was  pronounced  by.  the  umpires  to  be  the  winning  yacht. 

The  commodore  and  several  members  of  the  club,  with  their  guests,  were  in 
the  umpires'  vessel;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  race  the  party  partook  of  an 
excellent  luncheon  on  board. 

The  race,  with  all  its  attendant  associations  of  good  cheer  and  generous 
rivalry,  was  one  of  the  pleasantest  occasions  that  the  club  has  ever  eigoyed« 

In  the  above  race,  the  Bermudian  yacht  Thistle  showed  remarkable  weathoy 
qualities,  having,  in  one  reach,  made  Farrel's  wharf,  Dartmouth,  f^om  Mars 
Rock  Buoy.  This  yacht  claims  the  third  position  in  the  race,  allowing  time 
for  tonnage.  The  owner  of  the  Thistle,  we  understand,  is  willing  to  sail  his 
yacht  against  either  the  Ada  or  Petrol,  a  Bermudian  race,  once  to  windward, 
and  once  to  leeward. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Several  communications  stand  over  till  our  next. 


All  commumcatiGfu  to  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  6,  New  Church  St.,  N.  W. 
IfUNT  k  Co.,  Printers,  6,  New  Church  Street,  Edgware  Sosd. 
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with  lively  ii 

The  follov 

Mr.  C.  E.  Br 

J.  R.  Wallac 

According 

was  pronoun* 

The  comm 

the  umpires' 

excellent  lun 

The  race, 

rivalry,  was 

In  the  abo 

qualities,  ha^ 

Rock  Buoy. 

for  tonnage. 
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and  once  to 
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YACHTING  IN  1861. 

Wx  ha?e  just  Men  the  close  of  one  of  the  best  seasons  eTer  known  in 
the  United  Kiodom  since  yachting  became  one  of  the  principal  sports 
of  the  world,  ftir  such  it  assuredly  may  be  termed,  as  now  every  country 
east,  west,  north,  and  south  boasts  of  its  fleets  of  pleasure  craft. 

England  some  half  century  back  had  only  a  few  open  pleasure  boats 
which  were  occasionally  sailed  on  our  inland  waters  in  matches,  and  it 
is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  scientific  men  haye  turned  their 
attention  to  the  improf  ement  of  these  Teasels,— and  so  successful  have 
been  their  efForts  that  England  may  now  assert  she  is  possessed  of  a 
fleet  of  unsurpassable  clippers,  that  not  all  the  world  combined  can 
preduoe  its  equal. 

Year  after  year  fast  yessek  are  added  to  the  different  dubs,  and  there 
is  a  professional  jealousy  amongst  our  builders  which  materially  aids  the 
draughtsman  in  carrying  out  with  correctness  the  ideas  that  he  traces 
on  paper.  During  the  past  three  years  artisans  connected  with  Yacht 
building  haye  been  fully  employed,  and  a  great  addition  made  to  the 
Club  lists,  many  of  these  vessels  have  already  achieved  great  deeds, 
and  obtained  an  imperishable  fieime.  But  yachting  does  not  flourish 
solely  by  the  building  of  new  craft,  for  the  owners  form  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  members  enrolled  in  the  several  clubs,  who  by  their  in- 
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fluence^  subscriptioDs  and  donatioos  furnish  the  'Vways  and  mean^"  to 
uphold  tlie  racing  character  of  the  country,  in  giving  good  prixea  at  the 
various  regattas  and  matches.  There  are  thousands  of  gentlemen  whose 
names  never  come  before  the  public,  that  are  good  and  active  bees  in 
the  great  hive — "  the  Pleasure  Navy**;  these  are  the  men  who  form  the 
principal  portion  of  the  vast  machine,  and  who  zealously  labour  to  keep 
it  in  motion. 

All  clubs  may  arrive  at  prosperity,  if  the  plan  of  the  Metropolitans  is 
adopted — ^to  meet  once  a  month  throughout  the  winter — to  admit  new 
members,  and  discuss  matters  interesting  to  yachting.  It  may  be  ui^ed 
that  such  is  impracticable  in  some  Clubs — for  instance  the  Royal  Squad- 
ron^ and  Royal  Victoria— granted — the  members  of  these  Clubs  (non- 
residents of  the  Isle)  would  find  it  incoDvenient,-^but  as  most  of  them 
have  town  residences,  how  easily  could  they  meet  at  some  hotel.  From 
close  observance  of  the  present  Metropolitan  Clubs  we  are  confident  all 
that  is  wanted  to  ensure  success  in  every  club,  is  a  hearty  determination 
to  use  vigilance  and  zeal  in  carrying  out  the  above  suggestion. 

Before  we  proceed  to  analyze  the  doings  of  the  past  season,  it  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  our  reeders  to  con  the  progress  of  the  Royal 
Yacht  Squadron  firom  its  commencement,*  -  as  we  may  from  that  date 
the  sailing  for  prizes  on  the  "  briny*',  and  the  subsequent  success  of  the 
Pleasm'e  Navy.     **  Our  own  Correspondent'*  in  BelPs  lAfe  states,  that 
thetirst  meeting  was  hdd  Ist  of  June,    1815,  at  the  Thatched  House 
Tavern  St    James's  to  commemorate  the  victories  which  had  been 
achieved,  at  which  meeting  the  late  Earl  de  Qrey  presided,  and  here 
is  an  Alphabetioal  list  of  those  who  were  present : — ^Viscount  Ashbrook, 
C.  Aylmer,  W.  Baring,  Earl  of  Belmore,  Captain  F.  Berkeley,  B.  P. 
BlHckford,   Marquis  of  Buckingham,  Lord  Cawder,  S.  Challin,  £Uu4  of 
Craveh,  Sir  William  Curtis,  Bart.,  Viscount  Deerhurst,  J.  N.  Fazakerlej, 
Vifidount  Fitzharris,  J.  Fitzgerald,  Lord  Grantham,  C.  Grant,  T.  Halifax, 
the  Hon.  W.  H»  Hare,  H.'  A.  Herbert,  Sir  John  Coxe  Hippesley,  Bart. 
Viscount  Kirkwall  (present  Farl  of  Orkney),   T.  Lewin,  J.  Lindegren, 
—  Lloyd  (of  Marlel)  Rev.  Charles  A.  North,  Lord  Nugent,  Hon.  C.  A* 
Pelham  (the  late  Earl  of  Yarborough ),  Lord  Ponsonby ,  Sir  Richaid 
Puleston,  Bart.,  Harry  Scott,  Colonel  Shedden,  Thomias  A.  Smith,  jun.. 
Sir  George  Thomas,  Bart.)  Marquis  of  *Thomond;<' Earl  of  Uxbridge 
(late  Marquis  of  Anglesey),  Boyles  Wardle,  Sir  Grod^ey  Webster,  Bart., 
Joseph  Weld,  James  Weld,  Colone^  Whatlay,  Owen  Williams. 

Among  the  several  resointions  which  were  adopted  at  the  meeting 
we  may  mention  the  following  as  of  general  interest: — First,  That  th* 

•  Some  account  of  this  club  will'^be  found  In  our  first  volome,  185i. 
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club  be' called  "  The  Yacht  Club.*'  Second,  That  the  following  persons 
(enumerated  above)  are  the  original  meniberg,  andf  that  hereafter  the 
qualification  to  entitle  a  gentleman  to  become  a  member  be  the  owner- 
ship of  a  vessel  not  under  10  tons,  and  that  on  his  admission  the  eittrance 
fee  be  two  guineas.  That  the  distinguishing  ensign  of  the  club  be  a 
white  flag  with  the*  Union  in  the  comer. 

On.  the  15th  of  July  following.  Sir  Edward  Thomborougb,  then 
Commander-in-Chief  at  Portsmouth,  sent  cards  to  each  member,  per- 
mitting them  to  land  and  embark  at  the  Sally  Port,  which  was  consi- 
dered'to  be  a  great  b^on  or  compliment  in  those  days.  ' 

May  80th,  1816,  it  was  resolved  that  the  annual  subscription  of  two 
g^uineas  be  paid  by  each  member,  and  that  the  yachts  of  the  club  should 
wear  a  plain  white  burgee  at  the  masthead. 

In  September,  1817. — Capt.  the  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Paget  then  citn- 
manding  the  Royal  George  yacht  off  Brighton,  wrote'  tt)  the  Secretary 
the  fbUowing;— "The  Prince  Riegent  desires  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Yacht 
Club,  and  you  are  to  consider  thi^  an  official  notification  of  IITs  'Bx>yi\ 
Highnesses  desire."     On  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  their  Royal' Highnesses 

arence  and  Diike  of  Gloucester  were,' by  their  desire,  also 
placed  on  the  list  of  members.  '  Oii  the  2i2nd  of  thj  same  month  a 
uuiforni  button  was  ordered  for  the  members,  and  that  the  necessary 
qualification  fbr  a  candidate  thereafter  should  be  the  bona  fide  ownership 
of  a  yacht  not  under  20  tons.  '  Officers  of  the- navy  not  under  the  ranic 
of  Commander  were  made  'eligible  to  be  elected  honorary  metnbers^; 
not  to  ^ay  any  entrance  or  subscription. 

Jane,  1819. — Yachts  of  the  club  were  directed  to  inalce  their  num- 
bers to  the  admiral's^^i|^iO|^^eutering\Po^t8||pp^th:  j.f^^^  were  exempted 
from  harbour'dues  in  all  French  ports. 

Sept.  5thy  1820. — SirB.  Bloqmfield  wrote  from  Carlton  House  that 
his  Majesty  George  IV.,  desired  the  club  to' be  thenceforth  styled  "the 
Royal  Yacht  Club.'' 

June  1st,  1821.-— The  colours  of  the  club  were  changed  to  the 
national  re4  ensign,  and  plain  red  burgee.  Aug.  I7th  of  same  year,  the 
club  burgee  to  hav^  in  future  a  swall  »w*tail.  ^ 

Aug.  23rd,  1824. — The  annual  subscription  was  iuci^eased  to-^S^Faud 
the  red  ensign  in  future  to  have  R  Y.d  and  a  crown  and  foul  anchor 
m  It.  1;; 

June  10th,  1826.— >It  was  ordered  that  honorary  members  who  use 
the  club  house  pay  £1  per  yearT  Sept.  20thj — The  entrance  fee  for  all 
members  was  then  raised  to  £10,  and  the  annual  subscription  to  ^8. 
The  tonnage  required  to  qualify  a  gentleman  to  become  a  member  was 
thirty  tons,  instead  of  twenty  tons. 
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Feb.  2ad,  1827. — The  NeUierlands  Grovernment  granted  a  nmikr 
privilege  to  yachts  as  the  French. 

May,  1829. — Visoount  Deerhurat  presented  the  dnb  with  a  battety 
of  six  6-pounden»  and  the  Spanish  and  Rossian  (joyernmenta  granted 
the  privilege  of  entering  their  ports  on  the  same  footing  as  a  mao-of* 
war,  free  of  port  dues.  June.— The  Lords  of  the  Admiral^  iaaued 
warrants  for  the  yachts  of  the  club  to  wear  the  St  George's  ensign,  and 
in  consequence  thereof  the  burgee  in  future  was  declai^d  should  be  white 
with  a  red  cross,  and  a  yellow  crown  in  the  centre  of  the  cross. 

In  1884,  by  command  of  His  late  Majesty  King  William  lY.,  the 
name  of  the  club  was  altered  to  its  present  title,  the  Royal  Yaeht 
Squadron.  In  that  year  we  find  His  Majesty  granted  a  royal  cnp^ 
value  100  guineas,  to  be  annually  sailed  for  by  yachts  belonging  to  the 
Squadron,  and  the  cutter  Harriet,  of  65  tons,  G.  W.  Henesge,  Esq., 
became  the  winner  thereof.  In  the  following  years,  1835-6-7,  the 
cutters  Columbine,  90  tons,  J.  Smith-Barry;  Breeze,  55  tons,  J.  Ljon; 
and  Amulet,  51  tons,  John  Meiklam,  severally  became  the  posseeeon 
of  the  annual  royal  gift  * 

On  the  decease  of  His  Majesty,  in  1837,  our  Most  Gracious  Sove- 
reign became  the  patroness  of  the  Squadron,  and  caused  the  royal  gift 
to  be  annually  continued. 

In  1838  the  present  Alarm,  then  a  cutter  of  193  tons,  was  the  win- 
ner of  the  Queen's  Plate,  which  it  was  in  future  to  be  called.  Subse- 
quently the  Prince  Consort  caused  to  be  presented  annually  a  cup  of 
the  value  of  fifty  guineas,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  the  Squadron 
during  the  regattas. 

Continued  List  of  Winners  ofH.M.  Cups. 


Date. 

1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1848 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 


Taeht^  N&mes. 


Dolphin 
Reindeer 
Aurora .... 

Circassian. 
Eudora .... 

Alarm.... .. 

Flirt.. 


Heroine ... 
Sultana...... 

Cygnet  M.... 

Amw 

Bacchante.. 


Big. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

schooner 

217 

G.  H.  Ackers,  Esq. 

cutter 

107 

J.  Moore,  Esq. 

cutter 

47 

W.  Beach,  Esq. 

schooner 

160 

W.  Lyon,  Esq. 

cutter 

59 

R.  W.  Cooper,  Esq, 

cutter 

193 

J.  Weld,  Esq. 

schooner 

155 

Sir  a  R.  Graham 

schooner 

180 

H.  Hope,  Esq. 

cutter 

35 

Sir  J.  R  Camac 

cutter 

100 

R.C.  Naylor,Esq. 

cutter 

85 

H.  Lamhert,  Esq. 

cutter 

84 

T.  Chamberlajrne,  Esq. 

cutter 

80 

B.  H  Jones,  Esq. 

In  tha  lasi  named  year  we  note  the  arrival  of  the  America,  and  tfat 
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yolntion  which  was  effected  therebj  among  the  yachts  by  their  altera- 
tion and  re- modelling,  all  which  is  still  fresh  upon  the  mind.  During 
^he  winter  the  old  Arrow  was  lengthened,  and  converted  into  a  cutter 
from  84  to  102  tons«  and  in  1 852  the  first  year  of  the  new  school,  she 
1>ecame  the  winner  of  H,  M.  Plate,  beating  the  Lavrock  and  Aurora. 
In  the  following  years  the  Royal  Plate  was  won  as  follows:— 

1853. — Gloriana,  schooner,   184  tons,  J.  Gree,  Esq.;  biult  after  the 
lines  of  the  Mary  Taylor,  beating  the  Shark  and  Viking. 

1854. — Alarm,  schooner,  beating  Shark,  Tetania,  and  GineTra. 

1855. — Bacchante,  cutter,  80  tons,  beating  Aurora,  Lavrock,  and 
Qondola. 

1856. — Gloriana,  (second  time),  beating  Lalta  Rookh,  Urania  and 
Yiking 

1857.-^LttIworth,  cutter,  80  tons,  beating  Eztravagansa,  Caprice 
and  Maritana. 

1858. — Alarm  was  again  the  winner  of  H.  M.  Cup,  since  she  was 
converted  from  a  cutter  to  a  schooner,  and  was  then  the  winner  of  fimr 
oPH.  M.  cups* 

1859. — The  new  cutter  Brunette,  70  tons,  Colonel  Smith,  beat  the 
Osprey  and  Marina. 

I860.— Aline,  schooner,  216  tons,  Capt.  Thellusson,  (new  by  Cam- 
per,) beating  Enchantress,  Lalla  Rookh,  Zouave,  Albatross,  Myrtle  and 
Resolution. 

1861.-— Alarm  agun  won  Her  Majesty's  Cup,  beating  the  schooners 
Alioe,  216^t0DS,  Capt  ThuUusson,  Galley  of  Lorn,  280  tons,  Marquis 
of  Breadalbane^  and  Alberdne,  156  tons.  Lord  Londesborough. 

In  1857,  the  lease  of  the  club-house  being  about  to  expire,  and  Cowes 
Castle  having,  by  the  death  of  the  occupant,  reverted  to  the  Woods  and 
Forests,  the  Squadron  became  the  lessees  of  the  Castle,  and  caused  the 
building  to  be  considerably  enlarged  for  their  accommodation,  and  in 
the  season  of  1859  it  was  so  far  completed  as  to  enable  them  to  make  it 
their  friture  head-quarters,  and  the  burgee  was  for  the  first  time  hoisted 
at  the  Castle.  .  The  old  club-house  has  since  been  converted  into  an 
hoteL 

(To  beeontimud.) 
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WRECK  REGISTER  AND  QHART  FOR  1860. 

Foa  Iho  post  nine  ytfars  we  have  periodically  called  public  attentioQ  to 
the  Annual  Official  Register  of  Shipfvrefeks  on  the  Coast  and  in  the 
Seas  of  the  United  Kingdom,'  presented-  by^the  Board  of  Trade  to  Par- 
liament. It  is  haKlly  possible  to  overrate  the  importance  of  this  docu- 
ment^ for' It' details  with  gi^eat  accuracy,  an  "annual  average  loss  of  800 
lives,  and  the  destruction  of  about  £1,500,000  of  property  yearly,  frofli 
these  lamentable  disasters*  ^ 

The  past  year  will  long  he  -remembered  for  its  stormy  character, 
which  penetrated  far  into  the  summer,  for  between  the  latter  end  of 
May  and-  the  beginning  of  June,-  upwards  of  250  shipwrecks  occurred. 

As  might  have  been  expected  from  the  continued  suocessiou  of  bed 
weathet*,-  the  number  cif  shipwrecks  ddring  the  whole  year  was  unusaally 
l.irge.  giving  a  total  loss  of  1,879.  Whilst,  however,  wrecks  and 
strandings  have  ihtoresised,  coirmious  have'happily  decreased,  being  298 
agaldst  349  in  1859;  but  the- whole  number  6f  casualties  of  ail  kinds 
in  1860  is  146  above  the  annual  average  for  the  past  six  years.  On  ue 
other  hand,  it  is  aatisfiictory  to  fitid,  tKit '  Stlthotf gfa  the  number  of 
wrecks  and  strandings  has  been  greater  than  usual,  the  loss  of  Kfe  has 
been  tooAiBiderably  lees,  being '264  under  the  annual  average  of  the  past 
nine  yeaM.  The  total  *)osfrdf  life  from  the  1,379  shipwrecks  during 
the  year  was  536,  whilst  2,152  persons  were  fortunately  saved  by  life- 
boats, the  reeket  and  itiortaii*  apparatus,  shore  boats,  and  other  means — a 
most '  ^ratifyin^'  and  encouraging  result,  not  only  to  the  poor  people 
themselves  thus  snatched  from'  a  premature  death,' but 'also  to  thoee  who 
have  tbfled  hard  for  many  yean  past  in  organizibg  and  completing  the 
means  of  saving  life  from  shipwreck  on  oullr  coasts. ' 

With  respect  to  the  inp6rtant  servioea  thus  performed,  there  is  a 
terrible  sameness  in  Uienr  general  character  every  year,  though  the 
details  are  ever  new  and  ever  interestingv  It  is  the'  same 'story  in  one 
sense,  but  the  several  pArts  of  which  are  binutely  varied.  It  ia  always 
a  ''brave  ship"  in  distress,  always  the  ^^ winds  and  seas  roaring,^* 
always  some  "  poor  souls'*  who  are  in  the  direst  extremity  of  danger. 
Happily,  too,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  National  Life-boat 
Institution  and  other  bodies,  it  is  nearly  always  the  same  story  on  the 
humane  side.  The  life-boat  is  always  ready,  and  a  brave  crew  is  ever 
at  hand  to  man  her. 

The  great  and  unprecedented  loss  of  life  in  1859  was  mainly  attribu- 
table to  the  destruetion  of  two  or  Ihree  large  passenger-ships.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  870  lives  were  lost  in  two  great  calamitous  disas- 
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ters  aloide,  yh.<— >the  wrecks  of  the  Royal  Charter,  on  the  Anglesey 
coas^  add  the  Pomoila,  on  the  Black  water  Bank,  on  the  Irish  ooast.' 

The  RefUier  furnishes,  as  usual,  some  curious  facts  relatiTe  to  the 

cifUs  of  ships  that  are  inevitably  wrecked  when  overtaken  by  a  gale  of 

^iritid.     Of  the  2  J95  vessels  wrecked  on  our  coasts  during  the  past  two 

yc^ars.  1,504— or  more  than  half — were  colliers,  and  of  that  class;  and 

1,291  were  timber  laden,  passenger  shi^s,  and  vessels  in  ballast. 

Oi  these  our  old  friends  the  schooners  hold  as  usual  their  pre-eminence 
for  wrecking,  912  of  them  having  during  the  same  period  gone  to  pieces. 
Next  to  the  schooners  come  the  brigs,  644  of  whi^h  have  in  the  same 
time  met  a  simitar  &te.  We  find  that  of  the  1,379  vessels  wrecked 
Isiet  year,  554  were  commanded  by  masters  who  were  not  reqtnred  to 
have  certificates  of  competency. 

The  annexed  table  shows  that  the  classes  of  ships  to  which  casualties 
most  fiH^quently  occur  are  those  between  50  and  300  tons  burthen, 
which  are  usually  employed  in  carrying  coal,  coke,  ores,  and  stone. 

YesselB  under  50  tons 285 

51  and  under  IdO    •* 398 

101          ••        800    *     :;: ;....  657 

801          •«        600    "     105 

601           ••    .    9.00    *•     26 

901           :•       1200     "     9 

1200  and  upwards 6 

1,379 

The  direction  of  the  wind  which^  proved  most  destructive  to  vessels 
wrecked  on  our  coasts  last  year  is  also  given:  111  vessels  were  wrecked 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  wind  from  the  S.W.;  128  from  W.N.W.; 
and  104  from  N,W.  8  vesseb  were  wrecked  during  absolutely  calm 
weather;  151  in  a  fresh  breeze;  168  in  a  whole  gale;  101  in  a  storm; 
and  139  in  a  hurricane. 

We  find  that  21  wrecks  took  place  from  not  heaving  the  lead;  2  from 
intemperance ;  85  from  general  negilence  and  want  of  caution ,  89 
foundered  from  unseaworthiness;  and  5  from  defective  compasses/ 

Some  curious  facts  are  given  in  the  Register  regarding  the  ages  of 
ships.  It  appears  that  when  they  should  be  most  vigorous  they  are  the 
most  feeble.'  Thus  wo  find  that  during  the  past  three  years,  377  vessels 
und^r  three  years  old  were  wrecked,  and  472  between  the  ages  of  three 
and  seven  years;  whilst  644  of  them  perished  between  the  ages  of  fifteen 
and  twenty. 

The  accompanying  Wreck  Chart  shows  clearly  the  site  of  each  of  the 
casualties  from  shipwrecks  on  our  coasts  during  the  year  I860.     Whc 
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oan  behold  such  a  picture  of  the  loes  of  hundreds  of  liyes,  without 
tributing,  as  far  as  his  means  will,  allow  him,  to  the  mitigmtion  of  ao 
much  human  suffering! 

The  estimated  loss  of  property  last  year,  as  reported  by  the  oflSeegs 
of  some  of  the  ships  at  the  time  of  the  several  casualties  is  given.  It  i^ 
however,  absolutely  impossible  to  ascertain  correctly  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty from  all  the  disasters  that  annually  occur  on  our  coasts.  The 
destruction  of  fishing-boats,  such  as  was  witnessed  lately  at  Yamaoiith 
and  Filey,  is  not  referred  to  in  the  Regisitr. 

We  belieye  that  this  lamentable  state  of  things,  by  which  a  great  loes 
of  life  and  an  immense  destruction  of  property  take  place  eYcry  jemx^ 
cannot  be  remedied  until  all  vessels  are  subjected  to  a  rigid  inspeetioa 
before  they  put  out  to  sea,  in  order  that  it  may  be  accurately  ascertained 
whether  they  are  well  found  and  provided  with  life-boats,  and  with  such 
a  proper  and  suitable  equipment,  as  will  enable  them  to  combat  suceegg- 
fully  with  the  elements. 

We  cannot  help  laying  great  stress  on  this  point,  because  the  loss  of 
life  from  shipwrecks  on  the  coasts  alone  of  the  British  Isles  within  tlio 
last  eleven  years  is  really  fnghtfiil  to  contemplate:  it  amounted  to 
6,883. 

The  districts  where  this  immense  sacrifice  of  human  life  took  place- 
inflicted,  we  fenr,  not  solely  by  the  visitation  of  God,  but  in  a  great 
degree  through  the  obstinacy  and  perverseness  of  man — ^are  as  follows: 

Farn  Islands  to  FUunborough  Head... 5S3 

Flamborough  Head  to  the  North  Foreland. 957 

North  Foreland  to  St  Catherine's  Point 465 

St.  Catherine's  Point  to  Start  Point. 81 

Start  Point  to  the  Land's  End 445 

Land's  End  to  Hartland  Point,  including  Scilly. 330 

Hartland  Point  to  St.  David's  Head. 440 

St.  David's  Head  and  Camsore  Point  to  Lambay  Island  and 

Skerries,  Anglesey 879    • 

Skerries  and  Lambay  to  Fair  Head  and  Moll  of  Cantirc 1458 

Cape  Wrath  to  Buchan  Noss.,....- 197 

Buchan  Ness  to  Farn  Islands 271 

All  other  parts  of  the  coast 84S 

Total  lives  lost    6,883 

Between  the  Farn  Islands  and'  the  North  Foreland  there  are  aixfy- 
two  life-boat  establishments,  and  as  many  life-saving  rocket  and  mortar 
stations.  Here  every  winter  some  of  the  most  daring  and  persevering 
life-boat  services  are  performed.  The  poor  sufferers  are  of^n  snatched 
from  the  very  jaws  of  death;  and,  on  the  lowest  calculation^  to  this  laige 
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number  of  1,480  persons  who  have  perished  in  this  district,  one-third 
more  would  have  swelled  the  death  roll  had  it  not  been  for  the  services 
of  the  life-boats  and  the  life-saving  apparatus. 

Froni  the  above  account  of  the  loss  of  life  on  the  coasts  it  is  seen 
that  the  most  serious  wrecks,  resulting  in  the  greatest  loss  of  life,  do 
not  happen  on  the  north-east  coast  of  England  as  is  generally  supposed, 
bat  on  those  parts  of  our  coasts  most  frequented  by  large  foreign  ships. 
A  few  months  ago  a  large  American  ship,  the  Danube,  was  coming  up 
the  Irish  Channel.  Mistaking  her  position,  she  found  herself  on  some 
rocks  in  Cardigan  Bay.  A  fearful  storm  was  raging  at  the  time.  Her 
signals  of  distress  were  observed  late  in  the  evening.  The  Portmadoc 
life-boat,  belonging  to  the  National  Life-boat  Institution,  was  imme- 
diately launched  to  the  rescue  of  the  crew,  who  had  taken  to  their  boats. 
After  a  night  of  hardship  and  ceaseless  toil,  the  life-boat  brought  on 
shore  seventeen  poor  creatures,  who  were  more  dead  than  alive.  Simi- 
lar services  are  constantly  being  rendered  by  the  Institution's  life-boatfl 
to  foreign  ships'  crews,  and  frequently  to  those  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America. 

During  the  past  nine  years  the  total  number  of  all  casualties  on  the 
coasts  and  in  the  seas  of  the  British  Isles  are  thus  given; — in  1852, 
there  were  1,115;  in  1853,  832;  in  1854,  987;  in  1855,  1,141;  in 
1856,  1,153;  in  1857,  1,143;  in  1858,  1,170;  in  1859,  1,416;,  and  in 
1360,  1,379;  making  a  total  of  10,336  vessels  lost  in  nine  years  or  1 
in  every  210  British  ships,  and  1  in  every  232  foreign  vessels,  and 
giving  an  average  annual  loss  of  1,148  vessels  on  the  coasts  and  in  the 
seas  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

We  regret  to  find  that  the  sacrifice  of  life  from  this  great  multitude 
of  shipwrecks  amounted  to  7,201,  or  an  average  of  800  lives  that  meet 
with  a  watery  grave  from  shipwreck  every  year  on  the  coasts  and  in 
the  seas  of  the  British  Isles. 

In  our  narrow  seas  it  is  only  natural  that  a  large  number  of  collisions 
should  constantly  take  place.  The  number  of  British  and  foreign  ves- 
sels entering  British  ports,  including  repeated  voyages,  every  year 
amounts.to  upwards  of  204,945,  representing  a  tonnage  of  29,176,196. 
Vessels  clearing  outwards  under  the  same  circumstances  every  year 
number  209,402,  representing  a  tonnage  burden  of  29,530,906.  We 
must,  therefore,  be  prepared  for  a  considerable  number  of  collisions, 
although  happily  it  is  not  increasing.  During  the  past  six  years  they 
have  amounted  to  1,788,  giving  an  annual  average  of  nearly  300.  No 
calamity  is  greater  than  that  of  a  collision  at  sea  during  a  dark,  stormy 
night.  It  is  often  instantaneous  in  its  destructive  effects;  and  in  less  than 
ten  minutes  afterwards  it  frequently  happens  that  not  a  vestige  of  one 
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of  the  ships  is  to  be  seen,  a  large  number  of  persons  frequently  sinkiog 
with  her. 

Having  dvvelt  on  the  dark  side  of  our  picture  so  long,  we  must  now 
briefly  turn  to  the  brighter  and  more  encouraging  side  of  it 

It  appears  that  during  the  past  five  years  the  number  of  lives  saved 
on  the  coast  by  life-boats,  life-saving  apparatus,  shore  and  ship's  boats, 
and  other  means,  amounts  to  1 1,495. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  giving  a  few  examples  of  noble  life-boat 
services:— 

On  the  10th  of  February  last,  in  the  fearful  gale  from  the  east  which 
caused  such  destruction  to  shipping  and  terrible  loss  of  life  on  our  east 
coast,  the  brig  Providence,  of  Shields,  coal  laden,  was  driyea  on  the 
Long  Scar  Rocks,  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tees  and  HartlepooL 
The  Seaton  Carew  life-boat,  belonging  to  the  National  Life-boat  Insti- 
tution, was  quickly  launched,  and  proceeded  to  her  assistance  through 
a  high  sur^  took  off  her  crew,  eight  in  number,  aud  landed  them  in 
safety.  She  had  scarcely  done  so,  when  she  was  again  called  to  the 
Mayflower,  of  Newcastle,  also  coal  laden,  which  had  gone  ashore  on  the 
East  Gaze  Sand,  off  the  Tees  mouth.  The  life-boat  also  took  off  her 
crew  of  eight  men,  and  safely  landed  them.  On  the  preyious  day  this 
boat  had,  in  conjunction  with  the  West  Hartlepool  life-boat,  endeayonred 
to  save  the  crews  of  the  brig  Alliance  of  Guernsey,  and  schooner  Wams- 
beck  of  Shields,  which  were  wrecked  on  the  Long  Scar  Rocks,  but 
although  every  effort  was  made,  they  were  unsuccessfuli  owing  to  the 
difficult  position  into  which  the  vessels  had  driven  on  these  dangerous 
rocks.     As  it  was,  the  boat  was  injured  and  partially  disabled  thereby. 

"  I  wish  you  had  been  here  on  that  disastrous  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
(9th  and  10th  February),"  writes' the  Honorary  Secretary,  the  Rey. 
J.  Lawson,  of  the  Seaton  Carew  Branch  of  the  National  Life-Boat 
Institution,  "  I  am  sure  you  would  have  been  gratified  to  see  the  gallant 
way  in  which  our  crew  worked,  though  composed,  as  you  know,  chiefly 
of  landsmen.  They  were  going  from  9h.  a.m.,  on  Saturday  until  lib. 
a.m.;  on  Sunday,  without  rest,  and  not  only  attending  to  our  own  life- 
boat, but  helping  to  man  the  West  Hartlepool  boat  when  short  of 
hands." 

Again,  on  the  1st  of  January,  5  men  were  sayed  on  the  Doomed  Bsr 
Bank,  Padstow,  from  the  brigantine  Nugget,  of  Bideford.  From  1st 
to  the  6th  of  January,  32  men  were  saved  by  the  Institution's  ho^ts, 
and  one  vessel  was  brought  safely  into  harbour.  But  sometimes  dark- 
ness is  added  to  the  perils  which  the  life-boat  men  encounter  in  their 
exertions  on  the  stormy  deep.  At  Lyme  Regis,  for  instance,  the  word 
was  given  during  one  of  the  winter  nights  that  a  yessel  was  in  the  offing 
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in  distress.  It  was  ''pitchy  dark;"  a  strong  gale  was  blowing,  and  a 
heavy  surf  beating  on  the  shore,  but  the  life-boat  men  felt  that  duty 
called,  and  did  not  hesitate.  They  went  to  sea  as  if  it  were  to  their 
fire-sides  they  were  going;  and  they  were  successful  in  saving  a  ship's 
crew.  The  brief  narrative  of  this  adventure  tells  us  that  very  few  on 
shore  believed  the  life-boat  "  would  ever  return,"  the  night  was  so 
awful;  '*it  was  sufficient  to  appal  any  one  entering  the  life-boat." 

The  payments  to  the  crews  of  the  life -boats  are  placed  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Life-boat  Institution,  opposite  the  services  thus  rendered. 

For  instance,  the  16  men  belonging  to  the  brigs  Providence  and 
Mayflower,  mentioned  above,  were  saved  for  the  sum  of  £25,  At 
Portmadoc,  in  a  heavy  gale  with  a  terrific  surf,  17  men  were  saved  for 
£14.  This  is  about  l7f.  a  head,  and  flesh  and  blood  is  certainly  cheap 
at  that  rate.  The  Carnsore  life-boat  saved  19  persons,  at  a  cost  of 
£22  1 4#.  Suppose  the  average  expense  of  saving  a  man  by  means  of 
the  life-boat  it  a  pound,  this  is  the  way  to  put  it  before  the  public— will 
you  give  20^.  a  year  to  save  a  fellow-creature  from  a  horrible  death? 
Perhaps  you  save  more  than  one  by  that  gift.  You  may  save  a  family 
from  an  irreparable  loss,  you  may  restore  a  darling  boy  to  his  widowed 
mother,  a  father  to  his  young  and  helpless  children.  Here  is  a  strong 
claim  upon  the  national  benevolence,  and  fortunately  it  is  becoming  day 
by  day  more  openly  acknowledged,  just  as  the  merits  of  the  National 
Life-boat  Institution  become  more  widely  known. 

Public  and  private  gratitude  calls  for  the  support  of  this  Institution, 
and  some  instances  have  been  recorded  which  show  how  beautifully 
gratitude  works,  and  how  sweetly  its  work  is  repaid.  The  Carnsore 
life-boat,  mentioned  above  as  saving,  19  people  from  shipwreck,  was  the 
"  thank-offering"  of  a  lady  who  was  saved  from  drowning.  One  sees 
a  striking  appropriateness  in  that  thank-ofi^ering,  as  an  example  of  the 
ruling  which  brings  good  out  of  evil.  There  is  another  instance  recorded 
of  a  similar  character.  Two  ladies,  in  memory  of  a  departed  sister, 
place  a  life-boat  at  Llandudno,  in  North  Wales,  and  call  it  the  '^Sisters' 
Memorial."  The  memory  of  departed  worth,  or  departed  aflection, 
could  not  be  preserved  in  a  more  fitting  manner.  The  memorial  is  all 
goodness  and  all  mercy,  and  has  as  little  of  the  taint  of  the  world  in  it 
as  anything  else  that  could  be  mentioned.  It  is  to  keep  these  benevo- 
lences in  active  operation — to  endow  them  for  ever,  as  it  were — that 
the  Life-boat  Institution  appeals  to  the  public.  It  is  an  appeal  that 
will  stand  any  test — ^a  cause  that  all  can  assist  in — and  a  cause  that 
only  requires  to  be  known  to  insure  a  sufficiency  of  help  to  keep  up  its 
large  life-saving  fleet  of  115  life-boats,  and  gradually  to  increase  their 
number. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

One  has  heard  of  a  wild  beast  showman  putting  his  head  within  a  lion's 
jaws,  and  entreating  the  bye-standers  to  call  out  when  he  began  to  wag 
his  tail,  but  that  man's  moral  and  physical  perturbation  was  simply 
nothing  as  compared  with  mine,  when,  as  I  stated  in  last  chapter,  I 
found  myself  in  mid  air,  and  our  irate  commander's  face  within  an  inch 
of  mine,  as  he  said,  **Bad,  you  whelp,  what  do  you  mean  by  biul  T* 

1  oould  only  stammer  out^  '*  Oh,  sir,  please  don't  sir;  I  beg  pardon, 
sir,"  on  which  he  relaxed  his  hold,  and  I  flopped  down  on  my  feet  with 
a  yague  idea  that  I  had  been  murdered  and  brought  to  life  again;  then, 
still  thinking  him  the  very  cruellist  of  created  mortals,  I  stood  dog^gedly 
silent,  he  looking  down  on  me  in  like  manner. 

At  last  he  said,  "  Toung  gentleman,  look  at  me,  if  you  please/'  I 
did  so,  and  he  added,  **  Now,  then,  have  the  decency  to  explain,  if  yom 
can,  why  you  cast  such  an  imputation  on  me, — a  gentleman,  and  your 
commander?" 

I  thought  I  would  become  a  martyr  in  the  cause  of  the  poor  fisher- 
men, and  thereby  g^t  the  applause  of  all  hands,  if  he  killed  me  for  what 
I  was  going  to  say,  so  I  blubbered  out,  *'  If  you  please,  sir,  every botfy 
Bays  you're  being  bad  to  the  poor  fishermen  we  ran  down,  sir  I  "  Out 
it  came:  **  You  inconceivable  little  ass — ^but  its  too  ridiculous,  ha,  ha, 
ha  I  by  George!  well  really,  ha,  ha,  ha!  why  you, — upon  my  honour, — 
come  along,  youngster,  sit  down  and  eat  your  luncheon,  if  I  haven't 
shaken  your  appetite  out  of  you:  here,  a  glass  of  wine  with  yon;  your 
good  health  and  better  manners;  and  now  then,  answer  my  first  question 
directly  and  to  the  point,  without  any  of  your  ifs,  or  huts,  or  bads;  can 
you  keep  a  secret?*^  I  said  '^  Yes;"  and  he  then  went  on  and  explained 
to  me,  that  I  was  to  stay  on  shore  and  superintend  the  fitting  out  of  a 
new  fishing  smack  he  was  going  to  buy  for  the  poor  fishermen  out  of 
his  own  pocket,  and  that  I  was  to  see  she  had  everything  of  the  best 
for  a  craft  of  her  calling,  and  I  was  to  try  and  worm  out  of  the  old 
fiisherman  his  wife^s  name,  and  if  I  thought  he  loved  her,  the  smack  was 
to  be  called  after  her;  and  I  was  to  keep  this  a  profound  secret,  as  I  feared 
death  and  his  displeasure.  All  this  I  promised  to  do  solemnly,  begging 
to  be  allowed  the  assistance  of  Bill  Williams  in  looking  out  and  judging 

*  Gontiaaed  from  page  443. 
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"what  was  best,  as  he  had  been  a  west  country  fisherman  before  joining 
the  navy. 

The  captain  shook  his  head  and  said,  "  No,  no,  youngster,  he's  a  very 
good  man,  but  this  sort  of  thing  is  only  safe  in  gentlemanly  keeping, 
so  you  must  trust  your  own  discretion  and  your  coal-trade  experience  to 
help  you  out." 

I  said,  in  reply,  "  Williams  is  a  gentleman  in  his  heart,  sir,  and 
would  die  before  he  opened  his  lips  against  your  orders! "  "Very  well," 
he  said,  "on  your  head  be  it,  then;  take  him  with  you,  buy  the  best 
snaack  you  can,  fit  her  out  complete  for  trawling,  and  I'll  give  you  a 
cheque  for  her  price  when  completed — only  remember,  get  Williams  #n 
sAore  before  you  broach  this  subject  to  him,  and  don't  let  him  set  foot 
on  board  again  till  all  is  ready  for  my  completion  of  the  aflFair." 

Accordingly,  the  next  morning  I  donned  a  suit  of  plain  clothes,  told 
A^illiams  he  was  to  go  on  shore  with  me,  and  then  went  to  the  captain 
for  final  orders.  I  told  him  I  had  learned  that  the  old  man  loved  his 
wife  dearly,  and  that  her  name  was  fietty,  and  that  he  mourned  more 
about  her  than  himself.  I  then  said  I  hoped  he  would  forgive  me  for 
what  I  had  said  about  him  in  the  first  instance,  while  he  laughed  and 
said,  "Oh  yes,  youngster,  it  was  too  good  a  joke  not  to  be  forgiven, 
though  not  so  easily  forgotten;  so,  now,  away  with  you,  and  see  that 
yoarself  and  companion  act  with  discretion  in  this  matter,  as  you  value 
mj  friendship,  and  let  me  know  when  everything  is  complete!" 

We  accordingly  started,  and  got  on  shore  just  in  time  to  catch  Mrs. 
Williams  stepping  into  a.shore-boat  to  go  alongside  the  frigate  to  her 
husband,  she  having  (as  Billy  called  it)  Hded  it  alongshore  in  carriers' 
carts  and  wagons  from  Plymouth  to  Portsmouth,  to  join  him  once  more. 
It  was  a  happy  meeting  that  of  Billy  and  his  spouse.  She  looked  so 
glad  to  see  him,  and  she  was  so  properly  dressed,  all  her  old  flaunty 
clothes  being  changed  for  plain,  decent  apparel;  and,  as  to  him,  I  verily 
believe  he  would  have  rejected  the  advances  of  Venus  herself  for  the 
salce  of  his  new  made  rib.  So  we  stepped  into  her  boat,  and  went  over 
to  Gosport,  and  found  three  or  (bur  smacks  wanting  customers,  in  various 
stages  towards  completion. 

My  first  enterprise,  however,  was  being  closeted  with  Billy  and  his 
tnfet  (whom  I  thought  it  better  to  tell  aU  at  once  than  let  him  do  it 
afterwards),  when  I  fully  explained  our  commander's  views  and  wishes, 
and  swore  them  to  death*like  silence  on  the  subject  over  three  glasses 
of  ram  shrub.  We  first  went  and  looked,  came  back  and  talked,  then 
Billy  went  alone,  and  bargained  for  a  bran  new  smack,  sails,  boat, 
trawls,  nets,  lines,  &c.,  complete,  for  (I  think)  £150,  provided  Billy 
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could  produce  the  tin,  of  which  the  builder  seemed  to  entertain  strong 
and  rather  reasonable  doubts.  This  was  a  *'  poser,"  so  I  went  to  the 
George  and  saw  our  governor,  and  he  told  me  to  tell  Williams  to  saj 
to  the  builder  that  he  would  find  the  money  lodged  at  the  bank  in  hn 
name,  and  for  his  sole  use,  if  he,  the  builder,  chose  to  inquire.  Money 
matters  being  thus  put  right,  the  builder  set  to  work  with  a  will,  and 
in  eight  days  our  crafit  was  full  rigged  and  equipped  with  CYery  neces- 
sary, amply  found  for  her  particular  vocation;  the  word  ''Betty**  painted 
on  her  stern;  and,  redolent  of  paint  and  tar,  she  was  launched  into 
(what  people  will  insist  on  misnaming)  her  ncUive  element  Our  gorer- 
nor  came  to  the  launch  and  made  Mrs.  Williams  christen  her,  on  which 
occasion  she  looked  so  well  and  blushed  so  becomingly,  that  he  vowed 
Williams  was  a  lucky  dog  to  possess  so  handsome  a  craft. 

He  then  ordered  Williams  to  get  three  men  alongshore  to  man  her, 
and  to  have  her  siuling  near  the  frigate  at  noon  next  day,  but  to  keep 
far  enough  off  not  to  be  recognized  by  the  naked  eye.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  go  off  with  him  in  the  gig,  and  to  tell  no  one  a  single  word 
about  the  matter  without  his  permission;  so,  off  I  accordingly  went, 
reported  myself  to  the  first  lieutenant,  and  slipped  into  my  middy's 
uniform  as  fast  as  possible.  Now  the  game  began,  first  in  the  midship - 
men*8  berth,  then  in  the  lieutenants';  and  then,  when  the  captain  went 
on  8hore>  the  first  lieutenant  sent  for  me  into  his  cabin,  and  asked  where 
I  had  been  for  the  last  ten  days? 

"  On  shore,  sir." 

*'  Thank  you  most  kindly  youngster  ;  but  what  have  you  been  about 
all  the  time,  eh?" 

"  Nothing  particular,  sir." 

''  That  is  to  say,  you've  not  robbed  the  mail  or  plundered  a  hen- 
roost; but  what  have  you  been  doing,  as  I  presume  you've  been  doing 
something  or  other  besides  pure  eating,  drinking,  and  sleeping?" 

**  I  was  walking  about  a  good  deal,  sir,  seeing  my  friends." 

''Oh,  aye,  yes,  certainly,  your  mother,  I  presume,  not  having  quite 
weaned  you  came  down  to  finish  her  nursing,  eh,  or  your  private  tutor 
has  just  done  cramming  Euclid  down  your  throat:  pooh,  pooh,  young- 
ster, why  can't  you  speak  out ;  I  give  you  my  honour  I'll  keep  your 
secret  if  you  have  one,  so  tell  me  at  once,  for  know  I  will,  so  there's  an 
endofit?*' 

"  If  I  tell  yoUf  sir,  I  shall  forfeit  my  honour,  and  I  won't  do  it,  if 
you  kill  me  for  it!" 

"Oh I  t/our  honour;  I  beg  pardon,  I  forgot  the  commodity  was  so 
universal,  though  differing  doubtless  like  the  stars  in  brightness;  but 
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you're  right  in  principle  Fra  free  to  confess,  only— come,  hang  it,  tell 
^nCf  and  I  won't  say  one  word;  come  do,  there's  a  good  lad,  come 
now?" 

*'  No  I  won't"  said  I,  in  a  rage,  "  and  you're  no,  no,  no,"  and  here  I 
stuck  in  the  mud  from  sheer  fear  of  his  knocking  me  down  if  I  said  what 
I  had  meant  to  say,  namely— ''gentleman  for  asking  me." 

So  he  said  in  his  mock  polite  way,  "Oh,  don't  mention  it  I  beseech 
you;  I  fully  comprehend  the  pause;  leave  the  cabin^  sir!  "  and  so  I 
sneaked  out  accordingly. 

Well,  about  eleven  a.m.,  the  next  day,  after  seeing  the  smack  sail 
out  of  the  harbour  for  Spithead,  and  looking  real  well*  too,  I  went  and 
told  the  captain,  and  away  we  went  o£f  in  the  gig  to  the  frigate,  and 
down  went  the  captain  and  first  luff  into  the  cabin;  but  when  noon  was 
reported  they  came  on  deck  again,  and  the  captain  said  to  me, ' 'Young- 
ster, find  those  fishermen  and* bring  them  here." 

Off  I  went  and  told  the  father  and  two  sons  that  the  captain  wanted 
them.  Fears  and  hopes  were  strongly  blended  in  their  faces  and  man- 
ner as  they  walked  aft  to  the  quarter-deck,  where  the  captain  and  first 
lieutenant  were  standing  in  all  the  stern  bearing  of  despotic  power,  the 
one  six  feet  two,  and  the  other  Rye  feet  seven,  which  caused  Jack  to 
have  long  before  christened  them,  **  The  Church  Steeple  and  the  Chan- 
cel;" and  when  the  master-at-arms  formed  the  trio,  he  was  called  the 
"  iVare"  by  acclamation. 

Our  chief  thus  began:  "  Mr.  H  ■  ,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how 
these  men  have  behaved  since  their  most  unceremonious  entrance  into 
this  ship?  "       • 

**  I  am  happy  to  say,  very  well  sir,  saving  a  futile  attempt  at  deser- 
tion, frustrated  by  the  master-at-arms^.'* 

"Desertion,  eh  I  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  punishment  for  it  my 
men;  have  you  ever  heard  of  a  running  noose  and  a  foreyard  arm, 
eh?"  Here  the  father  stepped  one  stride  in  advance  of  his  sons,  and 
looking  our  governor  firm  in  the  eye,  said,  "  If  so  be,  zur,  as  anybody  is 
to  be  hanged  for  it,  it'z  me  and  not  my  lads,  for  I  tolled  'um  to  try  and  goo 
wom  t'the  old  'oman  as  is  a  breaking  of  her  heart,  and  if  you'se  only  let 
them  tuo  goo  away  wom,  I'm  ready  and  willing  to  die  for  her  and  them 
this  minit!" 

Well,  our  skipper  went  very  red  in  the  &ce,  put  out  his  arm  as  if 
to  shake  hands  with  the  old  fellow,  drew  it  suddenly  back  and  shut 
himself  up  again  like  an  oyster,  saying,  "  Not  so  fast  my  good  man, 
not  so  fast,  do  not  anticipate  causes  and  effects ;  and  now,  sir,  you  tell 
me  yon  were  the  master  of  a  Torbay  fishing-smack  ;  but  how  am  I  to 
know  ibis,  mx,  or  that  you  were  not  a  smuggler  running  hollands  aeroM 
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tlie  Channel  in  an  open  boat.  Do  you  know  a  fishing- smack,  sir,  wbea 
you  see  her?  Have  you  any  papers  on  you  proving  what  she  was  like,  or 
her  size,  or  rig,  or  name,-  eh?  Mount  the  bulwarks,  sir,  and  tell  me  if 
there  is  anything  in  sight  like  this  dirty  old  smack  you  pretend  ytm 
have  lost;  do  you  hear,  sir?" 

Up  went  the  old  man  to  starboard  and  the  sons  to  port,  looking 
around  the  horizon  for  something  like  their  old  smack,  when  one  of  the 
lads  seeing  the  ''Betty,"  shouted  out,  in  defiance  of  all  discipliney 
**  Veather,  heur's  a  smack  a  standing  across  our  starn;  by  gosh  her  iz  as 
like  oum  as — no  hur  isn't  nother;  hurs  bigger  and  better;  but  htirs  same 
rig,  so  speak  out  and  tell  the  mester  your  mind  !" 

'*  The  old  man  looked  across  the  ship  and  saw  the  smack ;   it  was  to 
him  as  the  sight  of  i^n  old  friend;  affection  obscured  it  by  the  image  of 
his  Betty;  his  face  worked;  his  arms  moved  towards  it  as  if  embracing 
his  dame;  he  turned  one  look  on  our  now  greatly  excited  skipper,  and, 
sinking  into  a  crushed  and  wounded  posture  on  the  cannonade  slide  next 
him,  he  hid  his  face  on  his  knees  and  sobbed  aloud.     In  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye  our  ''Old  Feller "  was  by  his  side,  his  arm  round  the  old 
man,  cocked  hat  off,  and  with  his  mouth  touching  the  fisherman's  ear, 
he  whispered  some  cabalistic  sounds   to  his  broken  heart;  the  old  man 
raised  his  head,  cast  a  bewildered  look  on  our  ashamed-lookiog  skipper, 
and  sud,  in  sorrowful  tones,  "  Oh,  zur,  dunnot  play  me  no  tricks,  I 
connot  abide  it !"    When  our  governor  seized  his  hand  in  both  his  own, 
and,  shaking  it  with  a  warmth  and  affection,  beauteous  to  behold,  ex- 
claimed, "On  my  honour,  old  man,  she's  yours,  and  you  and  the  boys 
are  free  as  air;  so  forgive  me,  if,  in  trying  to  repair  ^he  involuntary 
injury  I  did  you,  I've  had  occasion  to  use  a  deception  which  I  grieve  to 
see  has  greatly  distressed  you.     She's  yours,  I  tell  you,  and  she's  called 
the  'Betty;'  and  God  bless  you  and  your  good  dame,  and  good  luck  to 
your  new  smack ! " 

Poor  old  man,  he  could  only  look  his  thanks ;  his  lads  too  had  got 
about  him,  and  they  all,  as  with  one  consent,  were  sinking  down  on 
their  knees  to  our  most  noble  captain,  when  he  effectually  stayed  the 
motion  by  actually  crying  out,  as  if  in  pain,  "  Confound  you  all,  stand 
up  I  say,  or  by  Greorge  I'll  keep  you  here  till  doomsday;  kneel  to  God, 
and  thank  JBim  for  your  lives  spared>  your  liberty  restored,  and  your 
means  of  earning  honest  bread  before  you;  and  sometimes  think  of  the 
man  kindly  who  has  been  made  happy  in  being  of  service  to  you!  Toung 
K  — >  signal  the  smack  alongside,  and  man  my  gig.  Mr  H— , 
put  these  men  on  board  her  with  their  several  discharges,  and  provisions 
and  grog  for  a  week.  And  now,  old  man,  once  more  good  bye,  and 
God  bless  you!" 
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With  that  he  turned  to  look  for  his  hat;  Mr.  H  ■  gaye  it  him. 
I  was  ready  with  the  gig,  and  he  hurried  over  the  side  into  her;  hut  it 
was  no  use  trying  to  blink  a  crew  who  would  have  died  for  him;  the 
rigging  manned  fore  and  aft,  was  alive  with  men,  and  as  we  shoved  off, 
the  cheer  that  shook  the  air  was  re-echoed  by  Portsdown  Hill. 

I  am  happy  to  say  the  old  fisherman  and  his  sons  got  safe  home  with 
and  to,  their  ''  Betty,'*  and  imagination  can  easily  depict  the  happiness 
of  all  concerned  on  their  arrival.  The  day  after  their  departure,  the 
%dX\oT^  friends  having  been  again  admitted  on  board,  our  maintop-men 
were  enabled  to  smuggle  the  fair  lady  who  had  made  her  passage  in  the 
maintop-chest  from  Plymouth  to  Portsmouth,  into  the  ship,  she  never 
having  been  out  of  it,  and  the  next  job  was  to  put  a  plan  in  force,  by 
which  she  could  join  the  ship  as  a  seaman  for  the  ensuing  voyage  with- 
out detection.  My  services  were  called  into  play,  and  having  so  long 
shared  the  top-chest  with  her,  I  entered  into  the  joke  with  heart  and 
soul,  without  giving  a  thought  as  to  the  serious  consequences  likely  to 
ensue  should  I  be  detected  as  **  particeps  criminis,'^  in  so  flagrant  a 
breach  of  duty.  She  accordingly  went  on  shore,  got  her  back  hair  tied 
into  a  pigtail— «n  appendage  in  those  days  held  as  essential  to  the 
nautical  bearing  of  a  man-of-war's-man,  as  the  same  thing  is  to  the 
honour  and  pride  of  a  Chinaman — dressed  her  hands  and  face  and  neck 
in  butter  and  tar,  letting  it  absorb  well  into  the  pores  of  the  skin,  rigged 
herself  out  in  sailor's  toggery,  and  when  all  was  prepared  my  part  of 
the  performance  began.  I  was  to  speak  to  the  first  lieutenant,  saying 
that  Jem  Bently's  youngest  brother  was  ashore  and  afriad  of  being 
pressed  into  another  ship,  and  if  he,  Mr.  H  had  no  objection,  and 

would  let  him  do  duty  in  the  maintop  watch  with  his  brother  Jem,  he 

would  volunteer  and  join  the  frigate.     Mr.  H asked  me  what  sort 

of  a  lad  he  was,  and  I  said  safely  enough  that  I  did  not  know,  but  if 
he  wished  I'd  find  it  out  and  report  upon  it  to  him.  I  was  ordered  to 
do  80  the  next  time  I  went  on  shore,  and  if  he  looked  a  likely  lad  to 
bring  him  on  board. 

Well,  that  day  I  saw  Mrs.  Bently  aged  25,  looking  as  like  a  swarthy 
complezioned  lad  of  20  as  you'd  wish  to  see,  but  the  pig-tail  was  too 
old  a  dodge^-it  was  out  of  place  and  years;  and  after  many  a  bitter 
sigh,  it  was  doomed  to  come  off,  and  the  remainder  of  the  back  hair  to 
be  "  sniggled,"  as  barbers  call  it,  not  cut  straight  square  off,  but  part  of 
it  frizzled  back  and  the  rest  cut  off  and  the  other  part  then  combed  over 
it  again.  The  next  difficulty  was  not  so  easily  overcome,  but  a  very 
large  pair  of  trousers  lessened  the  effect  considerably.     Well,  the  next 
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great  matter  was  to  get  her  on  board  at  dusk,  report  her  to  the  first 
lieu  tenant  then,  and  get  her  passed  muster  by  candle-light  The  whole 
disguise  was  perfect  except  the  voice,  and  the  attempt  at  speaking  like 
a  man  only  produced  a  very  unmanly  squeak.  However,  my  making 
her  repeat  "No,  sir,''  and  ''Yes,  sir,"  over  and  over  again,  fa  a  gruff 
sort  of  voice,  had  some  effect;  and,  at  any  rate,  ^*  Nothing  yeDtore 
nothing  have"  stared  us  in  the  face;  so  after  a  lapse  of  three  days  I 
brought  her  off  in  the  captain's  gig  one  evening  after  leaving  him  ashore, 
and  went  and  reported  myself  and  Jem  fientley's  brother  as  being  on 
board.     Mr.  H  was  in  his  own  berth,  and  in  reply  to  report  aaid, 

"  Oh,  aye,  bye  the  by,  youngster,  I  have  to  pay  you  a  very  deserved 
compliment  for  the  way  you  kept  your  secret  the  other  day.  I  am  at 
liberty  now  to  tell  you  I  had  orders  from  the  captain  to  pump  you 
pretty  strongly  on  that  head,  and  I  think  you'll  allow  I  £d  my  best ; 
but  you  were  close  as  wax,  and  mind  you  always  keep  so  in  matters  of 
confidence;  and  now  let  me  have  a  look  at  your  lad." 

''  Well  away  I  went  on  deck;  and,  telling  Bob  Bently  to  follow  me, 
returned  to  the  first  lieutenant's  cabin.  On  the  way  down  I  pressed 
Sob*s  hand  to  re-assure  him,  and  felt  it  as  cold  as  a  stone.  That  very 
touch  illuminated  my  mind  like  an  electric  flame  as  to  the  folly  of  my 
present  conduct,  and  the  risk  I  was  running  in  aiding  others  to  smuggle 
a  woman  into  the  ship;  but  it  was  too  late  to  pull  up,  so  in  we  went^ 
and  which  of  us  looked  the  most  guilty  I  can't  pretend  to  say,  but  I 
can  safely  assert  1/elt  the  most  so, 

"  This  is  young  Bob  Bently,  sir,"  said  I. 

"  Oh,  well  my  lad,  so  you  want  to  join  this  ship,  eh?" 

"If  you  please,  sir." 

"  Aye,  because  your  brother's  aboard,  eh?  Well,  I've  no  objeetioo, 
only  as  to  your  doing  duty  in  the  maintop,  my  lad,  I  must  know  some- 
thing about  whether  you're  able  first;  how  long  have  you  been  to  sea, 
and  in  what  trade,  eh?" 

"  Three  years,  sir,  in  the  coasting  trade!" 

^*  Aye  exactly,  you're  one  of  those  long  shore  chaps  who  try  every- 
thing else  and  fail,  and  then  think  they're  fit  to  make  sailors  of :  why 
how  old  are  you,  eh?" 

"  Twenty,  sir." 

"  Aye,  exactly  so,  you  begin  to  serve  your  time* at  sea  when  yoa 
ought  to  have  served  it,  and  now  you  come  here  as  one  of  the  Kmg's 
beef-eaters.  The  main-top  is  no  place  for  you,  my  lad,  but,  umph!  if  I 
thought  you  were  less  a  thief  than  a  horse,  I'd  make  you  my  boy;  that 
young  scoundrel  I  have  is  as  dirty  as  a  Spanbh  town,  and  you  do  look 
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like  something  sweet  and  dean.  Would  you  like  that,  eh,  my  lad  ? 
because  if  so,  say  so,  and  if  youll  behave  well  I'll  make  a  man  of  you, 
although  it's  too  often  a  hopeless  case  trying  to  do  so;  so  on  young 
's  recommendation  Fll  take  you; — ^ycs  or  no,  eh?" 

^*  Tes,  if  you  please,  sir,*'  said  the  abominable  stupid  woman,  and  the 
.•    whole  affair  was  in  one  moment,  what  her  irate  husband  called,   *'  flum- 
muxed.'' 

Mr.  H  simply  added,  "  Very  well,  my  lad,  this  young  gentleman 

will  have  the  kindness  to  airange  about  you,  and  the  steward  will  tell 

you  how  to  go  on  as  to  looking  after  me.     Good  night ;  take 

the  lad  along  with  you,  and  get  him  put  into  his  brother's  mess,  and 
eee  him  entered  on  the  books,  and  show  him  to  the  steward." 

So  away  we  accordingly  went,  and  I  had  only  to  do  as  I  was  ordered; 
and  one  thing  more,  for  meeting  the  master-at-arms,  I  said,  *'  This  lad 
is  come  on  board  to  be  the  first  lieutenant's  servant,  and  he  is  Jem 
Bently's  (the  maintop-man's)  brother,  and  b  to  mess  with  him." 

"  Weny  well,  sir,"  said  that  functionary,  '*  I  shall  know  'im  again 
▼erehever  I  sees  'im;"  and  so  having  handed  young  Bob  over  to  his 
brother,  I  went  and  turned  in  about  as  wretched  a  young  ass  as  ever  got 
himself  gratuitously  into  a  scrape.  What  teas  to  be  done;  sh^  was  sure 
to  be  found  out,  and  then  what  a  row  there'd  be;  and,  worst  of  all,  she 
was  not  stationed  in  the  maintop,  and  we  should  never  share  the  main- 
top-chest watch  between  us  again;  and,  oh  dear!  it  was  a  stupid  business 
from  beginning  to  end,  and  no  help  for  it. 

However,  as  luck  would  have  it,  the  next  day  we  were  ordered  off  to 
sea,  ship  cleared  of  all  strangers,  hands  mustered  (this  time)  right,  in- 
cluding ''Boy  Bob,"  and  at  7h.  p.m.,  we  had  cleared  the  Needles 
Passage,  and  were  standing  down  Channel  on  a  regular  man-of-war's 
cruise,  and  very  bad  weather  we  had  for  about  a  week,  reefing,  furling 
and  stowing  sails,  and  securing  guns,  boats,  spars,  yards,  and  every 
moveable  thing.  At  last  it  cleared  up,  and  away  we  stood  for  the 
Western  Islands,  with  baffling  winds  and  calms,  enough  to  irritate  a 
saint;  and  our  captain,  not  being  of  that  class,  but  the  reverse,  was  in 
the  most  abominable  temper  possible.  Nothing  could  please  him;  and 
the  quantity  of  trumpets  and  spy  glasses  he  destroyed  and  flattened  by 
shying  them  at  fellows^  heads,  was  perfectly  painful  to  behold.  Day  by 
day  did  I  tremble  in  my  shoes  about  **  Boy  Bob,"  being  found  out,  and 
night  by  night  did  I  dream  she  was  metamorphosed  into  some  horrible 
monster  who  was  strangling  me  in  the  top-chest;  and  then  all  the  main- 
top-men, and  I  too,  agreed  that  she  was  sure  to  be  found  out,  and  if  she 
could  not  win  over  the  first  lieutenant  to  her  secret,  there  would  be  the 
cat-o'-nine  tails  for  Jem  Bently,  and  the  most  complete  degradation  for 
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poor  me,  and,  as  her  husband  sud,  "All  along  of  a  woman  as  couldn't 
hact  like  a  man." 

It  is  a  very  true  saying,  the  why  and  wherefore  of  which  ^rooU 
make  a  most  curious  study,  that  misfortunes  seldom  come  sing'Iy.  Toa 
get  a  run  of  bad  luck  at  cards,  yet  you  never  played  better  in  your  life; 
you  change  sides,  leave  off,  try  again,  get  a  fresh  pack — all  of  no  nsc, 
lose  you  must  and  do;  and,  more  serious  still,  you've  heavy  stakes  on  a 
well-known  unbeatable  horse,  with  a  good  and  unbribeable  jockey;  you 
bet  the  long  odds  in  his  favour;  he  starts,  he  leads,  he  takes  every  rasp- 
ing fence  like  a  two-foot  ditch;  now  he  comes  to  the  last  leap,  throoged 
with  a  gaping  crowd;  k  drunken  man,  heedless  of  shouts,  attempts  to 
cross  the  course;  your  horse  receives  him  on  his  shoulder,  and  carries 
him,  himself,  and  rider  into  the  brook  he  was  about  to  clear.  Whose 
Cftult  was  it,  yours?— no!  your  man's  or  horse's?— no!  drink!  A  tboa- 
sand  other  and  more  painful  cases  might  be  cited,  but  it  is  needless. 

Somehow  or  other  things  seemed  to  go  wrong  with  us  on  purpose; 
topsail  sheets  parted  and  sprung  the  yards,  two  jib*booms  went  like 
carrots,  the  maintop-gallant  yard  came  down  by  the  run,  passing  through 
the  upper  deck  and  lodging  on  the  main  one,  and,  of  course,  all  kinds 
of  courts  of  enquiry  were  held,  and  some  one  had  to  take  the  blame  and 
the  punishment.  Nobody  knew  where  we  were  going,  and,  as  a  finish 
to  this  unpleasant  state  of  things,  we  chased  a  vessel  for  a  whole  day, 
and  she  beat  us.  I've  great  reason  to  remember  that  said  chase,  for  it 
was  during  that  day  that  our  maintop -gallant-studding-sail-halyards 
parted,  and  produced  a  torrent  of  abuse  and  oaths  from  our  angry  skip- 
per on  the  heads  of  the  maintop-men  and  myself  fearful  to  listen  to:  now 
there  was  a  standing  order  in  the  ship,  that  on  no  pretence  whatever 
was  a  man  to  work  with  a  marlinspike  (a  round  piece  of  iron,  about  a 
foot  long  and  an  inch  in  diameter,  pointed  at  one  end  and  rounded  at 
the  other,  with  a  small  hole  through  its  rounded  end)  without  a  lanyard 
(or  string)  through  said  hole,  the  other  end  of  which  was  looped  round 
the  neck  of  the  man  working  with  it,  so  that,  if  the  marlinspike 
perchance  slipped  through  his  fingers,  the  string  would  prevent  its 
falling  on  deck  from  aloft,  and  laming  or  killing  any  one  beneath.  On 
this  occasion,  however.  Bill  Williams,  in  his  hurry  to  get  the  rope 
spliced  and  sail  set  again,  as  quick  as  thought  seized  on  a  marlinspike 
without  a  lanyard,  and,  as  one  curse  still  more  bitter  than  the  las 
ascended  to  the  top  from  the  lips  of  our  skipper,  who  was  standing 
nearly  under  it,  confusion  and  hurry  caused  the  marlinspike  to  slip  from 
his  fingers,  through  the  lubber^s  hole,  and  down  like  a  rocket,  on  deck, 
where  it  buried  its  pointed  end  two  inches  in  the  deck,  and  within  OM 
of  our  dreadful  commander's  toes.     He  never  flinched  a  hair's  breadth; 
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le  looked  at  it;  some  one  ran  to  pull  it  up,  he  set  his  foot  against  him 
md  sent  him  sprawling  away  from  it,  and  then  turning  round,  he  walked 
kft,  slewed  himself  forward,  and  in  a  smooth  sort   of  gentle  voice  said, 
'  Maintop  there!" 
"  Sir!"  said  I. 

'*  Mr. send  down  the  man  who  let  fall  that  marlinspike  if  you 

please." 

*•  Ay,  ay,  sir."     I  then  heard  him  add — "  Mr. get  the  gratings 

^gg^ed  and  the  cat  ready!"  I  looked  at  poor  Bill,  and  in  an  instant  I  re- 
collected his  haying  once  said  if  ever  he  was  flogged  he*djump  overboard 
the  minute  he  was  free,  and  drown  himself;  in  another  instant  I  saw  my 
way  to  save  him.     He  was  just  about  to  go  below,  I  seized  him  by  the 
arm,  and  saying,  ''  Billy  if  you  ever  loved  me,  leave  it  to  me  to  settle 
this !  ^  I  begged  the  men  to  keep  him  aloft,  whilst  I  went  below  and 
faced  our  skipper.     The  very  sea  and  winds  seemed  to  be  silenced  as  I 
carae  down  from  aloft,  men  and  officers  alike  became  motionless  as  I 
walked  aft,  and  taking  off  my  cap,  looked  up  at  our  pale  and  angry 
captain,  and  said,  '<I  beg  pardon,  sir,  but  I  couldn't  help  it!"     This 
was  spoken  abreast  of,  and  about  six  feet  from,  the  capstern,  and,  strange 
as  it  may  appear,  my  next  appearance  on  this  sublunary  stage,  so  as  to 
he  recognbed  by  myself,  at  least,  was  in  the  captain's  cabin,  with  my 
head  bound  up  and  my  hair  and  clothes  in  a  state  of  the  most  admired 
disorder,  being  sprinkled  with  blood  and  water  in  about  equal  propor- 
tions.    It  seems  that  my  apology  yet  trembled  on  my  lips,  when  our 
fierce  "  Old  Feller^  as  Jack  called  him,  fully  acted  up  to  his  name, 
for  with  the  whole  force  of  his  open  right  hand  he  struck  me  on  the  left 
side  of  my  head,  sent  me  flying  against  the  capstern,  the  right  side  of 
my  head  coming  in  contact  with  it  so  violently  as  to  stretch  me  senseless 
and  apparently  lifeless  at  its  foot — blood  oozing  out  of  my  nose  and 
mouth,  and  flowing  copiously  from  my  skull.     He  stood,  I  was  told, 
petrified  with  horror  for  a  moment,  and  then  rushing  to  me,  snatched 
me  up,  and  cried  on  me  to  speak,  to  move,  to  see;  but  the  next  instant 
found  me  torn  from  his  arms  by  Bill  Williams,  who  had  slid  down  the 
maintopsail-tye   on  deck,  and  who   now  faced  the  bewildered  captain 
with  the  fury  of  a  maniac,  and  shouted  in  his  very  face—"  You're  a 
murderer!  Tou  shant  touch  him;  you've  killed  him!  "     By  this  time  all 
hands  were  aft,  and  most  awful  confusion  was  the  order  of  the  day,  until 
the  first  lieutenant,  ordering  Williams  to  carry  me  to  the  cabin,  led  the 
captain  down  after  us  with  the  surgeon,  and  then  returning  on  deck,  he 
actually  looked  every  man  off  the  quarter-deck  to  his  proper  station 
again;  and  the  hapless  sail  was  set  and  I  restored  to  a  lively  sense  of  a 
sore  head  and  sick  stomach  about  the  same  moment. 
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What  a  falling  off  b  here!  Let  us  look  back  but  a  few  yean,  and  «« 
may  see  the  harbour  and  roadstead  studded  with  yachts  from  the  noble 
schooner  of  some  hundred  tons  to  the  humble  pleasure  boat^ 

From  the  reports  circulated  during  the  spring  a  resume  of  1854  wis 
anticipated  when  yachtsmen  attended  by  hundreds,  to  aid  the  good  canse, 
but  alas!  such  is  the  mutability  of  those  deeply  interested  in  the  wel&re 
of  the  town,  there  could  not  be  any  real  exertion  made  to  cany  out  the 
Regatta  in  a  manner  worthy  of  this  place.  The  inhabitants  must  hafe 
felt  the  falling  off,  and  especially  the  proprietors  of  the  Hotels  and 
Boarding-houses,  and  we  should  consider  that  it  is  necessary  to  get  op 
some  amusement  for  those  who  go  there  for  the  season,  for  with  the 
exception  of  the  sea,  there  is  nothing  particularly  of  note  to  be  seen  in 
or  around  Lowestoft. 

It  was  arranged  to  hold  the  Regatta  on  Thursday  August  29th,  and 
the  Eastern  Counties  Railway  offered  a  purse  of  £20,  or  a  piece  of  plate 
of  that  value,  for  yachts,  for  which  there  were  three  entries,  viz:  the 
celebrated  Bessie,  Mr.  Hedge  of  Ipswich  ;  Watersprite,  Mr.  R.  Leedi 
of  London  ;  and  Qannet,  Mr.  S.  Gumey  of  Lowestoft.  No  start  irom 
some  unexplained  cause  took  place. 

The  sum  of  £18  was  devoted  to  a  pilot  cutter  match,  which  was 
divided  thus:— -8  to  first  boat,  6  to  the  second,  and  4  to  third.  For 
this  the  following  started: — Providence,  S.  J.  Dedney,  of  8outhwold ; 
Bittern,  J.  Tansley,  of  Lowestoft ;  and  Dum  Spiro  Spero,  Gravels,  of 
same  place. 

The  course  was  from  moorings  in  front  of  the  south  pier  to  a  flag-boat 
off  the  Ness  Point,  next  along  a  course  on  the  other  side  of  the  New- 
come  Sand  past  Pakefield,  and  then  round  a  fiag-boat  and  back  to  the 
south  pier.  Altogether  a  distance  of  about  10  or  10^  miles,  and  as 
two  rounds  were  traversed  about  21  miles  altogether  were  sailed.  The 
start  took  place  at  lb.  43m.  10s.,  Bittern  and  Providence  got  most 
readily  under  way,  the  Dum  Spiro  Spero  making  a  comparatively  clumsy 
hand  at  setting  her  gaff-topsail,  so  that  the  others  walked  completely 
away  from  her,  and  not  being  a  very  fast  vessel  she  was  wholly  unable 
to  recover  the  lost  ground.  The  Bittern  at  first  took  the  lead;  but  in 
the  course  of  the  first  round  she  was  overhauled  by  the  Providence, 
which  continued  gradually  to  increase  her  advantage,  the  Bittern  having 
taken  a  considerable  number  of  strangers  (passengers)  on  board. 

The  first  round  closed  as  follows: — Providence,  2b.  58m.  4os;  Bittern 
3h.  Cm.  8s.  Dum  Spiro  Spero  3h.  6m.  40s 
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To  the  second  round  the  ProTidenco  went  still  further  ahead,  and  the 
£>am  Spire  Spero  being  a  long  way  astern,  was  not  eren  timed.  The 
Providence  came  in  at  4h.  9m.  22s.  and  the  Bittern  at  4h.  15m.  328. 

The  next  match  was  between  yawls  for  a  prize  of  £25.  The  celebrity 
of  these  craft  on  the  eastern  coast  are  so  well  known,  that  whenever  a 
match  b  got  up  the  greatest  interest  is  taken  in  their  manoeuvres. 

It  was  announced  that  the  contest  was  open  to  competitors  from  all 
parts  of  the  county,  but  all  the  yawls  entered  belonged  to  Lowestoft, 
viz.  the  Bittern  59ft.,  Mosquito  44ft.,  Eclipse  54ft.,  Thought  49ft., 
and  Young  Prince  46ft.  The  last  named  did  not  start,  but  the  others 
gt>t  well  away  at  Ih.  Im.  30s.,  the  course,  which  was  sailed  over  three 
times,  being  from  a  flag- ship  in  front  of  the  south  pier  to  the  northward, 
passing  inside  of  a  flag-boat  off  the  Ness  Point,  thence  to  the  northward, 
of  the  Stanford  light  vessel,  down  the  Stanford  Channel,  passing  south 
of  the  east  and  west  buoys  of  the  Newcome,  and  then  back  to  the  flag- 
ship. Altogether  twenty-one  miles  were  sailed.  The  Eclipse,  on  start- 
ing, took  the  lead,  the  Mosquito  being  second,  and  the  Thought  third  ; 
on  rounding  the  Stanford  light  vessel  the  Thought  had  obtained  the 
lead,  but  shortly  afterwards  the  Bkslipse  recovered  her  position,  the  Bit- 
tern was  observed  to  reef  in  consequence  of  the  wind  increasing.  The 
first  round  was  completed  thus— fkslipse,  Thought,  Bittern,  and  Mos- 
quito last. 

In  the  second  round  there  was  no  change  excepting  the  Mosquito 
withdrawing  from  the  contest  In  the  third  and  last  round  the  Eclipse 
increased  her  lead:  she  had  to  make  an  allowence  of  2m.  30s.  owing  to 
her  greater  length,  nevertheless  she  finbhed  a  winner  of  the  first  prise 
£13,  by  Im.  Ts.;  Thought  received  second  prize  £8;  and  Bittern  £4. 

The  largest  prize  offered  during  the  day,  viz|:  a  purse  of  35  sovs*  was 
for  local  river  cutter  yachts,  half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference 
of  tonnage,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  Measurement  The  entries 
were:— Wanderer,  14  tons,  Mr.  J.  L.  Barber;  Red  Rover,  14  tons,  Mr. 
S.  Nightingale  ;  and  the  Rover,  15  tons,  Mr.  T.  Palmer,  all  belonging 
to  Tarmouth.  The  start  was  effected  at  2h.  8dm.  5s.  Red  Rover  at 
onoe  took  the  lead,  the  Rover  following  ;  Wanderer  did  not  get  her  jib 
up  very  well,  and  lost  way  in  consequence,  and  although  in  her  river 
contests  she  has  proved  herself  a  close  competitor  with  the  Red  Rover, 
and  more  than  a  match  for  the  Rover,  on  this  occasion  she  appeared 
to  be  at  sea  in  more  senses  than  one.  At  the  close  of  the  first  round  the 
yachts  were  timed  as  follows  :-*Red  Rover  dh.  12m.  35s.  Rover  3h. 
13m.  I7s,  Wanderer  3h.  16m. 

The  course  sailed  was  a  double  triangle,  the  bases  extending  on  one 
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side  to  the  Ness  Point,  and  on  the  other  to  nearly  opponte  Pakefidd 
Church,  altogether  about  4^  miles.  This  distance  being  traversed  fear 
times,  about  18  miles  were  gone  over  altogether,  each  round  oocapjiof 
between  40  and  50  minutes.  The  second  round  dosed  as  follows:— 
Red  Rover  3h.  54m.  258.;  Rover  3h.  55m.  7s.;  Wanderer  4h.  Im.  8& 
The  third  round  exhibited  no  variation,  and  the  match  closed  in  the 
same  order.  The  third  portion  of  the  prize  (5  sovs.)  was  not  awarded 
as  there  were  only  three  entries,  but  the  Red  Rover  received  20  son 
and  the  Rover  10. 

There  was  a  rowing  match  between  ship^s  boats,  wluch  was  won  faj 
a  French  crew.  Some  other  matches  took  place,  and  thus  finished  the 
Lowestoft  Regatta  of  1861,  and  we  do  hope  next  year  to  see  a  laige 
number  of  yachts.  It  rests  entirely  with  the  inhabitants  whether  it  will 
be  so  or  not. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  seen  an  account  of  fresh  aquatic 
sports  being  held  at  Lowestoft  in  consequence  of  a  surplus  remaining 
from  the  regatta.  This  sum  has  been  expended  in  rowing  matches,^ 
however  praiseworthy  it  may  be  to  provide  additional  amusements  for 
the  visitors  to  that  place,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  not  kept 
as  a  *'  nest-egg"  for  a  grand  regatta  of  one  or  two  days  next  year, — but 
it  appears  the  plan  has  been  to  let  the  future  provide  for  itself.  If  there 
is  a  Yacht  Regatta  here  next  season  we  shall  be  agreeably  surprised. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

A  Sailing  match,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht 
Club,  came  off  on  Saturday,  August  3 1st.  The  steamer  FHnce  was 
engaged  by  the  club  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  m^nben 
and  their  friends,  and  lefb  the  Prince's  Pier  about  one  o'clock  for  Wood- 
side,  where  they  were  joined  by  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The 
day  was  beautifully  fine,  and  the  arrangements  on  board  the  steamer 
were  excellent.  At  the  commencement  of  the  match  there  was  almost 
a  dead  calm;  and  although  a  slight  breeze  sprung  up  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon,  the  state  of  the  wind  was  such  during  the  whole  of  the 
day,  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  form  any  just  notion  of  the  sailing  qualities 
of  the  competing  yachts.  The  match  was  for  a  beautifully  designed 
silver  cup,  valued  at  fifteen  guineas,  made  by  Mr.  Elkington. 

There  were  four  yachts  entered  to  compete  in  the  match,  but  only  the 
following  three  started;— The  Vision,  cutter,  7^  tons,  C.  H.  Codding- 
ton,  Esq.;  Snake,  sloop,  7^  tons,  W.  Wilkinson,  Esq.;  the  Enigms, 
sloop,  7^  tons,  A.  Bower  Esq. 
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The  yaohte  started  from  Woodside  Her  at  22  minutes  past  two  o'clock 
and  the  following  is  the  course  which  they  sailed:-— From  Woodside 
Pier  round  a  flag-boat  stationed  oft  Bromborough  Pool,  thence  round  a 
flag-boat  stationed  southward  of  the  Dingle,  back  to  the  flag-boat  at 
Bromborough  Pool,  thence  round  flag-boat  southward  of  the  Dingle^ 
returning,  to  flag-boat  stationed  southward  of  Woodside  Pier  ;  back 
round  the  flag-boats  stationed  off  Bromborough  Pool  and  southward  of 
the  Dingle,  returning  direct  to  south  of  Woodside  pier,  passing  between 
the  shore  and  the  flag-boat,  leaying  the  last  mentioned  flag-boat  on  the 
starboard  hand ;  all  other  marks  and  flag-boats  to  be  \eh  on  the  port 
hand. 

The  Enigma  took  the  lead  of  the  other  yachts,  a  short  time  after 
starting,  but  the  Snake  followed  closely  in  the  wake,  and  the  Vision  was 
na  great  distance  behind.  The  Vision  soon  changed  her  position  from 
the  rear  to  the  lead,  and  kept  that  position,— although  it  was  closely 
contested  during  the  day, — at  the  close  of  the  match.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  yachts  was  much  admired,  and  during  the  day  the  sailing 
to  windward  which  took  place  showed  that  the  genUemen  on  board 
knew  how  to  handle  their  respective  craft.  On  rounding  the  flag-boat 
off  Bromborough  Pool  the  Snake  and  Enigma  made  the  turn  beanti- 
fblly  together,  there  being  only  about  a  yard  between  them,  and  down 
the  river  on  the  opposite  side  a  beautiful  race  took  place,  the  yachts 
being  well  together,  and  their  management  excellent. 

The  handling  of  the  Vision  was  especially  admired  at  this  pointy  as  it 
was,  indeed,  during  the  whole  day.  She  gradually  took  the  lead;  and 
as  the  Snake,  on  rounding  the  flag-boat  at  Woodside  went  round  the 
wrong  side,  and  had  to  come  back  and  go  round  again,  the  Vision  came 
in  the  winner  by  about  150  yards;  the  Snake  being  second,  followed  by 
the  Enigma.  The  Vision  came  alongside  the  steamer,  and  on  Mr. 
Coddington  coming  on  board  he  was  received  with  cheers.  Mr.  Harri- 
aon,  the  Vice-commodore  of  the  club,  presented  him  with  the  cup. 
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Rbpobt  read  by  the  secretary,  J.  M.  Forrester,  Esq.,  at  the  closing 
meeting  of  the  season,  held  on  the  9th  of  October,  1861. 

^*Am  this  is  our  last  meeting  for  the  season,  the  secretary  would  avail 
himself  of  the  opportunity  it  affords,  to  lay  before  you  a  few  details 
regarding  the  affisurs  of  the  club. 

"  In  reference  to  our  members,  we  have  eighty-five  at  present  on  the 
roily  seven  of  whom  have  joined  during  the  past  year. 

KO.  ll.^-vox-  Z.  3  u 
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**  The  fleet  I  am  heppy  to  stite  ie  oo  the  inerease,  and  thia  aeaaoa  the 
dab  '  bargee^  has  been  earned  bj  forty-five  Teisele  of  tiie  followiofr 
classee,  Tiar-^-thirty-eeTen  eatten,  four  ■efaooneny  three  screw  akeanMn, 
and  one  yawl,  haTiog  a  gross  tonnage  of  860  tons,  and  amongat  them 
ean  be  foand»  models,  which  for  speed  and  beauty  of  form  can  eumpefce 
with  anything  afloat 

**  The  following  yachts  belonging  to  the  club  have  this  year  added 
ireeh  laurels  to  their  former  victories,  by  taking  priaes  both  at  our  own 
and  other  regattas,  vis:—- 


TMbtiTNaiiM 

Tons 

4 
4 
8 
8 

8 

4 

Entered. 

Won. 

Telne  of  Prisee 

OwDiar. 

Bnmette     ... 

Lil7 

Armada     ... 
Brenda 
Azalea 
Fern 
Lightmng  ... 

3 

4 
2 
2 
3 

4 
1 

3 
2 

^  S.  d. 
27       0    0 

8  10  0 
15  0  0 
10  0  0 
12  0  0 
10      0    0 

4       0    0 

R,  Sharp,  Bsq. 
J.  lire,  Esq. 
Captain  Stewart 
D.  MaolTer,  Baq. 
J.  Campbell,  Saq. 
J.  M.  Forrester,  Esq. 
W.  Doig,  Esq. 

Armada  beat  Brenba  at  Millport,  and  Brenba  beat  Armada  at  Donooa. 

**  There  have  been  four  meetings  this  year,  tix:  opening  cndse  at 
Helensburgh,  regatta  at  Mill  port)  challenge  cup  at  Dunoon,  and  fine 
dosing  cruise  at  Rothesay.  With  the  exception  of  the  regatta,  however, 
which  was  a  decided  success,  the  other  gatheriugs  were  not  so  well 
attended  on  account  of  the  weather,  which  was  very  variable. 

**  In  conclusion ,  allow  me  to  say  that  on  the  whole  the  Clyde  has 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  past  season,  and  that  the  thanks  <^ 
the  dub  is  specially  due  to  the  Hon.  G.  F.  fioyle,  for  the  attention 
and  ability  which  he  has  always  shown  as  commodore,  in  conducting  tlie 
sailing  matches  of  the  dub/* 


ROTAL  CANADIAN  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

The  race  for  the  magnificent  cup  presented  by  His  Royal  Highness 
ihe  Prince  of  Wales  to  this,  the  first  of  our  colonial  Yacht  Clubs,  took 
place  on  6th  of  September.  Our  yachting  readers  will  remember  that 
during  his  Royal  Highnesses  recent  visit  to  British  North  America  he 
was  received  in  a  style  befitting  his  high  rank,  by  Commodore  Duns 
and  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Chib  at 
Toronto,  at  which  time  he  was  gradously  pleased  to  become  the  patroa 
of  the  Club. 
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With  that  kind  consideration  which  distiogpiishM  the  acts  of  our 
Gracious  Queen  nnd  all  the  memhers  of  her  family,  upon  his  return  to 
England  the  Prince  signified  his  intention  as  patron,  to  present  a  cup 
to  the  Club  to  be  sailed  for  annually  by  the  yachts  belonging  to  its 
members  in  commemoration  of  his  Tisit  to  Toronto^  the  winner  to  hold 
it  for  one  year,  and  with  it  the  enviable  title  of  Champion  of  the  Lakes 
of  Canada.  The  execution  of  this  splendid  trophy  was  entrusted  to  the 
celebrated  silversmiths,  Messrs  Hunt  and  Roskell,  of  Bond  8treet» 
Lofidon,  and  mder  the  snperintendanoe  of  the  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Thames  Yacht  Club,  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  the  wishes  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness  have  been  carried  out  in  a  manner  eliciting  univenal  admiration, 
the  design  and  workmanship  being  such  as  to  defy  the  most  refined 
eriticism. 

This  noble  prize  consists  of  a  classically  proportioned  vase  in  frosted 
and  burnished  silver,  on  one  side  of  the  body  is  represented  an  incident 
in  the  life  of  Christopher  Columbus,  most  appropriate  to  the  subject  9 
it  is  that  moment  when  his  crew  have  mutinied  during  their  long  voyage 
in  eeaseh  of  the  promised  land,  the  naval  chieftain  is  represented  exerois- 
iog  that  indomitable  will,  the  force  of  which  gave  to  the  Cosmopolitan 
a  new  workl,  and  to  Great  Britain  one  of  her  finest  colonies. 

On  the  other  side  is  represented  the  cession  of  the  vast  tract  of  Pen- 
aylvania  to  William  Penn. 

The  handles  are  formed  by  two  exquisitely  modelled  female  figures 
reclining  backwards  in  gracefril  abandon  ;  the  lid  is  surmounted  by  a 
beautifully  proportioned  figure  of  Britannia  ;  at  the  base  recline  figures 
of  North  American  Indians  in  the  accurate  costumes  of  those  wild 
children  of  the  forest,  the  execution  of  which  alone  would  confer  im* 
mortal  fame  upon  the  artist. 

The  base  of  the  va^e  is  formed  of  polished  ebony,  in  which  is  inserted 
two  silver  shields,  one  bearing  the  arms  and  cypher  of  the  Prince,  and 
the  other  the  inscription  *<  Challenge  Cup  presented  by  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club." 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  cup  at  Toronto,  it  was  exhibited  to  the  public 
9l  the  establishment  of  Mr.  J.  £.  Ellis,  Jeweller,  King  street,  and  it 
was  universally  admitted  that  so  fine  and  chaste  a  specimen  of  the 
silversmith's  art  ^ad  never  before  been  seen  in  Canada. 

On  the  day  of  the  race  it  was  placed  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  cUib 
yacht  We  need  hardly  say  that  the  excitement  amongst  yachtsmen 
on  the  lake,  for  some  time  past,  as  to  who  should  be  the  winner  of  this 
eplendid  prize  for  the  first  year  was  very  great  ',  Toronto,  Hamilton, 
Kingston,  and  Cohonrg,  each  had  their  favourite  craft  ready  to  do  good 
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battle  for  the  ChampioiiBhip,  the  Riret  of  Toronto,  having  the  call, 
perhaps,  as  the  favoorite. 

On  the  day  preyious  a  stiff  gale  had  bloirn,  which  prevented  tbe 
Tal  of  some  of  the  Hamilton  yachts,  and  the  Belle  of  Kingstoo 
looked  oot  for  anxiously ,  bat  did  not  make  her  nnmher  np  to  ibe  time 
for  starting.  The  Wide-A  wake—Hi  centre-board  vessel — airived  from 
Cobonrg,  she  is  a  perfect  beauty  of  her  class,  and  a  regular  flyer  in  light 
winds,  nothing  on  the  lakes  can  touch  her  of  her  size. 

The  morning  of  the  eventful  day  opened  with  very  light  nortiieriy 
airs,  and  the  hopes  that  the  cup  would  be  retained  at  Toronto  wsre  eoo- 
siderably  damped,  all  the  Toronto  yachts,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Dart^  being  deep-keeled  vessels,  and  the  Cobourg  centre-board  clipper 
went  at  once  into  the  position  of  first  favourite.  As  the  morning  ad- 
vanced the  weather  became  more  summerlike,  but  the  wind  died  almost 
away.  The  club  vessel  presented  a  very  brilliant  sight,  being  crowded 
with  the  beautiful  and  fiMhionable  people  of  Toronto  and  the  surrounding 
districts. 

Amongst  the  visitors  was  Judge  Haliburton  (Sam  Slick)  who  evinced 
great  interest  in  the  day's  proceedings.  The  wharves  and  esplanade  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Club  yacht  were  densely  thronged,  and  in  fact  the 
day  appeared  to  be  held  as  a  jubilee  at  Toronto. 

Shortly  after  lOh.  the  following  vessels  took  up  their  stations  at  the 
starting  buoys:^ 


Tftohtt'  Names. 


Wide  Awake. 

Bivet 

Water  Lily.... 

Cygnet 

Arrow 

Irene. , 

Dart 


Owners. 


O.  Elliott,  Esq. 
E.  Blake,  Esq. 
Commodore  Durle 
E.  M.  Hodder,  Esq. 
Vice -commodore  Wallace 
G.  Hawke,  Ecq. 
Capt.  T.  J.  Robertson 


Cobonrg 
Toronto 
Toronto 
Toronto 
Cobourg 
Toronto 
Toronto 


The  Phantom,  H.  Perry,  Esq.,  from  Whitby,  was  entered  but  did  not 
arrive  in  time.     At  lib.  7m.,  a.m.,  tbe  starting  gun -was  fired,  and 
amidst  the  utmost  excitement  tbe  grand  struggle  commenced.     With 
scarcely  an  air  of  wind  the  gallant  little  fleet  got  under  way;  as  had 
been  anticipated  the  Wide  Awake  at  once  went  to  the  front,  with  t^A 
Dart  second,  the  Rivet  got  baffled  with  variable  flaws  from  the  moroe 
she  let  go  her  spring,  and  was  some  time  before  she  could  be  got 
settle  to  her  work;  the  Cygnet,  Water  Lily,  Irene,  and  Arrow  col 
posed  the  main  body  in  the  order  of  their  names. 

The  course  was  from  mooring  buoys  abreast  of  the  club  yacht,  roun 
the  harbour  buoy,  leaving  it  on  the  port  hand,  thence  to  a  buoy  i 


Water  LUj,  deep  keel 11 

Irene,  deep  keeL 11 

Arrow,  deep  keel IS 


m. 

8. 

54 

50 

57 

0 

8 

0 
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Sumber  Bay  moored  off  Mimico  point ;  to  the  eastward  past  Gibraltar 
X'oint  to  a  buoy  moored  off  the  Eastern  Gap,  back  ronnd  Gibraltar  Point 
l>aoy;  thence  home  round  the  harbour  buoy  in  the  Western  Channel, 
'winning  abreast  of  the  club  yacht,  distance  twenty-two  miles.  The 
laarbour  buoy  was  rounded  in  the  following  order:— 

b.  m.  s« 

"Wide  Awake,  centre-board  11  36  50 

Dart,  centre-board 11  43  50 

BiTet,  deep  keeL 11  45  0 

Cygnet,  deep  keel 11  58  60 

Shortly  after  this  buoy  was  rounded,  the  wind,  which  had  been  gradu- 
ally Teering,  shifted  round  to  the  south,  and  looked  like  giving  the  deep- 
lieeled  dippers  a  chance  against  their  formidable  light  weather  centre- 
board antagonists.  Going  for  Mimioo  Point  Buoy,  the  Wide  Awake 
boldly  challenged  to  win,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Dart  and  Rivet. 
A  most  exciting  race  ensued  between  these  two  vessels  for  second  place, 
beam  and  beam  they  sailed  for  a  considerable  dbtance,  the  gallant  littl« 
aea-going  clipper  apparently  determined  to  vanquish  her  butterfly  oppo- 
nent. At  length  her  balloon  jib  did  her  good  service,  and  she  passed 
the  Dart  into  second  place.  Mimico  Point  Buoy  was  thus  rounded;  and 
these  three  vessels  having  dra?ra  out  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet  in  so  rapid 
a  manner,  it  was  quite  evident  that  barring  a  whole  gale,  or  dismasting 
aquallsy  the  race  lay  between  them.  Groing  down  wind  from  Ifimioo 
Point  to  Giibraltar  Point  Lighthouse,  the  Wide  Awake  went  away  after 
a  fashion  that  caused  the  deep-keelers  to  look  aloft  and  whistle  for  that 
which  appeared  likely  to  come,  but  came  not;  and  the  Dart  accepting 
the  hint,  likewise  shortened  her  draught  of  water,  and  again  went  at  the 
Rivet  wickedly  for  second  place.  Another  grand  bit  of  sailing  took 
place  between  the  deep-keeler  and  the  centre-board,  but  this  time  the 
split  keel  proved  too  much  for  her  more  solid  hard  weather  rival,  and 
the  light-house  was  passed  in  the  following  order  and  times:— 

b.    m.    8.  I                         h.    m.    s.  I  b.    m.    s. 

Tinde  Awake  1    58    20    Dart 2      8      0    Rivet 2      5    30 

■  ■  ■ 

The  remaining  vessels  not  timed.  The  breese  had  freshened  a  little 
just  previously,  and  the  backers  of  the  lUvet  began  to  look  more  cheer- 
fuL  Her  crew  were  sailing  her  with  uncommon  care  and  vigilance,  and 
the  crews  of  the  Wide  Awake  and  Dart  were  also  as  equally  alive  to  the 
danger  of  a  false  tactic.  Alas  for  the  poor  Rivet!  It  was  but  a  fitful 
puff  alter  all;  and  the  centre-boarders  were  destined  to  have  it  all  their 
own  way.  The  Wide  Awake  gradually  increased  the  water  between 
her  and  the  Dart  and  Rivet,  and  the  Lake  Buoy  at  the  Eastern  Gap 
was  rounded  in  the  following  order  and  times:— 
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h.    m.    s.  I                       h.    m.    8.  I  h.    m.    ■- 

Wid«Awake^    2    24    0  |  Dart 2    37    0  |  Rivet 2    40     0 

Thej  had  the  wind  now  abeam  to  Gibraltar  Point  Buoy,  but  very  little 
of  ity  yet  the  Riret  pressed  the  Dart  closely  for  second  p1ftoe»  and  had 
she  stowed  her  foresail,  and  given  her  balloon  jib  more  play  at  serecal 
times  during  the  race,  we  have  little  doubt  that  her  position  would  have 
been  improved.  The  flag-boat  was  reached  with  a  very  light  air,  and 
the  three  leading  vessels  passed  it  in  the  following  order  and  times:— 

h.    m.    «.  I                         b,    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    a. 

Wide  Awake..  8    47    30  |  Dart 4    3    30  (  Rivet »4       5    55 

The  Wide  Awake  was  hailed  the  winner  with  tremendous  cheen. 
She  took  and  kept  the  lead  throughout  the  race  in  beautiful  style*  and 
displayed  speed  that  in  such  a  vessel  placed  her  A  1*  She  is  a  unall 
vessel  of  only  4  tons,  carrying  on  enormous  spread  of  canvas;  she  was 
built  for  her  owner  upon  the  Genesee  River.  The  Dart  displayed 
admirable  powers  of  suling  against  the  Wide  Awake,  and  the  Rivet  (a 
deep-keeled  Scottish  built  yacht)  has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  per- 
formance on  such  a  light  weather  day  against  vessels  of  the  peculiar 
construction  of  the  Wide  Awake  and  Dart. 

We  cannot  certainly  agree  with  our  Canadian  friends  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  running  centre-board  and  deep-keeled  yachts  in  tbe^  same 
race;  it  is  unjust  to  both  classes,  for  they  are  essentially  different;  tha 
centre-board  yacht  is  a  fine  weather  boat,  and  especially  adapted  for 
speed  in  light  winds,  besides  in  beating  in  shallow  soundings  she  has  an 
immense  advantage  over  a  deep-keeled  yacht,  for  by  nusing  her  oeotra- 
board  gradually  she  can  creep  far  in  and  make  a  long  leg  in  a  geotle 
air,  where  the  deep- keeler  dare  not  look;  the  same  applies  in  nmniii|^, 
with  this  additional  advantage,  that  where  the  deep-keeled  yacht  oaa 
never  alter  her  displacement,  the  centre-board  vessel  upon  lifting  her 
drop  keel  is  nothing  but  a  mere  saucer  skimming  along  the  surGusa. 
Upon  the  other  hand  the  deep-keeled  yacht  will  drown  a  centre-board 
craft  when  it  comes  to  weather ;  she  is  not  liable  to  capsize,  and  aa  a 
model  of  naval  architecture— suitable  for  the  safe  navigation  of  sea  or 
lake  is  much  more  to  be  preferred  than  the  centre-board.  We  hare 
sailed  in  the  very  best  models  of  these  centre-board  craft,  and  are  indeed 
sorry  that  our  Canadian  friends  are  encouraging  such  vessels  in  their 
first-class  races. 

If  they  will  consult  the  first  rule  of  their  club,  it  is  there  enunciated 
that  the  club  is  established  for  the  purpose  of  "  improving  the  build  of 
yachts,  and  making  progress  in  naval  architecture;"  it  is  therefore  a 
pity  to  see  such  a  thorough  yachting  club,  now  so  prosperous  and  with 


BOTAL   CANADIAN   YAOHT   CLUB   MATCH.  409 

saoh  a  briUiant  fnUne  looming  in  the  distance,  thus  take  a  backward 
step,  (or  if  they  will  but  take  the  trouble  of  looking  back  to  the  yaoht« 
ing  statistics  of  the  old  country  for  the  last  few  years,  they  will  find  that 
the  oentre -board  system  of  build  has  been  well  tried,  and  found  wanting. 
We  trusty  therefore,  the  Royal  Canadian  Club  will  weigh  well  the  pro- 
priety of  encouraging  good  honest  sea-going  models,  and  not  mere  slid- 
ing dishes,  in  their  first-class  races.     If  members  do  prefer  centre-board 
vessels  to  fixed  keeled  ones,  let  a  separate  prize  be  allotted  to  them  by 
all  means,  and  a  Taluable  one  too{  but  the  idea  of  improving  yacht 
building,  and  making  progress  in  naval  architecture  with  such  vessels  as 
centre-board  yachts,  will  never  harmonise  with  the  requirements  for  such 
progress. 

After  the  yachts  had  started  Commodore  Durie  and  the  other  officers 
and  members  on  board  the  club  yacht  entertained  their  visiton  to  a  sump- 
tuous dejeuner^  at  which  every  delicacy  of  the  season  was  spread  with 
unsparing  hand.  In  the  evening  the  members  dined  on  board,  when 
the  saloons  were  crowded.  Commodore  Durie  presided,  ably  supported 
by  Vice-commodore  Wallace.  After  dinner  the  usual  customary  and 
loyal  toasts  were  duly  honoured.  The  Commodore  then  gave  ^'  The 
health  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prinoe  of  Wales,  the  patron  of  their 
dub,"  and  adverted  to  the  magnificent,  priie  on  the  table  before  them, 
as  a  proof  that,  though  thousands  of  miles  of  salt  water  rolled  between 
them,  His  Royal  Highness  had  not  forgotten  the  loyal  attachment 
evinced  for  his  family  and  himself  during  his  visit  to  Toronto.  This 
toast  was  received  and  honoured  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  "  The 
winner  of  the  day,"  "  The  unsuccessful  competitors*^  and  **  Health  and 
PhMperity  to  the  Club*'*  were  toasts  that  duly  followed,  the  members 
separated  after  one  of  the  most  sncceseM  and  agreeable  regattas  that 
has  ever  taken  place  on  Lake  Ontario. 

The  club  yacht  has  been  altered  much,  and  greatly  improved,  under 
the  superintendence  of  S.  F.  Holcombe,  Esq.,  one  of  the  ship  committee, 
and  much  additional  and  elegant  accommodation  has  been  provided. 
The  officers  and  members  have  recently  given  soaie  novel  and  interest- 
ing evening  entertunments  on  board ;  Mr.  J.  Ettrick  some  admirable 
readings  from  the  immortal  works  of  Shakespeare;  Bir.  6.  Hawke  and 
Captain  Robertson  improvised  an  entertainment  similar  to  that  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  German  Reed,  the  musical  portion  being  admirably  sustained 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  W.  Armstrong  Esq.,  and  hb  brother  J.  Arm- 
strong Esq.  There  was  a  numerous  attendance  of  ladies  upon  each 
occasion;  the  cabins  and  saloons  were  beautifnlly  decorated  with  flags 
of  all  nations,  and  brilliantly  lighted  with  Chinese  lanterns. 
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The  officer!  of  the  30th  Regiment,  now  stadoned  at  Toronto^  are  all 
Tiaiting  membera  of  the  dub,  aod  express  themselves  much  delighted 
with  the  arraogemeats  and  sociability  thereof. 

There  will  shortly  be  another  match  among  the  yeasels  of  the  dub 
for  a  valuable  binocular  sea  glass. 

The  Arrow  of  Cobourg  has  been  altered  into  a  three-masted  logger. 


FULL  AND  BYE. 

Air,— <«  Far,  Far,  upon  the  Sea." 

Whilst  the  stormy  billows  rise. 
And  the  spindrift  madly  flies. 

And  the  scad  speeds  swifUy  o'er  the  stormy  sky ; 
How  we  closer  creep  together. 
On  onr  gallant  vetsel's  weather. 

As  we  sail  the  little  clipper  fall  and  bye 

Crooching  'neath  her  snowy  sail. 
Not  a  ribbon  to  the  gale. 

The  gallant  seamen  soffer  out  to  Hy; 
And  the  wild  wind  whistles  loud. 
Making  made  in  the  shroad. 

As  we  sail  the  gaUant  barkie  fall  and  bye. 

Let  the  foe  leave  as  behind. 
As  he  vanishes  down  wind, 

'Till  scarce  his  bargee  bright  we  can  espy! 
Higher  roll  then  swelling  seal 
On  his  weather  we  shall  be. 

When  we  sail  oar  gallant  yessel  fUl  and  bye  I 
Oh!  the  landsman  well  may  steer. 
When  the  wind  blows  soft  and  fkir, 

And  her  coarse  the  flying  racer  well  can  lie; 
When  we  haul  her  to  the  blast. 
Soon  his  vessel  will  be  last, 

As  the  game  is  turned  to  sail  her  ftdl  and  bye. 

Then  no  gentle  wind  for  me. 
Nor  a  gale  to  fdUow  firee. 

When  the  wave-crests  o'er  the  taffrail  foaming  fly; 
But  haul  ait  each  straining  sheet. 
And  the  snowy  canvas  skeet. 

As  we  sail  the  little  clipper  Aill  and  bye. 

How  she  springs  to  meet  the  breeze. 
As  she  staggers  through  the  seas. 

That  o*er  her  polished  biflwark»  flashing  fly  I 
And  the  colour  on  the  mast^ 
Flies  straight  out  upon  the  blast, 

As  we  sail  the  gaUant  cutter  fUl  and  bye. 
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SECTION  III. — THB  BSMBDT. 

To  WHOM,  then,  are  we  to  look,  for  bringing  about  the  desired  reform  of 
the  executive  class  ?  To  the  senior  officers,  whose  experience  maj  be  sup* 
poted  to  have  convinced  them  of  the  defects  of  the  present  system,  and  of 
the  desirability  of  a  change  ?  No— for  no  one  can  have  attentively  observed 
the  discussions  upon  naval  subjects  in  the  House  of  Commons,  without 
being  convinced  that  prejudice  has  no  firmer  root  than  in  the  navy.  The 
old  officers  have  been  educated  in  the  present  system,  till  they  have  been 
led  to  regard  it  as  the  only  practicable  one,  and  necessary  for  the  well-being, 
if  not  for  the  existence,  of  the  service,  and  not  unfrequently  have  they  com* 
bioed  and  resisted  an  attack  upon  the  ^^  status  quo,**  as  an  insult  to  be 
opposed  at  all  hazards.  This  reminds  me  of  a  circumstance,  in  illustration, 
which  occurred  a  few  years  since. — A  friend  of  mine  asked  a  well-known  and 
experienced  captain  in  the  navy,  whether  he  did  not  think  the  doing  away 
with  masters  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  service.  "  Sir,"  he  replied,  **  when  I 
commission  a  ship,  I  first  of  all  look  out  for  a  good  master,  and  if,  in  addition, 
I  am  able  to  get  a  good  first-lieutenant,  my  ship  is  well  officered,  and  I  care 
nothing  about  the  resti"  *^  I  see  the  force  of  all  this,''  my  friend  rejoined, 
**  so  far  as  your  personal  comfort  and  convenience  are  concerned,  but  I  do 
not  immediately  perceive  its  connection  with  the  general  interest  of  the 
service.**  After  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  and  much  flimsy  argument,  the 
officer's  reasoning  amounted  to  this  in  the  end — it  aught  to  be,  because  it  has 
been — prejudice,  in  short,  was  cherished  to  the  entire  neglect  of  the  merits 
of  the  case.  Press  any  of  the  old  officers  in  the  same  way,  and  you  will 
nearly  invariably  find  their  testimony  on  the  side  of  their  prejudices,  though 
they  will  candidly  admit  at  the  same  time,  it  is  hard  upon  the  masters,  and 
they  would  not  like  it  themselves—  their  hearts  are  good,  but  their  prejudice, 
as  a  cruel  task- master,  over-rides  their  judgment. 

Is  the  reform  to  come  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty?  Turn  to  the  historic 
record  of  the  masters  contained  in  the  first  section,  and  the  reply  will  be  given 
that  no  amelioration  is  to  be  looked  for  from  that  quarter.  Excepting  the 
first  and  junior  lords*  the  members  of  the  board  are  naval  men,  who,  influ- 
enced by  the  prejudices  of  their  education,  believe,  and  naturally  so,  that 
while  opposing  change,  they  are  giving  that  verdict  which  is  for  the  good  of* 
the  service.  Four  times  during  the  last  thirteen  years  have  the  masters  pe- 
titioned the  Admiralty  for  an  improved  position,  and  the  appeals  have  resulted 
in  an  increase  of  pay  from  time  to  time,  which  is  a  boon  unquestionably*  so 
ftr  as  it  goes,  and  if  it  was  a  money  question  only,  the  masters  might  not,  on 
comparison  with  some  of  the  other  classes,  have  so  much  to  complain  of, 
though  £282  per  annum,  the  highest  rate  of  half-pay  a  master  in  the  service 

•  Concluded  from  page  975. 
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afloat  can  now  attain  to,  is  but  a  poor  return  for  a  life-time  of  scrrioe.    Ibe 
laat  general  appeal  to  the  Admiralty  was  forwarded  on  the  29th  November, 
1858,  during  Sir  John  Packington*s  adminstration— it  was  signed,  as  auted, 
**bj  one  hundred  and  forty  of  the  masters  on  the  active  list,  comptiangnot 
only  the  elite  of  tba  class,  among  whom  were  many  who  had  been  offfiaslly 
mentioned  and  gazetted  for  services  which   were  described  as  **  daring." 
'*ardnous,*'  and  ''meritorious,"  but  the  bulk  of  the  officers  able  and  willing  to 
serve.    Knowing  the  obstructions  to  be  overcome,  instead  of  requesting  the 
abolition  of  the  class,  they  proved  their  moderation  by  praying  for  relative  rank 
only  with  the  other  executive  grade,  and  that  the  seniors  among  thena  might 
be  relieved  from  the  indignity  of  being  inferior  to  a  junior  lientenant,  or  mate 
acting  as  such  :  the  terms  of  their  prayer  were,  'Hhat  your  lordships'  peti- 
tioners most  earnestly  and  humbly  urge  their  present  unsatisfiictory  conditioo 
on  your  attention,  and  while  all  other  classes  with  whom  they  are  senring  are 
receiving  your  lordships*  consideration,  they  trust  they  may  not  be  overlooked. 
Their  desire  is  to  be  placed,  whether  on  active  service  afloat,  or  on  shore,  in 
such  a  position  as  to  enable  them  to  perform  their  duty  efficiently,  and  with 
credit  to  the  profession,  as  experienced  '^officers.  **    Sir  John  Packiogton,  in 
reference  to  this  petition,  stated  to  the   House  that,  before  leaving  office,  he 
had  drawn  up  a  scheme  which  he  had  left  with  his  successors,  making  certain 
"concessions."    Since  then,  the  present  Board  of  Admiralty  had  the  subject 
under  their  consideration.    Rumour  was  rife  that  they  fluctuated  in  opinioo 
fh>m  day  to  day— -feeling  the  evil,  but  apparently  afraid  of  the  remedy  —con* 
vinced,  perhaps,  of  the  justice  of  the  masters*  claims,  but  wanting  the  men] 
courage  to  carry  their  convictions  to  the  proper  issue.     However  this  ro^ 
be,  the  actual  result  was  that  fifteen  montlis  after  the  receipt  of  the  petition, 
the  Board,  under  the  authority  of  an  order  in  Council,  dated  22nd  February, 
1860,  issued  a  circular  making  a  small  increase  to  master's  pay,  the  prinapoi 
advantage  o/ which  can  only  he  gained  after  twemtjf'five  years*  eertiee  aa  mader, 
a  period  only  completed  by  a  few  of  the  whole  number — granting  also  to  the 
holders  of  civil  appointments  connected  with  our  dockyards,  as  master's  at- 
tendant, assistant  master's  attendant,  and  Queen's  harbour- masters,  the 
permanent  rank  of  commander,  and  on  retirement,  that  of  retired  captain, 
which  doee  not  affect  the  relative  position  of  masters  tn  the  active  service  afioai 
cms  iota ;  and,  thirdly,  that  masters  of  the  fleet,  of  whom  there  have  been  only 
three  since  the  Peace  of  1815,  are  to  have  the  title  of  commander,  Imi  they 
are  to  hold  a  sort  of  mid'way  pontion  between  a  lieutenant  and  a  commander^ 
andftkll  bach  again  on  their  former  rank,  and  be  subordinate  to  the  young  Ueu- 
tenant,  dire^y  their  office  ends.    The  circular,  in  short,  gives  the  prayer  of 
the  masters*  memorial  for  an  improved  position  a  practical  go-bye,  and  it  may 
be  considered  as  an  insult  to  those  officers,  rather  than  an  advantage. 

From  the  Admiralty  stand-point,  the  abolition  of  the  master's  rank  is 
simply  impossible,  and  the  service  could  not  do  without  them ;  it  it  evident 
also  that  those  who  permitted  Her  Majesty  to  attach  her  sign  manual  to  the 
order  in  Council  of  1846,  providing  for  the  promotion  of  masters  in  oertsin 
sptcifled  eases,  but  which  subsequent  experience  has  proved  was  never  sen- 
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ously  intended  tu  be  canied  out,  are  not  the  men  to  whom  the  masters  can 
make  a  further  appeal  with  any  probability  of  saccess.    On  the  other  band, 
the  same  Board,  too  insensible  as  we  have  seen  to  the  claims  of  simple  justice 
in  one  directiout  has  recently,  under  great  pressure,  conferred  upon  one  sec- 
tion of  the  ci?ilian  officers  of  the  navy  advantages  of  a  most  exceptionai 
character,  and  which  have  taken  the  service  by  surprise — advantages  involv* 
ing  singular  anomalies  in  pay,  htmk,  and  observance,  and  which  are,  under 
existing  circumstances,  so  invidious,  that  they  have  already  been  productive 
of  much  strife  and  division.    It  is  granted  that  these  privileges  merely  place 
the  civilians  alluded  to  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  brethen  in  the  army,  but 
it  is  quite  clear,  that  if  they  are  to  be  continued  in  disregard  of  equal  ckdms 
on  the  part  of  other  grades,  whose  duties  are  as  responsible,  and  of  at  least 
equal  importance  to  the  country,  the  eventual  is«ue  undoubtedly  will  be  to 
uproot  all  harmony  between  the  officers,  and  to  render  a  proper  degree  of 
discipline  in  the  navy  all  but  impossible.    I  would  not  here  be  understood  as 
attributing  particular  blame  for  this  biassed  and  unequal  judgment  to  either 
the  present  or  former  Boards  of  Admiralty,  as  it  is  evident  that  any  body  of 
men,  exposed  to  similar  influences  would  act  much  in  the  same  way.     If,  as 
is  in  truth  the  case,  the  law-making  power  for  the  navy  be  exclusively  in  the 
hands  of  one  class  of  its  officers,  it  ought  not  to  call  for  blame  or  occasion 
surprise  that  the  laws,  instead  of  springing  from  inteUigible  principles,  and 
being  equal  and  unswerving  in  their  operation,  are  in  a  great  measure  the  re- 
sult of  the  prejudices  of  early  education,  and  that  the  legislators  are  neither 
independent  of  the  demands  of  exclusive  cla&s  interests,  nor  of  the  influence 
of  external  pressure. 

Such  being  the  facts,  however,  it  is  evident  that  the  masters*  great  de- 
pendence must  be  upon  having  their  case  judged  by  public  opinion,  of  which 
the  present  select  committee,  it  is  confldently  trusted,  will  be  the  exponent. 

To  assist  the  members  of  that  committee,  it  will  be  useful  to  notice  a  few 
of  the  **  stock  objections'*  which  are  commonly  made  to  the  abolition  of  the 
rank  of  master. 

It  is  said,  *'  the  duty  of  master  must  be  the  special  charge  of  one  officer, 
instead  of  its  t>eing  left  to  chance.*'  Jn  the  plon  t  have  suggested,  nothing 
is  left  to  chance, — the  duty  devolves  upon  one  pcn>on  only,  whose  experience 
would  increase  as  he  advanced  from  rate  to  rate.  No  room  is  left  to  doubt 
the  success  of  such  a  plan,  for  if  it  answers,  as  it  doeR,  in  other  navies,  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  finil  in  our  own.  Were  the  question  limited  to  the 
comparative  efficiency  of  similar  numbers  under  the  two  systems,  then,  it  is 
very  possible,  that  100  masters  are  more  practised  than  100  lieutenants  would 
be,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  greater  diflusion  of  pratical  skill  among  the 
executive  officers  would  multiply  check  upon  check,  and  tlie  service  would  be 
a  gainer  in  the  same  degree.  The  Authorities  are  thoroughly  aware  of  the 
defects  of  the  present  system,  and,  in  a  **  piece-meal  sort  of  wa^,"  have  par- 
tially endeavoured  to  apply  a  remedy.  After  the  loss  of  the  *Avenger,*  for 
instance,  the  Admiralty  ordered  that  each  ship  should  be  supplied  with  two 
extra  set*  of  Charts,  to  which  every  officer  was  to  have  access,  but  the  bene- 
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flcial  effect  of  this  is  small,  and  io  practice  amounts  to  nothiofr/  But  introdi 
a  better  system,  and  the  fact  of  insuring  the  body  of  executive  officers  brag 
thereby  made  better  navigators  and  pilots,  is  not  the  whole  of  the  question, 
lor  the  effect  of  these  qualifications  oeing  to  induce  a  habit  of  self-relianeey 
it  would  have  a  material  influence  upon  the  execution  of  every  act  of  service 
they  performed^  whatever  its  nature  might  be.  Take  the  case  of  the  Uuneoted 
Sir  WilUam  Peel  as  an  illustration-*  that  thorough  officer  worked  bard  and 
honestly  to  earn  each  step  in  promotion,  and  he  delighted  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  When  he  was  a  junior  lieutenant  in  a  ship  fitting  oat  in  one 
of  our  ports,  I  well  remember  that  the  boatswain  of  the  yard,  after  attentively 
observing  him  one  day,  said  to  a  friend  of  mine,  ^'Mark  my  words,  sir !  if  vrork 
is  to  be  done,  that  is  the  roan  to  do  it.*'  What  occasioned  the  remark  ? — 
not  that  he  was  the  premier's  son — that  he  possessed  bull-dog  courage,  or» 
as  it  mi^  be  defined,  a  determination  to  overcome  the  obstacle  in  front,  • 
property  common  to  all  British  officers,  but  only  that  the  old  **salt"  detected 
him  to  be  a  man  of  practice,  and  it  is  ju8t  this  which  determines  the  differeooe 
between  one  man  and  another.  With  a  sound  system  of  organisation,  there 
is  no  reason  why  every  executive  officer  should  not  emulate  a  Peel. 

It  is  said,  '*  young  gentlemen  have  entered  the  master's  line  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  what  their  anomalous  position  would  be,  and  that  the  road  to 
promotion  was  not  through  their  grade.'*  A  more  (Hvolous  statement  ooold 
scarcely  be  advanced ;  a  youngster  when  he  enters  the  service  is  not  a  free 
agent,  but  is  in  the  bands  of  his  friends,  who,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  aimi* 
lar  cases,  are  but  too  ready  to  make  light  of  difficulties  in  the  face  of  a  ne- 
cessity for  a  provision  for  their  sons.  Disabilities  may  be  known  to  exist,  bat 
their  real  nature  only  becomes  apparent  to  the  young  master  after  a  course 
of  years. 

It  is  said,  *'a  class  of  officers  is  requiied  for  the  performance  of  the  coarser 
duties,"  the  coaraer  duties  being,  it  is  presumed,  the  equipment  and  the 
stowage  of  a  ship,  two  of  the  most  important  of  the  duties  of  a  practical  sea- 
man. The  term,  however,  is  sufficiently  ridiculous.  Is  it,  for  instance,  a 
coarser  duty  for  the  master  to  direct  the  stowage  of  the  hold,  than  for  the 
lieutenant  to  superintend  the  process  of  scrubbing  a  ship's  copper?  Is  it 
coarser  for  the  master  to  arrange  the  equipment  of  a  ship's  mast,  yards,  and 
gear,  than  for  the  lieutenant  to  superintend  the  men  at  the  ropes  while  it 
is  being  done  ? 

Is  it  coarser  for  the  master  to  ascertain  a  ship's  position — shape  her  coarse, 
or  take  her  through  the  intricacies  of  navigation,  than  for  the  lieutenant  to 
direct  the  men  at  their  gun-exercise — at  holy-stoning  docks,  or  scrubbing 
paint- work  f    But  a  truce  to  such  nonsense. 

It  is  said,  ^'roasters  would  not  make  good  commanding  officers.'*  Wl 
not  f  for  even  under  the  present  system  they  have  often  to  occupy  that  pc 
sition  I  and  as  there  is  nothing  mysterious  attaching  to  it,  whether  as  rcspecr 
gunnery,  or  any  of  the  other  military  duties,  as  the  French  term  them,  1  cai 
pot  undentand  why  the  master  should  be  found  unequal  to  their  perfbrmanci 

It  is  said,  '*  they  have  the  situations  of  master 's-atteodant  to  look  forward 
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Co.**  Tbe  nature  of  this  shore  appointment,  up  to  a  recent  date,  is  fully 
detailed  in  the  pamphlet  entitled  **  Facts  and  Observations,  &c.,**  wherein  it 
Im  clearly  shown  that  tbe  disabilities  inseparable  from  the  rank  of  master 
liave  not  failed  to  follow  him  even  here,  and  the  msster-attendant,  upon  his 
Fetirement,  has  been  ticketed  on  the  official  list  with  his  old  designation,  to 
be  carried  by  him  to  his  grave,  viz.,  fa.iMter  retired  with  the  rank  qfeapiain. 

This  would,  however,  appear  to  be  rather  paradoxical,  for  as  the  terms 
'faster"  and  ''captain**  are  expressive  of  gradations  of  rank,  I  cannot  well 
understand  how  a  man  can  be  a  master  and  a  captain  at  the  same  time  I  bat 
let  the  authorities  reconcile  it. 

It  is  said,  ^*masters  are  not  generally  dissatisdod.''  How  did  it  happen 
then  that  of  the  348  masters  on  the  active  list  of  1858,  140  signed  the  me- 
morial praying  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  131,  who  were  employed  at 
the  time  on  foreign  service,  sent  their  adhesion  to  it  subsequently  ?  This 
may  be  set  at  rest  at  once  by  the  select  committee  calling  before  it  masters 
specially  deputed  hy  their  brother  ^officers  to  state  their  cate ;  men  who  know 
the  service  too  well  to  conceal  its  faults  or  to  disguise  the  facts,  and  who  would 
not  be  too  timid  to  carry  these  fiicts  to  their  consequences. 

No  doubt,  it  is  hard  for  rulers  to  acknowledge  that  the  views  on  which 
they  have  long  been  proceeding  are  erroneous,  and  expediency,  consequently, 
has  been  made  use  of  as  the  argument  which  has  prevented  the  removal  of 
this  blemish  from  our  naval  regulations.  **  Masters,"  it  is  said,  *'  cannot  be 
spared;  they  are  too  useful  and  essential  to  tbe  service  in  their  present  po« 
sition,  and  could  not  well  be  replaced."  I  have  already  dealt  with  this  weak 
assertion,  and  will  only  further  observe  that,  if  those  who  use  it  were  forced 
to  occupy  the  masler^s  position  for  a  month,  objections  would  speedily  vanish  ; 
they  would  devise  a  safe  and  practical  scheme  of  escape  from  it,  and  prove  as 
readily  that  it  was  unquestionably  for  the  benefit  of  the  service.  If  it  were 
indeed  true,  that  the  service  could  not  dispense  with  the  masters,  that  would 
be  a  fact  which,  of  itself,  would  prove*  mot/  couclueively,  the  gravity  of  tbe 
evil  I  have  attempted  to  describe,  and  that  the  sooner  it  is  grappled  with  the 
better. 

The  cause  advocated  in  these  remarks  received  unintentional  support  fl'om 
what  fell  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  Lord  Clarence  Paget,  last  year, 
while  moving  the  naval  estimates.  His  Lordship,  who  is  a  naval  officer  of 
considerable  experience  and  well  acquainted  with  the  service,  said  very  fotd* 
bly  that,  **  It  is  not  only  an  act  of  justice  to  the  officers,  but  necessary  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  fleet,  that  they  should  not  be  allowed,  as  it  were,  to  rot  ia 
one  list.  If  a  certain  rate  of  promotion  is  not  kept  up,  the  officers  become 
indifferent  in  their  duty,  and  can  no  longer  be  depended  upon  to  exert  them- 
selves with  zeal  for  the  service."  If  this  be  true  with  lieutenants,  how  much 
more  is  it  so  with  masters,  who  labour  under  exceptional  difficulties  P  Lieu* 
tenants,  surgeons,  paymasters,  engineers,  and  chaplains  may,  each  in  turn, 
arrive  at  the  head  of  their  several  professions,  but  the  master  is  brought  to  a 
dead  lock  a  few  steps  up  the  ladder  of  promotion  towards  the  proper  head  of 
bifl  own  profession,  vis.,  the  Admiral.    Lord  Paget,  while  alluding  on  the 
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same  occation  to  the  scarcity  of  lecond-mattera  on  the  nayj  list,  and  to  €ke 
Deeessity  which  existed  for  improving  their  position,  obsenred,  **t!iey  aiei 
of  great  respectability  and  high  education,  and  they  naturally  prefer  the 
chant  service  to  the  navy."  This  statement  was  sufficiently  proved  darn} 
the  late  Russian  war,*  for  of  the  25  young  officers  from  the  merchant  marine 
who  then  entered  the  master's  line,  only  six  have  remained  in  the  service,  and 
we  a*ay  be  pretty  certain  that  they  were  not  the  worst  who  left.  Nor  need 
it  excite  any  surprise  that  a  position,  in  which  neither  wealth  nor  hoaonr 
are  to  be  obtained,  is  held  very  cheaply,  and  is  not  considered  worthy  of  coa- 
mandiog  the  best  available  capacity  in  the  market. 

In  the  debate  which  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  the  present  comnuCteet 
Admiral  Sir  Michael  Seymour  said,  ^^The  disatisfhetion  which  prevailed 
amongst  various  classes  of  officers  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  auliject 
should  be  thoroughly  investigated,  ...  an  unfortunate  degree  of  apathy 
and  indiffisrence  pervaded  the  body  of  naval  officers  "  With  reference  to  thii^ 
Sir  J  Packington  observed,  **  We  cannot  have  a  stronger  proof  that  the  con* 
dition  of  the  navy  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  than  when  an  officer  in  the 
position  of  the  honourable  member  for  Devonport,  fresh  from  active  service, 
comes  forward  to  support  the  statement  of  the  honourable  member  lor  Ports- 
mouth, and  to  pledge  his  important  opinion  in  favour  of  inquiry,  adding 
<  before  we  can  hope  to  have  the  discipline  of  the  navy  in  a  satisfactory  state, 
we  must  take  care  that  the  officers  are  justly  dealt  with,  and  that  they  have 
goods  grounds  to  be  content  with  their  position.*  If  the  officers  can  establish 
the  justice  of  these  claims,  the  national  feeling  will  surely  require  that  those 
demands  should  be  conceded.*' 

The  case  of  the  masters,  afiecting,  as  it  does,  the  well-being  of  the  naval 
service  at  large,  addresses  itself  to  the  common  sense  and  judgment  of  Eng* 
lishmen.  It  is  no  case  of  petty  professional  jealousy  and  narrow  speciaiiiy, 
which  might  safely  be  left  to  the  verdict  of  time*  but  striking,  as  it  doea,  at  the 
root  of  the  workable  character  of  our  navy,  every  one  has  a  stake  in  it.  That 
the  naval  service  has  deteriorated  both  in  tone  and  character  within  the  last 
20  or  30  years,  is  apparent  to  every  one  who  has  the  slighcst  acquaintance 
with  it,  and  I  firmly  believe  that,  in  abeyance  in  war,  but  operative  in  peace, 
the  effect  of  the  existence  of  the  master's  rank  has  much  to  do  with  It,  for  it 
introduces  an  element  of  discord  into  every  ship,  constituting  the  executive 
class  a  mere  *rope  of  sand'  by  splitting  it  up  into  divisions  which  act  and  re- 
act upon  each  other,  to  the  serious  detriment  of  the  service  at  large.  To 
rectify  such  an  evil,  is,  therefore,  not  a  subject  of  merely  professional  but  of 
national  concern,  and  it  intimately  touches  the  welfare  of  the  public,  that  we 
get  rid  of  all  such  real  grievances.  The  remedy  I  have  suggested  is  moderate 
in  its  character,  and  would  set  the  question  at  rest  for  ever,  and  let  the  public 
seriously  consider,  whether  our  national  interests  are  not  much  too  important 
to  be  staked  upon  a  mere  prejudice  of  education — an  old  unrevised  habit  of 
procedure — a  taking  for  granted  that  our  plans  are  right,  when  events  may 
terribly  prove  the  reverse.  As  it  affects  themselves,  the  masters  are  firm 
in  their  requirements  that  more  generous  principles  be  introduced  into  the 
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naval  service,  and  in  their  determiuation  to  continae  to  protect  again«t  the 
injastice  of  their  position :  they  wish  for  no  undue  advantage  in  the  race  of 
honour;  but  they  demand  a  fair  field  for  their  energy,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  condemned,  as  now,  by  incongruous  and  inconsistent  rules,  to  grow 
old  in  doing  good  service  without  the  slightest  reward. 

In  writing  these  remarks  I  have  been  fully  sensible  of  my  inability  to  do 
justice  to  the  case  :  it  requires  one  to  be  exposed  to  the  drawbacks  I  have 
but  imperfectly  described,  to  admit  of  the  injustice  being  felt  in  all  its  io< 
tensity,  but  I  confess  to  have  experienced  a  difficulty  in  repressing  feelings 
of  strong  indignation  while  detailing  a  case  so  opposed  to  our  common 
ideas  of  right  and  under  the  pressure  of  which,  many  a  noble  heart  has 
become  a  discourged  and  snoeumbed.  That  the  system  being  one  of  long 
standing  is  a  fact  which,  with  some  minds,  will  have  more  weight  than  the 
abstract  laws  of  justice  and  right,  must  of  course  be  expected,  but  I  much 
mistake  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  time,  if  a  dear  exposure  of  a  radical  evil, 
is  not  the  most  effective  step  towards  its  removal. 

It  has  been  well  remarked  by  Guisot,  that,  **  the  first  idea  conveyed  to  the 
mind  by  the  word  'civilization*  is  progress  of  development,  and  a  gradual 
perfection  of  the  relations  between  man  and  man— that  civilization,  in  short, 
is  the  supremacy  of  the  principles  of  justice,  publicity,  and  liberty,  and  that 
posterity  will  call  both  the  administration  and  the  public  to  a  strict  account 
for  the  triumph  of  these  in  our  days.'*  In  view  of  this  truth,  it  b  fuH  time 
that  the  relic  of  barbarism  which  I  have  described  should  be  Juried  *«in  the 
tomb  of  all  the  Capnlets ;"  it  is  full  time  that  a  system  which  impairs  pro- 
fessional character,  and  has  a  tendency  to  demoralise  the  most  important 
section  of  our  naval  officers,  should  at  once  cease,  and  that  a  rule,  opposed 
alike  to  justice  and  expediency,  which  irritates  a  whole  class  by  withholding 
firom  it  the  reward  of  its  own  activity  and  its  just  rights,  should  come  to  an 
end.  Surely  it  is  time  we  should  be  relieved  of  the  stigma  that,  in  our  boasted 
navy,  there  is  now  a  body  of  officers,  the  representatives  of  the  fiowens,  the 
Cooks,  and  the  Narboroughs  of  old,  of  whom  it  may  literally  be  said  that  as 
respects  promotion  they  are  without  a  future,  and,  so  &r  as  the  serviee  ia 
concerned,  are  without  hope.  Linaa. 
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Oh  Wednesday,  July  17th,  a  numerous  company  assembled  to  celebrate 
the  opening  of  a  new  aquatic  revel,  under  the  above  title,  by  invitation  of 
Robert  John  Harvey,  Esq.,  the  proprietor  of  Bmndall  House,  which  is  sttn* 
ated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Yare  in  Norfolk,  and  whose  liberality  furnished 
the  prizes.  The  weather  was  delightfully  fine  with  a  spanking  breeze  from 
south-west. 

The  first  match  was  for  a  piece  of  plate,  value  10  sovs.,  for  which  the  fol- 
lowing started— Wanderer,  Mr.  J.  Barber,  of  Yarmouth,  Belvidere,  Mr.  T. 
Read,  of  Yarmouth,  Bittern,  Mr.  J.  B.  Morgan,  of  Norwich,  Oberon,  Mr.  R. 
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K.  MortoD,  of  Aylsham,  Marguerite,  Mr.  H.  K.  Thorn psoD,  of  Witliii^iaiii« 
Wallace,  Mr.  Collin  son,  of  Yarmouth,  Red  Rover,  Mr.  S.  Nightingale,  «^ 
Yarmouth.     Col.  Baker*8  Kebtrel  was  entered  but  did  not  atarL 

The  course  was  from  buoys  laid  down  near  Surliugham  Ferry,  on  one  ode 
and  in  Coldham  Hall  Reach  on  the  other,  the  distance  about  one  mile  and  a 
quarter  each  way,  which  was  traversed  over  four  times. 

The  Wanderer  took  the  lead  after  the  start  had  been  effected  aboat  Sh. 
and  the  Belvidere  had  second  place,  till  she  carried  away  her  jib  halyards, 
which  caused  her  to  give  way  to  Bittern  and  Red  Rover.  The  Marguerite, 
a  sliding  keel  boat  of  3  tons,  was  fifth.  The  Belvidere,  which  soon  repaired 
the  damage,  made  every  exertion  to  recover  her  former  position,  and  did  paas 
the  Red  Rover.  The  first  round  was  completed  thus — Wanderer,  Ritteni, 
Red  Rover,  Belvidere,  Marguerite,  Oberon,  and  Wallace. 

It  will  be  seen  fbom  the  time  occupied  in  traversing  the  round  that  the 
pace  was  not  very  alarming,  but  this  was  due  to  the  time  occupied  in  beating 
up  against  the  wind  in  following  the  windings  of  the  stream.  The  principal 
features  of  the  second  round  was  that  the  Bittern  gave  way  to  Red  Rorer  and 
Belvidere,  and  took  fourth  place,  the  others  retained  their  positions. 

It  now  became  evident  that  the  contest  would  lie  wholly  between  the 
Wanderer  and  the  Red  Rover,  the  utmost  efforts  of  'the  Belvidere  not  eo* 
abling  her  to  draw  upon  her  larger  antagonists.  Both  the  Wanderer  and 
Red  Rover  were  admirably  handled,  but  the  latter,  which  was  only  59  aeea. 
astern  at  the  close  of  the  second  round,  succeeded  in  reducinic  this  diaadvan^ 
tage  to  46  sec.  in  the  course  of  the  third  round.  The  Marguerite  passed  the 
Bittern. 

The  fourth  round  passed  over  in  much  the  same  fashion,  the  Rover  con- 
tinuing slowly  to  draw  on  the  Wanderer,  the  Belvidere  following  aome  dis* 
tance  astern,  and  the  Marguerite,  at  a  still  more  respectful  interval.  The 
Oberon,  Wallace,  and  Bittern  retired.  As  the  contest  drew  near  to  a  con- 
clusion the  interest  excited  was  intense  :  the  match  concluded  thus — Wan* 
derer  5h.  39m.  8s.,  Rover  5h.  39m.  33s.,  Belvidere  5h.  43m.  55s.,  Maigue* 
rite  5h  50m.  5s. 

The  arrival  of  the  Wanderer  first  caused  considerable  excitement  in  coo- 
sequence  of  the  yachts  starting  without  being  measured — the  Wanderer  be- 
ing about  14  tons,  while  the  Rover  was  stated  to  be  some  half  ton  lighter, 
and  as  the  time  between  the  two  vessels  was  only  25s.  the  question  was  of 
the  highest  importance  in  awarding  the  prize.  It  was  proposed  that  Bfr. 
Green,  of  Wroxham,  (who  is  one  of  the  principal  supporters  .of  the  Noriblk 
and  Suffolk  Club,)  should  measure  the  two  vessels,  but  no  tape  being  forth- 
coming, the  decision  was  withheld* 

Several  rowing  matches  came  off  during  the  day,  which  was  considerably 
impeded  by  the  yachts  sailing  over  the  same  course. 
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Or  Monday,  Aug.  19th,  witDessed  the  revival  of  the  aquatic  sports  at  this 
place,  which  had  been  many  years  in  abeyance.  On  this  occasion  two  prizes 
were  given  of  silver  cups,  value  10  guineas  each. 

The  first  was  for  cutter  yachts — time  race,  fiOeen  seconds  per  ton  allowed 
^r  difference  of  tonnage : — the  following  entered,  viz.  Wanderer,  Bittern,  Red 
Rover,  Belvidere  (the  same  as  at  Brundall)  also  the  Iris,  Mr.  A.  Stone,  of 
Yarmouth,  and  the  Vixen,  Mr.  P.  S.  Millard,  of  Norwich. 

The  course  was  down  the  Waveney,  in  Suffolk,  from  Beccles  to  about  one 
mile  and  three-quarters  below  the  town  and  back  again  ;  and  as  this  distance 
was  sailed  over  three  times,  the  total  distance  was  nearly  eleven  miles. 

The  yachts  completed  the  first  round  very  close  together,  the  Belvidere 
and  Red  Rover  leading,  although  the  former  was  only  288.  behind  the  latter. 
In  the  second  round  the  Belvidere  obtained  the  lead,  which  she  continued  to 
increase,  and  at  the  close  she  was  timed  5h.  37m.  20s.,  while  the  Red  Rover 
did  not  come  in  till  Um.  7s.  after,  and  as  she  was  entitled  also  to  an  allow- 
ance of  Im.  158.  for  difference  of  tonnage,  her  corrected  lead  was  12m.  228. 
This  was  in  a  great  measure  attributable  to  the  light  winds,  which  favoured 
the  lesser  craft. 

The  second  match  was  between  latteeners,  over  the  same  course.  The 
entries  were  the  Osprey,  Mr.  Swan  ton,  of  Beccles,  Miranda,  Mr.  Humfrey, 
of  Wroxham,  and  Vampire,  Mr.  Everett,  of  Cove.  The  Miranda  quickly 
obtained  the  lead,  and  it  was  evident  she  would  have  matters  all  her  own 
way.  At  the  close  of  the  second  round  she  was  2m.  54s.  ahead  of  the  Vam- 
pire ;  at  the  close  of  the  third  round  4m.  50s. ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  fourth 
and  last  round  7m.  55s.  ahead.  The  three  boats  were  timed  as  follows  at 
the  close — Miranda  2h.  Im.  25s.,  Vampire  2h.  9m.  26s.,  and  Osprey  2h. 
18m.  448. 

The  two  prizes  were  consequently  awarded  to  the  Belvidere  and  Miranda, 

In  the  course  of  the  day  some  well  contested  rowing  matches  took  place, 
and  from  the  interest  the*  whole  affair  excited  there  is  every  expectation  of 
it  being  carried  on  annually,  more  especially  as  yachting  is  now  a  principal 
sport  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 
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This  place  is  also  situated  on  the  river  Waveney,  and  in  our  boyish  days  was 
an  obscure  village,  but  Sir  Morton  Peto  having  built  a  mansion  there,  which 
is  surrounded  by  splendid  gardens,  it  has  become  a  place  of  some  note,  and 
the  spirited  host  of  the  Queen's  Head,  in  order  that  aquatics  should  form  a 
portion  of  the  amusements  of  that  rural  district,  offered  on  Monday,  Aug. 
26th,  a  silver  cup  of  the  value  of  10  guineas,  for  conipeiition. 

The  following  yachts  entered — Belvidere,  Red  Rover,  Zoe,  Mr.  Hastings, 
and  Iris,  Mr.  Stone.  The  coume  wa<i  between  Somerleyton  and  Haddiscoe. 
The  Belvidere  took  the  lead  at  starting,  the  wind  light  and  variable*    lo 
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roundiDg  the  buoy  near  the  railway  bridge  at  Iladdiscoe  she  had  to  make 
seTcral  tacks,  and  she  was  passed  by  the  Zoe,  which  in  turn  gave  way  to  the 
Iris.  In  the  course  of  the  second  and  third  rounds  the  Bclvidere.  howeTer, 
resumed  the  lead,  and  was  far  on  with  the  fourth  round  when  the  umpire 
held  that,  as  the  match  could  not  be  completed  by  six  p.m.  as  stipulated,  it 
must  be  resumed  the  next  day.  1'hc  Belvidere  at  this  point  would  certainly 
have  won,  therefore  protested  against  the  course  adopted. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Red  R(»ver,  Iris,  and  Zoe  had  matters  all  to  themselTea, 
the  BeWidere  refusing  to  compete  further,  her  owner  considering  that  he  bad 
not  been  well  treated.     The  Red  Rover  won  easily  and  took  the  cup. 

Other  sports  followed. 
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On  Tuesday,  Aug.  20th,  an  immense  assemblage  of  pleasure  folks  attended 
to  witness  the  sports  at  this  place,  and  the  day  being  fine  they  were  not  dis- 
appointed. The  lirst  match  was  for  4  sovs.  by  boats  belonging  to  the  town. 
At  one  o'clock  the  Olive,  Mr.  J.  Cole,  Ellen,  Mr.  W.  Ackrell,  Fanny,  Mr. 
W.  Bartlett,  and  Eliza,  Mr,  G.  Fridham  started.  The  boats  all  got  away 
well  together,  and  ran  down  for  the  mark  buoy  off  Torquay,  when  the  Ellen 
took  the  lead,  and  came  in  the  winner  nearly  12m.  ahead  of  Eliza,  the  second 
boat. 

The  next  match  was  4  aovs.  for  pleasure  boats  belonging  to  any  port,  and 
was  sailed  for  by  th&  Eagle,  G.  King,  Torquay ;  Jack,  J.  Twyman,  Brixham; 
Lassie,  J.  Mathews,  Paignton;  Fli^t,  Uarley,  Torquay;  Frolic,  Carnell, 
Exmouth  J  Lily  of  the  Valley,  J.  Lear,  Torquay ;  Ugly  Mug,  G.  Cottou, 
Kxmouth.  Ihe  vessels  started  at  lb.  20m.  Ugly  Mug  was  the  first  to  caot 
off  and  lead  the  way,  with  the  Eagle  second,  the  Lily  third,  and  the  rest  fol- 
lowing in  a  body.  As  they  stood  off  from  the  shore,  with  the  wind  from  the 
westward,  no  change  could  be  noticed  in  their  relative  poaitions  until  the 
first  mark  boat  was  passed,  when  the  Eagle  was  observed  to  be  leading  the 
van,  with  the  Ugly  Mug  close  aboard  of  her.  This  position,  however,  the 
IfLtter  had  to  yield  to  the  Lily,  until  the  third  round  when  she  regained  it ; 
the  Lassie  and  Jack  were  well  together,  and  came  in  the  first  round  at  the 
same  moment.  It  was  a  spirited  race  throughout,  and  the  Eagle  was  hailed 
the  winner,  beating  the  Ugly  Mug,  the  second  boat,  by  10m.  20s. 

The  grand  match  of  the  day  was  for  l()  sovs.,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts 
not  exceeding  15  tons.  This  brought  the  following  six  to  the  start,  viz.  the 
Firefly,  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  of  Lympstone,  Ithiel,  Mr.  J.  Stiggens,  of  leignmouth, 
Why-not,  Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Paignton,  Edith,  Mr.  G  Turner,  Lion,  Mr.  R. 
Harley,  William  and  Ann,  Mr.  W.  Mears,  all  of  Torquay. 

On  the  signal  being  given  they  slipped  from  their  moorings  and  were  soon 
under  canvas,  the  Why  -not  with  the  lead,  with  the  Edith  well  up,  and  the 
others  following.  The  whole  got  off  in  beautiful  style,  stretching  away  in 
close  order  for  the  outer  mark  boat.  The  William  and  Ann  had  a  spurt 
with  the  Edith  which  ended  in  favor  of  the  latter.    Just  as  the  Firefly  gave 
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uDinistitkeable  signs  of  taking  the  lead,  unfortunately  the  iron  hook  of  the 
throat^halyard  block  gave  way,  down  came  the  jaws  of  the  gaff,  and  rested 
on  the  main  boom.  The  peak  halyards  remained  all  taut,  and  the  little 
craft  stood  on,  disabled  as  she  was,  under  her  jib  foresail  and  gaff  topsail, 
the  latter  standing  pretty  well  considering  the  mishap,  and  the  mainsail  all 
of  a  heap,  until  a  fresh  block  could  be  got  up  and  secured.  After  the  loss 
of  much  time  this  was  effected,  and  notwithstanding  that  she  had  been 
passed  long  ago  by  three  of  her  competitors,  she  stood  after  them,  passed 
them,  and  came  in  second:  had  there  been  another  round  sh«  would  have 
been  the  winner.  Ihe  William  and  Ann  having  successfully  outpaced  the 
Edith,  came  in  the  winner. 
Rowing  matches  concluded  the  day's  amusements. 
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This  was  originally  intended  for  August  23rd,  but  from  the  unfavorable 
weather  on  that  day,  it  was  postponed  to  Sept.  5th,  when  it  was  held  at 
Blackwater.  The  earlier  part  of  the  day  was  gloomy,  with  heavy  rain,  and 
a  shifting  wind.  However,  about  !  T  a.m.  when  the  first  race  with  hookers 
was  commenced,  it  came  on  suddenly  to  blow  furiously  from  south-west* 
with  a  nasty  sea. 

The  hookers  were  ranged  in  a  line  opposite  Black  water,  then  began  to 
drag  their  anchors,  and,  to  avoid  going  ashore  on  Lackeen  Point,  had  to  run 
into  the  harbour  or  stand  out  into  the  bay.  Having  been  thus  disorganised 
it  was  not  easy  to  get  them  into  hand  again,  and  it  was  about  Ih.  30m.  when 
they  started.  Ten,  ranging  from  18  to  7  tons,  had  entered,  but  only  six  got 
away.  During  the  race  nearly  all  of  them  carried  away  some  portion  of 
their  gear,  and  were  compelled  to  give  up.  The  Tartar,  Mr.  J.  Jerrayn,  re- 
ceived the  first  prize  8  sovs.,  and  the  Mary,  Mr.  E.  O.  Sullivan,  the  second 
of  4  sovs. 

The  next  match  was  for  a  prize  of  20  sovs.,  open  to  yachts  of  30  tons  and 
under,  one  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.  For  this  the 
following  efitered— Galoare,  27  tons,  Capt.  Hartley,  Glimpse,  14  tons,  Mr. 
^lahoney,  Sappho,  16  tons,  Mr.  H.  L.  Barton,  Smile,  10  tons,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Orpen,  Vectis,  16  tons,  Mr.  W.  S.  French,  and  the  Falcon,  10  tons, 
The  O'Donaghoe,  m.f.  The  latter  two,  however,  though  present,  did  not 
sail  in  the  match. 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  taking  up  a  proper  line,  by  reason  of 
the  great  depth  of  water,  and  the  sea  that  was  then  on,  and  the  breeze  that 
was  blowing,  it  was  determined  to  start  the  yachts  underway  at  2h.  15m. 
As  the  smoke  left  the  gun  it  was  aft  headshccts,  out  raainsheet,  and  away  to 
the  eastward  at  a  tremendous  pace,  the  Glimpse  leading,  Gulnare  next,  and 
Sappho  and  Smile  together.  The  first  three  had  single-reefed  mainsails 
and  working  jibs ;  the  Sappho  had  also  a  reef  in  her  foresail.  The  Smile 
had  dcuble- reefed  mainsail.  The  Gulnare  was  the  first  round  the  eastern 
flag-boat,  closely  followed  by  the  Sappho,  Glimpse,  and  Smile ;  from  this  to 
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the  Maiden  Rock  (five  nautic  miles  distaDt),  was  a  dead  beat  to  windward, 
and  DOW  the  boats  began  to  change  places.  The  Sappho  soon  weathered 
the  Gulnare,  and  the  Smile  the  Glimpse :  the  two  former  once  or  twice 
changed  places,  and  as  they  got  down  to  the  more  heavy  sea  increased  tbeir 
distance  from  the  Smile — which  also,  in  a  lesser  degree,  drew  away  from  tbe 
Glimpse.  The  round  was  for  the  most  part  steady,  but  there  were  occasion- 
ally some  very  heavy  squalls,  which  put  everything  to  the  test. 

When  off  Ormonds  Island,  on  the  southern  shore,  the  Golnare  then  lead- 
ing, met  with  some  mishap,  lowered  her  head  sails,  and  gave  up.  Tbe  wind 
continued  to  blow  more  fiercely ;  the  three,  however  held  bravely  on,  tbe 
Sappbo  rounding  the  western  flag-boat  6m.  before  the  Smile,  and  7m.  30a 
before  the  Glimpse,  and  away  before  the  wind  for  Blackwater.  The  little 
Smile  ran  up  her  topmast  and  set  a  jib-headed  topsail  over  the  double-reefed 
mainsail. 

The  course  was  twice  round,  in  all  29  nautic  miles,  but  in  consequence  of 
one  half  being  right  to  windward,  the  boats  had  to  sail  upwards  of  30  miles. 
In  the  second  round  the  Sappho  shifted  jibs,  setting  a  smaller  one,  and  the 
Glimpse,  unable  to  better  her  condition,  gave  up.  The  Sappho  rounded  tbe 
winning  boat  at  7b.  3m.,  and  the  Smile  at  7h.  20m.,  the  former  being  thus 
the  winner  by  11m. 

There  were  many  other  races,  such  as  six-oared  Seine  boats,  9  sova.,  akiffs 
3  sovs.,  four-oared  boats  6  sovs.,  whale  boats  5  sovs.  and  punts  1  aov.  The 
aea  was  so  rough  that  the  majority  of  these  were  rowed  inside  the  harbour 
and  river. 


WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA  REGATTA. 

Thb  inhabitants  of  this  port  are  determined  to  hold  an  annual  aquatic  revel, 
if  they  can  get  the  support  of  the  surrounding  gentry,  so  that  ample  funds 
are  forthcoming ;  and  of  that  we  should  think  there  was  little  to  fear,  when 
we  recollect  that  the  Leicester  family  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  port.  The  Earl  of  Leicester  threw  open  the  grounds  of  Holkham  to 
those  who  chose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege,  and  some  hundreds 
roamed  about  them  delighted  on  the  day  of  the  regatta,  Aug.  2nd. 

The  first  match  was  for  two  prizes,  viz.  7  guineas  for  the  first,  and  a  silver 
tankard  value  3  guineas  for  the  second.  The  following  yachts  started— 
Echo,  Mr.  Dewing,  of  Burnham  Overy,  Gazelle,  Mr.  Wells,  of  Blakeney, 
LaPauvre  Petite,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lynn,  Volante,  Mr.  Tyrrell,  of  Wells, 
and  Cuthbert,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Wells. 

The  start  took  place  at  2h.  18m.,  but  was  not  very  cleverly  managed,  the 
competitors  fouling  each  other  with  the  exception  of  the  Echo,  which  as  a 
matter  of  course,  took  the  lead,  the  Volante  and  Cuthbert  second  and  third, 
the  Gazelle  and  La  Pauvre  Petite  bringing  up  the  rear.  The  last  named  got 
aground  on  a  sandbank,  and  consequently  lost  whatever  chance  of  success 
she  might  have  possessed.  The  Echo  continued  to  maintain  her  advantage 
but  between  the  Volante  and  Cuthbert  a  close  contest  for  some  time  ensued, 
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eventQfllly  the  Cothbert  obtained  a  decided  lead,  but  aAer  makiDg  an  allow- 
ance of  30  sees,  per  foot  for  differeDce  of  length,  the  Yolante  was  Tsecs.  ahead 
of  her.     The  Echo  received  first  prize,  and  Yolante  second. 
Several  sailing  and  rowing  matches  followed. 


HYTHE  REGATTA. 

This  place  is  situated  on  the  opposite  shore  to  Southampton,  at  the  entrance 
to  the  New  Forest,  and  from  being  a  few  years  back  composed  of  some  scat- 
tered huts,  is  now  a  village  of  some  note,  being  studded  with  many  elegant 
structures,  with  a  capacious  landing  place,  and  a  stately  hotel,  called  the 
Drummond  Arms.  There  is  also  in  this  vicinity  the  splendid  mansion  of 
Cadlands,  belonging  to  the  Drummond  family,  fronting  which  on  the  oppo- 
site shore  is  the  magni6ccnt  building  at  Netley,  known  as  the  Yictoria  Hos- 
pital, adjoining  to  the  marine  retreat  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

The  regatta  took  place  on  Thursday,  July  18th,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  neighbourhood.  In  a  great  measure  the 
management  of  this  aquatic  festival  is  due  to  Count  £.  Batthyany,  whose  un- 
tiring exertions  deserve  the  warmest  acknowledgments.  The  site  was  also 
admirably  selected,  inasmuch  as  the  vast  expanse  of  water  fronting  the  river 
Itchen,  and  extending  from  shore  to  shore,  could  not  be  more  appropriate 
for  a  regatta. 

The  first  sailing  match  for  boats  of  23  feet  and  under,  for  a  prize  of  10 
govs.,  time  race,  one  minute  per  foot,  was  decided  as  follows — 1  Amateur, 
Mr,  T.  Paskins,  £5,  58.;  2  Flirt,  Mr.  T.  Gibbons,  £S.  3s.;  3  Lizzie,  Mr.  R. 
Parker,  £1.  12s.;  4  Frolic,  Mr.  B.  Harris.  There  was  a  strong  wind  during 
the  afternoon,  varying  from  S.W.  to  W.S.W.  with  heavy  puffs  at  times  which 
tried  some  of  the  spars  and  rigging.  Notwithstanding,  this  was  a  well  con- 
tested match,  especially  between  the  last  three:  the  Amateur  made  all  the 
running  (to  use  a  turf  phrase),  and  finished  each  round  some  minutes  in  ad- 
vance of  the  others. 

The  second  match  for  sailing  boats  of  23  feet  in  length,  time  race,  Im* 
per  foot  allowed,  for  prizes  amounting  to  15  sovs..  The  following  started, 
Pearl,  Mr.  J.  Paskins,  sen.,  White  Dove,  Mr.  J.  Cunningham,  Zephyr,  Mr. 
J.  Paskins,  jun.,  Amelia,  Mr.  T.  Hardy,  Florence  Nightingale,  Mr.  W.  Boad, 
The  Pearl  came  in  first  by  5secs.,  and  had  to  receive  from  White  Dove,  4m. 
for  difference  of  measurement,  so  that  in  fact  she  beat  by  4m.  5s.;  the  White 
Dove  had  to  allow  4m.  to  Zephyr,  and  she  only  gained  the  third  prize  by  58. 
The  Pearl  received  8  sovs.,  Zephyr  4  sovs.  White  Dove  3  sovs. 

The  third  match  for  10  sovs.  for  sailing  boats  of  19  feet  and  under,  time 
race,  1m.  308.  sec.  per  foot  allowed.  The  following  started  and  came  in  thus; 
Squall,  Mr.  E.  Bromley,  receiving  £5.  5s.;  Baby,  Count  E.  Batthyany,  £B, 
3s.;  Lily,  Mr.  D.  Parker,  £1.  12s.  The  wind  which  had  been  very  squally 
throughout,  and  the  boats  in  each  match  half  under  water,  with  reefed  sails, 
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severely  tried  tins  class,   and  it  was  only  by  skilful  handling  the  match 
concluded  without  any  serious  mishap. 

Stockham  of  West  Quay,  Southampton,  built  the  Amateur,  Pearl,  aod 
Squall. 

After  the  above'matchcs  several  rowing  contests  took  place,  and  from  the 
satisfaction  generally  afforded  throughout  the  day,  we  may  expect  a  repeti- 
tion next  year. 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  LIFE  UOAT  INSTITUTION. 

A  Mbbtinq  of  this  institution  was  held,  on  the  3rd  October,  at  its  home, 
John-street,  Adelphi;  Thomas  Chapman,  Esq.,  F.R.S ,  vice-president  io  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present — Sir  Edward  Perrott,  Bart.,  vice- president; 
Admiral  Gordon,  late  Deputy-Master  of  the  Trinity  House:  Montague  Gore, 
Esq.;  Capt.  W.  H.  Hall,  r.k.,  c.b.,  and  Captain  De  St.  Croix. 

Mr.  Lewis,  the  secretary,  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 

A  reward  of  £13  was  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  lifeboat  atationed 
at  Holyhead,  for  putting  off  and  rescuing  the  crews,  consisting  of  14  men,  of 
the  brig  Anne,  of  Plymouth,  and  the  schooner  Betsy,  of  Peterhead,  which 
during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  S.W.  on  the  15th  ult.,  ran  for  shelter 
to  Holyhead  harbour,  and,  failing  to  secure  a  berth,  dragged  their  anchors, 
and  got  close  to  the  rocks.  The  Anne,  at  the  time,  had  parted  one  cable, 
and  was  actually  within  a  few  yards  of  the  rocks,  on  which  the  surf  was 
breaking  heavily.  The  Betsy  was  about  a  cable's  length  further  out,  |bat 
was  leaking.  Fortunately,  the  gale  was  at  its  height,  and  in  a  few  hours 
afterwards,  it  having  a  little  moderated,  it  was  considered  safe  to  put  the 
crews  again  on  board  their  ships,  which  were  ultimately  brought,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  life-boat,  and  after  much  difficulty,  into  harbour.  Capt. 
Priest,  R.N.,  leported  that  the  life-boat  behaved,  as  usual,  admirably  in  the 
heavy  seas. 

A  reward  of  £4  was  also  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Dundalk  lifeboat,  be- 
loDgingHo  the  institution,  for  rescuing,  after  several  shore  boats  had  nade 
fruitless  attempts,  a  sliip- keeper  who  had  been  left  on  board  the  barque  Fre- 
derick, of  Dublin,  which,  during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  was  totally  wrecked 
on  Dundalk  Bar  on  the  13th  September,  having  been  stranded  during  the 
previous  month. 

A  reward  of  £4  was  likewise  given  to.the  crew  of  the  institution's  lifeboat 
stationed  at  Camber,  near  Rye,  for  going  off  and  saving  two  men  from  the 
barge  Peace,  of  London,  which,  in  a  gale  of  wind  and  a  heavy  sea,  sank  off 
Camber  on  the  night  of  Fri<lay,  the  27th  September. 

A  reward  of  ^.  10s.  was  also  granted  to  the  crew  of  the  Sister^a  Memorial 
lifeboat  of  the  socit^ty  at  Llandudno,  for  putting  off  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind, 
in  reply  to  a  signal  of  distress  from  the  smack  Uncle  Tom,  ef  Runcorn,  on 
the  13th  September.     The  sails  of  the  vessel  had  been  carried  away,  but, 
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with  the  assistance  of  a  steam-tug,  she  was  towed  to  shore,  and  her  crew  of 
three  hands  saved. 

Rewards,  amounting  to  £11.  lOs.,  were  also  voted  to  the  crews  of  the  In- 
stitution's lifeboats  stationed  at  Walmer  and  Tyrella,  for  putting  off  in  reply 
to  signals  of  distress  from  two  vessels,  which,  however,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
lifeboats,  did  not  require  their  services.  AAer  having  crossed  through  a 
heavy  surf  on  the  fatal  Goodwin  Sands,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  2drd  Sep 
tember,  and  had  been  filled  several  times,  the  Walmer  lifeboat  grounded 
within  fifly  yards  of  the  wreck.  Immediately  five  of  her  gallant  crew  jumped 
ont>  waded  through  the  seas,  and  boarded  the  vessel,  but  were  informed  by 
other  boat's  crews  who  had  possession  of  the  vessel,  that  their  services  were 
not  required.  The  lifeboat  returned  ashore,  her  crew,  consisting  of  Deal 
boatmen,  expressing  their  admiration  of  her  behaviour. 

A  reward  of  £2  was  voted  to  Mr.  Dewsbury,  master  of  the  steam-tug 
Beaufort,  of  Sunderland,  and  £2  to  his  crew,  fot  rescuing  four  men  from  the 
brigantine  Villiers,  of  London,  which,  during  squally  weather,  had  struck  and 
partially  sunk,  about  midnight,  on  the  Mumbles  Head,  near  Swansea,  on  the 
3rd  September.  There  was  a  heavy  sea  running  at  the  time,  which  was 
sometimes  going  over  the  poor  fellows  in  the  rigging.  Mr.  Dewsbury  had  to 
run  his  vessel  backward  between  the  two  masts  of  the  wreck,  cutting  away 
the  mainstay,  and  thus  the  tug's  keel  was  crosswise  over  the  deck  of  the 
sunken  vessel.  When  in  that  position,  which  was  only  for  an  instant,  the 
four  meu  dropped  from  the  rigging  on  to  the  deck  of  the  tug.  Shortly  after 
the  four  men  were  rescued  by  the  tug  both  masts  of  the  wreck  went  over  the 
side,  when  she  broke  up  and  soon  disappeared  altogether.  Two  of  her  crew 
had  previously  unfortunately  perished. 

A  reward  of  £7  was  also  granted  to  five  policemen  and  a  civilian,  for  swim- 
ming off  a  considerable  distance,  at  much  risk  of  life,  in  a  heavy  sea  and 
strong  ebb  tide,  and  saving  the  lives  of  two  persons  who  had  been  capsized 
from  their  boat  off  Lahinch,  on  the  coast  of  Clare,  Ireland.  It  was  stated 
that  two  of  the  constables  have  on  previous  occasions  very  laudably  exerted 
themselves  in  saving  life.  The  constables  had  also  received  a  reward  of  j£I 
each  from  the  inspector  of  police. 

The  thanks  of  the  institution,  inscribed  on  vellum,  were  voted  to»Mr.  L« 
M.  Maxton,  collector  of  Customs  at  Bridport,  in  testimony  of  his  general 
services  in  aiding  to  save  life,  and  particularly  on  the  occasion  of  the  reccDt 
wreck  of  the  brigantine  Pauline,  off  Bridport,  during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind. 

It  was  stated  that  some  favourable  trials  had  been  made  at  Soutbport  and 
Scarborough,  with  the  large  lifeboats  the  institution  had  recently  sent  to 
those  places.  The  Aberystwith  new  lifeboat,  en  route  to  the  steamer  in 
Bristol,  had  been  exhibited  in  the  principal  streets  of  that  city,  and  had  ex- 
cited much  interest  amongst  thousands  of  persons  who  had  assembled  to 
witness  the  boat,  and  who  had  never  previously  seen  a  lifeboat.  The  cost  of 
the  three  lifeboats  had  been  munificently  presented  to  the  institution  by 
three  benevolent  persons. 

CommunioatioDS  were  read  from  the  Mayor  of  Ipswich  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Byng 
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ttatiag  that  the  Rev.  £dward  Sjnge  bad  preached  sermoDs  in  St.  Peter'i 
Church,  ill  that  town,  io  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  institution.  They  also 
stated  that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  a  general  collection  in  all  the 
churches  and  chapels  in  Ipswich,  on  Sunday,  the  10th  November,  when  thej 
hoped  a  good  expression  would  be  made  in  favour  of  the  National  Lifeboat 
Society.  Mr.  Synge  had  received  the  silver  medal  of  the  institution,  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  brave  exertions  in  saving  life  from  a  wreck  on  the 
Irish  coast. 

The  demand  on  the  funds  of  the  institution  continue,  we  regret  to  say,  to 
be  heavy;  and  payments,  amounting  to  £1,000,  on  lifeboat  establishments, 
were  ordered  yesterday  to  be  made. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  the  public  will  continue  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  committee,  so  as  to  assist  them  to  carry  on,  during  the  ensuing  winter, 
the  important  and*phiIanthropic  operation  of  this  truly  national  institution. 

Orders  were  given  for  the  sale  of  £500  from  the  small  funded  capital  of 
the  society,  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  heavy  demands  on  its  fund. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G.  A.— l,^It  isYery-hard  to  state  definitely  what  constitutes  a  balloon - 
topsail — some  being  used  with  a  jack-yard  and  some  without ;  it  is  generally 
understood  to  be  the  largest  topsail— extra  of  No.  1  used  for  running  off  the 
wind.  2,  3, — Neyer  saw  a  beating  topsail,  that  is  any  topsail  under  No.  I,  with 
a  jack-yard.  Have  seen  a  balloon-topsail  with  a  jack-yard  used  on  a  wind, 
and  we  think  a  beating  topsail  set  with  a  jack-yard  may  be  safely  construed 
as  a  beating  topsaU.  4, — As  a  general  rule  topsails  from  No.  1  downwards 
never  haye  jack-yards;— only  the  extra  or  balloon  topsail. 

J.  B.  C,  Halifax. — We  do  not  remember  any  prize  given  by  Royalty  being 
construed  into  a  *'  Challenge  Cup,**  and  subject  to  conditions  as  follows: — "  It 
must  be  won  thrice  consecutively  by  the  same  party  before  it  can  become  his 
property,  and  the  time  for  tonnage  one  minute  per  ton, — with  a  course  of  abont 
twelve  miles.'*  Such  appeared  in  the  Regulations  of  the  Royal  Halifax  Yacht 
Club  Mitch  for  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  Cup,  yalue  £200.  If  it  was  not 
ordered  by  the  Prince  we  should  advise  the  authorities  to  rescind  such  rule 
at  once,  the  wording  of  which  is  bad  — "  by  the  same  party*'  means  the  same 
owner,  not  the  vessel,  giving  a  party  winning  once  a  chance  to  bring  forward 
any  craft  he  pleases. 

An  Owvbb.— We  deem  it  only  justice  to  give  small  regattas  as  well  as  large, 
and  as  he  observes  '*  our  work  should  form  a  repository  of  the  domgb  of  the 
pigmy  as  well  as  the  leviathan'*. — Such  we  intended  at  the  outset  in  1852. 

Yachts  avd  Yachtiko. — We  have  received  information  from  the  Author 
that  the  Article  will  be  continued  in  our  next,  and  following  numbers. 


AU  communicatioM  io  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  6,  New  Church  SL,  N,  W, 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

W£  now  come  to  the  gaff»  and  in  treating  of  this  spar  it  may  be  said 
that  no  matter  how  excellent  the  main  boom  is,  if  the  gaff  is  bad  the 
mainsail  can  never  be  set  properly ;  therefore  in  the  choosing  of  a 
stick  for  this  purpose,  well -seasoned  close-grained  timber,  free  from 
knots,  sap,  or  rind  gall,  is  of  much  importance.  The  lighter  it  can 
be  made  the  better,  but  at  the  same  time  a  due  regard  must  be  had 
to  producing  a  stiff  stick,  for  if  a  gaff  buckles  at  all  when  the  main- 
sail is  hoisted,  the  after  part  of  the  sail  will  be  all  in  a  bag ;  this 
more  particularly  applies  to  square-headed  sails ;  and  to  remedy  the 
buckling  of  a  light  gaff  with  such  a  sail,  the  peak  halyard  blocks  are 
placed  well  out  upon  the  spar ;  this  will  take  up  the  after  leech,  but 
then  the  gaff  will  spring  between  the  peak  blocks  and  the  throat  hal- 
yards, and  the  belly  of  the  sail  becomes  slack,  so  that  a  weak  gaff 
will  never  properly  set  a  square-headed  mainsail.  With  this  shaped 
mainsail  therefore  a  strong  spar  is  necessary,  and  to  obtain  the  requi- 
site strength  there  must  be  additional  timber;  consequently  a  sail  cut 
thus  necessitates  a  heavy  gaff,  and  involves  extra  top-hamper. 

*  Continued  from  page  288. 
HO.  12.— VOL  z.  3  z 
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A  sail  cut  with  a  high  peak  can  be  set  with  a  lighter  spar,  and 
moreover  by  placing  the  peak  halyard  blocks  well  out,  it  can  be 
tapered  up  more  considerably  and  rendered  much  lighter  still. 

Ihe  length  of  a  gaff  of  course  alt<^ether  depends  upon  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  sail  to  be  bent  upon  it,  but  care  should  be  taken  at  tbe 
outset  that  it  is  cut  sufficiently  long  to  take  out  the  head  of  the  sail 
as  it  stretches ;  nothing  requires  watching  more  than  the  head  of  the 
mainsail,  not  a  wrinkle  should  be  permitted  in  it/and  in  a  radng 
yacht  particularly  the  lacing  should  be  overhauled,  and  the  peak 
earing  hauled  out,  upon  every  occasion  that  the  least  slackness  of  tbe 
head  of  the  sail  is  perceptible ;  if  the  gaff  be  not  cut  long  enough 
this  cannot  be  done,  and  if  the  head  of  the  mainsail  is  suffered  to 
remain  so,  what  may  be  a  good  sail  is  but  half  bent. 

I  have  so  frequently  alluded  to  high  peaked  mainsails,  that  I  fear 
I  shall  incur  the  charge  of  tautology  in  again  referring  to  them  in 
connection  with  the  subject  of  gaffs;  but  as  the  construction  of  these 
spars  is  materially  influenced  by  the  shape  of  the  sail  which  is  to  be 
bent  upon  them,  I  need  scarcely  plead  any  apology  for  doing  so  :  a 
square-headed  sail  will,  as  I  before  stated,  require  a  stouter  spar  to 
set  it  than  a  sail  with  a  great  peak,  and  the  less  weiglit  we  can 
have  aloft  the  better.   This  is  one  argument  in  favour  of  a  peaked  sail; 
but  there  are  others  far  more  important ;  a  square-headed  mainsail 
can  never  be  set- to  the  same  advantage  when  a  vessel  is  close  hauled 
upon  a  wind  as  one  cut  with  a  lofty  peak ;  for  the  gaff  of  the  former 
will  always  be  found  to  form  a  very  considerable  angle  with  the  boom, 
and  the  best  efforts  of  the  head  of  the  sail  in  propelling  a  vessel  is 
lost ;  whereas  the  gaff  of  the  latter,  if  the  sail  be  well  cut,  will  be 
seen  to  lie  nearly  in  the  same  place  as  the  boom :  moreover  the 
square-headed  sail  is  more  likely  to  drag  on  a  vessel,  and  depress 
her  quarters  when  she  careens  to  a  strong  breeze,  than  the  peaked 
sail ;  the  latter  throwing  the  weight  of  the  canvas  more  into  the  body 
of  the  vessel.     With  a  lofty  peak  to  the  mainsail,  a  shorter  mainmast 
will  spread  an  equal  amount  of  canvas  with  more  advantage  than  a 
longer  mast  and  the  sail  square-headed,  and  the  comfort  of  snug 
spars  in  either  a  cruising  or  racing  vessel  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

During  this  past  season  of  1 86  J  some  remarkable  instances  were 
presented  to  the  notice  of  observing  yachtsmen  of  the  endeavonr  to 
combine  the  hoist  of  the  square-headed  sail  with  the  high  peak; 
three  of  as  fine  clippers  as  ever  floated  the  ocean,  from  the  stocks  of 
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thrive  of  the  first  builders  in  the  kingdom,  caanot  have  escaped  ob- 
servation in  this  respect,  and  in  each  instance  it  has  been  noticed* 
and  admitted  on  all  sides  that  these  vessels  were  overdone  in  spars 
and  canvas ;  the  two  systems  cannot  be  combined,  the  one  is  faulty 
and  when  engrafted  upon  the  other  is  sure  to  result  in  failure. 

The  jaws  of  gaffs  may  be  made  of  either  wood  or  iron,  where  it  is 
much  peaked  iron  commands  a  preference,  and  another  advantage 
iron  presents  over  wooden  jaws  is  that  when  running  off  a  wind  with 
the  niaiosheet  well  eased  out,  wooden  jaws  get  jammed  against  the 
eyes  of  the  rigging,  and  with  the  first  little  jump  of  a  sea  away  goes 
the  gaff  short  off  like  a  carrot,  whereas  iron  jaws  not  requiring  such 
a  great  thickness  at  the  throat,  fit  neatly  and  snugly  round  the  mast, 
the  horns  slide  in  under  the  rigging,  and  thus  prevents  the  latter 
becoming  a  fulcrum  whereupon  to  carry  away  the  gaff. 

Whether  iron  or  wood  be  used  for  the  jaws,  the  gaff  should  always 
be  fitted  with  a  good  solid  wooden  tumbler,  playing  easily  in  a  strong 
pin  between  them;  no  gaff  is  complete  without  Uiis  tumbler;  it 
always  lies  parallel  with  the  mast,  reduces  the  strain  upon  the  jaws, 
prevents  the  gaff  getting  jammed  against  the  mast,  eases  the  strain 
on  the  parral  rope,  prevents  the  jaws  chafing  and  cutting  into  the 
mast,  and  ensures  the  perfect  travelling  of  the  gaff  up  and  down  the 
mast.  Sometimes  gaffs  have  iron  straps  driven  on  them  for  the  peak 
halyard  blocks  to  hook  into ;  this  is  a  bad  plan,  for  in  driving  on  these 
iron  straps,  or  even  if  they  are  span  screw  straps,  they  tend  to  crush 
that  part  of  the  spar  immediately  under  them,  and  a  little  working 
increases  the  evil,  so  that  the  gaff  is  easily  sprung  or  carried  away  in 
their  immediate  vicinity  :  selvagee  straps  covered  with  leather  and 
retained  in  their  positions  by  stop  cleats  nailed  upon  the  under  part 
of  the  gaff,  are  the  proper  fittings  for  this  purpose.  I  have  seen 
galvanized  wire  straps  covered  with  leather  used  fur  the  same  purpose, 
as  also  for  mainsheet  block,  and  jib-halyard  block  stra|)s,  and  a  very 
excellent  fine  job  they  make,  particularly  for  mainsheet  block  straps. 

The  cheek  blocks  at  the  end  of  the  gaff  for  the  topsail  sheets  to 
reeve  through  require  looking  after,  in  order  that  a  sheave  suitable 
to  the  sized  rope  used  for  the  sheets  may  be  used,  and  that  the  shell 
of  the  block  be  well  and  firmly  rivetted  to  the  spar.  I  have  seen 
many  awkward  incidents  and  ugly  accidents  occur  owing  to  negligent 
workmanship  in  this  respect;  two  I  will  mention  in  illustration. 
The  first  occurred  at  the  close  of  a  hardly  contested  match,  a  heavy 
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squall  struck  us  and  we  immediately  sprung  to  take  in  the  gaff-top- 
sadly  the  outer  end  of  the  shell  of  the  cheek  block  was  started  froni 
the  gaS,  the  sheet  got  jammed  between  it  and  the  spar,  and  we  could 
neither  get  the  topsail  down,  nor  set  it  again,  and  were  so  hampered 
by  it  as  to  very  nearly  cause  us  to  lose  our  well  fought  match.  The 
second  instance  was  where  the  sheet  was  too  large  for  the  sheave,  and 
when  we  got  the  topsail  up,  (being  underway  at  the  time  with  a  jmnp 
of  a  sea  on,)  the  sheet  jammed,  and  we  could  not  sheet  the  topsail 
home ;  the  sheet  then  took  a  round  turn  oyer  the  gaff  end,  I  went 
up  to  clear  it  as  well  as  to  render  the  sheet  through  the  sheave,  the 
helmsman  gave  the  vessel  a  slight  shake  up  to  assist  me,  which  by 
the  way  he  should  not  have  done,  and  I  managed  very  cleverly  to 
pierce  myself  in  the  calf  of  my  leg  with  the  hook  of  the  outer  peak 
halyard  block  during  my  endeavours  to  prevent  myself  being  shaken 
off  the  gaff  end. 

Sometimes  the  sheave  is  let  into  the  spar  when  the  latter  is  stout 
enough,  but  as  this  tends  to  weaken  it  the  cheek  blocks  are  more 
generally  used. 

A  neat  copper  band  at  the  end  of  the  gaff  makes  a  good  finish, 
and  the  ensign  halyard,  or  jewel  block,  for  the  peak  downhaul, 
should  be  strapped  with  copper,  having  a  stout  copper  eye  bolt  with 
a  good  shoulder  upon  it,  to  be  driven  firmly  into  the  gaff  end ;  this 
block  should  be  made  to  take  an  1^  inch  or  1|  inch  line,  for  a  good 
heavy  drag  is  sometimes  required  to  get  the  peak  down  in  a  hurry, 
and  a  light  downhaul  is  next  to  useless:  the  line  used  for  this  purpose 
should  be  '*  platted"  and  not  **  laid".  As  the  downhaul  answers  fat 
ensign  halyards  as  well,  I  may  here  remark  that  all  signal  halyards 
and  the  back  lines  for  signals  themselves,  should  always  be  of  plat- 
ted material ;  for  a  laid  line  generally  twists,  and  very  often,  when 
an  ensign,  or  flight  of  signals  is  sent  aloft,  immediately  when  broken 
out  it  is  discovered  that  the  flags  are  twisted  round  the  halyard  or 
back  lines,  after  a  fashion  rendering  them  quite  indistinguishable. 

The  nock  bolts  and  pin  under  the  throat  of  the  gaff,  which  take 
the  **  nock"  or  '^throat"  of  the  mainsail,  should  be  of  good  workman- 
ship and  strong,  and  well  galvanized ;  the  topsail  sheet  fall  block 
and  the  main-tack  tricing-line  block,  also  attached  to  eye-bolts  under 
the  throat  of  the  gaff  should  undergo  a  close  inspection  that  they  are 
full  sized  for  the  ropes,  and  that  the  sheaves  work  smoothly  and 
well;  the  peak  halyard  and  lower  main  halyard  blocks,  should  also 
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be  attended  to ;  the  lower  main  halyard  block  should  be  attached  to 
the  gaff  by  a  broad  galvanized  iron  plate  passing  down  through,  and 
playing  freely  in.  a  score  cut  for  the  purpose  between  the  jaws,  and 
this  plate  should  be  secured  by  a  cross  pin  passing  transversely 
under  the  jaws  of  the  gaff:  these  latter  when  made  of  iron  sometimes 
have  the  eyes  for  blocks,  nock  pin,  and  block  plate,  forged  in  the 
solid,  it  makes  a  very  neat  and  strong  finish  and  prevents  the  wood 
of  the  throat  being  so  much  cut  up  by  a  number  of  bolts  passing 
through  it.  A'on  jaws  should  always  be  neatly  covered  with  leather, 
everything  connected  with  a  gaff,  the  material  used  and  the  blocks 
and  fittings  thereof  should  be  of  the  best  description  and  careful 
workmanship,  and  it  should  work  upon  the  mast  as  easily  and  freely 
as  though  it  were  moved  by  a  cog  wheel ;  an  easy  working  gaff  is 
half  the  battle  when  a  vessel  has  to  be  worked  smartly  in  heavy 
weather;  and  the  way  to  ensure  this  is  by  strict  attention  to  the  de- 
tails I  have  endeavoured  to  enumerate. 

Every  practical  yachtsman  knows  that  when  reefing  a  mainsail  by 
the  wind  or  running  free,  the  canvas  blows  about  wildly  and  often 
gets  foul  against  the  lifts  and  rigging ;  if  then  to  this  difficulty,  which 
has  frequently  to  be  overcome  by  downright  man-handling,  there  be 
added  a  stiff  working  gaff  that  jams  on  the  mast,  blocks  through 
which  the  halyards  wont  render  and  a  downhaul  of  no  more  service 
than  a  pack  thread,  it  becomes  a  very  awkward  business  indeed,  and 
in  a  racing  yacht  is  sure  to  end  in  defeat.  Often  when  a  squall  of 
more  than  ordinary  weight  strikes  a  vessel,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
run  off  before  the  wind,  and  relieve  her  by  "  scandalizing*'  (i.  e. 
lowering,)  the  peak  of  the  mainsail  and  tricing  up  the  main-tack,  and 
not  unfrequently  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to  close  reef  her  and 
shift  her  head  canvas  whilst  in  this  position ;  or  perhaps  to  stow  the 
mainsail  altogether  and  set  the  storm  trysail.  A  heavy  sea  may  nearly 
always  be  expected  to  accompany  such  weather^  and  the  men  have 
not  a  very  steady  platform  beneath  their  feet,  in  iact  the  little  craft 
is  bounding  about  like  a  wild  colt,  and  it  requires  a  little  of  Astley's 
circus  training  to  remain  firm  on  one's  pins,  and  at  the  same  time 
effectively  to  use  the  arms.  Under  such  circumstances  rapid  handling 
is  indispensable,  but  the  best  men  that  ever  trod  a  plank  may  be 
beaten  and  wearied  out  by  bad  fittings  and  refractory  gear  aloft,  and 
I  don't  know  any  part  of  a  yacht's  rigging  or  spars  more  calculated 
seriously  to  impede  quick  and  good  handling  than  a  badly  fitted 
weak  gaff. 
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In  connection  with  the  gaff  must  be  taken  into  accoant  the  hoops 
of  the  mainsail  which  confine  it  to  the  mast ;  if  these  hoops  axe  too 
large,  although  they  will  run  freely,  yet  tliere  is  a  great  space  lort 
l^etween  the  sail  and  the  mast,  and  the  loss  of  propelling  power 
follows ;  ii  they  are  made  too  tight  they  will  not  travel  kindly  bo 
matter  how  well  the  mast  may  be  greased,  so  that  a  little  nice  dis- 
crimination is  necessary  in  proportioning  them,  as  they  will  nmdi 
affect  the  free  working  of  the  gaff,  more  particularly  witli  a  new  sail 
Iron  hoops  well  leathered  make  a  very  excellent  job,  but  here  too 
experience  becomes  necessary,  as  if  the  proper  substance  of  iron  is 
not  put  in  the  hoops  they  will  bend,  the  distance  between  the  main- 
sail and  the  mast  will  be  greater  than  in  the  wooden  hoops,  and  tb^ 
will  jam  even  more.  Iron  hoops  should  be  galvanized  before  they 
are  covered. 

From  what  I  have  said  relative  to  the  main  gaff,  it  will  be  evident 
that  the  trysail-gaff  requires  an  equal  amount  of  careful  attention; 
the  trysail  and  its  fittings  should  be  the  yachtsman's  principal  care 
after  completing  his  fine  weather  rigging  and  canvas.     There  exists 
an  unaccountable  laxity  amongst  yachtsmen  generally  with  respect 
to  storm  canvas ;  whether  this  arises  from  a  belief  in  the  old  adage 
that  '*  it  is  time  enough  to  bid  the  dusky  gentleman  good  morning 
when  you  meet  him,"  or  from  too  great  a  faith  in  a  vessel's  powers 
under  her  ordinary  canvas,  it  is  hard  to  say;  but  how  often  do  we  see 
the  trysail-gaff  securely  lashed  on  the  top  of  the  boom,  and  tlie  try- 
sail stowed  away  in  the  lowermost  depths  of  the  sail  room:  when 
the  stormy  hour  is  at  hand  the  mainsail  is  close  reefed,  and  the 
vessel  sent  staggering  along  through  a  mountainous  sea,  the  weight 
of  her  boom  overpowering  and  pinning  her  down  in  the  lee  roll  until 
her  decks  are  swept  again,  her  lee  bulwarks  carrying  tons  of  water 
on  the  deck,  and  everything  is  confusion,  then  comes  the  order  to 
take  in  the  mainsail  and  set  the  trysail ;  the  trysail-gaff  has  to  be 
cut  loose  and  laid  upon  the  deck  to  be  knocked  about  like  a  nine  pin, 
and  to  inflict  sundry  barkings  on  the  shins  of  the  foremast  Jacks  in 
their  endeavours  to  secure  it ;  then  sundry  topsails  and  jibs  have  to 
be  bundled  out  of  the  sail-room  upon  the  wet  deck  to  arrive  at  the 
whereabouts  of  the  trysail ;  back  go  the  sails  again  dirty  and  wet. 
Next  the  head  lacing  is  astray,  or  the  mast  lacing ;  the  jaw  parral 
has  to  be  looked  for  and  perhaps  cannot  be  found ;  the  tryifeail  sheets 
next  are  missing,  another  overhaul  of  the  sail  locker  gives  another 
and  more  thorough  wetting  to  the  sails  that  should  be  kept  dry,  but 
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lo  sheets  are  forthoomiDg ;  a  general  search  now  ensues,  and  at  the 
eleventh  hour  they  may  be  hauled  out  of  some  secluded  nook  in  the 
ore  peak,  where  they  had  been  stowed  upon  the  principal  of  the 
Dutch  school  of  anchors:  e?entually  when  the  much  needed  trysail 
s  ready  to  be  set,  the  hurricane  is  upon  the  de?oted  little  barkie  in 
dl  its  fury ;  there  is  no  time  to  think  of  shifting  canvas,  all  hands 
must  hold  on  the  best  way  they  can,  and  the  skipper  and  mate  have 
quite  enough  to  do  to  keep  the  little  ship  living  and  free  of  water. 

That  this  state  of  things  has  often  occurred  few  will  gainsay,  that 
it  should  occur  may  be  principally  attributed  to  the  too  prevalent 
desire  of  making  a  yacht  all  wings,  and  never  reversing  the  fine 
-weather  picture  until  the  raging  elements  impart  a  lesson  that  once 
learnt  will  never  be  forgotten.    The  trysail-gaff  therefore  should  be 
as  sharply  looked  after  as  the  main^-gaff;  instead  of  being  lashed 
upon  the  boom  it  should  be  kept  laced  to  its  sail ;  the  jaw  parral 
should  be  in  its  place  ready  for  bending,  the  sheets  should  be  attached 
to  the  sail,  instead  of  lacing  to  go  round  the  mast,  (and  which  lacing 
by  the  way  very  often  fouls,  or  blows  away  when  the  sail  is  being  set) 
there  should  be  neat  selvagee  straps,  covered  with  leather  and  fitted 
with  eyes  and  toggles,  seized  along  the  luff  of  the  sail,  similar  to  hoops; 
then  gaffy  sail,  sheets,  parral,  toggles,  and  all  complete  should  be 
neatly  stowed  in  a  painted  canvas  cover,  which  may  be  slung  under 
the  boom,  or  lashed  on  top  of  it,  or  lashed  with  the  topsail  yards  on 
deck,  uppermost  and  at  hand  always.     Prepared  for  the  worst  after 
this  fashion,  when  a  &lling  barometer  indicates  the  coming  storm, 
there  is  no  trouble  but  to  stow  the  mainsail  at  once,  uncase  the  try- 
sail and  it  can  be  got  upon  the  little  ship  in  as  short  a  time  as  I  take 
to  write  these  lines. 

No  yacht,  be  she  racer  or  cruiser,  should  ever  go  to  sea  without  a 
trysail;  under  this  sail,  with  a  spit-fire  jib  and  close  reefed  or  storm 
fore-sail,  she  must  be  a  sorry  craft  indeed  that  will  not  carry  her 
crew  dry  and  comfortable  through  the  day  or  night  of  storm;  and 
any  yachtsman  who  suffers  from  a  neglect  of  such  simple  precautions 
fully  deserves  all  that  may  befal  him  in  the  shape  of  anxiety,  knock- 
ing about,  wet,  discomfort,  and  wearying  &tigue:  how  much  plea- 
santer  it  is  when  caught  by  a  gale  to  turn  in  below,  confident  in  the 
storm  trim  of  the  ship,  and  secure  in  the  skill  of  a  tried  captain  and 
experienced  crew,  than  to  be  dodgmg  the  green  water  on  deck  and 
watching  with  feverish  restlessness  every  movement  of  the  straining 
craft,  imagining  at  one  moment  that  she  is  going  to  turn  turtle,  or 


524  HUNT*8rACHTING   MAGAZINE. 

tbe  next  that  the  boom  is  going  to  twist  the  mast  out  of  her ;  or 
perhaps  if  she  is  running  before  the  wind,  and  the  helmsman  is  over- 
mastered by  the  fiercely  following  sea,  the  leach  of  the  maiasail  giTes 
one  flap,  over  goes  the  boom  with  a  crash  that  knocks  everybody  off 
their  feet,  shakes  the  wee  barkie  until  every  plank  in  her  quiveR 
again  ;  away  goes  what  was  tlie  weather  runner  with  a  report  like  r. 
howitzer ;  the  mainsheet  parts  like  a  hay  band,  and  it  is  ten  to  one 
that  the  mast  does  not  dissolve  partnership  and  pay  a  visit  **  over  the 
side".  These  are  some  few  of  the  **  agremens'*  of  trusting  a  veBsel 
under  her  large  mainsail  and  boom  during  stormy  weather.  '^Lead, 
Log,  and  Look  out*'  is  a  maxim  that  should  nevet  be  lost  sight  of 
by  a  sailor,  and  to  the  adventurous  yachtsman  who  cruises  about  our 
wild  channels,  for  wild  they  are  very  often,  I  would  say  add  ^*  Trj" 
sail**,  it  is  the  best  port  for  a  wandering  cruiser,  when  he  cannot  find 
a  convenient  spot  to  let  go  his  mud  hook  in. 

The  cro*-jack,  cross-jack,  or  more  properly  the  square-sail  yard,  is 
now  rarely  seen  with  our  racing  cutters ;  but  our  cruising  vessels 
find  them  useful.     The  square-sail  yard  crossed  when  a  yacht  is 
lying  at  her  moorings  gives  her  an  imposing  look,  and  when  she  is 
dressed  in  her  holiday  bunting  vastly  adds  to  her  appearance ;  but  if 
the  anchorage  be  crowded  it  is  an  intolerable  nuisance,  for  very  often 
other  yachts  when  coming  to  their  moorings,  or  in  swinging  to  a 
change  of  wind,  get  foul  of  the  square  yard,  and  then  a  r^ular  smash 
ensues.     To  avoid  this  under  such  circumstances  the  yard  must  be 
carried  **  a-cock-bill,"  that  is  the  starboard  arm  topped  up,  the  yard 
being  hoisted  the  depth  of  the  arm  from  the  deck,  and  lying  nearly 
up  and  down  with  the  mast.     A  good  tough  stick  is  requisite  (x 
this  spar,  and  the  braces,  halyards,  sheets  and  guys,  and  yard  ropes, 
with  their  respective  blocks  and  sheaves  should  be  carefully  fitted  so 
as  to  ensure  rapidity  and  certainty  in  working. 

In  a  cruising  vessel  a  square-sail  will  be  found  extremely  service- 
able with  a  favourable  breeze  when  making  passages,  and  drags  a 
vessel  along  in  grand  style.  As  cruising  yachts  seldom  carry  balloon 
canvas,  a  square-sail  may  therefore  be  considered  as  very  necessary. 
With  a  racing  craft  however  it  is  otherwise,  her  balloon  topsail  yard, 
and  balloon  topsail  will  be  found  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a 
square-sail  yard  and  square-sail;  and  she  has  plenty  of  lumber  in  the 
shape  of  spare  topsails  and  yards,  without  encumbering  herself  use- 
lessly with  a  spar  and  sail  that  would  be  more  in  the  way  than 
otherwise. 
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In  our  last  we  gave  an  account  of  the  winners  of  Her  Migesty's  Cup 
since  its  first  presentation  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  which  we  shall 
follow  up  by  the  victors  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort's 
g^fty— and  a  brief  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  that  club  during  the 
present  year. 

In  1852,-^ August  15th  the  Prince  Consort  g^ye  a  cup  value  50  sovs. 
"which  was  won  by  the  splendid  schooner  Gloriana,  J.  Gree,  Esq.,  built 
that  year  by  Ratsey,  beating  Alarm,  Gipsy  Queen  and  Claymore. 
Three  others  retired  firom  the  contest  during  the  race. 

1853,  August  15th. — The  cup  was  contested  by  cutters  {not  by 
schooners  as  stated  in  BelTs  Life)  whose  names  were  Mosquito,  Arrow, 
Aurora,  Osprey  and  the  Julia,  just  launched.  This  was  a  very  spirited 
affidr,  and  great  expectations  were  formed  on  Julia,  nevertheless  those 
who  were  so  sanguine  met  with  disappointment,  as  Mosquito  came  in 
a  winner  heading  Arrow  2m.,  and  Julia  8m.  Sis. 

1854,  August  15th.— -The  Arrow,  Julia,  Osprey,  and  Aurora  {not 
Mosquito)  started.  This  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of 
the  Arrow  on  record,  she  beat  the  favourite  (Julia)  13m.  55s. 

1855,  August  14th."— The  Gloriana  sailed  over  the  course  alone,  and 
received  the  prize. 

1856,  August  5th. — The  cup  was  sailed  for  by  the  Extravaganza, 
Maritana,  Aurora  and  Caprice;  it  was  woo  by  the  former,  9m.  27s. 
ahead  of  Maritana  the  second  vessel.  The  wind  was  light  with  fitful 
puflb,  which  at  times  caused  a  large  portion  of  their  copper  to  be  seen. 

1857,  August  4th.— The  Gem,  Lalla  Rookh  and  Zouave  entered,  but 
the  race  was  between  the  two  latter,  and  after  a  most  exciting  contest 
Lalla  Rookh  came  in  a  winner  by  only  3m.  50s. 

1858,  August  2nd.— On  this  occasion  Mr.  Marett's  system  of  Mea- 
surement* was  tried— area  of  sails.  Arrow,  Lulworth,  and  Extrava- 
ganza started.  The  area  of  the  latter's  canvas  being  so  much  less  than 
her  competitors  the  race  was  solely  between  them,  which  proved  a  very 
spirited  affair;  it  was  won  by  Lulworth  with  BOs.  to  spare  besides  the 
allowance  for  difference  of  feet  of  canvas  which  was  Im.  51s. 

1859,  August  2nd.— The  Zouave,  Eugenie,  Cecile,  and  Msgnolia 
started.  Great  things  were  expected  firom  the  latter,  but  she  sadly 
disappointed  her  admirers— coming  in  third.    Zouave  received  the  cup. 

1860,  July  31st. — The  Arrow  was  hailed  the  winner  after  a  spirited 

*  The  correspondent  of  BelCa  Lift  still  assigns  this  theory  to  the  Americans, 
at  which  we  are  surprised,  as  he  well  loiows  it  was  first  suggested  by  Mr. 
ICarett  in  his  work  on  Yacht  Building. 

MO.  12.-*voL.  X.  4  a 
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contest  with  Lulworth,   which  she  heat  hy  6in.  6s.  after  allowing  4m. 
49s»  for  di£ference  of  tonnage* 

1861,  August  6th. — Three  cutters— Arrow,  Osprey  and  Brunette 
started  with  a  splendid  breeze  from  S.W.,  W.S.W.,  W.  Arrow  was  the 
last  off,  but  before  passing  Rjde  pier  she  had  forereached  on  her 
opponents,  took  the  lead  and  kept  it  throughout,  Osprey  coming  in 
second.  Brunette  some  distance  astern.  To  account  for  the  position  of 
this  vessel  Messrs,  Ratsey  and  Sons  sent  the  following  letter: — 

**  In  the  account  of  the  R.Y.S.  Match  for  the  Pnnce  Consort's  Cup, 
you  did  not  state  under  what  circumstances  the  Brunette  was  entered  to 
compete  for  the  prize.     She  has  been  recently  purchased  by  Mr.  I>sTen- 
port,  who  intends  to  take  her  abroad,  and  for  that  purpose  he  has  had 
her  sails  and  spars  reduced.     Now,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  both  the 
Arrow  and  Osprey  are  properly  equipped  for  sailing  in  matches,  and  the 
Brunette  was  only  entered  to  make  up  the  race,  as  three  were  reqiiired 
to  start ;  and,  being  without  balloon  sails  and  racing  gear,  the  idea  was 
not  entertained  that  she  would  prove  successful  ;  but,  to  the  surprise  of 
all,  she  kept  close  company  with  her  antagonists,  and  in  the  first  round 
maintained  the  lead  until  she  ran   into  a  calm  off  Ryde.     I  think  these 
facts  should  be  made  known  to  the  sporting  world,  which  would  other- 
wise imagine  the  yacht  had  been  shamefully  beaten." 

The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  has  given  for  many  years  a  Cup  of  the 
value  of  100  sovereigns,  which  is  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  any 
Royal  Club:  it  hap  been  as  much  sought  aA»r  as  the  gift  of  Royalty, 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  usual  numerous  entries;  and,  therefore,  in  looking 
back  at  the  records  of  this  Club  we  append  the  following  extracts.— 

1852,  Aug.  2l8t — The  Squadron  gave  the  cup,  on  which  occasion  the 
celebrated  Mosquito  entered  against  the  Aurora,  Arrow,  and  Lavrock, 
cutters,  and  Claymore,  Alarm  and  Gloriana  schooners.  The  breeze  was 
baffling  from  X.  to  N.N.E.,  and  at  times  nearly  a  dead  calm.  It  hdng 
impossible  to  finish  the  match  that  day  in  time,  the  signal  to  abandon 
the  race  was  made  ;  and  on  the  23rd  these  vessels  again  started,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Claymore.  From  the  light  winds  and  calms  the 
Mosquito  did  not  arrive  ttU  after  lOh.  p.m.,  7m.  ahead  of  Arrow;  the 
others  came  in  on  the  following  morning. 

1853,  August  1  Ath.— -On  this  occasion  a  strong  fleet  came  to  the  start 
viz:  Arrow,  Julia,  Aurora  and  Alarm  cutters,  also  Aurora  Borealis, 
Sylvia  and  Alarm  schooners.  This  match  was  well  contested,  and  the 
Julia  came  in  the  winner,  heading  the  Sylvia  5m.  38s. 

1854,  August  19th.^The  cutters  Julia,  Arrow,  and  Osprey  started 
against  Ginevra,  Alarm  and  Titaaia :  there  was  a  pleasant  breeze  from 
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W.S.W.,  and  after  an  exceedingly  good  race,  Alarm  waa  declared  the 
"^w  inner. 

1855,  August  I5th. — The  Alarm,  Wildfire  and  Gloriana  started  with 
a  slashing  breeze,  which  suited  these  now  famed  vessels.  Alarm  took 
the  lead  and  kept  it  throughout,  beating  Gloriana  25m.  and  Wildfire 
34m.  208. 

1856,  August  11th. — The  extraordinary  number  often  yachts  started 
for  this  cup,  viz.  Cyclone,  Glance,  Mosquito,  Extravaganza,  Amazon, 
and  Arrow  cutters,  Whirlwind,  Vestal,  and  Wildfire  schooners^  and  Lul- 
'worth  sloop.  After  a  sharp  struggle  between  the  whole,  they  came  iu 
Arrow  first.  Whirlwind,  second,  and  Glance  third.  The  two  former 
Laving  to  allow  time,  the  latter  became  the  possessor  of  the  cup. 

1859,  August  6th. — The  Squadron  offered  in  addition  to  the  100 
60V.  cup  the  further  sum  of  25  sovs.  for  second  vessel.  Fifteen  vessels 
entered,  but  only  eight  started,  and  even  then  the  race  was  principally 
between  Alarm,  Wildfire,  Osprey,  and  Gipsy  Queen.  The  former  af)^r 
a  well  contested  match  came  in  first,  but  in  consequence  of  her  having 
violated  the  rules,  the  Wildfire  received  the  first  prize  and  Osprey  the 
second. 

1860,  August  4th. — The  cup  was  won  by  the  Lul worth,  considerably 
heading  Osprey,  Wildfire  and  Audax, — the  only  yachts  that  returned. 

1861,  August  6th.^ Audax,  Aline,  Alarm,  America,  Arrow,  and 
Thought,  with  Chrystabel,  Gnid  and  Phasma  entered — some  considerable 
doubts  were  entertained  of  the  policy  of  allowing  the  six  clippers  to 
contend  against  the  other  three,  and  we  believe  their  owners  generously 
withdrew,  allowing  the  Chrystabel,  Knid,  and  Phasma  to  start.  The 
weather  was  far  from  pleasant,  the  sea  being  turbulent  with  a  strong 
wind.  Chrystabel  started  with  the  lead,  and  during  the  first  round 
carried  away  her  bowsprit ;  but  after  giving  the  precedence  to  Enid  for 
a  time,  she  eventually  regained  her  former  place  and  came  in  a  winner. 
The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  regatta  this  year  (1861)  was  very  successful 
and  the  private  match  between  Alarm  and  America,  commencing  the 
sports,  caused  a  great  influx  of  visitors,  and  the  town  of  Cowes  profited 
thereby.  Several  new  members  were  enrolled  during  the  season,  and 
a  considerable  fleet,  now  hoist  the  white  flag. 

Having  disposed  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  we  must  '<try  back'" 
to  the  doings  on  the  Thames,  where  yachting  every  year  commences, 
and  we  may  add,  flourishes.  There  is  one  point  particularly  observed 
by  the  Clubs  on  the  river,  they  never  appoint  the  same  day  for  racing, 
although  they  may  for  "  feeding."  If  this  had  been  attended  to  by  the 
various  Clubs  and  Regatta  Committees,  a  larger  attendance  of  vchsels 
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would  have  appeared  at  the  different  places,  and  the  public  gmaaSlj 
being  by  thia  assured  of  a  good  display  of  bunting,  would  gather  together 
more  numerously  than  it  had  hitherto  done.  By  dus  the  inhabitants 
would  be  greatly  benefitted,  and  very  justly  so,  for  in  all  places  where 
there  is  not  a  Yacht  Club,  the  funds  are  formed  from  general  sobsccip- 
tions.  But  how  is  this  to  be  brought  about  our  readers  will  ask.  In 
our  former  volumes  will  be  found  suggestions  to  remedy  lliis  and  oUier 
crying  evils  which  a  ''  Tacht  Owner*  has  lately  called  yachtsmen's  atten- 
tion to,  through  the  medium  of  BdTs  Life,  which  we  here  subjoin,  and 
we  hope  he  will  prove  more  successful  than  others  who  have  for  years 
written  upon  the  subjects  therein  mentioned. 

'*  Mb.  EnxToa:— Allow  me  a  comer  of  your  influential  paper  for  a  few  obset^ 
vations  which  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  consideration  by  the  yachting  worid. 
Although  the  number  of  yachts  increases  every  year,  there  is  unfortunately 
more  and  more  difficulty  year  after  year  in  obtaining  entries  Ibr  even  the 
best  prizes  given  at  regattas.  How  is  that  to  be  accounted  for?  If  I  am 
not  greatly  mistaken  the  resson  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  several  circumstances. 
"  First  and  foremost,  the  prizes,  conditions  of  sailing,  and  the  date  of  re- 
gattas are  generally  made  public  too  late.  Secondly,  the  prizes  are  usoaUy 
too  insignificant,  considering  the  value  of  the  yachts  and  the  great  additional 
expense  of  racing  sails,  gear,  and  extra  hands,  besides  wear  and  tear.  Thitdly, 
in  consequence  of  the  difference  in  measurement  at  diffisrent  ports  and  clubs, 
there  is  often  an  uncertunty  as  to  what  size  the  vessel  will  measure.  Fourthly, 
the  days  on  which  the  regattas  are  fixed  are  not  so  managed  that  yachts, 
either  intending  to  race  or  look  on  and  by  their  presence  add  to  the  gaiety 
of  the  event,  can  possibly  attend.  Even  were  they  all  steamers  it  would  not 
be  possible,  because  not  only  is  there  but  an  interval  of  a  day  or  two  to  cover 
great  distances,  but  they  often  take  place,  although  within  a  few  miles  of  eadi 
other,  on  the  very  same  day,  viz.  Southampton  and  Cowes  regattas.  Fifthly, 
and  what,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  the  chief  reason  of  so  few  yachts  entering 
to  race,  is  the  habit  which  many  owners  of  racers  have  ef  stripping  them  mors 
or  less  completely,  making  them  mere  sailing  machines  and  unworthy  of  the 
name  of  yachts. 

"  Now  it  is  only  a  very  small  minority  of  the  yachts  which  race,  and  to 
this  small  minority  all  the  money  and  cups  subscribed  by  the  rest  of  the 
yachting  worid  and  the  general  public  (one  in  ten  thousand  only  of  whom 
is,  perhaps,  aware  of  this  practice),  is  inevitably  destined.  No  vessd  in 
its  usual  sailing  trim  stands  a  shadow  of  a  chance  with  an  equaUy  ftst 
vessel  devoid  of  her  internal  fittings,  bulkheads,  doors,  so&s,  &c.  Few 
people,  although  possessed  of  fast  vessels,  care  to  make  themselves  uncom* 
fortable  or  spoil  their  fittings  by  tearing  all  out  for  every  race,  even  supposing 
there  was  time  to  do  so.  (This  is  always  supposing  that  the  owner  lived  on 
board  his  yacht,  which  he  ought  to  do,  and  not  like  the  owners  of  some  of 
the  racing  yachts,  who  go  round  by  nul  to  the  various  ports  and  send 
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vessels  to  meet  them).  And  fewer  still  will  care  to  go  to  the  expense  of 
extra  hands  to  enter  against  and  be  beaten  by  a  vessel  perhaps  not  their  equal 
io  sailing,  and  certainly  not  in  comfort,  but  which,  being  cleared  out  entirely, 
is  nothing  bat  the  shell  of  a  boat  filled  with  sails  and  shot  bags.  All  vessels 
do  not  race  in  this  trim,  but  when  they  do  win  it  is  chiefly  against  vessel  of 
fkr  inferior  tonnage.  Against  one  of  their  own  tonnage  and  equal  in  sailing 
properties  they  would  never  win,  any  more  than  a  horse  out  of  training  would 
against  one  in  training. 

"As  to  that  abomination  of  shifting  ballast,  it  is,  I  hope,  condemned  by  every 
sailing  committee  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  of  course  always  easier  to  point  out 
faults  than  to  find  remedies  to  them.  For  such  deep-rooted  evils  radical 
reform  is  necessary.  The  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  has  set  a  good  example 
in  respect  to  measurement,  prizes  in  plate  instead  of  money,  good  arrange* 
ments  for  members  and  firiends  to  follow  the  races,  punctuality  in  starting, 
sealing  down  ballast,  strict  adherence  to  rules,  timely  advertisement  of  the 
days  and  conditions  of  matches,  and  general  management. 

**  In  order  to  settle  all  these  questions,  viz,  match  days  for  every  club  in  sudb 
succession  that  yachts  coold  attend,  mode  of  measurement,  sealing  down  of 
ballast,  racing  in  fair  cruising  trim,  and  giving  early  notice  of  amount  of  prizes 
and  conditions  of  r&ces,  it  would  be  advisable  that  a  committee,  consisting 
of  yacht  owners  principally,  should  be  chosen  by  each  royal  yacht  dub  (to 
which  might  be  added  the  commodores  and  secretaries),  and  should  meet  at 
the  most  convenient  period,  say  towards  Christmas  this  year,  in  London,  in 
order  to  come  to  an  understanding  for  the  future  in  respect  to  the  above- 
named  points.  It  could  then  be  seen  whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  meet 
every  year,  or  whether  it  could  be  managed  for  the  future  by  the  secretaries. 
As  the  gallant  Vice-Commodore  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  observed 
with  great  justice  in  his  speech,  **  A  person  should  be  appointed  to  examine 
every  yacht  before  starting,  and  decide  whether  she  was  in  ftir  cruising  trim." 
I  have  trespassed  already  too  much,  I  fear,  on  your  valuables  pace,  and 
shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  adding  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  one 
of  the  leading  clubs,  such  as  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  or  Royal  Thames 
Tacht  Club,  should  take  up  the  matter  energetically,  and  invite  the  other 
clubs  to  attend,  I  trust  that  you,  sir,  will  aid  the  object  in  view  by  your  power- 
ful advocacy. — Yours  &c, 

"A  Yacht  Ownxb.** 

On  reading  this^  which  appears  feasible  in  print,  will  he  take  the  lead 
ia  getting  up  a  committee  to  arrange  even  ods  point  of  the  five  men- 
tioned, for,  if  we  may  judge  by  past  experience  his  time  and  ink  has 
been  wasted,  unless,  indeed,  he  will  boldly  bring  it  forward  in  his  Club. 
It  may  so  happen  that  he  does  not  consider  his  influence  sufficient  to 
induce  hb  brother  members  to  entertain  the  question^— -if  so  that  is  im- 
material at  the  outset,  as  all  that  is  required  will  be  publicity,  and  that 
will  assuredly  follow  his  notice.  Let  him  not  hesitate,  for  the  aboTS 
eiter  does  him  infinite  credit^  and  it  would  be  much  regretted  if  he  now 
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left  it  at  the  mercy  of  others.  If  notice  be  at  ooce  given  yacht  owners 
will  have  leisure  to  discuss  its  merits.  It  is  commencing  the  business 
where  the  hitch  lies — and  we  again  assure  a  '*  Yacht  Owner"  that  imlesa 
he  personally  exert  himself,  his  letter  is  useless.  Should  he  be  euooessfal 
in  getting  a  Committee  many  ^  other  matters  could  be  discussed,  and 
amongst  them  we  would  call  especial  attention  to  the  following :-»• 

Mb.  Editor: — I  read  the  letter  signed  '*A  Yacht  Owner*'  with  great  saus- 
faction,  and  think  all  his  propositions  for  the  improvement  of  our  regattas^ 
particularly  that  of  a  central  committee  of  delegates  from  the  various  elubt 
highly  important.  There  is  one  point,  however,  which  be  did  not  touch  upon, 
and  which  he  probably  would  think  of  trivial  importance,  but  I  am  sure,  from 
long  observation, 'is  one  on  which  the  amusement  of  the  spectators  at  r^^attai 
very  much  depends.  I  allude  to  the  so-called  dUUnguuhmg  coUmnt  of  the 
yachts,  which,  in  many  instances,  are  so  much  alike  that  at  any  distance, 
even  with  a  good  glass,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  one  yacht  from  another,  unless 
you  know  them  by  some  other  marks  than  the  diHtnguishing  flags.  I  think 
the  committee  might  fairly  insist  on  the  yachts  carrying  flags,  not  only  of 
sufficient  size,  but  of  such  colours  as  to  be  easily  distinguished  from  each 
other.  I  also  think  that  yachts  accompanying  a  match  should  make  a  point 
of  carrying  their  ensigns,  to  prevent  their  being  confused  with  the  racing 
vessels.  If  you  will  kindly  find  a  corner  in  your  valuable  paper  for  these  few 
lines,  you  will  oblige,  yours,  &c. 

R.T.Y.C..  Sept.  7.  "  Buhtinq." 

The  inconvenience  of  not  being  able  to  distinguish  the  racing  flags 
has  long  been  a  source  of  grievance  to  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
yachts  whilst  racing.  A  correspondent  pointed  out  a  method  which 
would  obviate  this,  it  was  simply  to  stitch  a  flag  on  each  side  of  the 
mainsail,  near  to  the  peak,  in  addition  to  the  usual  flag  at  the  masthead. 
It  appears  probable  that  the  difficulty  now  complained  of  would  be  re- 
moved, at  any  rate  the  suggestion  is  worthy  of  a  trial. 

The  season  on  the  Thames  commenced  on  the  21st  of  May,  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  resuming  its  old  place  of  pioneer.  On 
which  occasion,  by  the  liberality  of  the  Commodore  (Mr.  R.  liewett,) 
and  the  Treasurer,  (Mr.  A.  Turner,)  two  splendid  silver  cups  were  pre- 
sented of  the  value  of  20  sovs.  and  lOsovs.  Six  vessels  started,  and  after 
an  excellent  contest  the  Bessie,  a  new  ten  tonner,  built  by  Harvey  of 
Wivenhoe,  won  the  first  prize,  and  Why-not  received  the  second. 

On  May  the  25th,  the  Ranelagh  put  forth  its  claim  to  be  dbtinguished 
in  the  racing  annals  of  yachting,  and  two  spirited  members  gave  prizes 
of  silver  cups  of  the  value  of  12  sovs.  and  5  sovs.  The  first  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  the  second  by  Mr.  Roe  ;  which  were  won  by  the  Little  Vixen, 
(first,)  Clara,  (second,)  May-fly,  last.  This  was  held  above  bridge,  and 
we  suggested,  from  the  numerous  impediments  met  with,  that  it  should 
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be  the  last  held  in  that  locality,  and  will  he  seen  our  suggestion  here- 
after has  been  successfully  entertained. 

On  the  memorable  first  of  June,  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club  hoisted 
the  *'City  Arms"  at  Erith,  to  open  Ua  season  of  racing,  and  two  matches 
were  sailed  on  that  occasion.  The  first  that  started  was  what  had  been 
named  the  '*  Extra  Match  "  between  small  Yachts  of  six  tons  and  under; 
fire  vessels  came  to  the  moorings  buoys.  The  breeze  freshened  during 
the  day,  and  these  lilliputians  had  at  times  as  much  as  they  could  well 
stagger  under.  The  Giraffe  received  the  first  prize  value  15  sovs.,  the 
Lancet  second  5  sovs.,  beating  Wee-pet,  Mayfly  and  Spray.  The 
next  match  was  between  the  Bessie,  Why-not,  and  Violet,  and  here 
the  chief  interest  of  the*  day  was  centered,  each  vessel  had  a  picked 
crew  on  board,  men  who  knew  every  inch  of  the  river,  and  fully  compe- 
tent to  make  tracks  where  most  required.  The  interest  taken  in  the 
match  was  evinced  by  the  anxiety  of  each  yacht's  partisans  scanning 
every  rope  and  spar ;  and  certainly  the  manner  these  little  models  were 
handled  justified  the  excitement,  and  anticipation  of  an  excellent  match. 
The  tactics  displayed  during  the  race  were  much  admired,  but  after  all 
an  unlucky  contretemps  caused  the  match  to  end  in  anything  but  a 
pleasant  mode,  for  in  consequence  of  a  foul  between  Bessie  and  Why-not, 
the  committee  had  the  unthankful  task  to  arbitrate  between  them  ;  and 
nltimately  the  decision  was  given  in  favour  of  Why-not,  which  received 
the  Silver  Basket  valued  20  sovs.  and  Violet  coming  in  third  received 
the  second  prize  5  sovs. 

On  Monday,  June  23rd,  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  unfurled  its 
banner,  and  splendid  and  beautiful  prizes  of  value  were  offered  for  com- 
petition between  two  classes  of  yachts  belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht 
Club.  Seven  of  the  first  class,  and  four  of  the  second  started,  and  firom 
the  size  of  the  vessels,  averaging  from  65  to  27  tons,  it  was  a  grand 
sight  to  see  them  underway  with  every  stitch  of  their  snowy  canvas  in- 
viting the  light  breeze  that  was  blowing  to  increase  its  fury,  but  in  vain. 
Old  Boreas,  the  lubber  would  not  wake  up,  although  divers  nautical 
mysteries  were  invoked.  The  want  of  wind  necessitated  the  respective 
crews  to  watch  every  ripple  and  current,  in  order  to  take  every  advantage 
of  the  chance.  Had  there  been  a  breeze  commensurate  with  the  powers 
of  the  competing  yachts,  this  would  have  been  one  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent scenes  ever  witnessed  on  the  Thames.  After  a  prolonged,  yet  still 
pleasing  race,  the  saucy  Thought  came  in  ahead  of  her  larger  sisters  of 
the  first  class,  and  received  the  reward  of  merit — a  magnificent  epergne 
and  stand,  value  100  sovs.  being  according  to  R.T.Y.  Club  laws  en- 
titled thereto,  although  only  entered  in  the  second  class.   This  regulation 
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is  •xoellent,  m  it  forms  a  great  stimulus  to  the  crews.  Osprej  came  ia 
secondi  and  therefore  received  the  first  prize  of  the  second  daaa,  smd  At 
Chtystabel  second  priie  oi  first  class,  and  Phantom  second  priae  of 
second  class. 

On  the  anniversary  of  the  great  victory  June  ISth,  this  Club  h^ 
another  tonmay  on  the  Thames,  when  again  two  classes  started,— end 
three  vessek  in  each  hoisted  their  canvas  to  a  hreeze  quite  aoffi^aent  to 
test  Uieir  abilities*  After  a  very  pretty  race  (especially  between  At 
small  fry)  to  the  Chapman  and  back  to  Erith,  the  Folly  received  SO 
sovs.  and  Don  Juan  10  sovs.  In  the  first  class  the  Eva  received  50  sovs. 
priie^  having  to  take  time  from  the  Cyclone  which  came  in  about  Gol 
ahead  of  her. 

On  the  3rd  of  July,  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club  held  its  second 
revel  giving  prizes  of  the  value  of  90  sovs.  which  was  divided  between 
first  and  second  vessels.  The  Chrystabel,  Queen,  Eva,  and  I^iantom 
represented  the  former  ;  Whbper  and  Oberon  the  latter.  There  was  a 
nice  topsail  breeze,  which  enabled  the  crews  to  make  the  most  of  the 
powers  their  yachts  possessed.  The  larger  class  went  round  ihe  Nors 
Light-ship  whilst  the  small  rounded  a  boat  off  Southend  pier.  The 
Phantom  in  the  former  gained  first  prize  50  sovs.  on  time  ;  Chrystabel 
receiving  second  prize  10  sovs.  The  Oberon  received  20  sovs  for  second 
class:  no  second  prize  being  given. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  the  river  from  Rosherville  was  the  rendesvoos  of 
a  numerous  flotilla  of  yachts,  containing  many  of  the  fair  and  fashionable; 
besides  three  or  four  steamers  foil  of  parties  who  take  interest  in  aquatic 
sports.     It  had  been  some  time  previous  announced  that  a  schooner 
match  would  come  off,  for  a  gprand  prize  value  100  sovs.  given  by  &e 
Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club.     Three  vessels  appeared  at  the  start,  vn: 
Alarm,  Galatea,  and  Albertine,  a  new  production  by  Inman.     The  race 
was  sailed  by  Ackers'  scale.     At  the  start  there  was  half  a  gale,  with 
every  indication  of  an  increase  as  they  proceeded  seaward.    After  getting 
clear  of  the  town  of  Gravesend,  and  more  into  the  open.  Alarm  appeared 
like  a  runaway  horse,  which  taking  the  bit  between  its  teeth,  shoots 
ahead  with  lightning  speed  ;  she  apparently  flew  through  the  water, 
dashing  the  waves  firom  her  prow  with  frantic  haste,  and  leaving  her  two 
competitors  far  behind,  drove  on  madly  to  the  Mouse  Light,  wldch  being 
rounded  she  met  the  Albertine  and  Galatea  on  the  downward  course. 
At  this  period  they  were  some  minutes  within  the  time  which  the  Alarm 
had  to  allow.     The  wind  had  increased  and  she  appeared  to  delight  m 
defying  the  powers  of  Boreas.    The  club  steamer  dare  not  leave  her,  or 
the  chances  were  she  would  not  be  in  time  at  the  goal  off  Greenhitbe. 
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It  18  almost  needless  to  say  she  won  the  trophy,  and  her  veteran  owner, 
(i)vho  sailed  in  her)  was  loudly  cheered  on  his  arrival.  Captain  John 
l^ichoUs  was  as  calm  as  usual,  hut  the  merry  smile  that  lit  up  his 
l>ffonzed  frontispiece  spoke  plainly  the  joyousness  of  his  heart. 

The  second  match  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  occurred  on  the 
18th  of  July  for  two  Silver  prizes,  one  of  20  sovs.  presented  by  Mr.  J. 
S.  Adam,  the  Vice-commodore  ;  and  the  other  of  10  sovs.  by  the  Club. 
Vessels  averaging  from  4  to  9  tons  started,  but  the  wind  was  almost  too 
much  for  the  lesser  craft.  However  after  a  severe  struggle  between  the 
Bessie  and  Why-not  in  particular,  the  former  was  hailed  the  winner  of 
the  first  prize,  and  of  course  Why-not  took  the  second. 

The  Ranelagh  Yacht  Club  broke  fresh  ground  for  their  second  and 
last  match,  and  we  must  not  reckon  it  an  above  bridge  club  any  longer. 
On  the  Ist  of  August  six  vessels  belonging  to  the  Club  started  from 
Woolwich  to  Roslierville  for  two  Silver  cups  :  one  of  the  value  of  15 
sovs.  was  presented  by  Mr.  W.  Boggett,  and  the  other  of  8  sovs.  by  the 
Commodore  Mr.  F.  Talfourd.  There  was  little  wind,  in  fact  not  suffi- 
cient generally  for  these  small  craft,  averaging  from  4  to  9  tons.  The 
Jessica  belonging  to  Mr.  Ingram  Pick,  was  the  winner  of  the  first,  the 
Giraffe  Mr.  D.  Hatcher,  the  second. 

This  closes  the  yacht  club  racing  on  the  Thames,  and  taken  as  a  whole 
we  have  never  seen  one  to  surpass  it.  The  liberality  of  the  members  of 
these  clubs  must  be  a  sufficient  sign  of  the  interest  felt,  individually  and 
collectively,  in  the  welfare  of  our  nautical  sports. 

In  former  times  when  we  had  done  with  the  Thames  we  could  run 
down  the  Eastern  coast  and  find  regattas, — Harwich  could  then  command 
a  day  or  two,  but  now  the  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club  is  scarcely  known 
to  be  in  existence,  and  certainly  after  the  promises  held  out  by  fresh 
blood  being  infused  into  the  management,  a  regatta  this  season  was 
anticipated.  Such  was  not  to  be  realized,  therefore  we  can  only  hope 
tiiat  some  attempt  will  be  made  next  year  to  resuscitate  this  once  flourish- 
ing Club.  Our  next  port  is  Lowestoft,  and  here  again  is  a  ftJling  off: 
no  inducement  is  held  out  for  yachts  to  attend,  and  however  successful 
the  matches  between  yawls,  yet  the  attendance  of  the  ^'-canvas  backs" 
would  give  a  greater  amount  of  amusement,  and  induce  a  larger  attend- 
ance of  spectators  by  which  all  the  inhabitants  would  be  benefitted. 
Yarmouth  again  has  no  yacht  racing  (except  as  at  Lowestoft  a  few  of 
the  river  boats).  Why  is  this  ?  It  certainly  must  be  to  the  interest  of 
the  town  that  yachtsmen  should  attend.  This  year  the  two  or  three 
that  did  show  their  bunting  were  treated  in  any  but  courteous  terms,^ 
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and  they  retired  in  dbgast,  TOwing  neTor  to  trust  to  the  Tonnoath 
pfomiaes  again. 

Great  Grinuby  has  it  appears  retired  from  the  aqoatic  world,  for  Derer 
since  the  season  of  1857,  when  some  trifling  difference  occuired  respect- 
ing the  decision  of  one  prize,  has  there  been  any  reg^atta  at  this  place. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  as  good  sport  was  generally  met  with  hen. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  influential  townspeople  will  endeavour  to  revive  it 

The  Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club  on  the  26th  and  26th  of  Jol j  oele- 
hrated  its  annual  regatta.  The  principal  match  on  the  first  day  was 
contested  by  Albertine,  Rapid,  Queen,  Amber  Witch,  and  Antagonist 
It  was  a  time  race,  the  Queen  received  the  principal  cap,  value  60  sovs. 
the  Amber  Witch,  a  new  yawl  by  Wanhill.  the  second  priae  of  1 5  sovs. 
valne.  The  next  match  for  two  cups  of  the  value  of  20  gmneas,  and  6 
guineas,  were  won  by  Undine  first,  and  Fairy  second.  On  the  second 
day  Mr.  T.  Holden  gave  a  cup  of  the  yalue  of  20  gruineas,  which  was 
won  by  Amber  Witch.  The  next  prise  of  10  sovs.  was  won  by  the 
Undine. 

The  Boston  Club  had  a  day's  amusement  which  was  confined  entirely 
to  the  vessels  belonging  to  it.  The  member  for  the  borough  Mr.  Mal- 
colm, g^ve  a  cup  of  the  value  of  30  sovs,  which  was  of  g^eat  assistance ; 
and  furthermore  he  has  promised  to  continue  that  sum  annually  as  long 
as  he  is  connected  with  the  town. 

On  the  4th  of  July  and  two  following  days  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht 
Club,  under  the  guidance  of  the  new  Commodore  (S.  R.  Graves,  Esq.,) 
and  an  excellent  practical  committee  shone  forth  with  more  splendour 
than  it  had  done  for  years.  There  was  no  longer  regrets  that  yachts 
kept  aloo^  for  each  match  filled  well,  and  with  ressels  of  great  repute. 
The  members  must  now  feel  conscious  that  it  only  required  real  energy 
on  the  part  of  the  officials  to  render  it  once  more  one  of  the  leading 
Clubs  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Last  year  one  solitary  match  was  all 
that  took  place  between  three  small  yachts,  but  this  season  we  find  12 
of  our  fastest  craft  engaged  in  two  matches  for  prises  of  100  sovs.  and 
75  sovs.  For  the  first,  seven  cutters — Andax,  North  Star,  Thought, 
Lnrline,  iBolus,  Glance  and  Osprey.  For  the  second,  five  schooners— 
Wildflower,  Diadem,  Cecilia,  Amy,  and  leme.  The  Osprey  recnved 
the  100  sov.  prise,  and  the  Diadem  the  75  sov.  prize.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  affairs  that  ever  came  off  in  the  Mersey.  On  the  5th 
Her  Majesty's  Cup  ralue  100  sovs.  (one  of  the  finest  spedmens  of  art 
that  has  been  produced,  an  engraving  of  which  we  intended  to  present  to 
our  readers,  but  the  photo'  sent  was  so  imperfect  we  could  not  copy  it) 
For  this  no  less  than  eighteen  yachts  entered,  but  only  eight  started. 


YACHTING   IN   1861.  535 

7he  cfintest  was  seyere,  and  the  Thought  and  .£olu8  were  the  headmoat 
(aa  placed)  at  the  finish,  but  unfortunately  they  did  not  arrive  until  after 
the  stipulated  hour  (9h.  p.m.)  consequently  the  Thought  was  debaned 
from  receiTing  the  reward  she  was  so  justly  entitled  to  by  beating  her 
larger  opponents.  Therefore  on  the  following  day  it  was  again  sailed 
i»hen  the  .^lolus  came  in  considerably  ahead  of  Thought,  and  received 
the  prize.  The  oup  of  25  sots,  was  won  by  the  Vision,  beating  Bijou, 
Uaidee,  and  Ethel.  Without  exception  this  was  the  best  regatta  ever 
known  on  the  Mersey,  and  we  may  hope  its  only  a  forerunner  of  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club. 

The  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  regatta  was  held  on  the  9th  and 
10th  July,  and  the  purse  of  100  sovs.  was  won  by  the  Chance,  beating 
the  Anita  and  leme.  The  second  race  was  between  five  cutters,  via.-^ 
Atalanta,  Ripple,  Banba,  Surprise  and  Swallow.  The  first  named 
received  the  priae  30  sovs.  Our  notice  of  this  race  was  very  short,  and 
we  are  informed  by  one  gentleman  whose  yacht  was  in  the  race  which 
**  sailed  badly,  being  out  of  trim"  that  we  had  done  "great  injustice  to 
Banba,  which  was  leading  well  when  she  twice  carried  away  her  bobstay*'' 
We  inserted  the  report  as  we  received  it,  and  can  only  add  we  regret  it 
was  not  more  explicit.  If  yacht  owuers  would  only  give  themselves  a 
little  trouble  to  give  us  the  true  proceedings  there  should  be  nothing  to 
complain  of,  as  we  are  perfectly  impartial,  and  our  dearest  friends  could 
not  induce  us  knowingly  to  give  a  wrong  statement.  Another  match 
was  between  small  vessels,  for  a  purse  of  10  sovs.  which  was  won  by  the 
Brenda,  beating  Armada  and  Azalia.  On  the  second  day  the  Glance, 
Atalanta,  and  .£olus  started  for  a  prize  of  50  sovs.  which  the  former 
received,  both  her  competitors  meeting  with  accidents.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  schooner  race  between  Chance,  Wildflower,  and  Rowena, 
when  the  former  being  the  only  yacht  which  completed  the  course 
received  the  prize  50  sovs.  There  was  one  more  race  between  small 
yachts  for  a  purse  of  7  sovs.  this  was  won  by  the  Lily,  beating  E^ith 
and  Fern. 

The  Queenstown  Yacht  Club  Regatta  came  off  on  the  27th  and  2dth 
of  June  and  were  commenced  with  a  prize  of  100  sovs.  for  which  Osprey, 
Audax,  Sibyl,  Avalanche,  and  Lurline  started.  This  the  first  named 
won,  beating  Audax  lOs.,  in  fbct  so  beautifully  was  the  race  sailed  thai 
between  Osprey  first,  and  Sibyl  last,  only  3m.  and  20s.  intervened. 
The  prize  of  20  sovs.  was  won  by  the  Zaffa,  beating  Fairy.  On  the 
second  day  LaTraviata,  Echo,  Urania  and  Camilla  (America)  started  for 
a  prize  of  70  sovs.  which  was  won  by  LaTraviata  by  time.  For  the  25 
sovs.  prize  the  Flirt  "  walked  over.** 
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The  Roytl  Irish  Regmito  on  the  IGtfa  of  June  hronght  a  Ufge  fleel 
of  yachts  to  Kingstown  harbour,  most  of  whom  were  Tessels  that  had 
gained  a  name  for  speed.  The  first  priie  was  of  the  value  of  50  ginnesi 
open  to  all  yachts.  Nine  noted  crafib  started,  and  after  an  ezoeediDg 
well  handled  race  the  Andaz  came  in  6m.  3s.  ahead  of  Osprey,  eeeond 
▼essel.  The  next  raoe  was  for  30  sots,  which  the  Thought  won  by  time. 
In  our  general  report  of  this  match  (p.  402)  we  should  have  stated  that 
the  Surprise  was  withdrawn  the  night  previous  to  the  regatta  fixMn  tfaii 
and  all  other  matches  for  which  she  had  entered  at  Kingstown.  The 
first  day's  sport  closed  with  a  match  for  10  sots,  which  the  Magnet  won, 
beating  the  cracks  Virago,  Dove,  Bijou,  and  Ripple.  The  second  day 
commenced  with  another  100  soy.  prize,  for  whidi  eight  out  of  the  nine 
that  started  the  previous  day  contested:  the  Osprey  reversed  the  order 
and  came  5m.  26s.  ahead  of  .£olus  second,  and  6m.  and  40s.  of  Andaz, 
third.  For  the  purse  of  50  sovs.  the  Diadem  was  declared  the  winner, 
beating  Rowena  and  Amy.  The  next  race  for  80  sovs,  was  won  fay 
Thought  beating  Coolan,  and  five  others.  Throughout  the  regatta  the 
wind  was  all  that  yachtsmen  could  desire^  plenty  of  it,  and  finom  the 
right  points  to  try  the  qualities  of  all. 

The  Ocean  Raoe,  July  19th,  this  was  from  Kingtown  to  Cork,  and 
nxteen  yachts  of  all  rigs  started  from  the  former  place  at  Ilh.  a.m. 
with  a  light  S.S.E.  wind,  and  the  sea  smooth.  The  wind  of  the 
previous  days  being  entirely  exhausted.  When  off  Bray  Head  the 
breeze  freshened  from  N.W.  which  fiivoured  the  Osprey  especially,  and 
throughout  the  night  she  continued  to  lead,  closely  followed  by  Ava- 
lanche, until  the  latter  fell  into  a  calm,  whilst  the  Osprey  still  favoured 
passed  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  house  at  7h.  35m.  p.m.  on  the  20th, 
and  was  declared  the  winner. 

July  2drd,  Cork,  the  oldest  Yacht  Club  in  the  world  threw  open  its 
hospitable  doors  to  all  yachtsmen  who  attended  this  day  to  celebrate  the 
Annual  Regatta—for  which  ample  funds  had  been  provided.  The  first 
match  was  for  the  Carlisle  prize,  value  60  sovs.;  four  yachts  started*  vb: 
iBolus,  Audax,  Pearl  and  Osprey.  Pearl  came  in  a  winner  only  2m. 
22s.  ahead  of  Osprey,  no  time  being  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage. 
The  second  match  was  for  45  sovs.  time  race.  Nine  started:  Avalanche 
came  in  first,  but  having  to  allow  3m.  ^Os.  to  Glance,  the  latter  i  s 
declared  the  winner.  Second  day, — The  first  race  was  for  a  prize^  va  e 
100  sovs.  time  race.  Seven  started  and  the  Glance  received  the  pri  ); 
although  she  came  in  third.  The  next  prize  was  50  sovs.  for  schoonc  i^ 
no  time  allowed.  Four  started,  and  the  Viking  came  in  first,  beati:  ^ 
Galatea,  Diadem,  and  Ella.    The  third  match  was  for  the  CanoU  Ch  • 
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lenge  Cup,  value  50  sovs.  with  30  soys,  added.  This  the  Lurline  won, 
beating  Coolan  and  Fairy,  The  last  yacht  race  was  a  prize  of  20  sovs. 
^ven  hy  the  River  Steam  Company,  between  small  yachts.  This  the 
Fawn  won  by  some  minutes. 

The  Royal  Western  Tacht  Club^  (Plymouth)  commenced  its  regatta 
on  the  20th  of  August,  which  is  held  in  connexion  with  the  Town 
Regatta.  The  first  race  was  for  two  prizes,  and  four  schooners  started. 
After  a  sharp  contest  the  Albertine  came  in  first,  followed  by  Zouave, 
and  Mistletoe,  Being  a  time  race  the  Zouave  received  80  sovs.  and 
Albertine  20.  The  next  yacht  race  was  for  the  Town  Plate,  value  60 
80V8.  for  which  only  the  Audax  and  Phantom  started.  The  prize  was 
awarded  to  the  Audax  (see  p.  416).  There  was  some  rather  discredi- 
table proposition  made  to  the  winner  previous  to  starting,  which  we  had 
hoped  to  have  seen  denied,  but  as  such  has  not  been  done  we  fear  it  is 
too  true.  The  Tradesman's  Plate  of  25  sovs.  was  won  by  the  Folly, 
beating  Souvenir  and  Scud.  The  cup  given  by  Mr.  Pearse,  (Royal 
Hotel)  value  10  g^neas,  was  won  by  Ida  beating  Enigma.  Second 
day,  the  Queen's  Cup,  value  100  sovs.  was  contested  by  Albertine, 
and  Mistletoe  (schooners)  Annie,  (bermudian)  Audax  and  Arrow  (cut- 
ters.) In  our  account  (p.  416)  we  have  inadvertently  styled  all  the 
above  schooners.  '  The  Arrow  and  Audax  soon  singled  themselves  out 
from  the  ruck,  with  the  Albertine  in  attendance,  the  Arrow  in  the  second 
ronnd  having  lost  the  breeze,  but  the  others  retained  it:  the  Audax  came 
in  a  winner.  The  Ladies*  Plate,  value  15  guineas  was  won  by  the  Ida; 
and  the  10  sov.  prize  for  small  yachts  by  the  Gem. 

The  Royal  Victoria  Tacht  Club  commenced  its  regatta  on  Aug.  Idth, 
when  the  Arrow,  Thought,  Chrystabel,  and  Audax  started,  the  former 
wining  the  first  prize  50  sovs.  and  Chrystabel  10  sovs.  The  second  day 
Thought  won  the  50  sovs.  and  Chrystabel  received  10  sovs.  by  time. 
The  schooner  match  was  between  Aline,  Le  Reve,  and  Evangline,  when 
Aline  won  50  sovs.,  and  Le  Reve  10  sovs.  This  regatta  was  not  so 
successful  as  its  supporters  desired,  owing  to  some  hitch  respecting  the 
allowance  of  lime. 

(To  he  eanUnued.) 


Note. — In  the  following  tables  the  yachts  whose  names  are  in  iialiei 
came  in  firsts  but  owing  to  allowance  of  time,  did  not  receive  the  prizes. 


HUNT  8  YACHTING  HAOAZIRB. 


I    i 


ll 

11 


SIS' 


.1 


.     S 


II  ISliS 


la  = 


g   jll    ll 


lllMJl 


iiP  ?!  rill 


4    I 


51 


^      fed        .      WQu|4=a 


B*ap      -its       3cSia       S       ?aii       SEP 

list  as    sail  I  ||B.  If 


is 

a  J 

s  2 


8UUHAKT   OF   WINNING   TACHTS. 


1* 


is 

II II 


II 

'"I 
"•I 

■§1 

If 


M 


i  i 


?l  sj 


^- 


5iiii  1  ^i«m  I  irfiii 


HUNT  S  TAOHTING  HAQAZDIB. 


3  II. 
I  111 

mk 

^  o.'J  a  rf  o. 
Ib  HISS'S 

llllJl 


Mil 
Hill 


5  S  I 

If  I 
I II  .J 


<^  It 


lUIII  iJJIi  J  nil*  '?iji 


oWciCa^i _  _ 


<£<»    B^ 


-^1 
t-     i 

11"  Si 


lism  I'i^ii'^ 


n1 


la  I 


BUHMAar   OF   WINNING  TA0HT8. 


^ 

•3 

i     s 

.5   a      1 

1 
f 

1 

II  i 

mi  111] 

1 
« 

ll 

III  la^olll 

1   1              s 

flt!  It 

III!  II  1 

ri 

"a 

1 

1 

8 
1 

j  1  1 

•m 

1 

i 

1 

i 

i|i 

i 

i 

1 

If 

X 

'JK'J    0(2-flc 

ra'o 

.4«S    2jSSjg 

"<-;< 

^ffl  J 

-;  ItJ     dS^£t^^«3 

^^«- 

fed  ^ 

I 

~°°            -         -- 

r-f.       - 

3    33         3    3    3    = 

=33     S5s5=3 

1 
1 

rf 

1     1 

III  1 

;  1 

si, 

m 

■< 

1 

1 

• 

ll 

IJ 

■     1  \ 

ii 

1  ■  • 

ill 

ij 

:^> 

.-1 

& 

n" 

^    1 

! 

i    ■  $    1 

1  -S 

^!  '^ 

1 

5 

g        - 

0 

i    i 

1 

i 

s 

a 

.id 

g 

O 

1 

°          B 

KO.  12,— VOL.  X, 


.   8UHMART  OF  WINHINQ   YACHTS. 


Ill 


II 


I  1 


is  i 


I  M  Us 


im  III  I  it  S3  iff 


H 


'3  lij 


II 

a?   j; 


II 


r  * 


g  g     3 


TABLE   OF   AMOUNTS  WOIT. 


543 


Yacht's  Names 


Albertine...... 

Molvu 

Alarm 

Aline 

Arrow 

A'alanta 

Aadax 

Asalia 

I^nba 

Bclvldere^..., 

Blue  Bell 

Bessie 

Brenba 

Brunette  (2),. 

Chance 

Chrystabel ... 

Clara. 

Corsair 

Diadem 

Don  Juan.. .. 

Kcha 

Krn 

Fawn 

Flirt. 

Folly  

Glance ... 

Gem 

Giraflfe 

Haidee... 

Ida 

Jessica 

Jilt.... 

Lancet 

J^Trayiata. 

Le  HeTe  

Lurline 

Lily 

Little  Vizen.. 

Magnet 

Meta. 

Oberon.. 

Osprey.. 

Pembroke 

Phantom 

Pearl 

Queen 

Ked  Rover. 

Sappho 

Thought 

Undioe- 

Vampire 

Vesper. 

Viking. 

Violet 

Violet 

Virago 

Vision 

Wanderer. 

Why-not 
Zouave... 
ZuflTa  .... 


Owners 


r»«  •  ■  •  •  I 


Lord  Londesborough... 

C.  T.  Couper,  Esq 

J.  Weld,  Esq 

Capt  Thullussm 

T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq 

N.  Arnold,  Esq 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq 

J.  CaropbelU  Esq 

W.  L  Doherty,  Esq.... 

r.  M   Read.  Esq 

S.  Padley,  Esq 

J.  II.  Hedge,  Esq 

D.  Mclver,  Esq 

R.  Sharp,  Esq.. 

J.  Richardson,  Esq.., 
H.  H.  Kennard,  Esq... 

S.  A.  Bfoore,  Esq. 

Capt.  B.  Holmes,  

J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq.... 

W.  Cooper,  Esq 

K.  Dewing,  Lsq 

W.  R.  Gade,  Esq 

F.  Holmes,  Esq 

H.  H.  0*Bryen,  Esq.... 

W.  L  Parry.  Esq 

A.  Duncan,  Esq 

T.  Brown,  Esq 

D.  G.  Hatcher,  Esq.... 

W.  Turner,  Esq 

R.  Hoskings,  Esq 

I.  Pick,  Esq 

J.  Bridson,  Esq 

J.  D.  Delany,  Esq 

W.  D.  Seymour,  Esq... 

Lieut  Col.  Evelyn 

J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq 

J.  tJre,  Esq... 

J.  Gardner,  Esq | 

E.  J.  Bolton,  Esq 

Hon.  R.  King 

J  D.  Uewett  Esq 

Col.  R.  W.  Huey 

r.  B.  Boland,  Esq 

S.  Lane,  Esq 

A.  Cox,  Esq 

Capt  Whitbread 

B.  Nightingale,  Esq.... 
H.  L.  Barton,  Esq 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.... 

Capt  Cator. 

— Everett  Esq 

G.  A.  Bevan,  Esq 

Sir  A.  Stirling  Bart.... 

J.  R  Kirby,  Esq. 

r^rd  De  Bos. 

Jt  A.  Lyie,  Esq ... 

C.  H.  Coddington,  Esq 

J.  L.  Barber,  Esq 

C.  J.  Gray,  Esq 

R.  Arabin,  Esq 

A.  Hargraves,  Esq  ... 


Times 
BUrtd 


9 
7 
3 
1 
S 
3 

12 
2 
2 
6 
8 
3 
2 
I 
4 
6 
I 

2 
4 
1 
I 
4 
I 
I 
2 

li 
I 
2 
2 
1 
1 
.*> 
I 
I 
1 

11 
1 
1 

4 

1 

I 

10 

1 

3 
1 

3 

5 

] 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

7 

2 

I 

2 


Timrs 
Won 


I 

I 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

6 

2 

2 

i 

I 

1 

3 
1 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 

2 
1 
1 

5 
1 

2 

I 

2 

4 

I 

6 

2 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

I 


Value 
L      s. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
10 
12 


20 
100 
300 

50 
150 

50 
282 

12 
ch.  cp. 

35    0 

15 

30 

10 

7 

150 

180 

6 

10 
125 


Builders,  fto. 


10 
7 
50 
20 
25 
30 
^10 
10 
23 
21 
15 
15 
110 
5 
70 
10 
80 
7 
12 
10 
35 
20 
400 
20 
70 
60 
60 
80 
20 
265 
31 
10 
5 
50 
20 
5 
12 
40 
20 
30 
80 
20 


Inman 

Fyffe 

Inman 

Camper 

Inman 

Marshall 

Harvey 

Fyflb 

MarshaU 

Read  N.  ft  S.  Club 

Mare 

Harvey 

Fyflfe 

Fyffe,  jun. 

Simons 

Aldous 

Burney 

Fyffe 

Wanhilt 

Hatcher 

Owner 

WanhiU 
Oliv.  Cork  Club 
0  Wheeler 

Payne 

Hatcher 

R.  W.  Y.  C. 

Altrd.  by  Hatcher 

Hatcher 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 
0 


0 

o\ 
e 

0 
0 

15 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

15 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Waterman 

Hatcher 

Sawyer 

Blackie 

Thomas 

WanhiU 

Arbuthnot 

Ranelagh  Club 

andCh.  C.Holden 

(Challenge  Cup) 

Thames  Iron  Club 

White  E.  Cowea 

Kinsale 

Penny 

Sainty 

Wanhill 

N.  &  S.  Cluh 

White,  Kingstown 

Hatcher 

R.  Yorkshire  Qub 

N.  &  S.  Club 

vVallis 

Katsey 

Aldous  (schooner) 

Aldous 

Irish  Model 

Benson 

and  Trafford  ch.  c 

Hatcher 

Inraan 

Henessy 
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SKETCHES  OF  NAVAL  LIFE, 


BT   AN   OLD   SALT. 


CHAPTER  XV. 
As  I  lay  sick  and  faint  on  the  captain's  8oCB^  retomiDi^  ooi 
by  no  means  seemed  to  aid  my  powers  of  discrimination,    Ibr  I  tt 
fairly  bewildered  by  what  I  saw,  as  I  then  thought,  in  a  kind  of  dnat 

In  the  first  place  there  was  our  awful  captain  and  Bill  Williams,  tb 
main-topman^  shaking  hands  together  as  if  for  dear  life;  an  act»  wde 
any  circumstance,  not  very  easy  of  comprehension;  and  our  docttH*  wipinf 
a  lancet  and  smiling  upon  me,  and  the  steward  holding  a  basin  in  wU 
blood  was  beginning  to  flow  ;  and  then  the  captain,  leavings  off  sfaakiiig 
hands  with  Billy,  began  a  string  of  the  most  strange  apologies  to  sa 
so  much  so  that  I  was  fairly  bewildered  ;  and  the  doctor,  seeing  tfai^ 
told  the  eaptain  not  to  speak  to  me  just  then,  but  to  wait  till  I  was  hiBj 
restored  to  my  senses. 

Then  I  fiiinted  away  again,  it  seems  ;  for  on  my  return  to  coosdosh 
ness,  there  was  only  the  doctor  and  Bill  Williams  present,  and  the  doctar 
gave  me  something  to  drink,  and  told  me  to  be  quiet  and  go  to  sleep  ; 
and  so  I  did,  after  feebly  begging  that  Billy  might  stay  by  me,  as  I  iek 
afraid  of  something  or  other,  but  couldn't  exactly  tell  what.     I  dosed 
all  that  night  away,  and  awoke  in  the  morning  much  recovered,  bat  veiy 
sore,  and  ray  head  like  a  big  lump  of  dough,  and  as  if  a  giant  were 
kneading  it  into  bread  with  his  knuckles.     As  soon  as   I  was  fiuriy 
awake,  Billy  called  the  captain  by  his  orders  ;  and  as  he  came  out  of  hii 
berth,  Williams  went  on  deck,  and  he  came  to  me  and  took  my  hand     i 
and  tried  to  say  something,  but  failed;  and  all  was  still  as  death,  but  his 
own  painful  way  of  breathing,  which  frightened  me»  until  I  fel(  a  hot     ' 
tear  upon  my  cheek  as  the  captain  kissed  my  forehead  and  murmured, 
^'  My  dear  boy,  can  you  forgive  my  violence  to  you  ?*'    I  clasped  mj 
arms  about  his  neck  and  kissed  him,  as  if  he  were  my  dear  mother,  and 
we,  yes,  we,  had  a  jolly  good  cry  together  ;  the  strong  man's  and  weak 
boy's  hearts  were  both  full,  and  would  overflow  in  spite  of  us.    Obi  that 
tear,  how  I  remember  it ;  what  special  pleader  oould  urge  such  claims       ' 
for  pardon,  or  offer  up  such  an  atoning  sacrifice  as  that  ?    The  hi^ 
man's  silent  and  sorrowing  token  of  repentance  for  violence  done  to  hii    ^^ 
poor  wee  middy.     How  it  made  me  love  him  and  him  me ;  talk  about 
letting  fall  marlinspikes  indeed  :  I  might  have  set  fire  to  or  scuttled  his 

*  Continued  frompage  489. 
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Deal  gig^  or  slept  on  my  watch,  or,  in  short,  anything  but  read  the  various 
love  letters  I  had  to  carry  for  him  to  a  certain  fair  lady,  and  he  would  have 
pardoned  me  without  a  word.  And  so/  I  lay  in  the  cabin  that  day  in  a 
dozey,  stupid  sort  of  way;  but  after  another  night's  sleep  I  was  fit  to  stir 
about,  and  would  have  gone  to  my  duty  again,  but  the  captain  would 
not  hear  of  it,  so  I  remained  a  sort  of  cabin  passenger,  and  felt  quite  as 
if  I  liked  it  too.  But,  at  the  end  of  a  week  I  begged  leave  to  return  to 
my  duty,  which  was  granted,  and  I  joined  my  brother  middies  as  large 
as  life,  having  become  a  sort  of  small  hero,  from  trying  to  screen  Billy  at 
the  expense  of  a  fractured  skull,  although  I  am  in  candour  bound  to 
state,  that  had  I  known  what  was  coming,  I  should  have  thought  twice 
before  putting  myself  within  the  horns  of  such  a  dilemma. 

I  was  still  excused  keeping  a  night  watch,  but  the  next  morning  found 
me  in  the  maintop,  and  hearing  all  the  news  since  my  confinement- 
First,  and  best  of  all,  **  Bob  Bentley  **  was  not  found  out,  although  his 
brother  (alias  husband)  swore  he  was,  and  the  first  lieutenant  was  usurp- 
ing his  prerogative,  for,  in  short,  he  was  the  victim  of  a  very  violent 
and  uncalled  for  fit  of  jealousy.  Next  best  news  was  that  some  daring 
person  or  persons  unknown  had  taken  one  of  the  maindeck  ladders  out 
of  its  bottom  cleats,  and,  greasing  it,  had  seemed  it  to  the  stanchion  by 
a  chafed  ropeyam,  just  before  the  master-at-arms  went  his  rounds,  and 
Old  Scratch,  on  descending  to  see  if  all  lights  were  out,  was  precipitated, 
ladder  and  all,  on  the  maindeck,  with  a  force  that  made  his  ribs  rattle 
again,  and  sent  him  to  the  sick  bay  for  three  days,  producing  an  acerb- 
idity  of  temper  dangerous  to  boys  coming  within  reach  of  his  rattan.  I 
also  had  a  long  yarn  with  Bill  Williams,  who  seemed  out  of  spirits  some 
way,  and  who  could  not  help  thinking  the  captain  owed  him  a  grudg» 
for  snatching  me  out  of  hb  arms,  and  that  he  would  be  sure  to  ''sweat*' 
(a  nautical  term  for  punish)  him  for  it  some  day  or  other.  I  ridiculed 
the  idea,  and  ask  Billy  if  I  had  not  seen  them  shaking  hands  together 
in  the  cabin,  to  which  Billy  assented,  adding — **You  sees,  sir,  I  gives 
our  skipper  full  credit  for  meaning  friendly  towards  a  poor  feller  like  me, 
as  only  hacted  wiolent  acause  I  thought  you  was  dead,  but  I  teared  you 
away  from  him  afore  all  hands,  and  called  him  a  murderer  on  the  quarter- 
deck, and  hell  never  be  able  to  draw  the  overhand  knots  o'  that  job 
through  his  teeth  till  he's  drawed  the  map  of  the  world  on  my  back  with 
the  cat-o'-nine-tails  ;  for  besides  that,  I  tolled  him  it  was  me  as  let  fall 
the  marlinspike,  and  not  you,  and  I  felt  as  how  he  thought  me  a  poor 
twice-laid  sneak  of  a  feller  for  leaving  you  to  take  the  blame  of  it  I" 

Now,  as  I  found  Billy  was  resolute  in  sticking  to  this  very  crude  idea»  I 
just  dropped  the  subject  altogether,  hoping  time  would  prove  him  wrong, 
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as  I  knew  our  captain  was  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  owe  him  anj  kind 
of  a  grudge  for  what  had  passed  :  so  matters  went  on  for  another  week 
or  ten  days  in  their  old  jog-trot  way,  Billy  still  looking  by  no  means  in 
his  former  free  and  easy  way,  but  doing  his  duty,  and  being  good  friends 
with  everybody. 

However,  shortly  after  this,  Jem  Bently  said  he  wanted  to  speak  to 
me  "p^rtiklar,"  so  I  asked  him  to  carry  op  my  spyglass  to  the  topmast 
crosstrees,  and,  whilst  I  was  pretending  to  scan  the  horizen  very  earnest- 
ly,  he  told  me  '*as  how  Bill  Williams  had  had  a  dream,  as  had  told  him 
he  was  to  die  in  fourteen  days,  and  he  had  it  three  nights  runnin',  and 
had  seen  his  otim  ghost  a  standin*  by  his  hammock  side,  dripping  wet» 
and  he  believed  it,  for  he'd  never  touched  no  grog  for  three  days,  and 
the  mess  hoped  as  I'd  do  summut  to  put  it  out  of  his  heath" 

Welly  I  knew  Billy  to  be  as  full  of  superstition  as  an  egg*s  full  of 
meat,  as  the  saying  is,  so  I  was  aware  it  was  no  use  arguing  the  matter 
over  with  him,  and  I  felt  perfectly  ashamed  of  speaking  to  the  first  lieo* 
tenant  about  it ;  but  on  looking  earnestly  at  Billy,  I  found  the  wh<^e 
happy  expression  of  his  face  so  changed,  that  my  scruples  about  being 
laughed  at  gave  way  at  once,  and  I  told  Mr  H— -  the  whole  affair,  and 
Billy's  fears  as  to  the  captain  bringing  him  up  with  a  round  turn  about 
me  to  the  bargain.  Instead  of  laughing,  Mr  H— >  said  he  was  greatly 
obliged  to  me,  and  asked  me  to  call  the  doctor,  and  repeat  the  whole  to 
him;  I  did  so,  and  they  both  agreed  to  find  out  that  Billy  w<u  seriously  ill, 
and  that  he  must  forthwith  be  laid  up,  and  bled  and  blistered,  ftc,  or, 
as  Mr  II —  nautioally  observed,  <' raked  fore  and  aft."  In  the  meantime, 
the  matter  was  told  the  captain,  who  felt  very  sorry  about  it,  and  after 
aoDSulting  together,  the  captain,  Mr  H — ,  and  the  doctor  agreed  to  let 
all  stand  till  the  hands  were  bugled  to  divisions.  When  this  took  place, 
and  Mr  U —  was  passing  Williams  at  his  station,  he  stopped  short, 
looked  hard  at  him,  and  said  "  Bless  my  soul,  Williams,  whalAi  the 
matter  with  you,  eh  ?** 

«*  Nuthin',  sir." 

**  Nothing,  my  good  fellow,  why  you  are  as  yellow  as  a  guinea,  and 
gone  down  in  flesh  from  a  sheet  anchor  to  a  kedge  ;  here  you  boy,  ask 
the  doctor  to  come  here,  or,  no,  hold  on  ;  young — ,  take  Williams  quietly 
to  the  doctor^s  berth,  and  he  can  see  him  there  when  divisions  are  over." 

This  I  accordingly  did,  and  the  doctor  gave  as  beautifully  unaffected 
a  start  on  seeing  him,  as  if  he  had  really  been  his  own  ghost,  exclaim- 
ing, "  Halloa,  ease  of  fever,  sit  down  my  man,  what's  your  name,  eh  ?** 

«  William  BiUiter." 

"  Yes,  oh  aye,  I  know  you ;  your  nurse,  young*-,  eh ;  let  me  feel 
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your  pnke^ quick,  quick,  yelocipedal,  very  ;  full,  too  full,  fever,  eir,  fever; 
put  out  your  tongue  my  man — rabbit's  back,  ah,  furry,  very  ;  head,  let 
me  feci  it— hot,  shocking  ;  throbbing,  brain  slightly  inflamed,  congestion 
may  ensue  ;  feet  cold,  eh,  yes,  don't  answer,  my  man,  I  hnato  it  Pain 
across  the  back,  eh,  'umph,  certainly :  now  my  good  fellow,  why  the 
deuce  didn't  you  come  to  me  sooneri  eh  7* 

**  Please,  sir,  I  didn't  know  as  I  was  ill,  sir,  afore  you  told  me,  sir." 

"  You  didn't  know  you  were  ill,  my  man  ;  no,  certainly  not ;  when 
did  a  willing  able  seaman  like  you  ever  think  so  till  he  was  dying.  Now, 
my  lad,  just  look  here,  his  Majesty  pays  me  to  see  when  you  are  ill,  and 
then  cure  you.  Now,  sir,  look  at  me,  sir,  do  you  mean  to  say  you're 
not  ill,  sir,  when  your  mind's  deranged,  sir  ;  have  you  good  and  quiet 
sleep,  sir,  no  dreams,  eh,  speak  the  truth,  sir^visions  of  the  night,  eh, 
ghosts,  sir,  ghosts  ?" 

Poor  Billy  stared  at  the  doctor,  and  thinking  him  endowed  with 
second  sight,  stammered  out,  **  Please,  sir,  I  owns  to  the  ghost,  but  not 
to  no  wisions  as  I  knows  of;  if  so,  sir,  if  it  come  o'bein'  ill,  sir,  you 
can  give  me  anything  you  likes,  and  I'll  take  it  if  its  kills  me." 

'*  Very  well,  my  man,  then  I'll  have  you  all  right,  let  me  see,  say  in 
a  fortnight  ^m  this  time,  so  go  to  the  sick  bay,  and  I'll  take  a  little 
blood  from  you  to  begin  with,  then  a  slight  and  gentle  aperient  eompo^ 
eiiumy  ha,  hem,  calomel,  15  grains,  cumrhUf  &c..  In  deiot  pilultc^-heg 
pardon,  Latin  my  good  fellow,  all  Grreek  to  you,  eh— -«imply  means  clear 
you  out." 

With  this  Willy  sneaked  off  to  the  sick  bay,  where  he  was  bled  and 
physicked  to  any  extent^  and  ordered  on  no  account  to  go  on  deck  or 
leave  the  sick  bay  for  fear  of  a  relapse  taking  place  ;  the  captain  next 
morning  in  visiting  the  sick,  being  most  kind  in  his  enquiries  as  to  how 
his  head  was,  and  if  he  had  slept  better,  kc.  When  the  official  visit 
was  over,  I  stole  down  to  see  my  friend  Billy  and  have  a  chat  with  him, 
and  most  certainly  he  looked  sick  enough  for  anything,  but  he  whispered 
to  me,  '*  Laws  bless  you,  sir,  our  doctor  for  all  his  skill,  ain't  no  man  at 
the  mind  arter  all,  for  all  his  bleedings  and  physickings  couldn't  keep 
the  ghost  away  last  night,  for  I  seed  it  come  in  with  a  magazine  lan- 
tborn  in  its  hand,  and  i^r  looking  at  all  the  otther  rick  men,  just  like 
a  real  loblolly  boy,  it  cum'd  and  stood  over  me  and  said,  when  it  seed 
my  eyes  shut,  **  The  Lord  preserve  us,  what  a  change!^  meaning  be- 
tween me  and  it»  you  sees,  sir."  This  said  ghost  being  nothing  but  our 
cadaverous  doctor's  assistant,  a  tall,  gaunt,  Scottish  lad,  who  certainly 
looked,  as  our  purser  said,  '*  Like  a  banyan-day  put  upon  short  allow- 
ance;" and  who  went  round  at  midnight  to  see  how  the  rick  were  going 
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on,  robed  in  a  dirty  white  pair  of  drawers  and  a  shirt,  and  looking  ex- 
tremely like  a  very  seedy  ghost  indeed. 

The  next  day  Mr.  H  ■■  told  me  to  have  an  eye  on  Billy,  and  cbeer 
him  upy  at  the  same  time  causing  him  to  believe  in  his  being  sick ;  and 
I  then  mentioned  what  he  had  said  about  young  Macalister,  when  he 
laughed,  and  told  that  young  man  to  enter  the  sick  bay  in  half  an  hour 
exactly,  as  be  did  at  midnight ;  he  then  told  me  to  be  there,  chatting 
with  Billy  when  he  came  in,  and  ask  him  if  that  was  anything  like  his 
ghost  of  the  night  before.  It  was  no  use;  Billy  said  "  it  was  a  very  had 
imitation,  but  very  kindly  meant,  no  doubt .'* 

For  three  days  things  went  on  in  this  way,  *  Billy  quite  willing  to 
swallow  all  and  everything  the  doctor  gave  him,  and  getting  perceptibly 
thinner  and  weaker,  but  quite  his  own  man  on  every  other  topic  but  the 
ghost,  when  on  comes  another  gale  of  wind — such  a  sneezer  !  taking,  as 
die  Irish  waister  said,  two  men  to  hould  one  man's  hair  on  his  head  ;  in 
short,  it  was  a  true,  dirty,  drizzly  strong  south-wester,  feeding  itself  with 
raiui  and  reducing  us,  in  less  than  twelve  hours,  to  close-reefed  main- 
topsail  and  reefed  foresail,  top-gallant  masts  struck,  and  yards  on  deck. 
Within  the  next  twelve  we  were  reduced  to  an  after-storm  staysail,  with 
main-topsail  and  foresail  both  furled,  the  sea  rising  every  minute,  and 
gaining  extra*  force  and  magnitude,  the  sky  a  mass  of  mud-like  sleet, 
and  every  wave  coming  at  us  like  a  hungry  shark,  tearing  up  to  the  fine 
old  ship  like  hungry  wolves  on  a  stag  at  bay,  and  she,  bless  her  heart  of 
oak,  rising  above  each  furious  onset,  and  shaking  her  feathers  like  a 
startled  swan. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  shipped  but  little  water  comparatively  speak- 
ing ;  but  at  noon  this  day  most  tremendous  rain  came  on,  which  lasted 
till  nearly  three  o'clock,  the  wind  abating  and  less  sea  on,  when  like  a 
clap  of  thunder,  the  wind  came  tearing  down  on  us  at  nor^- west  with 
the  force  of  a  million  giants  ;*our  storm  staysail  was  torn  from  the  bolt 
ropes  like  a  spider's  web,  and  the  g^d  ship  lying  without  way  on  her 
like  a  log  on  the  water,  heeled  over,  till  her  lee  bulwarks  and  yard-arma 
were  afloat,  and  *^  Hoist  the  fore-staysail!"  was  the  cry,  and  *<  Hard  up 
with  the  helm,  and  square  the  afteryardsl" 

Up  went  the  staysail,  the  next  moment  seeing  its  fragments  scattered 
on  the  winds  far  into  black  obscurity — **  Hands  loose  foresail!^'  *'  Stand 
by  to  square  the  foreyard!"  '<  Down  fore-tack,  and  aft  sheet"  The 
sail  is  loosed,  flies  in  one  volume  of  distended  canvas  high  above  the 
yard,  one  moment  colapses  on  the  heads  of  the  poor  fellows  still  upon 
the  yard,  and  the  next  sees  two  of  them  thrown  mangled  on  deck,  the 
good  sail  in  ribbons,  and  the  tack  and  sheet  roused  down  and  afi  to  hold 
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nothing  but  the  roping  which  had  lately  bound  it ;  but  even  this  small 
surface,  opposed  to  the  increasing  fury  of  the  wind,  sufficed;  the  good 
ship  moved,  she  lifted,  she  rallied  to  windward,  she  turned  her  head  in 
anger  from  the  gale — speaking  nautically,  she  pays  off,  she  gathers  way, 
she's  forging  ahead—*'  Ease  your  helm  a  little!"  **  Steady,  do  you  hear? 
steady,  so!**  "  Meet  her  the  other  way  !**— off  she  goes — '*  Hands,  loose 
main-topsail!''  **  Away  aloft,  my  hearties!"  "Man  well  your  sheets!' 
**  Hold  on  your  clewlines  and  buntlines  till  you  get  the  word!"  ''Now, 
then,  lay  off  the  yard,  let  fall,  ease  off,  and  sheet  home!" 


OUR  YACHTING  SYSTEM. 

Mb.  Editor. — We  have  now  arrived  at  a  period  in  the  annals  of  yacht- 
ing, when  the  grandest  and  most  exciting  of  British  sports  may  be  said 
to  be  approaching  the  climax  of  perfection.     We  have  at  the  present 
time  the  finest  fleet  of  yachts  iu  our  royal  and  other  yacht  clubs  that 
this  country  ever  saw,  and  such  as  no  other  country  in  the  world  can 
produce;  our  yachtsmen  are  as  hardy  and  adventurous  as  the  Vikings  of 
old,  and  as  the  sun  is  stated  never  to  set  upon  the  meteor  flag  of  Eng- 
land, the  same  with  equal  truth  may  be  said  of  the  white,  blue  and  red 
burgees  of  her  pleasure  navy;  the  literature  of  the  day  is  every  now  and 
then  added  to  and  adorned  by  the  contributions  of  our  roving  cruisers 
and  adventures  in  the  Arctic  regions,  explorations  in  the  Tropics,  cruises 
in  the  Northern  and  Southern  Oceans,  warlike  demonstrations  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  well  and  hardily  sailed  ocean  races  take  the  place  of 
mere  accSunts  of  cruising  about  the  Wight,  basking  in  the  Solent  Sea, 
or  the  erstwhile  exciting  topic  of  a  run  to  Cherbourg.      Our  annual 
regattas  round  the  coast  are  yearly  increasing  in  number,  and  the  value 
of  the  prizes  offered  tend  to  show  that  the  great  national  predilection  of 
Englishmen  for  the  sea  is  rapidly  increasing  to  an  extent  perhaps  never 
linticipated. 

The  improvements  made  in  our  yachting  architecture  of  late  years  is 
quite  astonishing,  and  to  see  one  of  the  tubs  of  yore  alongside  a  modern 
racing  clipper,  suggests  the  comparison  between  the  old  coaching  days 
and  these  of  railways;  whilst  the  introduction  of  steam  into  our  yachting 
marine  gives  evidence  that  the  requirements  of  pleasure  are  keeping 
pace  with  the  age  we  live  in.  I  have  said  that  the  sport  of  yachting  b 
approaching  the  climax  of  perfection,  but  the  attainment  of  that  perfec- 
tion, will  yet  be  delayed  unless  measures  are  taken  to  ensure  a  perfect 
system  of  management  for  our  pleasure  navy,  that  in  this  year  of  grace 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one  we  are  sadly  deficient  in;  it 
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jBcht  building  ;  the  prices  of  cast  and  pig  ballast ;  of  copper  sheefang, 
nails,  and  rod  ;  of  lead — cast  and  pig,  of  shot;  of  span;  of  canvas;  rope, 
both  hemp  and  wire;  boats  per  foot;  chain  cables,  hawsers,  and  anchors, 
and  of  the  prices  per  ton  charged  by  the  yarious  builders.  Bj  tins 
means  we  should  have  a  standard  whereby  to  check  our  little  accounts, 
and  if  things  were  found  to  be  obtainable  better  and  more  reasonable 
in  one  locality  than  another,  let  builders  and  yachtsmen  have  the  benefit 
of  the  knowledge. 

The  manning  of  our  yacht  fleet  is  a  branch  of  my  subject,  that  as 
regards  the  interests  of  both  men  and  masters,  requires  the  serious  eon* 
rideratiou  of  yachtsmen.  We  have  now  as  far  as  I  can  gather,  between 
^re  and  six  thousand  men  annually  employed  in  the  yacht  fleet  of  Great 
Britain,  and  so  far  as  the  rules  and  regulations  of  our  Royal  Yacht  Clubs 
go,  a  yacht  owner  is  oftentimes  in  a  maze  as  to  how  he  is  to  deal  with 
his  crew  as  a  body,  or  sometimes  in  very  trying  and  vexatious  instances, 
individually.  In  the  first  place  there  is  no  rule  that  can  be  appealed  to 
for  the  adjustment  of  wages,  one  man  may  pay  his  foremast  hands  24 
shillings  a  week,  and  another  may  state  12  to  be  his  maximum  ;  some 
may  be  inclined  to  say  this  is  all  a  matter  of  taste,  let  every  man  pay 
what  wages  he  likes,  and  suit  himself  accordingly  ;  very  true^>but  then 
such  an  argument  cuts  both  ways,  a  vexy  wealthy  yachtsman  may  choose 
to  pay  treble  the  amount  of  wages  — and  then  the  crews  of  his  more  eco- 
nomical brethren  of  the  wave  will  begin  to  growl,  and  anathematise  the 
blessed  hookers  they  are  employed  in,  as  is  very  often  the  case  at  present; 
and  during  regatta  times  a  dead  set  appears  to  be  made  on  unfortunate 
racing  yachtsmen,  in  the  shape  of  extra  men's  wages,  and  pilots.  Now 
I  think  the  scriptural  adage  **  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire"  is  a 
truism  no  reasonable  man  mil  be  disposed  to  deny,  and  why  should  Tom 
Barnes  get  10  shillings  a  week  more  than  Jack  Brown,  because  he 
happens  to  be  in  my  Lord  Tomnoddy's,  or  Sir  Bamaby  Jinks,  or  Mr. 
Nokes  or  Mr.  Styles— the  millionaire's  yacht ;  there  is  not  more  work 
to  be  done  in  any  one  vessel  by  a  foremast  Jack  than  another ;  therefore 
let  us  by  all  means^  and  in  a  spirit  of  feir  play,  between  men  and  owners 
have  a  regular  scale  of  wages,  determmed  upon  by  the  Tacht  Clubs,  and 
the  remuneration  for  occasional  services,— such  as  spare  hands  during 
races,  pilots,  or 'assisting  in  distress,  reduced  to  a  system,  so  that  a  yachts- 
man may  be  able  to  calculate  somewhat  with  certainty  the  expenses  that 
*  are  before  him,  and  not  as  now  laid  open  to  the  designs  and  cupidity  of 
a  set  of  land-sharks,— not  regular  yacht  sailors, — ^that  prowl  about  many 
of  our  yachting  stations. 

I  would  suggest  in  settling  this  scale  of  wages,  that  in  connection  with 
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it  the  yacht  club  committees  might  organize  a  fund  to  be^supported  by 
yacht  owners  and  the  clubs,  for  giving  deserving  masters,  mates  and 
men,  who  have  served  in  yachts  long  and  faithfully,  assistance  when  sick 
or  disabled,  good  service  pensions  to  comfort  their  old  age,  and*  generally 
to  make  some  provision  that  will  make  the  Yacht  Service  worthy  of 
being  looked  after  by  first-rate  seamen:  there  are  many  in  it  now,  but 
except  through  the  generosity  of  a  kind  and  thoughtful  master,  poor 
Jack  of  the  pleasure  navy  has  little  to  look  to  for  himself  or  his  little 
ones  when  his  step  becomes  less  firm,  his  eye  less  quick,  or  his  arm  weak 
and  slow.  Let  the  numerous  Royal  Yacht  Clubs  now  extant,  and  the 
many  yachtsmen  that  belong  to  thera»  get  up  a  little  Greenwich  of  their 
own,  it  is  sadly  wanted,  and  will  well  repay  the  cost.  We  should  not 
forget  the  hardy  fellows  that  minister  willingly  to  our  pleasures,  and 
none  are  more  deserving  of  being  worthily  remembered  than  the  well 
conducted  yachtmen. 

With  respect  to  a  class  of  yacht  sailors,  the  reverse  of  those  in  whose 
behalf  I  have  pleaded,  namely  such  men  as- leave  their  yachts  without 
notice,  very  often  when  the  prospect  of  a  better  berth  for  a  week  or  two 
offers ;  are  guilty  of  drunkenness,  insubordination,  making  away  with 
their  clothing,  &c.,  some  stringent  rules  are  sadly  required.  At  present 
in  many  clubs  a  sailors'  book  is  kept,  wherein  such  defaulters  names  are 
set  forth,  with  various  ornamental  addenda  in  the  shape  of  crosses,  &c., 
according  to  the  enormity  of  their  offences  ;  but  in  the  face  of  all  these 
register  books  and  their  crosses,  I  have  known  many  instances  where 
some  of  the  most  arrant  scoundrels  were  taken  on  board  yachts,  (it  being 
well  known  that  they  were  in  the  black  lists  of  dubs,)  and  petted  and 
made  much  of,  and  that  too  alongside  of  the  very  vessels,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  owners  these  fellows  had  grossly  insulted.  The  good 
taste  of  such  proceedings  may  no  doubt  be  questioned,  but  as  we  do  not 
meet  with  admirable  "  Crichtons  "  quite  as  numerous  as  blackberries,  I 
would  certainly  prevent  the  necessity  of  questioning  such  a  good  taste  at 
all,  by  having  a  rule  that  any  yacht  owner  employing  such  mauvais  stijeU 
should  contribute  to  the  amusement  of  the  lovers  of  aquatics  by  a  good 
round  fine  payable  to  the  regatta  fund. 

I  now  come  to  the  vexata  qvuBsHo  of  our  yachting  community,  that 
of  shifting  ballast;  is  this  point  never  to  be  settled?  are  we  still  to  go  on 
perpetuating  one  of  the  greatest  banes  to  all  true  yachting;  Mr.  Hunt — 
Mr.  Hunt— -oh  great  Mr.  Yachting  Hunt  assist  us  ;  in  the  words  of  the 
*'ould  mimber  of  Irish  renown"  agitate — agitate— «gitatel«-and  lay  your 
axe  to  the  root  of  this  Upas  tree  of  yachting.  What  are  our  regatta 
committees  about?  is  there  a  fair  proportion  of  elderly  gentlemen  sitting 
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at  these  boards?  or  must  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  elderly  ladies 
have  taken  to  legislate  upon  yachting.  The  Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club 
have  taken  a  clear  common  sense  view  of  the  case  and  abolished  the 
nuisance  lu  their  matches  ;  the  Royal  Mersey  have  followed  suit ;  what 
are  the  remaining  clubs  doing  :  shall  we  still  have  another  and  another 
season  that  this  evil  will  be  yet  rampant!  What  has  been  the  cause  of  so 
many  vessels  overdone  in  spars  and  canvas,  of  their  hulls  becoming  strained 
and  leaky  as  old  baskets  ?*— shifting  ballast.  What  prevents  the  full 
entries  that  we  should  see  for  valuable  prizes  round  our  coasts,  because 
ballast  shifters  are  known  to  be  in  the  list,  and  the  hardy  cruising  yachts- 
men will  not  go  against  vessels  that  are  cheated  along  vrith  piles  of  shot 
bags  :  it  is  a  hard  word  to  use,  good  Mr  Editor,  but  I  cannot  find  any 
more  applicable.  Let  all  regatta  committers  set  their  faces  against  it, 
and  the  man  that  practises  it  be  shut  out  from  competing  for  prizes,  then, 
and  not  until  then,  shall  we  have  full  entries,  truly  exciting  sporty  and 
well  and  properly  built  racing  vessels;  yachts  that  a  man  can  go  a  cmiae 
in  without  constantly  having  his  trysail  bent  and  his  pump  gear  rigged, 
and  when  the  fatigues  of  a  racing  day  are  over  he  can  go  below  and 
enjoy  himself  as  a  gentleman  ought,  and  not  with  everythibg  at  sixes 
and  sevens, — sails  trampled  upon  and  cut,  lockers  burst  out  and  fancy 
wood  work  torn  to  pieces  ;  crockeryware  and  glass  smashed,  and  a  uni- 
versal saturnalia  of  everything  that  is  disagreeable.  Now-a-days  instead 
of  a  man  enjoying  himself  in  his  racing  yacht,  as  he  would  in  his  house, 
he  has  to  betake  himself  to  an  expensive  hotel,  and  surrender  her  into 
the  hands  of  his  crew,  to  dismantle  below  and  tear  her  to  pieces  ;  then 
the  piles  of  shot  bags  make  their  appearance,  and  great  beams  are  laid 
across  the  cabin  floors  to  prevent  the  lockers  being  burst  out,  and  the 
chance  of  the  vessel  being  capsized  should  the  pile  of  shot  heaped  to  wind- 
ward fetch  way  and  tumble  to  leeward;  and  then  to  watch  the  mortal  throes 
of  the  poor  little  ship  whilst  her  constitution  is  being  ruined,  and  her 
comely  appearance  destroyed  ;  the  plump  rounded  beauty  of  her  copper 
distorted  into  wrinkles  ;  the  fair  symmetry  of  her  sides  seamed  into  a 
mass  of  strained  planks,  her  sails  twisted  out  of  shape,  and  her  goodly 
spars  sprung;  and  all  because  there  exists  an  insane  longing  to  carry  a 
loftier  sail,  or  a  longer  top-sail  yard,  or  a  more  swaggering  gaff,  than 
any  other  more  respectable  staid  going  steady  paced  lady  that  glides 
along  over  the  sea  lightly  and  buoyantly,  keeping  her  crew  and  her 
owner  dry  and  comfortable,  instead  of  ploughing  into  and  through  the 
raging  surf,  wetting  all  hands  to  the  skin,  and  presenting  altogether  a 
nasty  damp  unwholesome  appearance,  reminding  one  strongly  of  a  com- 
pulsory course  of  hydropathic  treatment  for  a  description  of  sea  lunacy. 
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This  we  call  sailing,  and  the  achieyement  of  a  triamph  in  Naval  Ar- 
chitecture, when  we  get  a  small  hull  staggering  under  a  mountain  of 
canvas;  but  I  should  like  to  see  the  hulls  of  these  ballast  shifters  closely 
•xamined  and  tested;  how  many  of  them  would  be  pronounced  safe  or 
serviceable  vessels  after  one  or  two  seasons  racing?  and  whether  the  lines 
they  were  originally  built  upon  can  be  fairly  traced  over  again?  I 
should  also  wish  to  learn  the  true  sentiments  of  their  owners,  as  to  how 
they  would  like  to  be  caught  out  in  heavy  weather  in  them,  or  whether 
their ybrte  is  merely  cruising  or  cup  hunting. 

It  is  not  true  yachting,  the  building  of  shadowy  hulls  to  win  a  few 
Silver  Cups,  let  our  yachting  system  and  the  rules  that  govern  it  be 
such  as  to  encoumge  the  building  and  sailing  of  good,  sound,  wholesome 
sea  boats,  that  shall  be  indebted  for  their  ability  and  seaworthiness 
to  their  shape  alone,  and  not  to  the  adventitious  aid  of  some  five  or  six 
tons  of  shot  bAgs.  We  should  have  had  as  equally  fast  anymore  able 
vessels  afloat  now  had  shifting  ballast  been  done  away  with  long  since, 
and  many  protests  and  vexatious  discussions  amongst  yachtsmen  put  an 
end  to  :  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  subject  of  the  total  abolition  of  shift- 
ing ballast  will  be  well  ventilated  this  winter,  and  some  universal  deter- 
mination arrived  at  upon  it  before  another  season  is  upon  us. 

Aflter  the  "  shot  bags"  have  been  disposed  o(  our  yachting  Solomons 
must  turn  their  attention  to  the  allowance  of  time  for  tonnage ;  for  at 
present  it  is  an  anomaly  that  would  puzzle  Socrates  and  Plato  themselves: 
at  one  station  we  are  allowed  half  minute  time,  at  the  next  quarter 
minute  time  ;  another  club  gives  us  Ackers'  scale,  a  fourth  gives  a  gra- 
duated scale  of  their  own  invention,  whilst  a  fifth  measures  the  number 
of  feet  in  length  on  deck,  and  to  cap  all  a  sixth  allows  no  time  at  alK 
Yachtsmen  as  a  rule  are  liberally  educated,  well  informed  men;  many 
of  them  highly  scientific  and  variously  accomplished.  Surely  this  evil 
of  time  allowance  has  had  long  reign,  and  it  is  time  that  it  was  put  an 
end  to  ;  we  cannot  possibly  all  be  so  indolent  as  not  to  put  our  brains 
together  and  devise  some  one  rule  that  shall  universally  apply.  The  late 
Mr.  Philip  Marett  appears  to  have  had  a  good  practical  idea  upon  the 
subject,  but  he  was  taken  away  from  us  before  he  bad  time  to  reconsider 
his  system  and  improve  upon  it ;  he  grappled  and  correctly  with  the 
relative  motive  power  of  different  vessels  in  order  to  equalize  them:  had 
he  been  spared  no  doubt  his  clear  brain  and  sound  intellect  would  have 
combined  with  the  motive  power  the  relative  sizes  of  the  bodies  to  be 
moved;  and  that  this  will  be  the  final  and  just  solution  of  the  question 
of  allowance  of  time  for  tonnage  I  have  every  reason  to  think.  One 
great  stumbling  block  in  arranging  the  details  of  such  a  system^  is  the 
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almost  total  abseooe  of  data  to  go  upon  as  to  the  performances  of  cele- 
brated vessels,  and  the  amount  of  canvas  they  carried. 

I  must  sum  up  this  rather  too  lengthy  paper  by  a  final  allusion  to  the 
admeasurement  of  vessels  for  racing  purposes,  the  various  syatems  are 
nearly  as  numerous  as  those  governing  the  allowance  of  time  ;  it  iniist 
be  looked  to  in  connexion  with  the  other  matters  I  have  alluded  to,  and 
should  you  give  me  any  more  space  upon  a  future  occasion^  there  are 
some  other  equally  important  items  of  our  yachting  system  that  I  should 
like  to  have  my  say  about. 

Isle  of  Wight.  Hugh  McLsod. 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  LIFE-BOAT  INSTITUTION. 

A  Mbbtihq  of  this  Institution  was  held  on  November7tb,  at  its  bouse,  John- 
street,  Adelphi;  Captain  Sir  Edward  Perrott,  Bart.,  vice-president,  in  the 
chair,  llere  were  also  present  Admiral  Gordon,  Captain  Washingtoiit 
B.N.,  bydrographer  of  the  Admiralty;  James  Peake,  Esq.,  master  shipwright 
of  her  Majesty's  Dockyard,  Devonport ;  Admiral  Bullock,  Colonel  Palmm', 
and  Captain  De  St.  Croix. 

The  meeting  expressed  much  commiseration  for  the  families  of  the  two 
poor  men  who  lost  their  lives  by  the  wrecking,  or  breaking  up  of  the  Scar- 
borough life-boat  against  the  Bea-wall.    The  Institution  made  a  liberal  grataity 
to  their  families,  and  also  a  reward  to  the  life- boat  crew.     The  benevoleiit 
donor  of  the  wrecked  boat  has  also  given  a  very  liberal  contribution  to  the 
two  poor  men*s  families.     The  meeting  expressed  deep  sympathy  fi>r  the 
relatives  of  Lord  C.  Beauclerk,  W.  Tindall,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Hiles,  who  ao 
nobly  perished  while  attempting  to  save  the  lives  of  their  fellow  creatures  on 
the  occasion.    The  cause  of  this  sad  disaster  may  be  thus  briefly  stated. 
It  appeared  that  on  the  2nd  inst.,  the  schooner  Copeland,  of  Shields,  was 
observed,  during  a  terrific  gale  of  wind,  to  come  on  shore  opposite  the  Spa 
Promenade.    The  new  life-boat  of  the  National  Institution,  immediately  put 
off  to  the  rescue  of  the  crew.    Her  route  was  along  a  line  of  coast  where  the 
sea  was  breaking  furiously.    The  gallant  crew  pulled  through  the  tremendous 
surf,  in  which  the  life- boat  appeared  to  behave  nobly,  until  they  had  arrived 
within  a  &w  yards  of  the  stranded  vessel.   Here  the  lebound  of  the  surf  from 
the  sea-wall  lifted  the  crafl  about  in  a  fearful  manner.    Two  of  her  crew 
were  thus  washed  out  and  drowned,  and  the  boat  being  now  short-handed, 
became  a  perfect  prey  to  the  seas,  which  flung  her  repeatedly,  with  terrific 
Science  against  the  sea-wall.     Lord  C.  Beauclerk  and  W*  Tindall,  Esq.,  and 
several  other  gallant  men,  rushed  to  the  rescue  of  the  boat's  crew,  but  unfor- 
tunately his  lordship  and  Mr.  Tindall  perished  in  their  noble  exertions. 

James  Woodall,  Esq.,  of  Scarborough,  states  *'  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
anything  to  be  more  triumphant  than  the  result  of  the  fearful  ordeal  oo 
Saturday  laat.    The  coxswain  and  crew  cannot  find  vords  to  express  their 
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•  .•         •     ■ 

satisfaction  and  confidence  in  the  great  qualities  of  the  life-boat.  She  did 
not  upset,  and  the  crew.believe  she  cannot  be  upset  (except  by  mechanical 
power).  She  emptied  herself  after  every  sea,  and  in  all  other  respects  she 
eicceeded  their  most  sanguine  hopes."  The  Institution  decided  on  presenting 
a  memorial  silver  medal  to  the  fiimilies  of  the  late  Lord  C.  fieauclerk,  Mr. 

•   Tindall  and  Mr.  Hiles,  as  a  permanent  mark  of  its  sympathy  for  them.     Con- 
sidering that  the  National  Institution  has  now  about  120  life-boats  under  its 

.-.  charge,  disasters  .will  occasionally  happen  under  the  best  management  in  such 

*  a  fle^t.   ^The  society  has  accordingly  two  or  three  life-boats  always  ready ^to 
;  meet  any  en^ergency,  and  it  was  reported  yesterday  that  it  had  already  re- 

'  .  placed  the  wrecked  Scarborough  boat  by  a  powerful  one.  Mrs.  Cockrofl,  of 
i^  Scarborough,  had  generously  promised  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  new  boat.  The 
^l^silvei  medal  of  the  Institution  was  also  ordered  to  be  presented  to  Mr. 
4  'Q.  Sarony,  Mr.  ]^.  Hicks  and  Mr.  I,  Butter,  who  so  nobly  exerted  them- 
V  s^Hes  in  endeavouring  to  save  the  lives  of  Lord  C.  Beauclerk,  Mr.^Tin- 
.*  ^  dall,  and  others,  on  the  lamentable  occasion. 

,.*•  A  reward  of  8Z.  10s.  was  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Seaton  Carew  life 'boat 
•  '"which  belongs  to  the  Hoyal  National  Life- boat  Institution,  for  rescuing  five 
:^  -  of  tbe  crew  of  the  barque  Robert  Watson,  of  Sunderland,  which  was  stranded 
;-  ^jabout  tHree-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  Seaton,  during  a  heavy 
^  g^le^of  wind  5n  the  -2pd  instant.  This  valuable  lifeboat,  which  was  the  gift 
^of  William  M*Kerrell,  Esq.,  to  the  society,  has  already  saved  28  persons  from 
K  different  wrecks.' 

A  reward  pf*12/.  was  also  granted  to  the  crew  of  the  Yarmouth  surf  life- 

^boat,  belonging  to  the  Institution,  for  putting  off  and  rescuing  ten  persons 

.    from  the  smack  Adventure,  of  Harwich,  which,  during  a  terrific  gale  of  wind, 

bad  been  wrecked  on  the  North  Sand»  on  the  3rd  ult.     Her  perilous  position 

haying  been  observed,  the  life-boat  immediately  proceeded  to  her  rescue, 

jind  amidst  the  greatest  danger,  succeeded  in  snatching  ten  poor  fellows  from 

*  ^B  inevitable  dea.th.  It  was  stated  that  this  was  one  of  the  most  gallant  ser- 
vices ever  performed  by  this  life-boat.    Inspecting- commander  Warren,  R.ir., 

'    ^and  Mr.  Pitts,  chief  officer  of  the  coast  guard,  went  off  in  the  life-boat  on 

^he*  occasion. . 

V     A  reward  of  62.  lOs.  was  likewise  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  life- 

' '  7t>£^i  stationed  at  Bacton,  Norfolk,  for  putting  off  to  the  assistance  of  the 

schooner  Skylark,  of  Folkstone,  which  was  seen  on  the  28ult.  during  stormy 

*  Veather  and  li  heavy  swell  in  Bacton  offing,  with  her  foremast  gone,  and  in 
^3f^tfectly  d\tobled.^tate.  The  coxswain  of  the  life-boat,  who  had  been  on 
'  )«;^e  l6oKx>ur,  immediately  m  nstered  his  crew.  The  boat  was  quickly  launched, 
'[  -an^  was   stei|diLy   rowed  through  the  surf  to  the  vessel,  which  she  soon 

xeachedj'  and  found  to  be  rapidly  drifting  on  a  lee  shore.    Fortunately  the 

*  ttji^stftnce  of «  tteam  tug  was  also  made  available  on  the  occasion,  and  the 

*  -tiigVin  conjunction  with  the  life- boat,  was  the  means  of  ultimately  bringing 
in  safety  the  schooner  and  her  crew  to  Yarmouth.  The  men  had  during  the 
•night  fully. intended  to  abandon  their  vessel,  but  the  sea  was  too  heavy  to 
V^rm^^  tbem  to  take  their  boat. 
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The  Lowestoft  life-boat,  which  is  also  ia  connexion  with  the  societj, 
instrumental  on  the  2nd  instant,  daring  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  in  bringing 
safely  into  harbour  the  disabled  schooner  Fly,  of  Whitby,  and  her  crew  of  foor 
hands.  About  ten  o'clock  the  vessel's  signals  of  distress  were  seen  in  fhe 
direction  of  the  East  Point,  when  the  life  boat,  manned  by  Captain  Joachim. 
B.1I.,  and  her  gallant  crew,  was  immediately  got  out  and  launched  through  a 
tremendous  surf.  Standing  to  the  northward,  they  discovered  the  vesael  by 
her  repeating  her  signals  of  distress,  and  having  hailed  her  found  the  crew 
were  not  able  to  keep  her  afloat.  They  then  closed  with  her,  and  threw  nine 
or  ten  on  board,  which  enabled  them  to  slip  her  cable  and  run  for  the  bar>' 
hour.  Captain  Joachim,  b  h.,  had  received  the  silver  medal  and  second 
service  clasp  of  the  Lift*boat  Institution  for  his  previous  gallant  aerrices  in 
the  life-boat. 

A  reward  of  6/.  lOs.  was  also  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  life-boat  of  the 
society,  stationed  at  Bridlington,  for  putting  off  and  rescuing  the  crew  of  four ' 
men  of  the  schooner  Friends,  of  Lynn,  which,  during  a  terrific  galeof  wind, 
was  stran^d  off  Bridlington  on  Saturday  last.  This  valuable  life- boat  has 
been  the  means  of  rescuing  a  large  number  of  shipwrecked  persons  from  a 
watiry  grave. 

A  reward  of  42.  was  likewise  given  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  life:  boat 
stationed  at  Banff,  ibr  putting  off  and  rescuing  the  crew  of  six  men  from  the 
schooner  Auchincruive,  of  Grangemouth,  which  was  observed  to  become  un- 
manageable during  a  violent  gale  of  wind  on  the  1st  instant.  The  schooner 
soon  afterwards  became  a  total  wreck,  and  without  the  assistance  of  the  lift- 
boat  her  crew  must  have  perished.  This  valuable  life-boat  was  the  gift  to 
the  National  Life-boat  Institution  of  Messrs.  Macfle  and  Sons,  of  Liverpool, 
and  verily  their  munificence  has  already  had  its  reward. 

A  reward  of  6/.  10s,  was  likewise  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Cahore  iilb-boat 
of  the  society,  fi>r  rescuing  a  poor  man  who  had  been  cast  adrift  in  a  boat 
from  the  ship  A.Z.,  of  New  York,  which  had  stranded  on  the  Blackwater 
Bank  on  the  25th  ult.    The  life-boat  was  proceeding  towards  the  disabled 
ship,  when  the  crew  fortunately  observed  something  like  a  boat  a  great 
distance  off  on  the  ocean.     They  immediately  bore  down  towards  it,  aqcT 
fortunately  reached  the  poor  fellow  just  previons  to  his  craft  entering  the* 
broken  water,  where  he  must  inevitably  have  been  swamped.    The  gratitude 
of  the  poor  man  for  his  providential  rescue  nearly  overwhelmed  him ;  and  tha . 
joy  of  the  life-boat's  gallant  crew  was  indeed  great  that  they  had  been,  uader  . 
God,  the  means  of  saving  him  firom  the  fearftil  doom  that  was  threatening  tc. 
engulph  him. 

The  life* boats  of  the  Institution  have  providentially  been  the  means  of  res- 
cuing 270  shipwrecked  persons  during  the  present  year  atone.  Several  other 
rewards  were  voted  to  the  crews  of  the  Porthcawl,  Brighton,  Fleetwood  and 
Arklow  life-boats  of  the  Institution,  for  going  off  with  the  view  of  saring  lift^ 
fbom  different  wrecks.  It  was  stated  that  Miss  Burdett  Coutts  had  again 
munificently  promised  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  life-boat  which  the  National 
Institution  is  about  sending  to  Plymouth.    The  Institution  decided  onplac- 
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i  ns  *  ^^^  li&'boat  and  transportiDg  carriage  at  Blakeney,  on  the  Norfolk 
coast.    Lile-boata  od  the  plan  of  tboae  of  the  aocletjr  had  been  sent,  during 
t-He  part  month,  to  the  order  of  the  respective  goyernments  of  the  Cape  of 
Oood  Hope,  Spain,  and  Jersey.     It  was  reported  that  the  town  of  Ipswieh 
^w^as  about  setting  a  noble  example  to  other  towns  on  behalf  of  the  life-boat 
oause.     On  Sunday  Nov.  10th,  a  collection  on  its  behalf  was  made  in  all  the 
cliurches  and  chapels  in  Ipswich.     On  the  following  day  a  public  meeting, 
attendeJ  by  the  Mayor  and  aome  of  the  nobility  of  the  county,  was  held  in 
tbe  Town-hall,  when  the  sum  of  ISOL  was  announced  as  the  result  of  the 
oollcctiona,  in  addition  to  about  200/.  subscribed  by  the  gentry  and  inhabi- 
ts uts  of  the  town  and  county. 

Some  iutercstiog  reports  were  read  frera  Captain  Washington,  e.n.  on  the 
means  for  saving  life  employed  at  Havre,  on  the  French  coast,  and  also  on 
the  lifr-boats  at  Boulmer  and  Alnmouth,  and  the  barometer  indications  at 
those  stations,  and  at  Ainble,  on  the  Northumberland  coast,  Captain  Wash- 
ington have  recently  visited  Havre  aad  those  places. 

Payntents  amounting  to  S60L  having  been  made  on  various  life-boat  estab- 
lishments, the  proceedings  terminated.  * 


$tal|  of  ibioarb  W^mt,  (^s{{. 

Death  has  been  busy  amongst  the  ranks  of  our  distinguished  yachts- 
men  during  the  past  year,  and  not  a  few  gallant  spirits,  whose  life- 
passions  were  centred  in  the  sea  and  the  noble  sport  of  yachting,  have 
gone  to  their  last  long  home.  It  has  seldom  been  our  duty  to  record 
the  demise  of  any  yachtsman  more  sincerely  or  deservedly  regretted 
than  that  of  Edward  Moore,  Esq,,  who  died  at  his  residence,  Douglas, 
Isle  of  Man,  on  Tuesday  21st  of  October,  aged  42. 

Passionately  attached  to  the  sea  and  its  pursuits  from  early  life,  and 
the  position  of  his  island  home  being  so  favourable  to  the  cultivation  of 
such  predilections,  Mr.  Moore  was  an  experienced  and  practical  yachts- 
man :  possessed  of  excellent  talents,  great  discrimination,  and  a  rare 
memory.  Upon  yachting  subjects  he  was  an  established  authority ;  it 
was  his  favourite  topic,  and  not  a  vessel  of  note  could  be  mentioned 
but  be  knew  by  whom  she  had  been  built,  the  date  of  her  launch,  what 
matobes  she  had  won,  and  the  circumstances  of  wind  and  weather 
fiader  which  she  had  moat  distinguished  herself.  Upon  general  topics 
he  was  equally  well  infonoed. 

Many  southern  yachtsmen  will  remember  Mr.  Moore  more  readily 
under  the  title  by  which  he  «aa  universally  known,  *'  The  Admiral*'. 
Small  in  stature  and  of  delicate  constitution,  yet  he  often  gave  evidence 
of  hardihood  and  determination  that  stamped  him  as  a  thorough  sailor; 
and  upon  all  occasions  evinced  singular  personal  activity ;  he  had  been 
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engaged  in  many  of  the  severest  matches  that  have  been  safled  in  the 
Irish  Channel  and  the  Clyde  for  many  years  back,  and  in  cruising  on 
the  coasts  of  Ireland,  England,  and  France.  His  mind  was  as  active  aa 
his  body,  and  to  the  last  moment  clear  and  observing:  almost  his  last 
act  when  life  was  fast  ebbing  was  to  send  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
gress of  a  large  schooner  yacht  building  at  Douglas  for  one  of  his  oldest 
and  sincerest  Aiends,  thus  proving  the  truth  of  the  adage  '*  the  ruling 
passion  strong  in  death."  At  all  the  Regattas  held  at  the  Isle  of  Man 
he  took  an  active  and  influential  part,  and  much  of  their  success  was 
due  to  him. 

From  amongst  many  letters  that  have  been  addressed  to  us  by  distin- 
guished yachtsmen  relative  to  the  melancholy  event,  we  will  quote  an 
extract  from  one,  which  bespeaks  the  worth  of  deceased,  and  indicates 
the  affectionate  sincerity  with  which  his  loss  is  lamented;  *'  Our  dear, 
unselfish,  thoughtful,  kind  little  fnend— the  Admiral —  has  gone  from 
amongst  ps— all  we  'have  left  of  him  now  is  the  memory  of  his  good 
deeds,  and  his  warm  hearted,  affectionate,  ever  active  friendship.'* 

Personally  we  had  the  pleasure  and  privilege  of  a  long  acquaintance, 
with  Mr.  Moore,  a  more  honourable,  high  principled  man  never  existed; 
he  was  a  thorough  yachtsman,  a  genuine  kind  friend,  and  an  accom- 
plished gentleman.  He  was  interred  in  Kirk  Braddan  old  Church-yard 
on  the  25th  of  October,  the  funeral  cortege  was  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  solemn  witnessed  in  Douglas ;  high  and  low  appeared  to  feel  that 
they  had  lost  a  true  friend,  and  the  expression  of  grief  was  as  general  as 
it  was  heartfelt. 

Many  a  wandering  yachtsman  that  visits  Douglas  will  look  for,  and 
in  vain,  the  neatly  attired,  cheerful  little  gentleman,  always  ready  to 
render  information  and  assistance  to  the  ocean  wanderer,  and  whose 
merry  tale,  quaint  anecdote,  and  cheerful  laugh  ofleu  made  the  cabin 
resound. 

Peace  be  to  our  poor  little  Admiral.  We  knew  him  well, — ^we  ne'er 
shall  look  upon  his  like  againi 


The  Audax  Cvtteb. — Foster^  Fenchtirch  Street'^'We  have  just  received  an 
engraving  of  this  yacht,  the  property  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. — the  hull  is  like 
her  and  very  good,  but  no  man  who  ever  saw  the  vessel  underway  would 
know  her  by  the  canvas  depicted  in  this  plate.  The  Audax  under  canvas  is 
one  of  the  most  "  varmint'*  looking  racers  that  ever  floated.  On  the  whole  it 
however  forms  a  valuable  addition  to  our  yachting  gallery. 
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Action,  prepare  for,  164 

Ada  yictorious,  468 

Admiralty  warrants,  279 

j^olna  yictorioas,  341 

Akin  and  Rhea,  the  giant  brothers,  58 

Alarm  and  Camilla,  match  between, 

875 
Alarm  yictorions,  S46,  380,  386 
Aline  yictorious,  396 
Allan  Macdounell,  yalour  of,  57 
Amazon  yictorious,  275 
Amber  Witch  yictorioas,  432,  433 
American  cruizer,  surrender  of,  171 

,  captain,  adyice  of,  200 

carpenter,  drowning  o^  261 

Anna  Louisa,  description  of,  216 

A talanta  yictorious,  355 

Atlantic  crossing  the,  446 

Ariel  yictorious.  437 

Armadale,  yisit  to,  12 

Arrow  yictorious,  383,  392 

Artist,  the  enthusiastic,  13 

Audax  yictorious,  402,  415,  417, 452 

Australia,  the  pinus,  193, 

Ayalauche  yictorious,  407 

Azalia  yictorious,  418 

Ballast,  restowing,  51 

Banba  yictorious,  364 

Barrisdale,  departure  from,  290 

Barton,  Capt.,  fatal  accident  to,  56 

Bay  of  Biscay,  in  the,  299 

Bear,  shooting  the,  217 

Belyidere  yictorious,  460, 463,466, 501 

Beesie  yictorious,  274,  307 

Black  or  double  spruce,  the^  193 

Blue  Bell  yictorious,  437 

Boat  building,  new  system  of,  218, 293 

Bodies,  properties  of,  235 

Boom,  carrying  away  of,  283 

s,  new  method  of  making,  286 
Bothies,  appearance  of,  106 
Bowsprit,  altering  o^  51 

,  fitting  of  the,  238 

Brenba  victorious,  355 
Broadside,  the  mistaken,  165  ' 
Brunette,  ^2)  yictorious,  418 
Building,  failores  in,  99 
Buoyancy,  centre  of,  103 
Cambridge  and  Oiiford  eight-oared 

race,  230 
Canadensis,  the  pinus,  193 
Candlewood,  properties  of,  63 
Canyas,  table  of  widths  of,  3,  4,  5,  6 
Captain,  the  passionate,  41, 165,  443 

• ,  interyiew  with,  115 

— — -s,  yacht,  errors  of,  104 
Carpenter,  yankee,  scuttling  by  the 

256 

^f  desperate  sayage,  259 


Caye,  the,  legend  of,  1 1 
Chance  yictorious,  354,  356 
Charter  Oak,  yoyage  of  the  443 

,  arrival  of,  446 

,  log  of  the,  447 

Chase,  the,  117 

■  disagreeable  consequences  of  a, 
488 
Chrystabel  victorious,  313,  345,  388, 

392,395,451 
Circumstances,  an  extraordinary,  349 
Clara  yictorious,  276,  (2nd  prize) 
Clippers,  the  American,  285 
Clothes,  illegal  claim  to,  263 
Collission— Wildilre  v.  Ruby,  175 
Commander,  arrival  of,  440 
Common  larch,  description  of,  194 
Corinthian  matches,  utility  of,  198 
Corsair  victorious,  459 
Course,  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the, 

202 
Cowes,  arrival  at,  79 
Croppies,  expected  visit  of,  66 
Cruise  to  the  Northern  Lochs  of  Scot- 
land, 9,  57, 105 
— —  to  Loch  Hourn,  249 

of  the  Chance,  71 

Cutters'  main  booms,  weight  ot,  284 

masts,  proportions  of,  145 

—  smartness  in  stays,  239 
■  spars,  &c.,  151 

Diadem  yictorious,  334,  405 
Displacement,  lateral,  101 
Dockyard,  visit  to,  77 
— ^—  doings  in,  187 
Don  Juan  victorious,  315 
Dublin  bay,  directions  for,  245 
Duelling,  shocking  case  of,  67 

reflection  on,  68 

Eagle  victorious,  510,  512 
Echo' victorious,  512 
Editor's  Lockbs — 

Channel  International   Regatta, 

327 
On  Measurement  at  Regattas,  48 
On  the  Wave-line  Theory,  139 
Royal  Mersey  Tacht  Club,  94 
Season's  Yachting,  93 
Summary  of  Winning  Yachts,  92 
Thames  Schooner  Matches,  48,  92 
Why  should  a  clipper  yacht  re- 
tire from  racing?  412 
Eig,  island  of,  visit  to,  1 1 
Eiiean  Donan  castle,  ruins  of,  14 

Maree,  landing  on,  107 

Enemy,  first  sight  of;  166 
EyQ,  presentiment,  of  254 
Ewe  island,  appearance  of^  105 
Fid,  the  bowsprit,  238 
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Fire,  the  ship  on,  300 
Firefly  victorious,  457 
Fish,  abundance  of,  853 
Fishermen,  cruelty  to,  442 

— —  depaitnre  of,  484 

Fishing  boat,  running  down  of,  441 

^_  the  purchase  of,  481 

Flogging,  horror  of,  862 
Folly  victorious,  315.  416 
Forefbot,  rounding  of^  262 
French,  boarded  by  the,  207 
•— —  chasse-marees,  chasing  the,  69 
■     '   frigate,  too  near  to,  204 

revenge  of,  70 

man,  departure  of,  254 

Frigate,  congratulations  on  rejoining 

the,  358 
Full  and  Dye,  fa  songj,  500 
FiMB  Arts — 

Glance  and  Thought,  327 
Andax,  560 
Gaelic,  our  sKipper's  knowledge  of)  10 
Oaff'topsall,  high  peaked,  237 
Gales,  the  late  heavy,  119 
Garibaldi  a  yachtstnan,  229 
Gem  victorious,  417 
Ginevra,  cruise  of  the,  426 
Giraffe  victorious,  305,  455 
Glance  victorious,  356,  411,  436,437, 

456 
Goose-neck  fittings,  preference  for  282 
Gripe,  a  tendency  to,  239 
Guard  ship,  joining  the,  357 
Haidee  victorious,  367 
Hamilton  Moore,  the  study  o^  203 
Harbour  of  Tobermorey,  anchored  in, 

118 
Hemlock  spruce,  the,  193 
Henri  Grace  de  Dieu,  date  of  building 

the,  129 
Hollow  spars,  Invention  of,  284 
Holy  well,  eiScacy  of  water  in,  108 
Hospitality,  native,  63 
Hvalfiske  point,  residing  at,  430 

— —  escape  from,  431 

Ida  vietoriont,  417 
Irishman,  blunder  of  an,  168 
Itchen,  trip  to  the,  214 
Jibs,  method  of  cutting,  7,  8 
•—  Klpping's  improved,  8 

—  Orr's  angulated,  1 

— -  Taylor's  plan  of  constructing^  2 
Jemmy  Ducks,  confession  of,  40 
Jessica  victorioae,  455 
Joe  Marston,  sodden  appearance  of  79 
Kin  tail,  lord  of,  legend  of  the^  17 
Kyle  Akin,  visit  to,  58 
La  Traviata  victorious,  400 
Le  Reve  victoriout,  396 
Lewis,  island  of,  294 
Life-boat    Inetitution,   the  Ifational, 
46,  218,  277,  320,  368,  514,  556 
services,  89, 132 


lafe-boat,  management  of,  91 

belt,  an  excellent,  882 

Lieutenant,  the  surly,  358 

questioned  by,  482 

's,  the,  pretty  servant,  4«7 

Lily  victorious,  356 
Lion  victorious,  458 
Little  Louisa  victorious,  458 
— —  Vixen  victorionB,  276 
Loch  Broom,  visit  lo,  62 

Duich,  beauty  o!i  14 

— —  Houm,  cruise  to,  849 

l^eautiftil  appearance  of^ 

252 

Scavaig.  description  at,  12 

Load'Water-liue,  the,  102 

Long  splice,  making  a,  89 

Lower  mast,  proportioning  the,  189 

Lurline  victorious,  412 

Mabel  Harwood,  thoughts  of,  75 

MacDonnell,  legend  of,  15 

Machinery,  boat  building  by,  293 

Magnet  victorious,  403,  467 

Main-top-chest,  convenience  of,  442 

boom,  careful  selection  of,  261 

flttiPg  of  a,  882 

Maria,  boom  of  the,  886 
Marling-spike,  the  fall  of  a,  488 
Mast,  wrong  positioB  of,  52 
^—^  selection  of,  831 

the  sprung,  191 

8,  effective  system  of  placing,  99 

head,  a  short,  190 

— -ing  schooners,  American  method 

of,  146 
Matter  Cain,  dUemma  of,  75 

at* arms,  character  of  439 

Matches,  amateur  sailing,  197 
Mbmobavdum  of  Club  MBSTiires— 

Royal  Canadian,  288 

Cork,  180 

■  London,  95,  135,  180,  825 

■    Mersey,  184,  180,  229 

'  Northern,  826 

—  Southern,  94 

St.  George's,  180,  226,876 

?-  Thamee,  95,  188,  881 

Vietoria,  287 

-  Welsh  227 

Prince  of  Wales,  99, 135, 1«»,  298 

Birkenhead  Model,  187 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  185 

Ranelagh,  136,  225 

Wellington,  196 
Miranda  victorious,  509 
McKinnen,  the  pilot,  250 
Meat,  scarcity  of,  6S 
Mediterranean,  start  for  the,  843 
Merlin  victorious,  461, 468 
Meta  oente,  the,  163 
•-^  victorious,  459 
Middy,  intrepid  oondttot  of  70,  494 
the  affrighted,  480 
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M!ortar  and  rocket  lines,  ezperimeDts 

with,  177 
M>o80tis,  yisit  to  the,  160 
'  ■  guests  tjn  board,  245 

T^aimh  Fhraing,  Tisit  to,  1 1 
N'ature,  studying  of,  440 
17autical  mysteries,  initiation  in,  75 
19'aTal  Architects,  Institution  of,  129 
185 

Life,  sketches  of,  37,  64,   118, 

164,  199,  354,  299,  357,  488,480, 545 

noyelty,  177 

'JSa.yjf  defects  in  the  offlcership  of  the, 

265,  304,  869,  501 
New  yacht,  trial  o^  52 

York,  return  to,  445 

l^gra,  the  pinus,  123 

17orway  spfnce,  descrijytion  of,  194 

North  country  skipper,  the  hewilderd, 

203 
Oar,  the,  421 
Oberon  rictorious,  846 
ObHoarj,  Mr.  A.  A.  Casamajor,  452 

Col.  K.  W.  Huey,  417 

■  E.  Moore,  Esq.,  559 

Officer,  the  disguised,  206 

**  Old  Feller,*'  noble  condnct  of  our,  484 

Meridian,  opinion  ol^  170 

■    kindness  of,  202 

Orr*s  angulated  jib,  1 
Osprey  yictorious,  834,  325,  451 
Palm  and  pine,  difibrenoe  of,  194 
Pearl  victorious,  409 
Pembroke  yictorious,  457 
Phantom  yictorious,  315,  845 
Picea,  the  pinus,  194 
Pitch,  or  red  pine,  193 
Plymouth,  arrival  at,  116,  803 
Portree,  arrival  at,  60,  ill 

— description  of,  291 

Positions  of  masts,  tables  of,  142 
Prisoners,  death  of,  205 
■■  delight  of,  256 
Privateer,  charge  of  the,  200 
Proposal,  the  dishonourable,  201 
Propulsion,  centre  of,  100 
Pumps,  working  of  the,  258 
Quarter-deck,  scene  on,  483 
Queen  victorious,  432 
Baking  masts,  opinions  on,  148 
Bed  Rover  victorious,  162,  466,  492 
Bboattas  and  Matches^ 

Boyal  Squadron,  382 

•^— «-  Canadian,  494 

Cork,  408 

Halifax,  467 

Irish,  400 

London,  804,  342 

— -^—  Mersey,  329 

— —  Northern,  353 

Thames,  307,  313,  346 

Victoria,  389 

Western,  413 


Royal  Yorkshire,  431 

Prince  of  Wales,  272,  350 

Birkenhead  Model,  866,  493 

Irish  Model,  316,  363,  365,  466 

Noifdk  and  Suflolk,  318,  460 

Queenstown,  396 

Banelagh,  275,  453 

Becdes,  509 

Brudenall,  507 

Bute  and  Corwal,  417 

Dover,  451 

Great  Yarmouth,  464 

Hythe,  513 

Kenmarebay,  511 

Kinsaie,  45 

Lough-^  Allen,  458 

Lowestoft,  493 

Ocean  raoe,N06 

Paignton,  510 

Private  matdi,  275 

Somerleyton,  509 

Swansea,  434 

Teignmouth,  457 

Wells^ezt-the-Sea,  512 

Windermere,  362, 420 
Beindeer,in  search  of,  216 
Beport,  the  threatened,  165 
Besinosa,  the  pinus,  193 
Bigida,  the  pinus,  193 
Bigging,  standing  and  running,  151 
Bocky  island,  legend  of,  250 
Boss-shire  coast,  approach  to,  61 
Hover  victorious,  492 
Bussian  sailors,  sufibrings  of,  429 
Sails,  centre  effort  of  the,  240 

flat  standing,  55 

measurement  by  area  of,  153 

Sailors,  wages  of,  289 
Salmon  stream,  a  first  rate,  109 
Sappho  victorious,  512 
Saucy  Mary,  tributary  to,  59 
Schooner,  mistake  of  the,  167 

*a  spars,  proportions  of,  144 
Sciences,  circle  of  the,  165 
Scotch  fir,  description  of,  194 
Scotland,  northern  lochs  of,  9,  57,  510 
Seamen ,  muster  of,  438 
Sea  horses,  seasons  with,  213 
Season  of  1861,  the,  19,  477 
Sgeir  na  Cadleach,  legend  o^  57 
Shieldag,  bay  of,  anchored  in,  109 

religious  obiservanoe 

at,  110 
Ship,  attempt  to  sink,  255 

s  pumps,  self-acting,  47 

mates,  casting  lots  among,  300 

Shrouds,  method  of  setting,  241 
Signals,  man-Of"war*s-man's,  203 

,  storm,  description  of,  134 

Silver  llr,  utility  of,  194 

Simon  Boomer's  gon-room,  74,   157 

243 
Skipper,  consternation  of,  51 
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Skipper,  the  dninkeo,  301 
Skje,  yiflit  to,  9 

Sound  of  Rasaj,  leaving  the,  292 
Southern  pioe,  the,  193 
South  Cape,  sighted  the,  426 
Spar,  the  choice  of  a,  196 

8,  placing  of,  99 

Spltzbergeu,  description  of,  427 

oonyicts  at,  428 

Sprung  masts,  cause  of,  192 
St.  Kilda,  yisit  to,  7 1 
Stone  pine,  excellence  of,  194 
Storms,  Adml.  Fitzroy  on,  125 

the  foretelling  of,  123 

Stornowaj,  cruise  to,  289 

harbour  of,  293 

Storr  rocks,  ascent  of,  00,  291 
Stranded  yessels,  sating  the  crews  of, 

127 
Strobus,  the  pinus,  193 
Sjiyestris,  the  pinus,  194 
Tajlor's  method  of  constructing  jibs 

Thought  performance  of,  207 
description  of  diagram  o^ 

212 
victorious,    813,    395,    402, 

406,  451 
Timber,  selection  of,  194 

■  dry  seasoned,  232 
Topmast,  fitting  of,  236 
Traverse,  working  a,  199 
Ullapool,  visit  to,  61 
Uncle  Sam,  speed  of,  169 
Undine  victorious,  483 
Uniform,  seamen,  respect  the,  303 
Vampire  victorious,  320 
Viking  victorious,  41 1 
Violet  victorious,  309,  418 
Virago  victorious,  366,  467 
Vision  victorious,  331,  493 
Volante  victorious,  513 
Volunteer  naval  reserve,  80 
Wahrus  boat,  description  of,  172 

■  chargeof  a,  217 

■  hunters,  hardships  of,  216 
Water,  draught  of,  232 

-line,  the  inclined,  98 


Wanderer  victortout,  aso,  461,  463, 
508 

Wave  victorious,  469  '* 

line  theory,  Rnssell  on  the,  42 

Webb,  Mr.,  American  builder,  444 

Welshman,  mistake  of  the,  299 

Whiskers,  iron,  240 

White,  or  Weymouth  pine,  198 

Why-not  victorious,  274,  307 

Wicklow  head,  bearing  and  dlstanoe, 
245 

Wildfire,  masts  of,  150 

Wide  Awake  victorious,  498 

Wind  and  weather  map,  138 

Wire-rope,  galvanized  iipn,  241 

Wit,  magisterial,  76 

Wood,  zones  in,  195 

Wooden  jaws,  strength  of^  283 

Woman,  distress  o^  302 
^—^ stratagem  of,  485 

Women,  appearance  of,  37 
amusing  discovery  of,  440 

Working  drawings,  investigation  o^ 

54 
Wreck  register,  474 
Yacht,  beautiful  appearance  of,  77 
building  of,  444 

■  first  race  o^  53 

matches,  time  table  for,  1 56 

measurement,  152 

8  and  yachting,  description  of, 

1,  49,  97, 143,  189,  231,  281,  S17 

crew,  wages  ot  263 

costs  of  keeping,  262 

rigging  and  fitting,  285 

-  system,  our,  5 

ing  in  1861,476,  527 

intelligence,  95 


— ^j^  —       —  ^    _  _ 

Yachtsmanship,  treatise  on,  reviev  o^ 

81 
men,  uncomfortable  position  of^ 

51 

negligence  of,  236 

Yellow  pine,  the,  193 

gravity  of^  232 

Zouave  victorious,  415 
ZufiTd  victorious,  399 
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